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CHAP, I. 

Meeting of Parliament . Debates upon the King's Speech , and upon the 
Affairs f Spain, 


Never sipcc the commencement of 
the war Jiad the affairs of this coun- 
try, of Europe, and of the world, 
worn so dark an aspect, as a( the en 
trance of the new year. The conti- 
nental war, which *had excited such 
high, and ajt one time such reasonable 
hopes, had ended, not more trium- 
phaiitly for France, than disgracefully 
for the ally of England and for Eng- 
land herself. The total sacrilice of Si 
honourably feeling made by the house 
of H&psburg, in uniting itself to Buo- 
naparte, as yet was not evun suspect- 
ed ; but it was apparent that that house 
was at* ’his mercy, and that Austria, 
iuvingthsown down her arms, existed 
by his sufferance- In the peninsula, 
a campaign which opened with the 
fairest auspices, had terminated dis- 
astrously : the golden opportunity, 
when by one great effort proportion- 
ate to the occasion, Great Britain^ 
might have exterminated the French 
1 OL» III. F t \RT 1* Z' 


in Spain, was gone by ; and the de- 
feats which the Spaniards had sustain- 
ed were far more disheartening than 
those of the preceding winter, because 
they evinced that neither had the ar- 
, mies improved in discipline^ nor the 
government profited by experience. It 
was but too plain, that, notwithstand- 
ing tffe show* of resistance mad? at 
the Sierra Mocena* the kingdoms of 
Andalusia Vefe in fact open to the 
enemy ; so supine was the central 
junta, as to make it even probable 
that Cadiz itself rfiight be betrayed 
or surprised ; and if, now that Buona- 
parte npd y> other object, he should 
march a g$cat force againstjthc Eng- 
lish in Portugal th$re were few per- 
sons why had sufficient knowledge 
of tile country, and of the character 
of the people, t& look onward to the 
issue without lismay. In all parts 
of the world, cv;n those which were 
secured by distance ajjd the seas from 


40 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, l m. [Chap: t 


the reftlcss ambition of France, the 
.prospect was little less gloomy. Spa- 
nish America was on the point of 
civil war* 9 crisis which the detestable 
niisgovermnent of the old cqurt had 
long been preparing, .and the junta, 
by their culpable neglect, accelerated 
what'th^y might now 8# easily hartc 
prevented* Our own affairs in Ame- 
ncr were hardly in 3 better condition 
than those of our allies ; the dispqfe 
with the United Stateshadbeen renew- 
ed with fresh, violence, at a moment 
when if seemed tt> be closed, and the • 
temper of the president, and of that 
part of the people whom his conduct 
and language encotftagcd in their in- 
sults and outrages, was &ch, as ren- 
dered accommodation more difficult 
than ever* From India intelligence 
of a more painful nature had arrived, 
disputes had arisen there between the 
civil and military powers, arid though 
those disputes were now concluded, 
or at least suspended, it was not till 
a part of the Madras army had bro- 
ken out in actual rebellion. But of 
all calamities, foreign or domestic, 
none so deeply affected the English 
people a$ the lamentable expedition 
to Walcheren ; every thing which 
could excite astonishment, and an- 
and indignation, was unfafd in 
that deplorable history : its origin, 
progress, and termination, were alike 
intolerable to recollect ; it began in 
folly, it was conducted by imbccilli- 
ty, *md it ended in c disgraco. 

The common council voted an ad- 
dress to his majesty upon t^iis unhap- 
py exped^ion, prating, tlv^t an early 
and strict inquiry mi&ht be instituted 
into the cause 01 it? failure. The 1 
livery also voted an ad dress, r but in a 
different temper. lt,was couclfcd in 
intemperate language, attributing all 
our failures and disasters to the abu- 
ses and co]rr.ptions # cf the state $ and 


the lord mayor j.nd sheriffs pledged 
themselves to deli cr it into the kfngV 
own hand, unless they were refused* 
The city remembrancer accordingly 
waited upon the secretary of state, to 
know when his majesty would receive 
it, and stated ttwrs to present* it at 
the next 4 evee. At the next private 
levee, the secretary, havifig consulted 
his majesty, informed the lord mayor 
and shefiff, it was the king’s pleasure 
that their petition Should be deliver- 
ed ^at the secretary of state’s office, 
’his majesty having, for the last four 
years, discontinued public levees on 
account of his loss of sight. They 
th£h offered to pr:*vnt it at the pri- 
vate levee, when they presented the 
petition of the common council, but 
they were not permitted, and the se- 
cretary offered to take it, and save 
them the trouble of calling at his of- 
fice. This they, on their part, de- 
clined, saying they could not present 
it, except to his majesty personally. 
The sheriffs afterwards waited upon 
the secretary, and requested that he 
would apply for a private audience. 
He replied, his majesty had already 
signified his pleasure. Upon this 
the livery assembled again* and p&ssetl 
a string of resolutions, declaring that 
it was their undoubted right to pre- 
sent their petition to the king sitting 
upon his throne, though out of per- 
sonal feelings they had at thg last com- 
mon hall waved the exercise of this 
right*;* th# the denial which they 
had received was a flagrant violation 
of the right of petitioning, and? who*' 
ever had advised his majesty not to 
receive 'their petition, had committed 
' a scandalous breach of duty, violated 
out* of the first principles of the con- 
stitution, and abused -the confidence 
of the sovereign. They resolved also, 
that the sheriffs, attended by Mr Re- 
membrancer, should forthwith wait 

* n c 
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^tipon his majesty-, J)d deliver these 
"resolutions into hisjown hand. The 
sheriffs accordingly addressed a let- 
ter to Mr Secretary Ryder, inform- 
ing him, that they should attend- at 
the next private levee tb present the 
resolutions, uftless # if should be his 
majesty’s pleasure to receive them' at 
some othe» time an<h place for thgt 
purpose. The secretary returned for 
answer, that havinglaid their letter be- 
fore the king, he had it in caannqand 
to-inform them, that his majesty had. 
already signified his pleasure that all 
addresses (excepting only those of 
the body corporate of London gnd 
the two universities) should be trans- 
mitted to the secretary of state, to 
be by him laid before tne king 5 his 
majesty did not think it fit to depart 
from the same conduct in respect of 
the resolutions of the livery. Had 
they been deputed from the body 
corporate, he would have received 
them as he was in the habit of do- 
ing, and as he had recently done; but, 
deputed as they were, h& could not, 
without admitting communications to 
be made in like manned by other 
classes of his subjects, and thereby 

# cxpoBingLhjmself to that personal in- 
convenience, in the present state of 
his fright, which the discontinuance 
of public levees was intended to pre- 
vent. To the address of the common 
council, of which the language and 
the spirit ^eve equally becoming, the 
king replied, he regretted* that a part 
only of the important objects of the 

• expedition had been effected ; but he 
did not*jndge it necessary to direct 
any military inquiry into the conduct # 
of the commander : it was for parlia- 
ment in their wisdom to ask for such 
information, and take such measures 
upon the subject as they might deem 
most conducive to .the public good.j 

.Things were in thfs state vvjhcn par* 


liament wg* opened by commission 
on January* 23 . The speech express- 
ed deep regret that Austria had been 
compelled to conclude a disadvanta- 
geous peace. Although the war 
was undertaken,” it said, « by that 
pqwer without encouragement on the 
part of Gr£at Britain,, evety effort 
was made for the assistance of Aus- 
tria which, his majesty deemed .con- 
sistent with the due support of his 
allies, and with the welfare and inte- 
rest of his own dowmityis. *An at- 
tack upon, the naval armaments and 
establishments in the Scheldt, afford- 
ed at once the p^pspect of destroying 
a growing force, which was daily be- 
coming more formidable to the secu- 
rity of the country, and of diverting 
the exertions of Frante from rein- 
forcing her armies oil the Danube, 
and cootrouling the spirit of resis- 
tance in the north of Germany. 
These considerations determined hia 
majesty to employ his forces in an 
expedition to the Scheldt, and al- 
though the principal ends of the ex- 
pedition had not been attained, he 
confidently hoped, that advantages 
materially, affecting the security of 
his dominions, in the further prosecu- 
tion f>f the war, would be fouiyl to 
rwult from the demolition of the 
docks -and arsenals at Flushing. Up- 
on this subject, sucli documents and 
papers should be laid before parlia- 
ment, as would afford satisfactory in- 
formation. With regard to Sweden,” 
it was said, «« his majesty had uni- 
formly* notified to that power his 
decided v^isli, that in determining up- 
on the questio:! of peace or war with 
France, ind other continental powers, 
she gjhould be guided by considera- 
tions resulting Trom her owp situa- 
tion and interests ; while therefore 
he* lamented that Sweden should have 
found it necessary to purchase peaco 
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by considerable sacrifices, he could 
not complain that it had^been con- 
cluded without his participation ; and 
it was his earnest wish, that no event 
might occur to interrupt thq.se rela- 
tions of amity, which it was his desire, 
and the interest of both countries, to 
preserve.” Touching tbe peninsula, 
the speech continued, “ tne efforts 

* of Great Britain, foV the protection 
of Portugal, had been powerfully 
aided by tue confidence which the 
prince regent Jiad reposed in his ma- 
jesty, and by the* co-operation of the 
local government, and of the people 
of that country. The expulsion of 
the French from that kingdom, .and 
the glorious victory of T&lavera, had 
contributed to check the progress of 
the enemy. , The Spanish govern- 
ment had now, in the name and by 
the authority of Ferdinand VII., de- 
termined to assemble the general and 
extraordinary cortcs of the nation. 
This measure, his majesty trusted, 
would give fresh animation and vi- 
gour to the councils and the arms of 
Spain, and successfully direct the 
energies and spirit of the Spanish 
people to the maintenance of the le- 
gitimate monarchy, and to the ulti- 
mate deliverance of their country. 
Tho most important considerations 

* of policy and of good faith required, 

* that as lung as this great cause could 
be maintained with a prospect of suc- 
cess, it should be supported, accord- 
ing fco the nature and circumstances of 

* the contest, by the strenuous and con- 
tinued assistance of the power andje- 
8out , cesofGreatBritailI. ,, (Jgnceming 
America, Ilia majesty, regretted the 
sudden andunexpectecnuterruption of 
the intercourse between his envoy and 
the government of thejjnited States ; 
he had, ^however, received the strong- 
est assurance from the resident Ame- 
rican minister, that jh<f United States 


were desirous of maintaining friendly 
relations betweenWhe two countfies, • 
and that desire would be met by a 
corresponding disposition on his part. 
Speaking of domestic affairs, the king’ 
expressed liis .hope, that parliament 
would resume the ' consideration of 
the* state of the inferior clergy, and 
adopt such farther measures upon 
that interesting subject as might ap- 
pear expedient. “ The accounts 
which \vould be laifl before them of 
the'trade and revenue of the coun- 
try,” he said, “ wG-uld be found 
highly satisfactory, for whatever tem- 
porary and partial inconvenience 
might have resulted from the mea- 
sures which were directed by France 
against those great r sources of our 
prosperity and strength, those mea- 
sures had wholly failed of producing 
any permanent or general effect. The 
inveterate hostility of the enemy con- 
tinued to be directed against, this 
country with unabated uniiqosily and 
violence ; to defeat the design* which 
were meditated against uj and our 
allies, would .require the utmost ef- 
forts of vigilance, fortitude, and per- 
severance ; but at every difficulty. Slid 
danger, his majesty confidently trust* 
qd that he should derive tSe most ef- 
fectual support, under the continued 
blessing of Divine Providence, from 
the wisdom of his parliament, the 
valour of his forces, anil the .spirit and 
determination of his people.” 

The^addsess in the Upper House 
was moved by the Earl of Glasgow, 
and seconded by Viscount Grimston. 
Earl St Vincent rose to oppose it ; 
he had, in like manner, opened the* 
^campaign at the beginning of the last 
session, and on that occasion had ta- 
keudeave of the house, bidding their 
lordships good night. “ My Lords,” 
said he, alluding to that circumstance. 
“When I addressed you last, 1 thought 
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m^ age and infirmjVics would prevent 
me from 'ever agfin presenting my- 
self to your consideration ; but such 
have been Jthe untoward and calami- 
tous events which have since occur- 
red, that I am once nflo re induced, if 
my strength *will aflmit, ^Wn^ible 
you*with ajfew of my sentimepts on 
the present occasion. Indeed, yve 
have^vonderful-extraordma^y men in 
these days, who taveingenuityenuugh 
to blazon with the finest cofcurg, to 
sound with the trumpet and the dnim; 
in faq£, to vafuibh over the greatest* 
calamities of the country, and endea- 
vour to prove that our greatest juis- 
fortunes o ight to be considered as 
our greatest blessings. They talk of 
the glorious victory of Talavera, a 
victuiy which led to no advantage, 
and liad all the consequences of de- 
feat. The enemy took prisoners, the 
sick and the wounded, and our own 
troops wen finally obliged precipi- 
tately to retreat. I do not mean to 
condeftm the conduct of the officers 
emplo) ed either in Spain or Walche- 
rcwi ,5 I believe they did their duty. 
There is no occasior^o ^bnder at the 
awful events which have occurred : — 
they are caused by the weakness, in- 
fatuation, and stupidity of ministers. 
We owe t'W our disasters and disg»*ace 
to then ignorance and incapacity. 
But what could the nation expect 
from men who came into office under 
the lriask^of vile hypocrisy, |ud have 
maintained their places by impostuic 
and delusion ? The first instance of 
the pernicious influence of their prin- 
ciples Was their treatment of a coun- 
try at peace with us $ in a state qf 
profound peace they attacked hqr un- 
prepared, and brought her into a state 
of inveterate and open hostility. This 
was a foul act ; and the day may 
xome when repentance will be V>o 
late.* Their next achievement was to 


send one qf the ablest men who ever * 
commanded an army into the centi c 
of Spain, unprovided with every re- 
quisite for such a dangerous march* 
If Sirtfahn Moore had not acted ac- 
cording to his ownjudgement in the 

g cnlous situation in which he had 
een wantonly exposed, evfcry man of 
that army had been lost to the qpun- 
try. By bis transcendent judgement, 
however, that army made one of the 
ablest retreats recorded in the page of 
history ; and, whil»4fesaved*the rem- 
nant of his valiant troops, his own 
life was sacrificed in the cause of his 
country. And jvhat tribute have his 
majesty’s gninisters paid to his valued 
memory, what reward conferred for 
such eminent services ? Why, even in 
this place, insidious Aspersions were 
cast upon his character : People were 
employed in all parts of the town to 
calumniate his conduct. But, in spite 
of all the i uuiers and dependents of 
administration, the character of that 
general will always be revered as one 
of the ablest men this country ever 
saw. After this abortive enterprize, 
another, equally foolish, equally un- 
successful, and no less ruinous, wag 
earned into execution ; another gene- 
ral ^vas sent with troops into the.heart 
*f the peninsula, under similar cir* 
cumstances ; and the glorious victory* 
alluded to was purchased with the 
useless expenditure of our best blood 
and treasure, ^ut what shall J. say, 
my lords, when I come to mention 
the expedition to Walcheren ! It wa$ 
ill advised, ill planned ; even partial 
succession it was doubtful, and the 
ultimate objfct ftf it impracticable. 
It is high time that parliament should 
adppt strong measures, or else the 
voice of the country will regotind like 
ttyunder in their cars. Any body may 
Jhe a minister in these days* Ministers 
may flow ftoin stay corrupted source ; 
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t they pop in, and they pop out, like 
the man and woman in a peasant's ba- 
rometer 5 they rise up like tadpoles ; 
they may be compared to wasps, to 
hornets, to locusts ; they send forth 
their pestilential breath over the whole 
country, and nip and destroy every 
fair flower in the land. The conduct 
of his majesty’s government has led 
to the most frightful 'disasters, which 
are no where exceeded in the annals 
of history. The country is in that 
state -which irpkes peace inevitable ; 
it will he compelled to make peace, 
howe\cr disadvantageous, because it 
will be unable to maintain a war so 
shamefully misconducted and so dis- 
astrous in its consequences,.” 

Lord Grenville followed. w Wc 
are now,” said he, “ imperiously 
called upon to institute those inqui- 
ries which the misconduct of ministers 
has rendered necessary — a misconduct 
from which a scries of disasters and 
calamities have resulted to the coun- 
try. My lords, my heart is full/ and 
T must give vent to my feelings. The 
day must come when ministers will 
have to render an account to pailin- 
ment of live treasure winch they have 
wasted, and the lives which they have 
sacrificed. Wc owe it to the coun- 
try, that they slu uld be called upon 
to lender that account, and we shall 
‘fail in the discharge of our duty, if 
wc do not insist upon it. The day 
■will roir.e, when the mere fact of an 
overflowing treasury will be utterly 
insufficient to satisfy this house, or 
the people of thcu.‘ n alms ; when we 
must inquire, wot mciely a^to tlie 
fact, but as to the,fou^datiou of it, 
and the consequences which f result 
from it. The day will come when 
the conduct of minister, respecting 
America, must come under discussion, 
when it must become a subject tor 
ih ep end .‘-.rious investigation, who-' 

. hi y c- 11 .it r y that yet boasts of 


freedom ; whethfir in a house of par- 
liament that yet keeps up the forms of 
discussion ; whether it is to be endu- 
red that garbled, mutilated, and mis- 
represented documents are to be laid - 
before parliament, not merely conceal- 
ing what it wat' not thought fit to 
coirtm imitate, but Actually, upoy the 
face of those garbled atfd mutilated 
documents, giving an interpretation 
directly opposite to the sense of them 
in their^ntire and original state. In 
the Same manner, with respect to our 
•expeditions, it is due ;o the memory 
of those who have fallen in the ser- 
vice of their country ; it is due to the 
memory of those who have bravely, 
but ingloriously, fallen a sacrifice to 
the ignorance, the incapacity, and the 
misconduct of ministers ; it is due to 
a deluded and a suffering people, who 
demand it atom- hands, that wc should 
institute a tigorous and an effectual 
inquiry into the conduct of those mi- 
nisters to whom these disasters arc to 
be attributed- Let us not bo delu- 
ded by their shew of a readiness for 
inquiry; \ve shall not this night .do 
our duty, ifi«ve do not give a decided 
pledge to the eouniVy, that a rigo- 
rous and effectual inquiry shall be in-' 
stituted. I do not mean to condemn 
the conduct of the officers employed ; 

1 am disposed to believe that they 
have done their duty, and that ail the 
disastrous results are to be attributed 
to the want of information, the cri- 
minal improvidence, and the ill- digest- 
ed plans of his majesty’s ministers. 
You ought not to coimtcnanrc'any 
public outcry against the officers, 
but to point public indignation where 
alone it ought to rest, upon the heads 
of tht>se ministers who sent out expe- 
ditions, fit her to achieve objects im- 
practicable in themselves, or without 
the means of achieving any object use-, 
fill or honourable to the country-, It 
any circun. Luice should aii.c out o' 
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th^ inquiry tending to impeach the sacrificed, Jto he denominated*hIOom« 
* conduct of any ofljeer employed, that ing laurel?*? Ministers had the unli- 
vrilfbe a subject for future investiga- mited disposal of the treasure of the 
^ tion ; but £hurc are circumstances af- country, and of the lives of its brave 
iccting the conduct of ministers, defenders. How they have wasted 
vvliich no inquiry can •render plainer the one, and sacrificed the other, is 
or clearer than tliey lire. I^’sjuHJwn too painfully apparent. They had, 
to every one, to the whole country, af th time of the commencement of 
and to allJ?urope, not thafrour expe- the last campaign between France and 
ditioryj have partially succeeded, b'ut Austria, a disposable force of 100^900 
that they have uniformly failed, that men. I will concede to them for the 
they present no tiling but ^ unbro- moment, for the sake of argument, 
ken series of disgraceful, irremediable what I absolutely dgpy upon princi- 
f.iilutcs. Wht), then, can doubt the* pie, and in point oFTact, that it was 
necessity, the absolute, the imperious, desirable to adopt a system of conti- 
the indispcnsible necessity of inquiry, ncntal co-operation, and endeavour to 
when nothing but irretrievable failures make a powerful diversion in favour 
have resulted fry in ill-advised, and ill- of Austria. Surely it is apparent, 
digested plans ; when nothing in the that if a diversion is to be made at all, 
melancholy retrospect presents itself it ought to be made early, with a suf- 
to our view, but national disgrace ari- lioient force ; and it ought to bear up- 
sing from misconduct ; an absurd and On the scene and pressure of the war. 
lamentable waste of public treasure, Now, with our maritime superiority, 
and an useless and most melancholy and the means at that time opened to 
sacrifice *)f the lives ol our gallant us, we might have landed a large 
countrymen? We were told, my lords, fore? at Trieste, or in its neighbour- 
last session, of the successes which hood. Austria was making a gallant 
were to flow from our efforts ; of the struggle, and the army by which she 
impression we were to nW.ve upon the was Jiinlly overwhelmed, owed its 
continent ; nay f “TWTPnobIe lord went success, in a great measure/ to the re- 
far as to talk with an air of confi- inforccmcnts it derived from the 
dence of the deliverance Europe. French troops in the very neighbour- 
And how has Europe been delivered ? of Trieste. How, then, wrfuld a 

By a series of unpaialleled disasters ; diversion directed toth.it quarter have 
by expeditions, which, in their con- operated ^ Our army would have kept* 
duct and.r’&ults, have exhaust, d our in check Che troops under Mirmunt 
means, ai^l rendered us the derision and Macdonald,* and would have ef« 
of the whole continent. » Anfl yet, in factually prevented them from march- 
the speech of the king’s commission- ing to join the main French army on. 
ers, Ministers have the confidence, the the Danube. I do not believe that 
unblushing confidence, to tell us of a this wo^fd ultimately hajr changed. 

* victory gained to *he count r\ ! Are the fate of iW >yar, blit it would, 
we then arrived at that melancholy very probably, have altered the fate 
situation of our affairs, in which 'ftild- of the campaign. There was aim- 
ed disasters are to be called splendid tbef mode of •making a powerful di- 
vicUmes, and the cypress that droops version ; the north ot Germany was 
over the tivnbsof our gallant defend- open to us: How did his majesty’-. 
ei>, whose lives have been uselessly- 'ministers encourage the risings in the 
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0 north of Germany ? What hopes did 
they not hold out to theibravc inha- 
bitants of those provinces, and how 
cruelly did they disappoint those 
hopes, abandoning to destruction 
ihose brave men, even in the territo- 
ries of our own sovereign, whom tiny 
had deluded with false hopes and de- 
lusive promises ? A force landed in 
the' north of Germany would have 
found ready to co-operate with them, 
not an armed peasantry, not an un- 
disciplined raMde, but disciplined 
troops, clisbanaecl soldiers, men who 
had been trained to the use of arms, 
and in habits of discipline and subor- 
dination. To meet such a force, the 
national guards of Paris could not 
have been sent, nor the armed Marc- 
chaussce of the frontiers, but regu- 
lar troops must have been detached 
from Saxony and Bavaria, and a pow-# 
erful diversion would thus have been 
made f ; not that I believe that the 
fate of the war would even thus ulti- 
mately have been changed, although 
the event of the campaign very pro- 
bably might. This, my lords, is 
what they might have done, and now r 
comes, w like a lean and blasted ear,” 
what they have done. — Of the dispo- 
sable force which they had of 100,000 
men, about 15 or 16,000 were ».?- 
‘tioned in Sicily ; for what purpose 
’’they were kept there may bij.tke sub- 
ject of a future inquiry, but is fo- 
reign to the present discussion. The 
remainder were divided into two ar- 
jnies, I will say, for the sake of round, 
numbers, of 40, (XX) each ; plough I 
believe neither the troops :en;*to Por- 
tugal, nor those iiyiii to Walchereu 
amounted to that number, yet they 
did not fall far short of it. With re- 
spect to the force sent to Spain, mi- 
nisters sefmcd resolutely determined 
not to profit by experience ; precise- 
ly the same errors au<j the same fauIU 


were committed frs in the expedition 
sent there under- Sir John Moore. * 
Nothing can more clearly shew their . 
perseverance in error ; expecting, in 
the first instance, a co-operation from ■ 
an armed peasantry, which it was idle 
and^s'yjd to expect j^and after the 
fallacy of this expectation had been 
proved, persevering in the i$me error, 
arid making that a part of the plan of 
a second expedition to the peninsula, 
although the absurdity of it was ma- 
nifest even before \ts fallacy was pro- 
ved, and although all idea of that spe- 
cies of co-operation had been distinct* 
ly shewn by experience to be nuga- 
tory and absiu J Ministers ought to 
have known that history is pregnant 
with proof, that an armed population 
cannot be considered as a disciplined 
army ; that it is not enough that men 
should be attached to the cause they 
arc to defend, but disciplined, steady, 
and obedient to command ; having 
skilful officers, able to execute the 
commands they receive, and capable 
of judging what commands to give, 
and at the saipe tune fit to be trust- 
ed. — Wo aitf told in the speech, that 
the expedition to vValcheren was Un- 
dertaken with the view of making a 
diversion in favour of Austria. An 
immense ex pence was incurred, no less 
than 38 ships of the line were employ- 
ed, more than 100 frigates, and an 
immense number of transports. It 
was known to ministers, in Septem- 
ber 185)r>, that a war was likely* to 
take place between Austria and 
France ; y/ t this immense armament 
to the Scheldt, which was to operate 
the so much- boasted diversion in fa- 
vour of Austria, did not sail till the 
latte/ end of July. Before it sailed, 
the armistice was signed, which led 
to the fatal treaty that prostrated the 
Austrian monarchy; not only this 
M*mit had taken place, but iutelli- 
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gence of the signatuw of that armis* 
tice nad actually arrived in this coun- 
try. -And thus, wften all prospect 
oi operating a ^version in favour of 
Austria had failed) the expedition had 
sailed from our shores* and the de- 
struction of a few jships, and the 
plunder of the doc&s of tn?* 
were' to be # sifbstitutcd for the object 
so much boasted of — that of making 
a diversion in favour of Austria. 
Your ally, vanquished aiid subdued, 
had accepted the law from ffie con- 
queror, and the* your tardy army left* 
your shores. Shall I be told that it, 
was a great armament ; that it was 
delayed, by necessity ; that, like eve- 
ry naval force, it depended on the 
winds, and the transports being in 
readiness ? Why all this is not new to 
you. If you want to land 40,000 
men in the neighbourhood of the 
Scheldt, it is necessary to have trans- 
ports to convey them ; but if, by 
events which you could not controul, 
it was impossible to send this arma- 
ment sooner, why send it at all ? But 
besides incurring an immense expence 
to achieve an object of ccjrjnparatively 
trifling value, a tfr lfofl fire serious ob- 
jection exists to this expedition. Wc 
have been charged upon the conti- 
nent witli sacrificing the interests of 
our allies to expeditions, the only ob- 
jects of which were to burn a few ships 
and destroyjocks, with the mere 
view of some litfcle interest of our own. 
TiH the lAur of the Copenhagen ex- 
pedition, nothing had occurcd in our 
conduct to give currency to this false- 
hood now, however, a still greater 
, and more just currency must be given 
to it from the nature and achieve- 
ments of this expedition to Walclie- 
ren, which terminated in the mighty 
exploit of blowing up the basin and 
the docks of Flushing ! The plan 
’displayed all that egregious wantfof 


information, and that extreme* inca- 
pacity whiof} have marked all the ex- 
peditions of his Majesty’s minis- 
ters. At the first point of attaejk, 
where?, according to the information 
of minivers, only 2009 men were sta- 
tioned, 1 1*,000 were/ound ; and the 
sewn. I poin^ of attack, which, ac- 
cording to the same information, was 
stated to he completely open and ac- 
cessible, was found to be strongly 
fortified, beyond the reach of our at- 
tack, secure from hostile approach, 
and inaccessible to These 

different disastrous expeditions have 
been attended with a dreadful waste 
of life ; they we*e collected and dis- 
patched at *iu immense expcnce ; the 
resources of the country, and the lives 
of its armies, were squandered upon 
vain and impracticable objects, under 
circumstances naturally to be fore- 
seen, and which ought consequently 
to have been guarded against. There 
may be cases in which it may Be ne- 
ccs.^ry to expose your armies not on- 
ly to the dangers of battle, but also to 
those of disease. Dec pi y to be regret- 
ted as such cases are, yet they may 
exist. Why our armies were expo- 
sed in unhealthy situations m Spain — 
whether it was necessary they should 
b<y*o exposed, will be matter fjr fu- 
ture inquiry. How lias that happen-* 
ed as* to Walchcren ? the place, the, 
situation^nay, the season of the year 
were chosen by his majesty’s minis- 
ters. There is a season of thq year 
when the air of that place is most pes- 
tilential and dangerous ; yet to that* 
placiV jiftd at that tune, say his ma- 
jesty’s ministers, ik We A ill stud the 
(lower of the British army.*’ Have 
they then been ignorant, have they 
no| read of tha nature of the climate 
of Walchcren, in that hook to which 
one would think they would natural- 
ly resort under their circumstances- 



10 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, l8l0. [ChAmL 


I rne^n Sir John Pringle's work up- 
on the Diseases of the Anny ? Have 
they not examined that work, where 
they would find the pestilential effects 
of the climate of that unhealthy is- 
land described, and proved 4 by our 
own dearly-bought experience ? Nay, 
so notorious have been the effects of 
that clithate, that the Swiss Cantons, 
when they furnished mercenary troops 
as auxiliaries to the Dutch, thought 
it necessary to stipulate expressly tnat 
they should not be sent to Walche- 
ren during tlf^oxious season, it bc- # 
ing well known that if they were sent 
there they must inevitably perish. 
This, then, is not a v*ase of unforeseen 
calamity. Ministers knew, or ought 
to have known, all these things be- 
fore they sent an army into Walche- 
ren ; and they are of consequence 
most deeply responsible for the lives 
of those brave men who perished 
there, without the chance of being 
able vo confer any benefit upon their 
country, which might aJfoid v l.ri 
some consolation under a loss so af- 
flicting. Our armies had hardly been 
there a month, when the object ap- 
peared clearly impracticable to all but 
to his majesty’s ministers : The com- 
mander-ir. -chief determined to return. 
On the 27th of August, we were** old 
..by him who had advised the expedi- 
tion, and who had been appointed to 
command it, that the obje^fwas not 
to be accomplished ; still the troops 
were suffered to rental n in the island 
for tuo or three months, a prey to 
the diseases of that pestilential cli- 
mate ! To whom, thu., aic'Zo l»e im- 
puted the deaths that took*place in 
consequence ? To tthom is to be im- 
pute inis wanton, waste of the valu- 
able lives of our brave defenders ? 
What exruse can these ministers of- 
fer to the parents, the relation.* the 
friends, wf those brave nun, who were 


suffered to perihh thus uselessly^ and 
thus ingloriousry ? What excuse cafl 
they offer to tlreir country for this 
most afflicting losst. While letters, 
were passing and *repassing on this 
subject, hundreds of British soldiers 
were jperi shin for no object f what- 
With such a case then already 
established, do^you mean* to wait for 
inquiry before you pronounce upon 
that which is now evident ? W ill gar- 
bled papers be a compensation for all 
thi« mass of calamity and disgrace 
• to an injured and outraged country ? 
Separate yourselves, my lords, I be- 
seech you, in this awful and perilous 
cri«is of you fate, from this miscon- 
duct of ministers ; — -declare your se- 
vere reprobation of their conduct ori 
that point, which is already completc- 
ly before you ; and which, from its 
very nature, can admit of no defence. 
You will find them, na doubt, at- 
ti mpting, as on former occasions, to 
shift the blame from themselves to 
the officers : They will not stop there, 
they will involve your lordships in 
the same charge ; you, who after the 
experience you had of their mode of 
piocecding in urs* jupedition under 
General Moore, encouraged them to 
go on in the same course. And how 
can you entirely exculpate yourselves? 
How can you, who saw what had ta- 
ken place before in Spain and Portu- 
gal, without expressing,, your disap- 
probation, excuse yourselves from a 
share j:*: the disasters . which have 
since happened in the same countries ? 
Obligation does not, in these cases, 
rest solely with ministers. — Yotfi, too, 
have a duty to perform, which, if 
you do not perform, you arc justly 
chargeable vvitliVour share in the pub- 
lic calamities. Wc must look to par- 
liament. These are not times for 
votes of confidence, and implicit re-^ 
liawe upon ministers. Parliament* 
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must now exert Iteelfln this most im- 
wiinent crisis of the Ate of our coun- 
try. -You cannot hf ignorant of the 
tremendous situation in which your 
Country is {Jfaced. Its dangers are 
no longer to be enhanced by elo- 
quence oraggeavated^by description. 
If you cannot look*to parfflhidtf^br 
its deliverance, wher^can you look ? 
Can you look to the government^ 
See it,*my lords, broken, distracted, 
incompetent, in enable of >( exerting 
any energy, or of inspiring d!?y con- 
fidence.— It is got from the govern - * 
ment, Chen, that our deliverance is to 
be expected. Jt must be found, if 
it is to be found at all, in your o mrn 
energy, and in your own patriotism.” 

Lord GrenvilTe concluded by mo- 
ving, as an amendment to the address, 
that the house “ had seen, with the 
utmost sorrow and indignation, the 
accumulated failures and disasters of 
the last campaign ; the unavailing 
waste of our national resources, and 
the los^oT so many thousand of our 
brave troops, whose distinguished and 
heroic valour had been unprofitably 
sacrificed in enterprise's productive 
not* of advantag§r^-r"of lasting in- 
jury- to the country ; — enterprises 
marked only by a repetition of form- 
er errors ; tardy and uncombined, in- 
capable iii their success of aiding our 
ally in the critical moment of his Fate ; 
but exposin g* i n their failures, his 
majesty’s coimdte to the scorn and de- 
rision of tife enemy : that tint to use, 
therefore, felt themselves*bound, with 
a vie*v to the only atonement that 
could qow be made to an injured peo- 
ple, to institute without delay such 
rigorous and effectual inquiries an£ 
proceedings as duty impelled them to 
adopt in a case when their country 
had been subjected to unexampled ca- 
lamity and disgrace.” . 

- Earl Moira, though he went tifc 


whole length of the amendment, -as 
he expressed himself, differed from 
Lord Grenville respecting the hopes 
which the last campaign had offered. 
u It tfould,” h§ said, «* have threat- 
ened moSt formidable consequences to 
France, had we landed an army in the 
south of Gerpiany ; or had we’land- 
ed one in the north, what might not 
have been expected, from it acting, in 
the rear of the French, and combi- 
ning and sustaining the scattered 
troops on that part of the continent. 

. Concerning Spam, fc?*clifFered bom. 
him still more ; for there an opportu- 
nity was afforded of terminating the 
war with glory, -and of shaking, if 
not overturning, the power of Buo- 
naparte. The enthusiasm which ex- 
isted in that country could riot be 
questioned, for nothing but enthusi- 
asm could have kept armies still to- 
gether after so many defeats and dis- 
asters. That enthusiasm made Spain 
•a lever by which the power of France 
might have. been removed from its 
foundation. But what was donethere ? 
Sir Arthur Wellesley’s army had ad- 
vanced into Spain and gained a vic- 
tory, but although the stronger and 
victorious army, it immediately re- 
treated. Either, therefore, his in- 
stnj*ti°ns were erroneous and d*fec- 
tfvC, or he had not means to carry * 
forward his victorious troops. And * 
what was worse, two great Spanish 
armies had been ^ince successively cut 
to pieces, while British army, re- 
mained idle and inactive in their vici- 
nity !” Earl Grey also supported the * 
amendVigjft. Concerning jhe Aus- 
trian war, he agreed with*Earl Moi- 
ra, that an expedition either to the 
north 01* Germany, or to the Adria- 
tic, jnight hav$ been undertaken with 
some prospect of success, Sonccrn- 
ing^Spain, he expressed no hope, and 
detracted from the merit of Lord 
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Wellington. “ Ministers,” he said, 
« did not venture to sp<?/k so boldly 
in their defence as they had done in 
the speech ; and lie was glad to find, 
from their humble and chastened tone, 
that they appeared to feel some re- 
morse for thc 4 numerous miseries 
which they had inflicting by their mxi- 
becillity“and misconduct, upon their 
country. Had it been otherwise, he 
should have supposed that Almighty 
vengeance was hanging over this na- 
1 tion, and that therefore the hearts 
pi its* rftlo rs hfipfecen hardened in pro- , 
portion as their understandings were 
darkened.” 

Viscount Sidmourth, with his ush- 
al fairness, desired a full and rigorous 
inquiry, but objected to Lord Gren- 
ville's amendment, because it con- 
demned without inquiry. “ There 
was much of irritation," he said, u and 
much of despondency at that moment 
in the public mind, and such language 
neither tended to soothe the one, nor’ 
to reanimate the other." Miifstcrs 
themselves argued as Lord tfidnnmth 
had done, that the mode of proceed- 
ing which Lord Grenville advised, 
was unusual and unprecedented ; for 
it would make the house pass a vote 
of absolute condemnation, previous 
to ai?y inquiry. Lord Mulgravc^Jd, 

< « he never remembered any legislative 
c measure resembling such a proposi- 
tion, except an act of parliament, en- 
acting that persons jfound poaching 
for game under certain circumstances 
were to be flogged at the cart's tail ; 
‘but a clause was added, that those 
who found themselves aggrufyjd'here- 
by might rtiake an appeal toYlie next 
quarter sessions. *ln the same man*' 
ner, it .was proposed first td* punish 
his majesty’s ministers, and then*, to 
inquire vdicther they pad deserved 
that punishment." In defending theft 
own measures they had? a mere diffi- % 


cult task. T^ey argued, thflt to 
have transported an army to the Adri- 
atic was actuallyhu practicable, ff on ac- 
count of the expenefcs and difficulty, 
Tn the north, also, ft would have been 
impracticable to subsist and pay a suf- 
fi cient argiy. All'thac cohid be done 
had ’be eh (lone. 'The enemy had for 
years been cresting a’Vir'val arsenal 
and depot, from whence hej might 
menacS the most vulnerable part of 
these realms. boasted of having 
op&nea a river whjch had so long been 
* shut, and of having <madc it the sta- 
tion of a naval power, as well as the 
source of commercial wealth. He 
Jjdbsted of having brought his de- 
signs and means at Antwerp to full 
maturity. A well directed effort was 
made to destroy those means. This 
design, through various, unexpected, 
and unforeseen, because unascertain- 
able difficulties, had not been wholly 
accomplished; yet it had been ac- 
complished so far as to render abor- 
tive his schemes of hostility from that 
quarter, for the complete destruction 
of the harbour and arsenal of Flush* 
ing had effected this. 

These wcn j 1 Harrowby Var- 
guments. They were enforced by 
the Earl of Liverpool, who said, “ it 
was always the opinion of professional 
men, that an invasion of tnis country 
could never be effected except from 
the Scheldt, and in ^ M *»jpnting this 
danger we had succeeded.. Nor was 
this the onl^ object whicli tbe expe- 
dition had accomplished. It was the 
desire of Austria that we should re- 
tain Walchcren till 8he made terms of 
peace ; and expressly at the request * 
ttf Austria we had held it after the 
ulterior objects of the armament were 
abandoned, in order that our ally 
might thereby be enabled to make 
better terms. * Hard as these terms 
.Wcfre, yet when compared with the 
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threats of Buonapartd it must be ad- 
mitted that some cairile had induced 
18m to relax from hil intended seve- 
rity, and that cause he attributed to 
the retention W Walcheren.” Thus 
perfidiously had Austria.deceived the 
British government ! J)2 peers voted 
for Lord Grenvilfe’s amfclldniefft?; 
144 againsj k,— .a greater majority 
• than the opposition had expected* • 
The address was moved by Lord 
Bernard in the Hdlisp of Commons, 
the amendment by Lord GowJt, w4io 
was vehemently supported , by - 
Hon. W. Ward; " During the 
few months,” he said, « which had 
elapsed since the last session of pat^ 
liament, we had been engaged iu,vaP 
rious military operations upon a most 
extensive scale, and those operations 
had been attended by failure more 
complete, by loss more deplorable, 
and by disgrace more signal, than any 
that we "find recorded within an equal 
space of .time in the history of this or 
any foriyer war in which the country 
was ever engaged. We were called 
upon to declare that accident had 
beeu’every thing, and misconduct no- 
thing, in these — which 

\tas to believe that a miracle had been 
worked against us ; we were requi- 
red to believe this in favour of a go- 
vernment of departments, at the head 
of which, till /( lately, stood a noble- 
man of no vgrj^distinguished talents, 
enfeebled By age and sufferings, and 
labouring ^effectually to kee£,toge- 
ther the discordant parts of a preca- 
rious administration f we were requi- 
red to Jpelieve it ip favour of a cabi- 
net, the members gf which entertain- 
ed for each Other the most profound 
contempt, or the most deadly anti- 
pathy ; whose time, instead of beiug 
devoted to the public business, was 
spent in dark intrigues, in personal 
discussions, and in devising schemas 


for parcelling out the great offices jof 
state, whichrjthey seem to have con* 
sidered as a private inheritance, to be 
divided for their individual benefit, 
not as*a solemn y trust, to be adminis- 
tered fo/the general good. We were 
required to believe in the capacity of 
thc^e who had pronounced upon* each 
others incapacity ; and it utas from 
discord at home, and disgrace abroad, 
that we wore to infer wisdom and 
good conduct. When I call to mind,” 
said he, M the ignominious history of 
.their internal dissenfWWhl, wheaf T'see 
that their whole administration has 
been one uniform tissue of calamities, 
a foul and detestable blot in the an- 
nals of the country, I do not hesitate 
to declare my unalterable conviction, 
that such a government was unwor- 
thy to posscba the confidence of par- 
liament; and that a government which 
differs from it chiefly by the loss of 
those talents for business and debate, 
which formed its great ornament* and 
which a httle more united, at the 
price of being a great deal weaker in 
all other aspects, is unfit to carry on 
the affairs of state, and that it is the 
duty of every member of this house, 
and the inteiest of every man who is 
concerned in the preservation of the 
country t to contribute by all lajvful 
rffeans to its subversion.” • 

The speech was in the same tone as , 
this violent exordium. For the sake 
of heaping ;more honour on Sir John 
Moore, whom party spirit had mag- 
nified into a hero, and exalted as a 
political martyr, Mr Ward spoke of* 
those MliAjrs who, knowing the Spa- 
niards fiStter,^ entertained* brighter 
hopes for Spain, ir*a manner as unge- 
nerousafc it was unjust. Hedcpreciated 
they talents, and vilified their motives. 

“ It was natural enough fortfevm,” he 
S' id, H to represent in their dispatches 
only the fair *ide of thiugs $ it was 
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not to be supposed that they would 
transmit accounts whifh would be 
disagreeable to their employers, and 
fatal to their own prospects,— the ef- 
fect .of which wouldfbc to put*an end 
to all their activity and importance, 
and recal then) from the 'dignified 
occupation of composing proclama- 
tions and dispatches, to the humble 
rcyitine of regimental duty.” How- 
ever such language, might wound jlie 
brave and meritorious men who were 
thus unjustifiably attacked, they had 
thc^cflutsolatiSF^f knowing that they* 
had discharged their duty, and that, 
in the opinion of all impartial men, it 
injured none but tl*; person who used 
it. The same perversion 6f judgement 
and of fcelifl|£ appeared in the whole 
of his discourse u hich related to Spain. 
44 What symptom was there,” lie ask- 
ed, 44 that a people, bowed for whole 
ages under the yoke of superstition 
and tyranny, would be able at once 
to establish a vigorous government, 
and to expel the enemy ; yet, with- 
out such a change, how was it possi- 
ble to hope for success ; — almost it 
might be said,” he added, 44 how was 
it possible to wish for it ? — In the 
midst of all their dangers, the Spa- 
niards were runimaging their archives 
with all the curiousness < f antf^gia- 
. rian research, to find precedents refa- 
, five to the meeting of a representa- 
tive assembly, which was not to be 
held till long after C thc time, when, 
at ttyeir rate of proceeding, the repre- 
sentatives, the places they were to re- 
present, the place where they were 
to meet, the * antiquarian^ ar- 
chives ana*all, would J>e involved in 
one common destruction. Yet, cul- 
pable as the junta were, in nift adopt- 
ing vigorous measures* the fact | r as, 
that evett if they had been admted, 
they .would have been too recenf to 
produce much effect ; «and their folly 


was hardly jjnlUlor than that q£ the 
English ministry, .who acted as if p 
regular army had existed, under cir- 
cumstances m which* reason and ex*-- 
perieuce might have told them that 
no regular army could exist.” — It 
was notJLo be £xpccte r d th&t one who, 
after the sieges of Zaragoza and Gc- 
rona, could sefc nothing »in the Spa- 
fliards but matter for contempt and re- * 
proacR,—- whp neither hoped for their 
succe^ nor hardly, by his own con- 
fection, wished fqr it,— -it was not to 
be expected that suth a man would 
allow any merit to Lord Wellington. 

4 4 His exploits at Talavera,” he said, 
^Heft the cause i ^ Spain as desperate 
as they found it, apd in their conse- 
quences resembled not victories, but 
defeats. For by what more disas- 1 
trous consequences could defeat have 
been followed, than by a precipitate 
retreat, by the loss of 2000 men left 
to the mercy of the enemy upon that 
spot where they had just fought and 
conquered, but fought and Conquer- 
ed in vain ; that spot which, as it were 
in mockery { o them, we had endea- 
voured to perpetuate in the name of 
the general r^lqptfhat worse could 
it have been followed than by the loss 
of all footing in Spain, the ruin of 
another army, and the virtual renun- 
ciation of all the objects of the war ? 
William III. used by his skilful ge- 
neralship to render de/;~id?,ai-mless, — 
our generals made victory itself un- 
availing.” « 

Uppn the expedition to the Scheldt 
Mr Ward made out a bet ter •'case. , 
44 It had failed,” he said, 44 with every 
possible circumstance pf disgrace, and 1 ' 
^he question was, whether the failure 
way owing to the plan or to the exe- 
cution. Now it was manifest to mi- 
nisters that Lord Chatham is blame- 
less ; for if he were not, why was he 
afiowed to continue a member of th& 
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cabinet , and in a situation which en- 
titled him to be considered as the 
Itfiig’s principal adviser, in which he 
may advise liim* to send out more 
' such expeditkw,<uid to give him the 
command of them ? It was to be pre- 
sumed that t noqe of tl^ other officers 
were culpable, for otherwise* a coufrt 
of inquiry w*s>uld ha^e been, institu- 
ted. The cause of failure, therefore, 
was in the plan. And here these mi- 
nisters, who talked so loudly of the 
lo'ss of character which we rlad sus- 
tained by our selfish conduct during* 
the laft continental struggle, had 
shewn the nature of their own policy. 
They availed themselves of the ab- 
sence of the French armies in Geffc 
many to undertake a plan of mere 
British insular policy, in the success . 
or failure of which no continental 
nation had the smallest interest ; their 
only object was, instead of making 
common cause with Austria, to ex- 
tract some trifling advantage for our- 
selves f/om the final destruction of 
the only other power in Europe that 
till preserved a shadow of indepen- 
dence ; and for this object ’they sent 
an expedition, unhealthy 

season of the year, to the most un- 
healthy place in Europe. Did they 
then wholly omit to inquire whether 
the place to which 4*0,000 men were 
to be sent was healthy or not? Did 
it never occuf to them that a low, 
marshy coTfntry*Vnight be unfavour- 
able, to the® human frame in tlnq sum- 
mer or autumn months^ Did none 
of tlitj persons whom they must have 
• consulted upon other subjects drop a 
# hi'\t uptm this : Did none of the tliir- 
t -en members of the cabinet ever opea 
the. commonest book upou the •uib- 
jeet ? Or did they foresee and calcu- 
late upon the lo&s, and determine to 
incur it for the advantage which was 
ensue ? Did they deliberately it- 


solve to expose a whole British army, 
the finest thp country ever sent out, 
to the effects of a pestilential disease, 
and that for the sake of seizing a few 
ships, ^nd destroying an arsenal ? IF 
they wefe ignorant of the nature of 
the country, how scapdaious their ne- 
glect ! I f they were not, how wanton 
their, cruelty i” 

Here the orator should have rest- 
ed ^ but in proceeding to declare what 
was the end and aim of the proposed 
censure upon ministers, he gave the 
, public the only rcatfffi,* and chat an 
all-sufficient reason, for withholding 
their full condemnation. u There had 
been times,” he, said, “ when even 
these men, »r any others of moderate 
understandings and attainments might 
have governed the country, though 
not with credit, at least without much 
danger. But now that the whole 
power of Europe was concentrated 
m France, and the whole power of 
France concentrated in one man*, and 
that anan the greatest general and 
statesman the' world ever produced, 
and the bitterest enemy England ever 
knew ; it is an absolute infatuation 
not to have recourse to ^our best 
means of defence, moral as well as 
physical, to the wisdom of our coun- 
cils jis well as to the strength of, our 
fleets and armies. It is not for their « 
own sakes, but for the tfake of the 
country, that 1 wish to see the oppo- 
nents df ministry return to office. 
Indeed I know »ot whether, in, the 
present situation of things, office, 
which under more favourable circum-* 
stance* no doubt a natural object 
of ambition, is, to be vvishtrd for, as a 
beuefit, to any set rf of men. This, at 
least, if not a bed of roses* They 
illicit escape Jdame/ but they could 
not possibly acquire reputation. They 
would succeed to shattered finances, 
to unsuccessful arms, to disgraced 
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councils, and to a war, the close or 
the continuation of whicji it is alike 
impossible to contemplate without 
alarm ; they would succeed to diffi- 
culties that might confound the wi- 
sest, and to dangers that might appal 
the boldest statesmen ; difficulties and 
dangers for which the emolument ^of 
office, add the pride of party vfejfory, 
uld but poorly compensate to men 
who looked, as I hope they look, not 
only to themselves but to the country ; 
to future fame as well as to present 
povvcl^ Perlwp* it may be already 
too late, and we may shortly be des- 
tined, partly owing to our own fol- 
lies, and partly owii^g to those awful 
events which we could not controul, 
and which have made our times the 
beginning of a new era in the world, 
to share the f£te of the oth«r nations 
of Europe. Perhaps we are already 
in a situation which defies the efforts 
of the wisest and best men among us, 
and which would have defied the ef- 
forts of these wiser and greater„men 
whom wc have lost. But if the coun- 
try, shorn of its honours, and hum- 
bled as it must be, can still be pre- 
served, sure I am, that its preserva- 
tion cannot be the work of those by 
whom it has been brought into its 
present situation, or of persons \jjho 
, proceed upou the same system win* 
^inferior ability. It cannot be pre- 
served by the wreck and remnant of 
a ministry', by something weaker than 
that which was already supposed to 
have attained the utmost possible 
point of debility ; persons whose de- 
ff'Ctfl are notorious, and vvkos # very 
apulogy i$ r *ahameful ; # who oner us 
their intolerance auVl court favour, as 
substitutes for all the qualities that 
ought to belong*to an English adpii- 
uistrationt It is time to try «ome' 
other remedy before the last ago».y 
comes ou» If thi3 empire is to be 


destroyed, let it not be under thereign 
cf these Augusvuli. Let its cm! bo 
worthy of a state which* has achieved? 
great actions and produced great men. 
If we fall, let us fall with dignity.” 

Mr Ponsonby followed in a strain 
not leas severe.*, «*. WJio was it,” he 
asked, “*fhat : nad been selected to 
command the gipatest expedition 1 that 
eyer left the shores of England ? Was 
it a general wise from long Experi- 
ence, and illustrious from the splen- 
dour of^nany victories, — one covered 
p «with well-earned &ur£ls, the military 
pride of the country, who Excited 
her most sanguine hopes, and enjoyed 
heamost complete confidence ? Alas ! 
the flower of her forces was commit- 
ted in an evil hour to the guidance of 
that inauspicious and ill-omened offi- 
cer, of whom we knew nothing more 
than that he had once been at the 
head of the admiralty, where such 
was his lazy discharge of the duties 
of that office, that even his own bro- 
ther, the minister, could not suffer 
the functions of the state to sleep be- 
neath his indolence. Thisj” said Mr 
Ponsonby, “ Is no time for half mea- 
sures, it is ^7T7^>av>;ibr civility,, or 
courteous compliance to the feelings 
of public men s it is a crisis w.hich 
calls upon the House of Commons 
to put forth its penal powers. Had 
I a choice between punishment and 
pardon, I should prcfj gjr m inishment. 
because the circumstances of the coun- 
try imperiously require solne solemn 
example.” 

Lord Castlejre^gh replied, that he 
did not fear t&e'excrcisc of thaj penal 
justice with whicli he was thus threat- 
wed : he claimed no mercy ; he re- 
quested only a fair inquiry into the 
merits and demerits of his conduct. 
He had not been ignorant of the na- 
ture of the climate of Walchcren at 
tlfct season of the year ; but it had* 
12 
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nevfcr been intcnd^Il that the army 
l should be locked up there so long ; a 
coupde main against the naval power 
of the enemy was the object, not the 
mere capture of Flushing, anti there- 
fore it was expected, that the troops 
would be employed in a dry country, 
between Wajcheren and Bergen • op - 
Zoom. With regard to the evacua- 
tion of the island, that was a measure 
wherein he had co share* and there- 
fore could not take upon hpftself ei- 
ther to justify or* condemn it. — Mr; 
Canning spoke’ more at length, call- 
ing like Lord Cjistlereagh for inquiry, 
and like him saying, that his respon- 
sibility and knowledge ceased when 
it was intimated to government that 
the objects of the expedition could 
not be accomplished. u He did riot 
know,” lie said, “ but that sufficient 
reasons might be produced to account 
for the failure ; but he could not agree 
with those persons who represented 
that the calamitous failure in its main 
objects was in any degree alleviated 
by the partial success which had been 
obtained. He never supposed that 
Flashing and Wah; h e r e rc objects 

^adequate to such preparations and ex- 
pence ; but he did consider that the 
possession of the naval arsenal at 
Antwerp would have been of the first 
importance as a British object, and 
that no other point could have been 
selected hr Which the force which it 
was in thii power of this country to 
send could render more service to the 
common cause. Whether an expe- 
dition should have been sent, as some 
reason&rs argued, to the north of Ger- 
* many, was a question not altogether 
of policy, but of justice also. The 
only circumstances in which justice 
would allow us to interfere in conti- 
nental insurrections, were, first, if the 
people of any country, having w 
weighed their peculiar circumstances, 
VQL- Ilf*, PART f. 


should determine that it was better 
to run the extremest dangers of war, 
than submit to the degree of oppres- 
sion under which they laboured. Then 
it wou£d certainly be just, and beco- 
ming the dignity of this country, to 
assist them in breaking their chains. 
-—There was another case,'* in which 
also it would be just and allowable 
to interfere ; if we could send large 
armies, which were themselves nearly 
a match for the utmost strength of 
the enemy, and whidfk we wercftalling 
to commit, as fully as the country it- 
self was to be committed which we 
came to assist. . We had, however, 
no right to stimulate other people to 
struggle, unless we were determined 
to support them with our utmost 
means. Considering how partial the 
insurrection in the north of Germa- 
ny was, it would have been most un- 
just to the people of that country to 
stimulate them to insurrection, with- 
out a determination to support them 
to the utmost ; and it would have 
been most impolitic to have come to 
such a determination in the present 
state of Europe. If we could send 
one of those great substantive armies, 
such as traversed Germany in the 
thirty years war, like a nation among 
nations, carrying its own magazines, 
with it, then perhaps the north of 
Germany might have been the proper 
destination. The ease was, however, 
now widely different. But if there 
was a country in which it would be 
perfectly just to interfere, Spain was 
that iCou%itry. There the torch of 
insurrection was every where lighted 
and every where burning, and there- 
fore wo exposed the people of that 
country to rib additional danger by 
giving them our assistance.* We did 
nevt, however, pretend to commit our- 
selves to the. same extent that the 
Spanish nation was committed. It 
u 
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r was always understood that the Bri- 
tish army was lent to them as a trust 
to be restored, not given as a loan to 
he expended. At present their was 
no question about raising any«general 
confeder cy against France. That 
would be an idle speculation. But 
if any country was resolved to make 
an # effort to break jts chains, that 
country became our ally. • Most des- 
ponding feelings had been expressed 
with respect to Spain. We were in- 
foim&h that aiwudisposition existed 
on the part of the constituted autho- 
rities there to give the people an in- 
terest in the struggle. And it had 
been asked, why we did v.oi omk avour 
to effect a change internally ? Were 
wc then to go with the Koran in one 
hand, and the' sword in the other, to 
change thehabits and religion of those 
whom we would aid ? 1 am not," 
said Mr Canning, “ nice in the means 
which I would make use of to thwart 
tlic views of Buonaparte. I would 
gladly press a combination of all na- 
tions, and of all religions, into a pha- 
lanx to oppose him. I would unite 
with the Turk, without requiring him 
to lay aside the turban, and I would 
march to the field with the poor bi- 
goted Spaniaul, without first ii^nsl- 
r ing on his divesting himself of supfcr- 
c stition. Some were of opinion, that 
no aid should have been granted till 
the cortes were convoked. But 1 
slioqld be very sor^y to have to an- 
swer for such conduct, as it would 
have been a sure way of creating in- 
testine divisions ; the clashing inte- 
rests of thfe several jnoviiAes might 
have produced th0 most fatal conse- 
quence*!. Thus, had the Castilian 
cortes been assembled? Buonaparte, 
by cal Lift g the Arragontse agfinst 
them, might have divided Spain with- 
in herseit more complete. 1 y than she 
was divici.d by the Ebro." 


Mr Canning ^hen noticed till? at- e 
tacks which had been made upor* 
Lord Wellington, saying, that the ad-‘ 
vance to Talavera vyaS that general’s 
own act, but an act of which he ap- 
proved, as he r cjjd also of the honours 
with which that «gallant officer had 
been so deservedly rewarded, ‘i We 
ojught pot," said he, “ tohmdcrvaluc 
the heno’s laurels, even though they 
may be barren. Hus valour then so 
long bd^i admired, and nowat last lost 
# its value ? Have we*on a sudden become 
so enlightened, that we can Contem- 
plate it with philosophic apathy ? The 
moralist may sh ’dderat the shedding 
of human blood ; yet still was Lord 
Wellington entitled 1 to the gratitude 
of his country, and the glories of Ta- 
lavera were not purchased so dearly 
as to be for ever deplored." He 
concluded by referring to a subject 
which more particularly and person- 
ally applied to himself,-— his dispute 
with Lord Castlcreagh. He was of 
opinion, he said, that the dignity and 
decency of the house, and the respect 
which was due to the feelings or in- 
dividual nn ftii in ijjij'inhl prevent puy 
discussion of that subject in parliiv 
ment ; for himself, it was his fixed 
determination, that no provocation 
should induce him to enter into any 
such discussion. 

Mr Whitbread replied, that as far 
as that subject rcspectefh-the indivi- 
duals concerned, no gcntl«man would 
wish to bring it into discussion there ; 
but the question which Mr Cajoling 
had to answer to the country was, # 
why lie had suffered I.ord*CastIe- 
scagh to remain in office, after being 4 
convinced that he was unfit to remain ■ 
there ? This question he hoped the 
right honourable gentleman would be 
compelled to answer to the house and 
t% the public. “ One thing, how* 
evei^" Mr Whitbread said, “ much 
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delighted him. Mr C/nning had said 
tW in a good cause ahe would seek 
t|e assistance of yen of all religions ; 
the Turk and*the Christian, the Jew 
and tlie Pagan, politically considered, 
were to him equal. . No doubt then, 
now thftt he and L*>rd Castlereagh 
were emancipated from the shackles 
pf bigotry, they would unite with the, 
fiicnds cf toleration in support of un- 
limited religious freedom.” Then lie 
adverted to the present adrmfistr^i- 
tion; and the manner in which it had 4 
been forced. “ Marquis Wellesley,” 
he said, u went to Spain after delays 
which ought to be accounted for, anjl 
of which he should hereafter demand 
an explanation : there, however, at 
last he went, and what were his ser- 
vices when he got there ? Why, he 
went through the mummery of dan- 
cing on the French flag ! He did 
more; — he visited the junta, went 
through all the routine of etiquette 
and politics*, made a speech about re- 
form, took his glass after dinner, and 
religiously toasted the Pope. It was 
surprising indeed to see him *so soon 
.returning after hjs flirt? v ._"ft with the 
wfjore.of Babylon at Cadiz 1 On his 
return, of course, when the places 
were going, he came in for his share, 
and made one of the administration 
which the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer had at length compiled ; but in 
what manner had he compiled it ? 
His first application was to twoaioblc 
lords, with whose priucijJies he*had 
been at war all his political life : they 
•ejected the tender in a manner wor- 
thy of tlfeir dignity, and the rebuff 
which thcy'gave would have daunted • 
any man of less temerity than him- 
< vlf. There was not a man, from the 
Orkneys to the Land's End, who did 
not pronounce him and his admini- 
stpation weak, incapable, and insuffi-t 
» ioot. ’Even with the addition of the 


two colleag^K's who had deserted 
them they were feeble, but they then 
stood on a principle, or rather in op- 
position to a principle ; but now, ha- 
ving bcefi rejected by all who were 
worthy, the weak, and old, and infirm 
were collected from the hedges and 
high roads, and consorted with for 
want of better.” . 

Mr Whitbread then came to t!*e 
burthen of his song. “ Pompous lan- 
guage,” said he, “ is held out as to 
the nourishing state of our rev&flut ; 
our treasury we aivtold is full. Aye, 
by the rigorous severity with which 
the taxes are collected, and methods 
by which tly liberty of the subject 
is directly struck at. Let an eco- 
nomical reform be instituted before 
the last ounce is exacted, and the 
country reduced to despair ! Let a 
government be removed to which the 
people have refused their confidence ! 
Let our relative situation with the ene- 
my be well considered! Austria gone, 
the French force concentrated, and 
Spain their only object. We are told 
that Portugal may be defended by 
SO, 000 men ; but would not Buona- 
parte know our force to a drummer, 
and where we had 30,000 he would 
have (liree score. Who would strug- 
gle against such fearful odds ! We 
held our ground in that country just 
at the will of. the French emperor, 
and at his option he could drive us 
out of it. And yjliat could we ex- 
pect from our present ministry,— 
such a ministry, — or rather from a 
single roan, dor the Chancellor of .the 
Exchequer^ in fact, stood alone. Mar- 
quis Wellesley, of •whom such ac- 
count had beeir made, might be con- 
sidered as completely insignificant. 
WhcAvas he ? The governor of India, 
the man who had scarcely escaped the 
cciffeurc of that, house for his cruel 
tvranuv ! the man who had assailed 



20 EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1310. [Chap, h 


the press, that sacred palladium of the 
people ! the friend of despotism ! the 
foe to liberty! Could this man say 
to Buonaparte, in the noble indigna- 
tion of insulted virtue, 44 I. have not 
done as you have !” Alas ! if such 
a man had strength, he would indeed 
be a fearful acquisition to such a go- 
vernment ; but he # was known, and 
therefore weak and harmless. Peace,’ ’ 
Mr Whitbread concluded, 44 shbuld 
be the cry of the nation. Peace, — 
particularly because the thraldom of 
millions of, our fellow subjects was 
the tenure by which this incapable 
junta held their ojficcs.” 

Mr Perceval replied J;o this speech 
in all its parts. 44 As to the situa- 
tion,” he said, 44 which he had the 
honour to hold in his majesty’s coun- 
cil, he must state, in the most expli- 
cit and duteous manner, that it was 
not an object of his own desii e ; on 
the contrary, if his wishes had been 
realized, another person would then 
have held the office of first lord of the 
Treasury. When, by his majesty’s 
directions, he had applied to Earls 
Grey and Grenville, for the purpose 
of foribing an extended admiuistra- 
tion, the first proposition which he 
should have made to them, if they 
had given him an opportunity of sta- 
ting it, would have been, that it should 
be left to themselves to determine 
who should be the first lord of the 
Treasury.” — TfyJswas a confession of 
weakness; twelve months before, Mr 
Perceval was strong in the opinion of 
tl\c people; but now the deplorable 
WalcKeren expedition ming about 
him like a millrston'e, and, even in his 
own feelings, weighed hire down. In 
defence of that expedition, the argu- 
ments which he add heed wcre,Hliat it 
was of great importance to destroy 
th^bason at Flushing ; that no 1>et- *• 
ter mode could have been devised, not 


for withdrawn'* French troops from 
the Danube, b”t to prevent reinforce- 
. ments of c 25 or 30,p00 men from g{)- 
ing thither; that* Austria, the mo- 
ment she knew such an expedition 
was in agitation,. had entreated us to 
persevere in it ? and that, within a 
day or two of the conclusion .of the 
# peace, she had requested us not. 
to evacuate Walcheien. He rose 
into a higher strain when he spoke 
o/ tlflr Spaniards, and the unjust and 
unfeeling manner in which their -con- 
duct had been represented.* 44 Was 
it liberal,”, he said, 44 that the de- 
fenders of Zaragoza and Gcrona 
should be saH to have displayed no 
generosity, no enthusiasm, no patriot- 
ism ? Well, indeed, might those per- 
sons censure what was done to aid 
the Spanish cause, who could assert 
that the cause did not deserve suc- 
cess. But neither in ancient nor in 
modern history can an example be 
found of a country maintaining a 
contest like that which this dcgi aded 
Spain, and this degraded Spanish go- 
vernment, had so long supported. 
Never, ir. -rent times, had 250 ? (X)0 
Frenchmen been so long in a, coun- 
try without subduing it. Spain was 
not subdued, but what effect upon 
the Spaniards such language as had 
been used that night might produce-, 
it was impossible to predict !” 

167 members divided against thr 
ministry, leaving them majority of 
9 6.* On- a subsequent 
evening, when the address Jan . c 25. 
was again taken into con- 
sideration, Sir Francis Bu&dett rose. 
“ The result,” he said, 44 of all which 
he heard, was to confirm more and 
more the calm conviction with which 
lie entered that room, of the neces- 
sity of a thorough, constitutional, 
and temperate reform. Never were 
men in such a state of self-abandon- 
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ment as the ministry; after the nume- 

( ous instances of thiAr obstinacy, fa- 
ulty, and incapability, which had 
stigmatized the short period of time 
since their last meeting in that place 5 
they had gotlyng.to^say for them- 
selves, and could have confidence in 
nothing cxcopt in ttyat assembly, in 
which there seemed to be a mysteri- 
ous something, that might justify the 
most culpable in expecting not mere- 
ly impunity, but protection.* # Th/?re 
were persons wjio thought the publig 
dangei* might be averted by removing 
these ministers and appointing others 
in their stead. lie could derive *io 
hope from any such alteration. 
Change of men* could do nothing; 
it was not to the tools, it was to the 
nature and design of the work itself 
that he objected ; the real danger lay 
not in the ministers, but in that fatal 
and pernicious system, of which they 
were only the passive instruments. 1 1 
was only" by that system that the 
treatment which his majesty had been 
advised to give the first corporation 
in the kingdom could be accounted 
•foi*, that insulwnflicted u'y the crown 
upon the corporation of the city of 
London, which in bad times had been 
treated with respect, and in the worst 
of times had never been insulted with 
impunity. The present was not indeed 
a solitary instance of encroachment up- 
on the right of petition ; in the whole 
couj-se of bis present majcsty*s # unfor- 
tunate reign, repeated instances were 
to b? found of the same insulting in- 
difference toward the exercise of this 
iuvaluSble and indisputable privilege. 
He had another circumstance to ad- 
vert to ; when that meeting brokr; up 
last session, they were in possession 
of the foulandscandaious job respect- 
ing Chelsea Hospital. What would 
'they, now think when they were toAl, 
‘that, notwithstanding all his exer- 


tions to defeat that job, it had teen 
recently concluded, and the grant 
made out ! Did ministers suppose 
this was the way to stop further in- 
quiry ? On a future day he would 
move for the revocation of the grant, 
and fi^low up what he had begun in 
order to defeat this job.” • 

After these preliminaries, Sir Fran- 
cis delivered nis opinion upon the 
kiflg’s speech. “ The king’s speech 
at the opening of parliament,” he 
said, “ ought to b^ a general ‘ex- 
position upon every prominent event 
and extensive operation that had oc- 
curred during the recess ; and not a 
mere milk # and water composition, 
full of unmeaning generals that could 
not be disputed, and tlie truth of 
which had neither importance nor 
application. The present speech said 
nothing of the state of our affairs in 
India ; and as to what it did say, there 
was a passage towards the conclusion 
of it, # that he thought, deserved monr 
animadversion than it had, yet met 
with ; he meant that part that was 
tacked to the speech, relating to a 
provision for the poorer order of 
clergy. He should be softy to op- 
pose any justifiable method of relie- 
ving the wants of that body of men, 
but never would he consent to Jo so t 
by imposing additional exactions on 
a burthened and almost exhausted 
country. If the poor clergy were 
so indigent, the); could not derive re- 
lief from a fitter source than - the 
wealthy part of their own calling : 
the higher order of the established 
clergy w* re, in all conscience, rich 
enough to contribute to the necessi- 
ties of tthe poorer class of their bro- 
ther- hood ; there could be no doubt 
thft so opulent a body had the means 
to assist the individuals attached to 
it, and while they were so amply 
gifted with the means, it would be 
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invidious to express a doufot, that men 
of their profession would be wanting 
in the inclination. To the rich cler- 
gy, therefore, he would leave* their 
poorer brethren, or to whatever be- 
nefit mi glit be diawn from an appli- 
cation to that 'purpose of Queen 
Anne’s bounty ; in short, he would 
agree to any plausible expedient for 
thdir relief, but never would hear of 
wringing from the hard hands of ho- 
nest industry the last shilling for such 
an application.’^ 

Sir Francis, after declaring in such 
language his opposition to a measure 
not merely unobjectionable, but of 
' great and unminglecf good, .proceeded 
to other topics of complaint, some 
real, sonic imaginary, and all address- 
ed more to the passions of an igno- 
rant populace, than to the House of 
Commons. “ The manner in which 
the taxes were collected, ’’ he said, 
“ was vexatious, harassing, and op- 
presive in the extreme. He instan- 
ced cases where poor farmers were 
surcharged for dogs : theie was no 
means of redress, but by means which 
involved the injured parties in greater 
exper.ee than the fraudulent exaction 
amounted to. The tax itself was 
20s., ten of which went into the iu- 
% former’s pocket ; and in general the 
fraudulent surcharges went only to 
enrich the exactor, without contribu- 
ting a mite to the treasury. Yet 
with our country in t^lis state, we bad 
had ‘a jubilee ! a general rejoicing, 
which he could only call a clumsy 
trick to thrust joy down tie? throats 
of the pcdple. The most alarming 
changes were imperceptibly taking 
place among us, the country ivas set 


thick with barracks, and foreign mcr-, 
ccnaries were daiiy introduced, with-* 
out exciting comment or curiosity. 1. 
The regiment of the Duke of Bruns- 
wick Oels, * who immediately before 
were stigmatised in the general orders 
of. the Archduke Charles, as* unfit 
to be employed in service with* sol- 
diers, were brought here* to defend 
Englishmen* — Englishmen wanted no 
such defence. He bad another mon- 
strous ft/fiovation to rcpiobate, hate- 
ful to the constitution, and destruc- 
*tive of our liberties, — the practice of 
secret and solitary imprisonment ; but 
at present be would forbear going 
into that subjet t. The insult to the 
city of London affcfrded a rallying 
point to every county in the empire 
to support the right of petitioning* 
and stand up together against despo- 
tism. Tf the king was not tobe made ac- 
quainted with any thing, but through 
the polluted medium of his ministers, 
then were they on the brink of de- 
struction, and all that remained of 
their freedom, and of their constitu- 
tion, was lost/ He was not one of 
those who coiVld attribute all the ims« 
fortune and calamities of this reign 
to the influence of a malignant star — 
no star was necessary ; there was 
something wrong in themselves, from 
which all these evils sprang. He 
could see in that room the root of all 
the evil. Here was the root ; and 
the branches spread over aifJ extend- 
ed to every extremity of the country. 
Under their shade flourished no. use- 
ful plants, nothing but noxious weeds. 
The fruits upon the boughs' were , 
tempting to the eye, hut to the ta&tc 
they betrayed the bitterness of asjics. 


* The Instorv of the brave and loj.nl mm who are thus unjustly vilified, may be 
seen in our iait year’?, volume, cliaptet ‘Jti. The manner in which Sii 1 imicis im- 
plicates them in a cfi:irge*of lowaulice, b lull the leiifct icpiclicneihlc parLof,thi« 
*,iy rcpui.rii-iLic decbmiution. . 
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# Th£y knew the passage to which ho House of Lords, was a vote of thanks 
'alluded, and also knew what it was to Lord Wellington. It 
laid ought to be done to the tree was opposed by Earl Suf- Jan. £6. 
which was pot *£Ood. Ourcorrup- folk, # who repeated hisopi- 
tion interfered with every branch of nion, that the best mode of employ- 
the state — it injured our navy, our ing our troops in aid of Spain, would 
armyf our* cofhmerce£-and ministers, he to send them by 10 or 20,000 
at any price^ must have a majority in together on board our fleets, to be 
parliament*. There f was a Roman, landed wherever they woulfl be most 
whose*unrcmitting advice to the sfc- useful. " By Mich a mode of \yar- 
natc was, “ Carthjgemust be 3cst»oy- fijre,” he 'said, “ Gerona, during its 
cd ;” so would he return c^y* to the long and glorious defence, might 
si-mo point, “ This house musf be have been relieved.” Earl Grosvc- 


reforr^ed.” * - * 

When Sir Francis had finished his 
harangue, Mr Yorke called upon the 
house to observe the remarkable ban- 
ner in which he had spoken of the 
House of Commons, never designa- 
ting them by that, their pioper 
name, but calling them “this n.ssnn- 
li/i/, or this room y or this meeting .” 
Mr Whitbread moved an amendment 
to the report, declaring that the house 
would, at the earliest opportunity, 
apply ftself diligently to eilect an eco- 
nomical reform, “ Such a declara- 
tion, ” he said, “ would bo. gratifying 
^ to a people, who had with patience 
# unexampled in history, submitted to 
a grinding system of taxation, at va- 
riance with the spirit of the constitu- 
tion under which they had been ac- 
customed to live.” This Mr Perce- 
val opposed. “ The language,” he 
said, “ in which Mr Whitbread rc- 
commenrk’d bis amendment, f w.u4 such 
as could answer no good purpose, and 
flic amendment itself could only serve 
to raise expectation in the people, 
which could not be gratified. His 
majesty had promised, that the esti- 
mates For the current year should lac* 
prepared with the utmost attention 
to economy, and that pledge was suf • 
ficient.” The amendment was then 
negatived by members against $ r > K 
The first measure proposed in the 


nor also opposed the vote, anci made 
some judicious remarks upon the 
practice of ennobling men whose for- 
tunes were not adequate to support 
the rank. •“ ft was of importance to 
the country,” he said, “ that the 
peerage should not be jhus bestowed, 
became, though no baa consequences 
might follow while the individual li- 
ved, the want of fortune was likely 
to Tender his successors dependant on 
the crown. The ends of military 
faint' and reputation would be better 
promoted, if different orders of mili- 
tary merit were established ; the same 
spirit of valour would be excited, and 
all ^convenience to the constitution 
avoided.” Earl Grey denied that 
the battle of Talavcra was a victory, 
and .that it deserved any reward. 
“ It had indeed been trumpetled a* 
such,” he said, “ by bis majesty** 
ministers, but in so doing they had 
practised an •unworthy deception. 
Lord Wellington had betrayed want 
of capacity and want of skill, and 
the consequence had been most disas- 
trous ;«i?or indeed did w'*; yet* know 
the extent the evil, for our anny 
had been compelled to retreat into 
Portugal, where he feared it was now 
very critical situation, and where, 
from the unheal thmess of tlie position 
which it occupied, disease had made 
such an alartmug progress among the 
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troops, that he believed their number 
did not now exceed 9000 elective men. 

Marquis Wellesley replied, “ he 
knew the circumstances whid\ had 
influenced his brothef'in all hi$ move- 
ments during the campaign, and the 
plain statement of those circumstan- 
ces triumphantly vindicated him. A- 
gainst 6trange mismanagement,” he 
said, “ such unlooked for, such un- 
accountable casualties as had occurred 
during that campaign, and frustrated 
a pl^n^so wisely contrived, no human 
prudence on Sir Arthur’s part could 
provide. Concerning the necessity of 
a radical change in the government of 
Spain, his opinions,^’ he continued, 
u were not unknown. But it surely 
was not to be expected that Spain 
could reach once the vigour of a 
free government, just emerging as she 
was from that dreadful oppression 
which had broken down the faculties 
of her people,— from those inveterate 
habits and ancient prejudices which 
had so long contracted her views and 
retarded her improvement, and from 
that disconnection and disunion be- 
tween her different provinces. The 
change which was desired could not 
be the w r ork of a day. But were we 
therefore to desert the Spaniards in 
this cvi&is of their fortunes, and aban- 
don them to the mercy of their cruel 
invaders ? As for the circumstances 
which attended and followed the bat- 
tle of Tala vera, nothing more perhaps, 
in a military sense, cotild be said of the 
result of it, than that the British troops 
had repulsed the attack of a French 
army filmcwt double their rtu inters, 
the efforts of which., had been chiefly 
direct «.*d against them. But was there 
no skill, no bravery, no perseverance 
displayed ip the mode ir. which that 
repulse was effected ? Did nr glory 
redound from it to the British arms i 
Had it not been acknowledged, even 


by the enemy, as the severest check t 
they had yet sustained ! That victory, 
had saved the south of Spain from 
absolute destruction, * l^d afforded' 
time to Portugal to organizeher army, 
and had enabled Lprd Wellington to 
tal$e a position where he might derive 
supplies from Spain, at t,he samejtime 
that he drew nearer to his own ma- 
gazines^ He should not attempt to 
diminish the disasters which after- 
wards befel the Spanish armies ; both 
his noble brother and he himself had 
\'!ftnestly advised thenrto keep on the 
defensive ; but, flushed with the vic- 
tory of TaJavera, and too sanguine of 
success, they advanced at all points, 
and the result had fatally justified the 
propriety of the advice which had 
been given them. This, however, 
was not the present subject. It was 
enough for him to have shewn that 
Lord Wellington had arrested the 
progress of the French armies into 
the south of Spain, and procured a 
breathing time for Portugal ; that 
country was placed in a greater de- 
gree of security than at any time since 
it had been menaced by France, aqcj 
such essential improvements had been 
introduced into the Portugucze army, 
that it would be enabled effectually 
to co-operate with the British troops. 
These advantages were fairly to be 
ascribed to the skill of Lord Wel- 
lington, and lie did not hesitate to 
say, tha\ his brother was, is justly 
entitled' to every distinction which fys 
sovereign had conferred, and to cycty 
honour and reward which it was in 
the power of that house to bestow, 
as any noble lord who for his personal 
services had obtained the same dis- 
tinctions, or who sat there by descent 
from his illustrious ancestors,” 

The debate was closed by Lord 
Grfnville, who argued from the mis- 
conduct of the Spanish government 
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againsl our own- lt Let the house,” 
he said , €i consider how much depen- 
dence the ministers had placed upon 
suchagovernn)eRt 9 |S^hatof the Spa- 
niards, and then reflect whether they 
would be justified in.sujjporting them 
in a coiftinuance of error. We were 
now tqld that* great reliance was to 
be placed uJ>on the co-operation of 
the Portagueze : he would only say, * 
that they ought to judge of the future 
from the past; that they ought to 
recollect the retreat? for want of co- 
operation ; and that the remnant oP 1 
the army was in a situation not dissi- 
milar to that in which it was place^l 
by its advance to Talavera.” — The 
vote of thanks was opposed in like 
^manner in the House of Commons by 
Lord Milton, by Mr Vernon, who 
chose so inauspicious a sub- 
Feb . 1. ject for his first speech in 
parliament, by Mr Ponson- 
by, Lord Folkestone, Gen. Tarleton, 
and Mr Whitbread, who both on 
tliis occasion did some justice to the 
Spaniards, as it served to strengthen 
their ^argument against Lord Wel- 
lington. If tha^panish position had 
b^en forced, they said, it was clear 
that the right of the English army 
must have been turned ; — the Spani- 
ards, to whom Lord Wellington al- 
lowed no praise, whom he represented 
as taking no part in tlje battle, he 
was nevertheless necessitated to men- 
tion no lcbStothau five times in bis dis- 
patch. Mr Whitbread also remark- 
ed, that in the famous charge of the 
■SJ3d dragoons, there was much to 
blame. •There was almost a gulf be- 
tween them and the enemy when they; 
made the charge, and many were lost 
in consequence : this ought to have 
been known before ; the ground 
.should have been reconnoitred. Both 
Speakers agreed in- condemning Lori 
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Wellington. # peneral Tarleton said; 
that his dispatches were vain -glorious, 
partial, and incorrect ; that he had 
been deficient in information concern- 
ing the amount and situation of Soult’s 
army ; and that he had been com- 
pelled to a precipitate retreat, after 
abandoning his sick and wqundcd. 
Mr Whitbread affirmed, that the bat- 
tle had beeij more a repulse than ft 
victory ; nor could he, he said, with- 
hold a tear, when he thought of tho 
British blood which had been spilt in 
a sacrifice to incapacity and folly. The 
consequence of the battle was, that 
the army had no other retreat than 
that through Delcitosa, and their con- 
dition during that retreat was such, 
that many hundred perished on the 
road from mere famine. The Spanish 
cause, he concluded, was now more 
hopeless than ever. The motion re- 
ceived a powerful support from Mr 
Windham, who, setting all party views 
aside, followed on this occasion the 
feelings of his own generous nature. 
“ The unproductive consequences of 
this victory,” he said, “ for a victory 
it was and a glorious victory, were 
not to be put in comparison with the 
military renown which we had gain- 
ed ; it was of much more service to 
the nation than the taking of a ship 
or a sugar island. Ten or fifteen 
years ago, it was thought on the con- 
tinent that we might do something at 
sea, — that an Englishman was a sort 
of sea animal ; but our army was ct>n- 
sidere^ as nothing. Our achievements 
in Egyjpt fyst entitled us to the name 
of a military power; the.battft of 
Maida confirm^! it ; and he would 
not givejthe battles of Vimeiro, Co- 
runa, and Talavera, for a whole At> 
chijielago of Sugar islands. V The 
vot£ was carried in both houses with- 
out a division.. 
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The subject was renewed when the 
house resolved itself into a 
Feb . 16. committee upon the king’s 
message, recommending that 
a pension of tJOth' /l* should Jie settled 
upon Lord Wellington, and the two 
next heirs to his title in succession. 
This measure was vehemently oppo- 
sed. “ With the grant of the peer- 
age,” Mr Caleraft &aid, “ that house 
had nothing to do ; he was sowy it 
had been conferred, but though, there 
was no remedy for it, the house ought 
not to add to it the pension. Pcnsi-* 
ons and thanks might indeed be voled, 
but they could not permanently blind 
the country; whatever the public opi- 
nion might be now, he w ? as convinced 
it would not be with ministers upon 
this subject a month hence, when the 
whole fruits of Lord Wellington’s 
victories and campaigns would deve- 
Jope themselves to public view. It 
was mournful and alarming to hear 
that Lord Wellington had said he 
could defend* Portugal with 30,000 
men, provided 30,000 of them were 
British ; for if the French were in 
earnest in their designs upon that 
country* before three months Lord 
Wellington and his army would be in 
.England. Neither Portugal nor any 
othtr country could be defended by 
victories like that of Talavera.” 

General Crawfurd, in supporting 
the motion, said he believed Lord 
Wellington had many debts previous 
to his going to India, and that the mo- 
ney he got there might have gone to 
pay them ; a peerage therefore might 
be ah incti/nbruncc witliout'a pension. 
General Loftus also' remarked, that 
he had always been one of the most 
liberal men in existence, and the state 
of his circumstances was there loro, he 
imagined, far from adequi e to v the 
support of the high dignity to which 
lie was elevated. Sir Francis JBur- 


dett seized the occasion which w/is 
thus given lii/n. ** If Lord Wel- 
lington’s liberality,” he said, “ l/ul 
brought him igty difpculty or dout, 
who was it they called upon to free 
him from the incumbi since ? The peo- 
ple , — who alread y owed deb ttfenough, 
not in consequence of any prodigality 
of their own, but through the impo*. 
r sitioijs of tin ir representatives. Sure- 
ly when such waajihe case, they ought 
to bu (cautious that not a sixpence 
should be demanded without esta- 
blishing the claim of a .strong neces- 
sity. As to the military part of the 
question, lie could only say, that the 
result was failure, — failure as com- 
plete as failuie could be. But even 
if the occasion bad been such as to 
deserve reward, he should object to 
making any appeal for that purpose 
to the people’s purse. What was 
become of the patronage of the go- 
vernment ? Where were the sinecures, 
which were always defended because 
they aflbidcd a fund for such purpo- 
ses as these ! One valuable place, that 
of governor of Portsmouth, was. lately 
vacant, arickto which Lord Weeing* 
ton might have been appointed ; a 
tellership of the Exchequer, he be- 
lieved, was row in the hands of the 
crown. Yet application was made to 
the people, and this by a .government 
who, while .they perpetually threw 
the burden upon the people, had 
greate** means of rewarding* merit at 
tlu.ir‘ disposal, than all the combined 
merit- of Europe could possibly ex- 
haust.” 

The same strain of argument was 
pursued by Mr Whitbread. “ What 
was the objection,” he asked, “ to 
bestowing the government of Ports- 
mouth in this manner ? Was it be- 
cause Loid Wellington was liable to 
be sent out of the country ? Wh) , 
Junot was governor of Paris at the 
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tyne t\iat he was fighting in Portugal ; 
a\id there could be no reason why the 
governor of Parij should hot be op- 
posed by the governor of Portsmouth. 
Or there was the teliership ; for whom 
was this reserved ?. it for any 
person*who now fait uneasy in his 
seat, and wishtd to retp-e upon a com- 
•fortable sinecure ? It was often said, 
that thef expectation of one of# those 
great places falling* in, satisfied many 
a claimant : if so, why should not 
Lord Wellington Vait for one of 
them ? * It was an important part of 
the question, whether, supposing the 
peerage in this case to have been m,c- 
rited, the circumstances of the new 
peer were such as to require the pen- 
sion ; for if they were not, it would be 
a scandalous waste of the public mo- 
ney. Nor was it necessarily to follow, 
that whenever the king was advised 
to grant a peerage to any officer, the 
House of Commons was bound to vote 
him a pension.” After these remarks 
had been made, Mr Wellesley Pole 
rose and stated what the circumstances 
of his brother, Lord Wellington, real- 
ty, were. At thf taking Scringapa- 
*am he got .50001. ; in the Mahrattah 
war, 2.5,000 I . ; -1 (MX) 1 . from t he Con rt 
of Directors, for acting as civil com- 
missioner in the Mysore ; and about 
20001. from government, as arrears 
of pay, allowances, &c. Those sums, 
with some interest, made 43,000 L 
which ho bought from India* about 
WOOL bad been spent, *and half the 
remainder, together with 60001. her 
own fortune, had been settled on Lady 
Wellington. 

Mr Wilberforcc then appealed to 
the house, whether, if Lord Welling- 
ton had devoted the great talents 
which confessedly belonged to him 
to- the bar, or to any oilier liberal 
pursuit, lie would not have rendered 
fhem infinitely more productive than 


it appeared jbat he had done b/ ac- 
tively employing them in the service 
of his country? and he protested 
against the unjust and impolitic illi- 
berality of opposing such a grant up- 
on such motives. The same opinion 
was delivered by Mr Canning. “ The 
viefones of Lord Wellington,” lie 
said, “ had re-established bur military 
character apd retrieved the honotir 
of *the country, which was before in 
abeyance. If the system of l^stow- 
# ing the peerage was to be entirely 
changed, and the House of Lord.; 
to be peopled only by the successors 
to hereditary honours, Lord Wel- 
lington certainly foil’d not be found 
there. But he would not do that 
noble body the injustice to suppose 
that it was a men* stagnant lake of 
collected honours : it was to he oc- 
casionally refreshed by fresh streams. 
It was the prerogative of the crown 
to confer the honour of the peerage ; 
it was the duty of that house to give 
it honour and independence. The 
question was, whether they would en- 
able Lord Wellington to take his 
seat with the proudest peer in the 
other house, or whether they would 
send him there with the avowed in- 
tention that it was only to the crown 
he was to look for support* It 
was their duty to take care if the 
crown made a peer, that it should * 
not make a generation of peers wholly 
dependent on itS favour for their sup- 
port.” # # 

There was a great majority upon 
this question, 21 3 voting for the grant, 
106 against it. But tha Current of 
popular opinion irt the metropolis set 
in witluthe opposition at this time; 
for the Walchcicn expedition, like a 
pestilential vapour, clouded the whole 
political horizon. The common coun- 
cil presented, a petition against the 
pension; a measure so extraordinary, 
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the£ said, in the present state of the 
country, and under all the afflicting 
circumstances attending our armies 
in Spain and Portugal under that of- 
ficer's command, could not but piove 
highly injurious in its consequences, 
and no less grievous than irritating 
to the nation at large. In the mili- 
tary conduct of Lord Wellington, 
tbt* lord mayor and common council 
added, they did not recognise any 
claim^to national remuneration, and 
th<*y conceived it to be a high aggra- 
vation of the misconduct of his ma- 
jesty's unprincipled and incapable ad- 
visers, that they had, in contempt and 
defiance of public' opinion, recom- 
mended this grant to parliament. 
There was neither reason nor justice 
in making it,und therefore they pray- 
ed that it might not pass into a law. 
When the second reading was moved, 
Mr Whitbread said he trusted that 
as this petition had been presented, 
the minister would not press it that 
day. Mr Perceval replied he saw no 
necessity for any such forbearance, 
and the bill past by a great majority, 
106 dividing against 36. 

When* the papers respecting the 
Spanish campaign were laid before 
parliament, Lord Gren- 
Mat, 30. ville moved, that, before 
any others were printed, 
a secret committee should be appoint- 
ed to select and prepare them, fie 
prefaced this motioif with laying it 
down as the duty of ministers, in 
such cases, to take care that the pub- 
lic councils of friendly governments 
shouFd not Jbe betrayed, and that no 
improper reflections should be made 
upon the governments themselves ; 
that no publication should be made 
of the quarrels and disunions of Vhe 
leading poisons of such govei imenfa, 
or of those confidentially employed 
by them; and that it was, above ally 


a most sacred duty to take care that 
the safety and t*he lives of persons con- 
fidentially employed by them, or dh 
the part of this country *or from whofti 
information was obtained, should not 
be lightly c*6mpromised, pr wantonly 
put to hazard. All these dirties, he 
argued, the ministers Kad neglected. 
They had published, in the corre- 
spondence of their ambassaefor, flip- 
pant remarks upon the conduct of 
the Spanish generals and the junta ; 
they had betrayed a private and con- 
fidential communication, by publish- 
ing a private letter from the Duke of 
Albuquerque. But the most serious 
charge against them was, that they 
had published circumstances by which 
the safety and lives of individuals were 
endangered, — by which their lives 
would assuredly be forfeited if they 
came into the power of the French. 
One instance was mentioned, where 
700 defenceless prisoners were massa- 
cred in cold blood, — an act which 
nothing could justify ; and another, 
in which information of the move- 
ments of’ the enemy was obtained. 
He would not name the persons v r ho 
were thus unfeelingly alluded to, bui 
he feared they had already suffered 
through this criminal misconduct of 
ministers. 

Before these papers were printed, 
the executive government in Spain 
had undergone a total change, and 
this wao the first answer tfhich Mar- 
quis Welleslfcy made to Lord Gren- 
ville’s charges. “The noble lord,” he 
said, “ appeared to have forgotten 
that the central junta, to whose con- 
duct those papers referred, was actu- 
ally extinct.” Uponothei points the 
answer wa.s no less triumphant. “ As 
for the opinions expressed respect- 
ing the Spanish generals, Cucsta in 
particular, nothing' had been stated 
which was not notorious throughout' 
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all Stoain, in perfect conformity with 
the feelings of every ^officer and sol- 

i ier in the Spanish army, and of eve- 
y man attached y> the Spanish cause. 
In theDuk£of Albuquerque’s let 
ter also, there was not, a sentiment 
whi.dk that brtive jlnd illustrious com- 
mander had not himself publicly and 
loudly proclaimed. Wow, asfor the 
* person! whose names Lord Grenville 
had abstained from mentionfhg, no 
necessity existed* for such affected 
caution, their nam^s were wellkn<*wn 
both in Spain and France ; the pubLi-« 
cation of their names, when accom- 
panied by the mention of their hardy 
deeds, was one of the proudest dis- 
tinctions to which the Spanish pa- 
triots aspired ; these names had alrea- 
dy been published in the Spanish ga- 
zettes, for the purpose of honour and 
fame, as Lord Grenville would have 
known had lie been at all acquainted 
with the real state of Spain. So also 
respecting the 700 French prisoners 
who had been thrown into thcMinho : 
what would be thought of the cor- 
rectness of the information on which 
( thete charges against the ministry had 
been brought? when it was known that 
thi9 action was notorious throughout 
Spain, and notorious to the French 
government ; that Barrios, who in- 
flicted the retaliation, for such it 
was, however dreadful, himself loud- 
ly pi oclaimed and boasted of it at Se- 
ville ; thjt it was published in all the 
Spanish and French .gazettes, and 
that Barrios had been publicly pro- 
scribed by name, by the French go 
vernipent.— Where then was the se- 
cret which had been disclosed ? The 
transaction was public. Barrios ltad 
first made a solemn remonstrance 
against Marshal Ncy’s proceedings 
toward the Spanish prisoners, and 
failing in that remonstrance, retalia- 
tion had been ordered. . That o {tar 
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instance, in which it was said the; go- 
vernor of A|ila was exposed, w*as of 
the same description. Avila was in 
the hands of the French, the gover- 
nor \Vas in th% French interest, a 
known find avowed traitor ; the letters 
had not been betrayed by him, but 
ware found upon a friar, to whom 
they had been intrusted. What dan- 
ger then could. accrue to him from 
tty? publication of these letters, which 
had also, with all the circumstances 
of the case, already been published at 
Seville ? The noble lord then,” Mar- 
quis Wellesley pursued, u has betrayed 
the utmost ignorance with respect to 
every point upon which he ha9 touch- 
ed ; he stands convicted cither of not 
having read the papers, or of not 
understanding them. The house, 
therefore, he trusted,* would spare 
those imputations of indiscretion and 
neglect with which the government 
had been charged, and reject a mo- 
tion which would deprive them of 
that, full information necessary to 
guide their conduct. In these pa- 
pers, and those which were yet to be 
produced, it would be seen that the 
weakness, the dissentions^ and the 
corruptions of the Spanish officers 
and govern moot, were the real causes 
of all the calamities which had befal- 
len the Spanish nation. That know* 
ledge would furnish the grounds o£ 
a better system of policy for Spain, 
and perhaps for England her ally. 
A material part^of the correspondence 
consisted of his own dispatches ; he 
implored their lordships that they 
woidd ifi>t permit any part qf them 
to be suppressed, nor rub him of the 
advantage of a “public manifestation 
of thc*conduct which lie had pursued 
during his iyission.” The motion was 
tTien negatived without a division. 

• The affairs of Spain wereonce more 
brought before parliament, when the 
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Marquis of Lansdown moved for a 
vote of censure upon the ministers 
for rashness and ignorance. 
June 8. The strong ' bias of party 
spirit did ^not preverft this 
distinguished nobleman from 1 render- 
ing justice, in some respects, both to 
his own countrymen and to Spipn. 
“ Whatever he might think of the 
policy which led to the battle of Ta- 
lavera,” he said, “ or ofc its conse- 
quences, he should ever contemplate 
tilt action itself as a proud monu- 
ment of glory to the general who 
commanded, and to the army who 
won that glorious and ever memora- 
ble day. No succy's*?, he affirmed, 
could be expected in Strain under 
such a government, or wjlh armies so 
constituted and commanded as the 
Spanish armies, or where supplies 
could not be piocured ; these things 
ought to have been known ; but these 
things were no reflection on the Spa- 
nish national character. The Spa- 
niards had displayed acts of the most 
splendid heroism ever recorded : they 
had converted the walls of Zaragoza 
and Gerona into fortifications almost 
impregnable. The disasters of the 
Spaniards were imputable, not to the 
people, but to those who could sup- 
pose that a junta of persons put to- 
gether in any manner composed a 
government, and that a crowd of men 
collected in any way was an army. 
Still he was ready to confide in the 
Spanish people, and to believe that 
much might yet be done by their ef- 
forts ; and he cherishcdrthe hope, and 
\vould % chcrisli it to the lasfli that if 
ever Europe was saved, our own 
country would be an impoitant agent 
in that great event. But it v$‘as not 
by co-operating in raJi. expeditions 
with such Virmies as that of Cucsta. 

Marquis Wellesley replied. He 
pointed out the solid advantages 


which had been gained during* the 
last campaign, by securing Portugal? 
and giving time for, the Portuguez^ 
to form an army, yffyeh was now ii. 
a state to co-opcrate wifti the British 
troops ; he shewed also what advan- 
tages had beefl gained t (f tha Spa- 
niards, had the junta known how to 
profit by them* or followed the ear- 
nest advice which both he himself 
and Lbrd Wellington had pressed 
upon thejn in vain. Then, in a clear 
and* masterly manqer, he enforced the 
•duty and necessity of supporting the 
cause of Spain. «* Justly,” he said, 
“ had it been stated by the noble mar- 
quis, thaL f ever Europe was to be 
delivered, England must be the great 
agent in her deliverance ; and justly 
he might have added, that the fairest 
opportunity for effecting that deliver- 
ance opened, when Spain magnani- 
mously rose to resist the most flag- 
rant usurpation of which history re- 
cords an example. Not only were 
we called upon by the splendour, the 
glory, the majesty of the Spanish 
cause, to lend our aid ; a principle of 
self-preservation called upon us also ; 
tliefce efforts on the pal'L of Spain af- 
forded us the best chance of provi- 
ding for our own security, by keep- 
ing out of the hands of France the 
naval means of Spain, which Buona- 
paitc was so eager to grasp, knowing 
they were the most effectual weapons 
he could wield against the prosperity 
and the. power of Great Britain. The 
viewsof Buonaparte, inliiscndeavours 
to subjugate Spain, were obvious, fcven 
to superficial observers. The old go- 
vernment had placed at his disposal 
tbb various resources of that country, 
but the old government was feeble 
and effete ; and, however subservient 
to his will, he knew it was an instru- 
ment which he could not pitch to the 
tone of his designs. He therefore 
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resolved to seue upon the whole pe- 
ninsula, and to establish in it a go* 
vennmcnt of his own. He may have 
bc|n prompted tq Ihis partly by his 
hatred to the Bourbon race, paitly 
by the cravings of an insatiable am- 
bition, partly by tlte v^in desire of 
spreading his dynasty over Europe, 
partly By me*e vanity : f His main ob- 
ject was, .that he might wield with 
! new vigour the navaj and coloniSl re • 
w sources of Spain, to the de^ynent 
of Great Britain. This alone could 
suit the vastness ©f his designs ; this, 
alone could promise to gratify his 
mortal hatred of the British name. 
By the entire subjugation of the pe- 
ninsula, and the full possession of its 
various resources, he knew that he 
•should be best enabled to sap the fun- 
damental security of these kingdoms. 
Therefore, how highly important was 
it to keep alive in Spain a spirit of 
resistance to France I There were no 
means, however unprincipled, which 
Buonapaitc would scruple to employ 
for the attainment of his ends. To 
him . force and fraud were .alike, — 

- £prcc*tliat would stoop to all the base 
artifices of fraud} — fraud, that would 
come armed with all the fierce vio- 
lence of force. Every thing which 
the head of such a man could con- 
trive, or the arm execute, would be 
combined and concentrated into one 
vast effort, and that effort would be 
strained foi^ the humiliation and de- 
struction ot this country, Unriersal 
dominion is, and will continue to be, 
*the aiifl of all French governments ; 
but it i^ pre-env'nontly the object to 
h'hich such a mind as Buonaparte’s 
will aspire. England alone stands* 
in the way of the accomplishment of 
that design, and England he has 
therefore resolved to strike down and 
extirpate. How then were these da- 
ring projects to be met ? How, but 


by cherishing, wherever it may be 
found, but particularly in the penin- 
sula, the spirit of resistance to the 
usurpations of France. If wc have 
saved the navy of Portugal ; if wc 
have saved the Spanish ships at Fer- 
rol ; if wo have enabled the Portu- 
gue/tfr government to emigrate to 
their colomes ; if we have succeeded 
in yet securing the naval and coloni- 
al resources* both of Portugal ami 
Spain ; how have these important 
objects been achieved but by foment- 
ing in both these kingdoms a spirit 
of resistance to the overwhelming 
ambition of Buonaparte ? To this 
end must all our gfforts be now di- 
rected. This is the only engine 
which now remains for us to work in 
opposition to Buonaparte’s gigantic 
designs. 

C( Why then should we depart from 
that salutary line of policy ? what is 
there to dissuade or discourage us 
from adhering to it ? I can discover 
nothing in the aspect of Spanish af- 
fairs that wcais any thing like the 
hue and complexion of despair. If, 
indeed, it had appeared that this 
spirit began to languish in the breast 
ot the patriotic Spaniards, if miscar- 
riages, disasters, and defeats had been 
observed to damp the ardour jind 
break down the energies of the Spa- , 
niah mind, then might it be believed 
that further assistance to the Spanish 
cause would pro^c unavailing. But, 
fortunately for this country, not ojily 
is there life still in Spain, but her pa- 
triotic heart still Continues to beat 
high ; Tin/ generous and ex^teisen- 
timent, which first promoted us to 
lend our aid to the cause of Spain, 
should therefore be still maintained 
in fyll force, find should still inspi- 
rit us to continue that aid to the 
last moment of her resistance.— The 
struggle in which Spain is noweng a- 
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g«d is not merely a Spanish struggle. 
No, my lords, in thlf struggle arc 
committed the best, the very vital in- 
terests of England. With the fate 
of Spain the fate »f England is now 
inseparably blended. Should wc not 
therefore staiyi by her to the last ? 
For my part, my lords, as ?n adviser 
of the'erown, I shall not cease to re- 
commend to my sovereign to conti- 
nue to assist Spain to the latest* mo- 
ment of her resistance. * It should 
not dishearten us that Spain appears 
to be in the very crisis of her fate ? 
we should or. the contrary extend a 
more anxious care over her at a mo- 
ment so critical. •Forin nations, and 
above all in Spain, hot/ often have 
the apparent symptoms of dissolution 
been the presages of new life, and 
of renovated vigour ? Therefore, 1 
would cling to Spain in her last strug- 
gle ; therefore, I would watch her last 
agonies, I would wash and heal her 
wounds, I would receive her parting 
breath, I would catch and cherish 
the last vital spark of her expiring 
patriotism. Nor let this be deemed 
a mere office of pious charity ; nor 
an exaggerated representation of my 
feelings ; nor an overcharged picture 
of the circumstances that call them 
forth. In the cause of Spain, the cause 
of honour and of interest is equally 
involved and inseparably allied. It 
19 a cause in favour of which the finest 
feelings of the hengt unite with the 
soundest dictates of the understand- 
ing-” 

Earl Moira and Lord Sidmouth 
eoneurrud with the Marquis of Lans- 
down, in*condenjnii*g ministers for 
the manner in which they had conduct- 
ed the war in Spain, yet stilf express- 
ing hope for the issue. .Lord Ho^and 
spok^to the same purport. u Those,” 


he said, “ who disapproved of*our in- 
terposing at ^11 in the cause of Spain, 
and those wl*o ware interested in the 
success of that must equjlly 

condemn the course which ministers 
had taken* If indeed there was any 
difference, if must fte <fn the part of 
the friends of Spain ^ who must feel 
peculiarly nfortified by the disap- 

• pointment of their wishes* through 
the misjudging policy of those minis- 
ters ; # hc was one of those so morti- 
fied, for no event had ever excited a 

• more lively interest* in his ,mind, not 
even the dawn of the French revolu- 
tion. He condemned ministers for 
having sent out Mi Stuart and Mr 
Frere without any adequate instruc- 
tions, particularly with regard to that 
most important point, the arrange- 
ment of a system for conciliating the 
minds of the Spanish people, by a 
redress of their grievances, and a re- 
storation of their rights. He con- 
demned them also for neither having 
sent out a sufficient force, *nor given 
proper instructions or adequate pro- 
vision t/j that force which they did 
send. He dwelt upon the impo»i 
tance of supporting^Spain to the ijt- 
most, pointing out the perilous faci- 
lities for the invasion of Ireland which 
Cadiz and Lisbon would afford to 
the French, if those ports were suf- 
fered to fall into their hands. And 
if, after all her efforts, Spain should 
ultimately be subdued, fcis advice to 
this •country respecting the Spanish 
colonies >vas, that it should promote 
the establishment of such a system of« 
government there, as good statesmen 
could alone approve in any country } 

*a system founded upon the opinions 
and wishes of the people.” Thirty- 
three peers voted for the motion of 
censure, sixty-five negatived it. 
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CHAPTER II. 

• ft 

m ^ - 

Lord Porch ester’s Motion for an 'Inquiry into the Wakheren Expedition . 

John Gale Jones committed to Nelvgnte, Lord Chatham’s Memorial . 

Debates upon that Subject , Me Expedition , 

■» 

In' the debates upon the affairs of important s?ene of operations : the 
Spain ministers were completely tri- effects of that fatal error were to a 
# umphaut. Some of their opponents certain extent irremediable ; but no 
accused them of having done too subsequent attempt was made, and the 
much, others of having done too lit- French were suffered to take fortress 
tie, and some would fain have per- after fortress, without an effort on 
suaded the people of Great Britain, our part to relieve them. Still the 
that their brethren had obtained no conduct of administration toward 
victory a\ Talavera. The charge Spain Was far more worthy of com- 
which was brought against them of mendatien than of censure, — it had 
having taken no measures for* concili- been brave and generous: our own 
~3ting the Spanish people, by obtain- safety and the welfare of mankind 
iqg for them a*restoration of those were deeply at stake ; hut while we 
political rights which had been so had every motive of policy for ascist- 
long withheld, was abundantly dis- ing the Spaniards in their struggle, the 
proved by the papers laid before par- assistance was given in a manner wbr- 
] lament. There it appeared that Mr thy of the noble people who gave, and 
Stuart, Mr Frere, and Marquis Wei- of the noble people who received it. 
lesley, had each of them pressed The result of any discussion upon 
upon the existing government the this subject was ^anticipated by the 
necessity of convoking the cottes. public ; they, in £pite of the cffoAts 
The great error which the ministry of a few factious news-writers, and 
4iad committed, was in their almost of the journalists, who told us, with a 
total neglect cf Catalonia. In the want of feetirig more disgraceful then 
Commencement of the struggle this than their want df foresight, that the 
fault was not imputable to them, but f Spaniard^ had * “ only a little hou\- 
to the general, who, upon his own to strut and fret,” continued to feel 
responsibility, disobeyed his instruc- concerning Spain like freemen and 
tions to convey his army to that most like Englishmen. What might be 
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the issue of the inquiry^ concerning 
the Walcheren expedition, no man 
could foresee ; the ministers evidently 
looked to it with apprehension* their 
antagonists with eagerness ^nd with 
hope, and the people with anxious 
solicitude ; for, t condemning as they 
did that lamentable measure, none of 
its unhappy effects appealed so mis* 
chievousas the victory which it might 
afTord to opposition, ancfjheir con- 
sequent return to power. ™ the first 
• week of the session, Lord 

JiUt. 26 . Porrhcster moved for the • 
appointment of a commit- 
tr*( * to inquire into the policy and 
co-iduct of this expedition, “ not a 
select or secret commit tee,'’ he said, 

“ before whom garbled extracts might 
be laid by mrnisters themselves, in or- 
de» to produce a partial discussion, but 
a committee of the wholehousc, when 
the house might have affair case be- 
fore them, because they could exa- 
mine oral evidence at the bar. The 
object which he proposed, was to 
put his majesty’s ministers upon their 
tii.il. Was a measure so productive 
of calamity, so pregnant with disas- 
ters, to escape inquiry, or were its 
authors to escape punishment ? He did 
not blame the choice of a command- 
er. Although Lord Chatham was not 
one of those officers whom Fame had 
noticed ’among her list of heroes — al- 
though lie was not one of those who 
“ in camps and tsntod fields had 
blctl ,> — although Ife was much more 
familiar with the gaieties of London 
or the business of office, % than with 
the Hniiai§ of military experience or 
glory — yet lie did riot complain of 
the appointment of such an officer to 
command such an expedition. He 
was, in &ict, the most appropriate^er- 
uld be ' Had it in- 

deed been a wisely-planned exped. 

' ion,” said Lord Forchdstcr, “ I should 
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say, that it ought to be intrusted tc 
an intelligent ^commander — to on* 
who possessed the qpnfidence of the 
army — to one expe/ lanced in moder| 
warfare, as this was 110c tfie time foi 
making hazardous experiments. But. 
abortive and 'impracticable #s the 
plan was, I should have thought it a 
pity to have tlfc charactor of aii offi- 
cer of that description exposed to 
sacrifice, by rendering him responsi- 
ble foj; ^ie success of a measure which 
it ‘would be impossible for such a 
man to comprehend #r execute. No, 
Lord Chatham was the fittest man 
for the station. This ill-f.ited exped h 
tion was the fav< *rite bantling of mi- 
nisters. It required to be fostered by 
parental partiality, for it could have 
no claim toratioual attachment. Such 
an expedition could be understood by 
themsel ves alone, and one of the ms elves 
alone was fit to command it. If ever 
there was a time when inquiry was 
necessary to satisfy die wishes of the 
public, to consult the safety of the 
country, it is at present ; at this mo- 
ment, which may be well considered 
the most awful crisis that ever sus- 
pended the destinies of a mighty cm-T 
pire — a crisis rendered more alaiming 
by the sentiment that universally and 
justly prevails, with regard to those 
to whom the administration of our 
government is committed, i n these 
men the country has no confidence 
whatever : the country can have no 
confidence whatever. They arc fal- 
len to. the lowest ebb in public esti- 
mation.” 

The previous question was moved 
by Mr Croker, and supported by Mr* 
Terceval, on the ground that “the pa- 
pers upon this subject, which had 
been promised by his majesty, would 
be laid before the house in three 
jjays, and they would then have the 
means of judging whether an.y, or 
8 



Chap. 2.] 


HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


jj 


yhit species of inquiry was necessa- 
ry. Why institute afl inquiry, when 
they might havclthe necessary infor- 
mation before aftAinquiry could pos 
sibly be set on foot ? The reason of 
this indecept precipitancy was, that 
it was flot inquiry fofr which they con- 
tended* but tit? removal of ministers.’ 1 
•But the sense of the house, as well as % 
the temper of the people, was against 
them. The necessity of not even ap- 
pearing to baffle or delay iffvfcstiga 
tiori, was urged by*Mr Bathurst and, 
Mr Wilberforce. Sir William Cur- 
tis rose to give his assent and sup- 
port to the motion. General Gros- 
venor demanded inquiry in the name 
of the army, and Sir Home Popham 
, in that of the navy; and the passions 
of the house were appealed to in eve- 
ry way by an oppoiition which knew 
its own strength and the strength of 
the case. (< The enemy,” said Mr 
Ponsonby, “ has told us that it was 
the gemq^of Franco conducted the 
British armies to Wnlcherru in the 
late expedition. But It 
.Jiottjie genius of France, it* was the 
-iempn ol Engljyid, nurtured into ma- 
lignant influence by the base dissen- 
sions and unprincipled cabals of a 
weak, divided, insincere, and incapa- 
ble administration — an administration 
ill thought of by all, suspected by 
themselves, and despised by the coun- 
try; an administration, a constituent 
member of Avhich was engaged m a 
low and unmanly conspiracy to exp< 1 
from hjs station another constituent 
►member of it ; an administration, at 
the bead of which now stands this mi- 
nister, who, though an intrigue of this^ 
base, ungenerous and unmixed quali- 
ty, was in progress for months, has 
been obliged in this house to offer up 
in his own defence, that he was inno- 
cent, because he was ignorant ! Tbit* 
is* the’ picture which he and his col- 


leagues ha*<* drawn of themselves. 
What need was there that ge liua 
should confound what unequalled ig- 
norance had devised? What needed 
our encAny to interpose his great 
power, or his greater abilities, when 
he had our ministers 1 for auxiliaries? 
Wfiy array the highest talents, to op- 
pose the cilorts o/ incapacity the most 
evident — ta frustrate the councils 
of ^nsuffidtency the most degrading ? 
Behold at the head of the nation's 
, councils a minister, who, knowing 
that after this intrigue for months 
had terminated in an agreement to 
remove a colleague from an active 
and efficient. situation in the cabinet, 
under the alledged imputation of his 
incapacity to discharge the functions 
of office, yet still suffered him, though 
thus pronounced incapable, to retain 
for months his office of war secretary, 
upon no other ground save that he 
could not reconcile the communica- 
tion to his feelings. Where were hi* 
feelings for the people of England? 
Where were they for the liberties of 
Europe, whilst he suffered an inca- 
pable minister to remain in office ? 
Where did the feelings of the right 
honourable gentleman slumber, when 
the best blood of the empire was left 
to putrify in the poisonous air of 
W alcheren, there, amidst pestilence 
and (leatli to linger, and to perish, m 
order to afford a colourable pretext 
to the noble lortf for retaining offjee 
until the minister of England could 
reconcile to his feelings the commu- 
nication of® Lord Castlereajjirs. ac- 
knowledged incapacity ?” * 

Mr Windham, attaining from any 
of these •personal invectives, dwelt 
wholly upon the point in debate. 

** The vote,” fie said, “ ouglft to be 
carried by acclamation : it would be 
a reproach for .ever to the character 
of parliament, if it suffered its atten- 
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tioli to be diverted for ( pne single day amidst the pestilential air of Walche- 
by any vain delusive Hope held out ren, to go out like a candle in a vault, 
from the production of papers. To In every view the ^ouse could take 
satisfy that house that inquiry was of the question, it^ must appear cvL 
neccssary, it had *only to* look to dent upon their own shewing, that 
Walcheren, to consider the tormina- ministers had completely failed. If 
tion of the expedition, and to con- it was taken up /is a Foreign ^object, 
template the present state of tin? ar- with a hope of affecting the $tate of 
my that was sent there. Search the events at that "time in Germany, its> 
rtlilitary annals of* Gr^at Britain, object was wholly frustrated'; and if 
and there was no precedent of &ich it was considerecksolely as a British 
extensive,^ complete, and unqualified object?, «thc calamitous result, in tha* 
failure. The greatest possible fai- case, completely contradicted its pur- 
lurc might take place, ami still no fuse. The great &nd uncontrola- 
blamc attach any where. It was not ble umse of the failure, arose from 
that the expedition failed, but that the utter impossibility that it could 
it could not succeed, that the house succeed.” 

and the country had to complain of. Upon the division, ministers were 
It was generated in calamity, and left in a minority of 186 to 19o. The 
your troops 1 * were marched from their opposition journalists were loud in 
own shore direct to destruction, their triumph, anticipating the ful- 
T. here were none of those extraordi- filment of all their hopes ; they were 
nary obstructions encountered which solicitous to keep the public attention 
have often been so fatal to the best fixed upon this subject, and this on- 
arranged operations ; nothing in the ly ; and as in the casc 3 of Lord Mel- 
conduct of the officers-— -no impedi- ville and the Duke of York 1 ,' to hurry 
ment from wind and weather; and on pailiament by the acclamations of 
the events proved, that where our the people. • A series of circumstan- 
troops came in contact with the enc- ccsas unexpected as they were strhng^ 
my, success was the uniform con- diverted the public feeling, and* the 
sequence. Neither could there be ministry were extricated from a peri- 
traced any interruption to our event- lous situation, by events which they 
ful* success through the fortune of could neither foresee nor controuL 
wai — a cause too frequently decisive l’ln* day before the inquiry 
upon some of its greatest and most began, Mr Yorke gave no- Feb* 1. 
extensive operations. It was demon- ticc that he should enforce 
strable that this expedition had lail- tin 1 standing order of the house for 
cd, and solely failed, from pro-exiling the Exclusion of strangers, «* not,” 
causes. Why ministers did not know said he, 4< with any wish to keep their 
of them, was a part of hi« accusation proceedings from publicity in due. 
and their t miscouduct. They should time, but to guard against tfoe possi- 
have been aware rf flic nature of the Jjility of any misrepresentation ormis- 
climate, ei the poisonous air of W a!- understanding out of doors before 
cheren. But the event proved, that the minutes should be published.” 
they either di^l not kv»ow of tl cm, After this had been once enforced, 
or, knowing, that they disregarded Mr Sheridan moved that a committee 
them. / alley marched the Britus.i of privileges should be appointed to 
army to its grave, to be extinguished consider this standing order. “Would 
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it b<? endured,” he said, ** that the 
Country should be deprived of that 
information which it*was most alive 
tj> be possessed # qf ; that it should be 
Kept in complete ignorance of what 
- parliament was doing at one of the 
most ayvfulnnoments of its existence ? 
for surely it would not be contended, 
that the papers printed by order of 
that hoyse could by any possibility 
circulate throughout the mass'of the 
.population of these kingdoms; and 
even were those documents so circu- 
lated, they would only convey tli£* 
mere questions and answers. All the 
interlocutory discussions would be 
suppressed, and perhaps questions of 
the most vital importance for ever 
withheld from the knowledge of the 
• public. He wa3 ready to believe, that 
ministers did not wish to screen ihem- 
sclves by such an expedient ; and even 
if they did, he was sure that Mr Yorke 
would have disdained to be their in- 
strument fpr any such purpose. But 
such a measure could not fail of being 
highly repugnant to the feelings of 
the public, as well as highly injurious 
to the interests of the nation ; and a 
'HoftseofComrHbns which regarded its 
oVri character, and respected the opi- 
nion of its constituents, should not 
resist the feelings of the public at a 
time like the present.” 

The person who immediately rose 
to reply was, as might have been ex- 
pected, Mr JVmdham, who, with cha- 
racteristic manliness, ncv # cr fafl<jd to 
bravo unpopularity when those prin- 
ciples tvere called in question, con- 
cerning which his opinions were equal- 
ly deckled and consistent. u What,” 
he asked, “ was the value to thei’j 
constituents of knowing what was 
passing in that ‘house r Supposing 
they should never know, it was only 
tjie difference between a representa- 
tive government and a democracy? 


Till within the last 20 or 30 yeav 3 , it 
was not evetij permitted to publish the 
debates. He waa one of those who 
liked the constitution as it was ; be 
did ndt like it it is. If this prac- 
tice had been tolerated, winked at, 
and suffered, it was no reason that it 
sheyuld o n all occasions be continued, 
and that persons should makfc a trade 
of what they obtained from the gal- 
leries, amongst which persons were 
to be found men of all descriptions ; 
ban krupts, lottery-office keepers, foot- 
men, and decayed tradesmen. The 
proprietors of papers had talked of 
the injustice of closed doors. This 
was taking up thfl* subject as if the 
admission c£ strangers into the gal- 
lery was a privilege, but it was no 
such thing; and though he might 
perhaps think it useful to Jet it con- 
tinue aft ei having so long prevailed, 
he did not allow it to be a privilege. 
Were that the case, we should come 
into a state of democracy — a state like 
that cjf Athens. He did not think 
accounts in the daily papers were so 
(lesireablc as many others did. They 
had lately exposed themselves, and re- 
viled government so far as to assert, 
that some of their contemporaries were 
in the pay of government. What did 
this prove ? not the value or aqtual 
importance of papers ; but it clearly , 
shewed that if government could have # 
them in their pay, then papers were 
liable to be let for hire— to be bought 
and sold — and tflat the press, wlych 
had been thought in this country the 
palladium of its liberty, was always 
to be purchased by the highest, bid- 
der. He did ipot. wish to establish 
such a power in tht press as to ena- 
ble it to* controul parliament. He 
did not know any of the conductors 
of tftc press ; but he undcrstdbd them 
to be a set of men who would give 
into the corrupt misrepresentation of 
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opposite sides ; and he was therefore 
determined not to lend his hand to 
abrogate an order which was made 
to correct an abuse. He now saw 
that it led to consequences of 'a most 
mischievous tendency — no 2ess than 
to change the characti r of a represen- 
tative government, which presumed 
confidence in the representative body, 
into that of a democracy, in which 
every thing was done by«thc people ; 
and led directly to that despotism 
which had so lately desolated other 
countries.” , 

Sir Francis Burdett spoke upon 
this occasion in a manner equally cha- 
racteristic, 44 He, must subscribe 
he said, “ to many of the doctrines 
which Mr Windham advanced, be- 
cause they were constitutional, and he 
only found fault with them as inap- 
plicable to the present situation of the 
country. If lie could ece in that 
house a body of gentlemen fairly and 
freely elected by the people as the 
chosen guardians of their rights — if 
lie could see no placemen or pension- 
ers within those walls, and if no cor- 
rupt or undue influence could ever be 
supposed to operate on the minds of 
any of the members of that assembly, 
then, indeed, he should see no parti- 
cular objection to the inquiry being 
conducted in secret, . nd the evidence 
being given tot he public in tin manner 
that was now proposed. Unfoi tu- 
na tely, however, the case was diffe- 
rent, and the house stood in the eye 
of the public in a very opposite situ- 
ation. They stood before the coun- 
try qnder circumstances of great sus- 
picion. It had been considered by 
some, that in poirit of character they 
were on their last legs. A- for his 
part, he greatly feared that they had 
not a lef*‘ to stand upon.” f 

Sir Francis was called to order r or 
this language, Mr Sheridan, to whom 


this praise is certainly due, thaft he 
ha> been as consistent a politician ac 
Mr Windham nimsglf, did not lose 
the opportunity of displaying himself 
upon so popular a topic 44 To some 
of Mr Windham’s opinions,” he said, . 
44 he had listened with regret and 
even horror. The friendship which 
lvc had long entertained for him, and 
his regard for his right honourable’ 
friend’s character and honour, strug- 
gling with his oifrn sense of public 
duty, had made him, for the first" 
tjme in his life, almost wish that the 
public had been excluded from hearing 
his opinions. Give me,” said Mr She- 
ridan, 44 but lL'* liberty of the press, 
and I will give to the minister a ve- 
nal blouse of Peers — 1 will give him 
a corrupt and servile House of Com- 
mons — I will give him the full swing 
of the patronage of office — I will 
give him the whole host of ministerial 
influence — I will give him all the 
power that place can confer upon 
him to purchase up submission and 
overawe resistance ; and yet, armed 
with tin* liberty of the press, I will 
go forth to meet him undismayed ; I- 
will attack the mighty fabric he*ha$‘ 
reared with that mightier engine ; I 
will shake down ftoin its height cor- 
ruption, and bury it beneath the ruins 
of the abuses it was meant to shelter. 

44 I am not one,” he continued, 
44 of those who think or speak des- 
pondingly of the situation, or de- 
gradingly of the character of the 
country. C*reat Britain stands pn a 
proud eminence, struggling as she is, 
and successfully struggling as I hope 
she will be, for the liberties' of the 
•yorld. Bat to what is it owing that 
she is able to maintain such a con- 
test, and bid defiance to that power- 
ful enemy , who has already vanquish- 
ed every power against which he has 
directed hisvictorious arms, and tran\« 
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pled* upon the rights and indepen- 
dence of the prostrate nations of Eu- 
rope ? All this 4 1 ca!i attribute to 
tJic effects of theUiberty of the press 
•none, and mGst particularly and em- 
^phatically to the unrestrained publi- 
cation pf the debates arnf proceedings 
of parliament.” % 

But, bow*? Jim ably Mr Sheridan en- 
'forced Jiis arguments, the sense of 
parliament was decidedly against him. 
JU was felt that fof the house to sus- 
4 pepd a privilege of such importance 
in ^condescension to public opinion,* 
would be in fact, as Mr Windham 
represented, to render popular opinion 
paramount : J(>6 members therefore 
voted against the motion, and only 
SO for it. A debate of this kind be- 
came naturally the subject of much 
convci sation, and about a 
Feb If), fortnight afterwards, Mr 
Yorkc complained io the 
house of a breach of privilege which 
had arisei) from it. His conduct had 
been made the subject of discussion at 
a speaking club, called the British Fo- 
rum, and their hand bills, which were 
stuok upon all the walls, stated, that 
After an interesting discussion, it 
"was unanimously decided that the en- 
forcement of the standing orders, by 
shutting out strangers from the gal- 
lery of the House of Commons, ought 
to be censured, as an insidious and 
ill-timed attack upon the liberty of 
the press, as tending to aggravate the 
discontenfs of the people, and # to ren- 
der their representatives objects of 
jealous suspicion.” The same hand- 
bill proposed as a question for their 
next flight’s meeting, “ Which was 
the greater outrage upon public feel- 
ing, Mr Yorke’s enforcement of tlie 
standing orders, or Mr Windham’s 
recent attack upon the liberty of the 
press ?” — This Mr Yorke complain- 
, ed of, as a gross violation of the £ri- 
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vileges of the house. “ Either/ * he 
said, “ tho*j privileges existed,' or 
they did not ; if they did, it was the 
bou n den duty of the house to defend 
them •from those gross and wanton 
attacks^wliich not only invaded them, 
but went in a great degicc to ques- 
tion whether they IipaI such privileges 
or not. The attack of whichdie com- 
plained was not a mere newspaper pa- 
ragraph, it.was a placard stuck uptfn 
the walls of the metropolis, challen- 
ging the eye of the passenger, ami 
openly defying all consequences. »A 
grosser breach of privilege could not 
be imagined, and if that house did not 
speedily take measures to vindicate 
theii privileges, fliey would be sup- 
posed either not to possess, or to 
want spirit to assert them.” — Thh 
also, like the enforcement of the stand- 
ing orders, was a thing in which the 
house had no choice, and the printer 
of the handbill was accordingly or- 
dered to attend at the bar on the 
following evening. 

The printer appeared, 
and stated that John Gale Feb. 20, 
Jones watj the author of 
the handbill. “ He himself,” he said, 
had been employed by hiift in print- 
ing such papers for three or four 
years, and had not seen the contents 
of the one in question till the frholc 
impression was thrown off. lie hum- 
bly begged pardon of the honourable* 
house for his offence, and declared 
that lie was feady to give up the 
manuscript, amf to prove that i? was 
the hand-writingof John Gale Jones. ” 
The«prirter upon this was committed 
to the custody of the ser j^affr- iff -arms, 
and Gale Jones Ordered to attend on 
the meyrrow. On the morrow Gale 
Jones appeared, and the speaker ad- 
dfessed hint, saying, {t Atcomplair.t 
had been made to that house of the 
publication of a scandalous and libel- 
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Ions handbill, reflecting on its pro- 
ceedings ; the printer that hand- 
bill alleged that he was the author, 
what had lie to say in his behalf ?” 
Gale Jones replied, “ I acknowledge, 
sir that I was the author* of that 
paper, and I am extremely sorry the 
printer has experienced any inconve- 
nience cn my account.” Being then 
asked if lie had any thing more to say 
iff his behalf, he proceeded in these 
words : “ I sincerely lament that 1 
should have incurred the displeasure 
of this honourable house; and 1 trust 
they will not consider that in what I 
have done I was actuated by any sense 
of disrespect to its privileges, or the 
persons of any of its members indivi- 
dually ; or that I had any other mo- 
tive in mentioning the names of the 
two honourable members alluded to, 
save that they happened to be con- 
nected with a subject of public dis- 
cussion. I have always considered it 
the privilege of every Englishman to 
animadvert on public measures ami 
the conduct of public men ; but ia 
looking over the paper in question 
again, I find that I have erred : I 
beg to express my contrition, and I 
throw my .'•elf on the mercy of this ho- 
nourable house. The House of Com- 
mons, which is an important branch 
of the constitution, has always had 
iny unfeigned respect.” 

The speaker now put the question, 
that Gale Jones had been guilty of a 
gross breach of the privileges of that 
house ; which was carried without a 
dissentient voice. Mr Yorke tlun 
rose, and having appealed to jhose 
who kfueW him best, whether 1 , during 
the twenty years ho had been a mem- 
ber of that house, he had ever * vinced 
a disposition for personal severity, 
observed that, from the frequency *jf 
these offences, it was high time some 
measures should be adopted effectu- 


ally to check them, and that the 
house ought to mark its sense of its 
own dignity by making an example 
of the person at thfc bar. He movgd 
therefore for his coffinittal to NeV* - 
gate ; and this also was voted unaniv 
mously, as d measure which followed 
of course, according to the practice 
of parliament. Mr Yc/r^e next pre- 
sented a petition ‘from the printer,* 
with whom ail persons were agreed it 
was proper to deal as leniently as pos- 
sible ; he was therefore reprimandeaT 
f and discharged without the payment 
of any fees. — Here the matter rested 
for a while : of so little import was 
it deemed, that the most violent of 
the demagogue writers did not even 
notice it in his journal, and the public 
attention continued to be almost ex- 
clusively fixed upon the inquiry. 

Among the papers which weic laid 
before parliament, was a “ Copy of 
the Earl of Chatham’s statement of 
his proceedings,” dated J5th Oct. 

1 809, but presented to the king 14th 
Feb. 1810. The tenour of the nar- 
rative was to impute blame to the 
naval part of the expedition. “ \J/ T he- • 
tlier,” Lord Chatham^aid, “the fail-' 1 
Vi re arose from insufficient arrange- 
ment on the part of the admiral, or 
was the unavoidable result of difficul- 
ties inherent in the nature of the expe- 
dition itself, was not for him to offer 
any opinion upon to his majesty, consi- 
dering it entirely as a naval question.” 
This narrative was not among the pa- 
pers originally presented to the house ; 
it had been specifically moved for by 
General Lbft. Lord F olke- 
sione said, « that he then Feb. 19. 
fej s t strong doubts as to the 
propriety of producing it ; blit he had 
uow no hesitation in declaring it as 
his decided opinion, that it was such 
a document as the house ought not 
to ‘receive, or allow to remain on, the 
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table.* For what did it purport to 
be? A narrative of the expedition, 
signed 'by the m^litarf commander, 
and presented to his majesty without 
tip intervention * oi any responsible 
^^mnistcr. How did the house know 
that it was a true cepy^of the docu- 
ment said to have been so presented ? 
Through what office had it passed ? 
jfnd by what accident did it come in- 
to the hands of the Chancellor c/f the 
Exchequer, by whofh it had been lai^l 
*on the table ? $ut his main objec- 
tioi/was of a constitutional character.. 
Lord Chatham had, not in his cha- 
racter of a peer or privy counsellor, 
but in that of a military commander, 
presented to the king in person an 
account of his military proceedings, 
• although directed under the sign ma- 
nual, by which he was appointed, to 
make such communications through 
the proper officer, the secretary of 
state, whom the constitution recog- 
nised.” 

Upon >his Mr Canning observed, 
that the error in point of form might 
be corrected by withdrawing the pa- 
per, and presenting it in a regular 
stating whether the document 
h!td been presented to his majesty by 
the secretary for the war department, 
or by Lord Chatham ; and if by the 
latter, in what capacity. This, he said, 
was the simplest course of proceed- 
ing ; but lie remarked, that all orders 
from that house relative to public do- 
cuments were addressed to soft^ re- 
sponsible minister, who was officially 
answerable for their production^ and 
lhatall papersof this nature were gene- 
rally presented to his majesty through 
some responsible minister : great in-j 
convenience indeed must obviously re- 
sult from a different course. — Mr Per- 
ceval now informed the house, that 
when, in pursuance of General Loft’s 
tryutioo, the paper had been ordered,* 
he found it to be in the hands of the 


secretary for the war department, .to 
whom it hadjbeen delivered by the 
king, and from whom the copy which 
had been laid on the table was recei- 
ved. — Lord Folkestone now repeated, 
that he Was sorry the paper had been 
called for, and sorry it had been pro- 
duced, because it had found its way 
to the royal presence in a m6st un- 
, constitutional manner; and his ob- 
jections wer® considerably aggravated 
by a knowledge of the contents, for 
it now appeared to be a special ad- 
dress from the commander of one putt 
of the expedition reflecting upon the 
conduct of his colleagues, and appeal- 
ing to the judgement of liis majesty, 
without the, intervention of any re- 
sponsible minister. 

It was asked by Mr Yorke, What 
there was unconstitutionrfl, if the pa- 
per was presented in the regular way 
to the king by a cabinet minister, 
who was also master-general of the 
ordnance, and a peer of the realm ? — 
There jvas a loud cry of Hear ! hear S 
at this, upon which he grew warm, 
and asked. What gentlemen meant 
by that exclamation ? If they meant, 
that he did not understand the con- 
stitution of his country, they were 
deceived: if they meant more, v.hy 
then no expressions of scorn ami dis- 
dain which he could use to repel such 
insinuations would be strong enough. 
— Mr Tierney replied to tin's, that he 
must then come in tor a share of this 
scorn and disdain* for he certainly 
should contend, that not only was 
the paper introduced tmcor..tfitution- 
ally int* tl]£ royal presence, but that 
the character o£ the navydiad rcen 
clandestinely underfhined by it. And 
this secret practice of poisoning the 
royal breast with doubts and suspi- 
cion! of his most appro wd Jiul zea- 
lous servants, while it deprived them 
of the knowledge, and of course the 
means of repelling them, deserved im- 
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pegiclimcnt. — As for impeachment, 
Mr Perceval said, ht" regarded it 
merely as a bye- word ; but he could 
assure the right honourable gentle- 
man who had thought proper to use 
it, and others also, that neither in that 
house nor out of it would such allu- 
sions tend in ahy degree to promote 
the obj'ect which they had in view in 
prosecuting this inquiry. There was 
no one circumstance, lie affirmed, con- 
nected with the paper for which there 
was not an adequate responsibility. 
Lord Chatham was responsible, if 1 
there was any thing culpable in its 
character and construction ; and he 
himself was responsible for the pro- 
duction of the copy to v that house. 
Had not Lord Chatham or any other 
individual a right to lay a paper be- 
fore his majesty ? Nay, had not any 
peer or privy counsellor a right to de- 
mand an audience of the king ? 

Mr Ryder and Mr R. Dun das 
maintained the same doctrine. But 
their antagonists had a strong case, 
and did not fail to press it home. 
“ Leaving alone for the present,” 
Mr Windham said, u the contents of 
the paper, which lie trusted would 
cie long 9 become the subject of their 
most serious consideration, their pre- 
sent business was with the mode arid 
form in which it came before them, 
and this was wholly repugnant to 
every practice which past experience 
and the principles of the constitution 
warranted. For instance, they knew 
by what means the paper had come 
to them from the king ; but could 
they c say who was the ^uthor, by 
what orga.i, or through what channel 
it had reached the royal presence ? 
On the face of it it appeared to have 
been unofficial, and to have been de - 
livered Jiiivately into the king’s *clo- 
set ; and they could neither c, 'insti- 
tutionally nor decently* look for evi- 
dence from that august quarter. Who 


then could say that the earl was 'either 
the author or deliverer of the paper ? 
It might be said, -that he was that 
night to be examined at their bar, 
and the difficulty would be solved fcy 
asking him the question ; but what - 
if his lordship refused t© be exami- 
ned ? The paper, therefore, came in 
so questionable a shape, so contrary to 
every precedent and practice ground- 
ed on’ the principles of the constitu- 
tion, tljat the house was bound not 
merely to reject,, but^to censure if.** 77 
, The charge was .pressed mor^ve- 
hemcntly by Mr Whitbread. “ Was 
this communication of Earl Chat- 
ham,” he demanded, u known to the 
ministers, or unknown ? An address 
from the city of London had been 
presented, praying for inquiry ; to 
which his majesty was advised to an- 
swer, that he thought no inquiry ne- 
cessary. Lord Chatham could not 
have been consulted as a minister up- 
on this answer ; for he must have 
said, that inquiry into the r»aval part 
of the expedition, at least, was neces- 
sary. How, then, did he stand as one 
of his majesty’s responsible advners ? 
If ministers did not** know of # thiV 
communication, then they deserved 
impeachment for advising such an an- 
swer to the metropolis, [f they did 
know of it, and Lord Chatham was 
a party to their answer, then his con- 
duct was reprehensible iri the ex- 
treme. Mr Perceval had said, that 
every Inan might have access to the 
king : Why then was not the city of 
London admitted ? But Lord Chat- 
ham, as a favourite, might do what 
others could not ; and minister's might 
fry to persuade that house of their 
responsibility, when they knew that 
the very way in which they got into 
power was by means of their irre- 
sponsibility. MrPerceval spoke light' 
fy of impeachment ; but if the house 
did not impeach him and his col 
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Meagufc^s, then all their rights and pri- 
vileges were indeed gone. He accused 
fiis opponents of e^vyiuj him the pos- 
session of his pl^ce. For all the 
g^hl,” exclaimed Mr Whitbiead, 
hat human sinews, bought and sold, 
could ever aarr., I woidd* not be in 
iiis situation ! We do indeed wish to 
turn him' out* for the salvation of the 
Country ; § but even out of office, I 
trust that punishment will fdllow 
him.” • * 

** "Mr Williams Wynne spoke moie* 
temperately, aiuj with that parlia-. 
mentary knowledge which distin- 
guishes his spe ‘ “ If,” he said, 

( following Mr Windham’s argument ) 
u the house thought proper to im- 
peach Earl Chatham, what evidence 

• of the narrative could they produce 
to the House of Lords ? The cases 
of Lord Bristol, and of the Seven 
Bishops, were exactly in point : the 
difficulty was found m those cases ; 
and was the house, with these prece- 
dents before their eyes, going to put 
themselves in the same situation ?” 
He then called on the speaker for his 

• opinion, saying, there never was an 
*<Tceasion in which the house stood so 
rtiuch in want of his assistance. — The 
speaker said, “ lie had kept back with 
the intention of forming and giving 
the best opinion his judgement and 
ability would allow. There were pre- 
cedents. In 177(3, the house thought 
proper to call for a memorial deliver- 
ed to his majesty in his private ploset 
by an imperial resident. In that, as 
in £frfc»prfcsent case, his majesty had 
graciously condescended to send by 

•the prdper channel, one of his privy 
council, the paper asked for, to which 
the house was entitled to give full 
credit. Lord North had presented 
several similar papers, and was con- 
sidered prima facie accountable for 
{hem. These precedents, in his opf- 
nion, left the house at full liberty to 


discuss the merits of the narrative,**— 
a point upoif Jvhicli lie did not pre- 
sume to touch.” 

Three days afterwards, Feb, 22. 
Lord Chatham w^ts exa- 
mined before the committee. He 
stated, that the report in question 
had prepared, <fs it purported 

by its date, on October 15th ;*but it 
, had not been delivered then, because^ 
he djd not think it right to state, in 
fact, what would constitute his de- 
fence in case of any inquiry, whether 
civil or military. He had submitted 
it to the cabinet after it was deliver- 
ed to the king, and on the same day,- 
Was that, he wa^ asked, tl only 
memorial on.the subject of th expe- 
dition which he had delivered to the 
kmg ? was there no other paper, nar- 
rative, memorial, or memorandum of 
any sort ? — Lord Chatham twice eva- 
ded the question, and when it was a 
third time repeated, he made answer 
in these words : ** This paper is my 
official report of my proceedings. 
When I am asked with respect to any 
other paper, or to any other circum- 
stance not coming unde that de- 
scription, I do not feel myself at li- 
berty to enter at all into any exami- 
nation of that sort, and I must beg 
to decline any answer to the question 
put to me.” 

On the evening after this Feb. 23. 
examination, Mr Whit- 
bread moved an address to his ma'ies- 

• i • • r vt ■' 

ty, praying that copies ot all papers 
submitted to him by the Earl of 
Chatham at any time, concerning the 
expedition^ might be laid btj'o^e the 
house. “ The (enour of Lord (Chat- 
ham’s answer/* he 9aid, “ was such, 
as induetd a strong suspicion that he 
had presentee^ some other document 
to fhe king, and Ite called fipon the 
house to consider the circumstances 
in which Lord Chatham stood. Ha- 
ving been in the command of the ex- 
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prdition, and having access to the against any monarchy, than that fa- 
king as a privy councilor, he had vou rites had ready access to the ear 
used that privilege for the purpose of of their sovereign, and secret oppor- 
putting into the king's hand a paper tunities to poison his royal mirjd 
reflecting on the conduct of the offi- against brave and deserving men, wljo 
cers associated with him iif* that en- had no means of defending themselves 
terprise. In all his public dispatches against such attacks ; inasmuch as mi- 


not a single imputation nor insinua- 
tion was to he found against them ; 
Vn the contrary, In* had expressed 
the most unqualified approbation of 
their conduct : yet now he had thrown 
such imputations on the navy as were 
calculated to put the two services at 
issue. Now, taking it for granted 
that some prior document had been 
resented, (and ifi- this were denied 
y any friend of Lord Chatham, he 
would sit down, and say not another 
word on the subject) taking that for 
granted,” he continued, “ which was 
not denied, that prior document ought 
to be called for in justice to the navy, 
and in maintenance of the principles 
of the constitution. There was rea- 
son to suppose that there were still 
lurking in the closet of the king pa- 
pers of great importance upon the 
subject of the inquiry: there was rea- 
son to suppose that those papers con- 
tained charges against the naval com- 
mander, the narrative already produ- 
ced containing imputations which on- 
ly stopt short of charges. When a 
military commander took such an ad- 
vantage of his situation as a minister, 
and of the personal access he had to 
his majesty, it was* a system of fa- 
vouritism which the house must hold 
in perfect abhorrence, which the con- 
stitution. knew nothing of^pnd'which 
was not rdconcileabk to the idea of 
a limited monarchy. If such a sys- 
tem was allowed, it would Confound 
all distinctions between those monar- 
chies that are called limited, and th&se 
which arc acknowledged to be abso- 
lute. The most determined demo- 
crats never brought a stronger charge 


nions had always a ready access to the 
sovereign when they hadr not.” 

Mr Ryder replied, “ that there 
neither was, nor had been in any of- 
fice under government, any paper, re- 
port, memorandum, or narrative, up- 
on the subject in question, communi- 
cated by Lord Chatham, other than 
that which was then upon the table. 
But even supposing that such a pa- 
per as that which Mr Whitbread had 
imagined did actually exist, as it had 
never been communicated to his ma- 
jesty's ministers, he could not under- 
stand what possible reply they could 
advise his majesty to make to an ad- 
dress from the house under such cir- 
cumstances. It would be, in fact, 
to open the private escrutoir of his 
majesty.” — Mr Ryder laid himself 
open to a severe reply. “ Was this 
language,” said Mr Ponsonby, was 
this doctrine for a sec/etary of state 
to hold to a British House of Com- 
mons ? Did the right honourable gen- 
tleman, a cabinet minister, not know 
where to find a paper delivered by 
the commandcr-in-chief of an expe- 
dition to his majesty, without search- 
ing the king's private escrutoir ? Did 
he think that such a paper was of the 
nature of a private and confidential 
communication ? If that were the base, 
every other general, who happened 
to be a favourite, might at airy time 
g? up to the king, and privately put 
into his hand statements tending* to 
prejudice his royal mind against the 
most brave and meritorious officers, 
who might thus have their charac- 
ters most foully calumniated, without 
t fie least notice or suspicion, and 
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N therefore without a possibility of de- imbecility, to hide their own dissent 
^jAiding themselves. The first and tions, his misty's personal charac- 
greatest benefit *hich* arose to tfie ter had been dragged by them into 

J Mic from the # exercise of a right that discussion.” 

h as that possessed by the house To this Mr Perceval made answer,' 
}, that all secret machinations for “ that the address was called for upon 
poisoning the mind # {>f \he sovereign two assumptions, which were not tme 
against his hcjgt servants were by it in f^ct : first, that some prior corn- 
rendered impossible ; because who- munication had been made by Lord 
ever presented to his majesty any pri- , Chatham to the king ; and secondlyg 
vate memorial, such as that alftided that in that prior communication he 
tfo was rciponsible*to the public foi> had* calumniated the naval officers, 
its contents, and because the^miuiJ They might with just as much pro- 
sters who suffered such a memorial tijN pricty demand the production of arty 
be presented, or who, after the pre- other imaginary document whatso- 
sentation of it, attempted to shield ever.” Replying then to what Mr 
the individual by whom it had been Whitbread had sai^on a former night, 
presented, were responsible to parlia- he affirmed, that though, when the 
ment and the public for their con- answer to the city address was given, 

1 duct. If this were not the case, in the existence of this narrative was cer- 
what would the monarchy of Eng- tainly unknown to him, /ct, now that 
land differ from the most absolute he had deliberately considered its con- 
monaicliy that ever existed? If this tents, he could state, that nothing 
were not the case, a system of fa- which it contained would have indu- 
vouritisin would be introduced into ccd him to advise a difierent answer, 
the country, as pure, as palpable, and Lord .Chatham had merely stated his 
as perfect as ever prevailed in France own case, leaving the admiral to ac- 
or ijn Spain. The right honourable count for those naval circumstances, 
frentlrman had advanced a doctrine of in which, as he supposed, the impe- 
tus* most rcpfthcnsihlc description, diments to the expedition had origi- 
He had produced in debate the name, nateil. But for himself, it appeared 
personal character, and honour of his to him perfectly clear, that not the 
sovereign, for the purpose of protect- slightest blame attached to the gal- 
ing an administration. Would he say, lant admiral, and that the delay which 
that his majesty was disposed to wink had taken place was solely imputable 
at the calumniation of a brave officer to the weather and the local diilicul- 
likc Sir R. Strachan, or that he would lies.” 

allotf Lord Chatham, by iifsjdious Sir Home Popjiam now addressed 
representations, to deprive an officer the house. “ He was justified,’* he 
of sucl! long and approved service of said, “ in assuming that the paper 
the well- merited estimation of his did rcallj^cxist, because iro jwrr.<m 
•king ? Such a supposition was as op- ventured to depy its existence? yet 
posite to the character, to the inttj- even now, if Mr Ftrceval would state 
grity, to the virtue^ to the honour of that no«nch paper existed, he would 
his majesty, as it was conformable not say another word. — Its existence 
to the dark spirit of low intrigue thA was nor denied*- He khew that 
yvhich influenced the councils of his Sir Richard Strachan did feel that 
present ministers,. To cover their o\A serious insinuation j agaihtt his con- 
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d^uct were contained in the narrative 
already before the hoMe ; and what 
was still more grievous was, that if 
he should refute and repel every 
charge which it implied, he could 
have no security that a sedbnd state- 
ment would not be produced, and 
then a third, and so on,statement*upon 
8taterrfcnt, and edition upon edition.” 
Sir Home Pop)ian\ called upon the 
Thouse “ not to icgard this as a party 
•question ; it was a question of justice * 
to the navy, and to an admiral whose 
.life had been devoted to the service 1 
of his country ; who had frequently 
and gloriously distinguished himself 
in that service, aiyl whose merits had 
been rewarded by that, bouse with 
the highest distinction it could be 
stow, and the most substantial proofs 
it could give ol its marked appro ba 
tion. All the dispatches of Lord 
Chatham conveyed the most unqua- 
lified approbation of the conduct of 
the navy. It was reserved for his 
narrative, composed on the 14 -th of 
October, and since revised, re-read, 
corrected, altered, and amended, to 
convey a different impression. He 
trusted the house would not be per- 
suaded/by fallacious or sophistical 
arguments, to vote against the pro- 
duction of a paper, necessary to the 
ends of justice, and the effectual pro- 
secution of the inquiry.” 

Mr R. Ward observed, in behalf 
of the Admiralty, that as soon as the 
first lord knew such a narrative had 
been presented, he lost no time in in- 
forming Sir R. Strachan, telling him 
also, ^tliat if he deemed inexpedient 
to make a statement iy. reply, it w'ould 
be his duty to become the channel 
for transmitting it to his ^majesty. 
Not, he added, that it was the desire 
of the Admiralty to call for such a 
statement.— But no speech was listen- 
ed to with more attention than Mr 


Canning’s. u It was greatly to be 
lamented,” Ije said, “ that amiistt* v <j 
had not instituted proper inquiries 
into both branch*s t of the expedition, 
naval and military, and by that mentis 
prepared themselves to meet parlw-^ 
ment. The general opinion was, that 
blame must rest somewhere, and it was 
highly important that 1 the count r.y 
should know to whom it was really 
imputable. Hefhould naturally have 
J^uppftspd that one of the first stap$, 
f Would have been to call for narratives 
•of their transactions, both from Lord 
Chatham and Sir Richard Strachan ; 
and he actually came prepared on 
the first day of .L * session to ask 
for those narratives, but was with- 
held, because he was told that go- 
vernment had not required nor oh-* 
tained any such statement. A nar- 
rative, however, had since been found 
toexist, which, though written on the 
14 *tli of October, did not make any 
pait of the documents on* which go- 
vernment formed its opinion, that no 
inquiry was necessary. The house 
was hereby placed in a very embar- 
rassing and almost unprecedented ijfc 
tuation. Lord Chatham was, it 
true, at the time of the expedition 
a cabinet minister and a privy coun- 
sellor ; but as soon as he accepted 
that command, he became as respon- 
sible for his conduct as any other of- 
ficer in the army, or any man in the 
ranks. This being undeniable, he 
could 'not see upon what principle 
that noble lord had a right to^cut 
out for himself a royal road % to the « 
king’s audience ; nor could jje con- 
ceive upon what ground the present* 

S :ition, consideringthe state in which 
e house found themselves, should 
be lesisted. He believed in his con- 
science, that if the papers did exist, H 
they were in idea greatly exaggerar 
ted 5 but he would fain believe* they 
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-did not exist at all. If the narrative any of them would deem it right se- 
gone through the usual medium cretly to meirA^-ial hi* majesty against 
ttJ* the king’s htuufc, he* should then the conduct of a colleague ? Possi- 
most certainly have, thought that bly, if they could open^the king's 
thtfy did not exist ; but having first escrutofr, such a griemorial might be ' 
into the king's hands, and then found — perhaps a similar manuscript 
being made official, and<he same ad- to that on the table against the whole 
visers having though? proper not to of the rh r ht honourable gentlemen ; 
make theta ctffifcial if they did exist, a complaint from Lord Chatham, 
a*strong presumption arose that they ^that so imperfect or unfounded was 
were not such as ought, to be lftade the information ^vith which his col-* 
official. But on tlfis ground they ^leagues had furnished him, and so 
Vould not properly be w ithhefei?" , Y clumsily contrived their arrange- 

The debate w§s concluded by Mr\ments, that he found it impossible to 
Whitbread. <c He had lieard Mr execute the object of the expedition. 
✓Canning,” he said, “ with delight, What if the lord chancellor were to 
not only because it was the first time have a peep into hij majesty's cscru- 
he had ever happened to experience his toir, might ge not have occasion to 
support, but also becar.se the speecli exclaim in the words of The School 
»was marked with all that peculiar for Scandal — but no ; his lordship 
character of reasoning and ability of was too pious to sweat* although 
statement, which belongs to that another chancellor might : — ‘ A me- 
right honourable gentleman. It was mo rial from Mr Perceval against 
indeed free from those sallies of wit Lord Chatham, by all that's wondcr- 
and humour which were wont to ex- ful ; — and another from Lord Chat- 
cite such pleasure on the ministerial ham against the minister, by all that'# 
benches; but Mr Canning had no damnable.' — Really from the conduct 
reason to regret the silence with these ministers were so ready to vin- 
whicli his speech was heard, for if he dicate, and from that course which 
w'fis not so loudiy and liberally cheer- they were so liable to pursue, the worst 
ci to-night, he never delivered a consequences were to be appMiend- 
speech which his old friends so strong- cd, if it were not for the character of 
ly, perhaps so severely felt. the monarch under whom wc lived. 

“ Were there no other papers up- But if such ministers hadbem in l'x- 
on the subject presented to his ma- istenev at the close of the 17th cen- 
jesty by Lord Chatham? I believe,” tury, under the wily sovereign who 
continued Mr Whitbread, u in my then sat on the throne, he would 
conscience, fliat there were, ancM call have encouragedf [hem to memorial 
upon any man in the house to lay his against each other, he would have 
haiiiTHipon his heart and say, after kept alive disseutious among them — 
all that has past this nighty that lie lie would hjve by such man ageme nt 
docs no< believe so. Some of the put each of them in his p<vw£r!TttVid 
speakers on the ministerial bench through them lie wtould have ruined 
have endeavoured to maintain thatf the country. Such a king's escru* 
Lord Chatham's proceeding was ^oir might well be supposed like 
perfectly justifiable. Is it to be in- the lion's mouth which once Revived 
ferred that they would feel it justili- the secret information winch treachery 
agio tg follow such'au example — that* communicated, to the government of 
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Venice, and which often ltd to de- 
struction. In the n,i. rative under 
consideration, some striking features 
of that species of information may 
be recognized ; ftp: it attempted to 
blast the fame and prospects of a 
body of gallant officers* But the 
papers still kept back might b<£ still 
worse. 1 ' They must, however, be 
brought to light, ^bucli a practice 

Lord Chatham’s conduct disclosed 
must be exposed and reprobated, or 
responsibility was a mere name, and 
there would be an end of even the l 
forms of the constitution. Some 
gentlemen, even among my own 
friends,” he conceded, M are pleased 
to say, that they pity ^hc minister. 

I cannot, however, feel any pity for 
such ministers ; for to their own con- 
duct is attributable all the difficulty, 
distress, and odium, which attach to 
their condition and character ; but I 
pity that country which has the mis- 
fortune to be placed under the go- 
vernment of such men ; and jf they 
retain that government long, I have 
no hesitation in saying, that England 
must be the victim of their discord- 
ance between each other, and their 
general mismanagement. Is it possi- 
ble to reflect upon any part of their 
recent conduct w ithout a feeling of in- 
dignation ? How was their answer to 
the city of London to be accounted 
for ? Were they in the habits at all 
of consulting with each other ? Had 
they any conversation with Lord 
Chatham, with the writer of the nar- 
rative on the table, before they re- 
turned that answer ? Di\l they not 
evefl rheetiat cabinet jlinners ? — They 
might Jiave had,tlteir cabinet dinners, 
hut if they went to cabinet* suppers, 
let them go to one after this night’s* 
debate, L with w hat appetite &cy 
may !” 

178 members voted for the address, 


being a majority of 7. Ministers* 
were thus a second time left in a mi- 
nority. When thi house * 

next assembled, the king’s Feb. 26. 
answer to the address was ^ 

reported. It was in these words 
“ The Earl of ^Chatham having re- 
quested his majesty Jo permit him 
to present his report Id his majes- 
ty, and having also requested that 
his majesty would not communicate 
u k for the present, his majesty recei- 
ved it on the 15th of January last, 
t and kept it till t^e 10th of this 
month, when, in consequence of a 
wish having been expressed by the 
Earl of Chatham* on the 7th of this 
month, to make some alterations in 
it, his majesty returned it to the Earl 
of Chatham. The report as altered 
was again tendered to his majesty by 
the Earl of Chatham on the lith of 
this mouth, when his majesty directed 
it to be delivered to his secretary of 
state, and his majesty ha? not kept 
any copy or minute of this report 
as delivered, at either of these times, 
nor has lie had, at any time, , any 
other report, memorandum, narra- 
tive, or paper submitted to him by the 
Earl of Chatham, relating to the late 
expedition to the Scheldt.” 

When this answer had been deli- 
vered, Mr Whitbread, premising, that 
in the question which he was about 
to put, he wished to be understood 
as being animated with t}je most sin- 
cere whicratiou for the crown, arfd not 
less for the wearer of it, demanded of 
Mr Perceval, Who was the privy coun- 
sellor, a member of that house, who 
took his majesty’s pleasure upon the 
^ddress ? — No answer being immedi- 
ately returned, Mr Whitbread conti- 
nued, Am I to understand that the 
right honourable gentleman will not, 
as a member of this house, give an 
fnswer to the question I have put ?— • 
6 
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* Mr Ferccvat then replied, that al- to state the # substance of it^-Mr 
g^Aough it was the ordpiary courtesy Whitbread fc4t no time in pursuing 
Ipl that house to Aiswer questions put the subject. He moved two resolu- 
from one side to, the other, yet, from tiorss ; # the first stating the 
tie menacing ^nanner in which the facts of the case ;• the se- March % 
^-question was put* he felt; it his duty cond saying, that the Earl 
to decline aflswerin^ fill he was call- of Chatham, by private commumca* 
ed upon # by a^vote of the house. — tion,to l.is majesty, accompanied by 
This reply produced its proper effect, a desire of secrecy', did unconstitu- 
Mr Whitbread made answer, tljat if * tionally abuse tlie privilege of access 
thefe had been any thing menacing ir' Ito his sovereign, and thereby afford 
his manner, it was far from hjsjinter^y an example most pernicious in its ten- 
tion, and he sincere^ begged parddnV dency to his majesty’s service, and to 
for it. If, however, said he, the right* the general services of the state.— Mr 
honourable gentleman is determined Whi thread stated clearly and strongly 
Ao persevere in his silence to my ques- the circumstances which required this 
tion, it will be most certainly my duty vote of censure ; he dwelt upon the 
to bring it forward in a more formal tendency of Lord Chatham’s conduct 
manner. But wishing, as 1 do, to di- to produce dissention between the 
• vest him of the idea that I intended army and navy, and lie torched upon 
to convey it in an uncourtcous nun- a topic which was in a peculiar man- 
ner, I take leave to put it again. — ner associated with the name of Chat - 
Mr Perceval then answered, I was ham. u We are now,” said he, “ ap- 
the privy counsellor that took his ma- proaching the close of a long reign, 
jesty’s plea&ure upon the address. As a monarch has his peculiar virtues, 

* In a subsequent exami- so has* every reign its characteristic 
Feb, 27. nation, Lord Chatham, be- features. Most truly can we say of 

irig questioned concerning the revered sovereign of these realms, 
'this narrative, said he had requested that his virtues are his own, and that 
to have Tf^ttufftied to him, because whatever evils have occurred, are to 
he wished to make some alteration, — be attributed to the servants who have 
to leave out a passage in it ; having been successively in the enjoyment of 
done this he tendered it to the king, his confidence. What, then, hasbreu 
by whose commands he gave it inline- the characteristic feature of this reign ? 
diately to the secretary of state, with- Have wc not been told, that from its » 
out its passing into his majesty’s hands, very commencement there has existed 
—He was tfypn asked if he couhi state a secret, mysterious, and uuconsti- 
the substance of the alterations to tutional influence, •which has set at 
which he replied, it was a passage to- nought that responsibility which the 
^wards ffif^close of the report, ^contain- constitution demands from the advi- 
ing rather matter of opinion, or spe- sers of the* crown ? Has notijsaeh a 
equation/ or rather discussion, which communication teeq made within the 
lie thought would be better out of. walls of this house, by him who had 
the report, as not according with the carried thfj reputation of this country 
rest of the narrative, that being merely to the zenith <*f its glory — by 
k statement of facts; After so long bis unsullied and exalted patriotism, 
examination, h$ could not take, had acquired that title superior to 
upon him to recollect the passage, or what united kings could bestow, 
VOL. in. part I. f i> 

• i 
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namely, that of the first commoner of country never will admit of any # other * 
England ; I mean hAn, afterwards advisers, but fhose who are the avo^- 
crea ted William Earl of Chatham? In ed, ostensible, and responsible set*- 
power and out of power, in r favour vants of the crown.” 
and in disgrace, thut ever to be vene- Lord Chatham wits defended [y 
rated statesman felt the malignant in- General Cpaufurd* who argued, tha» 
fluence of this secret and monstrous if any intenfiop* of prejudicing the 
conspiracy, which, as he declared, ex- king against Sir R/St^rachan had ex- 
isted behind the throne, and was isted, this was not the Way in which 
greater than the throne itself. But,, the £arl would have proceeded. Had 
if its existence was heretofore t pro-! he not daily opportunities of personal 
blematical, wc have it now before us tycom replication with his majesty, and 
unmasked and unravelled. Strange *‘c6uld he not hgve had any one of 
Natality! that in the son of that very'' 4.hose opportunities »for conveying his 
manwhofirstmade the bold and aweful accusations verbally, in a way which ' 
annunciation, we should find one of could leave no trace behind, instead' 
the agents of tint occult influence of making his statement in a written 
which the father so loivg deprecated narrative, which he knew must re- 
and so long resisted. — Long has that main as a document, and which he 
fatal influence been but too success- meant should some day become offi- 
ful in the accomplishment of its mis- cial ? Mr Bankcs pursued the same 
chief ! Vain have been the past efforts strain of argument ; and replying also 
to resist or to expose it. Though to a speech of Mr Brougham, who 
certain in the realization of its views, had expatiated upon the constitutional 
it disappeared before it was detected, obligation of the members of the ca- 
Whoever were the ostensible servants binet to act in concert, he remind- 
of the crown ; however great and sa- ed that gentleman, that as the cabi- 
lutary the principles of their policy, net council was totally unknown to 
or the objects of their administration, the constitution, he apprehended it 
their labours were counteracted; their would not be easy td find* any adt or 
just expectations disappointed. How- statute where the relative duties of tile 
ever incessant the toil to weave the members were defined. “ The con- 
web, in one ni£ht, in one hour, this stitution,” he observed, u was an old 
invisible power was able to unravel it. work ; there were many editions of 
That his majesty is not in any degree it, and every one had his own reading, 
to blame, I am ready to admit ; and But he should tremble at the consc- 
that his sacred feeljugs are not to be quences, if once a minority should 
violated by the Course which I pro- take upon , itself to give an arbitrary 
pose, is what I also contend. If his interpretation of the text. If 3 mem- 
honour and his interests Jia\e been too her of the cabinet should £iVe his so- 
lqsa^r r'crificed to such av unbonstitu- vereign advice without consulting or 
tionah influence* it<* is right that his communicating with his colleagues, 
eyes should be at length opened ; , that would be an offence to them, 
opened at the moment ‘When this DUt no violation of the constitution, 
power, is detected in its criminal in- Lord Chatham was entitled to a di- 
fluence,and unconstitutional exercise, rect access to the king : it could nqrifl 
It is rijght that parliament should oe- c he contended but; that he might cqn™ 
dare, that the constitution of this stitutionally give an account- of his 
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proceedings, and it was perfectly op- this episode, which was calculated to 
whether he save jt orally or in hurry on, at Itist in part, the intend- 
witing.” r ed catastrophe. If they were to bo 

Mr Stephen sj^oke on the same side, disappointed of turning out all the ■ 
will less ability than usual. Having ministers, they hoped at least, by this 
oO distinctly and forcibly pointed out motion, to get quit of one of them. I 
the perilous fconseqii^ficea of some of do not ask indulgence for this noble 
those mesL8ure%which the opposition person b t.ause he ‘vas'the son of mu-, 
lyerfc pledged to pursue, he dreaded and the brother of another \ftiihum 
their triumph as the worst danger \Pitt. I do not appeal to the Catos*, 
which threatened tlje country ; and fond J3rutusefi on the other side. But 
thinking the present question when I heard the tones of this noble 

compared to that gre^t, and notimprO- [ lord at the bar of that house, and ob- 
bably -approaching evil, that strongs * served- his features, they recalled 
impression prevented him from seeing strongly to my mind the recollection 
iJ ^he question in its true light. He admit- of the latter illustrious man, now 
ted that Lord Chatham had acted er- mouldering in the k>mb. I have rc- 
roneously and unbecomingly, but be- ceivcd no favours from the late Mr 
cause a thing had a dangerous tenden- Pitt. I was scarcely known to him. 

* cy, it was rioi therefore to be visited in There were gentlemen in jtbat house, 
the way the present motion suggested, however, who stood in a very different 
There were other things more danger- situation. I call on them to a?s,ist me. 
ous, — party spirit, and factious com- J call on them to see that the son of 
bination! — Loudcriesof Hear! hear! Lord Chatham, and the brother of 
were repeated at this from the opposite Mr Pitt, should at least have justice 
benches.— -“Yes,” he said, « he knew done him. I am r.ot one of those 
he had touched the spring by which who think that the merits of an illus- 
that. opposite party were moft easily trious hither should excuse theoffencos 
move d,— -wh ich vibrated with most or even the faults of the son ; but at 


elasticItyTTMiefr bosoms. Party-spirit the sametimelwouldnot pluck stories 
and factious combination were infi- from the monument of the father to 
nitely more dangerous than the in- bruise the head of the son : the noble 
flucnce of the crown. It was wished lord was used in this manner on jLhe 


not to wait till the inquiry was con- 
cluded, but to cut the matter short ; 
for that would be the result of adopf- 
ingthese resolutions.” Theories were 
now renewed from the opposition. — 
«* I^i$uite accustomed,” he pursued, 
to be'miswcred by these Q. P. ar- 
guments from the other side. I hope 
Ve shall be spared the O. P. dance ! 
As soon as those gentlemen found 
they were likely to be disappointed 
in thfir great hopes from the inquiry, 
jt of making it the means of accomplish- 
ing their grand ain\, — the turning out 
o t ministers,-— then they introduced 


present occasion, when certain par- 
sages were quoted from the speeches 
of the illustrious father in support of 
the heavy chargys against the son.” 

The best defence, or rather apoloc*v, 
was made by Mr Perceval. “ Publi- 
city,” he sajef, u and not secrcsy, was 
Lord Chatham’s object when 
in that narrative*; was unquestion- 
ably his intention to make it public 
at some tfhv, though, from some par- 
ticular circumstances at the ipoment, 
he wished it for a short tittie to be 
kept secret. Had it been delivered 
without this request of, secresy, theie 
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would have been nothing in his con- vants of the crown, at least those 
duct in the least degree illegal or mi- who were foimerly considered, con (> 
constitutional. In the direct commu- dential servants : and then, if it was 
ideation with his majesty, there was likely that tlie paper would be called 
nothing improper . ‘lie did, however, for by that house, all they woufii 
conceive that it was unconstitutional have to do would be to demand the ■ 
to make that direct communication statement back/ and expunge such 
with the charge of secrCsy ; but it passages as containedt«the most ob- 
was ;; venial error* from which no jcctionable charges. It had been ar# 
practical inconvenience had occured. gueck that the statement was not offi- 
The only thing that appeared to'himv cial till it was given to the secretary 
to lead to inconvenience was, that a Vif sta*e.‘ ; — there was an end df all 
cabinet minister, employed as a gene- /Responsibility of i ministers if such a 
ral, united in himself the situations of doctrine were admitted. All that any 
master and servant ; and afterwards, miiujter need do in that case to avoids 
when he approached the sovereign responsibility, would be to say, that' r 
and presented th# narrative, he ap- any advice which he might have con- 
pcared to unite also the opposite cha» veyed to his sovereign was a private 
ractcr of judge and party. A vote communication.” 
of censure “on this occasion would Mr Canning declared, u that if the 
deeply affect Lord Chatham in his house intended to follow up these re- 
official character and honour ; and y solutions by any violent measure, such 
thereby prejudice him upon the in- as an address for the removal of Lord 
quiry, which was yet pending ; and Chatham from his majesty’s councils, 
the justice of the case might be as certainly he should not vote for it. 
well satisfied by adopting the pfevious Nor was he prepared to go the whole 
question, which would imply that the length of the second resolution ; but 
offence was of a nature so slight, as thinkingthat an offence had been com- 
not to call for a serious judgement.” mitted which it was necessarv lo 
But Weightier arguments were ad- tice, he proposed an 'amendment Jo 
duced on the other side. Mr Adam this purport, that the house saw with 
pressed upon the house the perilous regret that any such communication 
coifsequenccsof Lord Chatham’s con- should have been made to his majesty 
duct, in a speech of much legal and without the knowledge of the other 
constitutional learning. Mr C. W. ministers ; that such conduct was 
Wynn spoke with great ability to the highly reprehensible, and deserved the 
same conclusion. u It was impossi- censiveof the house.” TV>thisamend- 
ble,” he said, “ that the House of men t Mr Whitbread assented* In his 
Commons could declare such conducf concluding speech he made actively 
not only not erroneous, <but justifia- reply to^the true statement' of Mr, 
hat would be hoMing out to Stephen, concerning the end at which 
all military encouragement to the opposition were aiming. u Tht < 
follow the eairic practice. fc It would continual cry is/' said he, u you want 
in any such case be open to them to - to get them oiit.— Why, so he did* 
give in*any statement Vontaimna any but he found it impossible. Repeat- 
charges Against other officers, with a. edly as they were knocked down, still A 
request of secrcsy* and without com-. %they got up again. He could kill 
nninicating it to the confidential ser- man, but he could not kill this phaw- 
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tom of an administration. The Chan- 
^alllor of the Exchequerreminded him 
. ^or a scene in a Neapolitan puppet- 
show, where a duel takes place be- 
tween Punch a?id his antagonist, and 
* poor Punch is ruiwtjirgijgh the body. 
His friend comes, an Awith great signs 
of grief applit% his mouth to his ear, 
and asks him if he is dead; upon which 
the latter springs up, and cries Bah / 
So with the right Jionourablc gen 


to the ordnaiw, and that Mr Yorke 
would succeed him at the admiralty ; 
but these appointments, though, as it 
appears, now decided upon, did not* 
take plac^ for some weeks. Mr Yorke 
was at this time the most unpopular 
man in the kingdom ^ and that unpo- 
pularity was aggravated by his ac- 
ceptance of a tellership of the Exehe- 
thevery sinecure which, it had' 


iquer,- . 

/bcer#argued by the opposition, should 
tleman opposite : notwithstanding thdV have been conferred upon Lord Wel- 
repeated defeats he kas sustained du-v lington instead of a pension. Thepuh- 
ring the session, *at the very momcnf lie feeling upon the subject was stri- 
that you expect to hear nothing more kingly exemplified, when Mr Yorke, 
him, up jumps the little fellow, and having consequently vacated his seat, 
says, I am alive !” offered himself aginn as a candidate 

The previous question was rejected for the county of Cambridge, whicli 

he had represented for twenty years. 
As soon as he appeared • 
at the county meeting, Marsh 13. 
upon a little gallery in 
front of the Rose inn at Cambridge, 
a cry of Clear the gallery ! was set 
up, so loud and so general, that he 
and his* friends were scarcely suffered 
to addre-s the people ; and when the 
high sheriff had with difficulty ob- 
tained a "hearing for him, he was pre- 
sently interrupted. His opponents, on 
the contrary, were listened to with 
eager attention. “Was lie not,” they 
said, “ the man who, upon the investi- 
gation of the Duke or York’s con- 
duct, had revived the old exploded 
cry of a Jacobinical conspiracy ? Had 
he not constantly stood forward du- 
ring that inquiry *to browbeat the 
witnesses, and toealumniate those who 
had patrjptissi and intrepidity enough 
to appear ai # accusers ? Nay a h<MV.Ht 
farther than any bnt dared to follow 
him, —he e^ven proposed the imprison- 
ment of Mrs Clarke during an ad- 
jouriynent, by Way of caution, list any 
one snould have access to hen Had 


by 221 — a majority of 33. Mr Whit 
"bread's first resolution was then car- 
ried* and Mr Canning's amendment 
of the second. Mr Whitbread then 
moved, that the resolutions should be 
laid before his majesty by such mem- 
bers as were of the privy council. — 
Some members exclaimed, By the 
whole house ! — Blit this called up Mr 
Wilberforce and Mr Bragg Bathurst, 
JSfttJjexpresscd their hopes that 
nothing ot passion or personality 
should appear upon the proceedings 
of the house. — The remonstrance of 
these respectable . members was effec- 
tual ; and Mr Whitbread, in a man- 
ner which did him honour, admitted 
the propriety of their remarks ; decla- 
red himself j«rfectly satisfied with ha- 
ving carried the constitutional qVes- 
tion^.^rid said he should therefore 
cheerfully withdraw his motion. The 
next measure would have been to fol- 
low up the vote of censure by an ad- 
dress, praying liis majesty to remove } 
the Earl of Chatham from his coun- 
cils, but this the earl prevented by a 
► timely resignation of all his offices. 


•It was immediately reported, that* he not told us, that if he could have 
lift EaVl of Mtdgravc would row go foreseep the evidence which would 
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have been produced o f> that business, erroneous, ought to have protected 
he would have shut .the door of the him, if his ^ncrofts and honourable 
House of Commons the face of character had not been sufficient. 


the people. — which lie actually had 
done in the Wolcheren inquiry, to de- 
prive the people, as far as was in his 
power, jf the benefit of that inquiry, 
when fill his elfoits to prevent it had 
Vr proved vain. But the people had him 
now in a tangible shape ! and could 
comment on t lie language and ^con- 
duct of the Teller of the Exchequer, 
without the risk of his sending them 
to Newgate. Of every measure which 
had for its object to increase the bur- 
thens or diminish the privileges of the 
people, he had been the, zealous advo- 
cate.” “What was his history ? said 
one of these orators : he first tried the 
bar, then set up as parliament man, 
and, making use of your credit and 
your capital, this has turned out a 
very profitable concern. You appoint- 
ed him a guardian of the public purse, 
and now, with your money in his 
pockets, he has the hardihood to re- 
quire you to place hirn again in the 
same situation. Gentlemen,” conti- 
.nued the speaker, “1 am, like most of 
yourselves, a plain farmer, and I ask 
you this plain question. If a shep- 
herd whom weliad appointed to watch 
the flock, had not only suffered an- 
other to steal the sheep, but had ac- 
tually feasted with him* on the mut- 
ton, and clothed himself with the 
wool, should afterwards have the ef- 
frontery to ask us to take him again 
into our service, what would be our 

W . C o “ 

1 hisdanguag^ \yas in character as 
well as in place. But Mr Brand 
and the Marquis of Tavistock availed 
themselves in like manner of the li- 
cense ^pf the hustings to cast fcsper- 
siuns. upon Mr Y orke, from v hi c h 
the very frankness apd intrepidity of' 
hii conduct, even when he was most 


“ When he closed t^e doors of the 
house,” Mr Brand said, “ it migi^t 
have been tapprisM to arise from his" 
inveterate hatred to publicity of all 
kinds ; but^it had nt>w been fully- 
proved, that he acted only in accord- 
ance with the wishes of the ministry. 
For no sooner tfas he precluded, by 
2'his acceptance of the sinecure, from 
continuing in Bis seat, than Lord 
Louvaine, — a lord of the Admiralty, 
one of the administration, — succeed .. 
ed to the pleasing duty of expelling 
the public. That fact was undeni- 
able, and he that had not intellect to 
understand it, was almost incapable, 
of Conceiving any thing. Mr Yorke 
was now a placeman, and when he 
took that place he forfeited every 
title to public character.” The Mar- 
quis of Tavistock spoke in terms not 
less violent. “ If Mr Yorke,” he 
said, “ had boldly and manfully ac- 
cepted a constitutional place in the 
king's coi/ncils, his conduct would 
not have been liable .Jo t l'j; r ...knwl- 
versions. In such a case the eounb.y 
would have been in some degree se- 
cured by bis responsibility, and he 
himself would have had the satisfac- 
tion to feel, that if at any time a dif- 
ference of .opinion should arise be- 
tween him and his official colleagues, 
it ^yiVuld be open to bin? to resign his 
place, aud conform to the dictates of 
his own judgement. Bu4«.&£’ now 
stands,” said the marquis, “ in a quite 
contrary situation. He is .the hirqd 
advocate of ministers, and has recei- 
ved his retaining fee. He must now 
defend their errors, and palliate their 
ignorance. He cannot abandon them 
wit bout incurring the imputation of 1 ^ 
that worst vice of which human Ma- 
ture is susceptible— ingratitude.’*— 
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Lord Francis Godolphin Osborne was 
^iroposed again st^him ; #nd Mr Y orkc, 
^ Aaving no hope of success, declined 
the contest, and was returned for the 
Cornish boroifgh of St Germains. 

The fickleness^ popular feeling 
is provad by every year’s experience, 
and when ministry had determined to 
jnakc Mr \\>rke first lord of the Ad- 
miralty, it 6 eems as if they dflayed 
the appointment till the ebullition of 
resentment had spent itself# • The\ 
well knew that ii* such things the 
chance of accidents may be trusted to 
f with perfect safety. Lord Mulgrave 
continued at the head of the navy, 
and no master of the ordnance had 
been appointed live weeks after the 
office was vacated. Mr 
April 17- Whitbread then asked 
Mr Perceval, if it were 
true that Lord Chatham, notwith- 
standing his resignation, still conti- 
nued to act as master-general, to draw 
the salary, and exercise the patron- 
age appertain ingthereunto ? — He was 
told in reply, that he had transacted 
the daily business of the.office, as was 
. * n patent places, till 

successor was appointed ; but that 
he had merely done this, and had ab- 
stained from advising in the cabinet, 
carrying in reports, &c. to his ma- 
jesty, or doing any other official act, 
these things having devolved in the 
interim on the lieutenant-general of 
the ordnance. — Mr Whitbread repli- 
ed, with more violence* than the oc- 
casmjj justified, that this was a gross 
and scandalous delusion practised by 
. ministers on the house and on the 
country, and he j^pked, whether, in 
point of fact, Lord Chatham stjll 
received the salary of the office ?— 
Being informed that he did, because, 
white h e performed the duties, he was 
^entitted to receive it ; he expresse&a 
*hope that he would do so no more, 


to prevent disagreeable necessity 
of bringing the question before par* 
liament. 

Meantime the examination of evi- 
dence upon the*Walcheren expedi- 
tion was concluded, and the impor- 
tant trial of strength 
came on. Lord Porches- Myrch 26. 
ter moved two strings 
of resolutions, purporting that tH* 
> expedition was undertaken under cir- 
cumstances which afforded no rational 
hope of adequate success, and at tfre 
precise season of the year when the 
disease which had proved so fatal was 
known to be most prevalent 5 that the 
advisers of this irf-judged enterprise 
were therefore deeply responsible for 
the calamities with which its failure 
had been attended, and that their con- 
duct in delaying the evacuation of 
Walcheren called for the severest cen- 
sure. — These resolutions he prefaced 
by a view of the evidence. <c The 
expedition,” he argued, “ had been 
undertaken against the opinion of the 
best military authorities which had 
been consulted ; and- its failure had 
verified every prediction, and realised 
every fear expressed by all those most 
competent to decide upon its policy 
and practicability. There were as 
many plans for it ns there wera de- 
partments concerned. Lord Castle- 
rcaglPs plan was, to make a dash, 1 
which disdained to stop at the most 
desperate risks and appalling dangers ; 
the plan of the Admiralty was, Hot 
to hazard the navy in a most indi- 
cate navigation ; the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer’s plan was, 'WO how 
to support his ^Ibes, not how to af- 
fect the war in Germany, not how to 
turn in favour of Austria die equally- 
p(jjsed fortune of that wotful cam- 
paign,— all his attention was absorb- 
ed in calculating upon that arrange- 
ment which Should convey the espe* 
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dition with the least possible quantity 
of dollars, totally overlooking that 
axiom in war, that bullion was as ne- 
cessary as powder and shot, and, when 
well applied not lesftoperative. What 
plan the secretary of state for foreign 
affairs .was most particularly attached 
to, he cpuld not tell 5 but it was pro- 
bable that just at that time he had some 
little plan of his own, which he did 
not communicate to his 'colleagves. 
The admiral appeared to have a plan, 
bqt the commander-in-chief appeared 
to have no plan at all ; throughout 
the whole of his examination, it was 
clear that he had at no time during 
the campaign considered of any plan 
at all, neither was there ‘Any pointed 
out to him in the instructions of the 
government* Onemight have thought 
that a general sent out at the head of 
such an expedition as that, in which 
the whole disposable force of the na- 
tion was employed, should have form- 
ed some idea of the operations he was 
to conduct, and the sieges he had to 
undertake. It never had entered into 
the heads of any set of men but these 
ministers to sent out an expedition in 
such away. The whole army was sacri- 
ficed by its having been sent out with- 
out knowing that the expedition could 
not euccecd but after several sieges, 
when the only chance of success rested 
upon the possibility of accomplishing 
its object without any siege at all. 

** It had been said, that the expe- 
dition had the elerficnts to contend 
with : it had a much more dangerous 
enemy in that pestilential, climate at 
thafcpcctilcntial season. The disease 
to which the army < had been exposed 
was well known, to professional men, 
and must iiave been known 'to mini- 
sters, because Lord Midgrave com- 
manded in Walcheren in 1791*, wlK*n 
liis troops suffered under it,' and he 
knew that on their return they fell 


victims to its destructive influence* 
Yet no medicnl mep had been conj' 
suited, either as to its means of cure? 
or of prevention ! As* to the unprece- 
dented delay in sending out medicine^ 
and medical ^ssisj^nce, he Was not 
disposed to attribute all the W ame to 
government, but to the effect of that 
miserable subordination of ’ depart-, 
lncnt^* which required that such ap- 
plications should epass through three 
or four, offices before it could arrive 
it the department whose duty it was 
te comply with thcra. The secre- 
tary who conducted the affairs of the 
war should possess a cOntroul over 
every inferior department, and issue 
the necessary orders directly to each. 
But why was the evacuation delayed 
when the ulterior objects of the ex- 
pedition had been relinquished ? why 
was not the army then immediately 
withdrawn from this frightful scene 
of contagion and death ? — This fatal 
expedition, the most calamitous in 
which the country had ever been en- 
gaged, had involved us in national dis- 
grace, almost in national desponden- 
cy. It had failed not throun-h^yy^ 
defect of courage in tn{T*Tncn who, 
were employed in it, nor of precau- 
tion or talents in the persons who 
commanded, but entirely through the 
ignorance, rashness* and impotence of 
those who planned it. It was the 
bounden duty of the house to visit 
such impolicy and misconduct with 
its utmost indignation. The resolu- 
tions which he moved were njogt .le- 
nient, for he too, like his countrymen, 
had an inclination to mercy. But 
had he called for justice, he had not * 
power to word his resolutions in terms 
sufficiently strong ; language had no 
terms of censure strong enough for 
men who had suffered their country- 
men to fall victims to a deadly clu 
mate, without a prospect of their 
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country being benefited,— who knew 
"NUKs, s? w this, aqfl yet* for the sake* 
of a little pelf or power, grinned at it 
^without remorse:;— men who daily 
tofld them theytyere the only fit per- 
sons to govern the /^un try, they were 
the friends df majesty* had the confi- 
dence of their bovtreign, and were the 
qnly fit persons to rally round him!” 

Lord Castlereagh began th^ de- 
fence of ministers ; J»e spoke at gre..t 
length, and never displayed n*o/e abi- 
lity than in defending the most unfor- 
tunate and most impolitic of all his 
yneasures. €t Government,” he said, 

7 «* was called upon to answer, not for 
an expedition of which the principal 
object had been defeated upon trial, 
but for one which in its ultimate ob- 
ject had never been tried at all. Mr 
Whitbread had said on a former oc- 
casion, in describing the impotence 
of the attack and the power of the 
enemy to repel it, that the lion of 
France had swept off the fly with a 
lash of his tail ; but he ought to re- 
collect, that it was not the strength 
of the enemy which swept uii oft*. It 
force of the elements that 
jjrst uiniSP'W^side from our object, 
and the overwhelming power of disease 
that at a later period of the opera- 
tions stood between us and their ac- 
complishment.” He then contended, 
“ that it was not to be supposed go- 
vernment had formed their decision 
upon the vpritten military opinions : 
the opinions of military men given 
freely^ig discussion were infinitely 
• more advantageous ; and it was to be 
remembered, that they had the ad- 
vantage of two professional opinions 
within the cabinet ; they had repeat- 
ed communications with professional 
authorities in both services, and were 
possessed of much information re- 
specting the state of the enemy. Th$ 
expedition could not have been ready 


sooner,— thaj # had sufficiently been 
proved by the inquiry ; it had been 
proved that the utmost exertions had 
unremittingly been employed to pre- 
pare the army fo# service, and that 
neither the army itself, nor the mean* 
of transporting it, could possibly have 
beci> i e idy sooner. 4 Neither could 
our force have been directed else- 
, where 5— this also had been proved..# 
} Ouii means df foreign expenditure de- 
pend upon the state of exchange, and 
the supply of foreign coin to be pur- 
chased in the market ; and though 
that difficulty had since been in a 
great measure removed by importa- 
tions of silver from South America, 
that resource could not then be relied 
011. In no quarter of the continent, 
neither in Italy, nor in Spain, nor in 
the north of Germany, could the pe- 
cuniary means have been procured 
for equippiug and maintaining the 
army then disposable ; our exertions, 
therefore, were necessarily limited to 
an operation on the enemy’s coast, to 
be carried o« by our own resource* 
alone, and in connexion with our ship- 
ping. 

“ The calamitous sickness of the 
army had thrown over the whole of 
the. expedition its most painful cha- 
racter ; but when the expedition jva* 
decided upon, the apprehension of 
sickness was confined to that part 
of the force* alone which was des- 
tined to serve i*i Walcheren ; that 
which was to land at Sandvliet, aad 
act against Antwerp, would have 
been employed in a healthy country. 
The landing of so large a pot-*an n «of 
the troops in St>u£h JBevetand, and 
their long detention there, arose en- 
tirely from unforeseen causes, and 
were utterly •inconsistent \^th the 
plal?. That plan was neither ill ima- 
gined nor ill arranged ; the informa- 
tion which government had obtained. 
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wSis ample and correct the aid af- 
forded to Austria was important, and 
must have been effectual, had not the 
fatal battle of Wagram taken.place ; 
even as it was, jruops which would 
have else been marched to the Da- 
nube, were drawn from all sides for 
the defence of Antwerp. The expence 
had been less, in proportion to the 
•'magnitude of the expedition, than, 
that of any other which this country' 
had ever sent forth. Upon that point 
the public had been deluded with the 
most absurd and exaggerated reports. 
When the livery were denouncing 
vengeance against his majesty’s mi- 
nisters, it was assorted that the expe- 
dition had cost the nation not less 
than fifteen millions ; even the par- 
liamentary 'Opponents of ministry, in 
the more sober view which they con- 
descended to take of the subject, ho- 
ver stated it at less than five or six : 
but the fact was, as the documents 
before the house proved, that the to- 
tal charge had notexceeded%40,000l. 

44 What then,” he continued, 44 has 
been our offence ? that we undertook 
an operation which we cannot now 
indisputably prow must have suc- 
ceeded in all its parts, if prosecuted to 
a close. Arc we then to understand, 
that such is the principle hereafter to 
be imposed, under the authority of 
parliament, upon the military coun- 
sels of the crown ? The fate that 
awaits the ministers* who acted in the 
case under consideration, is of com- 
paratively little importance ; but the 
effects of such a principle would be 
fat?al*frYd(;cd to the future prospects of 
the country. * * 

44 In what page of our history has 
the noble lord convinced himself, that 
the interests of the empire would^bcji 
be consulted by banishing enterprise 
in war ? has jt been by such a p.inci- 
ple that our. naval power has been 


raised to its present pre-eminence ? or 
that the triumphs of our army hsft':. 
been brought to rival those of ou^. 
navy ? was it under these cold maxim9 
that Nelson fought ?,id died, and Be- 
queathed that example to the navy, 
which must make them fo» ever in- 
vincible ? when he attacked at Copen- 
hagen, was his decision taken upon 
such maxims? was it at Aboukir, 
when he exposed his ships, on an un- 
known «coast, between the shore and 
the enemy’s fleet ? or at Trafalgar, 
when he bore down in two columns 
cm the enemy, one-third superior to 
his own fleet in number, exposing hifT 
ships to he raked during their ad- 
vance by the opposing line, and with 
orders not to open their fire till they 
had passed through and brought up 
to leeward of their respective oppo- 
nents ? 

46 Was it such principles as these 
wh ich animated Wolfe when he a second- 
ed and stormed the heights of Que- 
bec, in presence of a superior army 
acting in defence of a fortified place ? 
Had such principles prevailed in the 
late war, would Lord Mclvi]J^h^r C 
dared to send the armyTuTchd, to ex- 
pel a superior enemy from Egypt, or 
should wc in this war have so glori- 
ously triumphed at Maida, and at Vi- 
meiio ? Fallen, indeed, would be the 
greatness of this country, and irrepa- 
rable its fate, if such notions should 
he tolerated. Shall a British House 
of Commons thus lay the chilling 
hand of death upon the risjpg ener- 
gies and accumulating glories of ours 
fleets and armies ? doubly humiliating 
would it be to every British heart, 
^whilst impatient at such a doom, to 
learn that they owed this act of na- 
tional suicide to the degeneracy of 
their own councils. 

+ 44 1 am not contending for rash and 
improvident exposures of the ‘pubftfc 1 
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force. I haveargued that silch a charge 
***foes not fairly la*' against the opera- 
<tmon in question ; but what I do con- 
tend against is, the principle, that no- 
thing shall be liVjlertaken unless every 
circumstance betfripg, ppon the ope- 
ration «m 6e previously ascertained,' 
and that nqAing shall be risked un- 
less success can be demonstrated to 
be inevitable. • 

“Had the government,” Lord Cas- 
tlereagh concluded, u acted different- 
ly, heavy, indeed,* would have been 
their responsibility ; with such means 
+ and such a prospect of striking a blow, 
what justification of inactivity could 
they have pleaded ? What would have 
been the verdict of their opposers, had 
they brought forward such a defence 
as might have been framed out of the 
materials upon which they are now 
inculpated ? Could they have justified 
themselves upon the speculative diffi- 
culties of the attempt, for having left 
an ally unsupported, and a naval ar- 
senal of such magnitude unassailed ? 
The claims of Austria alone would 
. have justified the attemut pits naval 
. salaSTh. .independent of/all continen- 
tal motives, rendered it a paramount 
duty ; but when both considerations 
were combined, hesitation would have 
been criminal, and whatever might 
have been the judgement of the house 
upon such a case, in my own estima- 
tion I must have stood irretrievably 
condemned and disgraced. The go- 
vernment that, under *511011 circum- 
stance.^ would not risk the- public 
force, must have been pronounced to 
be utterly unfit for their situations. 

I am sure it would have required more 
than ordinary charity not to suspect 
that they trembled for their offices, 
and dreaded the political, rather than 
the military consequences of failure. 

• «« -Whatever may be the d~cision*of 

* the ’house (of which however I can- 


not bring myself to doubt,) I Feel 
conscious that I have, in common with 
the other servants of the crown, done 
my duty ; and however we may have 
failed in securing* for the country all 
the advantages for which we contend- 
ed, were it the last act of my life I 
should pride myself upon the; share 1 
have borne in this important transac- 
tion. * 
• ©tie part’of Lord Castlcrcagh’s ar- 
guments was well replied to by Mr 
Ponsonby ; he had argued that gp- 
vernment was riot bound by the opi- 
nions of military officers. 
u True,” said that gentle- March 27* 
man, “ they rmght*act on 
their own responsibility ; but though 
they were not bound by military opi- 
nions, yet if they did think it right 
to act in opposition to them, they 
made themselves thereby more deeply 
responsible. All the written opinions 
which had been called for were clearly 
adverse to the expedition, and there 
was ifothing to set off against them.” 
Mr Ponsonby then entered at length 
into an examination of the military 
and naval details, and concluded in a 
strain of violent invective, which the 
matter of Lord Castlereagh’s defence 
certainly had not deserved. “ That 
noble lord,” lie said, <( seemed to feel 
as if he had performed some great ser- 
vice to the country, and was in parts 
6f his speech as gay and blithesome, as 
if he was enjoying some pleasant en- 
tertainment ; anti fhat, too, while he 
was answering the representatives of 
his insulted and injured country for 
the many^housands of his cou>Ar,»mea 
whom Ins wild fantastic experiments 
in expeditions had buried in a foreign 
grave ! Men, no doubt, differed very 
much ; but be did not think that any 
other man in the empire so circum- 
stanced, could have spoken upon the 
subject witlfout real agony of mind. 
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Nolson, and the fightg^of Aboukir 
a nd Copenhagen, hadbeen irreverently 
introduced in his justification. Why ! 
what similarity was there between 
that hero and the commandcr-in- chief 
of the late expedition, whom the no- 
ble lord selected for celerity, sagacity, 
and disp t atch ? The noble lord thought 
lie was upon a rock ; he called for 
acquittal from the justice of the house. 
He should call also upofl the justice 
of the house. 1 ask them if they 
will say that the noble lord is not re- 
sponsible for the failure i But he has 
indeed, reason to calculate liberally 
upon the lenity of the house. They 
have often been deaf to the calls of 
justice and pardoned his offences, only 
to repeat the exercise of their forgive- 
ness. He wap either wrong or he was 
right ; if right, why that latent in- 
trigue, amongst his colleagues, in 
which even his nearest connections 
and associates took a part ? Why did 
they all agree that he was incompe- 
tent to the situation which he held ? 
Why did they agree that he should 
stay in office till the termination of 
the expedition, which he himself had 
planncd-v-then to be turned out, whe- 
ther that expedition failed or succeed- 
ed ? They were anxious to send out 
the expedition, in order to send him 
out. They were so anxious to get 
r rid of him, that they suffered him to 
plan what they were conscious must 
fail, but which failure would relieve 
them from him. The house, then, 
would pause, and retrace the mischie- 
vous effects of their ownjnisjudged 
leniw Aewarcls the set of «meh who 
had been so long qbusiiig it. This 
conduct of that house was one of the 
most powerful causes of the Pate cala- 
mitous expedition. They had now to 
suffer the consequences of their weik 
indulgence to the incorrigible fatuity 
of a set of men, who thought that be- 


cause they\>vere tolerated they were 
approved. Unfeeling from habit, bolll 
from ignorance, and confident from 
impunity, they greiy more hardy ai 
they became more criminal.” 

After Me Pons<j£i)y had thus spo- 
ken, General fcrafcifurd rdse,,and en- 
deavoured to shew, lhaf there was no 
point except the Scheldt ‘to which an 
expedition could at that time have 
been sent. Austria, he said, had made 
two distinct propositions to this go- 
vernment, — to laqd an army either 
ifr the Adriatic Gulplt or in Italy, or 
to send a smaller force to the north 
of Germany, for the purpose of rai- 
sing the people ugainst the newly es- 
tablished governments. The former 
scenes of action were too remote, even 
had that been the only objection ; and 
all that could be done on that side 
was done, by keeping our troops in 
Sicily, which necessarily detained a 
French corps in Naples. The latter 
was not to be thought of, unless there 
had been a sure prospect ‘that the 
courts of Petersburgh and Berlin 
would have cordially joined with Aus- 
tria ; because^ no othercase couljlajnr 
well-grounded hopes bt* *fflTEer£airied < 
of permanently re-establishing the ori- 
ginal German governments, which, ac- 
cording to General Craufurd, was the 
only object we could have in view in 
raising or supporting insurrections in 
Germany. Truly, if there be no other 
object, jt is to be hoped tbe attempt 
never will be made. 

“ There was another field of ope- 
rations in the peninsula ; but to have 
increasedour force in Portugal would, 
by increasing the dearth of subsistence, 
have paralized our operations there. 
If} indeed, we could hare landed an 
army at Cadiz, that army might have 
marched upon Madrid, connecting its 
movements with those of the army, 
from the side of Portugal ; such a*' 
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operation would probably have ter* 
j&nated in the cc*npietarcxpulsion of 
French from Spain. But it was 
indispensable, as, a previous measure, 
that the Spania^s should give us tem- 
porary possession^ Ca<Ji* as ourchief 
depot, a«d as a poiift of retreat. To 
this they .wouM not consent ; and thus 
we were obliged to renounce a plan 
which would otherwise have beyn so 
advantageous. Tbjfc Scheldt, there . 
fore, was the only quarter hq, which 
our force could be directed, and there 
our attention was called by conside- 
rations of the utmost importance to 
* the interests of Great Britain. For 
it was not to be doubted that Buona- 
parte would one day undertake the 
invasion of this country, — it was his 
chief and favourite project, — the last 
act, without which his great drama 
would be incomplete. There are no 
limits to the naval means which he 
may create in the Scheldt, — the ba- 
son now forming at Antwerp is to con- 
tain fifty s*ail of the line, and materials 
for shipbuilding of every kind may be 
collected there, by the inland navi- 
gat irfo . jn any quantity/' From the 
.JJchelcft 'l&i&ifaparte will be able tc 
combine a formidable invasion with 
vthe greatest facility. One fleet he can 
send from thence to assist the opera- 
tions of the Boulogne flotilla, and an- 
other to act in conjunction with the 
fleets of Holland, and perhaps of the 
Baltic, in protecting an army, em- 
barked in transports, (of whiah he 
will bc^able to collect as many as he 
»can possibly want) across the Ger- 
man Ocean, to land upon our eastern 
“coast, while attacks are carried on at 
the same time from the other parts of 
the inordinately extended dominion's 
1 of France, against the south-west 
quarter of this country, and against 
Ireland. There was, therefore, nj> 
object so closely interwoven with the 


dearest intents of England as that 
which this expedition was intended 
and calculated to attain.” 

General Crauf .rd then proceeded 
to examine the military details of the' 
plan. Tfie subject warmed him ; and 
assuming fair wind and weather to be- 
gin,* he gave the history of the cam- 
paign as it ought to have been : — A 
landing effected upon Cadsand, — com*'’ 
muaication with Flushing cut off,— . 
part of the army left to besiege that 
place, which had only 4000 men f,o 
defend it, the rest proceeding to its 
ulterior destination, — the batteries on 
South Bcveland silenced, Liefken- 
shoeck taken in three days, Lilo in 
four, the gaitison of Antwerp remain- 
ing within their coverings as their only 
chance, — SOOO men, with the seamen, 
to carry on the siege, — 12,000 to co- 
ver the operations ; — with that force 
he pledged himself that he would have 
effected the object. They would then 
proceed to Bcrgcn-op-zoom, which 
they Would besiege, and which, by 
God, said the general, they would 
take. All this was very practicable, 
and all would have been done, had not 
a state of wind and weather, most un- 
usual at that season, compelled the 
armamenttotake shelter in the Room- 
pot. To this circumstance, which 
never could have been calculated up- 
on, he imputed the failure of the ex- 
pedition, and distinctly declared his 
opinion, that no man living could have 
done more in the Command of it titan 
Lord Chatham had done. Then co- 
ming to thffelast part of the subject,— 
the pestilential nature of Wsfebren 
and its evacuation# he argued, that 
deeply as the effects of that climate 
were to he deplored, yet it had never 
been established as a principle, that 
we* were not to conquer and retain im- 
portant posts, because the climate was 
occasionally Unwholesome. • In Eliza- 
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beth’s reign we had pos^ssion of this 
very island, when the climate was the 
same as it is now, a..d we retained it 
thirty years. And it had frequently 
been in the contemplation of different 
administrations to acquire permanent 
possession of Waicheren ; the plan 
had been from time io time laid aside, 
not from physical but from military 
treasons, and now military reasons were 
in our favour. “ I do nOt,” he £.on«* 
eluded, “ hesitate to say, that the 
permanent attainment of Flushing 
would amply have compensated the 
efforts of a whole campaign, however 
long and arduous. At the same time, 
when, contrary U all reasonable ex- 
pectation, the government found so 
extensive and calamitous a sickness 
continuing beyond the period of its 
customary duration, they are not to 
blame for sacrificing to that conside- 
ration a political object so closely in- 
terwoven with the vital interests of 
the state. L contend, however, that 
it was not only very natural fur them 
to be slow in coming to such a deci- 
sion, but if they had done so till dri- 
ven to it by the irresistible necessity 
which forced upon them such a dis- 
astrous alternative, they might justly 
have been accused of lightly sacrifi- 
cing the b^st interests of their coun- 
try ; and they would not only have 
deserved all the censure now attempt- 
ed to be passed upon them, but im- 
peachment would nof. have been more 
than adequate to the offence.” 

The deflate had now continued two 
nights ; yet it was far fjom its ter- 
mqjaliisn, so greatly at Jength did 
those whb spoke gnter into the q ties 
tion. On the third night, 
March 29 * General Tarleion, Lord 
T Francis Osborne, and 
Lord George Grenville, spoke ift fa- 
vour of the resolutions. Mr Gru.au 
followed on the same side. “ In my 


conception^of public delinquency/* 
said he, ** t^ere c$n be no conduct 
more reprehensible than that of tea 
majesty’s ministers,— except, indeed, 
the conduct of this hopse, if it should 
be so forgetful of jk* duties as not to 
condemn them! This hoflse Ijas lately 
censured Lord Chathw* tor an at- 
tempt to set aside the lesponsibility 
of ministers ; let it then take care 
that its conduct /in this occasion does 
not tend, to establish ministerial impu- 
nity, and let it vigit the failure of this 
fetal expedition vvith,exemplary seve- 
rity •’pun the heads of those by whom 
it was planned and advised.” 

Upon this Mr Canning rose, as 
one of those advisers, to contend that 
the principles upon which he and his 
then colleagues had proceeded were 
such as they might confidently recom- 
mend to whoever might be their suc- 
cessors in office, — such as, in what- 
ever hands the administration may he 
placed, must necessarily .be adopted 
and acted upon, if the calisc of the 
country is to be maintained. “ An 
attack upon Waicheren,” he said, 
“ was no ntyv project ; it hadbtvn fob 
many years in the coiiULUqffiTfion bi 
the British cabinet, and when Eail 
Grey went out of office, he strongly 
recommended to the ministry that suc- 
ceeded him a vigilant attention to the 
growing naval means of the enemy in 
the Scheldt, described the accumula- 
ted facilities of annoyance which the 
possession qf that river afforded to 
Buonaparte, and particularly pointed 
out the arsenal at Antwerp, as the 
most desirable object of attack on any 
favourable occasion. In giving this 
advice, in leaving this legacy, in be- 
queathing this testamentary sanction 
for such an operation to his .succes- 
sors, that noble lord discharged a so- 
lemn duty, and gave a proof of his 
patriotism as well as; of his wisdom. 

‘ ■ 
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€t Three distinct propositions,” Mr 
fefiuiuiug continued, “ made by 
gftustrfa tp Great Britain ; — an at* 
tempt upon Italy, a continuance of 
our operations m* Spain, and a diver- 
sion in the north ,of Germany. The 
first was made, anally 'desisted from 
vrtien it*fcoul<j, no longer be of any 
benefit to Austria ; our operations in 
the peninsula were pursued vvitli un- 
remitting exertion ^ but there Vcre 
weighty reasons which withheld this, 
country from raising tn insurrection 
in Germany. Not one of those whp 
had most strenuously contended for 
the policy of such a diversion, had 
ventured to assert, that it would have 
been politic to risk the fate of a Bri- 
tish army during the winter in that 
part of the continent. The times are 
indeed long passed, when foreign ar- 
mies, moving in great masses, could 
maintain themselves like a separate 
state, a nation among nations, in ihe 
heart of Germany for manysuccessive 
seasons ; %ud the force we could 
spare for such an undertaking must 
have been so small, as to be wholly 
rnadoqualc to the accomplish men t of 
Jaatever good fortune, 
Therefore, it might have commenced 
,ks career, it must have been finally 
Withdrawn before the winter ; and I 
shudder at the calamities that would 
have been brought upon the unfortu- 
nate inhabitants, who, having been 
induced Uptake up arms upon the 
faith *of British protection, must have 
been left exposed to all the vindic- 
ative outrages of exasperated tyran- 
ny, whenever the progress of the sea- 
sons, independent of military disasters, 
should render it indispensable for the 
British army to retire. 

u But this i 3 not all. Broken down 
and humbled as Prussia was, she still 
had an army, which, though unable to 
make.bcad against France, might yet 


have been ver^formidable against the 
limited force which we could have 
sent out to Germany. With that army 
the British army, in the course of its 
operations, must have come in con- 
tact ; and if that Were likely, (nay, 
rather if it was impossible to avoid 
it,) I will ask, whether, under all the 
circumstances of Europe, it’ would 
have been prudent in us to have in- 
yohed ourselves in active hostilities 
with Prussia ; or, on the other hand, 
if any thing like an understanding 
should appear to have existed between 
Prussia and us, would it not have 
furnished Buonaparte with a plausi- 
ble pretext fur wresting from the mo- 
narch of that country the bauble of 
a sceptre, and tearing from his head 
the mockery of a crown, which he 13 
still allowed to wear ? If, then, these 
would have been the consequences 
that would have resulted from an ex- 
pedition to the north of Germany, 
need more be said to shew, that it was 
the bojmden duty of his majesty’s go- 
vernment to pause before they should 
undertake it; nay, that they a-e fully 
justified in having declined the under- 
taking after the most grave and ma- 
ture deliberation. 

a All this would be true, even if 
the insurrections in Germany had 
risen to such a height without our 
interference, as to hold out some 
temptation to an enterprise of this 
kind. But what was actually at 
the time the slat? of these insurrec- 
tions ? A bold and adventurous soldier 
(Schill), impelled by loyalty and na- 
tional zca]]f though unauthorised by 
his sovereign, took up antis against- 
the common enemy, and, having' as-, 
se mbled a few followers, commenced 
an intrepid but short-lived career of 
daring enterprise ; the Princeof Hesse, 
seeking the recovery of the domi- 
nions of whi';h he had been tyranni- 
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cally deprived, was employed in lai- was leasts to be expected, I should 


sing a corps of partisans ; and the 
gallant Duke of Brunswick, anxious 
to revenge the wrongs sustained by his 
illustrious house, was enabletf, partly 
by the bravery of ins followers, and 
partly by the good will of the people, 
to traverse the ‘whole of the north of 
Germany unmolested, defeating seve- 
*ral corps of the enemy, his superiors 
in number, on the way.—' Thit^ was 
the sum of the insurrections in Ger- 
many. Undoubtedly it proved the- 
disposition of the people; but that 
disposition, though friendly, was inac- 
tive and quiescent. Splendid as they 
were as instancesof individualheroism, 
these partial and detached exertions 
surely did not hold out such assurance 
of general .concert, as would alone 
have justified a landing in the north 
of Germany. It was incumbent upon 
us before we embarked in such an en- 
terprise, to compare our means with 
the en.l 5 to weigh against the possi- 
ble advantage the certain sacrifice ; 
and to keep ever uppermost in our 
contemplation, the dreadful sufferings 
that its failure, or even its partial suc- 
cess, would draw down upon the po- 
pulation of Germany. The feelings 
of humanity, no less than considera- 
tions of prudence, were against the 
measure, nor could Austria justly ex- 
pect, nor could we consistently afford 
her that temporary relief, which it is 
admitted she might f have gained, at 
the expence of so •much certain and 
permanent injury to others. 

** The same objections jvhich I felt 
to£ha»north of Germany ivoitid have 
weighed with me, against Antwerp, 
had it been proposed to go there in 
search of insurrections. Itidced, if 
I were % *o lay my finger upon that 
spot of sub jugated Europe, which has 
suffered *hc least from French tynu- 
ny,xiad wheic therefore co-operation 


point out Agtwerpf Before the French 
revolution, Antwerp was in astatexif 
comparative desolation; her former 
greatness had vanished j her prospe- 
rity was extinguished 5 her trade an- 
nihilated ; her population was dwin- 
dled ; and the grass ^grotfing in fer 
streets, formerly tlie cr6wded haunts 
of industry and commerce. To this 
wretched state j^ad Antwerp been rc- 
duced^not by nature but by treaty, 
not by any or physical defect 

but by the arts of th<? diplomatist and 
the rlash of a pen ; and from the de- 
structive effects of a restriction so im- 
posed, was she liberated in consequence 
of her annexation to France. Neither 
was there any thing of attachment to 
her former government to counteract 
the natural influence of her present 
prosperity ; and it was <the 

sources of that prosperity, ber’grow- 
ing maritime greatness, that this blow 
was aimed. From the population of 
Antwerp, therefore, no aid or co-ope- 
ratiou was to be expected. They 
alone, perhaps, of all the inhabitants 
of the continent, would su ffer fev be!- ’ 
ing replaced in the sit uuu'luili 1 fffwlftcfi 
they had been previous to the French 
revolution. I 'had no hope of con-, 
quering through Flanders; orof keep- 
ing Flanders against France ; or of li- 
berating Holland by penetrating itd 
frontier from the Scheldt. But I did 
think, , and do think still, ^liat a great 
bio Wit was ty be struck against the 
pride and power of Buonaparte, by 
the destruction of hi6 fleet Snd arse- t 
nals. I wished for no lunger occupa- 
tion than might be sufficient for this? 
purpose, and this I expected to gain, 
rtot by the connivance of the inhabit* 
ants, but by force, and by taking them 
unprepared.” 

c Mr Canning then went through the 
plan of the expedition,, to shew that 

2 i . . 



Cua *. 2.J HISTORY OF EUROPE. 65 


its failure has arisenfrom causes which 
could not have been emulated up- 
on. ** Upon the deWjr of evacuating 
Walcberen,” he said, M such was the 
importance of $hat island to Great 
Britain, that very^reat ^efforts ought 
to have J>eeTi made to retain it ; his 
tflSjesty’sjthni&era were perfectly jus- 
tified in having hesitated as long as 
they did before thwy finally deter- 
mined to abandon sryveryt valuable a 
possession, and his doubt wa: v whe- 
ther they ought to .have abandoned 

solved on, he did not think they were 
justifiable in retaining it so long mere-' 
ly with a view to destroy the works 
of Flushing, or in compliance with 
the wishes of Austria. A mere tem- 
porary mischief to the enemy, to be 
repaired by money, ought not to have 
been purchased by any avoidable ex- 
pen ceof British life ; and if our army 
was exposed to ten days unnecessary 
sickness, upon the supposition of af- 
fording aid* to Austria so long after 
the armistice, there was no just pro- 
portion between the advantage expect- 
ed and* the sacrifice actually made.” 

‘Castly, Mi “-Canning adverted to 
what had been said of the necessity of 
parking with extraordinary severity 
th^failure of such an expedition. “ I 
doubt,” said he, u whether the vice 
of the British constitution and govern- 
ment be a too great proneness to un- 
dertake spl&did and daring entej-pri- 
zes — of its main perfection an un- 
common facility for conducting, the 
cmerations'of war. There is enough 
already (as it appears to me) both of 
difficulty to impede and of responsi- 
bility to daunt any administration in 
this country, to whom the conduct 
of a war is intrusted : and when that 
war is to be carried on against such an 
encQiyag him with whom we have to 

TOIi. ’Ill* FART. 1. 


contend at pbsent, it is not (in my 
humble opinion) politic to go one 
step beyond what justice may pre- t 
scribe 30 enhance that difficulty, and 
press thq, weight o’f.that responsibi- 
lity upon the government. Possibly 
I might think that even to stop some- 
thing' short of an extreme and 'rigor- 
ous account, might be the more poli- 
tic alternative of the two. Wc have 
tt> contend against an enemy who, with 
whatever qualifications he may be en- 
dowed by nature, has full scope and 
play given to all his faculties and 
views, by the unlimited power, the 
irresponsible freedom with which he 
acts. He ask9 no consent, he renders 
no account, he wields at will the popu- 
lation and resources of a mighty em- 
pire, and its dependent states. His 
successes are magnified with enthusi- 
asm, his failures silently passed over. 
And against this unity of counsel and 
this liberty of action, we have to con- 
tend under the disadvantages of amix- 
ed and cbmplicated government: Dis- 
advantages in this respect they arc, 
though happily an d gloriously redeem- 
ed and compensated by the great and 
manifold blessings of a constitution 
unequalled by any other system of hu- 
man policy in the history of the world ! 
Secresy of design, celerity of execu- 
tion, a boldness of adventure arising 
from fearlessness of responsibility for 
ill success, are the qualities the most 
useful for the vigorous prosecution of 
military operations. They are ad- 
vantages which our despotic adversary 
enjoys in thesmost eminent degree. 
They are' tltose which a frjee go- 
vernment necessarily -wants. I doubt 
whether it be politic to aggravate 
'the inequality of such a contest, by a 
severity of scrutiny, and a hartlness 
of animadversion upon failure, which 
)by making responsibility too heavy 
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to*bc borne, has a tendency to make 
all enterprizes too hazardous to be at- 
tempted.” 

Mr Whitbread replied to Mr Can- 
ning, beginning b /a. vehement attack 
upon him individually for those mi- 
nisterial disputes, upon which Mr 
Canning had so properly maintained 
silence in that house. Then procecd- 
r ' ing fco the military details, he strayed 
into a strain of irony in commenting 
upon General Craufurd’s account of 
the campaign as it ought to have 
been . “I have indeed wondered, sir,” 
said Mr Whitbread, " how your vi- 
gour was able to stand it, though my 
surprise is much f abated, when I con- 
sider the exertions whidi you are ever 
ready to make for the general inte- 
rest. I really, however, had sunk 
into a slight oblivion during some of 
the sieges ; though, in truth, few of 
them took much time. And, when 
I awakened to resume my services, 
happening to ask from a friend near 
me, how far vve had got— Oh,” 
said he, " our general says , 1 by God, 
lie has just taken Bergen-op-Zoom.” 
This oath, I hope, never will ri re 
in judgement against the gallant offi- 
cer, but be forgotten by the gene- 
rosity of the angel alluded to by that 
interesting writer, whose picturesfrom 
nature the gallant officer's speech is 
strikingly calculated to call to one’s 
recollection. That gallant officer, 
however, might, like Mr Shandy, be 
anxious to moifnt his hobby horse 
upon military tactics. The siege of 
Bergen -op -Zoom might be as fami- 
*iiar to^his imagination us that of Na- 
mur was to Mr Shandy ; but neither 
he nor his friends, the ministers, were 
fit to cope with. Mr Sfiandy. Mi* 
Shai.dy had plans of all the towns he 
had t.o invest, but neither the gallar.t 
officer nor his friends had a singly 


Mr WhM)read was in the vein of 
satire, and tttfc next person upon whom 
he indulged ittim Sir William Cur*, 
tis. u The expedition,” he said, " wa§ 
so completely fitte^out, that even 
the city staff. was .gtftfect. The good 
city of Lon don^^s represented by 
the jolliest of her aldewnerff To hTrti 
Lord Chatham paid thfc most mark- 
ed attention. Hfe went to Deal. He 
was the last perepn he saw. Oh ! how 
tenderly affecting was the interview 1 
The llect sailt'4 — how sad was the 
parting ! The noble lord stood on 
the shore saluting the jolly alderman, 
and catching his last sigh — when the 
worthy baronet, in the words of the 
ballad, 

■■ — — “ Waved his lily hand. 

And bade his noble friend adieu.** 

But at last the envious winds inter- 
fered — the Phoenix spread her wings, 
and wafted the turtles and the aider- 
man to the destined port. Last night 
I looked about for him/ when an al- 
lusion was made to the expence at 
which, the city estimated the expe- 
dition. The jolly baronet was away, 
but another kissed rod. Tf 1c is 
also a baronet, but that is not suin- 
cient to describe him, there are so 
many of them ; he may be known, 
however ; his face is less round and 
less ruddy than the other. There 
were no less than three of them there 
huddled togethoron the same bench— 
th**ce baronets, all elevated* for un- 
heard-of services.” * 

Then passing to Lord Castle- 
reagh; "it seemed,” he said, "the 
noble lord would call over the French 
emperor to bear testimony to the po- 
licy of his arrangements ; — that call, 
however, would now be answered ac- 
cording to the old adage, * that he 
was married, and could not come.’ 
And may that marrjage,” continued 

12. ; 
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' Mr Whitbread, u be pgifductive of 
general felicity, Hay learning to that 
peace which France has so often at- 
tempted, in vaio, to establish with 
this country.” Mr Whitbread stands 
Jiigh. among thos^pensons who call 
sthemselvqs the friends of freedom. ; — 
are their* notions’. of general felicity 
cpmpatible with the universal domi- 
nion of France upA the continent, 
the annihilation of tit 1 freedom of the 
press, the extinction of natioiAl inde- 
pendence, and an absolute military 
despotism ? • 

The orator admitted that he had 
not been very consistent, in mingling 
matter of mirth with such a subject, 
4t he was now come to pure unmixed 
tragedy,— the prodigality of human 
life, and the wanton extravagance of 
human happiness, — the cruelty of 
sending men to such a climate at such 
a season, and the aggravated inhuma- 
nity of detaining them there so long: 
that additional guilt he attributed 
chiefly to Mr Canning, for he it was 
who, by throwing the apple of dis- 
cord among his colleagues, produced 
confusion in their councils, which un- 
.fitted them toY some time for almost 
any measure of government. More, 
much more, might be said ; but, ex- 
hausted as he and the house equally 
were, he would conclude by demand- 
ing their unanimous decision. The 
nation demanded their decision ; the 
wreck of ourfrbrave army demanded 
it ; the martyred thousands whbtn 
they had le t ft to rot in Walchcreivde- 
njanded it. There is, indeed, from 
the centre to the circumference of the 
entpire, one united, universal, heart- 
rending cry for justice* Give it then 
to the supplications of the people ! 
give it to the sorrows of the army ! 
give it as the last consolation to the 
widows .and orphans of the dead I 


give it as a pledge of the honour and 
integrity of the living ! To the peo- 
le of England, and to the cause of 
umarfSty, the pu/iishment of those 
who hav« created sufch enormous evil 
is a necessary act of duty. The me- 
mory ;f the dead, and the honour of 
the army, call for vengeance upon the 
authors of this expedition, and I trust 
in God thatithe house will attend to 
t*he flail.” 

This terminated the third night’s 
debate. On the fourth, Sir Francis 
Burdett spoke. “ Was 
there no punishment,” he Match 31* 
asked, u for those ^who 
Sent out this expedition ? The mini- 
sters stood as criminals before the 
house, and not only the ministers, but 
the general and admiral ought to be 
punished for having undertaken to 
conduct an expedition, in a state of 
complete ignorance as to the mode 
in which the duty could he perform- 
ed. Nothing less than the impeach- 
ment of*the one, and a court-martial 
on the others, could, or ought to sa- 
tisfy the country. In all their pro- 
ceedings there was a maikcd^disre- 
gard for their country, and a cauti- 
ous concern merely for their own in- 
terests. From beginning to the end 
they were all the same ; all ignorant, 
presumptuous, and imbecile. As lo 
the commander-in-chief, the result of 
the inspection of the papers on the 
table was mereIy"\yonder how any, 
man, with the feelings of a gentleman, 
could act as he did ; how any man 
possessed *>f sfich conscious and con^ 
victcd imbecility, cpuld retain 4 his si- 
tuation. Lord Castfcrcagh was very 
anxious to separate, the question of 
the medical board, from that the 
merits of the expedition. He betray- 
ed, indeed, through all his speech a 
callous insensibility to the miseries 
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he had caused, truly Shocking 5 he office wasfrnot the only thing to he 
sported with the deaths which he had done for tl\salvatk)n of the country, 
occasioned, and even presumed to per- Without a change of systemr^with- 
suade the country that its rcalami- out reverting to the t principles of the 
ties were honours*] One wpuld have constitution, with tlyrdecline of whipE 
thought that he who came down with the country n0 perma- 

the deaths of thousands on his head, nent good couldfbecxpebtcd. If we 
would* have expressed some s Arrow wished to be rescued* frdSp our pY€~ 
for the bloody consequence of his own sent perilous situation, (ve must have 
folly and incompetence* But no ! he refeym — reform /which would revive 
dared even to compare himself to and re-establish fie ancient fundamen- 
Chatham. Nelson, St Vincent, and tal pripciples of our constitution. Un- 
those brave heroes who had directed less this was obtained, neither himself 
our arms, under better and happier nor the country would be satisfied, 
auspices, and to constant and impe- From the folly of not demanding this 
1 ishable glory. I was amazed, * ex- arose all our calamities. From it 
claimed Sir Francis, i( how he dared arose this expedition — this child of 
to mention the names of those great corruption, expiring by its own in- 
men on such an occasion. Why, this herent imbecility. All their calami- 
dreadful expedition has cost the coun- ties, all their disgraces, were derived 
try, on a serious calculation from the from the want ofa fair and equal re- 
return s on the table, which, however, presentation. To that, and that alone, 
were far below the mark, three times the people ought to look ; ii would be 
as many lives as all the glorious naval folly to expect relief from any other 
victories which wc have gained since cause. If this was ofitainea, they 
the commencement of the w&r, inclu- would no longer see ministerial weak- 
ding Trafalgar ! And yet of all this ness working on abandonee) prostitu- 
thc noble lord spoke with a tranquil- tion. .This was their on)y>av£nue of 
lity, with respect to which I want escape from ruin, imminent ruin. Fot 
language to express the feelings of liimself, he eared notrtfthat rum Vai 
my mind ! When every indignant sen- to come, whether it came in the shape 
timent of patriotism was roused by of a rotten borough, or an open iron . 
tHe contemplation of these calami- despotism. In looking at this eme- 
tics, his lordship spoke of disease, dition through all its parts, one could 
death, and destruction, as familiarly hardly speak of it with the necessary 
as girls of thirteen would talk of moderation. If in private life, fie 
jpuppy dogs ! c * saw, the catastrophe ofivhep so brave, 

“ He should now,” he pursued, so 'patient, so martyred, he cduld call 
“ »ost heartily support the resolu- it nothing else than cool, deliberate, 
tions proposed by Lotd Porchester, atrocious murder. Thoug’h ministers 
though he thought they should have within tvvelve hours’ sail of Walcher- 
gone farther, * The ministers ought cn might have had every information, 
to be called to an account very diffe- they would not deign to seek it, but 
rent from a mere censure of that* senttbeir soldiers unheedingly to tbeir 
housP, and the officers ought to be grave. They now called for venge- 
tried by ^courts martial. But the re- ance—* the honour of the house was 
moval of th$ present ministers from- pledged to give.it ; and, for himself, 
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Vhe would say nothing buwistant im- 
peachment and dburt martial should 
satisfy the nation for the cruel effu- 
" -®ion of their arffty**? blood.” 

Sir Francis hftqlspoken of the ener- 
^ .gies of Greece am9>Rotne/ which, he 
\$ayd# wer^o* be accounted for by the 
free natur theiir institutions. Mr 
Bathurst reminded him, that those 
energies were first impaired by# the 
exertions of factious Jbaders of the po- 
■ jftilace, who, having destroyed the 
aristocracy, ultimattly established a 
military despotism. Upon the ques- 
, tion before the house, Mr Bathurst 
said, he did think that house would 
abdicate all its functions, if, disre- 
garding the general voice of the coun- 
try, it could be warped by any consi- 
deration from giving to this calami- 
tous expedition its appropriate cha- 
racter#' aft tf from pronouncing its cen- 
sure upon the conduct of those who 
advised it. Mr Perceval concluded 
the dcfence^of ministers ; the policy 
of undertaking the expedition had al- 
ready been explained at length, so 
also nad the plan of operations ; he 
the^fcfre chiefly confined himself to 
•Abat set of resolutions which condemn- 
ed them for having, after the great 
objject of the expedition was abandon- 
ed, left a large proportion of the ar- 
my to the imminent danger of attack 
from the enemy, and exposed, during 
r more than three months, to the fatal 
ravage^ of arJfease* li Upon this»part 
of the case,” Mr Perceval aaid, u irfore 
feeling had very naturally been exci- 
ted than upon any other. No man 
could speak of it,* no man could think 
of it Without the deepest regret. He 
could not, however, suppose, that they 
who declaimed loudest upon this me- 
lancholy subject, really felt more up- 
on it than his majesty’s ministers. 
Eveft party opposition could hardly 


be carried to such a length, as to in- 
duce any man to believe that the feel- 
ings of regret on one side of the house 
were more acute jthan they were on 
the othe/. But it was one thing to 
regret the loss of Jives, and another 
to maintain that tha{ loss was owing 
to afly misconduct of ministers*. Now 
he would most confidently contend, 
that when tl\e ulterior object had fail- 
ed, that very circumstance made it of 
infinitely greater importance to retain 
Flushing ; if Antwerp had been ta- 
ken, our security would have been 
effected ; but having left such great 
naval means in the hands of the ene- 
my, the possession of Walchercn be- 
came doubly Valuable. The question 
was, whether Walcheren being in our 
possession, an island which had been 
the object of pursuit to so many go- 
vernments, ministers would have been 
justified in giving it up, without taking 
every means of ascertaining whether 
it was possible to retain it : nothing, 
indeed, 'but an absolute conviction in 
his mind, that it was impossible to do 
this without a greater expence of 
men and money than seemed to be 
within the means of this country! would 
have induced him to give it up. 

41 The customs of Antwerp in J 806' 
were one third more than those of hll 
the other ports of France put toge- 
ther ; ministers knew this, and knew 
also, that if they retained Walcheren 
the enemy would* qpt only be depri- 
ved of that revenue, but of all the 
trade from which it proceeded. This, 
though a.smifll object compared with 
the importance of Antwerp as a naval 
station, certainly w its one to be con- 
sidered. ^fr Pitt, Lord Sidmouth, 
and Lord Grenville, each in his seve- 
ral adminietratibn, had turned 1 ' their 
thoughts toward Walcheren,. and the 
planftfcd always been abandoned# not 
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because the island was jihhcalthy, but 
because a sufficient disposable force 
could not be spared for the purpose 
of attacking it. To these high and 
concurrent authorities, those of Nel- 
son, of Earl St Vincent, and of al- 
most every naval officer, might be 
added. 4 The house had before them 
a letter of Sir R. Strachan’s, pointing 
1 out the importance of Walcheren, and 
pressing ministers in the strongest 
manner not to give it up till he had 
an opportunity of conversing with 
them upon the subject ; lie had stated 
that the place was tenable, and that 
a plan for its complete defence was 
drawing up : but' when, in a later re- 
port, that officer communicated his 
opinion, that in consequence of the 
peace with< Austria the enemy would 
be enabled to bring such a force against 
Walcheren, as it would not be m the 
power of this country, with any rea- 
sonable proportion of its means, to 
withstand ; then they determined to 
evacuate the island. Had it been found 
expedient to retain it, means might 
and would have been taken to secure 
the health of the troops. With our 
naval means, a considerable part of 
the garrison might have passed a part 
of the year on the coast of Kent, and 
recourse would have been had to float- 
ing barracks ; for it was to be obser- 
ved that the sailors were not affected 
with the sickness. There was, there- 
fore, no reason to apprehend that any 
fcroops would have? been destroyed by 
the retention of the island. And he 
would ask of the candour of his op- 
ponents, if the evacuatioivof Walche- 
ren was a thing yvhich could be car- 
ried iqtQ execution as soon as it had 
been^olvr d upon, — if it w&s, or could 
be mai?; the operation of a day ? Sup- 
posing it had been determined upon, 
were .not the means to be considered 
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by which iU was to be carried into ef- 
feet \ WouUuthe precipitate abandon- 
ment of the island have been the best 
way to secure that object? or, in order... 
to secure the safe andrtranquil re-em- 
barkation ojf tjie sip^was it not neces- 
sary that the healthy troops should,.' 
be in undisputed possession of the 
island ? or would it hav/been a more 
sumpiary way tdfcave called off the 
healthy troops ay'once, and abandon- 
ed the sick to their fate ? Well, then % 
it is admitted, that we should first 
have brought home the sick; and now 
let those gentlemen, who have been 
so fine in their random flights at spe- 
culative censure, come down for a 
moment to the simple sobriety of 
fact. The navy could not bring home 
our sick ; transports must of course 
have been employed in that melan- 
choly service; therneans of tonnage to 
convey them allhoineatoncCcould hot 
be commanded ; after the transports 
arrived, they necessarily underwent the 
process of fumigation, and then re- 
turned for the remainder ; and after 
the sick had been brought home, and 
not before then, the evacuation byjjh'e 
healthy part of the troop? commence^ 
This was sufficient to shew that it 
was not possible to evacuate Walche- 
ren at the time when it might haVe 
been thought expedient to do it. 

“One argument more remained, 
still more conclusive to this point. 
On tfyc 10th of October^overnment 
received intelligence, to their mind* 
satisfactory, that hostilities weh: on 
the eve of recommencing * between 
Austria and France. Now, suppose 
that,’ after having received this intel- 
ligence, they had nevertheless deter- 
mined upon the abandonment of Wal- 
cheren, and that hostilities upon the 
continent had actually recommenced, 
how- easy was it tp anticipate the tor- 
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' rents of invective which 5vould have 
been poured up#m theifi for giving 
up, at such a time, a conquest so 
^ dearly bought and so critically im- 
portant ? YV^s’it a rash supposition 
to imagine, thaN^pstiliticjs would re- 
* commence ? Was tnere nothing in the 
"Waverinjfxnd uneasy alternations that 
preceded tfce treaty of Vienna, to 
countenance the bllief that another 
battle might be foijght for the fiber- 
-ties of the continent ? A nek in that 
case, would not Wajchercn have been, 
in our hands, a most important means 
of annoyance * At that time, too, the 
sickness was daily abating : that dis- 
temper uniformly abates in October, 
and terminates in November. Here, 
then, the evil was momentarily de- 
creasing, while the advantages rea- 
sonably to be expected rose with the 
crisis itself, ffhe opponents of mi- 
nistry would have an expedition sub- 
ject, to no chances, and secure of in- 
termediate. as well as ultimate suc- 
cess,-— then* theory was more perfect 
than' their practice. I will detain the 
house,** said Mr Perceval, “np longer, 
weary as their attention is, and ex- 
hausted as is the subject. I have reluc- 
tantly endeavoured to drag them along 
with me through a length of detail 
which lent me no aid, and to which 
my humble efforts could impart no 
interest. It remains only to state, 
that it was my anxious wish, as well 
as that o£*my colleagues, to retain 
Walchercn, if that intention hadJjeen 
practicable, and that our greatest re- 
g gret is, *that it was not possible to 
retain a conquest which, ‘if retained, 
Would have proved invaluable.’* 

The question now, after four nights 
debate, was put to the vote. 227 mem-* 
bers voted for Lord Porchester’s re- 
solutions* 275 against them. The 
hquse^then divided upon an amend- 
ment of General Craufurd*9, purport- 
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ing, that tht>ygh the house consider- 
ed with regret the lives which had 
been lost, it was of opinion that bis 
majesty’s ministers had proceeded 
upon good grounds in undertaking 
the expedition. 232 members voted 
against this, and it was carried by 
272v The second tfet of resplutions 
was then put to the vote ; and Lord 
Porchester’s censure upon ministers • 
•for Relaying the evacuation, was ne- 
gatived by 275 against 22 k A coun- 
ter resolution, approving them for re- 
taining the island as long as they had 
done, was moved by General Crau- 
furd, andthe numbers were 255 to 232, 
leaving ministers It majority of 23. 
This was their smallest majority ; their 
largest was 51, which was in fact up- 
on the same question ; bi*t before the 
final division many of the ministerial 
side had left the house, conceiving the 
business sufficiently determined, and 
worn out by the length of the de- 
bate, for the house did not adjourn 
till half past seven in the morning. 

The reasons which the ministry as- 
signed for not haying evacuated Wal- 
cheren sooner, were completely satis- 
factory. Upon the policy of under- 
taking the expedition, more was said 
than their opponents had anticipated ; 
the importance of the naval station 
which had been attacked was made 
apparent ; it was shewn that three 
successive administrations had each 
meditated an attempt upon that sta- 
tion, and that suth an attempt ha!) 
also been contemplated by Nelson. The 
effect whichpthe discussion produced 
upon g&at«part of the country w*s 
expressed by Mi* \yilber force, when 
he said, that a great deal 
of strong*and just reason- May 9. 
ing had becn«udduccd on 
both sides, and that on the whole it 
was a question with regard to which 
impartial men might differ. 
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The opinion of Nelsop upon such chosen, and. the choice of the com* - 
a subject was deservedly considered mander was^f possible, still more in- * 
as of the greatest weight.; but what defensible, from his vice of notorious 
was it in reality that Nelson had pro- and incorrigible sloth. Under, a man 
jected ?— an attack; upon Flushiug, of soldierdike habits kpd activity, the 
which he said, wtovld be a *<» week's expedition might, easily have succeed- 
expedition for 4* or 5000 troops. The ed, and in"f£et ^sfould hardly have 
possession of Flushing would lyive failed of success, had the fiffa opera- 
effected' all that was desirable ; that tion been effected,^-tha^of landing 
^Station in our power, it would have upon Cadsand \ tfo failure there drew 
mattered not what might have been, after It all the otBer evils. But had 
the number of ships which would then the expedition succeeded in all it% 
have lain rotting in the Scheldt. And parts, still it would, at such a time* 
if the conquest had been made at a h^ve been a miserably misdirection of 
fit season, we should have been left such an armament. It was affirmed, 
with unexhausted forces to maintain that we could not have supported an 
it; for to take a^jd to hold is the army farther livm our own shores, be- 
only principle upon which any state cause foreign com could not at that 
should ever attempt conquest. The time be procured ; — a strange argu- 
ill effects of the climate, had they ment, which the opposition seem to 
been duly foreseen, might have been have considered as valid, for they made 
counteracted by proper precautions, no reply to it. But, without refer- 
and perhaps even the causes of the ring to the manner in which the 
evil materially diminished by cover- French make war, what is to prevent 
ing as many of the drains as possible, us from giving our own money cur- 
and keeping those clean which were rency wherever our armies go, by 
left open. The greater part of the martial law, if foreign coin is. not to 
troops would have been effectually be procured, or only at a loss The 
secured by being hutted ou the sand paramount object at that time should 
hills an£ kept in floating barracks, have been Spain, It is true, that a 
and means might have been devised larger army could not have been em*' 
for lessening the danger to those whom ployed under Sir A. Wellesley, be- 
it would have been necessary to keep cause that which he had was not sup- 
in tli £ town. Generous diet, with the plied ; but there was another and even 
free use of tobacco and of spices, would a more important scene of operations 
have served as antidotes to the cli- in Catalonia. Barcelona might have 
mate; the risk would have,been greatly fallen, Gerona have beeitfUved, and 
aljeviated by quartering them in the Zaragoza recovered forthc Spaniards, 
upper stories; and if men for the ser- If, however, it had been thought 
vice had been selected, vjho were na- better to turn our views to the north, 
tives of the fen countries, jhey would and the circumstances of Prussia, as 
have found themselves , in an atmos- Mr Canning so ably argued, render- 
phere not very different from their ed it unfit to land in Germany, one 
own. ^ object, and only one, offered itself, 

Th^se things had manifestly never which would have been commensu- 
heen considered ; the season was ill ratetothemeansemployed.Weshould 

* Clarke apd M‘ Arthur's Life of Nelson, vul, ii, p. 23 d. 
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'■hate once njore, ikct now -Jx th a jus- 
ticc which could giever be disputed, 
have, attacked the Danish capital, 
jplanted the English flag at Copenha- 
gen, established h viceroy there, in- 
corporated Zealan^with the British 
‘empire, and admittnl the inhabitants 
to St full pjraricipation of all the rights 
and privilegeVof British subjects. 

’ « If we pay a proper regard to 
truth,” says Polybius, “ we shall Tind 
i* ^necessary, not only to condemn our 
friends on some occasions and com- 
mend our enemies, \>ut also to com> 
mend and condemn the same persons, 
as different circumstances may re- 
quire ; for, as it is not to be imagined 
that those who are engaged in great 
affairs should always be pursuing false 
or mistaken measures, so neither is it 
probable that their conduct can at all 
timesbeexeixmt from error. ” The mo- 
dem spirit at party, not having that 
regard to truth of which the historian 
speaks, either sees things falsely, or, if 
it sees thenf aright, wrests the conse- 
quences to its own perverse purposes. 
The opposition argued truly, when 
they maintained that the expedition to 
thfficheldt was impolitic and disgrace- 
ful ; but the conclusion upon which 
they insisted was, that therefore the 
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ministry ought to be displaced, and 
they themselves be appointed to sue-* 
ceed them ; and they who agreed with 
them most entirely in the first part of 
their proposition, would have regard- 
ed the se&rnd as a worse evil than the 
expedition itself. The temper and 
the views with which this party call, 
ed for a vote of censure, were expo- 
sed by Mr Stephen in a singularly fe- 
licitous allusion. " The public,” he 
said, u were fed to expect a redress 
of grievances, and punishment of de- 
linquents ; but the gentlemen outhc op- 
position bench had the more substan- 
tial game in view of obtaining pos- 
session of the government ; and this 
was the true cause of their impatience. 
They reminded him of . the squire of 
the valourous knight of I41 Mancha. 
The knight, like the people of Eng- 
land in this case, was intent on gene- 
rous purposes, though with mistaken 
views ; but Sancho had always his 
eye to the main chance ; and as soon 
as an adventure was atchieved by his 
master, he conceived, like these right 
honourable gentlemen, that his own 
end was attained ; and said, * I do be- 
seech you, sir, give me immediately 
that same government.” 
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CHAP. III. 

Sir Francis Burdctt's Motion for rrleasinj* John Gal^ Jones* — His Letter 
to his Constituents , Committal to the Tower , and \ consequent Proceed - 


tugs. 

The decision of the house upon the 
Walcheren expedition was so utterly 
discordant with the opinion of the 
public, that it would probably have 
excited a feeling throughout the coun- 
try little less violent than that which 
had manifested itself during the in- 
quiry of the preceding year ; but 
the attention and the passions of the 
people had been effectually diverted 
by circumstances which, during the 
progress ol the business, had grown 
out of the commitment of Gale Jones. 
On the 12th of March, Sir Francis 
Burdett moved that Jones should be 
discharged. “ He lamented exceed- 
ingly,” he said, “that, in consequence 
otindisposition, he haji not been pre- 
sent at the time the resolution for com- 
mitting John Gale Jones to Newgate 
was passed, conceiving as he did that 
the house possessed no such privilege, 
a&;d that no such privilege could legal- 
ly or constitutionally exist. The Taw 
of the land was the standard by which 
th° privileges of every individual, and 
of every body of individuals, in this 
country were to be' measured ; but 
he maintained, that the imp« isonment 
of Jok pale Jones wa? an infringe- 
ment pf the law. of the land, and a , 
subversion of the .principles of he 
constitution. The question was, if 


the House of Commons had a right 
to imprison a person, not a member 
of that house, for an offence punish- 
able by the ordinary course of law ? 
This question involved the consider- 
ation of two distinct qualities,--pri- 
vilcge and power. The one, privi- 
lege, the house possessed for its own 
protection ; the other, power* was a 
right to be exercised over others. 
Privilege they were to exercise to 
prevent the crown from molesting 
them in their proceedings ; they were . 
to use it as a shield for themsejVes ; 
but they were not to allow it Vo 
change it> character, to be converted"'*' 
into power, and to use it for the de- 
struction of others. 0 

Sir Francis then entered into an 
historical argument, shewing how this 
privilege, according to his view of . 
the subject, had arisen. By the 
exergise of that privilege, in the pre- 
sent case, 0 he affirmed, “ the com- 
mon law, Magna Charta, and trial by 
jury had been violated. Mr Jones' 
was imprisoned for an act, the illega- 
lity of which had not been proved, 

*he facts not ascertained, nor the law 
determined. And what was there to 
prevent Mr Yorke from preferring a 
bill .of indictment, according to law/" 
against him; in which, case, if.th^y 
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^could suppose thi any tvjfive lawful 
men in England tould fmd a verdict 
of guilty, then would he be punished 
v^twice for the same offence. If, on 
the other hand, a # verdict of acquittal 
^jwerc returned, then wquld he have 
■ been sentenced tb undergo the most 
severe puni^rnenf short of death, that 
of indefinite imprisonment, by an or- 
der of the House o$ Commons, , for 
having done an act tfot proved to be 
crime. It was a doctrine^ clearly 
laid down by Lorc^ Coke, that no 
man could be fintd, or confined, hub- 
by a Court of Record ; no court but 
that in which forty shillings damages 
might be given could be a Court of 
Record the, necessary conclusion 
was, that the power of fine and im- 
prisonment was not in that house. 
No right to fine was assumed. Why 
then was the greater power retained, 
when the smaller one was admitted 
to be illegal ? The warrant of com- 
mittal, tooyhe contended, was ille- 
gal in all its parts, but eminently 
so in its conclusion. A legal war- 
rant must conclude with the .words, 

* till the party be delivered by due 
^Spurse of law V this warrant ended 
with the words, ‘ during the pleasure 
of the house,* The house, by such 
a proceeding as it had resorted to, 
involved the assumption of the judi- 
cial, executive, and legislative powers, 
•which was in the very teeth of the 
latf^ In thf^ue administration cjf the 
law it was wisely provided, that*the 
same men shall not take two steps 
fpgether ; one set find the bill, an- 
other decide on the fact, another the 
l£w ; but that house, which admini- 
sters no oath, which squares itself by 
no form, which makes no previous * 
examination of the fact, jumps at once 
upon its dangerous and most alarm- 
ing* Conclusion, and finds tohe accused 
And far what t for their pri* . 


vilege. The* privilege talked of re- 
sembled the bye laws of a corpora- 
tion, sufficient to bind themselves* 
but which could not overturn the 
law of the land. T?his was to shew 
the hou& to be as great as kings, 
lords, and commons. It was, besides, 
an encroachment on ‘the prerogative 
of the crown, whose privilege it was 
to see that no unlawful restraint was 
laid the liberty of the subject.” 
Sir Francis concluded iu these words : 
" Sir Fletcher Norton has said, that 
he would pay no more attention to a 
resolution of the House of Commons 
than to that of a set of drunken por- 
ters iu an alehousd* The observa- 
tion was coarse, but it was just. If 
gentlemen, therefore, are of opinion 
that a resolution of this hotisc is equal 
to that of all the branches of the con- 
stitution, they will then reject my 
proposition ; but if, with me, they 
think that they cannot overturn the 
law of the land, and the acts of par- 
liament* solemnly passed, by any as- 
sumed power exercised by that house 
alone, they will agree with me that 
John Gale Jones must be discharged.” 

Upon this Mr Williams Wyiin said, 
u that if a motion had been brought 
forward for the liberation of John 
Gale Jone9, upon the ground of his 
contrition for the offence which lie 
had confessed at the bar, he should 
not have objected to it ; but the pro- 
posal of that liberation had been so 
interwoven with other topics, that ht?* 
really knew not how to proceed.” 
Then taking^ up the historical argu- 
ment which *Sir Francis hadproJtfi' 
ced, he shewed Hhr that there were 
cases on record of the assertion of this 
right as early as the reign of Henry . 
VIII. ** It w<srS indeed true, tBSfno 
instance of committal for a libel was 
to be met with prior to the reign of 
Elizabeth ; but the fact was, that in 
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the times immediately fiJccceding the “ That hoysc,” he^said, “ was coin* 
invention of printing, there was no petent, by fts own (authority, to pu? 
liberty of the press. The right of liish any contempt or interruption of 
printing, and the liberty of public*' its proceedings $ buf he depied that 
tion, were so CQidpletely under the a libel and a contempt of court were 
restrictions of the Star Chamber, and tantamount.” . TW' attorney. general 
so liable to be limited by the king's and solicitor-gerferal delivered their 
proclamation, that there was no 'pro- opinions decidedly for privilege, 
□ability of any libel appearing against The discussion led necessarily to much 
# that house. The same reasons which historical and l^al argument, and 
justified a court of law in punishing many cases werefcited ; but Mr She- 
any contempt or interruption of its ridan said “ he wished to draw thtT 
proceedings, justified the privilege attention of the house to one simple 
which the house had exercised in the and obvious one,-— the case of Mr 
case before them. Any offence to a John Gal? Jones, The abstract ar- 
court of law was deemed not only gument of Sir Francis's speech had 
personal to the individual immediately nothing to do with his actual libera- 
presiding, but to the whole tribunal tion, and why should he be sacrificed 
of justice, or (according to the older to a theory with which he had no 
language of the law) to the king's concern ? why should he fall an un- 
person, which was considered as per- willing martyr to doctrines which, he 
petually present there. So in this never propagated, and perhaps hever 
case, the libel was not treated so much entertained? — It had been asserted, 
as an offence to the member attacked, that a prosecution by the attorney- 
as to the whole house. He wished general would have beeix preferable 
Sir Francis had waited till the dis- to the course which had beep taken 
charge of Mr Jones from prison be- in this case. This was a priitetice*to 
fore he had brought on a question which he could never give his sanc- 
which was now moved in parliament tion. The house never could' delegate 
for the* first time : in the present the maintenance of its privileges into* 
mode of proceeding there was this - any other hands than its own, with- 
inconsistency, that the motion had out a degradation of its dignity, and 
nothing whatever to do with the a dereliction of its duty. He well 
speechby which it had been prefaced, knew the consequence of confiding 
Even now he wished that Sir Francis such a trust to an attorney-general : 
would propose a declaratory resol u- it had been done in the case of Mr 
tion on which to found his present Reeves, and the author (Sr wh^t had 
{notion, though he,* for one, must vote been* unanimously condemned in the 
against such a resolution, as tend- house, as a gross and scandalous libel, 
ing to deprive the hou& of what it waaaequitted in the court below/' Mn 
HBd enjoyed for above thtee Hundred Sheridan then considered' the parti- 
years,— that of guarding its dignity cular case which was before the houSe. 
against libels.” ' u While he differed,” he Said, « froifc 

I^ord A., Hamilton and Mr Creevy the doctrine of Sir Francis, that that 
both lieclared that jtlfey could not house had bo right to commit, any 
concur the opinion of Sir Fr?n- person but one of its members, 
cis. The proper distinction seems to could not, on the other hand, ^ agree 
have been maae by Lord Folkestone, with Mr Yarke in his applic^Vnrtf 
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y'- tlie Bill of Right|, where/t directs examination If their grievances. He 
that no proceeding in that assembly well remembered that much mischief 
. should be questioned in any court or was apprehended ; but the minister, 
c .place out of doors. Was this meant seeing his mistake, restored the usual 
to bar all public discussion ? all con- opportunity of communication be- 
sideration of politics out of parlia- tween the people arid their represen- 
" mcnt ? Unless it rnfanf this, it could tatives, and thus the danger was dis- 
m&ui nothing ; and to shew how con- sipa^d by the restoration of that free- 
veniently thftqpriiTciple might be re- dom which was the most effectual foe 
laxed, it was sufficient to read the to danger. Therefore,” said Mr She- 
words of a requisition with whiclf Sir rjdan, « I see with pain every act of 
- William Curtis had Just been # served, hostility against the freedom of the 
requiring his attendance at a Court press. It is inconsistent with theiu- 
of Common Council to « consider of terest of the house, as well as with 
the prodigal and profligate expendi- the safety of the country. But in 
ture of the public money by the the case under consideration, their 
House of Commons, in the* late grant interest, their principles, and t*eir 
of an annuity of 20001. to Loa d Wei- pride should restrain them from en- 
lington.’ Now, if the Bill of Rights gaging in such conduct. There is 
were, to be so closely adhered to in something so silly, so small, so igno- 
evfty case, why was such a notice minious in the contest in which the 
as this made puhlic with impunity ? house is involved, that I cannot think 
What ! should the house thunder its of it without pain, and must there 
vengeance to batter down a poor de- fore feel anxious to rescue it from 
bating club, when it would not clave its warfare with the British Forum, 
to raise its’ arm against a wealthy Upon $his ground I move an ameud- 
corporation ? If the principle were ment, that John Gale Jones be dis- 
"tcTbe acted upon at all, common jus- charged, in consequence of the con- 
tice inquired that its extension should trition he has expressed and the time 
be general. Well then, — let there be he has been imprisoned.” % 
an end of all that give 3 our constitu- Mr Sheridan, when he moved this 
tion value, — repress all discussion, — amendment, asked of the speaker, 
prohibit all county meetings, — Silence whether this mode of applying for 
every controul over public men on the discharge of Jones, or his own 
the part of the peopl ^(#% d by that application by petition, was the re- 
act deprive paniamerSHp,the great gular course in such cases ? He was 
stimulus bywhich it is torfced to do told, that an application to the house 
its duty. That experiment had* Jjeen by petition would be more consonant. 
trie4 at the close of the American to the ordinary mode of proceeding. 
War.- L 6 rd North attempted to ex- Upon this gjound Mr Perceval called 
tlu 4 e the public from the House of upon the house to consider the con,- 
Commons ; he had the power, and sequences or such a precedent as they 
he exercised it for above a session and would establish, ir Mr Gale Jones 
half. What was the consequence ? — , should be* released, without having; 
Every county had its parliament, and according to the invariable Q puitiee r 
every village its delegates ; clubs as- of the house, previously sent m a pe- 
uemblecj, and societies Sprung up, for tition, acknowledging his offence, and 
kh discussion of their rights, ^nd the expressing hist contrition. At the 
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fcqmc time, he had noJiesftation in say- must have more dignity than any-' 
ing, that if the person in question other individual in .the kingdom. If 
should, according to the ordinary and strong powers were to be given any 
regular course, submit such a peti- where, lie should prefer giving them, 
tion, he would btitthe first to accede to the king. But as‘he had ever been 
to any proposition for hist enlarge- an enemy to the exercise of arbitrary 
ment. Mr Williams Wynn said, he power in any quarter, her must oppose" 
should vote for, the amendment, be- what he looked upon ap an usurpa- 
cause fie thought the punishment had tion of an unconstitutional and arbi- 
< already been sufficient for the offence, trary power on the part of that house.” 
Mr Whitbread was of the same^opi- Mr Sheridan’s amendment was then 
nion ; the right of the house to com- negatived without a division, and only 
mit persons in such cases he did not fourteen persons were found to vote 
question ; but he added, that the for the original motion against 153 . 
house very seldom got well out of A few days after this debate. Sir 
such proceedings. Sir Francis, in Francis printed his speech in an cn- 
reply to all which he had heard, re- larged form, and containing more of- 
peated and enforced his former argu- fensive language than he had used in 
ments. “ He never,” he said, “ had the house ; he published it in Cob- 
asserted, or could think of asserting, bet’s Weekly Register, and introdu- 
that the house had not the power, in ced it with a letter to his constituents, 
the exercise of its constitutional func- « The House of Commons” he said 
tions, to remove nuisances, that is, in this letter, “ having passed a vote, 
obstructions to judgement, a power which amounts to a declaration, that 
which every magistrate possessed, an order of theirs is to be of more 
That which throws obstructions in the weight than Magna Charta and the 
way of the proceedings of any court, laws of the land, I think it my duty 
is a contempt of that court ; there- to lay my sentiments thereon before 
fore the privilege of the court, in such my constituents, whose character as' 
instances, was the right of removing freemen, and even whose personal 
auch obstructions ; but how were the safety, depend, in so great a degree^" 
proceedings of that house obstructed upon the decision of this question— 
byalibel?— The Lex Parliamenlaria a question of no less importance than 
was binding upon their own members, this : Whether our liberty be still to 
but not upon others. It did not give be secured by the Jaws of our fore- 
that house a power which is not pos- fathers, or be to lay at the absolute 
sessed by the sovereign, — the power mercy of a part of our^fellow-Bub- 
committing a person for an offence ject§, collected together by 'means 
cognizable by the legal tribunals. It which it is* not necessary for me to 
waslikewise a movSt material objection describe ? 

against this supposed right, that they « Should the principle, upon whicll 
could not proportion the punishment the gentlemen of the House of Com* 
to tbeoffence ; as’ an individual might mons have thought proper to act in 
by possibility be confined seven years, jbis instance, be once admitted, it i* 
‘CjmvsIy five minutes. Much had been impossible for any one to conjecture 
said o* th* dignity of that house; how soon he himself may be sum- 
but if digmty was to be measured c 'd moned from his dwelling, and be lmr- 
supporteqby punishment, Jack Ketch ried, without trial, and* withbut^fch 
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v .made against him! from the bosom of 
v his family, into tlfe clutches of a jail- 
or* It is, therefore, how the time to 
. resist the doctrine upon which Mr 
Jones has been sent to Newgate ; or, 
it is high time to cease all pretensions 
, to those liberties which* were acqui- 
red by our forefathers, after so many 
struggles' au&^o many sacrifices. 

“ We seek for, and we need seek for, 
nothing new ; we ask for na iftore 
than what our foitfathers ^insisted 
upon as their own ; we ask for no 
more than what tjiejfbcqueathed untq 
us ; we ask for no more than what 
they, in the testament which some 
of them had sealed, and which the 
rest of them were ready to seal, with 
their blood, expressly declared to be 
« the birthright of the peopleof Eng- 
land \ 9 namely, i the laws of Eng- 
land. 11 ' To these laws we have a right 
to look, with confidence, for securi- 
ty ; to these laws the individual now 
imprisoned has, through me, applied 
for redress in vain. Those, who have 
imprisoned him, have refused to listen 
” to" my voice. Your voice may come 
•withrqore force ; may command great- 
er respect; and I am not without 
hope, that it may prove irresistible, if 
it proclaim to this House of Com- 
mons, in the same tone as the tongues 
of our ancestors proclaimed to the 
kings of old, f Nolnmus leges Jlnglice 
mufare? or, in. our own more clear 
and not ies^orcible language ; 1 the 
laws of England shall not be changed/ 

“ The principle, fellow citizens, for 
which wt*are now contending, is the 
tame principle, for which the pebplc 
of England have contended from the 
earliest ages. It was this principle 
which was attacked by Charles the 
First, in the Pleasure ot ship money, 
when again the people of England 
ai\d an uncorrupted House of Com- 
jj&ms wed, the doijtest ; a contest 
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which ended* in the imprisonment, 
the trial, the condemnation, ‘and the 
execution of that ill-advised king. 
The sflf-same principle it was, that 
was so daringly violated by his son 
James the Second; and for which 
violation he was compelled to flee 
from the just indignation of t^e peo- 
ple, who not only stript him ot his 
crown, but who prevented that crown 
from descending to his family. If 
every one of you be liable, at anr 
time, to be sent to jail without trial, 
and without oath made against you, 
and there to be detained as long as it 
pleases the parties sending you there, 
(perhaps to the end of your life,) 
without any court to appeal to, with- 
out any means of redress ; if this be 
the case, shall we still boast of the 
laws and of the liberties of England l 
Volumes have been written by fo- 
reigners, as well as by our own coun- 
trymen, in praise of that part of our 
law, which, in so admirable a manner, 
provides for our personal safety against 
any attacks of men in power. This 
has been, in all ages, the pride of our 
country ; it is the maintenance of this 
principle which enabled us tc\ escape 
that bondage, in which all the states 
and kingdoms in Europe were en- 
thralled, by abandoning and yielding 
it up ; and, wc may be assured, that 
if we now abandon it, the bright days 
of England’s glory will set in the nigh 
of her disgrace. 

“ But, I woulafcin believe that such 
is not to be our fate. Our forefa- 
thers made stern grim-yisaged prero- 
gative hide nis head : they broke iij 
pieces his sharp ,and massy* sword. 
And shall we, theirsons, be afraid to 
enter the lists with undefined privi- 
lege, assuming the powers of 
tive? ' ' * - • 

“ I shall be told, perhaps;' thattlierc 
is not much danger of this power be* 
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ihg very frequently exercised. I do 
not suppose that the gentlemen of the 
House of Commons will send any one 
of you to jail when you do not dis- 
please them. Mr*Yorke did not move 
for the sending of Mr Jorifcs to jail, 
until Mr Jones displeased him ; but, 
it is not a very* great compliment to 
pay to auy constitution, to say, that 
it does nut permit a man to be impri- 
soned, unless he has done something 
to displease persons in poyver. At 
this moment, it is true, we see but one 
man actually in jail for having dis- 
pleased those gentlemen $ but the fate 
of this one man (as is the effect of all 
punishments) will deter others from 
expressing their opinions of the con- 
duct of those who have had the power 
to punish-him. And, moreover, it 
is in the nature of all power, and es- 
pecially of assumed and, undefined 
power, to increase as it advances in 
age ; and, as Magna Chart a and the 
law of the land have not been suffi- 
cient to protect Mr Jones, what se- 
curity have we, unless this power of 
imprisonment be given up, that we 
shall not see other men sent to jail for 
stating their opinion respecting rot- 
ten boroughs, respecting placemen 
and pensioners sitting in the house ; 
or, in short, for making any declara- 
tion, giving any opinion, stating any 
fact, betraying any feeling, whether 
by writing, by word of mouth, or by 
gesture, which may displease any of 
“ the gentlemen assembled in St Ste- 
phen's chapel ? 

« Then, again, as to the kind of pu- 
nishment ; why should* they stop at 
sending persons tfr jail ? If they can 
send whom they please to jail ; if they 
can keep the persons, so*'sent, in jail* 
aY'l&ig' ♦ as they please j if they can 
set thaw prisoners free at the end of 
the iirst hour, or keep them coufned 
for seven years ; if, !A short, their ab- 


solute will is to tpave the force of 
law, what securityvean you have that 
they will stop at imprisonment ? If 
they have the absolute power of im r 
prisoning and releasing, why may 
they not send their prisoners to York 
jail as well as tb a jail in London ? 
Why not confine men in solitary cells, 
or load them with chains and bolts ? 
Tljey have not gone these lengths 
yet ; •'but, wha£ is there to restrain 
them 

The speech itself, or argument, as 
>it was now entitled, contained, amid 
many legal and constitutional refer- 
ences, many passages in the same in- 
flammatory s*»-ain as the letter. Of 
the speaker's warrant k was said, 
“ Let this instrument— this thing sui 
generis — be contrasted .with the pro- 
perties of a lawful warrant.' -Does it 
not evidently appear, that this pieceof 
unsealed naper, signed by* the speak- 
er, by which an untried subject has 
been outlawed, bears no feature of le- 
gality ? And that from the commence- 
ment of this proceeding — in its j>ro r 
gress ?nd to its conclusion— there is 
not one step that has not been mark- 
ed in a peculiar manner with disre- 
spect for the laws — a disrespect in- 
which all the parts have been won- 
derfully consisted throughout,- in 
constituting the most unlawful act 
the mind of man can possibly con- 
ceive. 

itr Upon what grounder pretence,” 
said Sir Francis, in this argument, 
“ have the house assumed a power to 
punish ? Since they have taken upon 
themselves this power, it is fair to 
call upon them to shew how they 
came by it, and when they first claim 
ed it. The commencement of this 
usurpation was when they got rid of 
the upper house of parliament, and 
cut off the head! of the king- They 
still, it seems, are embcJdenejj^O'Te- 
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•tain an illegal poiver, not^pretended 
to even by the kilg, but which these 
local sovereigns over the king claim 
as of right. But no wonder, when 
they have so entirely departed from 
the ends of their institution — as was 
offered to be*protfed'by Mr Madocks, 
and acknowledged by themselves, in 
the never-to-r^forgotten morning of 
the 11th of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and nine ; when, from being 
the lower or inferior (for it is tbe same 
sense, one being an English, the other 
a Latin word,) branch of thelegisla-* 
ture, they have become the proprie- 
tors, by burgage tenure, of the whole 
representation ; and, in that capacity, 
inflated with their high-blown fanci- 
ful ideas of majesty, and tricked out 
in the trappings of royalty, think pri- 
vilege and protection beneath their 
dignity, assume the sword of prero- 
gative, and lord it equally over the 
king and the people. 

“ The Commons/* he concluded, 
u do not sit in that house for their dig- 
nity, but as servants of the people ; 
not to exercise prerogative and power 
over them, but to inspect and con- 
trol! the public accounts, to protect 
liberty and property ; to complain of 
exorbitances of power in any quar- 
ter j. and to maintain the laws of the 
land. They are the last persons who 
ought to set an example of encroach- 
ment. If they become destroyers of 
the liberties the people, in them 
oppression is combined with treach- 
ery; they destroy where they are 
bound to protect. One cauuot, with 
such impressions r one’s mind, help 
entertaining a fear, that the gentle- 
men of the House of Commons, may 
in time, unless they revert to the great 
principles of the constitution, be in 
danger of incurring the sentence of 
St R aul upon the insolent and tyran- 
inc»nTugfh priest, Ananias, who had 
vol. hi. taut i. 


commanded him to be stricken for 
opening his mouth in his own de- 
fence : — “ God shall smite thee, thou 
whiteckwall : For sittest thou to judge 
me after the law, and commandcst me 
to he smitten contrary to the law i M 
It % is apparent that a letter and 
an argument, couched in such* terms 
and so published, were intended as a 
defiance to the House of Commons.. 
Mr LethbriJgc, mem- 
ber for Somersetshire, March 27* 
complained of it to the 
house ; being induced, he said, to 
bring the matter forward, as an Eng- 
lishman, in defence of the privileges 
of parliament, and as the representa- 
tive of as independent and free a body 
as any in Old England. — The whole 
paper was read; Mr Lethbridge then 
pointed out the specific passages on 
which he founded his complaint, and 
called upon the house to vindicate 
themselves from a series of unjust and 
unjustifiable aspersions, ami punish 
this viohtion of their privileges in 
what manner might to their wisdoms 
appear most fitting. Sir Francis be- 
ing told by the speaker, that now was 
the time for him, according to the 
uniform practice of parliament, to be 
heard in his own defence^ replied in a 
'ow tone of voice, “ that Mr Leth- 
bridge was bound explicitly to point 
out the nature of the charge, and till 
he should hear something in refuta- 
tion of the principles of his paper, he 
could not look upon himself as called 
upon to undertake their defence. He 
had no hesitation to state, that in 
writing that afldress and argument he 
had no idea that he was infringing any 
privilege of t^he house. — Was it to be 
Supposed that the simple act of 
going on the potters of the Commons 
was a crime ? He was willing to abide 
by the fact and argument of that pa- 
per. He would 'stand the issue; but 
. f v 
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if it were the pleasure of the house 
that he should withdraw, he was ready 
so to do.” Accordingly, upon the 
speaker stating, tl^t such was die un- 
changed, and, as he hoped, unchange- 
able practice of parliament, he with- 
drew. Mr Lethbridge then said, M he 
wished the forms of the house* had 
not precluded Sir Francis from hear- 
ing what lie had to say. ,lf that house 
had any regard for its character, ft 
would put a stop to such proceed- 
ings as they had lately witnessed. 
He had heard things stated in that 
house which had made the hair on 
his head stand on end.” A laugh was 
raised at this; but Mr Lethbridge, 
who was neither to be ridiculed nor 
deterred from doing what he felt to 
be his duty, pursued ; “ Such,” he 
said, t( was the feeling of horror with 
which he had heard it there affirmed, 
that in the opinion of the public the 
reputation of that house had not a leg 
to stand upon. Such proceedings, he 
trusted, would be effectually put a 
stop to ; he moved therefore, that the 
paper before the house was a libellous 
and scandalous paper, and that Sir 
Francis Burdett, who suffered it to 
be printed with his name and by his 
authority, V. been guilty of a viola- 
tion of the privileges of the house. 
These resolutions, he trusted, would 
be adopted ; they must be adopted, if 
the house wished to save its own cha- 
. racter and that o J 0i‘d England.” Mr 
Blachford seconded the motion, Mr 
Ponsonby moved, that the discussion 
should be delayed for% week, on the 
^groural that the minchs of the mem- 
bers were fully engrossed with the 
Walcherci question, whjch was then 
sending. Mr Perceval contended^ thaf 
both the iftiportanc^bf the business, 
and the feelings of the individual, re- 
quired the earliest decision, and tl at 


the members wouty have sufficient 
opportunity of examining the paper 
by the morrow. Mr Whitbread, in- 
sinuating that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer designed by this business 
to distract jllie. attention of the house 
and the feelings of the # public from 
the Walcheren qucstion^which had 
occupied so much of^both, propo- 
sed *an adjournment till Friday, the 
third day from thence, by which time 
the debate on the expedition would 
be terminated. D n der such an impu- 
tation, Mr Percevahreplied, he could 
not sit silent. u Have 1,” said he, 
61 advised the honourable baronet to 
publish the pap ‘r which is the foun- 
dation of the charge against him ? Did 
I recommend to him to publish it on 
Saturday last, so as to occasion this 
delay at this particular time ? Have I 
had any concern in the mode in which 
the question has been brought before 
the house ? The question is of the 
last importance to the character, the 
dignity, the honour, and the inde- 
pendence of this house. The longer., 
they suffer the decision upon it to be 
delayed, the longer they would sub- 
mit to be trampled upon. The faw 
of the case had lately been discussed 
and decided upon in a full bouse, 
almost unanimously, only fourteen 
voting with the honourable baronet, 
and many of them on the ground that 
the previous confinement of the indi- 
vidual was a sufficient ^Cnishment for 
hiS offence. The consideration, how- 
ever, that one individual, was in cus- 
tody, and another under accusation, 
was a reason for restricting the ad- 
journment to the shortest possible be- 
riod.” 

The house divided on Mr Whit- 
bread’s proposal. 146 voted for the 
adjournment till Friday, and it was 
decided by a majority of 50^ that the 
\2 * 
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question should be resu- 
Marck 28. med oi*the morrow. The 
debate was then prosecu- 
ted with increased warmth. Mr Brand 
moved for aweek’Sc! lay ; for though 
(he conceived that Sir Francis had 
clearly been guilty of a breach of pri- 
vilege, yet v^en his paper was pro- 
nounced to bL%a libel upon the just 
rights of the house, it was proper Jlo 
ha\ r e time for considering what tho>e 
just rights were. He admittf#! that 
n question in which the privileges of 
parliament and tlu^ liberty of the sub- 
ject were concerned, was of more im- 
portance than twenty expeditions to 
the Scheldt, or to any other part of 
the globe : but there was no cause for 
precipitation ; no mischief could re- 
sult from any farther circulation of 
the paper, and if Mr Lethbridge had 
been aware of the inter: uption which 
such a topic was likely to give to the 
important question then pending, he 
was convinced that he would not have 
lent himself to any such purpose ; for 
he himself thought, and all persons 
must think, that it was a sop thrown 
out to tfin attentive house and an in- 
dignant people. 

This motion was supported by Mr 
Whitbread. * If Mr Lethbridge," 
he said, “had not lent himself to any 
man in the course he had taken, he 
had allowed himself to be influenced 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
who had takb\ advantage of his faci- 
lity, availing himself of the question 
as a God-bend, in the same manner as 
a drowning man would catch at a 
stfaw, in the de sue rate hope that it 
would afford him a short respite from 
the impending decision upon his con- 
duct. Many things happened between 
the cup and the lip, so also did many 
things happen between the halter and 
thu-gallop. Mr Lethbridge had said, 
Jhat^tf'hcariug certain statements in 


that house, he was so affected that? 
his hair stood on end. Now that the 
house knew he had the gift of lan- 
guage, he trusted that he would not 
hereafter remain sileR^ ; but when he 
next bccaifie sensible of this visible ef- 
fect, gutter, his moral to overpower his 
physical impressions, find move* that 
the terrifying words be taken down. 

It would certainly be desirable on 
every account that lie should not let 
them remain in oblivion for three 
weeks, and then make the unfortu- 
nate utterer of them become the ob- 
ject of another charge, by bunging 
them in judgement against him." An- 
other personal allusio*n of Mr Whit- 
bread’s did not pass without notice. 

“ When he heard the mover and the 
seconder," he said, “speaking of com- 
bi nations in the house, and the spirit 
of jacobinism out of it, he couldsearce- 
ly believe that he wa s not listening to 
the organs of the late member for 
Cambridgeshire ; this w f as the legacy 
bequeathed to that house by the Tell- 
er of the Exchequer." This provo- 
ked an angry and ill-judged reply 
from Mr Yorkc’s brother, Sir Joseph. 

“ Whatever legacy," lie said, u was 
bequeathed by the late member for 
Cambridgeshire, would be remember- 
ed with respect by the house : cer- 
tain lie was, that it must be as good a* 
any which proceeded from a brewer of 
bad porter." Mr Whitbread used the 
opportunity \vell<which had thus been 
afforded him. “Whatever might be 
the emotions of his friends," he said, 

“ at the language which had been 
used, (for*the*e was a loud and^geno- '* 
ral cry of order) cmuld assure the 
house he was in no other way affect- 
ed by it than as a tradesman, and 
only hoped, that as the honourable 
gentleman conceived so bad an opi- 
nion of him, in supposing that he had 
"« far deviated -ft urn the precept* 
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practice of his father that he would dett spoke in tta house upon the 
do his porter the justice to make a commit went which is complained of ; 
trial of it If he should order a cask, but he did not dare to utter those 
he would undertake to furnish him sentiments, nor to employ those ev 
with the best, *md ail he should ask prcssions, which helms since sent forth 
in return was, that he would give it to the public. He has published, in\ 
to the elictois of Cambridgeshire to the shape of an argument, what pro- 1 
drink the health of their late member.” ftsscs to be that 'speech ; he sets at 
Lord Milton moved, that Sir Joseph defiance the unanimous decision of 
YorkeN words should be taken down; th^ house, and instead of openly and 
but Mr Whitbread, with becoming candidly avowing his opinion in the 
temper, declared, “that he felt perfect house* itself, he libels their proceed- 
good humour upon the occasion, and ings before the public, and declares it 
that as the honourable gentleman w as, to he a violation cf the constitution 
as appeared by his countenance, re- and of the rights of the people ; a sen- 
r, toted to tranquillity, he required no liment which he dared not avow in 
apology, and hoped the house would this house. I appeal to you, Mr 
not call for any.” This circumstana , Speaker, without entering into any 
and the manner in which it was treat- laboured argument ; I appeal to you, 
ed by Mr Whitbread, gave gieat mat- whose authority and signature he has 
ter of triumph to that side of the traduced, whether, if he had dared t o 
house; but Mr Croker, Wrtli equal make use of such expressions before 
readiness and spnit, recalled them to you, you would not have felt it your 
the immediate point in discussion, duty to have called him to order, as 
“ The feelings of Sir Joseph Yorke,” you did once before this session, when 
he said, “ afforded a sufficient apolo he was pioceeding to indulge in in- 
gy for the language he had made use vective against the dignity and cha- 
©f, considering the manner in which ractcr of this house. 1 appeal to the 
his brother had been alluded to.” A house, if any such language had been 
cry df Question 1 question ! was here uttered within these vralls, whether 
set up. “ Some indulgence,” he cori- you would not have deemed it not 
tinued, “ he had expected from the only highly irregular and unparlia- 
good humour of the gentlemen oppo- mentary, but a libel on the l ouse, 
site ; they had not called out thus da- But I appeal further to the house, if 
morously for the question when Mr the sentiments of the honourable ba- , 
Whitbread was so evidently deviating ronet on this subject are not well 
from it, and usin%* language as rude known, and if they r.Vc not such as 
and as unparliamentary as had bten require no attempt to prove the ap- 
employed on the other side. The plication or tendency of the language 
qu< stion did not require a moment's he employs (Order ! order! was here 
deliberation. Mr Whkbread had said, called out. by several members. ) 1 in- 
that he was nee. tb be intimidatedfrom sist,” pursued Mr Croker, “ th&c w r e 
stating his opinions on the sub.ect, do know' his sentiments, because they 
however those opinions might lean*; have b^en avowed before, and thcre- 
neTtlur am I,” said c Mr Croker, “ to fore I am not to be called to order : 
be clamoured irto silence by any out- While humbly supporting the digni- 
cry or monosyllable, unaccompanied ty of the chair, and the \ rivileges of 
by any argument. *Sir Francis Bur- this house, I am notout of orSei -I 
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y say humbly, for ^either the dignity out the county, in which opinions, 
| of the chair, nor the honour of the in many instances unanimous ones, on 
f. house, stand in need of such defend* grand public questions, were declared 
ers. Then* can be no doubt of the contrary to the decifyons of tlmt house, 
j question, unless the forms and privi- he confessed that he had not courage 
\ hges of the Jiouse are -wholly chan- to contend, that the majority of that 
god. Whatever she principle of the housy i .ust be right, and the great 
commitincrit\nay be, there can be no body of the nation wrong, or*to set 
doubt, of the illegality of the argu- up his own opinion (had he originally 
mcnt : there can be no doubt, that fqrmed one in tfiose majorities) against 
the paper is a most ^audacious libel, the vhice of the nation,’* 

The gentlemen opposite admif that it Mr Perceval replied. He alluded to 
is alibrl, and yet they wish for de- f what Mr Whitbread had said con- 
lay, If the libel* is admitted, what* cerning the halter and the gallows, 
occasion is there for farther time to just to shew, without resenting such 
consider i' 9 language, that its wisdom, and libe- 

Sir Samuel Romilly spoke in a rality, and decorum were not tinpercei- 
strain more suited to the temper of vt*d; he pointed out the libellous lan- 
the populace, and less to the occa- guage of Sir Francis’s paper, and the 
sion. “ T'lio paper had been objected mischicvousdrift of his reasoning, and 
to," he said, “ because many parts of quoted the words of Lord Kenyon, 
it were conceived in strong language; that “if ever a time should come 
why should there not be strong lan- when factious men would attempt to 
guage in arguing a matter of greatcon- overthrow the government, they would 
s-eqiu nee, involving ihe rights of the begin by calumniating the courts of 
public and the constitution of the justice and the houses of parliament." 
country ? There were offensive para- “ I solemnly call on the house," he 
grtphb in that paper; but he could continued, “to consider whether that 
not view them in the mischievous light time has not arrived ! If they hesitate 
in which they had been represented ; to pronounce that against the honour- 
and did they amount to a libel ? There able baronet which they have not hc- 
might be inflammatory language in it ; silated to pronounce against a less 
but at the same time it was reasoned distinguished offender, they will sink 
with great ability, and all the great low indeed in the public estimation, 
authorities and precedents on the sub- Grossly libellous as the proceeding 
ject were argued on with much learn • of Mr G. Jones has been, it is trifling 
ing. This was a grave argument, and contemptibly compared with this 
and God forbid that any ifian should which is now complained of. It the 
be prcclud&l from discussing such a house, from aij apprehension of doing 
subject. He besought the house to that which Sir Francis may perhaps^ 
consider the question with modera- wish, and iiAvhich he may pssJjaps 
tion; the proposed resolutions, instead triumph, were to abstain from doing 
of protecting these privileges, would their duty,, they would indeed afford 
have a contrary effect. He was told *him cause for triumph, and would-** 
that the house was not to listen to indeed deserve *to be triumphed over 
the language of intimidation ; but and trodden upon. In asserting their 
cod&ejnng wha,t luuHately pmed at own rights, they are asserting the 
the numerous great meetings through- i iglits of the pdSple of England^ The 
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only way to maintain their dignity 
was to do their duty; — to do it tem- 
perately, but to do it firmly pnd im- 
partially.” f 

Lord Folkestone, speaking in de- 
fence of the paper, argued fur the ad- 
journment, as iwdispeiisibly necessary 
when such differences of opinion ex- 
isted. Mr Adam called for it, be- 
cause, though a professional man, and 
much practised in professional habits, 
he yet required time for full and ma- 
ture consideration. “ He had not been 
prevented,” he said, u from giving it 
this consideration, either by indolence 
or want of interest ; but from the 
moment w hen it was first brought be- 
fore the house, he had been engaged 
by cither public or professional du- 
ties. Till three o’clock that morning 
in the House of Commons, and after 
the ordinary refreshment which nature 
required, being kept, if he might use 
the phrase, in harness all day, it was 
not too much to ask of thosvs whose 
situation afforded them the means of 
being assisted with a variety of opi- 
nions, to allow others, not so pro- 
vided*at least a short time for delibe- 
ration. If this were denied, he should 
then be reduced, in common with 
many membeis, to ibis dilemma, that 
be must either surrender the privileges 
ot the house, or agree in the con- 
demnation of an individual, without 
being able to state^ in a satisfactory 
manner, his conwctum of his guilt/’ 
Mr Tierney, who likewise called 
for adjournment, affirmed that the re- 
solutions were c.f Treasury manufac- 
torj**liiid challenged any person to 
deny it ; he would- go farther, he 
said, and challenge the Chancellor of # 
heqiier to deyy, that a meet- 
ing had been convened at his house, 
to consider, discuss, and decide upon 
these resolutions, wlych were t - be 


offered to the hou& in the person of 
an independent county member. This 
unworthy charge was directly and 
positively contradicted by Mr Leth- 
bridge. Mr Tierney then said, there 
was an understanding upon this sub- 
ject, for he was informed the seconder 
was there. Upon thifc Kir Blachfurd 
rose, and denied this second assertion. 
Tile decision of the house was not in- 
fluenced by arguments and artifices, 
which had their origin in mere party 
spirit; Mr Adiiin had shewn good 
cause of delay, and his opinion was 
^forced by the weighty voice of 
Mr Wdherforce, who, whenever he 
speaks, is su/«* to be listened to with 
respect. The Master of the Rolls 
admitted the propriety of delay. “The 
paper,” he said, “ was a clear libel, 
and many who required time for con- 
sideration, would, he had no doubt, 
entertain the same opinion when lime 
had been afforded them. If he were 
to frame a constitution anew, he was 
satisfied that he should feel it neces- 
sary to invest the house with the pri- 
vileges which it now possessed. Of 
course he was an advocate for those 
privileges ; but still it must be borne 
in mind, that the house, in asserting 
thim, were judges in their own cause, 
and therefore, though they were never 
to be formally relinquished, they were 
yet to he \ery discreetly exercised. 
The present case was^forced upon 
the house ; glad he should have been 
not to have heard any thing about it; 
but it was now impossible to give it 
the go-by ; for the house was brought 
to the alternative, that it must, hr 
giving up its privileges, incur the im- 
putation of timidity, or assert them 
with manliness. Delay therefore was 
desirable, in order that as much weight 
and authority as possible^might be- 
brought to the decision. ” \ . 
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■ To these arguments Mr Perceval resumed, Lord Ossulston 
yielded, retaining his former opini- began by arguing from tin April 5 . 
but feeling that it would appear perti- amiable privatecharacter of 
nacious in him to jjress it. At the same Sir Francis, his great stake in the 
time he distinctly stall d, that the last country, and his ancient family, that 
motive which could induce hjm to yield he couldP not possibly be influenced 
my thing like; timidity, — the last by any anti-constitutional motives* 
ground, he believed, upon which the Sir Jbim Anstruther Enforced the ne- 
house would yield in such a case. “One cessity of maintaining the privileges 
word,” hecontinued, “astothechqcrs of parliament^ but regretted that any 
of the gentlemen on t^c other side ; — sikh necessity should have been ere- 
those gentlemen professed a wish for ated. “The pamphlet,” he said, “was 
unanimity, and yet yhen that dispo- remarkable for the gross wantofean- 
sition appeared, tihey exulted in it as* dour which distinguished most of its 
a species of triumph ; with this short quotations and statements; an awk- 
remark he would leave them to enjoy ward compilation of dull* clumsy, ill- 
tlidr triumph.” Mr Ponsonby re- digested plagiarisms ;*old and exploded 
plied, “ The right honourable gentle- doctrines renewed, without even their 
man really rates himself too high and original strength, and put together 
us too low, if he supposes there is so badly, as if they were either wholly 
any thing in his conduct or character misunderstood orstupidiy misapplied, 
which should make us feel elated by Whatever it was meant to be, it was 
any triumph over him.” This was any thing but mischievous. Nowthat 
the tone which the opposition, upon it was before the house, and that they 
all occasions, affected to me towards were called upon, either to stand by, 
Mr Perceval; such language, pro- or to leaounce their privileges, t hero 
ceedingfrom such a party, if it roaches was no receding from the broad qus s- 
popterity, nviy well excite their won- tion ; but be wished the libel had 
der and their snides. been left to its fate, and was very far, 

Mr Lethbridge reluctantly yield- indeed, from panegyrising tha pru- 
cd to the adjournment. Jf the ene- deuce of Mr Lethbridge in forcing 
mies of administration pressed this to it the attention of the house, and 
point in the hope of keeping the pub- visiting it with a character of import- 
lie attention undiverted upon the \V id- auee which it so little deserved. The 
chcren question, they were deceived, next time that honourable gentleman 
That discussion was concluded within felt his zeal prompting him so lustily, 
the week; the ministry obtained a lie would advise Jwm to pause a little, 
majority upon every division ; and consider the ulteriof consequences to 
though the # country had so lately been which a step in such matters might 
l()pd and well nigh unanimous in their lead, and consult with others, ulmse 
outcries against this fatal expedition, experience n ight be found to equal * 
tKb decision scarcely excited a remark. his own, and wlidst; counsel 'jifljjht 
Just a9 the burning of Covent-Gar- prove no unworthy or unnecessary 
den Theatre extinguished the public accession td the native resources of 
indignation against the convention of his own practical wisdom.” 

Cintra, Sir Francis Buulctt now di- The many illibeftl reflections cast 
v cited the 'attention pud the passions upon Mr Lethbridge for the part 
©f\he j/eople. When tlye debate was which he liaJytakcn,— a manly and 
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honourable part, becoming the repre- 
sentative of so large and independent a 
bod y of freeholders, called forth a reply 
from Mr Stephen. “ He could? not,” 
he said, “ but observe upon the un- 
fair treatment which that gentleman 
had met with from the opposition. 
First they laid it to his charge \hat 
he had been guilty of the offence of 
consulting with the ministers ; when 
he denied this, the charge was turned 
upon the seconder ; and when he too 
denied it, then Mr Lethbridge was ar- 
raigned for not having consulted per- 
sons of experience before he brought 
forward a matter of such importance.” 
Lord Folkestone delivered his opi- 
nion, that the publication was not a 
libel ; but he felt that the house was 
in a dilemma, and therefore moved 
the order of the day. This was sup- 
ported by Sir S. Romilly, who spoke 
in such a strain, that Mr Adam said, 
with every sentiment of respect for 
his talents and knowledge, “ he was 
compelled to declare, that if the doc- 
trines which he now promulgated 
were suffered to prevail, there was, in 
his opinion, at once an end of the 
privileges of the house, an end of its 
authority, and with that an end of 
our free constitution, which has been 
obtained and preserved by the exer- 
tion of those privileges.” 

Mr Adam then entered into a long 
and learned argument upon the prac- 
tice of parliament in «.ch cases, shew- 
ing how often siibh a privilege had 
been exercised, and exposing the un- 
fairness, as well as the nillacies of Sir 
•Frances publication. liis whole 
reasoning,” lv* sard*, “proceeded upon 
the position ih.it the law of parliament 
wjsnol part of the law of the land, 
itefute that position, Mnd the, whole 
reasoning was oveftet. But,” said Mr 
Adam, “ that the law of parliament 
ii a branch of the law*of England, is 


so clearly laid down in the earliest 
and latest works of all who have 
written upon our laws and constitution, 
that I feel a degradation in being call- 
ed on to make this assertion. Sir 
Francis Burdett has mac^c a great dis- 
play of legal authorities ; Lord Coke 
is rcpeatly quoted .by him,* and his 
doctrines relied upon. Without drag- 
ging the house through all these quo- 
tations, and shewing that the doctrine 
relied uf>on by Sir Francis is doctrine 
referring to the common la\v, and not 
to the law of parliafnent ; I do beg 
the house to attend to this one obser- 
vation. Lord Coke wrote four great 
general works, by the name of Insti- 
tutes. The last is the only one 
containing doctrine professedly on 
tli is very subject, and distinguishing 
throughout the common law from 
the law of parliament. This fourth 
Institute, accordingly, forms the great 
repository of the parliament, to which 
we all have recourse, when any ques- 
tion of the nature now under our dis- 
cussion arises. Now, it will surprise 
the house when I tell them, that 
the numerous quotations whit'll Sir 
Francis Burdett has made from Lord 
Coke, are all confined to the three 
first Institutes ; and that he has not 
one quotation or reference to 'the 
fourth, the only work which Lord 
Coke has written professedly on the 
constitution of parliament. No, sir, 
this grand repertory of the. law of 
pariiamentf in which are to be found 
all tfie doctrines respecting our privi- 
leges, is entirely passed by, and the 
existence of sueh a work is never 
once pointed out or acknowledged. 
What shall we say of the candour of a 
* disquisition which is thus conducted? 
But, sir, this is not the only observa- 
tion which this course calls forth. By 
treating this sjdhjcct, ( witliV^ferenj-e 
to the ductriue of the common law'. 
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which is only one branch of the law of 
England, the mind is entirely misled, 
and doctrines referred to, which the 
law of parliament not only does not 
acknowledge, but denies.” 

With cqu^l truth and equal severi- 
ty, Mr Adam commented upon the 
language -in which Sir Francis had 
characterized the speaker’s warrant. 

« He says, p. 44, * Let this instru- 
ment, This Thin g. ’•-Then come the 
two Latin words, ‘ mi generic ’—^un- 
intelligible to the .multitude ; and, 
therefore, conveying to those whonf 
it is meant to poison, the unqualified 
and contemptuous epithet, but sa- 
ving the general sense of the passage 
from that meaning, by the insertion 
of the Latin words, which may be 
said to qualify. But, I do not put 
the injurious and most defamatory 
character of this part of the paper 
upon any nice distinction like this ; 

I put it, sir, (addressing the speaker) 
upon the gross, the unjustifiable, and 
degrading manner in which he attacks 
the warrant issued under your hand, 
by the authority of this house. And 
because it has not a seal to it ; be- 
cause the ancient and undoubted au- 
thority by which the house have al- 
ways spoken, according to the ancient 
la\V and usage of parliament, has not 
this appendage of a common law writ, 
it is scoffed at, and represented as bear- 
ing no feature of legality, not only 
that the unlettered multitude, but* 
that men of education, may be decei- 
ved. * 

• " Good God ! sir, wliat is this coun- 
try arrived at ! What is the ignorance 
of the writer, or his persuasion of the 
ignorance of the people, when he 
states such an objection, in language* 
and in substance so grossly libellous 
and offensive, as that this warrant, 
^hi3 iijstrumeqft, by which the house 
acts in all its functions^ judicial, legis- 


lative, and inquisitorial, is * illegal in 
the gross and in all the ingredients ! 9 
Sir, it was by this warrant, however 
described, and whatever its form— 
this warrant without, a seal, this war- 
rant, signed by the speaker of the 
Commons House of Parliament, that 
our ancestors made {he great deal of 
England in the hands of the keeper 
of the king’s $oncience, in the custody 
of tilt Chancellor of England, bend to 
its will. — It was this abused, degra- 
ded, and vilified instrument, which 
madetheEarlof Shaftesbury, in 1670, 
(when he lent himself to accomplish 
the tyrannical designs of Charles the 
Second, by attempting once more to 
attach to the crown the sole power 
of filling the vacancies of this house, 
and trying the returns of its members)* 
give way to its authority. It is this 
warrant, this unsealed paper, which 
now daily commands the clerk of the 
crown to append the great seal of Eng- 
land to the writ for electing a mem- 
ber to this house — an effort so supreme 
and powerful, that it seems to me 
most extraordinary, that its efficacy 
should now be questioned ; and ques- 
tioned in such terms as have been 
applied to it in the argument of Sir 
Francis Burdett. That this warrant, 
which has endured for ages, which 
has, ‘ without a seal,’ been in con- 
stant use to attain all the ends of this 
house, in its inquisitorial, as well as 
in its judicial character ; which has 
been uniformly obeyed with as much 
regularity as the writs of other courts, 
in opening tne repositories, and com- 
pelling the* appearance of . 
should be characterized as bearing no 
feature ofjegality ; — that a use or the 
warrant, which has been uniform 5t"d 
invariable for* ages, should now be 
stigmatized ‘as constituting the most 
unlawful act that the mind of man 
can conceive'*— can only be account- 
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cd for, by considering it ns resulting 
from a mind determined to libel t lie 
long established process of this branch 
of the high court of parliament ; the 
forms of which are as much recogni- 
sed as a part of the law of f'nglaud, 
as the writs of those tribunals to 
which *it is compared. '' 

After having sifted and examined 
the precedent m and authorities which 
Sir Francis had adduced, and sl^ewil 
that it was by generalities, and misre- 
presentations of his argument, that the 
people were misled, Mr Adams con- 
cluded thus : “ There is, sir, at pre- 
sent^ a prevailing plan and system to 
degrade the House of Commons, and 
to represent this branch of the legis- 
" iture (which is connected with, aud 
lows from the people — which has 
privileges and rights exclusively be- 
longing to it, of the highest nature ; 
armed with which, it has repeatedly 
fought and conquered in the cause of 
the people,) as inferior to the other 
branches of the legislature. For this 
purpose, the miserable shift has been 
resorted to, of alluding to the appel- 
lation of the Lower I i ouse, as confirm- 
ing thiffdoctrinc, and implying, that 
its rights and powers are inferior 
in their nature. They understand 
but little of the constitution of Eng- 
land, who rest upon such observa- 
tions, and rely on such doctrine. The 
powers of this house vary from the 
other branches of the legislature, 
and its functions tire different ; but 
its rank is co-equal, and many of its 
oweis exclusively its^own : while 
s mlici 8 have Been peculiarly those, 
by which the constitution has been 
vindicated rmd asserted. Those who 
represent the House of Commons as 
inferior, aud exalt the* other powers 
of the state to its prejudice, are the 
worst enemies to the libeity of the 
country, Thio house hrs, and I tru^t 


will, by due attention to its dignity, 
its privileges, and its independence, 
• in defiance of despotic attacks of the 
crown on the one hand to enslave, 
it, or wicked or misguided efforts of 
some men on the other hand to de- 
grade it, ever succeed in maintain- 
ing its proper rank and importance 
in the constitution ; a:*d as a sincere 
lovey of my country, and therefore a 
strenuous advocate for the just, th_ 
necessary, the ancient privileges of 
this house, I conclude, estoperpetua.” 

No answer was attempted to the ar- 
guments of Mr Adam's speech. Mr 
Whitbread declared that “he saw no 
libel whatever in tm Vtter of Sir Fran- 
cis. In the report of his speech there 
A\erc indeed some points pushed to 
n extreme ; but a disposition to ex- 
aggeralc was the honourable baronet's 
constant error, who was too much in 
the habit of dealing in the superla- 
tive degree. This, however, was ge- 
nerally the error of sanguine men ; 
and certainly no mail could be more 
sanguine than Sir Francis was in the 
pursuit of his object, which was, no 
doubt, that of true constitutional li- 
berty, for he saw no reason to impute 
to him any other motive. There were 
some passages in the paper which he 
confessed hecould not understand, and 
of course he could not set them down 
as libels. For his own part, he did not 
perceive the smallest matter that was 
jibellous in the publication : it ought 
not havc # bivn noticed at all ; and 
though noticed, it did not i^all for re- 
prehension. A s to the allusion to thy 
means by which that house was as- 
sembled, he could see literally nothing 
improper in that : cure he was, that 
-it would puzzle Sir Francis to point 
out how the member for Tralee (Mr 
Canning) came to have a scat there. 
As for the expression that the Bill 
of Rights mig^T'be cdnvertcd'into £ 
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Bill of Wrongs, it was warranted by 
the manner in which that bill had 
been abused upon the committal of 
Gale Jones ; and the scriptural lan- 
guage which Sir Francis had applied 
to that house, could no* be found 
very inapplicable, after the conduct 
of Lord* Cast leroagh and Mr Perce- 
val, in breach of the privilege of that 
house, had been palliated and pzfssed 
over. Upon such %. proceeding any 
terms of animadversion coul*d hardly 
be too strong. He also would offer 
some scriptural language to their con- 
sideration ; ‘ the beginning of strife 
was as the letting in of water he 
cautioned the house to consider well 
the course they were pursuing, and 
get out of the business. The best 
inode of doing this, would be to post- 
pone the motion for so long a time 
that there would be no chance of any 
farther discussion of it ; to liberate 
Gale Jones, and then let a question 
be raised upon the point of privilege, 
in such a shape that it might be dis- 
cussed without any mixture of heat 
or prejudice, without any proceeding 
calculated unduly to influence their 
own minds, or to inflame the minds 
of others.” 

Mr Ponsonby took a different view 
ot the subject, though he argued to 
the same effect. He maintained that 
the house possessed the pri\ ilegc of 
committingjfor contempt, or for a li- 
bel, and that there were very intend* 
perate expiessions in the* letter,* per- 
haps libelous ones ; but he contended 
that they were not of so marked a 
jnature as would justify the house 
in resorting to so strong a measure, 
which, instead of making Sir Francis 
Burdett less powerful, would make* 
him more so, and render the question 
for parliamentary reform more popu- 
lar thgn it hadiever been. Mr Grattan 
pursued the same strain of reasoning, 


in his own pecftliar manner. This,” 
he said, “ was a contest in which vic- 
tory would be without glory, and in 
which* defeat musj be followed by 
disgrace. When the house went to 
hunt in holes and corners for ques- 
tions privilege, Jihey diminished 
their own dignity. *They might de- 
pend upon it, that the result of this 
contest would not tend to their satis- 
faction. Had they forgot Wilkes’s 
case ? Did they not know that it 
ended in his being elected for Mid- 
dlesex, and nominated chamberlain of 
the city of London, and that parlia- 
ment was at length, obliged to shrink 
from the contest? In this battle be- 
tween the giant and the dwarf, the 
giant diminished in size, and the 
dwarf magnified. The people of Eng- 
land, with their characteristic gene- 
rosity, would range themselves on the 
weaker side, and oppose the shield of 
their compassion against the arm of 
power.” 

Those allusions to the temper of 
the populace were too often repeated 
by the opposition. “ If the house 
were brought into an unpleasant pre- 
dicament, woe,” said Mr Slieridan, 
41 be to the late member for Cani- 
bi idgeshire 1 he is answerable for it# 
embarrassment, and for whatever con- 
sequences may follow.” Mr Sheri- 
dan then asked 44 what was to follow 
the resolutions, if they were adopted ? 
Did Mr Let n bridge mean to move 
that Sir Francis should be sent to the 
To ? tfjthat was his intention, 
for himself he would say, that hf 
would not T>e m^dc a stepping '/one 
to assist him in lfis progress. He 
would not consent to hurt a hair of 
Sir Francis’s head. What did Mr 
Lethbridge or his friends mean to 
move lie called upon him for an 
answer, and he was entitled to an an- 
swer.” To this demand, appearing 
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as it did almost like tf menace, Mr 
Lethbridge replied, that « he was not 
to be driven from the line of conduct 
which he had prescribed for hitnself. 
He laid the resolutions before the 
house : if they w ere adopted, il would 
be competent for any member to fol- 
low them up by any motion he might 
think proper. When such a motion 
was proposed, he himself would give 
his vote conscientiously.” Sir tto 
bert Salisbury then rose, and declared 
that if the resolutions were passed, 
he would move that Sir Francis be 
committed to the Tower. Upon this 
Lord Porchester said, that though no 
man felt a stronger desire to uphold 
the privileges of the house, he could 
not vote for the resolutions, because 
he was convinced they proceeded from 
vindictive feelings.— w Vindictive ?” 
Mr Wellesley Pole replied. “A more 
gross, foul, and scandalous libel had 
never occupied the attention of par- 
liament ; and if it was decided to be 
a libel, the duty of the house 'would 
be to commit the author to the Tower. 
Many of the members he thought 
had not spoken with freedom, because 
they were intimidated by what had 
passed out of doors.” Mr Tierney 
complained that this was unparlia- 
mentary language ; the speaker de- 
cided otherwise ; and Mr W. Pole 
said he had been led to allude to the 
transactions without doors by what 
had happened to l\ims£if on his way 
to the house. He had been surround- 
ed by a mob, many of w£iom exclaim- 
ed, Burdett for ever! — Mr,Wilber- 
forc^Jswnarked, u that tins statement 
seemed to he an iTnfair argument ; it 
seemed as if it were intended to in- 
duce the house to adopt the motion 
for commitment, by making them 
ashamed of appearing to be inti mi 
dated. To mark their sense of the 
paper, the house was iiYduty bound ; 


for parliament had no right to give 
up the privileges of the people of 
England, of which the right claimed 
by the house was undoubtedly one, 
sanctioned by precedent, and essen- 
tial to the independt nee o** the house. 
But the wisest course would be to 
come to a vote on the resolutions at 
present, and to defer the consideration 
of the measure of punishment to a 
cooler moment.”' This advice might 
have been prudent, if it had been pos- 
sible to let the business cool ; but the 
longer parliament delayed its deci- 
sion, the ir.nr** would the demagogue 
writers have trwr plied, and in ft lined 
the people. SO members voted with 
Lord Folkestone for the order of the 
day, 27 i against it. Mr Lethbridge's 
resolutions were agreed to without a 
division, and Sir Robert Salisbury 
then moved for the commitment of 
Sir Francis to the Tower. Many 
members advised, instead of this, that 
he should be reprimanded in his place 
by the speaker, and this was put to 
the vote. The minority was much 
more numerous upon this than upon 
the preceding question, the commit- 
ment being carried only by a majority 
of 38. Mr Wilberforce and his friends, 
Mr Adam and Mr Williams Wynn, 
voted for the milder course. But all 
which had preceded, and all which 
followed, on the part of Sir Francis, 
shews, that had their opinion been fol- 
*b»wed, the consequences would only 
have been one step removed, and that 
if the- house had not come to extremi- 
ties, he w ould have forced them to it; 

Jt was between seven and eight on 
Friday morning before the division 
was know r n. Mr Jones Burdett, the 
“brother of Sir Francis, and Mr Roger 
O'Connor, the brother of Arthur 
O'Connor, who had been waiting at 
the house all night, dtfove off jmme* 
diately to Wimbledon, to acquaint 
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. Sir Francis with the result. Mean 
time the speaker signed the warrant 
at half past eight, and delivered it to 
Mr Coiman, tne serjeant-at-arms, di- 
recting him, if* possible, to serve it 
before ten o’clock, that he might not 
have to convey Sir Frautis through 
the streets of London in the middle 
of the day, if it could be avoided. 
Mr Coiman, with the deput^-ser- 
jeant, Mr Clemen tson, immediately 
proceeded to Sir Francis’s t house in 
Piccadilly. Finding that he was not 
in town, the sejjeatat-at-arms returu* 
ed home and wrote a letter to him, 
stating that he called for the purpose 
of serving the warrant and conveying 
him to the Tower, and adding, that, 
in performing his official duty, it was 
his wish to cousult Sir Francis*** con- 
venience as to the time and method 
of his removal. Having done this, 
Mr Coiman awaited his answer, and 
prepared to attend the house at its 
sitting, that he might report what he 
had done. Between three and four in 
the afternoon, as the speaker was at 
the tabic of the house, information 
was brought him that the scrjeanl 
was preparing to make his report, 
but that Sir Francis had been seen in 
the streets. Upon this the speaker 
sejit out word to him not to stop to 
make any report here, but to go and 
take Sir Francis into custody. Mr 
Coiman immediately went to Picca- 
dilly, obtained admittance, and saw 
him. * Sir Francis told # him Inj lifui 
written an answer to his letter, thank- 
ing him For it, and saying he should 
l)e ready to receive him the next morn- 
ing at eleven o’clock. At the same 
time, he informed him that he should 
write to the speaker* With this Mi 
Coiman had no concern, and con- 
cluding from Sir Francis’s words that 
he meant to .go with him the next 
tnorning, he departed. 


, Having been desired by the speaker 
when he received the warrant to treat 
Sir Francis with proper courtesy, and 
bein^ himself desirous of shewing all 
due respect and dtdicacy to a member 
of parliament on such an occasion* 
Mr Coiman conceived that he in- 
curred v o risk in dealing th*is with 
Sir Francis, instead of directly car- 
rying the warrant into effect. In 
fact, it woftld not then have been m 
his ‘power ; for a large mob had by 
that time collected about the house, 
whose disposition to acts of turbu- 
lence was sufficiently apparent. He 
returned to the speaker, to inform 
him of what had j/assed. The speak- 
er's first words were ; il All I can 
have to say to you, is to ask where 
is the receipt of the lieutenant of the 
Tower for your prisoner ?" Mr Coi- 
man replied by stating, that an ar- 
rangement had been made between 
him and Sir Francis that lie should 
go to the Tower at eleven o'clock 
the lY'xt day. The speaker, who 
seems to have apprehended more dif- 
ficulty than Mr Coiman had as yet 
suspected, answered, u Possibly you 
may be in the Tower to-morrow, or 
sooner; but what you have to da 
now, is to go and take your prisoner 
to the Tower before dark and he 
advised him to call at the Secretary 
of State's Office for any assistance he 
conceived necessary to enable him to 
execute the warrant, thinking, as it 
appears, that there might be some 
obstacle on the part of the rabble. 
This was ab-flut six o'clock. Mr Coi- 
man wtfnt 40 the Secretary of Statons 
Office. There M,r Ryder tom liim 
the business had been very much 
mismanajji d. At this he expressed 
his sorrow, paying that he had done 
every thing in his power, and hoped 
he should be borne out. Mr Ryder 
then went sway, and the serjeant 
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applied to the under secretary, Mr 
Beckett, and said he ought to have 
a sufficient civil force, and also an 
escort of cavalry, because policy offi- 
cers on foot would *be unable to keep 
up with the carriage on the >vay to 
the Tower. Mr Beckett referred him 
to the ipagistrates, Mr Read and Mr 
Grahame, who were present, and they 
told him that if military assistance 
were found wanting, it should be sent 
to his relief. * 

M'* Co! man, once more accompa- 
nied b v tin* deputy-serjeant, then went 
back lo Sir Francis’s house, informed 
him that had received a reprimand 
from the speaker f . L or not executing 
the warrant in the morning, said that 
he was sorry thus to be obliged to 
name an earlier hour for his removal, 
and shewed him the warrant. Sir 
Francis replied, he was sure that the 
speaker would not upon consideration 
think Mr Colman to blame ; for if 
he had intended to remain with him 
in the afternoon, it would not have 
been in his power, as, without any 
personal offence to him, he, Sir Fran- 
cis, would riot have peinvttcd him to 
remain. The serjeant then said he 
should be obliged to resort to force, 
as it was his duty to execute the war- 
rant. Sir Francis answered, “ If you 
bring an overwhelming force, I must 
submit ; but I dare not, from my 
allegiance to the king, and my respect 
for his laws, yield a voluntaiy sub- 
mission to such a warrant : if is ille- 
gal." He added, that nothing but 
actual force should in*_ke him go, 
and that he would resist \hat*as long 
as in his powc’\ The serjeant 
attempted t • persuade him to a more 
peaceable courrc, but in vatu. <l You 
must leave my house, ” said Sir Fran- 
cis. 4< 1 have written a Jitter to the 
speaker, which, if you please, yv)i. 
may take will: you and. deliver. Jt 


contains my resolution as to your 
warrant.” This Mr Colman decli- 
ned. He had already incurred blame, 
be said, by not executing the war- 
rant, and he should be considered as 
more culpable if he carried any letter 
in contradiction to it. ‘Finding it 
then necessary to withdraw, he left 
the house, and once more went to the 
Secretary of State’s OAicc. 

Hbre he found the under secretary 
and the two magistrates. He told 
them of tfie intention to resist which 
h?d now been avowed by Sir Fran- 
cis, and . ndeavoured to impress upon 
them the insufficiency of a civil force, 
which could neitU/ keep pace with 
ibe carriage, nor make any resistance 
if a rescue should be attempted. The 
magistrates still imagined that the 
civil authority would be sufficient, 
saying, that military force should be 
ready, if any person came and stated 
upon oath that it was required. Mr 
Colman remonstrated against such 
an arrangement. A mob, he said, 
might moot the cai riage on the Isling- 
ton road, (which he meant to take) 
and before any military assistance 
could be sent from the Horse Guards 
to his relief, it would be too late. 
They continued debating upon this 
point from nine o’clock till midnight, 
wdicu Mr Colman, submitting to their 
opinion, but altogether unconvinced 
by it, consented to go the next morn- 
ing with thirty constables, and begin 
business, trusting, as lie said, to 
chance, and lo their sending him a 
military escort. 

Sir Francis, meantime, sent his let- 
ter to the speaker by his own son., 
a youth of fourteen, and his brother, 
Mr Jon* s Curdctl. Jt was in these 

tc Piccadilly, April G, 1810. 

“ Slit, — When 1 was returned 
due form by the electors of 
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minster, they imagined that they had 
chosen me as their trustee in a House 
of Commons, to maintain the laws 
and liberties of the land ; having ac- 
cepted that trust*, I never will betray 
it : I have also, as a dutiful subject, 
taken an oafh of allegiance to the 
king, to obey his laws ; and I never 
will consent, by any act of mine, to 
obey any set of men, who, conttjiry 
to those laws, assume the power of 
the king. — Power and privilege are 
not the same tilings, and ought not 
to be confounded ‘together ; privi* 
lege is an exemption from power, and 
was by law secured to the third 
branch of the legislature to protect 
them, that tiny might safely protect 
the people ; not to give them power to 
destroy the people. — Your warrant, 
sir, I believe ypu to know to be ille- 
gal. I know it to lie so. Toatipciior 
force I must submit ; but I will not, 
and dare not, incur the danger of con- 
tinuing voluntarily to make one of 
any set of men who shall assume ille- 
gally the whole power of the realm ; 
and who have no more right to take 
myself, or any one ot my constituents, 
by force, than T or they possess, to 
take any one of those who are now 
guilty of this usurpation. And I 
would condescend to accept the mean- 
est office that would vacate my scat ; 
being more desirous of getting out of 
my present association, than other 
m.'ii may he desirous of getting pro- 
fit ably" into ft. — Sir, this js not e*let> 
ter in ansjvcr to a vote of thanks, it 
if an answer to a vote of a very dif- 
ferent kind, I know not what to call 
it ; blit since you have begun this 
coi respond* Mice with me, 1 must beg 
you to read this my answer to those > 
under whose orders you have com- 
menced it. — J remair, sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, 

“ Francis Burdett.” 


This letter .was delivered at the 
speaker’s at ten o’clock that night, 
and an answer was desired ; but of 
course* none was given. By this 
time, those consequences began to 
be felt* which* the conduct of Sir 
Francis was so well calculated to pro- 
voke, an ' die indecision of the govern- 
ment so little calculated to prevent. 
Ever since the vote of the house had 
been known/ a crowd had been col- 
lecting in Piccadilly ; it was begun by 
persons whom idleness or curiosity,, 
rather than any evil design, led thither, 
and the boys and the rabble soon as- 
sembled, wlini they saw a rallying 
point for tumult ami mischief. Many 
thousands were thus gathered toge- 
ther in the course of the day, and 
the opportunity which this afforded 
of exciting the passions of the popu- 
lace, was not omitted by thos-e who 
were more probably the dupes, than 
the agents of the demagogue faction. 
The streets were placarded with a 
notice, 'that a requisition was signing 
lor a public meeting of the electors, 
to adopt such measures as might be ex - 
pedient, in consequence of the House 
of Commons having deprived ?hem of 
one of their leprescntatives, and this 
bill was headed with the words Bur- 
dett and Westminster ! in large let- 
ters. Placards of Burd U for ever ! 
were circulated among the mob, who 
compelled all ppssengers, either in car- 
,1 iages iyr on <borseback, to pull ofT 
their hats :n> they passed the house of 
Sir Francis, and huzza the hero of 
the day. Several can iages were as- 
sailed, afid the windows broken. Tht* 
Earl ot Westmorland was assaulted, 
and covered with mud ; so abo was 
an officer A full uniform, though he 
submitted hatpin hand to the conces- 
sions which were requned. Towards 
evening their number had gieatly in- 
creased ; pickpockets and ruffians of 
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every kind had resorted to a scene 
which was likely to afford them so 
favourable a field. As soon as the 
darkness had closed, they proceeded 
to more systematic outrages. A party 
went to the house in Berkeley -square, 
which Mr Lethbridge formerly inha- 
bited/ and began to break the windows. 
The present owner, whose wife was 
at that time lying dead in the house, 
came out, and the pop'ulace, finding 
their mistake, went on to Mr Yorke’s, 
broke the windows, and window 
frames, and covered the house with 
mud. They then proceeded to Lord 
Chatham’s, to the Duke of Mon- 
trose’s, Lord Westmoreland’s, and Sir 
R.Peele’s, every where committing the 
same outrages. They broke some of 
Lord Er^kine’s windows, not mista- 
king the house, but because, now that 
sport was begun, any man wlio was 
conspicuous was considered ;r fit ob- 
ject, and many houses of individuals, 
who were altogether unknown to the 
mob, were assailed in pure wanton- 
ness. Marquis Wellesley’s house, 
and Mr Wellesley Pole’s suffered 
much. At Sir John* Anstruther’s, 
they destroyed the chandeliers and 
some of the furniture, as well as the 
windows. A cry was set up, To 
Windham’s, to Windham’s ! but the 
rabble did not know where he lived. 
They found the way to Lord Castle- 
reagh’s, Lord Dartmouth’s, and Mr 
Perceval’s ; but by this the Horse- 
guards were ordefed out, and several 
corps of volunteers were called to 
quarters. * 

" About eleven at night, *a notion 
prevailed that S/i* -Francis was not to 
be sent to the Tower, and the mob in 
Piccadilly and St Jamcf s-street in-, 
si sted upon an illumination in honour 
of his triumph. Those who refused, 
or who did not instantly obey, had 
their windows broken. At midnight, 


the streets were in a blaze of light % 
but the dragoons, in larger or smaller 
bodies, were now scouring the streets 
in that vicinity, and by two o’clock 
the mob dispersed* All that had 
hitherto passed did not convince the 
govern mdit that effectual measures 
ought instantly to be used ; and Mr 
Colman was suffered,, on the follow- 
ing morning, to makeanotlur attempt, 
which he himself thought hopeless. 
At half past sift, he went once more 
to Sir Francis’s house, attended by 
.Mr Clementson,*two messengers from 
the n .•use of Commons, and about 
twenty police officers. Early as the 
hour was, they v "'re told that Sir 
Francis was not at home, and that it 
was not known when he would he 
in. Upon this Mr Colman, leaving 
a messenger in the hall of the house, 
set off for Wimbledon, supposing Sir 
Francis was at his residence there : 
he found that this was not the case, 
returned to town, gave the warrant 
to the messenger who was left in Pic- 
cadilly, and then went to his own 
house for a short time. Sir Fran- 
cis had gone to breakfast with Mr 
O’Connor, after which he took a 
ride in the Park, certain that he should 
not be looked for there, and then 
returned home. There he saw the mes- 
senger, who gave him the warrant, 
and said he was ordered to remain 
with him. Sir Francis put the wai- 
ranl in his pocket, saying, My friend, 
This h no^ a sufficient warrant, you 
may return and inform the speaker 
that’ I will not obey it. — The messen- 
ger replied, that his orders re to 
remain, and remain he mu.*.t, unless 
he were forced to withdraw'. Mr 
O’Connor then led him down stairs 
to the door, There is the door open, 
said ht ; you must go ; but it is riot 
my practice to be so uncivil as to lay- 
violent hands on any one, and I hope 
9 
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you will not make it nectary now* 
The messenger accordingly*, feeling 
that sufficient iompulbion for all legal 
purposes had been used, went away. 

Mr Colman by this time had heard 
of Sir Francis’s return, and pnee more 
hastened to Hia house. The door was 
opened a little way to him, being se- 
cured Within by a chain, and as soon 
as he told his name, the servant repli- 
ed, that he could not qomein, and shut 
the door upon him. The crcAvd was 
now very great, expending through 
Piccadilly, beyond Berkeley-street On* 
the one side, and as far as Claiges- 
street on the other. Placards, ad- 
dressed to the people, were stuck up in 
several parti of the city, particularly 
in the neighbourhood of the Tower. 
About noon, a troop of the Life- 
guards,%nd a company of the Foot- 
guards took post before Sir Francis’s 
house ; the infantry on the pavement 
about the house, the cavalry on the op- 
posite Side of the street facing them. 
This did not prevent the populace 
from pursuing the same course as on 
the preceding day, and compelling 
all who passed to pull off their hats. 
At 'length the Life-guards were or- 
dered to clear the street ; the mob 
retreated wherever they appeared, but 
rallied as soon as they were gone, and 
things appeared so serious, that it 
was thought proper to read the riot 
act. During this transaction, Sir 
Francis from time to time shewed 
himself at the window, whefe he wJs 
cheered by jhe huzzas of the popu- 
lace, He was visited during the 
day by his colleague Lord Cochrane, 
by 'Lord Folkestone, Mr Curran, 
Colonel Wardle, Mr Madocks, Ma- 
jor Cartwright and Mr Boswell ; Earl 
Thanet also, Mr Coke of Norfolk, 
and Mr Whitbread called upon him $ 
and they represented to him strongly 
the propriety of yielding obedience to 
vol. i. 


the warrant, how that enough had 
been done to constitute a case for the 
trial of the right. His other friends 
seemed not to' ha?e advised him so 
wisely ; and he himself replied, that 
his mind was made up on the ques- 
tion.. In the evening he sent the fol- 
lowing letter to the sheriff of Mid- 
dlesex 

o 

“•Gentlemen,*— In furtherance 
of an attempt to deprive me of my li- 
berty, under the authority of an in- 
strument which I know to be illegal, 
viz. a warrant by the speaker of the 
House of Common6| my house is, at 
this moment, beset by a military force. 

“ As I am determined never to 
yield a voluntary obedience to an act 
contrary to the laws, I am resolved 
to resist the execution of such a var- 
iant, by all the legal means in my 
power ; and as you are the constitu- 
tional officers appointed to protect 
the inhabitants of your bailiwick from 
violence *and oppression, from what- 
ever quarter they may come, I make 
this requisition to you, gentlemen, to 
furnish me with your aid, with whieh 
the laws have provided you, either by* 
calling out the Posse Comitatus, or 
such other as the case and circum- 
stances may require. 

“ It is for you to consider how 
far you may be liable, should I, by 
any unlawful force, acting under an 
yuAlawful authority, be taken from my 
house. 

“ I have the* honour to be, gen- 
tlemen, your ^ery obedient humbly 
servant. Fit jtncis BtfnoEi i .* 

“ Piccadilly, April 7, 181*0.” 

» 

* The government bad expected no 
other difficulty in executing the war- 
rant, than what a few peace officers, 
or at the worst the appearance of a 
troop of horse would dissipate. They 

•t i G 
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did not expect the sort of resistance 
which Sir Francis made, and were 
wholly unprepared for it. Sir Fran- 
cis himself seems #ot to have known 
when ,he began,' how far lie should 
proceed ; his language and liis letter 
to Me Colman, # if not intended r di- 
rectly to deceive him, which it would 
be every Way injurious to Sir Francis 
to suppose, clearly meant what Mr 
Colman understood it to mean, t that 
he would go with him the next morn- 
ing to the Tower. That gentleman’s 
courtesy, the indecision or the execu- 
tive government, the ilattery of the 
mob perhaps, aiul probably the ad- 
vice and encouragement of mischie- 
vousmen, induced him to carry his re- 
sistance to a point, for which no ex- 
cise can be admitted, because all be- 
yond what was necessary to consti- 
tute a legal case, could be produc- 
tive of nothing but tumult and dan- 
ger. It was upon the Saturday morn- 
ning that he made up his resolution 
to barricade his house ; had" that re- 
solution been taken earlier, he would 
not for a day and half have exposed 
himself to capture. In proportion 
as the magistrates acted with timidi- 
ty, he and his party, as a necessary con- 
sequence, became audacious. Their 
indecision arose from a scruple whe- 
ther or not it was lawful to use force in 
executing the speaker’s warrant: now 
it»is apparent, that i£such a warrant 
cannot be enforced, it is in rtfalitygodtih 
for nothing $ but instead of looking 
fpr the solution of the scruple in that 
principle of commoi^ sense, upon 
which all cotnxnto law is founded, the 
magistrates and the ministers were 
anxious to find out cates and pre- 
cedents, Sand obtain* opinions which 
might justify an act, 4 not only in itself 
justifiable, but now became absolute- 
ly necessary to the peace and safety 
of the metropolis. Oft the afternoon 


of Saturday, Mr Perceval advised the. 
serjeant-at-arms to take the attorney- 
general’s opinion. Todbtain this it was 
necessary to have a case legally drawn, 
up : in drawing up the case a blunder 
was made ; instead of the warrant 
to the serjeant to take the body, that 
to. the lieutenant of the Tower to-'re- 
ceive the body was inserted ; and far- 
ther delay was -occasioned that this 
might be recti fie/1. The opinion which 
Sir Victory Gibbs delivered, breathed 
the same indecisive spirit, which it 
Un expected to remedy. “ No in- 
stance, he said, having been stated to 
him in which the outer door of a 
house had been broken open under 
the speaker’s warrant ; and presuming 
that no such instance was to be found, 
he must therefore form his opinion al- 
together upon cases which have arisen 
upon the execution of writs or war- 
rants issuing from other courts, .And 
which seem to fall within the same 
principle. It is laid down, that where 
the king is a party, the sheriff, may 
break open the defendant’s house, 
cither to arrest him, or to do other ex- 
ecution of the king’s process, if other- 
wise he cannot enter, though he cannot 
break into a house at the suit of an 
individual ; the distinction proceed- 
ing upon the greater importance of 
enforcing the process of the crown for 
the public benefit, than that of indi- 
viduals for the support of their private 
k right. Reasoning frOm hence, the 
attorney-general said, he should think 
that the speaker’s warrant to appre-. 
hend a man, under sentence of cpm- 
mitment for a breach of the privileges 
of the House of Commons, might] be 
executed in the same manner with cri- 
minal process in the name of the king ; 
inasmuch as those privileges were gi- 
ven to the House of Commons for 
the benefit of the public only, ^and 
the public are interested in the due 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


99 


Chap. 3.] 

support of them. 1 * So far the rea- that in issuing^the warrant he had done 
coning W44* clear, and the opinion his duty 9 and he doubted tiot that 
conclusive, But What followed was the sheriffs would do theirs. Mr 
little calculated to remove any appre- Sheriff Wood's political opinions led 
Tiension of responsibility which the him to take part in his feelings de- 
cerjeant-at^rms mightreaspnablyfeel, cidedl/with Sir Francis, lather than 
when he saw so little decision in those witji the government, which „ by its 
who ought to have directed him, and forbearance, had suffered itself so un- 
in whom he should have had conii- worthily to be brought into a contest 
dence, “ If,' 1 the attorney-geiseral with him. He therefore considered 
continued, u the act had been done, the letter which he had received as 
and I were asked whether itbould be u an intimation of a disturbance, of 
defended, I should fay that it could which, as conservator of the peace, he 
but when it is previously known that * was bound to take official notice 
the execution of the warrant will be so going to Sir Francis, and being 
resisted by force, and if death should requested by him to pass the night in 
ensue in such a conflict, the officer the house, for the pui pose of protect- 
whe executes the warrant would stand ing it by the civil power against mili- 
justified or not, as the breaking of tary force, he readily consented. In 
the hou*e may be held lawful or un- the course of the evening, he saw his 
lawful,— -I feel myself obliged tobru g colleague Mr Sheriff Atkins, and they 
Jthfa Omfor his notice, leaving him to jointly addressed a letter to the so 
judge t bt himself, whether he will cretary of state, enclosing a copy of 
venture* to act upon my opinion, Sir Francis's letter, and requiring his 
which has no direct authority in point instructions how to act in conse- 
to support it, but rests upon reason- quence. Mr Ryder replied, that it 
ing from other cases." Mr Colman was not for him to enter into the rea- 
‘was thus left in doubt whether he soning of Sir Francis Burdett's let- 
should *not become subject to an in- ter ; but he could have no doubt that 
dictment for murder, if any person they would feel it their duty to give 
were killed in the contest which was so every assistance which might be re- 
ltkely to ensue ; and whether it would quired of them in aid of the speaker’s 
be murder, if any person in that con- warrant, rather than in resistance to 
test should think proper to kill him. it. The two sheriffs remained in Sir 
Meantime the agitation of the pub- Francis's house till between two and 
lie mind continually increased, and three in the njorniiig ; then feeling 
the popplace became bolder, belie- ✓a&sured tT&t no attempt would be 
ving, as they had industridusly been made to enter it during the darkness, 
taught, thaji Sir Francis was engaged they returned lame. The attorney- 
in resisting \n invasion of the Jaws, general had given it as his opinion^ 
and that their zeal was displayed in that it was not ad'rfsable to execute 
defence of the laws and institutions of the warrant in the night ; and even 
the country. Mr Sheriff Wood, on without suebau opinion, it would have 
receiving Sir Francis's letter, com- Seen felt that such an act could only 
municated it first to the lord mayor, properly be done in open day. Du- 
and then went to the speaker, and ring the evening and night of Satur- 
rcqpired his information and advice day, the populace were prevented by 
upon the subject. The speaker said, the military from renewing the out- 
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rages of the preceding ftight. Some 
mischief however ensued, from the 
riotous disposition which had been 
excited ; a party the light' dra- 
goons were , mistaken for Germans, 
from the foolery of their trappings, 
and this error exasperated the people, 
among whom so many inflammatory 
declamations against foreign troops 
had been circulated. The military 
were hooted and pelted, and several 
shots were fire 4 at them : they bore 
these insults and outrages with ex- 
emplary forbearance ; and even after 
one of their comrades had been shot 
with a ball through the jaw, they 
were not allowed to load their pistols 
till the magistrates had once .more 
endeavoured to repress the tumult. 
This was found ineffectual ; the civil 
officers, as well as the military, were 
assaulted with mud and stones. At 
length a few shots were fired by the 
soldiers in self-defence, and one man 
in Piccadilly was mortally wounded. 

On Sunday, at seven o’clock, the 
serjeant-at-arms, with a party of po- 
lice officers, once more demanded en- 
trance»at Sir Francis’s door in vain. 
Messengers were then stationed to 
watch the house, and Mr Colman 
and his deputy remained alternately 
in the neighbourhood, waiting to ap- 
prehend him in case he should come 
out. The weather happened to be 
fine, and the idlers {herefore being 
abroad, the concourse of people wal 
far greater than it had been on the 
preceding days ; and & their numbers 
increasea they became f more riotous, 
and began to irfsult and annoy the 
soldiers, hissing and groaning at them, 
and attacking them witk stones and 
mudfel^Jphey bore all this with the tem- 
per bt Englishmen. One of the mob 
.threw a handful of mud into the Lee 
of a dragoon ; he wiped off the filth, 
rode up to the fellow, and exclaimed, 


You rascal 1 if I hadn’t a sword and 
pistols, I would get off my; horse, and 
break every bone in your skin— -don’t 
do so again 1” About one o’clock., 
the two sheriffs waited again on Si7 
Francis. Mr Wood had no doubts 
as to the illegality of the warrant, nor 
as to the course which it would he 
his duty to pursue. His colleague, 
Mr 'Atkins, was of a different opi* 
nion ; the warrant, bethought, must: 
be legal,” because it directed that the' 
^officer of the IJouse of Commons 
should call on all mayors, sheriffs, 
magistrates and others, to assist 
in its execution. Mr Sheriff Wood 
went to the magistrates, who were 
assembled at the Gloucester Coffee- 
house, and, according to his own ac- 
count, remonstrated with theftfjagainst 
ordering the soldiers to act,, tilling 
them that if any death ensued, , he* 
would indict them for murtfef# f $Tfae 
magistrates, however, publicly contra- 
dicted this, affirming that they never 
heard him use any such threatening 
language, and that his interference 
did not in any way prevent them from 
doing what they conceived to be their 
duty. The Life-guards continued 
patiently to bear the insults of the 
mob ; they repeatedly requested them 
to desist ; sometimes they presented 
their pistols, hoping to intimidate 
them, and sometimes made a shew of 
charging. All these means were in- 
\ effectual ; and the Life-guards, being 
at last ptovoked beyond all endu- 
rance, made a charge, yet so as to 
disperse the mob withbut injuring 
them. The mob opened before them, 
and fled in all directions ; but tKey 
rallied as soon' as the guards returned 
to their post, and the 3ame threaten- 
ing symptoms continued till about 
dusk. Then it began to rain, and 
this drove away most of those wljom 
mere idleness or curiosity had assem- 
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bled. The mote mischievous spirits 
kept their ground. Having been dri- 
ven from the west end of Piccadilly, 
jthey made . the inhabitants from the 
<kst end of Cotentry-street and St 
James’s Church, whom they had bet 
fore forced *to illuminate, put out 
theSr lights about ten o’clock, and at 
the same time they broke all the lamps 
oh both sides of the way. This made 
it evident (as was oijcc the case on a 
more serious occasion at Dublin) that 
some scheme of mischief was going 
on. They carried away the ladders 
and scaffolding from a house which 
was under repair near Vigo-lane, and 
with these materials formed a barri- 
cade across Piccadilly, towards which 
they endeavoured to allure the caval- 
ry, hoping that they would come on 
in full gallop, and thus he thrown. 
This artifice was discovered, and a 
patty of foot soldiers soon broke down 
their works of defence. The rain be- 
came heavier towards midnight, and 
produced the same effect in quieting 
the town which the hour of dinner 
used to do at Paris in the days of the 
Fronde. 

"Meantime, on Sunday night the 
serjeant-at-arms succeeded in convin- 
cing the secretary of state that mi- 
litary assistance would be necessary 
to carry the warrant into effect. 
Sir Francis, expecting that Monday 
morning would put an end to the 
farce oi;tragefdy of his resistance, pr<^* 
pared to give as much stage effect as 
possible tcv the catastrophe ; and. with 
that intent} as soon as breakfast was 
over, began to hear his son, an Eton 
boy, read and construe Magna Ciiarta. 
A ladder was placed against the house, 
and one of the peace officers ascend- 
ed, lifted up the sash of the room in 
which the JFamily were assembled, and 
attempted to enter. Mr O’Connor 
run up to him. An account, which 
evidently came from good authority, 


states, that it. would have been easy 
for Mr O’Connor to have thrown litis 
person off the ladder into the area $ 
but Sfr Francis called out not to hurt 
the man, and this gentleman « con- 
tented himself with putting one hand 
to his breast, and with the other shut- 
ting tjje window ’most prudently, 
— for if he had not so contented him- 
self, he would probably ha vebetn very 
littlq contented with the legal conse- 
quences which would have ensued. 

Having been baffled in this attempt, 
the police officers descended into the 
area, broke open a window, and enter- 
ed. Mr O’Conno^ who ran down 
stairs to see if all was safe below, 
came too late : they made their way 
up stairs, and the serjeant-at-arms fol- 
lowed and addressed the baronet, say- 
ing, « Sir Francis, you are my pri- 
soner.” “ By what authority do you 
act ?” said Sir Francis ; “ by what 
ower, sir, have you broken into my 
ouse, in violation of the laws of the 
land ?”* Mr Colman replied, " Sir 
Francis, my authority is in my hand ; 
it is the warrant of the right honour- 
able the. Speaker of the House of 
Commons.” u That,” rejoined Sir 
Francis, u is no sufficient warrant ; 
no, not to arrest my person in the open 
street, much less to break open my 
house in violation of all law. If you 
have a warrant from his majesty, or 
from a proper officer of the king, I 
»will pay-instafit obedience to it, but 
I will not yield to an illegal order.” 
This was neither the time nor place 
for Mr Column to discuss the legaj 
question. ^Sir Francis,” he replied, 
“ I demand you to»yield in the name 
of the Con\mons Houseof Parliament, 

' and I trust you will not compel me 
to use force. '* I entreat you to be- 
lieve, that I wish to shew you every 
respect.” Sir Francis answered, « I 
tell you distinctly that I Will not vo- 
luntanily^ubmit to an unlawful order ; 
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anti I demand in tlie king's name, and 
in the name of the law, that you forth- 
with retire from my house.” “ Then 
sir,” said the scijeant, “ I must call 
in assistance, and force you to yield,” 
The constables upon this laidthold of 
Sir Francis. Mr Jones Bhrdett and 
Mr O’Connor immediately took 'him 
each by an arm ; the peace officers 
closed on them all three, and drew 
them down stairs. Sir *Francis pro- 
tested in the king's name against this 
violation of his person and his house, 
and told them they were acting at 
their peril. 

A coach was ^ready at the door ; 
the cavalry surrounded it ; Sir Francis 
got in with his brother, the deputy- 
serjeant, and a messenger ; Mr Col- 
man mounted his horse to attend him, 
and they set off with a strong escort up 
Albemarle-street, proceeding round 
by way of Islington. They went at 
a good rate, and it being earlier than 
the mob assembled, they had past np 
Albemarle-street before it was known 
that be was apprehended. A cry 
was then set up, “ They have taken 
him, they have dragged him out of 
bis house.'* It spread almost instan- 
taneously ; and before the cavalcade 
reached the Tower, the streets in its 
vicinity through which he was to pass 
were completely filled with people. 
Preparations had been made for his re- 
ception on Friday. Earl Moira, as go- 
vernor of the Toyrer, arrived there at 
ten o'clock that morning to recefrehim 
in person, and many ttpusands waited 
about the gates and in the*adjoining 
avedues, notwithstanding the rain, du- 
ring the whole day. Others, suppo- 
sing t ha tSir Francis woultf be brought 
by water,' crowded to the wharfs, and' 
lined tHe Hank ft of the river. The 
&ame expectation continued on Sat r- 
day j that part of the river opposite 
the Tower was crowded with boats. 


Placards were^ stuck tig in tl*e city, 
and particularly in the neighbourhood 
of the Tower; On£ of them was in 
these words : ** Britons, protect Bur- 
den !’* But though the government 
had not by timely vigour prevented 
all this agitation,' they t‘ook effectual 
precautions against the consequences 
which jit was so likely to produce, 
and, called out such a military force as 
had never been ^een in the metropolis 
before. * Besides the volunteers; it is 
said that above 19,000 horse and foot 
WCre collected inland round London ; 
and about 15,000 more, from differ- 
ent parts of the country, haltedwithin 
a day’s march. W bile the serjeant-at- 
arms escorted his prisoner by a cir- 
cuitous way, to avoid as much as pos- 
sible the crowded streets, tqjfo batta- 
lions of foot guards marched by the 
shortest route, through the 
Mr Colman had pi^vious^see^^tbe 
lord mayor, and obtained nift permis- 
sion that the civil and military escort 
from Westminster might be allowed 
to enter the city. It was so arranged, 
in respect for the civil power and the 
rights of the city, that the chy-mar- 
slial met these troops at Temple Bar, 
and headed them. They drew up 
three deep before the Tower gates, 
covering the entrance. Shortly after 
the escort arrived, the light dragoons 
cleared the way, and the coach drove 
to the Tower gates, amid the huzzas 

the mob, and their Shouts of Bur- 
deit for ever ! Sir Francis alighted 
there, and was received wjjh the usual 
ceremonies, and the gate was imme- 
diately shut. 

The populace this day had hither- 
to committed little violence, curiosity 
and expectation had occupied them too 
much. They had hooted and hissed 
the troops ; and some of. the rabble, 
who had secured themselves from the 
horse within the paling, _threw stones 
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. at the cavalry, , In return for these 
insults, some of the mob were driven 
into the Tower ditch, where there 
. waa just water enough to wet them, 
jffiut on the return of the troops there 
was nothing to distract the attention 
of the people ; they bedame outra- 
geous, and pelted the soldiers with 
stones and mqd, till these brave men, 
who had the feelings of Englishmen 
a3 well as themselves, could forbear 
no longer, Severaf shots v^ere fired, 
and about eight persons wounded, 
two of them niQrtally. The soldiers 
thus made way for themselves through 
Fenchurch-street, then crossing over 
London Bridge, returned to the 
Horse Guards by way of Westmin- 
ster Bridge. 

W hen the house met in the even- 
ing, the speaker laid Sir Francis’s 
letter before them; the rest of the 
'sitting was employed in examining 
the serjeant-at-arms, respecting the 
events which had occurred, as tar as 
he was concerned. Sir J. Anstru- 
ther said, <c It was not a subject upon 
which he could speak very coolly, 

' whence recollected, that, owing to a 
remissness in some quarter or other, 
the lives of his wife and children had 
been for a long time endangered. It 
appeared that ministers had not ta- 
ken any steps whatever to provide 
against consequences which migh£ 
have been so easily foreseen ; the sort 
of advice which they had given tp 
the serjeant was, « Go and extcifle 
your warrant : you shall have all pos- 
able aid, both civil and military, but 
then we can’t 3ay how far you may 
lawfully go ; never mind, however ; 
do your duty, and then no matter 
whether in the event you are hanged* 
for it or not.” The attorney-gene- 
ral, in reply, attempted to throw the 
fylame upon Mr Colman, u who,” 
«he said, “ had twice through himself, 


and once through his deputy, the op. 
portunity of 'taking Sir Francis Jlnto 
custody : in either case, any resist- 
ance made afterwards must have been 
construed into a lcscue, which would 
have fylly warranted the breaking into 
his house.” — There was something 
neither very just nor very generous 
in thus censuring Mr Colman, upon 
whom so heavy a responsibility had - 
been thrown. At first he had delay- 
ed # to apprehend Sir Francis from 
that courtesy which he conceived due 
from one gentleman to another, and 
being deceived by an ambiguous an- 
swer ; afterwards, it was not extraor- 
dinary that he hesitated how to act, 
when those persons of the highest 
.authority, tp whom he naturally look- 
ed for instructions, knew not how to 
advise him. 

On the following even- 
ing, the letter of Sir April 10. 
Francis was taken into 
consideration. Mr Curwen began 
the discussion, by declaring, “ that 
if, when the former question was before 
the house, he hadknownthat Sir Fran- 
cis intended altogether deny the 
right of the house to imprison, he 
should not have voted against his 
committal as he then did. What the 
principles of the honourable baronet 
were, could hardly now be doubted. 
He was now compelled to think, that 
the former letter was part of a sys- 
tem determined on for bringing the 
House of Cotnntons into contempt, 
and if the house had not taken no- 
tice of it in t5e manner they did, they 
would RavJ been dragged into sojneS- 
thing else, and ’’have had to meet 
other and farther attacks. Under 
such circumstances, whatever might 
be his opinion of ministers, it was nis 
duty to support the government, and 
he would not move any thing which 
had a tendency to diminish its autho- 
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rity. The present, lettpr was a trap 
for the house ; if any proceeding 
should te had upon it, the expulsion 
of Sir Francis must be the conse- 
quence, by which a licence for tumult 
would be given during the fourteen 
days of a new election : the military 
must as that time be withdrawn, and 
evils still more serious than had al- 
ready occurred might be expected. 
Thinking, therefore, that the wisest, 
as well as the most becoming course, 
was to consign this letter to the ob- 
livion which it deserved, he moved 
that the farther consideration of it 
should be postponed for six months. 1 * 
Mr Davies Gidd)f seconded the mo- 
tion \ he also had voted against the com- 
mittal, “ not,” he said, “ as question- 
ing the offence, but thinking it bet- 
ter not to have recourse to this seve- 
rity in the first instance ; being satis- 
fied that if the offence was the result 
of bad intention, a future occasion 
would be given for the exercise of the 
ultimate power of the house. Con- 
scious himself of rectitude of inten- 
tion, he was slow in ascribing impro- 
per motives to others ; but ne could 
not now give Sir Francis Burdett 
credit even for rectitude of intention.’?,. 

Mr Adam, who spoke next, spoke 
for the purpose of condemning mi- 
nisters, as highly culpable. “ They 
ought,” he said, u to have known the 
effect of the warrant. It was a war- 
rant in execution, not In mg/m pro-, 
cess, (a term inapplicable to a parlia- 
mentary warrant,) issued for an of- 
fence which that hous% declared to 
ftaye been committed. «Th*ey were 
not to go to cou^tt of law for their 
information. They stood on the law 
of parliament, which was Jiart of the . 
law ‘of the land, and founded on rea- 
son. They were entitled to every 
assistance jthat /night be requisite — 
to that, of sheriffs, magistrates, po 


lice officers, not polyirt .Middlesex# . 
but in Surrey, , nay, to^be Si whole 
posse comitatw of the Whole king- . 
dom, to eiiforce obedience to, a war- . 
rant of apprehension, for anaqt which! 
the House of Conupaona had pronoun- 
ced to be adrime, Yet, down totwen- 
ty-four hours before the warrant was 
executed, they did 4iot«know whether 
they % were entitled to break open the 
door ! What confidence, then, was 
to be placed in their judgement, Tri . 
their knowledge, Or in their determi- 
nation?” < i 

To this Mr Perceval replied, " that 
it was most unmat to lay tathe charge 
of ministers the limitation in acting 
upon a warrant, the execution of 
which depended not upon them, but 
upon the discretion of the pnoper of- 
ficer, whose duty it was to baVe exe- 
cuted it at his peril. What would 
these arraignersof administration have 7 
said, if, at a time when one of the she* 
rifFs was proclaiming that the inter- 
ference of the military was uncousti- 
tutional, the ministers had taken the 
warrant out of the hands of the pro- 
per officer who hesitated, and execu- 
ted it themselves ! I trust,” he con- 
tinued, “ that it will always be the 
unalterable principle of the govern- 
ment of this country to leave the law 
to its course, taking care, however, 
jthat the public security shall not be 
endangered.” Then passing to the 
sub ject more immediately before them, 

** lie had .seen,” he said, «« in the 
former letter, every thing ^which ap- 
peared in the one now under consi- 
deration ; he had seen that the object 
of the writer was to revile the House 
of Commons, and* to bring it, if pos- 
sible, into universal contempt. Any , 
farther severity he readily agreed was 
unnecessary, and would be inexpe- 
dient ; but to pass the offence over 
without notice, on the ground of doii* 



Chap. 3 .J HISTORY OF 1 * ' m ' r ' " 10S 


tempts was,kndiv<mid appear equivo- 
cal. The* bouse, although it would 
not suffer imli td'bc entrapped, must 
take care not fci$*hrihk from its duty. 
The former p^niBltnfifetitwae for a defi- 
anceof themtthoritj^pfthat house, the 
present wasbift a continuation of that 
defisfoceyi$was, however, a great ag- 
gravation of the offence to repeat it. 
He should therefore prop ose a reso- 
lution to this effect, that' the letter 
which Sir Francis Burdett had writ- 
ten to the speaker, was a high 'ag- 
gravation of his offence ; but that) as * 
his commitment to the Tower * had 
been executed, the' house 'did hot 
think it necessary to proceed further 
upon the said letter. Upon the 
principle there was no difference of 
opinion) $dd if any member could re- 
commend & mode of proceeding thore 
cony&^fct With the dignity of the 
housed aiidat the same time best cal- 
culated; to avoid those consequences 
which were apprehended From farther 
proceedings, he would readily -assent 
to it.” 

' These expressions were seized by 
Mr ^Whitbread. ** The right ho- 
nourable gentleman,” he said, " was 
at length willing to attend to the 
dictates of expediency 1 he and his 
friends were disposed at last to con- 
sider consequences, — they were come 
to their senses, and were of opinion 
now, that the sooner the matter could 
be laid aj; rest the better. He was as # 
ready as any to maintain, that the war- 
rant of the speaker was complete, and 
of jll others ought to be omnipotent; 
that if good for any thing it was good 
fof every thing, and that' it authori- 
zed the breaking open of doorfc, if 
necessary in order to enforce its exe- 
cution. If it were not invested with 
that authority, what was to become 
of the most important functions of 
that house ? How were witnesses to 


be 'brought to she bar, as' in the re- 
cen investigation respectin g the Duke 
of Y ork ? how was tne house to come , 
at varidus points of information ma- 
terial to the performance of its first, 
duties? tn a word, if the speaker’s 
warrant were not omnipotent, what 
was become of the inquisitorial 
character of that house ? It was im- 
possible th^t the people could be so 
insenybletb their own best interests, 
could be so besotted as to entertain a 
wish of wrenching from the house a 
power so essential to all the good 
purposes of its institution. Let it 
be recollected, tha£ although the 
House of Commons had erred from 
its duty in many instances, it ought 
not to be deprived of those privileges 
which were nidispensible to its utili- 
ty and power, whenever it should be- 
come in its constitution and conduct 
more conformable to the opinion and 
the interest of the pepple. That it 
must become so conformable, hecould 
entertairf little doubt. Indeed, the 
cause of reform was making rapid 
progress— within the last month, ma- 
ny, very many, converts ha<\ been 
made to that cause. Let it then be 
asked, in what state the house would 
be placed in the event of a reform, if 
stripped of the power under discus- 
sion ? The crown was known to have 
a considerable influence in that house 
and elsewhere ; and what must the peo- 
ple expect to b<fthe inclination of that 
influence in the event of refoi m ? Must 
they not calculate upon it- hostility; 
and what* power could a reformed 
House of Co&mon^rhave ofc counter*- 
acting that hostility? if it* warrant 
were not effective ? Upon tvr- ground 
therefore, most particularly, . speak- 
er’s warrant ought to be LiUnlpo-* 
tent.” 

Mr Whitbread then spoke of the ^ 
injustice with which the serjeaut-at- 
• / 
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arms had been ^ensured, and called 
upon the house to consider the situa- 
tion of that officer ; exhausted as he 
was by so many sleepless nights, and 
left without any.Secisive advice or ade- 
quate means to enforce the warrant 
with which he was intrusted. “ Minis- 
ters,^ he said, had taken credit to 
themselves for not having premature- 
ly called out the military } but why 
had they not called in the civil power 
sooner ? Why had they not formed 
a decisive opinion upon the power of 
the warrant which they had issued ? * 
In 1780, when it was proposed to 
take the opinio? of the judges as to 
the mode of quelling the riots, a 
great man exclaimed, * What ! wait 
for the opinion of the judges, when 
in a few hours all London may he in 
flames ! No ; let us act immediately, 
and take the responsibility upon our- 
selves. 3 — But our ministers were not 
so courageous, — they shrunk from the 
occasiou, and now endeavoured to 
shelter themselves by the censure of 
a subordinate officer. Mr Curwen 
had said that he would stand by the 
goveyiment, that we ought at such a 
crisis to rally round ministers. But 
could heseridusly call upon the house 
to rally round a rush*-*— to rely upon 
weakness ? could he seriously talk 
thus, after the proofs of imbecillity 
and vacillation, which those ministers 
had so recently afforded? If he means 
to rally round tlje laW ofrthe cons<.i-« 
tution,” said Mr\Vhitbrcad, « round 
the speaker’s warrar? when properly 
issued, I will cheerfully join him ; but 
if hitf rallying point is to be the pre- 
sent ministers, he may set off as soon 
as he pleases. I shall ,stay where I 
am, and? beg leave to decline any sinfn 
•connection.” 

Earl Temple condemned the mi- 
nistry in language equally strong. 

** Their hesitating imbecillity, ,, he 
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said, “ had brought on .all the mis- 
chief, and he looked upon, them as 
answerable for all the blood which 
had been shed. 3 * Mr Williams Wynn 
censured them, but? in more moderate 
terms. « The charge against them,” 
he said, “ was not thaf they had not 
employed the military in tjhe tirtft in- 
stance, but that the secretary of state, 
being at the head of the civil power, 
had not employed it so soon as he 
ought 4o have done. A few consta- 
bles on the Friday would have disper- 
sedthe mob, whose ringleaders on that 
day were but a set of boys.”' Mr 
Wynn, with his usual fairness, excul- 
pated the seijeant-at-arms, who, he 
said, had a right to expect that those 
who supported the issue of the war- 
rant, should have pointed out to him 
how it was to be executed, v Upon 
the powers of that warrant, main- 
tained the same high constitutional 
opinion as Mr Adam, and regretted 
that those powers should be weaken- 
ed, by being placed on lower grounds 
than those upon which they actually 
rested. In his view of the paper be- 
fore the bouse, and of the manner in 
which it was proper to notice it, he 
agreed with Mr Perceval, recom- 
mendingonly that the resolution might 
be so worded as to pass unanimously, 
though lie himself had no objection 
to it as it at present stood. 

There have been few discussions in 
parliament, iu which individual as well 
a£ party character so strikingly dis- 
played itself. Mr Wynn and. Mr 
Adam, while they were carefu] to 
express their opposition to ministers, 
censured them only for the point in 
which they deserved censure,, aud be- 
cause they seemed to have compro- 
mised the constitutional rights of par- 
liament. Mr Whitbregd, indulging 
more in animosity, spoke upon the 
conduct of Sir Francis and tne ques- 
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tion at issue, as if; he regarded the 
temper of the populace* at least as 
much as the jyr&ileges and honour of 
the house* If an expulsion were to, 
take place/* he said, u all must know 
what * an election . for , Westminster 
was^ and all ftiust calculate upon the 
consequences of Sir FranciVs re-elec* 
tion ; an expulsion* therefore* was a 
proposition not / be entertained e$en 
upon this ground. B f ut he disclaimed 
all sense of fear, as among the causes 
of his opinion: he was not afraid 
of the consequences* of conspiracies' 
among any set of persons* nor did he 
believe in the existence of any con- 
spiracies ; neither did he mean to cast 
any censure upon Sir Francis* al- 
though he must say* that if the ho- 
nourable baronet had confined him- 
self to a -proper shew of resistance* 
instead of proceeding to extremities* 
he would have placed his popularity 
uport' a throne from which it could 
never be dislodged. For ministers 
were not to imagine that their manner 
of viewing things was general* nor 
that the country was filled with law- 
yers and attornies like themselves* 
likdy and competent to make dis- 
tinctions between the validity and va- 
lue of a warrant. Their conduct had 
made as many converts to the doc- 
trines of Sir Francis* as his qwn ar- 
guments had done $ and numerous were 
the converts who had been made. 
Henceforth, therefore, let the house, 
beware of doing things whereof they 
could not ilearly foresee the conse- 
quence. There were few* he believed, 
who did not nuw regret the vote of 
committal which they had given upon 
the proposition of Mr Perceval, or at 
least wnat he had proposed through 
another.” For Mr Whitbread did not 
scruple again to assert what had al- 
ready been so positively denied. Sir 
Samuel Romilly spoke more tempe- 


rately, but with the same drift *. 4i He 
had no hesitation in stating his sense 
of the gross impropriety of the letter* 
and his astonishment at' the whole 
conduct of Sir Francis since the vote 
of commitment* when he might as 
well have chosen to try the legal 
right on a motion for* an Habeal Cor - 
pus, or an action for false imprison- 
ment* ag put it to the chance pf an 
indictment for murder. He for one 
had foreseen the consequences of that 
vote. And as* to supporting the 
dignity of the house, those who talk- 
ed most of its dignity opposed the 
.expulsion of Sir Fluids* from the 
idea, that not only the rabble, but 
that the house-holders of the great 
city of Westminster, conceived the 
house to be so much in the wrong* 
that they would undoubtedly re-elect 
him. What kind of dignity* then* 
was that which had no reference to 
character, or to the opinion of the 
country ?” — -Lord Cochrane spoke 
with moVe consistency, maintaining* in 
manly but temperate language* that 
the House of Commons was not jus- 
tified in committing for an offence 
cognizable by the laws of the coun- 
try, and that it 9 officer, in the execu- 
tion of a warrant issued by its order* 
was not authorised inbreakingiuto the 
house of any of his majesty’s subjects. 
The house would most efficaciously 
uphold its dignity* by proving to the 
people the* tlftir actions were strict- 
ly correct and patriotic* than by any 
attempt to restrain the people from 
discussing their actions* under the , 
•hallow pretext of r an undefined pii- 
vilege. — Lord Cochrane has often 
been mistaken* and often misled ; the 
Vorst injury which the radical re- 
formers have 3one the country, has 
been by depriving it of his services* 
and withdrawing him from that career 
which he had so gloriously begun. 

- / 
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But he has the Heart of a British sea- 
man, and to that career it is earnestly 
to be hoped he will return. 

But though S}r Francis fotmd an 
open supporter in his colleague, and 
covert apologists in a few others, his 
conduct received the most decided 
condem nation from members ot all 
parties, who united in expressing their 
indignation. Captain.. Parker, with 
the feelings of a sailor, declared his 
wish that the house would expel him 
at once ; and Mr Beresford, saying 
that lie believed his object Was to over- 
turn the constitution and revolution- 
ize the country, •said he would move 
for his expulsion, if he did not per- 
ceive that the opinion of the house was 
against it. Lord Porchester thought 
no language could be too strong to 
reproach his conduct from beginning 
to end. Sir John Sebright said it 
was the most disgraceful conduct that 
had .ever come under the cognizance 
of the house. Was this his love of 
civil liberty, stirring up a tyrannical 
mob to aid him in the solution of a 
great constitutional question ? And 
Mr Lyttleton declared, that though 
he had lived in terms of friendship 
with Sir Francis, he now abjured 
lum, both as a private and as a political 
frijncl. Mr Perceval’s resolution was 
at 1. ..g 4 h passed, with an alteration 
of Mr Whitbread’s, styling the letter, 
instead of an aggravation of Hi» for- 
mer i#flcnce, “ high ax-d* flagrafft 
breach of the privileges of parlia- 
mci;.” « 

As soon as possible ^ftor his com- 
ffiittal, Sir Fraiftns Burdett, having 
tv course to thos£ legal methods which 
he ought, to have appealed to at first, 
witbpftfTthe danger and bloodshed 
w! licit had so wantonly been occa- 
aioned. st-i ved the speaker with a no- 
tice tliat ft bill Would be filed against 
him in the Court of King's Bench. 


The speaker communicated it to the 
house, and the letter containing this 
notice was entered upon the 
journals, Mr Whitbreadob- April 13. 
serving that it might bethe 
ground of great questions hereafter 
to be tried. A few d'ays 
afterwards, Sir Samuel Ro-, April 16. 
milly moved for the dis- 
charge of John Gale Jones, upon 
the ground thaf. the punishment had 
already* been sufficiently severe for 
the offence. “ As for the custom, 0 
he said, «* of requiring that the per- 
son under confinement should present 
a petition, admitting the justice of 
his sentence, and expressing his con- 
trition ; this might have beeto the pri- 
vilege of religious tribunals, which 
were content to make hypocrites when 
they could not make converts, but 
he hoped it would not be contended 
for by that house. 0 Mr' Ryder re- 
plied, that a recantation was not re- 
quired ; all that was demanded, was 
that the person should express his 
sorrow for having incurred the dis- 
pleasure of the house. John Gale' 
Jones continued a prisoner, =not be- 
cause his offence deserved a longer 
confinement, but because of his desire 
to put the House of Commons at de- 
fiance, and say that he had been the 
person to shew them that they had 
been wrong in all their former prac- 
tice of commitment.— Sir Samuel’s 
motion was supported^by many mcm- 
b&s of gVeat weight ; Mr Canning, 
Mr, Wilberforce, and Mr Adam de- 
clared in favour of it f so also did he 
Master of the Rolls, and Mr Wil- 
liams Wynn, who, referring to the 
case of General Clavering, which had 
been alluded to, said- he had abstain- 
ed from moving for the release of that 
general, because he had conceived that 
it would be a lighter punishment for 
him to remain a month longer, than 
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be brought t q the bar of the house, 
and receive a reprimand from the 
chair. Mr Windham reminded the 
house that a meeting of the West- 
minster electors was to take place on 
the morrow, and if Gale Jones were 
liberated, it lfrould be on the vigil of 
their saint, giving up Barabbas to the 
people, who would not be imposed 
upon by the gift, would ascribe # it 
not to moderation or justice, but to 
fear. 112 members voted for the mo- 
tion, 160 against it. 

On the following tlay the electors 
of Westminster held their meeting in 
Palace-yard, and passed a string of 
resolutions, declaring that K they most 
highly approve. of Sir F. Burdett’s 
letter to his constituents, the subject 
being of the utmost importance, and 
the argument incontrovertible ; that 
his conduct, in calling upon the civil 
power for the. protection of his house 
against a military force, was dictated 
by prudence, knowledge of, and con- 
fidence in, the laws of his country ; 
and that the House of Commons be 
called upon to restore them their be- 
loved representative, and to co-ope- 
rate* immediately with him in his en- 
deavours to procure a fair represen- 
tation of the people in parliament." 
A letter to Sir Francis had been pre- 
pared, which it was resolved should 
be presented by the high bailiff. u We 
feel the indignity," they said in this 
letter, “^which has been offered to. 
you ; but we arc not surprised* ttf 
find that, >yhen every excuse is made 
foj public delinquents, the utmost 
rigour is exercised against him who 
pKads for the ancient and constitu- 
tional rights of the people. You no- 
bly etept forward in defence of a fel- 
low-subject unjustly imprisoned, and 
ou questioned with great ability and 
nowledge of the laws, the warrant 
issued upon that occasion ; the House 


of Commons have answered your ar- 
gument, by breaking into your house 
with a military force, seizing your 
person* and conveying you by a large 
body of troops to the Tower. Your 
distinction bet weenprivilege and pow- 
er remains unaltered the privileges 
of tile House of Commons are ferr the 
protection, not for the destruction of 
the people. We have resolved to re- 
monstrate with the House of Com- 
mons*on the outrages committed un- 
der their orders, and to call upon 
them to restore you to your seat in 
parliament, which the present rtajte 
of the country renders more than ever 
necessary for the furtherance of your 
and our object, — a reform of the repre- 
sentation in that house. While so 
many members are collected together 
by means 4 which it is not necessary 
for us to describe,’ we fcannot but en- 
tertain the greatest apprehensions for 
the remainder of our liberties ; and 
the employment of a military force 
against one of their own body, is but 
a sad presage of what may be expect- 
ed by those who, like you, have the 
courage to stand forward in defence of 
the rights of the people." • 

They voted also a petition and re- 
monstrance, in the following words : 

u We, the inhabitant household- 
ers, electors of the city and liberties 
of Westminister, feel most sensibly 
the indignity offered to this city, in 
the person # o£tf>ur beloved represen- 
tative, whose lettet to us has fallen 
under thecenstyeof your honourable 
house ; but which, so far from deser- 
ving that'ceftsure, qpght, in our opj- * 
nion, to have led' your honourable 
house to reconsider the subject, w hich 
Ae had so a1)ly, legally, and constitu- 
tionally discussed. 

44 We are convinced that no one 
ought to be prosecutor and juror, 
judge and executioner, in his own 
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cause, much less to assume, accumu- 
late, and exercise all tncse offices, in 
his own person. 

M We are also convinced that the 
refusal of your honourable house to 
inquire into the conduct qf Lord 
Castlercagh and Mr Perceval, ( then 
two erf his majesty’s ministers ) when 
distinctly charged with the sale of a 
seat in your honourable house, evi- 
dence of which was efffered at the 
bar, by a member of your honourable 
house ; and the avowal in your ho- 
nourable house, * that such practices, 
were as notorious as the sun at noon 
day ;* practices, at the bare mention 
of which the speaker of your honour- 
able house declared * that our ances- 
tors would have started with indigna- 
tion,’ and the committal of Sir Fran- 
cis Burdett to prison, enforced by 
military power, are circumstances 
which render evident the imperious 
necessity of an immediate reform in 
the representation of the people. 

“ We therefore most earnestly 
call upon your honourable house to 
restore to us our representative, and, 
according to the notice he has given, 
to tak£ the state of the representation 
of the people into your serious consi- 
deration ; a reform in which is, in Our 
opinion, the only means of preserving 
the country from military despo tis m 
When the house assembled in the 
evening, Lord Cochrane presented 
this paper, and moved*, according to 
custom, that it should lie on the ta- 
ble. The honourably J. W. Ward 
opposed it, saying, that if the house 
* received it, they t^ould Submit to the 
grossest violation of their dignity. 
Mr Curwen suggested the propriety 
of withdrawing it, for the" purpose off 
preparing one of a more decorous 
kind, if the object of the petitiOL rs 
really was to promote the cause of 
reform. The language of this, he 


said, was highly indecent; Mr Whit- 
bread justified the- petition; Mr Can- 
ning and Mr Perceval, while they 
both agreed in feeling with those who 
condemned it, were of opinion that 
some intemperance of language might 
be overlodked, and that, in cases of 
petition, it was better to err oh the 
side of indulgence than on that of se- 
verity. The petition, therefore* was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

• Sir Francis Had forfeited all claim 
to respect from wise and moderate 1 
-men ; his occasional violence could 
no longer be excused on the plea of 
good intentions ; it was now become 
apparent, that the man who system- 
atically insulted and defied the House 
of Commons, would trample upon it 
if lie could. But as law, and liberty, 
and the constitution, were still hispre- 
texts, he wasin no want of partisans' 
among the young and the half-inform- 
ed. who were the dupes of such lan- 
guage ; nor among the rabble, whose 
passions were perpetu ally inflamed and 
exasperated by the journalists of a des- 
perate faction. A few peace officers, 
it was triumphantly said, would have 
sufficed to convey any other man to 
the Tower ; but the hero of the peo- 
ple could not be conducted there with- 
out the interference of an army,— 
horse, and foot, and artillery. -The bare 
circumstance that it was necessary to 
call forth the army for this purpose, 
.proved the power and the popularity 
it <his. great enemy of corruption; 
and now that, by the aido/ the army, 
he was lodged in the Tower, he hfld 
acted with the same spirit as before, 
and in perfect consistency. That k 
might not be said he was reduced to ' 
silent submission, he had written a 
letter to the speaker, which renewed * 
the attack, braved the power of the 
house again, and brought the parties 
intoanewstruggle,— -a struggle which 
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the house did not venture to continue : upon the Horse-guards, for their con- 
they had only the power of expulsion duct during the disturbances which 
left, and that power they did not Sir Francis had occasioned ; it ap- 
chuse to exercise. The letter was peared^n evidence, that the paper in 
also in itself consistent with all his question had declined in sale by taking 
"former conduct ; it contained not a the side., of the Cov£nt-Gard*i ma- 
word -expressive of anarchical or de- nagers in the 0* P. war ; that a mect- 
mocraticalprinciples. It did indeed ing of the proprietors, who were a 
contain a point-ljlank attack upon the committee of auctioneers, was held 
house, as at present constituted ; but upon the present business, to deter* 
was there , any thing new in that ? mine what line of politics would be 
Had he .not called thfl house % room, most likely to recover the popularity 
ami said that he would never call it which they had lost ; that upon this 
the House of Copinions more ? He* ground they resolved to espouse the 
had been condemned for the conduct part of Sir Francis ; gave especial di- 
of the populace ; but was he to blame regions not to spare the soldiers j 
because the people shewed their re- and because the ostensible editor, hap* 
spect for him and their dislike tp his pening to think otherwise, did not 
enemies ? Was he to blame because write with sufficient spirit upon the 
they made every one who passed his occasion, an unlucky assistant stept 
house pull off their hats in honour to in to infuse gall into his columns ; the 
him ? Many persons had been killed effect of which was, that the printer 
and Wounded by the soldiers, —many and publisher were tent to Newgate, 
persona had been cut and hacked, — Even such wretches as these influ- 
many parents, children, relations, enced in no inconsiderable degree the 
friends, and neighbours had been fill- mind of the public, — at all times easily 
ed with grief ; but wa 6 it Sir Francis excited when their passions are appeal- 
who had occasioned all the cuttings, ed to, and still more so when the appeal 
a ftd hackings, and bruisings, and kill- is made in the polluted names of hu« 
ing£? Was it who ordered out the manity and freedom, and the eonsti- 
Horse-guards l Was it he who caused tution of their country. The coroner’s 
them to shoot people, and to chop inquest brought in verdicts of wilful 
them ? “ I” said one of these dema- murder upon two of the men who 
gogaes, 44 shall not point out any were shot 5 the verdict upon the third 
person or persons as having the blood was justifiable homicide. One of the 
of the killed upon their head. I shall many melancholy consequences of po- 
leave tha£ matter to the good sense , pylar agOatioi^ is, that it renders hu- 
and the justice of the people.’' ^ * man testimony of J so little worth. 

The same conduct which some of We happen to know the real facts of 
thgac agitators pursued, in further- the two former* cases, by accidental 
ance of their deliberate system* was evidence dear, sapositive, so cir- 
fotlowed by a few other journalists cumstantial, so rebate from every 
from: pure profligacy,— because it possible cause of suspicion, that we 
seemed to serve their immediate inte- could not but give full credit to it ; 
rest. A curious instance of this was that evidence enables us to state, that 
proved in a court of justice. One of in both cases the unhappy suffer- 
the daily papers was convicted of a ers had committed the same act of 
flagrant and inflammatory libel aggression, more no doubt in sport- 
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iveness than with any evil design, but 
it was precisely the very act which of 
all others- rendered the consequences 
most certain 2 they had each seized the 
bridle of a LifVrguardsman’s horse. 
Upon the grave of one of these un- 
fortunate men, themanner of his death 
and the verdict, were recorded, aud a 
text from Scripture followed : “ Thus 
saith the Lord God * my right hand 
shall not spare the sinners, and my 
sword shall not cease, over thefii that 
shed innocent blood upon the earth.” 
Every allowance is to be made for 
the feelings of friends and relatives on 
such an occasion ; no blame, th£te- 
fore, is imputed to them, because the 
natural resentment of their grief co- 
operated with the views of a mischie- 
vous and designing faction. The op- 
portunity was too favourable for that 
faction to lose, though it interfered 
with a system which they had long 
been evidently pursuing, of gaining 
over the soldiers by arguing against 
the character and severity of t our mar- 
tial laws. Those laws are indeed im- 
politic, cruel, arid inconsistent with the 
British character : we shall see them 
amended ; the disposition of the go- 
vernment insures this* as well as the 
improved and improving humanity of 
the age. But the highly culpable 
manner in which this party have uni- 
formly treated the subject, while it 
betrays their motives, tends to delay 
so desirable a reformation* , m 
The mob, being deluded by the 
agitators, and betrayed by their own 
feelings, took every opportunity of 
idisplaying thei^ indignation against , 
the Life-guardsmen, though it is cer- 
tain that no soldiers had ever, on any 
occasion, behaved with ‘more exem- 
plary patience. Wherever they ap* 
pearedt they were assailed with the 
most' insolent leproaches ; frequent 
frays took place, and it was not till 


one man had loft; hi* life* that the 
heat of the popular* abated. 

The discussions which took place in 
parliament tended t<* keep it up. A 
proclamation had beed issued, offer- 
ing a reward for the 1 discovery and 
appreh errstdtt of the • persons . who 
had fired upon the military during 
the disturbances. L 0f d Ossulston 
asked the secretary of state, whether 
government, in like man- 
ner, mpant to Offer a re* Jpril 18. 
w ard for the discovery of \ 
the Life-guardsmaq,again$twhom the 
iirst verdiat of wilful murder was re- 
turned. He was told, that, uiider all 
the circumstance of the case, it was not 
to be expected. Upon this, Mr Whit- 
bread, being prevented by the custom 
of parliament from carrying on the 
discussion when there was no motion 
before the house, moved, without the 
customary notice, for the verdict *>f the 
coroner’s inquest. “ What,” he said, 
§i was it meant to be asserted that 
the verdict of a coroner’s inquest was 
not deserving of any investigation ? 
that it formed no ground for addL 
tional inquiry, — that no step should 
be taken in consequence of it ? Was 
it not due to the cause of justice* to 
the feelings of the public, to the cha-* 
racter of the soldiery, one of whom 
was accused of murder by this ver- 
dict, that an inquiry should take place? 
Would any minister pretend to disre- 
gard such a verdict, — *-to assume the 
•vigbt of a. grand ju^yy-^or to prevent 
that case, which a coroner’s inquest 
renounced to be wilful .mtxrder, from 
eing referred to a jury for trial }" 
Mr William Smith supported the op- 
tion, arguing, ds Mr Whitbread had 
done, that though the soldiery ifr gew 
neral behaved well, it did riot fbllbw 
that one oft hem might not be guilty 
of murder. The home secretary had 
made inquiry into the matter : he was 
12 
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a justice of p£3Ce, y bad he* in making 
that inqaify f(l 6»kei» the depositions on 
oath The jtotfia secretary made an- 

wer, that strict inquiry had Seen 
instituted injtp ^conduct of the po- 
- palace on onghand* amiof the troops 
on th^pther ; vf itnesseshadBtfen exami- 
^iKfd-cm oath | the inquiry was still pro- 
" ceeding : 6ut frqm every thing which 
had* yet appeared, the privy council 
had resolved to advise his majesty not 
tp/issue a prodaimtidh upon the sub- 
ject. Mr Perceval said* « the motion 
ought to fee resisted,* because of the • 
manner in which it had been brought 
forward: Mr Whitbread had made the 
motion, only because he had been in- 
terrupted in irregularity, and was de- 
sirous of making a speech. Where 
was the urgency, of the case, that lie 
had thus iaken t$£ house by surprise ? 
On that ground alone it ought to be 
negatived* for there .was no excuse 
for departing "from the accustomed 
usage; But, independently of that 
consideration, .were the house to take 
into their own hands the administra- 
tion of justice while in its progress ? 
Were they to be inspectors of coro- 
’ ner’tf verdicts, and indictments for 
murder ? Were they to stand in the 
situation of grand jurors • 99 Captain 
Agar*- who had been on duty in Pic- 
cadilly, eta ted, that from ten to twenty 
shots were fired by the people before 
he heard one fired by the soldiers ; 
and as several were fired about the •, 
same time,’ it was very likely th^J&e* 
soldier who fired the' unfortunate one 
did'DotknoWit himself, Mr LasceJIce 
very sensibly remarked, that the- end 
of^nxch a discussion this, if Mr 
Vitlfitjbreadand Lord Osaulston should 
obtain what they required* might be 
to send an individual be£ore*a jury to 
betried for hislife, under c ire dmstance s 
partial and oppressive, Thisfeel- 
iiig, and the obvious impropriety of 
VOL. in. PART. 1>. 


the proceeding^ weighed with the 
house so effectually, that Mr Whit- 
bread's motion was! negatived without 
a divisions 

^During thejEaStePfecess, the free- 
holders />f Middtefee’r had a public 
meeting at Hacfea^ivhefe they voted 
an address of thanks to Sir Francis* 
and the following petition to the 
House of Qommops : 

“We have Observed with concern, 
that in the cases of Mr John Gale 
Jones and Sir Francis Burdett, bart.* 
your house assumed and exercised a 
power unknown to the law, and un- 
warranted by the coqjritution. 

“ Your speaker's warrant has been 
executed by military force ; an Eng- 
lishman’s house, his sanctuary* ha? 
been violated ; and the blood of un- 
offending citizens has been shed in the 
streets. 

“ Against the existence* as well as 
the exercise of thispower, we solemnly 
rotest~a protest the more necessary, 
ecause your votes in its support are 
entered on your journals ; not so the 
letter of Si^ Francis Burdett to your 
speaker, denying you such jurisdic- 
tion. 9 

** In the early part of this reign, in- 
die case of Mt Wilkes, the rights of 
this country, and of the nation, were 
repeatedly and grossly violated by 
the House of Commons, At length 
the law triumphed. After a struggle 
of # nearly, twenty years, the hou?^ 
abandoned the pretensions they had 
arrogated, and « gxpungod from their 
journals all their declarations, orders, 
and resolution, as bring subversive* 
of the rights of tlia» whole body of 
electors of this kingdom.’ 

• «* You have, during your pleasure, 
deprived the citfzebs of Westminster 
of their share in the representation, and 
the public at large of the exertions' 
of a faithful servant, in whoso ability. 



1U EDINBURGH ANNUAL 

firmness, and integrity, they pre-emi- 
nently confide. 

« We view with jealousy and sus- 
picion the shutting up of Sir Francis 
Burdett in pri?Sn, when the, atten- 
tion of the nation is directed with 
anxiety to his intended motion for a 
reform in the 'representation of the 
people in your honourable house; that 
house in which the traffic of seats 
has been avowed, in the case <yf Mr 
Perceval and Lord Castlereagh, 4 to 
be as notorious as the sun at noon 
day ;’ a practice, at the mention of 
which, in the emphatic language of 
your speaker, our ancestors would 
have started with indignation.’ 

44 We therefore pray you to follow 
the example of your predecessors, 4 to 
expunge all your declarations, orders, 
and resolutions on the subject, as 
tending to the subversion of our li- 
berties,’ and to the introduction of a 
military despotism, and to recal Sir 
Francis Burdett to the service of the 
country in parliament, thaf he may 
there enforce that plan of reform 
which last session he so powerfully 
recommended, and which, in our opi- 
nion, is absolutely necessary for the 
stability and honour of the throne, 
and the safety and well-being of the 
people.” 

Mr Byng, one of the 
May 2. county members, presented 
the petition, and moved that 
it should lie on the table.* His col-; 
league, Mr Mell&h, seconded the mo- 
tion ; but declared that he did not 
support the petition, h^r Perceval, 
•that nothing ii jght hAe the appear- 
ance of haste onintemperancc, desired 
that it might be read a^second time. 
When this was done he said, 44 It vvis 
impossible to consid& this fitftion in 
any other light than that of a delibe- 
rate- ihd unparalleled insult to the 
house* and an experiment to try how 
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far they would go in forbearance.; 
considering, therefore, the style and 
temper of the Westminster petition, 
the reception of * which, sufficiently 
proved that he was»willing to receive 
any petition, couched in terms at all 
consistent with the respect due to the 
house ; considering also the langukge 
held out of doors*, and seeing in this 
paper a proof that the forbearance of 
the house from time to time served but 
to enccarage ndw insult, he thought it 
time that a line should be drawn some- 
* where, and the* present was a fit oc- 
casion for that purpose.” The dis- 
cussion, however, on the suggestion 
of Mr Barham, was adjourned till the 
next day. Mr Barham then opened 
it himself. 44 Any decision,” 
he said, 44 which the house May 3. 
might now' come to, would 
carry with it greater weight. 'Desi- 
rous as Ik was of throwing open the 
doors of tiie house as wide as possible 
to the complaints and applications of 
the people, this was a paper which 
he felt it his duty to reject, because 
it was not a petition, but a protest 1 
against the authority ©f the house,—, 
not an application, but a menace. 
Greatly, therefore, was it to be lament- 
ed, that there were members of that 
house, who lent themselves to the 
clamours of popular faction, and join- 
ed in this species of insult ; such men 
were little aware of the consequences 
to which their conduct directly tend- 
ed: for ifconce those factions, of which 
they Were the tools, should succeed 
in | their real object, which was the 
complete subversion of all existing au- 
thorities, these very men would belche 
first victims of the storm which they 
had helped to raise, and would be 
swept away like chaff before the wind. 
The parties with whom, they combi- 
ned, and for whom they acted, knew 
much better than they did the true 
9 
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purpose which all these proceedings 
were intended to bring on. But*” 
continued Mr Barham, “ while I feel 
myself justified in speaking thus of 
the framers and supporters of this 
* petition, I do not think, that all the 
bhxr& is thars ; much is to be ascri- 
> "‘fed to ministers themselves. Their 
conduct, in all. its* parts, has been cal- 
culated to produce the dissatisfaction 
which unhappily prevails ; they have 
disregarded the voide of the people ; 
they nave mocked them with sham in- 
quiries ; they haye resisted every pro*, 
position for the reform of public abu- 
ses, andeven when they have conceded 
to an inquiry, delinquency, whenfldia- 
covered, has been protected rather 
than punished. Even uppn a recent 
occasion, when a member of this house, 
cither deservedly or undeservedly, ren- 
dered himself obnoxious to the, po- 
pular feeling, how did ministers mark 
their regard to public opinion ? Why, 
by instantly covering that member 
with honours and rewards. Not con- 
tent, however, with incurring for 
themselves the popular odium, they 
have also endeavoured, by their lan- 
guage, to transfer that odium to those 
who have constantly opposed their ob- 
noxious measures, and never ceased to 
cryjout against the ruinous tendency 
of such measures. They have given 
to the demagogues the example for 
that language by which the house 
is now .continually reviled and in- 
sulted. Their Constant reply 
who resisted their measures, or arraign- 
ed their misconduct, has been, that 
tneir only motive for opposition was 
afwish to get into their placed. Could 
they suppose the people would not 
catch at such language ? Their very 

{ )hrases were adopted in every pop u- 
ar discussipn, and made the general 
ground of abuse of both sides of the 

h0U8C* ,> 
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Having thus delivered his opinion, 
Mr Barham moved, as an explanatory 
resolution, u that the house was at 
all times willing to receive the peti- 
tions of the, people^ but that it could 
not receive that, which, under the name 
of a petition, was a protest against 
tilt* pi oceedings of frhe house.* 

The Honourable J. W. Ward, who 
had voted against the Westminster 
petition, declared that he should vote 
for this ; for though Kis abhorrence 
of the principles of those who sent 
this petition remained unaltered, the 
house ought not to receive one, be- 
cause its offensive^naturc could be 
explained away by a quibble, and 
reject another of the same kind, be- 
cause a similar quibble could not be 
found. Their practice ought not to 
change from week to week, and day 
to day, merely because a Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had more political 
courage on one day than he had on an- 
other. Mr Alderman Combe said, 
that the petition came from a very 
numerous body of freeholders, and he 
should vote for it, because he did not 
know to what consequences its rejec- 
tion might lead. To this Mr Gren- 
fell replied, that though he did not 
know what might be the- consequences 
of its rejection, he knew very well 
what the consequences of its recep- 
tion would be; and if it were received, 
the table would soon be covered with 
ttisultsandindignities, offered by those 
whose object it wait 6 degrade, vilify, 
and insult the # House^>f Commons. 
Mr W. Smith declared, that he had # 
never felt iflore djfSculty upon any 
subject. For six* and- twenty years he 
had been a representative of the peo- 
ple in that nouse, and had never voted 
popular or constitutional 
measure ; but against this petition he 
must vote, because it was impossible 
to read it without feeling that it was 
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the object of the parties by whom it 
was drawn up to try to what extent 
thcycouldtontrive toinsult the house, 
and still get their petition upon the 
table. The sam£ opinion was ex- 
pressed by Mr Wilberforce, n\rho re- 
minded the house, that “ though the 
cry noV adopted by the petitioners 
was in favour of the popular side, yet 
too much ought not to be conceded 
on that account, for the* time might 
come when their petitions would be 
as much against the popular interests, 
as they now pretended to be for them, 
and in the same degree attempting to 
run down, vilify, and degrade the 
house. All must recollect that this 
was the case in the instance of Dr 
Sacheverel ; and that in the reign of 
Charles II. the people were deluded 
into petitions, praying- that no more 
parliaments might be assembled. Such 
things might happen again 5 and if 
they now gave way, they ought to 
remember that they were destroying 
solid strength ; they were destroying 
the triumph of reason and justice ; 
they were subverting all that was con- 
sistent with happiness, stability, and 
glory, to build up confusion and dis- 
grace* He, for his own part, felt it 
a duty which lie owed to those who 
sent him there, and to the people of 
England whpm he represented, to re- 
ject such a petition.” Mr Stephen pur- 
sued in the same strain. “There 
were some members,” be spid, “ who 
declared, that they conceived them- 
selves exonen^ed from all responsibi- 
lity on this subject, as it vVas the con- 
duct of minister, and fcf ministers 
aldhc, which had, Excited these peti- 
tions. But he warned public men how 
they sought individually to be exo-* 
nerated, or stood alooPin the moment 
of such *an attack ; it was indeed a 
regular systematic attack — the result 
of a system deeply considered, dan- 


gerously organized, and sought by 
every means to be widely diffused 
among the people $ a system which, 
by affecting an hypbcritical respect 
for the sovereign, went 1 directly to 
undermine the House of Commons. It 
was the traitorous attempts of top 
last fifteen years now skulking uhife' 
a new shape, and Assuming a most 
dangerous and deadly form. There 
was no country which could be said 
to be safe where £he legislative power 
was attacked with impunity, and 
dlarmgly branded 0 in such indecent 
terms. At apy time this would be 
most dangerous, but at the present 
tim^the peril was doubly hazardous ; 
a time when we were engaged in a 
most momentous and protracted war, 
and necessarily obliged to incur the 
most aggravated burthens. From 
such attempts no - aide of the house 
was safe-— no men in the country se- 
cure. They menaced not party, but 
parliament— not ministers, but the 
constitution— not any certain set of 
men, but all the inestimable blessings 
which time, and toil, and struggles, 
had secured to the country. * The 
question now was, whether the house 
would lend itself to such attempts ; 
whether they would become the ser- 
vile ministers of their own dishonour . 1 ’ 
Mr Ponsonby, Mr Byng, Lord A . 
Hamilton, ana Mr M. Fitzgerald, 
spoke in favour of receiving the pe- 
tition ; but the purpose with which 
it*h:;d been worded was so obvious 
and uKideniable, that it’ wlas rejected 
by a majority of 139 against 58. The 
day after this petition had been thus 
properly rejected, another, not less 
mischievous in its object and offensive 
in its terms, was voted by the Livery 
of London. It stated, (for it is 
needless* to load these annals with 
the wearying repetition of such pa- 
pers) that “ the house had assumed 
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a power above $he law, and which 
could b <t enforced only by military 
violence fr --a. violence, made manifest 
by the breaking °pen an English- 
man's castle* <.and by the preceding 
and subsequent murder of peaceable 
«anJunofFending citizens. Where was 
the justice of the house, where was 
its dignity ? Its late proceedings re- 
quired no comment ; they had mate- 
rially shaken what remained of the 
confidence of the subjects uf these 
realms in the wisdom of that house ; 
and the petitioners, feeling as their 
ancestors would have felt, could not 
repress the expression of their indig- 
nation and disgust. They therefore 
humbly, but firmly entreated the house 
to reconsider its conduct, retrace its 
steps, and expunge from its journals 
all its orders, declarations, and reso- 
lutions, respecting Mr Gale Jones 
and Sir Francis Burdett ; no longer 
to prevent Sir Francis from exercising 
all his duties as a member of that 
house, and, in conjunction with him, to 
devise and adopt such measures as 
woujd insure an immediate and radi- 
cal reform of parliament,’ 1 Such is 
the sum of this petition, given in its 
own words. Sir W., Curtis present- 
ed it. This, he said, it was 
I&ay 8. his duty to do, as one of 
the representatives of the 
city of London ; but the sentiments 
which ij^postained were very far frqm 
being his own. Mr Ryder immedi- 
ately moved that it should Blfreject- 
ed. Mi* Alderman Combe said, he 
Vas extremely sorry to sec any oppo- 
•sition made to it, and hoped the house 
would pause before they suffered 
themselves to be persuaded to reject* 
it, Mr Whitbread defended it with 
his usual vehemence. What lan- 
guage,” he asked, “ were the peti- 
tioners to- use ? they thought that 
the house had acted wrong, and they 


tell it so in warm language ; but when 
the feelings are roused, the language 
will be warm, and the ministry may 
blame themselves* for having forced 
the people to say what they think. 
Look at your journals l” he exclaim- 
ed ; u is it not there recorded that up- 
wards of 300 members are sent to the 
house by the actual nomination or 1 
powerful influence of about .150 peers 
and others, and that seats are as 
openly bought and sold as stalls for 
cattle in a fair ? What do the peti- 
tioners say more .? They use the lan- 
guage of truth an£ of the journals of 
the house, and yet their petition is to 
be rejected for that language ! Look 
at a recent case, which in no small de- 
gree illustrates the construction of 
the house. Mr Yorke, the new Teller 
of the Exchequer, upon his appoint- 
ment to that office, vacates his seat. 
He again applies to a county, where, 
for his private virtues, he was respect- 
ed ; the county, indignant at his pub- 
lic conduct, almost unanimously dis- 
miss him j he, however, finds his way 
again to the house, and how? by what 
influence returned ? not the fepresen- 
tative of a body of electors, but no- 
minated by a peer. Is it possible 
that such things should be known to 
the people, and that they should not 
speak of them with warmth and in- 
dignation? Yet the petition is to be 
^rejected 1 $.t this rate, if the mini- 
stry continue i if office long enough, 
they will bring on aj^irreconcileable 
breach between the House of Com- 
mons afid the people.” • 9 

Such a speech called forth from 
Mr Perceval the reply which it de- 
served. Mr Whitbread,” he said, 
u argued that the House of Com- 
mons had already lost its dignity and 
its sense of justice, and that the con- 
fidence of the people in it was sha- 
ken : hefhad declared that such wot; 
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his sentiments ; and he had added, that 
the house must not expect the people 
of England to approach them in their 
petitions with deference and respect, 
ff this were, inde&l, his opinion, he 
might well argue for the reception of 
any petition, however offensive or in- 
sulting. If he were prepared to re- 
* ceivc the insults of any petitioners, — 
if he even led the way in insulting the 
house,— if he contended that the tlc- 
claration that the House of Commons 
had lost its dignity, was the language 
of truth and justice, then indeed it 
was no longer surprising that he 
should support such a petition. He 
had asserted, that his majesty's pre- 
sent ministers were men calculated to 
bring the country into a difficult si- 
tuation ; but that they were not men 
calculated to fight the battles of the 
House of Commons against the peo- 
ple. If that battle must be fought, 
it seemed that the house would not 
have his assistance ; on the contrary, 
it seemed that he was one of . those 
with whom it would have to contend. 
Whatever," said Mr Perce 1 val, “might 
be the success of that battle, I trust 
that the appearance of such docu- 
ments as this which is now presented, 
will inspirit the house to resist the at- 
tack that is. making upon them, and to 
shew that they arc not to be intimi- 
dated, even though their assailants 
may be headed by My Wtytbread 
himself. It is too obvious that there 
is a ‘disposition existing in many in- 
■ dividuals without these walls to de- 
'gifide and vilifj^thc twi hbuses of 
parliament, and sjtrry I am to add, 
that there seems to be a person in this 
house disposed to lend hit assistance , 
to such an effort, and to act the ex- 
ample of using the strongest language 
of offence." 

The spirit and severity of this 
reproof irritated Mr Whitbread. 


“ Strong as his expressions had been," 
he replied, “ language itself was de- 
ficient, in terms of adequate strength, 
to express the sense vhich be enter- 
tained of the want of dignity in the 
House of Commons, as considering 
their conduct with reference to tUenrN™ 
selves, and of their want of justice, as 
considering their 9 conduct with refe- 
rence to others. To the day of his 
death hejvould ftght the battles of 
the people with the House of Com- 
mons, when the House of Commons 
were unjust ? but whoever might lead 
the battles of the government, of this 
he was convinced, d.st even had the 
house justice on their side, Mr Per- 
ceval was incapable of being that 
leader. He had originally deluded 
the House of Commons by the gross- 
est bigotry ; he had now betrayed 
them into steps which they muBt ul- 
timately be compelled to retread, and 
it was probable that, unless they were 
found sufficiently pliable, he would 
be obliged to advise their termina- 
tion by a sudden dissolution ; and 
let their existence terminate wjien it 
might, it would terminate in dis- 
grace." Mr Perceval did not con- 
descend to notice these personalities, 
and the debate, as in the former in- 
stance, was adjourned, on the motion 
of Mr Wilberforce, till the following 
day. Sir T. Turton, Sir J. Newport, 
Qol. Wardle, and Sir S. Reilly, then 
spol^ein fayour of the petition. The 
latterilhrmed that the language was 
humble, and that he had not been able 
to find any thing insulting or offensive 
in it ; bjut, as Mr Perceval thought 
otherwise, he hoped that minister 
would point out wherein the language 
was objectionable. He was answered 
by v Mr Williams Wynn, who said, 
that the petition was a studied insult 
throughout. “ It were. superfluous," 
he continued, “ to expose the false- 
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hood of the assertion, that the house 
has acted againstlaw,&c., because the 

E rivileges of the house are part of the 
iw of the land,^ and coeval with it. 

* It was with these that our ancestors 
fought against arbitrary power, and he 
> .trusted, that if ever it were necessary 
they would be exercised %ain in a si- 
milar manner, either against thecrown 
or the populace. The dutv of *he 
present generation was, to hgmi them 
down to their children as they had 
received them froip their fathers.” 
Mr Wilberforce* argued in the same 
manly strain. “That house,” he said, 
“ might be regarded as the focus 
through which all the good and bad 
humo urs of the country t ran spired, and 
sorry he was to witness a disposition, 
which was particularly glaring of late, 
to bring that house into hatred and 
contempt. As to the abuse of mini- 
sters by the oppbsition, he had been 
in the habit or hearing such language 
from his first acquaintance with pub- 
lic life, — from the administration of 
Lord North down to the present. 
Yet that language, although indus- 
triously circulated out of doors, and 
particularly by artful demagogues, 
was seldom justifiable ; and it would 
become the opposition in these times 
to consider well its nature and ten- 
dency before they employed it. He, 
for one, was neither blind to public 
abuses, no>p»£low to apply a remedy 
to them' wherever they were foun/1 ; 
yet he could not allow his*atfi?Sftment 
to the cdhstitution to be shaken by 
•toy description of abuses, because, 
among its numerous advantages, it 
presented the means of correcting all. 
Was it possible that any rational man # 
could deny the blessings of such a 
constitution as that which kept this 
country sdfe and firm, while the pil- 
fers of the world were shaken ? while 
the great bulwarks of society in the 


other nations cff Europe tottered to 
their very foundation ? Let those, then, 
who Jpve their country, who love 
mankind, cling to tjie maintainors of 
this invaluable constitution ; let them 
oppose? the spirit manifested in this 
petition ; let them beware of .these 
professions ofciyility,* which were only 
used to cover the daggers that would 
stab that house to the heart.” Such 
appaata to the house produced their 
due effect, and only six-and-thirty 
members were found to vote for re- 
ceiving this insolent paper, while 128 
decided upon rejecting it. A long 
memorial, in the fcfm of a petition, 
praying for reform in parliament, by 
Major Cartwright, who subscribed 
himself a freeholder of England, was 
shortly afterwards presented by Mr 
Whitbread, and shared the same fate, 
because it spoke of the decision of the 
house upon Mr Madocks's motion 
in the last session as a thing beyond 
endurance, and called the commital of 
Sir Francis Burdctt an act of flagrant 
illegality. These phrases, strong as 
they went were not intended to of- 
fend the TOUse, or to trespass .beyond 
the customary bounds, and they might 
have passed unnoticed in such a pa- 
per. It! prolixity was a better ground 
for rejecting it ; for, as Mr Perceval 
observed, if such long petitions from 
an individual were to be encouraged, 
they might expect to have others pre- 
sented leiTgtfiened out into folios. 

The suit which Sir Francis Burdett 
had commenced agaiSst the speaker,, 
was folfewfd by similar proceeding* 
against the serjeant-at-arms and file i 
constable of the Tower. Mr Perce- 
val, at tht speaker's suggestion, mo- 
ved for the appqfiitment of a select 
committee to consider of the pro- 
ceedings consequent upon this novel 
measure, and to examine into prece- 
dents. This was opposed by Mr 
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Whitbread. « The Chan- 
May 7. cellor of the Exchequer,” 
he said, c< had gone on step 
by step, with equal ignorance of what - 
ought to be don£, and equal improvi- : 
deuce as to the consequences eft; what 
was- done. He, first persuaded the 
house to commit itself in this contest, 
without foreseeing the consequences 
of his own rashness, and now that he 
had hadleisureduringthe Easter r^ess 
to' consider the best means of extrica- 
ting^them from the difficulties which 
his councils had created, he shewed 
himself to be as ignorant and impro- 
vident as ever, rie had been guided 
by no fixed principle ; he did not 
know what to propose to the house ; 
he had no advice to offer, and, not 
knowing what to do, he moved that 
a committee should be appointed to 
tell him.” “ Aspeech of this tenor,” 
Mr Ryder replied, " being only a re- 
newal of that general abuse, in which 
Mr Whitbread was in the habit of 
indulging, did not require an answer. 
The mode recommended was conform- 
able to the practice of |ke house, 
which would use its own discretion 
after the committee had made their 
report.” The committee therefore 
was appointed. Some of the members 
who were proposed for it declined 
the nomination ; Mr Tierney, spying, 
that if the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer wanted to grace his cofnmittee 
from their side of the libufo, he was 
mistaken,— an unlucky phrase, for it 
ilcd Mr Perceval toTeply, that he 
■®e$rtainly did not wish 14 disgrace it 
from any side. / 

Mr Davies Giddy brought up the 
report of the Committee., 
May 11. u ' Thera- were,” he said, 
« three modes of proceed- 
ing. The first was to inhibit tue 
courts of law from proceeding in these 
actions ; but for this coursetthere was 


no precedent. The second was, to 
commit all the persons concerned in 
bringing or promoting such actions 5 
for the exercise of suph a pdwer there 
were many precedents, but it did not ' 
appear expedient to follow them. The 
only mode remaining, therefore, was 
to plead > to the actions/ and let the 
parties sued shey to the court, that 
the'act a coiftplamed of Were done in 
conseq^pce of the privileges of* that 
house $ he moved accordingly,' first, 
that the speaker and the SCijeant 
might be permitted" to appear and 
plead to the said actions; and, second- 
ly, that the attOi\i**v-general should be 
directed to defend them.” These mea- 
sures, which were ultimately adopted 
by the house,' gave rise to several de- 
bates, being opposed by some mem- 
bers from party feelings, which had 
grown into personal animosity, and 
by others upon the high constitutional 
ground, that such a proceeding tend- 
ed to endanger the privileges of par- 
liament. Mr Williams Wynn resist- 
ed the formation of the committee 
upon this ground, and moved,, inef- 
fectually, that the business should be 
referred to the committee of privileges. 
At the commencement of these dis- 
cussions he laid before the public a 
very able argument upon the juris- 
diction of the House of Commons to 
commit in cases of breach of privilege. 
The law of parliament, haunaintained, 
was a branch of the Unwritten or 
comfftanf law, standing on the same 
grounds, and to be ascertained by the 
same rules, as every other part of it. 
The evidence of that law was to be 
learned, ‘as Coke expresses it,' out oj? 
the rolls of pailiarncnt and other re- 
cords, and by precedents and conti- 
nued experience. To argue, there- 
fore, from the power or practices of 
inferior courts was deceitful.' The 
principles on which they rest arp not 
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the same y the necessity in which they 
originate, and the purposes for which 
they are exercised, are materially: dif- 
ferent. Both houses of parliament 
possess a complete and exclusive ju- 
dicature upon all subjects eonceming 
their respective privileges ; the viola- 
tion of which has ever been consider- 
ed as a. distinct offence, cognizable 
only in the respective; houses of f fer- 
liament, and punishable by ^ieir sen- 
tence £ and this was demonstrated by 
so many precedentsjthat the difficulty 
was in selecting? authorities, , not in 
discovering, them. These positions 
Mr W- Wynn established by facts 
drawn from the history of parliament, 
and by the doctrities which the ablest 
constitutional lawyers have laid down. 
« c The question,” he then continued, 
u is simply, whether the House of 
Commons does at this hour possess the 
power of imprisoning tISose who either 
insult its members for their parliamen- 
tary conduct, or degrade and vilify the 
character and proceedingsof the house 
itself ; and whether that power, if it 
be known to the laws, shall be en- 
forced by such methods as are neces- 
sary for its legal exercise i\ Until the 
whole foundations of our law be sub- 
verted, there is but one issue on which 
such a question can be tried. If such 
a pow er be now Urst claimed and ex- 
ercised, its origin must be shewn in 
some legislative act, expressly intro- 
ducing the innovation $ jf, on t}ie 
contrary, its exercise has b£tl?*unin- 
terrupted •for centuries, and the in- 
stances pf CxCrtion are coeval with 
the records of parliament itself, it is- 
for those who contend against it to 
shew by What act it has been abro- 
gated* As well might a man ad- 
mitted to dispute the power of par- 
liament to hiake laws, as the privilege 
by which alone it is enabled to exe- 


cute that function with dignity and 
independence. There have been many 
instances, and many more will proba- 
bly occur, when ^publication of a 
libel on an individual member may 
subjecrfiim to popular insult, or when 
that apprehension will deter himjfrom 
the discharge of his ‘duty. The at- 
tainder of Lor cf Stafford, the mo 9 t 
unjust and disgraceful act that ever 
received the sanction of the legisla- ' 
tnrp, was carried simply by the ter- 
ror which resulted from posting up 
the names of its principal opponents 
as enemies of their country. By these 
means even the boldT spirit of Lord 
Capet was intimidated into what, in 
the last moments of his life, he re- 
pented, as a coward consent to what 
his conscience disapproved. In aU 
such instances, speedy and summary 
punishment is requisite, or, before an 
example can be made, the mischief 
which it is wished to prevent will 
have attained its utmost degree. It 
is indeed only under the existence of 
such a privilege that the practice of 
publishing the debates could subsist. 
Were thipcontroul removed, the lan- 
guage of all public men would be con- 
tinually misrepresented, not, as now 
too frequently happens, by error or 
inadvertency, but by wilful perver- 
sion, according to the violence of 
party, or malevolence of personal hos- 
tility. JThis must lead of necessity 
t<3 a great public eyil, — to the closing 
the gallery of the house* and debar- 
ring the people from*all means of s 
learning, *th«ough the^press, the con- • 
duct of their representatives, and of 
correcting any misconceived opinions 
o{ public affairs, by the superior in- 
formation and judgement of those 
by whom they are discussed in par- 
liament.” 

Consistently with this view of the 
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subject, Mr W. Wynn mo- 
June 8. ved some resolutions, that 
whoever presumed tq com- 
mence or prosecute any action against 
any person for a^ts done in obedience 
to the orders of the house, any such 
persons, and all altornies, solicitors, 
counsellors, and* servants at law, so- 
liciting, prosecuting? or pleading in 
any such cases, were guilty of a high 
breach of the privileges of the hqpse ; 
that the actions commenced by Sir 
Francis Burdett, were for acts done 
in obedience to the orders of the 
house ; and that the proper officer of 
the Court of King's Bench should 
be ordered to attend the house on the 
morrow with all records and proceed- 
ings on the said actions. “Were 
ministers,” he asked, “ prepared for 
the consequences to which the mea- 
sures they had adopted might lead ? 
and did they intend that the com- 
mons should carry the question by 
writ of error before the other house 
of parliament, and that they should 
humbly sue for their privileges at 
the bar of the House of Lords ? for 
before, the lords the question would 
ultimately be brought, either by the 
house, or by those who resisted its 
privileges. Perhaps it might be said, 
that the lords would be as careful of the 
privileges of the commons a3 of their 
own. On the contrary it appeared, 
that it was from the other house of 
parliament that tfye privileges of the 
commons had experienced the most 
severe and frequent attacks ; and if it 
should, once be established that the 
commitments ot the House of Com- 
mons could, byhppeal, be brought 
under the judicature of the lords, the 
equality which has hitherto subsisted 
between those branches of the legisla- 


ture, would be destroyed for ever, 
and the commons would retain no 
privileges but what the lords should, 
by their judgements on different oc- 
casions; think proper to admit them 
to. He did not propose that the 
house should immediately proceed to 
commit the solicitor, after the origi- 
nal offence had been overlooked $ but 
if, lifter the resolutions for which he 
moved, these aqjtions should be pro- 
ceeded in, then it would undoubtedly 
be necessary to commit every person 
concerned in carry irig them on. 

“ This,” Mr Wynn continued, " is 
the latest moment for the assertion of 
our privileges. What then is now to 
be done ? Recur to that principle 
which governed the practice of your 
ancestors, — the principle that the pro- 
ceedings of the House of Commons, 
in matters of privilege, shall not be 
questioned by^my other tribunal. For 
the preservation of this vital princi- 
ple new measures must be taken, if 
new measures are necessary ; and who, 
in such a case, would hesitate to make 
a precedent, if it were true that none 
could be found ? But there are pre- 
cedents in our journals ; in three ca- 
ses * the house has ordered the re- 
cords of the inferior courts to be laid 
on the table, and has directed the ob- 
noxious proceedings to be then taken 
off the file and destroyed. Many per- 
sons, however, there a$&who think 
that these measures are inaeld thepra- 
pcrLw*»4 se, 4 but not the most prudent ; 
that they are too strong for the pre- 
sent moment, and that wc should now 
conciliate. But the opportunity for 
attending to such considerations is 
gone by. Many instances there un- 
doubtedly were, where common pru- 
dence and good sense would induce 


*•' Those of Lord Newburgh, 1669 ; the Middlesex Justices, 1726; and the Com* 
mitrnent of the Messenger by the Lord Mayor, in 1771. 
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the members of the house to pass over 
offences altogether. Of such a na- 
ture, perhaps, in the opinion of many, 
was the paper of Mr Gale Jones, 
when it wasorigin&liycomplained of 5 
but when it h*d been once regularly 
noticed," and by a formal complaint 
forced on t attention of the house, 
no member coiftd doubt any longer as 
to the course to be jpuisued, or could 
hesitate to concur m^he vot| which 
the hoftse finally passed upon that 
occasion, however he^night have been 
disinclined to thS original agitation 
of the question. 

“ As soon as that cumplaint was 
made, and unavoidably adopted, the 
country could not be deceived by any 
pretences to conciliation ; nor would 
they have, attributed such a conduct 
to any other motives, but those of un- 
worthy cowardice. Was it likely, 
that those persons could be concilia- 
ted, who had directed their attacks 
against the House of Commons, sim- 
ply because they thought that, at the 
present moment, this was more vul- 
nerable than either of the other bran- 
ches of* the legislature ? They would 
laugh to see the house affect mode- 
ration, by abandoning what for ages 
had been its only guard and defence. 
It was much the same sort of pledge 
of conciliation and peace, which a 
great country was formerly called 
upon to giyft.to its enemies, by sur- 
rendering the whole of its fleet. The* 
moment of conflict was not that for 
concession,* even if concession were, 
orf other grounds, adviseablc, instead 
of being ruinous and destructive. 
These were times, when it was ne- 
cessary to rise above the dread of tem- 
porary unpopularity.” 

Mr Wynn then adverted to the re- 
cent loss which that house and the 
country had sustained in the death of 
Mr Windham. « Wc should recol- 


lect, 1 ” he said, “Mie great man whose 
loss we all have so lately deplored g 
who puysued his course firm and un- 
deviating, frequentlyjn direct oppo- 
sition to the prevailm^clamour; who, 
when tke spirit of the natiou was 
sunk^ in the lowest ebb of degrada- 
tion, when the populate had actually 
drawn in triumph a French general 
through the streets of London, stood 
forward, almost alone, and raised their 
spirits by his own. To the stand 
then made by that illustrious person, 
and the small phalanx which rallied 
round him, it was to be attributed, 
that the ancient fortiUftle of the coun- 
try was restored ; that during seven 
years of war which had since occur- 
red, we had heard of no petitions for 
peace, no unmanly complaints of the 
heavy and unparalleled burthens which 
it had been necessary to impose. 
Were my lamented friend ’now here, 
it would have been unnecessary for 
any other person to have brought for* 
ward this question. To imitate the 
strain of eloquence with which he 
would have enforced it, the felicity 
of illustration with which he jvould 
have adorned it, was impossible ; but 
to emulate his determination and in- 
trepidity, is in the power of every 
one. For my self, n Mr Wynn conclu- 
ded, *• whatever may be the determi- 
natiou of the house, I am desirous to 
be able to state to my constituents that 
# I have endeavoured to my utmost to 
preserve, uninjured and unimpaired, 
those privileges ^v'hich*t 1 tey have in- 
trusted toimj* hands, and which I feel < 
to be the privileges^ nfft of this house 
only, but of all the ftmimons of Eng- 
land.” , 

* Mr Percev^} replied to this able 
and manly speech, u that Mr Wynn 
argued upon the assumption that the 
tribunals would act contrary to the 
I#w of the land, — anassumption w hkh 
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the house ought not to make. Nei- 
ther ought the house, after having 
agreed to plead, to commit tljc incon- 
sistency of reviving to punish the 
persons concerned in prosecuting the 
actions. The present resoluttensought 
not* therefore, to be passed, because 
they tended to overturn all that had 
been done. Earl Temple and Mr 
Adam supported Mr Wynn’s motion, 
which was, however, negativedrby 74* 
members against 14*. And here those 
proceedings of the session terminated 
to which Sir Francis Burdett had 
given rise. His conduct, from the 
commencement of the session, had been 
in the highest degree reprehensible ; 
it had been a scries of direct, pre- 
meditated, and systematic insults to 
the House of Commons. If a regard 
for the liberty of the subject, and the 
law of the laud, had been tbc real mo- 


tives of his conduct, he would have 
rested the question upon the case of 
Gale Jones, — a case which all parties 
thought hard ; for though, when it 
had been brought before the house, 
the houce could not proceed other- 
wise than it did, most persons agreed 
in wishing that his ccmd'Jtt had never 
been made the subject of complaint. 
But it neither suited with the vanity 
nor the-views of Sir Francis, that Jones 
should b‘c the objept of popular at- 
tention ; he put. himself forward, and 
thrust Jones out of sight, and through- 
out the whole of the subsequent pro- 
ceedings, Lctcd not like a man who 
loved and respected the laws and in- 
stitutions of his country, but like a 
demagogue performing an insurrec- 
tion, as soldiers fight mock -battles in 
a review, for the purpose of trying 
bis strength against the government. 
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Budget Army, Ordnance , awl Naval Edi mutes* Affair of Captain Lahe* 
Lord Melville's Motion respecting Troop-Ships* 


The supplies voted for the year 
. were52;185,000h, of which the Irish 
proportion was 6,106,0001., leaving 
for England 46,079,0001. The ways 
and means whibh were provided left 
a surplus of 141,2021. These inclu- 
ded a loan of 8,000,0001., at 41. 4 s. 
and 3Jd. per cent., terms even more 
favourable than those of the preced- 
ing year. The annual charge to be 
provided for was 970,8331. It was 
proposed to meet this from the suN 
. plus of the consolidated fund, which, 
owing to the additions and regula- 
' lions made in the stamp duties in 
1 808, was unexpectedly great. 

" There was no rea- 
MaylG. son, 5 ’ Mr Perceval said, 
44 to apptchend any thing 
like decay in our finances ; the more 
we looked at them, the more reason 
we had to be.sa&isficd with their grow- 
ing prosperity. In that \ery year, 
when men of great authority antici- 
pated a failure, there had actually been 
a very con sick rable increase. The 
official value of the imports was 
36,255,2091., nearly five millions 
more than in the most prosperous 
year of peace. The exports of our ma* 
nufacturesamountcd to 35,107,0001., 
between eight and nine millions more 
they were in 1802. The ex- 


ports of Foreign goods was nearly four 
millions less than at that time, but 
the average proved that the country 
was greatly progressive in prdlperity ; 
and this was seen in our external 
means and strength, as well as in our 
internal resources, as hadhappilybeen 
shewn to the conviction of the ene- 
my. It was but a few years since 
that enemy declared that all he want- 
ed was .ships, colonies, and com- 
merce ; — he had lost all his com- 
merce, all his colonies, and his few 
remaining ships were pent up in their 
ports. This, too, was the enemy 
whose measures were represented as 
founded in wisdom, and executed 
with ability ; while the government of 
this country had been uniformly char- 
ged with weakness, ignorance, folly 
arid imbecillity. But the orders in 
council, Jthe vilified measure of this 
vilified ministry, had reduced the re- 
ceipts of the customs injfy-ance from 
two millions and' a half to half a mil- 
lion, a diminution of foiy- fifths of the, 
whole amount/’ \ 

Mr Huskisson was little satisfied 
With this statement. 44 Was it possi- 
ble,” he asked* 44 to go on adding 
from a million to 1,200,0001. every 
year to the public burthens, and could 
we hope to continue the war in this 
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tvay ? Without a redaction in our an- 800,0001. ; these were considerable di- 


nual expenditure, it would be impos- 
sible to carry it on long, and a re- 
duction of some millions he thought 
might be effected without injury to 
the country. Mr Tierney, taking the 
same view of the subject, adVjsed an 
inquiry into thp cause of the present 
state of our resources, to ascertain 
whether that cause was merely tem- 
porary, or likely to be permanent. 
4i The Chancellor of the Exchequer,” 
lie said, M seemed to have had a great 
deal of good luck to help him out in 
liis financial difficulties : in the first 
year, the loan^iad been provided by 
his predecessors ; in the second, be- 
tween 3 and 400,0001. of annuities 
fell in ; and now a surplus produce of 
taxes offered, which he was grossly 
misapplying, when setting them apart 
to pay the interest of his loan : thus 
breaking a wisely-established princi- 
ple, merely by making a fetch at po- 
pularity by a shew of declining new 
taxes. Was he aware, while he thus 
declined to look to future difficulties, 
that he would, in the event of peace, 
be obliged the next day to find nine 
or teft millions a-vear of new taxes ?” 
Mr Perceval replied, that the right 
honourable gentleman seemed quite 
sore upon the point of his good luck, 
as he was pleased to call it, — and in- 
deed the effects of that good luck 
furnished another obstacle to the 
wishes of that gentleman, and Jiis 
friends ; for it appeared, that, not-* 
withstand^ all the drivelling and 
blundering ascribed to him and his 
.colleagues, the countr^ was thriving 
under their government, and in a state 
of prosperity, which their opponents, 
with all tlieii talents, coiffd not deny . V 
Replying then to Mr Huskisson’s 
call for economy, he said, “ there was 
a diminution this year in the ord- 
nance of 1,500, 000 1., in the army of 


minutions, though certainly the sa- 
vings in the public expenditure were 
not such that any material effect 
could be expected /rom them.” 

When the bill for appropriating 
the surphis of the £on«q4da|ed fund 
was before the house, Mr Tierney 
returned to the 'subj^gfe/ 
saying, " that ^yuch a mea- May 24* 
sure was at war with the 
principle of racing as large a sum as 
possible within the present year. As 
a man, lie would rjfer the subject to 
Mr Perceval himself, and should be 
as much mistaken as ever' he wa9 in 
his life, if he, as a number of parlia- 
ment, did not say, that the Chancel- 
lor of Exchequer ought rather to lay 
on taxes to the amount of 750,0001. 
That minister had done nothing ; he 
had completely lived on the last ad- 
ministration; and now, for thepurposc 
of delusion, he was evading a tax, 
which must ultimately come upon the 
people with aggravated pressure.” 
Upon this Mr Rose replied, u that 
having drawn up the act himself, un- 
der which the consolidated fund was 
established, he could certainly speak 
to its spirit and its letter, and denied 
that Mr Perceval was evading either. 
In framing that act, the only Qbjcct 
which he and Mr Pitt had in view, 
was to provide that that fund should 
be sufficient to answer the charges 
upon it : but those ncharges being 
proved .for, there was no intention 
whatever to prevent parliament from 
applying the surplus in any maqncr 
that might be deemed expedient. 
Mr Pitt would have acted precisely ad 
his successor was now doing, and this 
he knew from the last conversation 
which he had with him upon the sub- 
ject. It had likewise been said, that 
the measure before the house was in 
contradiction to a resolution of Lord 
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Sidmouth’s. « But,” said Mr Per- 
ceval, that resolution was, that there 
should be laid before the house the 
net amount of the taxes of the three 
preceding yeai^and then an average 
of the surplus oi the consolidated fund 
for the 5 amd * f an in- 

crease waljnfound/ that it should be 
applicable to tjt le b'urthen of the new 
loan. Was & maintained, then, tfyat 
Lord Sidmouth did not wish this sur- 
plus to be touched, if hen inHiis reso- 
lutions he approved of doing so V 9 
Then taking arapi<kview of the fluc- 
tuation of the 3 per cents, from the 
commencement of the anti jacobin 
war, before which time they were 96, 
and during which they sunk to 45^, 
when, after the income-tax, they be- 
gan to rise, he shewed that the pre- 
sent minisyry had found them at 60 
and a fraction, and had raised them 
to 72 — yet was he supposed to act 
on a contrary principle to Mr Pitt ! 
4i He never,” he affirmed, “justified 
any measure with moreconfidence than 
this ; and sure he was, that if that il- 
lustrious and lamented man were now 
to stand in the place which he so un- 
worthily filled, he would have availed 
himself of this very resource.” The 
house divided upon the bill— Ayes 
117* Noes 53. 

Thearmy estimates were 952,092 1. 
less than those of the preceding year. 
This diminution was effected by va- 
rious retrenchments; twenty men were* 
dismounted in every troop of pavalry, 
because it was not necessary that 
Sthpse men should have horses who 
were employed at home in recruiting, 
vrtiich was generally the case with two 
troops out of the eight composing a 
regiment. The household troops and 
dragoon guards were reduced in num- 
ber. Some,little saving was effected 


by discontinuing quarter-masters ih 
the several troops, and appointing 
troop-serjeanta in their place. The 
barracl artificers, originally embo- 
died to complete the works at Gib- 
raltar, were now broken up, that pur- 
pose bfving been effected. A more 
considerable retrenchment had "been 
made upon the royal waggon train, five 
troops out of twelve being disbanded. 
These, with a few other arrangements 
in thfc same spirit, made a saving upon 
the whole cxpence of 600, OCX) 1., 
though upon some items there had 
been a considerable increase. There 
was about 20,000 1-^ for additional 
field-officers; an addition of 1 1 S,021 L 
under the head of miscellaneous ser- 
vices, arising principally from a very 
large sum being required to make up 
the losses of officers incurred on ser- 
vice in Spain and other quarters, par- 
ticularly South America ; — a custo- 
mary act of justice rather than libe- 
rality, which has not yet been extend- 
ed to tlic navy, where it is even more 
required. An allowance was also in- 
troduced to the regiments at home, 
a 8 an equivalent for the advantages 
enjoyed in the navy, by having their 
wme duty free. Some little increase 
arose from some improved regulations 
respecting chaplains. Mr Wilber- 
force’s hint * upon this subject had 
been attended to. For the future, 
no person was to be appointed chap- 
lain in tfee^ ar®y, unless he could pro- 
duce proper testinftmials of his cha- 
racter and acquirement, *and should 
be approved of by the two archbi- 
shops ancf thl bishop of London ; af* 
ter he had been eight years in the 
service, he should be entitled to half- 
pay, at the* rate of 5 s. per day, and 
an addition oflod. per day should be 
made for every year of service above 


• Sec our last year’s History, p. 307. 
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eight, till they had arrived at 10s., — 
a regulation which would render the 
situation more comfortable. 

These statements did not pata with- 
out some comments from the other 
side of the house. General Gascoigne 
observed, “ that he had calculftfd the 
propfbsed allowance for wine, which 
would be about fivc-and-twenty shil- 
lings to each officer per year. Was 
such a sum worth receiving ? The 
army officers/* he said, “ laboured 
under oppressions which ought to be 
removed $ their pay was less than it 
was in 16*9.0, — not comparatively 
speaking, but*, actually shilling for 
shilling. He did not wish to see me- 
morials from men in arms, but go- 
vernment ought to examine into the 
complaints of the army. The militia 
officers were paid in three or in six 
months, the regular officers were well 
off if they got their pay within 18. 
Another cause of complaint was the 
charge of 4 per cent, duty ad valorem , 
on ail articles of clothing, stores, 
&c., shipped by them on foreign ser- 
vice. The bat and forage allowance 
was the same as in the 16th century, 
a grievance which Sir John Moore 
and Lord Wellington had represent- 
ed, yet no relief had been afforded. 
Another grievance was the income- 
tax, exacted from British officers, 
even though serving in the Portu- 
guese army.”— These were plain 
matters of fact, unconnected with 
party feelings, or political views. 
Lord Levi'm Gower examined the 
statement in a different light. “ He 
diad trusted/ *«he said, ‘‘‘that the pub- 
lic burthens woujd in this department 
have beer, alleviated to a far greater 
degree. Why was not the waggoa 
corps wholly abolished ?— for so use- 
less was that establishment, that in 
foreign service our commanders had 
been obliged to hire waggons. Why 


were the Manxfenciblescontinued, in- 
efficient and superfluous as they were ? 
Why were the City and the Tower 
Hamlets militia kept up at a heavy 
ex pence, when the whole extent of 
their service was limited to the villa- 
ges of Hackney and* Edmonton ? 
Why was not the Home sljaff curtail- 
ed ? There appealed rtppn that esta- 
blishment the names or the Duke of 
Cambridge ana Lord Heathlield, who 
reeeivedifrom 4«to 5000 1. a-year for 
doing nothing. General Tarleton waa 
upon the staff of a district, where his 
command was only four-and-twenty 
hundred men, and in Scotland there 
was for 11,060 men, no less than 
eleven staff generals. Lord G. L* 
Gower noticed also, as a practice 
which ought to be corrected, the cus- 
tom of purchasing horses of two years 
old for the cavalry, which cost 90 or 
401. a-year in training, and about 
1001 . when fit for service.” 

To this Mr Perceval made answer, 
“ that if horses were to be purcha- 
sed at an age fit for service, a sum 
must be given proportionably greater 
than what they originally cost, and 
perhaps they could not be obtained 
when wanted. The waggon train 
was considered by Lord- Wellington 
as materially serviceable in Portugal, 
and the Manx feneibles had been con- 
tinued at the express desire of the 
commander-in-chief, who stated, that 
if they were disbanded) regular troops 
must b£ found to do their duty. With 
regard to the arrears of military pay, 
arrangements were making to obviate 
that difficulty, and schne provision 
would also be made to remedy the 
complaint, that British officers, when 
out of the country, were subject to 
the income-tax. As to the staff/* he 
said, ” in two or three jnstanccs the 
increase of staff to rank had increased 
the pav> and if General Tarleton had 
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been improperly left on the staff, he 
could assure Lord L. Gower he had 
no disposition to let him remain there, 
on account of any assistance to be 
derived from hvp in that house. 
There was no expectation of reaping 
benefit frig -services in fhat quar- 
ter.” 1 

In the course of ' his debate, it ap- 
peared that Mr Canning’s removal 
from office had given birth to a se- 
parate party in the %ouse»^Hstinct 
from the broad-bottomed opposition, 
and from the reformists, but agree- 
ing with both upon the necessity of 
retrenchment in our expenditure, 
while upon questions of general po- 
licy, foreign and domestic, they ac- 
corded with the existing government. 
This had been shewn by Lord L. 
Gower’s conduct : it was made more 
apparent by Mr Huskisson, who dis- 
tinctly declared, “that he considered 
a diminution in our military expendi- 
ture essential, if not indispcnsible, to 
the existence of the country. In 
1782, the annual taxes were eight 
- mill ion 3 ; in 1792, fifteen; in 1801, 
thiity ; an J801J, three-score ; but 
there were limits to taxation as well 
as to every thing else ; if the present 
expenditure were continued, our dif- 
ficulties must multiply, and the great- 
est danger to which the country could 
be exposed, was a failure in its finan- 
ces. The best way of counter-act- 
ing this evil, wfts to look it in the 
face, for the purpose of averting it. 
In 1801, whgn instant invasion was 
threatened, andt Buonaparte had no 
other enemy to contend with, the 
wl idle expence of t he sta If was 85,(KX)1 . : 
this year, when the necessity wa9 cer- 
tainly not so great, it amounted to 
280,0001. Great part of our force 
might now, he, thought, be dispensed 
v-ith^ and our security remain undimi- 
nished. It had been declared by high 
VOL. III. 1’ASIT i. 
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military authorities, that in case of 
an invasion, it would probably take 
place iif a part of the country where 
cavalry could not act j the admission 
that it might be impracticable to pro- 
cure horses for alltne cavalry, was in 
fact a ^roof that the establish ipeot 
was foo large, for tliosfc who were not 
mounted must be inefficient ; he wish- 
ed, therefore, that they should be r c» 
dticed to the number in which they 
could ^be kept in an efficient state. 
He saw no. necessity for any staff in 
the Middlesex district, conceiving 
that the large staff at head-quail cts 
must be amply sufficiiflt for the 
verr.ment of that district.” Then ad- 
verting to an expression of General 
Tarlcton, who had complained that 
his appointment to the district which 
he at present commanded, was like 
sending him to Siberia, Mr Huskis- 
son said, “ he thought his majesty’s 
government ought to relieve that gal- 
lant general from such a provocation. 
Concerning the waggon train, he was 
fully convinced that they were an an- 
noyance abroad, and useless at home. 
Some persons,” he continued, “.may 
think that the suggestions which I 
have thrown out are the result of 
some political feeling ; and others 
may think that if 1 entertained these 
opinions formerly, 1 ought to have 
expressed them before. The fact is, 
that I have always entertained them ; 
but when I considered it my 

duty to state them only to my supe- 
riors, convinced -J& I £fth, that the 
revision and rqfrenchmcnt which ap- 
pear to me so desirable, can be bene- 
ficially effected by th5 executive go- 
vernment alone-” 

Mr Windham ^aid, “ the most pro- 
minent of the objectionable estimates, 
was that of the Manx fencibles ; the 
Isle of Man, however barren in other 
productions, was very fertile in jobs^-v- 
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indeed it seemed to bft one whole job. 
Was not that island sufficiently pro- 
tected by our navy, and by (its own 
inaccessible coasts, even if the French 
could discover *any thing in it worth 
the risk or trouble of an invasion? 
Th^ waggon train was not ftss ob- 
jectionable ; ofie of the first atch'ieve- 
ments which lie had proposed to him- 
self, when he held the situation which 
Lord Palmerston now filled, was an 
attack upon that train ; and iflie did 
not succeed in destroying it, he flat- 
tered himself that he should have 
overcome it in another onset, if time 
had been givEh him. A more mate- 
rial reduction might be made in the 
navy; where was the necessity of keep- 
ing up so large a force, when our su- 
premacy was greater than at any for- 
mer period ? The cx pence of the lo- 
cal miliiia was said not to exceed 
400,0001. ; for his own part, he had 
no hesitation in asserting, that when 
the committee took into their consi- 
deration all the expenccs edneomitant 
upon that establishment, not merely 
the expences upon parishes, but the 
continually increasing bounties which 
were taken out of the pockets of 
the people, the total expence would 
amount nearer to two millions than 
one. It has indeed been said, that it 
is necessary to get men into the mili- 
tia, that they may volunteer from 
thence into the line ; but in fact this 
measure can have no , ctk'er‘cfFect , upo t n 
the military establishment of the coun- 
try, than" fhe bad' one of an enormous 
and unnecessary expense. If the 
committee wese in earnest in its pro- 
fessions of edbnomy, let it begin by 
wholly doing away the local militia ; 
it was impossible u to get the afmy 
formed upon any rational footing till 
this was done. I have ever,” said 
Mr Windham, “ unalterably main- 
tained the necessity of economizing 


our resources, in order that the means 
of the country might suffice to the 
end in view, and I would be the first 
to adopt any Bystem of effectual eco- 
nomy, caring little ,hy whom it should 
be brought forward ; not that I can 
ever admit that thq exggnof of an in- 
dividual family affbrd an^parallel for 
the expenditure of a epuntry. The 
master of a family m A ay at any time 
confine his expences within his meaus ; 
but it^most ‘invariably happens in 
the case of a state, that it would be 
utterly impossible to curtail its ex- 
penditure in a period of emergency, 
without endangering its very exist- 
ence. Still, in evci'y practicable point, 
it is our duty to economize, that 
wc might be prepared to maintain a 
long and protracted warfare ; for as 
no man, even in the event of peace, 
would be bound for the good beha- 
viour of Buonaparte, it is fair to in- 
fer that a long warwe certainly should 
have.” 

Toward the close of the debate 
Col. Wardle rose. « He could not,” 
he said, «« refrain from expressing his 
just and utter astonishment at finding, 
after the very extraordinary coldness 
with which the suggestions he had the 
honour of making to the house last 
session on the subject of retrenchment 
had been received, that the very points 
on which he had then touched, had 
now fceen taken up by the gentlemen 
opposite to him. For this he thank- 
ed them most kindly, as he was sure 
the country would also do. The 
committee had now, shewn tha* sort 
of mind and decided' spirit of econo- 
my, which would justify the cotftitry 
in the expectation that something in 
the way of retrenchment would be 
done nothing could givehimgreat- 
er pleasure than thus to see his majes- 
ty’s ministers beginning to d<£ that 
which was absolutely essential to the 
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salvation-- to the very existence of the 
country ; and as his sole object was 
the good of his country, he should 
. not be fastidious on the score of the 
instruments by which that object, of 
which he should never relinquish the 
pursuit, w.^5 obtained.” 

He then returned to a subject 
‘which he had formerly brought before 
the House,— thcNprice cf great coats % 
saying “ that ministers had listened to 
his advice, and thrown the contract 
open, by which a reduction of between 
50 and 60 per cent*»hafl been effected ; 
but new abuses had crept in, for half 
a crown was now charged for rendering 
• the coats water-proof, when it was 
notorious that that process could be 
effected for sixpence. Another abuse 
was, that the different regiments were 
all calculated at their full establish- 
ment ; but on what ground did that 
house vote away the public money for 
men who were not in existence l for it 
was well known that none of the regi- 
ments were complete. Not one third 
of the money demanded could possi- 
bly be wanted. The second battalions 
$>f many regiments were composed of 
boys, whose pay was 9d* ; and yet 
these estimates, on which they were 
called upon to vote away the public 
money* made no distinction, but class- 
ed them all as men, at a shilling. He 
inveighed also against the increase of 
our foreign troops, as a principle and 
a practice which* he should ever op- 
.pose.” • * 

It was replied to this by Sir James 
Pult^ney, that, for two or three years 
past, the rule had been adopted of 
averaging, instead of estimating the 
precise amount at its real value ; by 
these means every contingency was 
answered, and the surplus was appro- 
priated for other objects specified in 
the estimate. — With respect to this, 
Lord Palmerston said, Mr Wardle’s 


statement was correct, and that the 
surplus of the estimate was disposed 
of as letty money, for the purchase of 
horses. In this and in an 
ensuing debate upon £he March 1. 
subject,^ those members 
who wr re most earnest in their callfor 
retrenchment, especially dwelt upon 
the fitness of reducing the cavalry ; 
upon this point Gen. Tarleton spoke 
well. “Had there been a cavalry force 
in Ireland,” he said, 44 when the French 
landed there, Gen. Humbert could 
never have advanced fifteen days march 
into the country $ that country was 
peculiarly fitted for catfilry to act in, 
and’ in fact, though it had been assert- 
ed that this was not a country for 
such a force, cavalry could act where* 
ever gentlemen could hunt. Buona* 
parte's uniform practice was to em- 
ploy large bodies of horse, and it was 
to the pressure of the French horse 
that the great loss sustained in the 
precipitate retreat to Coruna was to 
be ascribe!!. He implored the mini- 
stry not to be persuaded by any argu- 
ments to reduce a force so essential to 
the security and defence of the coun- 
try.” 

Mr Whitbread, after noticing the 
enormous expence of the stafF, turned 
from the general question to personal 
and party arguments. 44 Mr Huskis- 
son’s speech,” he said, 44 was directly 
the reverse of what he had urged last 
£earf in answ*r«to the propositions of 
Col. Wardle; and heliad now, in per- 
fect sobriety, confi.fned glreat pail of 
what Col. Waylle had perhaps indis- 
creetly declared in a coa vi vial moment. 
His honourable friend had asserted, 
that it was possible to save ten mil- 
lions, or to the arqount of the income- 
tax, out of the annual expenditure. 
The time he selected for making this 
declaration was the worst he could 
chuse ; it was after a tavern dinner, 
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and probably at a time when the best 
financier in the company was not in a 
condition to divide the dinner-bill. 
And yet upon^ui inconsiderate decla- 
ration of this kind, and the applause 
whichitexcited, his honourable friend 
chose to found a statement* \vhich 
tended to render every suggestion of 
public economy ridiculous. Save ten 
millions ? Another glass might have 
madeit seventy. It was natural enough 
that one who was at that time in the 
high tide of his well-deserved popu- 
larity, should have thrown out in the 
gaiety of the moment so extravagant 
an expectation; but it was most ex- 
traordinary, that he should comedown 
to the house, and endeavour to esta- 
blish such a statement. And how 
did ho propose to effect this vast sa- 
ving ? Why, by wholly abolishing 
some of the most necessary branches 
of the public expenditure, by reform- 
ing others, by driblets cabbaged from 
this office, and that department ; such 
proposals tended to bring all plans 
of economical reform into disrepute. 
But when Mr Huskisson came for- 
ward, no one could suspect him of 
making inconsiderate propositions. 
His secession from the administration 
was by far the greatest loss it had sus- 
tained ; a successor indeed had been 
found, but the difference between 
them was already felt ; the place 
was filled, but it was not supplied. 
They had now, lu>we?ef/*Mr Huskis- 
soiPs assurance, that a great saving 
might be ^iiected 0 : his speech was a 
> counterpart to that of. Colonel War- 
dle*s last session, and the most com- 
plete answer that could be given to the 
reply which he then made, and which 
reply was published as a pamphlet. 
Tuc secret is new disclosed ; it is let 
out, ^continued Mr Whitbread," by a 
person who has been behind the cur- 
tain. If we continue in this career 


of extravagance, how can we maintain 
war ? how can wc procure peace ? I 
deprecate that impious and execrable 
doctrine, that we are to be engaged 
in perpetual war with France, or at 
least dujis.g the lifetime of Buona- 
parte. i trust the day will come, even 
during the life of* that extraordinary 
man, when we may obtain peace on 
terms becoming our ‘honour; I wish 
for peape, and therefore wish to be in 
a condition to make it respectably ; 
therefore I will not vote for these 
estimates, and thus put it out of our 
power to retrench. If we do not re- 
trench, wc may possibly be obliged at 
last to seek forp^ace upon our knees.** 
Mr Whitbread then moved, that the 
items relating to the home staff, the 
medical department, and the local mi- 
litia, should be taken into con adora- 
tion that day fortnight. Mr Perceval 
declared himself willing to defer the 
subject of the home stuff, widen he 
admitted ought to un- 
dergo some re vision ; and Mm ch 23. 
this being excepted, the 
amendment was negatived. When’ 
the subject was resumed, Lord Pal- 
merston stated, that the saving upon 
the staff, arising from the discon- 
tinuance of live lieutenant-gent ruis, 
and one major-general, would be only 
i3,J71/. this year, because thisreduc- 
tion would not take place till March 
2,7 ; next year it would be 17,0001. 
Upon this Mr Calcraft expressed his 
utterHliSappoiutraciit at lindingbotrif- . 
ling a reduction ; yet, belaid, he diduot 
much condemn the ministers, fw lie 
believed they would have done more, 
it it had been in their power. CJol. 
Wardle remarked, that when the 
country saw so little done in the way 
of economy by one party, or propo- 
sed by the other, they would get out 
of conceit with the house ; am 1 Mr 
Peter Moore recommended that the 
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whole public expenditure should be 
revised, that it might be seen how 
far they might apply Butler’s receipt 
for reducing a lawyer’s bill ; from 
which, if you cut* one third from the 
top, and ony third from Jthc bot- 
tom, you will be certain of leaving as 
. much as he is honestly entitled to 
charge. . : . . 

Upon the ordnance £ timates the»*e 
was a diminution of ] # 49!2,2QPh Mr 
Calcraft, however, affinn- 
March 14. cd, that,wheu he looked 
into tho*e parts of the 
statement where extravagance was 
most unjustifiable, he found the old 
spi: it still alive, and as vigorous as ever. 
“ Tin* expenditure in the ordnance 
department, in providing apaitments 
fc.i its o ccrs,” he said, “ was into- 
lerable. There was another branch 
upon which it might seem invidious 
to t juch, tliepay of the superannuated 
men, and the pensions of widows and 
of lie* rs ; but tu.cUr this title a large 
system of pet illation was easily con- 
cealed, — it contained all the private 
pensions of the ordnance, and in the 
‘ Jnct year hud increased by 6599 1. 
The Chatham head of expence was 
diminished, but still the extravagance 
there had been enormous ; the artil- 
lery barracks contained about 1000 
men, with a few horses, and some 
sheds for carriages, yet the ex pence 
of the work had been 1:50,0001. There 
was an item of 50001. for a powder 
magazine in Dorchester; why v/!as one 
necessary t litre ? Was it to treasure 
up flie military stores of the town, or 
to .receive the spare powder of the 
entire district ? 1 34,0001. was found in 
one sweeping charge, for building and 
taking land torbuildi gat Woolwich. 
Another objectionable item, was for 
buildingb irracks at Wedcnbeck; and 
hen? he must observe upon the gene- 
ral folly of building such sumptu- 
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ous apartments for men whose income 
could not exceed 3 or 4001. a-year, as 
would Lfc fit for men of as many thou- 
sands. There was ajso a provision 
for artillery drivers,— *a corps of be- 
tween or 6000 men, with 6000 
horses. This great and most expen- 
sive body could be of no use in the 
country, except in case of invasion. 
The horses were cantoned by 5 arid 
600 together, in districts on the coast ; 
yet in those very districts the coun- 
try was charged with 87,0001. for 
contract horses, to do the general 
work, while the drivers horses were 
totally idle, — fat, sleakjand pampered, 
till they would be unfit even for the 
single service to which they were de- 
signed. The expence of this corps 
amounted to the enormous sum of 
400,0001., ivhile its services were only 
useful at the actual moment of inva- 
sion, as if the species of horses em- 
ployed in the artillery wore not pre- 
cisely of that description of which 
any number might be got at any 
time : yet the country was saddled 
with this intolerable, permanent, and 
certain expei.ee, to meet an event 
barely contingent. One abuse led to 
another. Officers wen. known to make 
almost a property of the horses pro- 
vided for the service ; and while they 
had them in actual employ, drawing 
their coaches and curricles, refused to 
j)ay the ^ax demanded by the com- 
missioners,^ Tlie plpa that they were 
the king’s horses. The commissioners, 
however, resisted ^uch a plea, and 
would allotv »o more than a single , 
horse for each. office ft On a Lie in- 
quiry, it was found tflnt an officer had 
in his scrvice*no less than nine or ten 
soldiers, as the regular attendants in 
his house, as his grooms, valets, and, 
for aught he knew, as his cooks and 
butlers, and four horses. This per- 
son’s plea he understood to be the 
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exercise of an assumed, and as yet 
undisputed privilege.” Up f on this 
Mr Ashley Cooper stated,’ that a 
court of inquiry was then sitting upon 
the case alluded to, and that if any 
officer were found guilty ef such 
practices, he iyould be punished, by a 
court-martial. Mr Calcraft conclu- 
ded, by lamenting that the spirit of 
economy which had given such hope 
of rational retrenchment was merely 
nominal, a reduction only from one 
degree of waste to another, — from the 
indefensible extravagance of last year, 
to the almost c equally culpable extra- 
vagance of the present. 

These representations were sup- 
orted by Mr Smith. u 700,0001.,” 
e said, “ was the estimate for various 
buildings at Woolwich. Now the 
works there were the common jest of 
the whole neighbourhood ; he had 
heard them ridiculed within the very 
walls of the arsenal. The land there 
which lay on the side of the Thames 
had been purchased by government at 
a sum above ten times its value.” Col. 
Wardle pointed out in like manner 
the fcxpences of this department. “ It 
would be incredible,” he declared, 
if the account were not taken from 
the estimates of the years themselves, 
that the contracts for waggon horses in 
four years had amounted to 674,0001. 
At Waltham Abbey, 104,0531. was 
estimated as the expence in erecting 
powder in ills for, four years. Couhf'such 
an expense he necessary? The French 
and Germans, ft was well known, 
used barns* or any dther temporary 
building, for the manufacture of pow- 
der. For four years, 4,193,0001. had 
been voted for buildings, repairs, $rc., 
and in the next four years it would 
be, nodoubt, in the same proportion.” 
“ Concerning the Waltham ^^bbey 
works,” Mr W. Smith said, “ he 
passed by them once or twice every 
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week^ and was really astonished at 
hearing what they cost. He was 
afraid there was in no instance a suf- 
ficient check on the expenditure of 
the public money, fend that the pub- 
lic generally paid 10, 90 , or even 30 
per cent, more than individuals for the 
same work. When those works were 
going forward, he was perpetually 
threatened by ’his workmen that they 
would have him and go to Waltham 
Abbey, where they could get what- 
ever they cho^e to ask. He waa 
afmid that in every item of the ex- 
penditure there was a consideration 
of gain to some individual. The Mar- 
tello towers were another enormous 
cxpence ; we were now called upon 
to vote a farther sum of 160,0001. for 
these towers, and yet we were told 
that invasion was a mere bugbear ! It 
seemed to him that the heads of the 
ordnance acted on no settled system, 
but according to caprice. He remem- 
bered, that when the late Duke of 
Richmond brought in his celebrated 
plan of fortification for all England, 
it was so strongly supported by go- 
vernment, and by so many members 
of that house, that nothing but the 
casting voice of the speaker saved the 
country from a most enormous bur- 
then. Had the whole expence' of the 
Martello towers been stated to par- 
liament at once, they would hardly 
have agreed to the present extension 
of them.” 

This led to a curious statement of 
facts from Mr W. Polfc. 4i The an- 
nual expenditure of ’gunpowder,” he 
said, M was from 50 to 60,000 barrels, 
and when he wa3 appointed to the 
ordnance, at the commencement of 
the present war, he found, with inex- 
pressible concern, that we had not in 
store more than 14, (K)0 for all the 
services of the country. The h6use, 
perhaps, might not know the quantity 
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commonly' expended in a battle ; in u was placed at the head of the ord- 
Lord Howe’s actions of May 29th nance, Woolwich had not even a co* 
and the 1st of June, not less than vering fir the stores which were there? 
5000 barrels were expended. Had deposited ; and the f£ate it was in 
another action occurred at that time, when lie himself had* been formerly 
the distress of the country.for gun- charge^with the equipment of an ex- 
powder would have been extreme, pedigon was such, that every offtccr 
. Under thesecircumstances, the Board who went down was of opinion the 
of Ordnance called on the merchants ordnance would be a mouth behind 
to state what quantity oipowder the*- the other parts of the armament ; and 
could produce in a gijjen time : they there was not a person in any depart- 
were engaged to furnish the most they men t who did not make that an ex- 
could possibly supply in five years ; cuse for neglecting his duty. All the 
but even this provision was iusuffi- heavy work of an expedition fell up- 
cicnt. It became, therefore, the duty on the ordnance. In the late expo- 
of ministers to exert themselves and dition, the number of ships they had 
procure an ample supply from other laden with ordnance stores amounted 
quarters, and they began by ascer- to 70. He had been asked how soon 
taining what the royal mills were ca- he could load 15 or 16, and his reply 
pable of producing. The works of was, that if he did not set them off in 
Faversham were found in such a state three days, he would forfeit his right 
that little could be expected from hand; — -formerly his answer would 
them. Those at Waltnam Abbey have been, two or three in a fortnight 
could only make from 10 to 11,000 after they were sent to him, andpos- 
barrels yearly ; at present they pro- sibly the whole in about six weeks, 
duced not less than 22,000. To efFect Those persons who were so shocked 
this the extensive works there had been at the cxpence, should go to Wool- 
doubled, and this could not be done wicli and examine the works there, 
'without considerable expence. The When the war broke out, there* were 
corning-houses were filled with mill found 7000 ships guns which had not 
machinery, so nice, that if one of been re-proved ; he thought it neces- 
them were blown up it would take sary that this should be done, because 
six mfrnths to put up the machinery the cylinder powder was much strong- 
of another. By an improvement of cr than what was used formerly ; and 
Gen. Congreve, the powder was now fortunate it was that he had advised 
dried by steam, in perfect security; J;his, for # ncarly one fourth of these 
the benefits arising from this method ^juits fcurst} XJfd witfy such violence as 
were immense, but the apparatus re- materiallytoinjurethebuiidingsstand- 
quired was \fcry expensive. Another ing near the old proviRg hut ; and 
iinjft-ovement of Gen. Congreve in re- some of the fragments passing over 
filling salt petre was also of great im- the wharf,, were near failing on the 
portance, and had also occasioned a hulks. This shewed* the necessity of 
great outlay at first ; we were, by fixing on a spot for proving the can- 
theseexertions, enabled to make pow- non at a greater distance from the 
der at a less expence than we used to buildings ; and thus some expence 
purchase it, and of superior quality.” was unavoidably incurred. A new 
MfW. {{ole then spoke of Woolwich, academy was necessary in consequence 
u When 'Lord Chatham/* he said, of the crowded state of the cadets. 
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Lord Chatham bad seen this necessity 
and ordered it ; and while it was budd- 
ing- a contagious fever broke -out in 
the old one, and effectually demon- 
strated the propriety of this measure. 
Buildings were required to preserve 
our fjeld train from the weather,^— it 
now consisted oiYiOO pieces of cannon, 
exceeding; by six times \v»nt England 
ever puss .... \\ before. 'These state- 
ments jiL’t.fkd the expenees incurred, 
and liOid Chatham was entitled to 
the highest praise for having acted 
so windy and systematically at the 
head of tie* ordnance* If, in the 
coui^e of these work’, any extrava- 
gance could be proved, let tile offence 
be punished as ii deserved.” General 
Tarlcton, Col. Wardle, Mr Parnell, 
a ml Mr Whitbread, spoke and voted 
against the estimates, but the resolu- 
tions were passed. 

When the report of 
Match 16. the committee of supply 
was brought up, Mr 
B'inkcs resumed the subject, giving 
ministers credit for the diminution 
w bicli had been effected, but declaring 
bis opinion that a very considerable 
r< duetion might yet be made, not less, 
perhaps, than a sixth, nr fifth of the 
whole expenditure. He objected, in 
particular, to the increase of fortifica- 
tions at Newfoundland and in the 
Wcr-t Indies ; arguing, that .tins t ys- 
tem of defence u a& unwise for powers 
who had the cojpmaifttau sea*, and 
could only be beneficial to a state like 
France, whdse policy it must be to 
, bold its insular possessions by means 
of strong fortresses, in defiance of our 
superior fleet. Great savings might 
also be effected upon the works for 
our internal defence, jvluch had been 
ordered on a sudden and groundless 
alarm, and were far too ex ten ivc. 
Mr W. Pole replied, “ that if this 
gentleman knew indeed in wlvat man- 


ner a iixth part in the ordnance esti- 
mates might be saved, he certainly 
ought to point out the way in which 
it could be done. With regard to the 
works of internal defence, it should 
be remembered, that wheji those works 
were undertaken there was a great 
alarm of immediate invasion, and go- 
vernment was anxiously expected to 
provide the b**t anlT speediest means 
of defence ; it not fair, therefore, 
to say, that if they had proceeded de- 
liberately they might have done the 
business much cheaper ; for if at that 
time the ministry had proceeded de- 
liberately^ infix* would have been a 
great outcry against them for being 
inattentive to the dangers of the coun- 
try*. In the specific items which had 
been objected lo, mistakes had been 
made by the objectors, for which it 
was easy to account. When they got 
an army estimate in their hands, each 
of them fancied himself a general ; 
when they got an ordnance estimate, 
each of them thought himself a great 
engineer ; and when a navy estimate 
came into their possession, each of 
them became, in his own mind, a gal- 
lant and experienced admiral ; and 
thus, without knowing any of these 
several professions, without having 
been bred to any one of them, they 
set themselves down as competent 
judges, and preferred their own opi- 
nions on those subjects, to those of 
men who have studied, perhaps for 
years, to attain a thorough knowledge 
of those branches of naval and mili- 
tary science to which they were btfed, 
and which, one would suppose, migjit 
enable them to form tolerably correct 
estimates in these several branches of 
tlu: service.” 

130,000 men, including Si, 000 
marines, were voted for the navy; 
2,890,7501. for their wages, aj 11. 15s. 
6d. per man, per month; S, 992, 6251. 
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for their victualling) at 21. 17s. 3d. 
per man, per month ; 3,205,5001. for 
wear and tear of the navy ; and 
591,5001. for naval ordnance. The 
estimates were lefes by about a million 
than those of the preceding year ; 
but the greater part of this diminution 
had been occasioned by transferring to 
the army estimates that part of the 
charge for victualling garrisons up m 
foreign stations, and troops in trans- 
ports, which had heretofore been in- 
cluded in the accoiyit for victualling 
the navy. A real saving had been 
effected by the total reduction of the 
sea fencibles ; the expence of that 
corps was about 200,0001. a-year, and 
when the officers were placed on half 
pay, the saving would be rather more 
than one. Mr R. Ward, 
Jan, 31. when he moved these esti- 
mates, staled, that though 
only 130,000 men were moved for, 
there were actually 1 1-3,000 employ- 
ed, an excess beyond the vote of the 
preceding year, which, as .soon as 
the Admiralty were apprized of it, 
in December last, should have been 
immediately communicated to the 
house, if it had been then sitting. How 
that excess was to be disposed of, and 
whether any , or what part of it should 
be retained, was a question for future 
discussion ; the policy of disbanding 
so large a body of men, without 
knowing the general state of the navy,, 
required serious and deliberate con- 
sideration. 

• On a subsequent day, 
May 1 1 . when MrOoker proposed 
. a vote of 1,1(15,0001. 1 5s. 

lid. for the ordinaries of the navy, 
Sir C. Pole asked, whether the num- 
ber of men might not be reduced to 
130,000 ; in^which case be proposed, 
that the men engaged in harbour duty, 
arid old seamen, who had served from 
eighteen to twenty years, should be 


discharged. Pie suggested also, that 
a saving might be made by reducing 
part or the press-gangs. Capt. Pac- 
ker objected to all these suggestions, 
as injurious to the* service. Lord 
Coch^inc then rose and made one of 
thermo.', remarkable speeches ever de- 
livered in that house. He began by 
shewing, as he said, the nature and 
manifest injustice of the navy pension- 
list. Thirteen daughters of admi- 
rals, or captains,” he said, “ several 
of whose fathers fell in the sen ice of 
the country, receive from the grati- 
tude of the nation ^ sum h\>s than 
Dame Mary Saxton, the widow of a 
commissioner. This pension list i> 
not formed on any comparative iank 
or merit, length of services, or any ra- 
tional piinciple, but appears to be de- 
pendant on parliamentary influence 
alone ; for Lieutenant Ellison, who 
lost his arm, is allowed 9 1 1. 5s., and 
Captain Johnson, who lost his ai in, 
has on\y 451. l‘2s. (id. ; Lieutenant 
Arden, who lost his arm, has 911. 
5s. ; Lieutenant Campbell, who lo.-t 
his leg, has 491. ; and poor Lieute- 
nant Chambers, who lost bath his 
legs, has only 801. ; while Sir A. S. 
Hammond retires on 15 001. per ann. 
The brave Sir Samuel Hood, who 
lost his arm, 5001. ; while the late se- 
cretary to the Admiralty retires, in 
full health, with a pension of 15001. 

, To spe^k less in detail, 32 flag uffi- 
cerSp22 t attains, ,50 lieutenants, 189 
masters, 3(> surgeons, ^23,*pursers, 91 
boatswains, 97 gunners, 202 carpen- , 
ters, 41 "ccwks, cost^ the country' 1 
40281. less than Jhe net proceeds 
of the sinecures of Lord Arden, 
£0,3581. ; Camden, 20,5801. ; Buck- 
ingham, 20,(?fc8l. All the superan- 
nuated admirals, captains, and lieute- 
nants, have but 10121. more than 
Earl Camden ’8 sinecure. All that is 
paid to all the wounded officers of 
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the British navy, and to the wive9 
and children of those dead or killed 
in action, docs not amount, by V 214l>, 
to as much as Lord Arden's sinecure 
alone, 20,3581. "What is paid to the 
mutilated officers themselves, 1 1^4081. 
16s., *is but half as much. Is this 
justice? Is this the treatment which 
the officers of the navy deserve at the 
hands of those who call themselves 
his majesty's government ? Does the 
country know of this injustice ? Will 
this, too, be defended ? If I express 
myself with warmth, I trust in the 
indulgence of the house ; I cannot 
suppress my feelings. Should 31 
commissioners, commissioners' wives, 
and clerks, have 38991. more among 
them than all the wounded officers 
of the navy of England ? I find, upon 
examination, that the Wellesleys re- 
ceive from the public* 34, 1291., a sum 
equal to 426 pair of lieutenants' legs, 
calculated at the rate of allowance 
for Lieutenant Chambers' leg. Cal- 
culating by the pension for Captain 
Johnson’s arm, viz., 451., Lord Ar- 
den's sinecure is equal to the value of 
1022 captains' arms. The Marquis 
of Buckingham's sinecure alone, in 
the net, will maintain the whole or- 
dinary establishment of the victualling 
departments at Chatham, Dover, 
Gibraltar, Sheerness, Downs, Heli- 
goland, Cork, Malta, Mediterranean, 
Cape of Good Hope, Rio de Janeiro,, 
and leave 5466). in, r thc Treasury; Two 
of these comfortable sinecures would 
victual the officer 4* and men serving 
-in all the ships in ordit.ar^ in Great 
, Britain ; viz. in 117 sail of the line, 
105 frigates, 27 sloops, 50 hulks. 
Three of them would foaintain . the 
dock-yard establishments at Ports- 
mouth and Plymouth ; and, by the 
addition of a few more, would amount 
to as much as the whole ordinary es- 
tabliahmcnts of the royal dock-yards 


at Chatham, Woolwich, Deptford, 
and Shcerness ; and the sinecures and 
offices, executed wholly by deputy* 
would more than maintain the ordi- 
nary establishment of all the royal 
dock-yards in the kingdom. To re* 
turn to this pension list : I observe, 
that the pensions given by the Whig* 
to commissioners, clerks, and others, 
whom they forced otirto make room 
for their- friends, amounted in 13 
months to about 15081. more than 
the present administration have, by 
thi* list, given away in nearly three 
years that have elapsed since; and 
Mr PonsonL/, who lately made so 
paLhetic an appeal to the good sense 
of the people of England against those 
whom he was pleased to call design- 
ing men and demagogues, actually 
receives, for having been 13 months in 
office, a sum equal to nine admirals, 
who have spent their lives in the ser- 
vice of their country ; three times as 
much as all the pensions given to all 
the daughters and children of the ad- 
mirals, captains, lieutenants, and other 
officers, who have died in indigent 
circumstances, or been killed in the 
service ! and as much as would pay 
the officers and men employed in the 
fifteen hulks of the line in ordinary. 
From the minute expences noticed in 
this estimate, viz. for oiling clocks, 
killing rats, and keeping cats, I should 
have supposed that great care was 
taken to have it very correct. It was, 
therefore, with much surprise I foupd 
the name of my worthy and respected 
grandmother, the widow of ' the iate 
Captain Gilchrist of the navy, con- 
tinued on the list, as receiving 1001* 
per annum, though she ceased to ex- 
ist 8 years ago ! While all this pro- 
fuse waste of the public money is go- 
ing on, the builders in our naval yards, 
on whose ability and attention/' so 
much depends, have only 7201. per 
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annum salary, that is, only 201. more 
than a retired clerk of the ticket of- 
fice. The petty perquisite of a silver 
cup, given to them when they launch- 
ed, and thereby added a ship to the 
British navy* was taken from them, 
as a saving to the nation, by the mis- 
chievous and contemptible admiralty 
of 1802. Such are the pretended 
savings by which, whe* anyare made, 
the country is dupecl* Ware there a 
prospect of success, I could point out 
some savings worthy attention. By 
adopting canvas of a better quality, 
a saving equal to one-fourth of the 
navy may be made— a saving equal 
to the additional income-tax imposed 
by the Whigs. The remaining three- 
fourths of the ships will be more ef- 
fectual than the whole, their velocity 
will be increased upwards of half a 
mile in seven miles ; and thus every 
one will be enabled to capture those 
vessels which at present escape from 
them all ; as, besides its bad quality, 
the enemy know our ships of war 
from foreign ships by the colour of 
the canvas, consequently run away 
the moVnent they perceive our black 
sails rising above the horizon ; a cir- 
cumstance to which they generally owe 
their safety, even more than to itsopen 
texture. I have observed the meri- 
dian altitude of the sun through the 
fore topsail, and, by bringing it to 
the horizon through the foresail, as-, 
certaincd the latitude as qorrectly as 
otherwise I could have done. The 
paltry inci^ase of cost will be more 
tlfan compensated by the superior 
wear of the canvas, independent of its 
strength, on which, consequently, de- 
pends the safety of the ship, and the 
reservation of the lives of all on 
oard. I shall, no doubt, hear it 
urged, that a remedy is about to be 
applied ; and so it has been ever since 
l can remember : but remedies and 


redress at public boards are sought 
in vain,; and so it is with respect to 
the hardships noticed by Sir C. Pole, 
imposed on old andjvounded sailors 
by the harbour duty* which is justly 
considered by them as oppressive in 
the, hi best degree, more grievous 
than all the other hardships to which 
they are subject. Should the latter 
days of a life, spent in the service of 
the ommtry, be those in which the 
severest duty i imposed, and that, 
too, when wounds and infirmities have 
rendered men unequal to the task ? 
Captain Parker, who contends for its 
continuance* says it is a laborious 
duty, and must be executed. This 
reason is conclusive, in my mind, why 
it should not be imposed on those, 
whose infirmities have rendered them 
unequal to the task. No good con- 
duct, or character from his captain, 
can, under the present system, free 
an old seaman from this misery. X 
well reipember the sad case of Wil- 
liam Farley, an infirm petty officer ; 
a man of respectable character, in my 
own ship, who, I think, had been in 
13 generalactions, and about 20 year* 
in the service ; he was sent to be in- 
valided, that, by a change, his im- 
paired health might be restored, and 
that he might pass his latter days in 
peace. He was condemned to har- 
bour duty, but obtained leave to re- 
t urn toj iia ship. After a time, being 
stilPTOaBleTo do the smallest duty in 
the ship, he was agaip surveyed ; the 
same decision passed. Whether this 
happened a*hird time.* I do not re- 
collect ; but of thi5. 1 am certain, that 
he died on board off Brest. My gun- 
ner's mate*was invalided too for this 
heart-breaking service* and such was 
his abhorrence of it, that, by the per- 
mission of the .Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, he procured two substitutes, 
who cost him 901. ; a turn equal *• a& 
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that, with the greatest economy, he 
could save in ten years Iron his pay. 
Is this a recompcjiee lor U‘i vices ? Al- 
though pcrhapsi|jiot iir.inediat ly an- 
ting out of th it ■hart of the naval es- 
timate winch k *!>• 'fore us, I i^ay he 
permitted to aA, why are not Jlhc 
ships abroad pud, as well as the ar- 
my ? ■ ha! iacouveni'-nce would re- 
sult r Tlii* pH tv officers and seamen 
in th** Ku:-t and West Indies, Ccjpe of 
Good Hope, Mcditcrrannear, Ame- 
rica, in fact, every whtie abroad, do 
not rec: ive one shilling of pay until 
thoy'ap' permitted to return to Eng- 
land, often after aw absence of twelve 
or fifteen year* ! The Boston’s crew, 
who fornud one half of my ship’s 
company, joined the Pallas with nine 
years pay due, although the Boston 
had been all that time within about 
fourteen days sail of England! I 
should like to know where all this 


Mr W. Pole then adverted to some 
of the cases which Lord Cochrane 
had specified. K One was that of Cap- 
tain Dickson, whose uension was re- 
presented as by no in. '.ns adequate to 
the sufferings he had undergone. But 
the facts were simply tin. <-e ; that of- 
ficer, when a lieutenant, distinguished 
himself by a very gallant exploit, in 
\v?i icii he was teverety'woundcd. The 
Admiralty did eyery thing that was in 
their power to do ; they immediately 
promoted him to the rank of com- 
mander, and settled upon him his full 
pay as lieutenant: yet this case was 
now selected * iffording ground of 
charge against the Admiralty ! An*' 
other case which Lord Cochrane had 
iesta need, was that of Admiral Mo- 
riarty’s children, who, it was com- 
plained, had only 2.31. a-piecc. Now 
Lord Cochrane knew that the widow 
or children of an admiral were not en- 


mouey L l*xlge<i i” 

Mr \\ . Pole replied to thi$ speech., 
i'i winch good and evil were so cu- 
riously intermingled, that its mis- 
chievous nLroprescntations counter- 
acted* the effect which might else 
have been produced by its trutlfs. 
** The Board of Admiralty,” he said, 
“ In granting pensions to wounded 
officers, or in providing for the fami- 
lies of officers deceased, had always 
gone as far as they were justified by 
precedent, and, in many ipsLauceb u 
higher pensions hgd beelTl&ieiy^leii 
than had ^vtr been known before. 
They acted upon ofte uniform system, 
^and proceeded according to certain 
rules laid down, apportioning the re- 
ward to the rank and suffering of the 
person, vuJiout regard to any othep 
consideration; and if, m any case, they 
deviated from the strict letter of their 
duty, it was from their anxiety t 
make as large an allowance as the na- 
t urc of the case would possibly admit.* 1 


titled, strictly speaking, to any- pen- 
sion. It was found, however, upon 
Admiral Moriarty’s death, that his 
children had been left in rather dis- 
tressed circumstance:, and, upon ap- 
plication, a pension of 1001* a-year 
had been settled upon them. Larger 
pensions had certainly been granted, 
but it was where the admiral had fallen 
in action, or had been particularly 
distinguished. Admiral Moriarty did 
not die while on active service, nor 
had he ever been at as an admi- 
ral. Such was the inaccuracy of Lord 
Cochrane's statements ; the inconsis- 
tency of his complaints was even more 
remarkable. Where little was dhne 
for naval men, he accused the govern- 
ment of neglect ; where much was 
done, then he made a charge of ex- 
travagance or corruption. Particular 
stress had been laid by him on the 
fact, that Sir A. Hammond had re- 
tired upon J5001. a-ycar ; but \va & it 
not astonishing that Lord Cochratie 
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could urge this as a matter of com- 
plaint, knowing, as he must know, 
that Sir A. Hammond was a veteran 
of fifty years standing. During the 
former part, he had t een employed in 
the most active service ; had distin- 
guished himself upon many*occasions, 
and deservedly acquired a high repu- 
tation ; during t!ie latter part of his 
professional life, his time had been de- 
voted to the service of Ms country, in 
discharging the duties of* the civil 
part of the naval department. Lord 
Cochrane could no* be ignorant of 
the eminent and important services 
of Sir A. Hammond as comptroller 
of the navy, and therefore ought to 
have been one of the last men to cen- 
sure government for permitting this 
distinguished cilice r to retire, after 
fifty years active service, with a c un- 
fortable and honourable provision, 
lie had also, in the same spirit, ex- 
posed his dissatisfaction at the pen- 
sions granted to the widows of com- 
missioners of the wavy, as too large. 
The commissioners were chosen from 
the captains of the navy of long stand- 
ing, for their knowledge of the civil 
part of that service ; when they ac- 
cepted the office, they gave up the 
emoluments and honours of their pro- 
fession* and unless the temptation of 
a pension of h(K)l. a-year for their 
widows was held out to them, very 
few, who were qualified for the of- 
fice, would actcj.it of it. If any far- ' 
ther defence of the J3o?.rd«of Admi- 
ralty upon lliis score were needful, it 
w^uld be sufficient to remind the 
house, that they had last year brought 
to i ward an establishment of a com- 
passionate list, similar to that of the 
army, evincing thereby the anxiety 
they felt for the comfort of the fami- 
lies of the officers of the navy.” 

•Mr W. Pole then noticed the as- 
sertion of Lord Cochrane, that all re- 


wards were apportioned according to 
interest ; and that the services of the 
navy were wholly overlooked, unless 
they were put forward by the par- 
liamentary friends oj* the ministers ; 
“ yet was lie himself the strongest 
example which could be produced of 
the* injustice of tins accusatioif! he 
himself was one of the most violent 
parliamentary opponents of the Ad- 
miralty ; and there never was an m- 
stancc^pf more ample justice being 
done to the merits of any officer, or 
of more signal and complete rewards 
being conferred for any services than 
had been grunt* u to him. He held 
lip the house as a set of men actuated 
solely by views of private interest, 
and incapable of any sentiment of 
public virtue, applying his animad- 
versions on the mode of rewarding 
the merits, or alle iating the suiier- 
ii'gs of the navy, equally to all admi- 
nistrations. Atter the very extraor- 
dinary comments which he had made 
upon tl?e pension list, he had thought 
proper to make an attack upon the 
Wellesley family, of which i,” said 
Mr Pole, “am a member. He as- 
serts that the Wellesleys receive fiom 
the public no less than .‘M,(XX)i. a 
year, in sinecure places, and proceed- 
ed to make a calculation of the num- 
ber of arms and legs which that sum 
would compensate for, according to 
the system of the pension list In 
’ansyy ^tu this. I must observe, that 
there is no member of the Wellesley 
family, except tba mMeford at the 
head of it, who possesses any sinecure 
office. ThaT nobl- lordcvrtamlv did. 
many years ago, receive the reversion 
of a sinecure office, (which had since 
fallen in) when he was about to go 
to a distant p!irt of the world, in a 
most arduous and important public 
situation. He was at that time in a 
delicate state of health, and had a 
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large family. Whether, in the dis- 
tant service on which he then went, 
he discharged his duty with advan- 
tage to the state, T must leave to the 
decision of the h$U8e and of the coun- 
try. Whether the other branches of 
the Wellesley family who ar£ now 
empldyed in the publfc service, have 
discharged their duty with advantage 
to the country, it does not become 
me to decide, but I willingly submit 
every part of their conduct^ the 
judgement of the house and of the 
country. With respect to myself, I 
never have held, nor ever will hold a 
sinecure office ; but I never will suf- 
fer any aspersion to be thrown from 
any quarter upon any of my family, 
without boldly and fairly meeting 
it.” 

Then Mr W. Pole adverted to the 
latter and better part of Lord Coch- 
rane’s speech. « Here,” he said, “ he 
had made some observations upon 
subjects connected with the practical 
part of his profession, and had dis- 
played that degree of information and 
ingenuity which every body allowed 
him to possess. During the period 
that I have had the honour of hold- 
ing a situation at the Admiralty, I 
have frequently had the advantage of 
hearing the noble lord’s sentiments 
upon practical professional points, 
and the noble lord would do the Ad- 
miralty and myself the justice to ad- 
mit, that his opinions hadJbetf^h ^ti- 
ed to with that degree of attention 
and respect; to "'birh, upon such sub- 
jects, they would be always entitled. 
'Greatly is it to^ be regretted that 
he does not consult his own natural 
good understanding, instead of suffer- 
ing himself to be guided by others*, 
who are perpetually leading him astray . 
There is, to be sure, a considerable 
degree of eccentricity in the noble 
lord’s manner, but at the same time 
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he has so much good British stuff 
about him, and so much knowledge 
of his profession, that he would al- 
ways be listened to with great re- 
spect ; it is therefore the more to be 
lamented that he does not follow the 
dictates of his own good ‘understand- 
ing, instead of being guided by the 
erroneous advice, or adopting the 
wild theories, of others. Let me ear- 
nestly advise him,” said Mr Pole, “ to 
give up such practices,— let me assure 
him, that an adherence to the pur- 
suits of his profession, of which he is 
so great an ornament, will tend more 
to bis own honour, and to the advan- 
tage of his count! y, than a perseve- 
rance in the conduct which he has of 
late adopted, — a conduct which can 
only lead him into errors, and make 
him the dupe of those who use the 
authority of his name to advance their 
own mischievous purposes.” 

With the same indignation against 
every thing which bore an appear- 
ance of injustice, the same good in- 
tentions, and the same in- 
judicious manner of at- Feb. 19. 
tempting to carry them 
into effect, Lord Cochrane moved for 
papers, “ which,” he said, w would 
expose a system of abuses prevalent 
in the Admiralty Court, unparalleled 
irt this country, and exceeding any 
that had existed in Spain under the 
infamous administration of Godoy. 
The whole navy of ‘England wad 
obliged to employ a single individual 
to carry on its business before the 
Admi ralty Court, —a person, perhaps, 
in whose competency they might have 
no confidence ; but admitting his abi- 
lity and integrity to be unquestiona- 
ble, still the thing was preposterous. 
Would any man like to be obliged to 
employ an attorney, who, at the same 
time, did business for the other side ? 
Was such a regulation consistent with 
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equity* or with common sense ? The 
pcrsonallibertyof the navy officers was 
answerable for some seizures, the pro* 
<luce of which notwithstanding went 
to the crown* and the most abomina- 
ble compromises sometimes took place* 
Whether theprofits of those compro- 
mises found their way into the pock- 
ets of any particular individual, he 
wasnotabsolutelysure,buthethought 
he had evidence to slieifr this to be t he 
fact ; and what indeed coffld be the 
design of confining the captors to one 
proctor, except that the secrecy so 
suited to these transactions might 
thereby be better preserved? The 
navy was paralysed by this corrupt 
system. The most trifling vessels 
were condemned at an expence equal 
to that of the largest, so that the con- 
demnation of a fishing boat might be 
swelled up to the expence of condem- 
ning an Indiaman ; and consequently, 
in many cases, the labour or capture 
ended in nothing but putting money 
into the proctor’s pocket. As an 
instance, Mose6 Griffin, a Jew, an 
agent at one of the out-ports, received 
two thirds out of the produce of a 
vessel, the remaining third being the 
whole share distributed for admiral, 
captain , in ferior officers, petty officers, 
seanjen and marines. What was the 
effect of such a system, but to para- 
lyse the navy ? for could it possibly 
be necessary to have 120 ships of the 
line in commission for the purpose of 
blockading three-and-twenty ships of 
the enemy, # if proper exertions were 
m^de. But to ensure alacrity in ha- 
rassing the commerce and shipping of 
the enemy^the abuses of the Admir- 
alty Court must be done away. No- 
thing else could be effectual. He 
himself had captured 1 3 vessels laden 
with corn for Barcelona, and pro- 
tected by two small ships of war, 
which were sunk $ if he had taken 


these and carried them into Malta, 
and got them condemned, he must 
have put his hand in his pocket and 
paid for it.” Lord Cochrane then 
past to another topic. « The com- 
merce of the enemy J” he said, « was 
carried on to an immense amount by 
ou» ^licences, which were an article 
of common sale in Hamburgh and 
other places : and, by means of these 
licences, the enemy’s ships were seen 
coasting along by hundreds, in per- 
fect security, and even filling the ri- 
ver Thames, contrary to the naviga- 
tion act ; thus raising sailors for Buo- 
naparte, to whose commerce and navy 
our ministers were the best friends.” 
He then moved for a copy of the 
agent’s accounts from the Registrar’s 
Office for a certain period, and for 
several other papers, the bulk of 
which, had they been granted, Mr 
Stephen said, would have exceeded 
that of all the proceedings upon the 
Scheldt expedition. 

Sir W. Scott replied, by asking 
“ how the Court of Admiralty could 
possibly be answerable for the ac- 
counts of the agents, on which Lord 
Cochrane had founded all hi£ invec- 
tives ? That noble lord was a prompt 
accuser, but also an unfortunate one ; 
and lie pledged himself, by all the cre- 
dit which he might have obtained du- 
ring the many years that he had sat 
in that house, that this accusation 
► woul d pro ve as unfortunate as any of 
his preceding one*.” Mr Rose said, 
“ he had investigated this subject, 
with a c^re and attention, for which 
Lord Cochftine, he supposed, would 
not give him credi£: he had bestow- 
ed upon it many days and many 
eights, an<f he was convinced, that if 
the noble loAl tvere to succeed in 
throwing abroad, into other hands, 
the business which was now confined 
to the king’s proctor, he would ex- 
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tremcly injure the interests of the na- 
vy, depreciate the character of the 
country, unnecessarily annoy the neu- 
tral trader, and very much embarrass 
the British merchant.” The abuses 
in the agent’s 1 accounts Mr Rose ad- 
mitted. M This evil,” he said? M had 
been* strongly represented to him, 
soon after he became treasurer of the 
navy ; he had consequently inquired 
into the subject, and had had no less 
than 153 of these cases befo^i him, 
nine of which were now before the 
judge of the High Court of Admiral- 
ty, in consequence of the enormous 
charges which the account contained. 
In one case, the charges of an agent 
at Portsmouth, who had 62,0001. to 
distribute, amounted to 94621., of 
which 12001. was stated to be for 
postage. Feeling that the navy suf- 
fered deeply for want of somebody 
to look to their interests, he had, 
after the last session of parliament, 
proposed that a person should be ap- 
pointed for that purpose. »He did 
not wish that a place should he crea- 
ted ; but a gentleman who had made 
this business his study' having writ- 
ten to* him, and having been very re- 
spectably recommended, particularly 
by two members on the opposite side 
of the house, he had accepted that 
gentleman’s services, who was now 
going through the cases in the most 
(satisfactory manner.” With regard 
to the seamen, Mr Rose 
he had completely succeeded inget- 

S 'ustke to them ; and he 

uded by regretting, jbat Lord 
Cochrar e, *' instead o f i making a dC- 
eultdry complain* of abuses, had not** 
put his finger on a single case^ when 
he would have found him as ready »s 
himself to "bring it iftider the consi- 
deration of the house. If he would 
now alter hiS motion, and move for 
papers relating to any one ship, he 


would readily agree to it ; and thus 
to bring forward one case, would be 
quite as fair and far less inconvenient 
than the whole.” 

Mr Stephen spoke to the manner 
in which Lord Cochrane had attack- 
ed the officers of the Court of Admi- 
ralty, and then called for papers which 
he had never examined, just to give a 
chance that there might, by extreme 
possibility, bh something in them to 
justify th^ accusation. “ He would 
not,” he said, u affront the high cha- 
racters so wantonly calumniated, — 
characters respected, not only by this 
country, but by the civilized world, 
for their talents and integrity, by be- 
coming their apologist in answer to 
such an attack as this. But there 
was another class of men whom Lord 
Cochrane had not less wantonly ca- 
lumniated ; for was it possible that 
he,^ a navy officer himself, could ap- 
preciate the navy justly, when he de- 
clared, that if the fees of the Court 
of Admiralty were diminished, the 
hundred sail of the line now employ- 
ed might be reduced to forty; or 
when he intimated that they required 
any other stimulus to exertion than 
their sense of pubbe duty.” Sir 
C. Pole agreed with Lord Cochrane, 
that it was ridiculous, as well ajj un- 
just, to allow only one proctor to be 
employed, and for one man to be advo- 
cating the cause of the, contending 
parties at the same tithe. • " Facts,”, 
he said, had been stated, whicB. 
ought tO be inquired iqto ; it had,, 
been positively asserted, that 30 
cent, was charged for Uiecondeih- 
nafeiori of a prize ; and; that an offi- 
cer commanding a frigate, who bad 
taken a prize, and who had object- 
ed tofjJfty, this exorbitant . d.cmarid, 
was tWa by the proctor, that if he 
di.a hot pay it, the ship would.be 
condemned as a droit of admiralty to 

' ' 12 
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the king.” This fact of the 30 per 
cent* was explained by Sir J. Nichols. 
44 A number of vessels, under Prus- 
sian colours,” he said, 41 had been de- 
tained ; and no means were possessed 
of proving that they belonged to the 
enemy, when a person abroad offered to 
prove that ‘they did. He did so ; the 
vessels were condemned : he claimed an 
allowance of 30 per cen^ for his ser- 
vice, and the demanc^was Complied 
with, because it was thought advisa- 
ble to keep on good terms with him, 
as otherwise no furtlier information 
could be expected from that quarter. 
How could they do better for the 
captors ? for whom the 70 per cent, 
which they received could not have 
been obtained, had they not availed 
themselves of this person’s services.” 

Lord Cochrane replied, 44 he ex- 
pected that the gentlemen opposite 
would defend such abuses, but that 
they would have defended them bet- 
ter than they liad done. IF proper 
encouragement were given, a much 
greater number of prizes would be 
sent in ; at present the commerce of 
France was almost uninterrupted, and 
the cause originated in the Admiral- 
ty Court. Our navy cost us annual- 
ly 20 millions, — six might be saved, 
and the commerce of France destroy- 
ed.” He, however, took Mr Rose’s 
advice, and moved for documents re- 
lating to two vessels, which 
March 9. were accordingly granted. 

When these papers were 
laid before this house, he moved for 
som^additional ones, which were re- 
quired to elucidate them. In making 
this motion, he repeated some of his 
former charges, and thereby gave 
occasion to a farther explanation of 
the 30 per ceut. Sir J. Nicholls 
stated, that the person who had been 
thus* rewarded had been employed 
in neutralizing many of the enemy’s 

C'UL UK TAUT X. 


ships, and offered, if his terms were 
accepted, not only to secure evidence 
of their being enemy’s property, but 
also to discover several which had 
been neutralized by others. He ac- 
cordingly went to the continent, and 
drew the French ministers of maflfine 
into a correspondence which brought 
the truth to light.— Upon this Lord 
Cochrane remarked, that spies ought 
to be pai^ by the government, not by 
the navy. Sir J. Nicholls passed a 
high and deserved eulogium on the 
judge of the Admiralty Court, 44 who, 
by a course of decisions,” he said, 
44 had established a system of mari- 
time jurisprudence, that shewed the 
world we were not the tyrants of 
the seas, but that our proceedings were 
founded in justice and moderation. 
Notwithstanding the interference of 
his duties with the interests of the 
people of other nations, there was no 
man whose character stood higher, 
either in Europe, or on the other side 
of the Atlantic.” 

Colonel Wardle also moved for pa- 
pers, 44 on which,” he said, 44 it wai 
his intention to found some proposi- 
tions for bettering the si- 
tuation of a large body of Feb . 15. 
meritorious public servants, 
who suffered materially from the sys- 
tem of abuse carried on in some of 
the navy departments. When Lord 
RajJiain wsas comptroller of the navy, 
places* litifte Navy Office were sold : 
whether Lord Barham, ^youkl vindi- 
cate the practice, he did not know ; 
but it was highly necessary that in- 
quiry should take pl'^pe. In the Na- 
vy Pay-office and Admiralty, the ap- 
pointments wt!i*e on an equitable foot- 
ing, the salary being proportioned to 
length of service ; but in the Navy Of- 
fice, it was usual to promote junior 
clerks over the heads of men who 
were many years their seniors in the 
t* K 
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service. In one instance, a junior 
clerk, who had been but eleven years 
in the office, was promoted to a 
place of 3001A a year, over the heads 
ot senior clerks, who had been from 
27 to 30 years in the service! In the 
Si<?k and Hurt Office, a gentleman 
liad been obliged against his will to 
retiic on an allowance of 170 per an- 
num, and a boy of 11* was then ap- 
pointed to his situation, ov^J^ie heads 
of senior clerks, and at a raised salary. 
The secretary of that office was pen- 
sioned off at his full salary of 5001. , 
and an assistant appointed in his stead 
at 10001. Another abuse, not less wor- 
thy the attention of the house, was 
the creation of several new offices, 
with very unmerited salaries annexed. 
These practices took place among 
the commissioners of the navy, and 
the new offices were given to the mem- 
bers of the committee of these com- 
missioners. One gentleman, for act- 
ing as chairman of that committee, 
was allowed 2001., in addition to his 
former salary of 1000L, and each of 
the members had an additional 1501. ; 
buf no additional duties were requi- 
red of them, and all the business they 
had to do was performed within the 
usual hours of their sitting, and in the 
committee-room . ’ 9 

In reply to these miscellaneous 
charges, Mr R. Ward said, u it was 
proper the house should* hear j-ffiir 
representation «f theTase?Vnrch had 
bet'ii buuigbjlj ^efore them. In 1786*, 
a committee was appointed to inquire 
into thcffftxtent and propriety of fees. 
.Lord BarhanJ, then Sir C. Middle- 
ton, who was at the head of the navy 
board, and the othei* commissioners 
of that board, were examined, and 
openly stated, that their salaries were 
made up in part of gratuities and fe s 
received in consequence of the sale of 
offices. The report of the commit- 


tee declared, ‘ that the practice of 
receiving gratuities on the appoint- 
ment of clerks was bad, though it 
had been sanctioned by long usage.’ 
Ten years afterwards, the practice 
was abolished, and in consequence the 
salary of the comptroller was raised 
from its former 1 nominal 5001. to f 
15001., and an addition of 2001. given 
to tlie othwr commissioners. With 
regard fo the# promotion of a junior 
clerk over his seniors, as it was not 
asserted to have been procured by 
corruption or any undue motive, the 
house would not think this an in- 
quiry to be enti Gained, to the great 
detriment of public business, and the 
mischievous embarrassment of the 
public offices. The Sick and Hurt 
Office, to which Mr Wardle had al- 
luded, existed no longer : it was in- 
corporated with the Tran sport Office, 
and this change had given rise to ar- 
rangements highly advantageous to 
the public service. If Mr Wardle 
charged the pension which had bceu 
granted to Sir W. Gibbons, on the 
suppression of the board to which he , 
had belonged, as an instance of cor- 
ruption, he must go onto charge the 
beneficial arrangements which follow- 
ed the suppression of that office as 
corrupt also. The pension wa*s grant- 
ed upon the same principle which 
governed every such case.” Mr Wil- 
berforcc requested* for Lord Bar- ■ 
ham’s # sake, that the most full in- 
quiry might take place. “ Of hi& 
own knowledge,” he diiid, “ he could 
state, that all the ’ arrangements for 
reform which had been adopted, sub- 
sequently to the report of 1786, had 
been introduced at the express desire 
of Lord Barham, who at the time 
consented to remain in office only on 
the condition that these reforms should 
be carried into effect.” * 

There was so little shadow of cauee 
3 
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for the charge against Lord Barham, and expose certain mal-practices, at 
that, notwithstanding the request of he had threatened. Among other 
liia son-in-law Mr Noel, and of Mr things in this letter, it was stated, that 
Wilberforce, it was thought unbeco- Captain Warwick L;£te, when com- 
mingtograntthepaperwhich had been mander of the Rccruft, set a man be- 
moved for on*such ground?. Other longinjfto that vessel on shore at Sotn- 
papers, relating to a charge of the sale brerO, an uninhabited island, wfure 
of offices since the bill which prohibit- he died through lumi^r, or otherwise, 
cd this practice, were granted. M,r for more was never heard of him. 
Wardie then moved for^i general re- This, said Thomas, was known to Sir 
turn of* all the clerks «n the % different A. Coch*wne, who suffered this titled 


departments in the Navy Office, Navy 
Pay-office, Sick and Hurt. andTrans- 
port Board, with the dates of their 
entries, ages, periods of their service, 
salaries at which they entered, and 
the augmentations since made to 
them, &c. ; to which Mr R. Ward 
replied, that he might as well move 
for a committee of the house to take 
into consideration the salaries allowed 
to every clerk in the different offices 
under government ; and Mr Davies 
Giddy observed, that though, all con- 
siderations being equal, he should 
certainly wish to give the preference 
to seniority, yet nothing could be so 
ruinous a # s to act on this as a general 
principle, particularly in public of- 
fices. It would go the length of say- 
ing, that a person who was the senior 
must be preferred even over one of 
the greatest capacity. Mr Wardle’s 
motion was of course negatived ; — 
whatever papers he called for upon 
specific cases weve voted. 

A circumstance connected with the 
naval service occurred during this ses- 
sion, which stfongly excited the pub- 
lic fueling. Mr Bragge Bathurst, 
the. member for Bristol, received a 
letter from a freeman of that city, by 
name Charles Morgan Thomas, com- 
plaining, that having been purser of 
the Demerary, he was now detained 
as a supernumerary before the mast ; 
being thus as it were kept prisoner, 
that he might not return to England 


murderer to escape, and he has now 
the command of the Ulysses. Thi* 
letter Mr Bathurst transmitted to the 
Admiralty, and they immediately in- 
stituted an inquiry, fn the first place, 
they informed Captain Lake of the 
charge which was brought against 
him, and called upon him to explain 
his conduct. He admitted that he 
had set a man on shore upon the 
island of Sombrero, but alleged that 
the man wa9 a most infamous charac- 
ter, and that having called at Som- 
brero for ihe purpose of taking him 
again on board, he was not there, 
having, as it afterwards appeared by 
an American newspaper, been taken 
off by an American vessel. Sir* A. 
Cochrane being also called upon by 
the Admiralty, replied, that he was 
** well aware of the irregularity of 
the proceeding at the time it occur- 
red, and when it was reported to him 
sent Captain Lake back to the island 
tcA?ke th« man off, but he was al- 
ready ‘gone*; and having heard soon 
after that the man was jn America, 
upon the authority oi an American 
newspaper, which assured Him of his 
safety, he consented, Jaftcr seriously 
admonishing Captain Lake, to let 
th* business rAt. If their lordships 
still deemed it proper toorder a court- 
martial upon the subject, there were, 
no doubt, many persons in the Re- 
cruit who would prove the fact of 
the man’s having been sent on shore, 



148 ’ EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810. [Chap. 4, 


though,** the admiral concluded, 
u the island of Sombrero is close to 
Anguilla, and in the track where ves- 
sels are constantly passing and re- 
passing.** Commissioners from a court 
of inquiry went on board the Recruit. 
Bylhe Complete-honk of that sloop 
it appeared, thali Robert Jeffery, or- 
dinary seaman, run, on the 13th Dec. 
1807, on the island of Sombrero ; 
but by the log it appeare;^ that he 
was landed there by a boat : And the 
evidence which they collected on 
board was, that this man, for having 
broached a cask of spruce beer, was 
landed there by order of the captain ; 
that he was without provisions, or 
any other clothes than what he wore : 
the boat’s crew gave him a pair of 
shoes and a knife, and the lieutenant 
who was sent in the boat gave him 
a handkerchief, to make a signal to 
any vessel which might pass. He 
was left in tears, and the Recruit did 
not return to look for hijn till the 
Jlth of February. It was farther 
stated, tjiat he was landed in the 
evening, and that on the following 
morfiing some of the officers reported 
to Captain Lake the situation of the 
island, which was then so near that a 
boat might have been conveniently 
sent to bring the man oif, with a view 
of bringing to his recollection the 
circumstance of his havinglanded him, 
and with a hope of inducing hiip t jo 
send for him again ; lor'uie act was 
considered as T an ac^ of great cruelty 
and oppression. Upon this the Lords 
of the Admiralty ordered a court* 
martial upon Captain Lake. The 
feet was proved ; indeed it was not 
denied. C.j plain Lake rested his de- 
fence upon the character of Jeffery, 
• f whose propensity,** he said, “ to 
dishonest^ and disobedience was such 
as to lead him and many others to be- 
lieve, that punishment would only 


harden his heart, and confirm him in 
his bad practices. By landing him, 
he thought to make him more sensi- 
ble of his want of conduct, and to re- 
form him, believing that the island was 
inhabited* Jeffery, he knew, had got 
to America. He therefore hadneitner 
intended to expose 1 the man to death, 
nor had the man died in consequence 
oT his exposure. The commander- 
in-chief upon ,,thc station took the 
affair under his inquiry ; he had every 
means of information, and the result 
of his matureand unbiassed judgement 
was, that a ^ourt-martial was not ne- 
cessary ; but he did,** said Captain 
Lake, “ agreeably io the feelings of 
his honourable character, inquire in- 
to, adjudge, and punish me on the 
occasion ; for I was seriously admo- 
nished by him, as he states in his let- 
ter; and what but punishment can 
that be to a feeling, manly, and ho- 
nourable mind ? I did therefore hope 
that this unfortunate event had been 
sufficiently visited, and that the present 
court- martial might have been deemed 
unnecessary.** Captain Lake conclu- 
ded his defence by saying, that “ he 
looked forward to be speedily relieved, 
by the sentence of Uie court, from 
the dark and horrible insinuations 
which had gone forth, and deeply 
wounded his peace of mind, and af- 
fected his character as a captain of a 
British m3n of war, confidently ex- 
pecting^ favourable result from their 
feelings of justice and honour.” 

But the evidence which was before? 
the court was not such as ju&ified 
this confidence ; some circumstances, 
indeed, seemed to imply that Captain 
Lake supposed the island to be inha- 
bited ; he had ordered the word thief 
to be painted on a piece of canvass 
and fastened to the man’s back ; and 
the master of the Recruit deposed, 
that Captain Lake, as he was rising 
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f from table after dinner the next day, 
said, “ I wonder how old friend Jeffery 
comes on now ; I suppose he has got 
housed by this time* 9 9 It was also given 
L in evidence, that when the # boat was 
Agoing with Jeffery, some of the men 
murmured, sayiugr he would be star- 
ved to death ; upon which the master 
replied* “ You be dajnned the 
meaning of which, being interpreted, 
was supposed to be, that he would 
do very well. But from this very 
circumstance it appeared, that if the 
captain were ignorant of the real 
state of the island, the crew were not. 
The boat’s-crew who were sent to 
land him went up upon the rock to 
see if there were any houses, and re- 
ported that there were none ; one of 
them gave him a knife, and the lieute- 
nant gave him a handkerchief that he 
might make a signal with it,— gifts 
which would not have been thought 
of upon an inhabited shore. However 
much, there fore, the rocksof theisland 
might have appeared, in the dusk of 
the evening, like houses, it cannot be 
.supposed that Capt. Lake could re- 
main in ignorance of the real nature of 
the place. The man’s character was 
not such as to afford even the slightest 
extenuation of such a punishment. He 
had been once charged with going into 
the gunner’s cabin, and taking out 
a bottle with some rum in it, and for 
this offence he had been dogged. The 
only other allegation against him was, 
£hat he had broached a cask of spruce 
beei? which had* been brewed for the 
ship’* company. It was said, indeed, 
that he had always been considered 
as a skulking man ; that he was gene- 
rally down below on the watch, and 
could never be got up on deck ; but, 
besides that he was a man who had 
been pressed into the service, and had 
never voluntarily entered it, the evi- 
dence of the master himself, who of 


all the witnesses gave him the worst 
character, at the same time that it ac- 
cused him, made hi^ excuse; for it 
stated, that he had notbeen long at sea; 
that he was a very weak man ; that he 
had,beer< several times started by'the 
boatswain’s mate with a rope, (amode 
of punishment never in use in well-re- 
gulated ships,) and that his punish- 
ments hurt, him very much for all 
which Reasons the master thought he 
had better be out of the ship. 

The case was flagrant, and the 
court sentenced Captain Lake to be 
dismissed from the service. They 
supposed Jeffery to be living, upon 
the authority of the American news- 
paper ; and even if this had not been 
their opinion, the sentence was the 
heaviest which they could pronounce. 
This was on the 6th of February ; 
the substance of the trial was pub- 
lished, as usual, in the newspapers ; and, 
after a few days. Sir Francis 
Burdett asked in the House Feb, 15* 
of Commons, whether go- 
vernment meant to take any farther 
steps upon a subject so disgraceful to 
the service, and so materially interest- 
ing to the life and security of every 
seaman in the navy ; for if such wan- 
ton acts of tyranny were suffered to 
obtain with impunity, there would be 
an end of all order and good govern- 
ment in qur fleets. He moved, there- 
fore? committee to 

take into consideration the % April 5. 
papers relating to tire con- 
duct and trial* of the Hon. Captain 
Lake, and to report thereon to the 
house. “ The fact,* he said, ** had 
been announced in the newspapers, 
without any reipark expressive of ab- 
horrence ; it seemed to have been re- 
garded as a light and trivial matter, , 
Bke a common occurrence of the day, 
such as 4 a stage coach was overturn- 
ed in Piccadilly, but we are happy tto 
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say that none of the passengers were 
hurt.* His own opinion was, that 
Jeffery must have perished upon the 
island ; but wither he had, or had 
not, the moral guilt of this unexam- 
pled act of oppression was the same ; 
and his first intention had been to 
propose an address to his majesty, 
that he would be graciously pleased 
to older Captain Lake to be prose- 
cuted for murder by the atlW.icy-ge- 
lieral. But as a grand jury might 
have hesitated to find a bill where 
there was some doubt of the man’s 
death, he hud preferred the present 
motion. There was some ground to 
suppose that the man had not been 
exposed for taking, or, as it was call- 
ed, stealing some spruce beer, but 
because there was a conspiracy to get 
rid of him ; and that the persons who 
had thus exposed him were impress- 
ed with a belief that he must perish 
there, appeared by the circumstance 
that they iobbed him of Ids clothes 
and money, as thinking these things 
would be of no use to him.” 

Sir Francis then spoke of the im- 
perfect search which l^ad been made 
upon the island two months afterward, 
and he condemned, in strong terms, 
the conduct of Sir A. Cochrane, 
“who thought an admonition sufficient 
punishment for such a proceeding, 
and who sent back to search for the 
man the very persons who. had < beCTi 
concerned in landing him. One of 
the persons enjoyed to make this 
search was the master, 4 \vho could 
hardly, ujton lys own evidence, be 
considered as lees than an accomplice 
in the act ; and this man and his com- 
panions, when employed upon such a 
search, took with them muskets and 
slugs, that they might make of it a 
♦sporting party. What could be mor. 
shocking than this, fhat at a moment 
when, they were sent to ascertain the 


life or death of one human being, and 
perhaps, to decide upon the life or 
death of another, they should be so 
little impressed with the dreadful duty 
in which they were occupied as to 
turn it info a party of pleasure, and 
divide their time between searching 
for the body, and shooting birds r 
They had found part of the troWsers 
of the unfortunate man white' they 
were employed* in this amusement ! 
Insinuations had been made, as an ex- 
cuse, that Captnin Lake was insane, 
or in liquor, at the time when lie ex- 
posed him ; but intoxication could 
not well be pLrded : he had had 
time to reflect upon his conduct ; the 
sun had gone down upon his wrath, 
but it had risen upon his wrath also. 
Whatever the offence of which the 
man so punished was guilty, four-and- 
twenty hours exposure on a desart 
island, without food, or water, or 
raiment, the horror that must attend 
on such a situation, even for such a 
space of time, was surely an adequate, 
if not an overstrained visitation. But 
if Captain Lake was drunk or mail 
at the time, surely it should have pre- 
vented his promotion to amoreimport- 
ant command ; For lie had been made 
post -captain since the fact was per- 
petrated. For the safety of the sailor, 
for the honour of the house and of 
the country, it was not fitting that 
the business should *end here; and 
though there might not be ground 
for a prosecution for murder, ther 
was enough to call upon the house 
to appoint a committee, for the pur- 
pose of considering what farther should 
be done upon an occasion so extraor- 
dinary and aggravated.” 

Mr Perceval replied, that ft he did 
not by any means wish to repress the 
feelings which this statement of c the 
case necessarily excited, and he ad- 
mitted that it was uo sort of excuse 
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for C iptain Lake to allege, that he 
/ did not know tlmt the island of Som- 
brero was uninhabited. There was 
but little shade of difference between 
the guilt of sending a man on an 
S island that he knew to be uninha- 
' bited, and sending him to one that he 
had no reason to suppose was inhabit- 
ed,-^ circumstance which it was his 
du^ t to have ascertained. If there 
was ajjy proof tliat the maiitwas dead, 
thescnteuivof thecoifrt-martial could 
not now prevent his being tried for 
muni t ; but unless there were proof 
he could not be convicted, and when 
there was no probability of convict- 
ing, there could be no use in indict- 
ing. This would be the way to se- 
cure an acquittal, in which case, if 
Jeffery's body should ever afterwards 
be found, or his death proved, Captain 
Lake could never be tried again. 
There was, in fact, no manner of evi- 
dence that the man had lost his life, 
and there was some evidence of his 
safety. Captain Lake had already re- 
ceived the severest sentence which the 
court-martial could pronounce, a sen- 
. tence which, to a man who had arri- 
ved at so high a rank in the navy, was 
no slight punishment ; and if the man 
were still living, a farther punishment 
might be inflicted on him, for the sai- 
lor would have a civil action for da- 
mages, in which case a jury would 
have to declare what damages ought 
to be given in a case of such extreme 
cruelty and atrocity. He did not 
Ssee, therefore, what good could be 
dor* by the appointment of a com- 
mittee, or what form of trial they 
could order if appointed, and there- 
fore he wished Sir Francis would with- 
draw his motion for the present ; but 
he wished also, most particularly, that 
it should not be supposed the house 
thought lightly of the case, or that 
they dissented from the motion for 


any other reason, than that there was 
not evidence before them to induce 
them to order a prosecution for mur- 
der.” 

Mr Whitbread « lie saw no 
reason why the house should nut ad- 
dress tru king, to direct the officer 
on that station to make the most ac- 
curate search upon Sombrero for the 
man's remains, and also to ascertain 
whether lie were alive or not.” This 
was a p; Jper suggestion, and the re- 
mark which Mr Whitbread made upon 
the admiral's conduct was not less so. 
“If,”hesaid,“thehousethought that 
the cruelty of Captain Lake was so 
great in sending a man on shore upon 
an island, when he did not know whe- 
ther it was inhabited or not, what 
must they think of Sir A. Cochrane, 
who, knowing that the island was 
uninhabited, still conceived that a 
simple admonition to Captain Lake 
was punishment enough for such ex- 
treme cruelty ? Responsibility ex- 
tended throughout the whole line of 
the service, and the admiral who could 
think that such a crime ought to pass 
unpunished, was himself deeply ac- 
countable ; nay, his conduct was still 
more culpable, when, knowing this 
transaction, he allowed Captain Lake 
to be promoted to a ship of higher 
rank than he had commanded before. 
The Admiralty would not do their 
duty unless they were to order some 
pi ^eediftgs against Sir A.Cochrane.” 

Mr Stephen said, “ he happened, 
from peculiar circ':r:tanc^s, to be 
well acquainted with the situation of 
Sombrero ; he had sailed close to it, 
and could assure tho»house that it was 
uninhabited, # and that it was impossi- 
ble that any individual cast upon it 
could find the # means of subsistence 
there ; it was a bleak sandy island, 
not perhaps more than twice or thrice* 
a-year trodden upon by human feet : * 
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were he a petty juror upon the trial 
of such a case, he should no more he* 
sitate to bring in a verdict of mur- 
der, than if thw man had been let 
down into an unfrequented coal pic, 
and left there to perish.”— 4 ** This 
doctrine,” Mr Sheridan said, “ ?vas 
almost as bad as any thing Captain 
Lake had done. Mr Stephen had 
sailed very near the island, and from 
the mere look of it would gyre a ver- 
dict of guilty upon an indictment for 
murder ! The house ought seriously 
to consider whether Captain Lake 
knew the island to be desolate ; for 
himself, he believed that he did not ; 
that many of the officers were under 
the same error; and that, if they 
had known the island to be desolate, 
neither they nor the seamen would 
have obeyed their orders to leave him 
there. Every possible inquiry had 
been made, and was making, by the 
afHictedand respectable family of Cap- 
tain Lake, to ascertain whether Jef- 
fery had been taken off by an Ameri- 
can vessel, and if he was still living, 
and he doubted not but these facts 
would' soon be cleared up. He could 
not be supposed to utter a word con- 
veying the most distant idea that he 
meant to justify or excuse the leaving 
a British seaman on any island ; but 
though he had the highest respect 
for the officers of the British navy, 
he believed it was not without, a prece- 
dent, that where there had been a re- 
fractory object on board some of his 
majesty’s ships7inerc r have been cap- 
tains who have put such a man on an 
island that was inhabited,” 

Mr Perceval had taken up this sub- 
ject with the feeling and se verity whicji 
it deserved -there pught to have 
been but one opinion both of the con- 
duct of Captain Lake and of Sir A* 
#Cochrane ; but now that Mr Sheridan 
had, as it were, led the way, he soon 


found followers*. Admiral Harvey 
said, that justice andWmanity requi- 
red him to state, that Sombrero was 
a rock ; that the tain must lodge in 
many of the cavities; and that the 
eggs of birds were to be* had there in 
abundance ; so that no mao need to 
perish there for want of food and 
water. Captain Bcresford added to 
tliis statement*, that it wa9 har^Ur pos- 
sible for af man to remain therifour- 
and-twenty hours; the island was dai- 
ly resorted to by fishermen, and if 
he waved hi6 hat every morning he 
must be s^en. Both these officer* 
disclaimed all intention of excusing 
Captain Lake ; but what they said 
was received as an excuse by the 
attorney-general, who declared, that 
it much diminished the offence. Sir 
Vicary Gibbs also defended the ad- 
miral’s conduct, in which he was 
supported by Sir R. Bickerton and 
Mr R. Ward, who said, that the Ad- 
miralty were satisfied with the ex- 
planation which he had given of his 
conduct. Lord Cochrane also spoke 
in behalf of his kinsman. t( Sir A. 
Cochrane,”' he said, u in not bringing 
Captain Lake to a court-martial in 
the West Indies, had been guided by 
a too great leniency of temper, which 
was his known character; — but he 
had sent him home to be tried, where 
he was sure justice would be done ; 
he had sent him home, on half-pay in 
consequence of his conduct, though 
the Lords of the Admiralty had af- 
terwards thought propei* to promote 
him in the West Indies.” But this 
statement was directly contradicted 
by Mr W. Pole, in the name of the' 
Admiralty. Captain Lake,” he said, 
“ had returned to the country ill, and 
on his recovery had been sent out 
again to the West Indies ; a commis- 
sion had also been sent out to t 
admiral to make him post on the*’ 
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firet vacancy there,— but the Ad- 
nmiralty at that time knew nothing of 
, this transaction / 1 The debate termi- 
nated by a vote, that the correspon- 
dence between the Admiralty and 
pir A. Cochrane upon thjp subject 
should be laid before the house* 

In the course of the discussion, 
Mr Whitbread rose to remark the 
difference between Mr Stephen’s ac- 
count-if Sombrero, jnd that which 
Admiral Harvey and Captain Beres- 
ford had given ; the former, he said, 
described it as a low sandy island, 
where there was neither food nor 
water ; but since he sat down, two 
honourable officers, well acquainted 
witl^t, said it was a rock where 
there^vere many cavities filled with 
rain water, and plenty of birds eggs. 
Mr Stephen, in reply, repeated that 
he had seen the island, and that it ap- 
peared to him low and sandy ; he had 
lived eleven years in the neighbour- 
hood of Sombrero, and never heard 
that it was inhabited. He then ani- 
madverted upon the unwarrantable 
harshness with which Mr Whitbread 
*had commented upon him, as if he 
would insinuate that his evidence was 
false, which, he said, he could attri- 
bute only to that gentleman’s dispo- 
sition ‘to tear in pieces every one who 
differed from him. He was proceed- 
ing in terms of resentment against an 
attack which was equally unexpect- 
ed and undeserved, when the speaker 
interposed, and Sir A. Hamilton de- 
livered his Opinion, that both ac- 
counts, though they seemed to differ, 
weyeequajlytrue. The island did from 
a distance appear to be low and sandy ; 
but in the interior it wasfort y feet above 
the level of the water, and there were 
plenty of shell-fish, birds, and eggs.— - 
As^ soon, however, as these proceed- 
ings reached America, intelligence 
wa& obtained which out the nature of 


the island out of all doubt- Jeffery 
was found at Wenham, in the state 
of Massachusetts, where he made oath 
before a magistrate of *hc particulars 
of his case, and the^leposition was 
sent hoyie by the British consul. The 
accoynt tallied with all that had been 
given in evidence at the court-martial, 
except that it added seme farther par- 
ticulars. He had remained nine days 
on the islsjpd, without any food ex- 
cept about a dozen limpets, and some 
bark which he found on the shore* 
At first he did not believe that he 
should be left, and stood watching 
the ship next morning, expecting 
every moment that a boat would be 
put off to take him on board. Rain 
water he could find none when he 
landed, and suffered dreadfully from 
thirst, the salt water, of which he 
drank a great quantity, increasing 
rather than allaying it. But on the 
third day it rained, and then, as Ad- 
miral Hajvey and the other officers 
supposed, there remained enough in 
the cavities of the rocks to supply 
him, but he could only get at it by 
suckingit through a quill. Bird^there 
were, but he could not catch them, 
and one putrid egg was the only one 
he found. He saw five ships pass, 
but they were all too distant to see 
him, and the vessel by which he was 
at last taken off would probably have 
passed by without discovering his sig- 
nals; if the captain had not hove to 
from mere curiosity, to cxiynine the 
birds which were flying in great num- 
bers about *the island. He had been 
then nine days on thfe island, and was 
nearly dead when th*us providentially 
delivered,— -i*ot less fortunately for 
Captain Lake than for himself. 

It was also fortunate for Captain 
Lake that the circumstance was laid, 
hold of by the agitators. They maoV 
it a favourite topic be fore ffir Franck 
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had brought it before parliament, and great leniency of temper was no ex- 
;is the discussion took place only two cuse for conduct like this; and as the 
days before the order was issued for ministry and the Admiralty seemed to 
his committal po the Tower, especial attach no culpability to what was so 
sticss was lailj upon this circuin- highly culpable, this was a point 
stance, to persuade the people how which ought to have been pressed^ 
important it was that they should upon them. But this was not conve- 
liave such a defender in the House of nient for the demagogues, because 
Commons; as if he were the only Lord Cochrane had spoken in his kins- 
friend to the sailors, and the only man man's favour^and that influence4vith 
who felt indignation against tyranny them wasr all- sufficient. Tok&yathc 
and oppression. It did nof suit the subject alive, therefore, they had re- 
views of these men that the matter course to the curious artifice of refu- 
sliould he at rest, when Jeffery's sing to believe the affidavits from Ame- 
safety was ascertained. There was rica. JeffLy’s escape, they said, was 
one part of the case indeed which certainly not the more to be credited 
ought not to have rested, which was for such proofs. Way were there not 
the conduct of Sir A. Cochrane ; lie, more certificates ? why not one ft 
it is true, waspersuaded, and, as it after- the master of the ship who waAaid 
wards appeared, upon good grounds, to have saved him ? why was not he 
that Jeffery had escaped; but he well himself brought to England if he 
knew the whole extent of the danger were indeed alive ? — The affidavit 
to which he had been exposed, and might really have been made, and yet 
therefore knew the whole extent of a deception practised upon the pub- 
the captain’s guilt ; yet lie had made lie ; for why should not a fellow be 
no communication upon the subject got to personate Jeffery in America, 
to the Admiralty, and if the circum- and swear any thing which was re- 
stance had not by mere accident come quired of him ? The mother of Jcf- 
to their knowledge, no proceedings fery was persuaded to put her name 
upon it would ever have taken place, to a letter in the newspapers, saying 
for it must be considered as an acci- she did not believe the affidavit, be- 
dent that the poor scapegrace Tho- cause it was signed with a mark, and 
mas should have written to the her son could write. This was* cer* ‘ 
member of Bristol ; that he should tainly a strong ground of suspicion, 
have incidentally mentioned this bu- if the style of her letter, which had 
sincss ; and that the member, instead evidently been written for her, had 
of disregarding such a letter from not excited as strong a suspicion on 
such a man, as so many persons would the other side. The matter, however, 
have done* sliotrki liaVe sent it to the was soon decided by JeffVry’s arrival. * 
Admiralty. And when Sir* A. Coch- Measures had been taken by Capwiu 
rane was c<filed upon by the Admir- Lake to compromise the affair with 
alty, his letter discovered a manifest him as soon as he landed, and the go* 
wish to excuse Captain . Lake ; and vernor of Sombrero, as he was called, 
his representation of the situation of made a farther profit of his past suf- 
Sombrero was evidently designed to ferings, by exhibiting himself in Lou- 
extenuatc the inexcusable wickedness don at the same rate of admittance 
,^f setting the man on shore upon a as was demanded .for the Fat' Man 
barren and desolate rock. A too and the Durham Oat* Meantime 
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-Captain Lake was essentially served 
^by his worst enemies ; for the public, 
perceiving with what malignity and 
mischievous intent these writers en- 
deavoured to prove, in the very face 
fcof the fact, that Jeffery actually had 
lost his life, were naturally led to the 
opposite extreme, and seemed on their 
art Ao forget by how mere a chance 
e had preserved it; and 4jie perpetra- 
tor of this detestable yet in^this man- 
ner escaped with less general infamy 
and odium than he deserved. 

With whatever motives the parti- 
sans of Sir Francis pursued this busi- 
ness, he himself deserved the thanks 
of the government, as well as of the 
country* The other discussions con- 
cerning abuses, real as well as pre- 
tended, in the navy and naval depart- 
ments, had evidently been brought 
forward with all the prejudice and 
misrepresentations which distinguish 
the radical reformers ; their argu- 
ments were addressed to the vulgar, 
and they succeeded in engaging the 
attention of the vulgar ; while the 
measures of real utility to the service 
which were proposed or effected by 
its true friends were unheeded, and 
scarcely heard of. A motion was 
made by Lord Melville, that an ade- 
quate* number of king’s ships should 
without delay be prepared and held 
in readiness for the accommodation of 
such troops as jt might be found ex- 
pedient to embark in furtherance of 
the public service. This motion he 
introduced §y a speech of sound rea- 
soiffng and great ability. “ The great 
lo$s of lives,” he said, €€ which our 
colonial conquests had cost at the 
commencement of the last war, had 
led him to observe that the mortali- 
ty did not arise solely, nor perhaps 
principally, from their services in the 
field ; and to believe that an improve- 
ment in the mode of conveying the 


troops, by affording them a more 
airy and comfortable accommodation 
during the passage to the West Indies, 
would tend greatly to jheir preserva- 
tion. The thencomm^der-in-chief of 
the troqps upon that station was per- 
suaded that every prospect of success 
from their operations depended more 
upon the care, attention, and comfort 
afforded to them on their passage,than 
upon any other circumstance what- 
ever. Tuese objects could best be 
attained by the use of armed troop- 
ships ; and whether you considered 
the comfortable accommodation which 
the officers and meu enjoy upon the 
voyage, in comparison with that which 
they experience in common trans- 
ports, — the safety of the troops in 
case of separation,— the comparative- 
ly few ships required for the convey- 
ance of an army, — the expedition with 
which it may be transported, — the 
facility of landing and rc-embarking 
troops, as well as other essentials,— 
the superior advantages of this mode 
of sending troops over that of convey- 
ing them in hired transports are al- 
together incalculable. One advantage 
deserved especial notice, that of ha- 
ving the ships under naval discipline, 
a circumstance of the highest import- 
ance.” And here Lord Melville pro- 
duced the testimony of some navy offi- 
cers. One declared that it was total- 
ly impracticable to land an army in 
the *face of a respectable enemy in 
transport-boats. The greatest loss 
in landing in ETgypi. was occasioned 
by the colnfijsion of the transport- 
boats, and had not* the * deutre and 
right been carried men of wars' 
boats, that landing would not have 
been accomplished in the gallant man- 
ner it was. Another officer stated, 
that in the re-embarkation tit Coruna, 
the transports madcone trip with tlicirV 
loau when the men of war made ten* \ 
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“ The officers,” said Lord Melville, 
“ who superintended that midnight 
embarkation endured far more anxiety 
than they hadrjxperienced in the hour 
of battle, owiflg to the want of order 
and discipline among the transports, 
which was such as to produce the ut- 
most confusion and embarrassment, 
and to excite, in the minds of those 

E resent, the greatest alarm for the 
ite of the army. Indeed* the serious 
consequences so much apprehended 
were only prevented by the exertions 
of the navy officers and seamen, and 
of the superintending commissioners 
of the Transport Board. These dis- 
tressingcircumstanceswould not have 
occurred, if, instead of common trans- 
ports, there had been regular troop- 
ships, under naval discipline, whose 
officers would have been attentive and 
obedient to the signals made to point 
out to them the positions which the 
respective ships were to take and 
maintain. 

w I cannot,” said Lord Melville, 
" entertain a doubt, that if, at the be- 
ginning of last year, there had existed 
in this country an establishment of 
armed troop-ships, adequate to the 
conveyance of even eight or ten thou- 
sand men, a very considerable portion, 
if not the whole, of the enemy’s ships 
at Flushing might have been captu- 
red or destroyed ; and, if it had been 
thought expedient, the basin might, 
without much difficulty, have been 
destroyed also. I Jiave said, if it 
bad been thought expedient, because 
I ant strotigly impressed with an opi- 
nion, that, if thqfe had been such an 
establishment of floating barracks as 
I am now recommending, neither the 
evacuation of Walcheren, nor the de- 
struction of the basin at Flushing 
would have been necessary. Few 
rmen will, I think, conceive it proba- 
ble, that because the enemy’s ships 


were not in a condition to qtiit the 
basin of Flushing in the months o$ 
February and March of last year, we 
were therefore equally sure of find- 
ing them still there in the months of 
July and, August, when our great ar- 
mament sailed for the Scheldt ; con- 
sequently the prospect of capturing 
or destroying them was reduced to 
the single chance of a successful at- 
tack upf>n Aatwerp. If, hoVever, 
there had been, in the beginning of 
last year, such an establishment as 
that for which I now contend, eight 
or ten thousand men might have been 
easily embarked, without ostentation 
or parade, and might have proceeded 
to the point of attack in perfect se- 
crecy, when, in conjunction with our 
blockading fleet, a successful result 
would, I confidently believe, have 
crowned their operations. 

“ The plan, then, which I submit 
to the house is simply this ; 1 pro- 
pose to fit out, from the ordinary of 
the navy, a number of armed troop- 
ships, adequate to the accommodation 
of 24,000 men. The troops to be 
divided into detachments, each pro- 
perly commanded ; and to be accom- 
panied and escorted by a few two- 
decked ships, and a certain npmber 
of frigates and light-armed vessels. 
These flying armaments to be distri- 
buted along the enemy’s coasts, and 
to act either separately or conjointly, 
according to circumstances; and, if 
their operations were judiciously con^,, 
ducted, they might, .(besides annihi- 
lating the coasting, and such other 
trade as may still be carried on by our 
enemies,) by keeping up a constant 
alarm on their coasts, oblige th^m td 
draw a very great part of thei» ^w i|a 
down to their coasts, for the pUjrfpe 
of protecting them againstour attacks 
and predatory incursions ; and such a 
system of Warftfe would thus act ii 
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the most beneficial manner, both as a 
^tneaus of co-operating with our allies, 
and of effectually annoying our ene- 
mies. It is scarcely necessary to ob- 
t .serve, that if, at any time, an object 
^should present itself, upon yihich we 
could, with effect and benefit, employ 
together the whole 24,000 men, a 
tingle Jetter from the War Office 
and the Admiralty could^peedily as- 
semble them at any r^ndezSous most 
expedient for the execution of the 
projected service. 

“ Such ships of wSr as may be ap- 


troop-ships than hired transport*, 
even in mere direct expence. “ Be- 
sides,” said he, u a very great additi- 
onal security would be derived against 
the capture and lossrbf great num- 
bers of jour seamen and soldiers in hi- 
red tj*an, ports. I should be most «n^. 
willing to estimate the lives of either 
on data of pecuniary compensation : 
but if any cold calculator should think 
it adviseabje to follow out such an in- 
vestigation, he might find, upon in- 
quiry, that the expence of the re- 
cruiting service amounts to an enor- 


propriated to the reception and con- 
veyance of troops, should be fitted, 
armed, manned, and equipped, on the 
following reduced scale : — The crew 
not to exceed, at the utmost, one- 
third of the proper complement of 
men ; — no ship to carry more than 
20, nor less than 12 guns, (according 
to her class,) and these to be princi- 
pally carronades ; — the ships also to 
have reduced masts and yards, the 
original lower masts only being kept 
in ; the wear and tear of a ship so 
fitted and employed would not ex- 
•ceed one-fourth of an active cruizer, 
and the expenccs and charges would, 
in the aggregate, be less than one 
half of the expences and charges in- 
curred for ships when fitted, armed, 
and equipped, for the purposes of 
war.— -And here it is very material 
to state, that these opinions have the 
full and entire concurrence of several 
naval officer^ whose experience and 
judgement rotitle them to perfect 
confidence in this respect ; and that 
onp of these officerscommanded,ncar. 
Iy the whole of the late war, either 
an armed transport or a troop-ship, 
and was present at all the most im- 
portant conjunct operations.” 

Lord: Melville then entered into a 
detail of estimates, shewing that it 
yrp^ld t*e mjjrc economical to employ 


mous sum. Upwards of 1 30 trans- 
ports have been captured or lost since 
the commencement of the present 
war. About 1 700 persons have been 
taken in them ; about 1900 have pe- 
rished. The cold calculator may 
take this into his account, — but I 
reject all such calculations,— 1 hold 
the life of a British sailor or soldier 
to be inestimable j and if I had the 
means of, bringing forward the evi- 
dence of our enemies upon that sub- 
ject, I should willingly rest upon their 
testimony. 

u It has been objected,” he” con- 
tinued, “ that the equipment and 
keeping up the requisite number of 
armed troop-ships would be such a 
drain upon the navy, and would re- 
quire so many seamen, as to cause se- 
rious inconvenience to the naval ser- 


vice. Nqw, the establishment which 
I have proposed woyld require 48,000 
tons of shipping : the totmage of 
the British navy is about 800,000 ; 
and let me* ask, whether £ny man. 
competent to form & judgement on 
the subject, can doubt that, if sh ; ps 
to v the extent of 48,000 tons were 
to be appropriated for the convey- 
ance of troops, the remainder would 
not be more than amply sufficient for 
every naval service for wliich our fleet 
can possibly be require^ In 1800 
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and 1801, the number of troop-ships 
and armed transports that were em- 
ployed amounted to 50 sail, and their 
tonnage to absent 50,000 tons, which 
we had no hesitation in thus employ- 
ing at that time, notwithstanding 
fleets of France, Spain, and <Hol- 
land, amounted to about 100 sail of 
the line. At present, the Russian, 
Swedish, Danish, Dutch or French 
force, amounts collectively to only 
71 sail of the line, while there arc 
105 sail of the British line now in 
commission. In truth, 1 am strong- 
ly impressed with a conviction that 
the naval establishment of the coun- 
. try is now upon a scale considerably 
exceeding what, in wisdom, in sound 
policy, and on every principle of 
sound economy, it ought to be. 1 n 
my judgement, 81 sail of the line are 
sufficient for European service, being 
thus distributed ; 20 to the Baltic, 18 
to watch the motions of the Dutch 
fleet, the French fleet in the Scheldt 
and at Cherbourg, 12 for the ports 
in the Bay of Biscay, 21 for the 
Mediterranean and Black 8ea, 1 0 for 
the Service of Lisbon and Cadiz ; 
10 ships of the line would cuflice for 
foreign service : the whole force re- 
quisite being 91, which I consider 
amply sufficient for every probable 
demand. 

“ I trust your lordships will be- 
lieve, that I should be one ©f the last 
men to recommend that our r.aval es- 
tablishment should.be put upon a 
footing of doubt or nice balance with 
the forcc.of the enemy. Our supe- 
riority ought a^all times to be deci- 
sive and commanding ; but I contend, 
that, considering the sfcarcity of na- 
val timber, and the high price of na- 
val stores of every description, this is 
not a moment when thecountryoi ght 
to give way to a wasteful, ostenta- 
tion*, ami prodigal expenditure ^ and 
such* I c' issidcrriH-u^^' SJary num-. 


her of ships in commission, if they 
be* either detained in our own ports, 
or sent where they arc not likely to 
meet with an enemy. I do maintain 
that, circumstanced as the country . 
now is, \H,e ought to husband our na* ,s 
vy, particularly our ships of the line, 
in order that we may keep as many 
as possible sound and entire to, meet 
future exigencies, when the increased 
strength* of oi*r enemies may render 
the equipment and employment of a 
larger foice essential to the preserva- 
tion and safety of the empire. 

“ The.?* are sentiments which I 
have long entertained, and they are 
not declared at the present moment 
for the purpose of supporting a fa- 
vourite proposition ; still less with 
any intention of either idly or fac- 
tiously censuring the administration 
of the country. It will always give 
me pain, when I cannot concur in the 
measures of those to whom his ma- 
jesty may think proper to intrust the 
administration of public affairs ; and 
it is peculiarly painful to me to criti- 
cise the administration of 3 depart- 
ment ovt r which J. once presided. I 
am aware of the imputations to which 
such a line of conduct is liable, and 
nothing would induce me to under- 
take such a task, but the conviction 
I entertain, that, in some veryimport- 
ant particular?, his majesty is not well 
advis'd on tin* navaUand military in- 
terests of the country, 

“ The termination the war in 
which we are now engaged, no hu- " 
man being can foresee ; and I have 
no hesitation in declaring, that so 
long as France shall retain the sove- 
reignty of the continent of Europe, 
it is, in my judgement, impossible to 4 
make a desirable peace with her? im- 
pressed as I am with a belief, that any 
peace which she might propose would 
but tpo probably to the subju- 
gation of this country, by present ng 
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to the ruler of France an opportuni- 
f ty of creating a naval force, which, 
in conjunction with the fleets of the 
other maritime powers of Europe, 
(all of whom, with the exception of 
Spain and Portugal, are pow com- 
pletely under his controul) might 
dispute with us the sovereignty of the 
ocean. This is the event to which we 
must look forward, as4jhen, though 
perhaps not till then, we should have 
to contend, not merely for our inde- 
pendence, but for our very existence. 
While we, however,' "retain the domi- 
nion of the sea, and preserve the fa- 
bric of our constitution, which is the 
true and genuine source of our ma- 
nufactures, of our commerce, of our 
agriculture, and of our revenue, we 
have nothing to apprehend from the 
boasted threats, or from the power 
of France. These may be consider- 
ed as mere bugbears ; let the war be 
conducted on a rational and practica- 
ble system, and we shall find our re- 
sources perfectly adequate to the con- 
test, so long as circumstances and the 
safety of the country may render a 
continuation of it necessary. 

I am aware that any very great 
diminution of our naval establishment 
would have the effect of throwing a 
considerable number of our meritori- 
ous officers out of employment ; but 
I cannot suppose that any serious 
opposition can £c fairly grounded on 
this circumstance, when it is recol- 
lected that the same effect would be 
produced up a much greater degree 
by*the return of peace. I do not 
overlook, nor am I disposed to under- 
rate, this inconvenience ; blit I have 
long foreseen, and am strongly of 
. opinion, that a remedy might be 
found to compensate the service for 
the hardship to. individuals, arising 
out of the unprecedented extent of 
ouj naval establishment, and the im- 


possibility at all times of giving em- 
ployment to a large proportion of its 
best officers. But every such act cf 
benevolence ought to flow spontane- 
ously from the sovereign, and a par- 
ticular ^suggestion coming from any 
othej qn irter would be an iinpertiirenk- . 
intrusion.” 

Lord Mulgrave replied, that it 
was far more expensive to employ 
ships of w^r in conveying troops than 
hired transports, and that he thought 
it impossible to get over the diffi- 
culties which from the clash- 

ing of the two services, when troops 
were embarked on board king ; s ships. 
He deprecated any idea of reducing 
the navy in these times, and arguing 
that the motion ought to be resisted 
as an unnecessary interference with 
the executive government, he moved 
the previous question. — With regard 
to the necessity of keeping up our 
naval force at its present extent, Lord 
Mulgrave. argued rightly ; his reply, 
in all its other parts, was not such as 
Lord Melville’s experience and the 
importance of the subject deserved. 
One misconception Lord Melville 
pointed out, — he had not recommend- 
ed that ships of war should be em- 
ployed on their present establishment 
for conveying troops, but that the 
troop-ships should form a separate 
establishment, under special regula- 
tions. The ministry were not dispo- 
sed to listen to his advice. The 
Earl of Liverpool, without expressing 
any opinion upon the subject, said, 
it was om5 of great difficulty, and 
which required verytierious consider- 
ation ; so that it could not now be 
i^ecided upoft. The previous ques- 
tion was therefore agreed oil without 
a division. 

If Lord Melville was prevented by. 
his removal from office from fonningx 
such an establishment as he now ora- ^ 
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pose^ the country suffered a far 
more serious loss in his removal than 
in the death of both the great party 
leaders, who have been so loudly la* 
mented. The* advantages of such a 
measure are even more considerable 
.than they were here stated ; for vghen, 
in 1801, wc had 6uch ships fitted for 
troops, twice the number of sailors 
really wanted were allotted to them. 
An Indiaman of equal tonnage is 
reckoned well mannea with 120 men, 
whereas these had 250 ; at once nar- 
rowing the accommodation for troops 
and weakening the navy. The least 
class of two deckers (now almost ba- 
nished from the line) will commodi- 
ously carry 800 men each, field-pie- 
ces, and horses for the officers. Wc 
ought to have at least 20 battalions al- 
ways afloat, and distributed in the seve- 
ral ports, from Leith southward round 
to Milford Haven, and at Cork. The 
ships should be stored with provisions, 
and with field necessaries, according 
to a list, as easily made out by an 
officer who had seen service, a$ the 
contents of a medicine chest by an 
army* surgeon. And will any person 
say, that 20 battalions, or 16,000 
men, thus stationed upon the alert, 
some of them able to sail with every 
wind that could blow, would not pre- 
sent to the enemy an object of alarm, 
which could not be guarded against 
by three times their number.? Would 
they, with such ^danger before their 
eyes, invr.de our colonies ? or would 
they not rather find it necessary to 
place double garrisons in all the ports 
of the continent ? Let them possess 
ports if they must pay for them so 
dearly, mid. then calculate their gaipa 
in the war against British commerce ! 
Another not te6S important benefit 
would arise from such an establish- 
ment. The real security of the ene- 
my at present is in the intelligence 


which they gain during the equipment 
of an expedition, and which it is not 
possible to prevent them from gain- 
ing upon this hinge turns half 
their power, that is half their diepc- 
sable forfe. No deficiency in our* 
military arrangements is at once so 
obvious, and so easily reformed as 
this. Double the number of these 
troop-ships^ and no unfortified port 
in Europccoqjid be occupied by the 
enemy with impunity. 

One measure of essential utility to 
the service was 'brought forward by 
Mr Rose. He obtained 
leave to bring in a bill for June 7» 
the increase of seamen, by 
establishing naval seminaries on the 
coasts, where boys might be proper* 
ly educated for four or five years. 
They were to be supplied from those 
who were parish paupers, of whom 
the number amounts to 90,000 ; they 
would not cost government more than 
five pounds each, and this supply 
would keep up a succession of seamen, 
to the amount of 7000 every year. 
This measure will diminish that great 
evil, the impress service, which might 
be rendered altogether unnecessary by 
a few measures more in the same spi- 
rit. Liberty to retire on full pay at 
the end of one-and-twenty years ser- 
vice after the age of twenty, would 
probably of itself effect this most de- 
sirable reform. , 

We have the princelyestablishment 
of Greenwich, which. is deservedly • 
the boast of England,V-but Green- 
wich is not sufficient ; and it may 
safely be asserted, that no man 
ever induced to enter the navy by 
looking on to that asylum as hts re- 
ward. To the old seaman, indeed, 
it becomes a point of hope j but, tute ' 
der the present system, his hope i$$pF 
that nature which maketh the heart 
sick^The old tegjnaoi, after mpy 
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year's service as quarter-master, (one 
of the most comfortable stations an 
old sailor can fill) gets removed from 
the conn, when eye-sight and hearing 
M&gin to fail, and is put in the gun- 
I'Sfer'a crew, to drag on as Jong as he 
can make a cartridge, or a wad, or 
point a quarter-d£ck or cabin breech- 
ing ; till the doctor at last, weary of 
attempting to cure old rheumatic 
complaints, and desirous o ft" lessening 
the number on the sick list, applies 
to have him invalided $ that is, dis- 
missed from the service, with the pri- 
vilege of tottering clear of a press- 
gang for the remainder of his life. 
Suppose him to be certain of Green- 
wich, (which he is not, — for it is a 
matter of favour, and not of right,) 
age, or incurable infirmities, are the 
qualifications which must entitle him 
to it. Such a prospect may indeed 
afford him consolation when those 
evils are coming on, but it can hard- 
ly be regarded as hope : hope should 
be of the nature of joy ; and if we 
would encourage men to enter the ser- 
vice, the # reward of their service should 
be* certain, and the time when they 
may claim it definite, and not too 
distant. Their discharge they should 
be entitled to at the end of the first 
term 6f seven years ; with the second 
term, an increase of pay should com- 
mence; a second increase at the end of 
the fourteen years, and at the expira- 
tion of one-and-twenty, full pay for 
life ; and an-honorary distinction if 
they chose td serve longer, from year 
to year. ' 

jDh that statesmen would but feel 
and understand how much more easy 
it is to lead men to their duty by 
hope, than to deter them from evil 
by fear ! The system which is here 
Ifcqomtnended offers the surest mode 
of graduaMy abolishing those pu- 
nishments ^hich^are disgraceful to 
'vot. nr, part i.\ 


our nature ; a forfeiture of time* in 
proportion to the offence, would be 
far more effectual than the brutal 
and brutalizing Iash.» Honorary re- 
wards also should 3c held out for 
good conduct ; they would operate 
as strongly upon the men as they' vM 
now upon the officers. An indivi- 
dual, Alexander Davison, distribu- 
ted medals to all who had been in 
the battle of Aboukir ; and we have 
known instances wherein it has been 
one of the last requests of a dying 
seaman, that that medal should be 
carefully transmitted to his friends. 
It is the worst of all policies to de- 
grade men, and to make them feel that 
they are degraded; teach them to 
know their moral and religious duties, 
which, by means of that system for 
which Great Britain is indebted to 
Dr Bell, will now be done ; teach 
them to respect themselves, cherish in 
them the sense of honour and of jus- 
tice, and, martial law may give place 
to a practice more congenial to the 
nature of an Englishman, and the laws 
of England. Trial by jury may take 
its place ; and thus that tyranny, by 
which most mutinies are provoked, 
would be prevented. Put men upon 
their honour and their conscience, and 
if a comrade be guilty, there is no fear 
that they will pronounce him innocent 
for the sake of screening him from pu- 
nishment. 

Let not the reader start at the as- 
sertion, that mqst mutinies*are pro- 
voked by tyranny. If there be one 
evil propensity more common than 
another, it is that ^fiich leads to the 
abuse of power ; ana for this we may 
appeal, not ofily to the evidence of all 
history, but t« every man’s school- 
boy experience. Many a man has 
been made commander in the navy, 
before he has ceased to be a boy; 
the authority of which.Jiejfccls him- 

/ i *** 
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self possessed makes him imperious, 
while the weight makes him anxious 
and fretful : he harasses the men for 
want of that method and self confi- 
dence which nothing but experience 
can give, and thinks by severity to 
— respect. Men of good heart 
and good understandingoutgrowthis, 
and perceive their error $ but it is a 
perilous stage through which they 
pass, and sometimes, before the cap- 
tain has acquired experience,' the 
crew have become desperate. We 
could instance an officer, in whom, 
when time had ripened him, the ele- 
ments of firmness and gentleness were 
mixed in such perfect union, that no 
man was ever more perfectly or more 
justly beloved by those under his com- 
mand ; but he had been trusted with 
command too young, and the remem- 
brance of the severities which he had 
then exercised, and of their conse- 
quences, troubled him on his death- 
bed. But examples of a different na- 
ture might be cited ; men might be 
named who have shewn themselves 
incapable of shame or remorse, and 
whos£ unendurable tyranny lias some- 
times proved fatal to others, and 
sometimes to themselves. Persons 
acquainted with the navy will recol- 
lect one case of shipwreck, where the 
captain is vehemently suspected to 
have perished, either because some of 
his crew seized that opportunity of 
avenging themselves, or because none 
of them would stretfh out a hand to 
save him* And in a case of capture, 
(how recent or how remote is of no 
consequence) tfie crew of a king's 
ship are reported to have fired with- 
out ball, in order that they might he 
made prisoners, and stilus delivered 
from the oppression under which they 
had neither remedy nor hope. 


It is true, that tyranny and oppres- 
sion are provided against by martial 
law, but these offences are not in their 
nature so definite a9 mutiny, neither 
arc they, nor can they be punished 
with the same severity, even if there 
were or could be the same disposition 
to punish them. Had it not been for 
a mere accident, Captain Lake would 
have received no other punishment 
than a prKate reprimand, for an act 
which nothing but accident prevent- 
ed from being murder. Other in- 
stances might be* given, but the invi- 
dious labour may well be spared, where 
the object is not to declaim against 
evils which have exi&t rt d or may exist, 
but to shew by what means they may 
be prevented. The system of limited 
service, increase of pay in proportion 
to length of time, with a discharge 
upon full pay for life at the expira-? 
tion of onc-and-twenty years after the 
age of twenty, seems to afford those 
means. Were that system thorough- 
ly established in the army and navy, 
volunteers would never be wanting 
for either ; and when it was known 
that men might retire from the ser- ■ 
vice of their country at any lime after 
the age of one-and-forty, with a cer- 
tain and comfortable provision for 
life, no other bounty would be requi- 
red to tempt them into the service. 
Calculate the chances of life and of 
war, and it will be. found that no 
great additional expence would be in* 
curred by thus giving the bounty at 
the end of the term instead of the be- 
ginning ; but if an additional yearly 
million were necessary, it would Jbe, 
well bestowed, and a hearth-tax or 
poll-tax for such a purpose would 
be cheerfully paid by the people of 
Great Britain. 


2 
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Proceedings respecting Ireland. Irish Budget . Distilleries . Sir J. New- 
port’s Motion upon the Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry. Tithes . 
Catholic Emancipation . 


I he charges upon Ireland for the 
year were 3, 974*, 0001., interest and 
sinking fund upon the public debt ; 
fi,61 4,0001., the quota of the supplies; 
and 541,0001. for treasury bills char- 
ged on aids of the year, making a to- 
tal of 11,129,0001. The ways and 
means to cover these charges were 
the annual revenue, estimated at 
5.000,0001., a loan of 5,400,0001. 
British, equal to 5,849,0001. Irish 
currency, and 311,0001. surplus of 
the consolidated fund, leaving an ex- 
cess above the charges of 
May 30. 31,0001. In bringing for- 
ward these estimates, Mr 
Foster said, M that he felt justified in 
taking the revenue of Ireland at five 
millions, large as that sum was, be- 
cause in the preceding year it had in- 
creased half a million. It was indeed 
true, that in that year it had been only 
four millions, rand a half; but then, 
owing to peculiar circumstances, the 
distilleries had fallen a million short, 
producing only two hundred thousand 
pounds instead of twelve hundred. 
But to compensate in some degree 
for this defalcation in the excise, there 
*^yas an increase in the customs on rum 
and foreign spirits, amounting to one 
half more than at any former period. 
Th? loan wis unquestionably of such 


an extent, that he wished it could 
have been avoided ; but it was better 
to have recourse to it, than, under ex- 
isting circumstances, to load a coun- 
try like Ireland with so great an 
amount of new taxes. The sum ne- 
cessary to be provided in the present 
year was but 331,2691. ; and though 
the charge upon the revenue had in- 
creased, yet the revenue had increa- 
sed in a higher proportion. The ex- 
port of linen had decreased 400,0001., 
but that deficiency had been majle up 
for by an increase upon different other 
articles. Hides and skins, and linen 
and worsted yarn, had decreased in 
the exports,—- a proof of tha incrca- 
sing prosperity of the country, when 
the raw materials were kept to be 
manufactured in it. The export of 
corn had never been so large as last 
year. The ways And means which 
he proposed were 35,0001., By a pen- 
ny upon the postage of every letter, 
thus assimilating the post-office char- 
ges of Ireland to thewe of Great Bri- 
tain ; 70,000^, by equalizing in like 
manner the duties on tea, excepting 
however an allcftoance of 3 per cent, 
to indemnify the Irish dealers for the 
expence of coming to London for 
their tea ; and by a duty upon cur- 
rant? and raisins, which might be ta- 
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Icon at 10,0001. ; 30,0001. by equali- 
zing the stamp duties, and by raising 
the duty on advertisements, which in 
this country wAthree shillings, in Ire- 
land, two ; lOO.TVool- by an additional 
3 'jjr uineas per ton on Port and Spa- 
■^tiish wines, and 18 guineas on French 
wines; 18,0001. by a regulation re- 
lative to stowage, and 85,0001. by an 
addition of 50 per cent, to the win- 
dow tax, which would even then be 
less than what was paid in Scotland. 
The sura of these ways and means 
would be 338,0001., leaving a surplus 
above what was fully sufRci< nt for 
the sinking fund and interest of the 
year’s debt of (37Sl/. ,> 

Sir J. Newport reminded Mr Fos- 
ter of the old remark, that in finan- 
cial arithmetic two and two did not 
always make four. M The increase in 
postage, he thought, would diminish 
the correspondence in Ireland, and 
thus lessen, rather than augment, the 
revenue. The stamp duty was al- 
ready so much eluded, that it did not 
produce one tenth of what it ought ; 
to augment it was to give a higher 
premium for defrauding the icvenue. 
The advertisement duty would defeat 
its own ends ; two thirds of the busi- 
ness of the country was already done 
by hand-bills, in consequence of the 
e\istingduties,anuthis piacticc would 
consequently now become more ge- 
neral. The last increase on wine had 
produced an astonishing loss of reve- 
nue, and the same tffects were now to 
be expected ; the window tax, though 
houses \\*ith onjy seven windows were 
to be exempted* would still be a heavy 
burelen on pe.sons living in towns, 
and small shop -keepers.” Having said 
thus much, he pointed out what might 
have been, and what might be, made 
available for public purposes, before 
new burdens were laid on the people. 

The renewal of the bank charter 


might have been granted at a rate 
which would have produced a fund 
for the service of the country, — in- 
stead of which it was given away al- 
most gratis, for the* loan of one mil- * 
lion at as high a rate of Interest as it . 
would have been Itjnt to individuals, 
and for a small alteration in the ma- 
nagement. A sum greater than at 
present rnifht be received out of the 
duties on wrought iron imported from 
England. The 10 per cent, custom 
duty ought to produce 53,0001. ; in- 
stead of tb-n, by some mismanage- 
ment, it only produced 1 7,0001. There 
was also a great h«' nee remaining 
due from dead and dismissed collec- 
tors ; and knowing that many of these 
sums might be easily recovered, and 
applied to the public use before new 
taxes were devised, he could only im- 
pute their long outstanding to the re- 
missness of the agents and solicitors 
employed.” 

Mr Foster admitted this year, that 
his opinion respecting the 
distilleries in Ireland had March 1. . 
been erroneous “ The in- . 
crease of illicit distillation,” he said,' 
“ had been prodigiously great since 
the prohibition of distillation from 
wheat, farmers encouraging the illicit 
trade in order to procure a market 
for their produce. In 1807, the quan- 
tity of spirits distilled by the open 
distilleries was six millions of gallons, 
and the* revenue 1/230,0001., while 
last year it had scar, ely been one ’ 
fourth of that quantity ; — the \j'hole 
intermediate quantity had been sup- 
plied by illicit distillation. A radical 
change, therefore, in the system of re- 
venue \*as necessary. When he came 
into office, he found the system on I 
which lie had since acted in full force^ 
t was on a wise principle, and w^nt 
to encourage large stills as the means 
of inducing parties possessed of\ex- 
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tensive capitals to enter the trade; 
but however good the principle, it had 
failed, and the illicit traffic was car* 
ried on by small stills to an almost 
„ incredible extent: 7 o surmount this 
evil, small legal stills must # be encou- 
raged all over the country, by dis- 
continuing the bounty to the large 
ones. He acknowledged that there 
were some grounds for the complaints 
of the Irish distiller^ of the fluctua- 
tion of the revenue laws, and he said 
that he would endeavour to obviate 
similar complaints fn the future, by 
granting licences for thirty years, 
which would give stability to specu- 
lation, instead of for one year, as had 
hitherto been the practice. He pro- 
posed also to reduce the duties from 
5s. 8d. per gallon to half a crown ; 
there would be a risk of diminution 
in the first year, but this measure 
*would destroy the illicit trade, and 
then the sum paid the government by 
the legal distiller would much more 
than counterbalance the lower rate of 
duty. He would also simplify the 
law, by abolishing the existing dis- 
- tinctions and drawbacks on the quan- 
tity of malt or spirits, and simply 
charging 2s. 6d. per gallon on the 
quantity distilled. And to avoid the 
increased expence of collecting the 
revenue, he proposed to have this duty 
collected by the collectors of hearth 
rates and assessed taxes, without the ■ 
intervention of the excise. # His ob- 
ject was to jpass a law beneficial to 
Ireland ; revenue was not his solc^ob- 
jeef, though from hi$ situation it 
nyght be thought so ; and he would 
gladly listen to suggestions from every 
side of the house, without thinking 
of party, or difference of feelings on 
other points. By the proposed sys- 
‘t^m, tne morals of the people, which 
were so injured by those illicit stills, 
would be improved, and the laws, 


which were now contemned, would, 
by being enforced, become more re- 
spected . A dangerous class of per- 
sons also would be pi* down, — those 
who, without the cognizance of, arid 
unknown to the magistrates, kept 
houses for the sale of spirits illegally 
distilled, under whose roofs had ori- 
ginated many of the evils which had 
lately so much afflicted Ireland. ” 

Sir J. Newport said, 44 he accord- 
ed most cordially with Mr Foster's 
proposed measures, which went, in 
fact, to do what he himself had for 
the last four years pressed upon the 
consideration of the house. But the 
plan which, on his best attention 
to the subject, he had ever thought 
most advisable, was to adopt the sys- 
tem of licence ; that was, to charge 
a certain duty monthly upon the ca- 
pacity of the still, and leave it open 
to the trader to make more of it by 
his exertions, if he could. The mea- 
sure of employing the collectors of 
hearth rates, and assessed taxes, he 
was convinced, would never answer ; 
those taxes were not too well collect- 
ed now, and by adding anothet duty 
to the collectors’ task, the revenue 
would suffer still more.” Mr Fos- 
ter replied, that “these collectors were 
released from their present duty du- 
ring the six winter months, when the 
distilleries were most employed ; and 
that the system of survey was better 
than that of license, which indeed was 
rendered impo^siSle by tl** Union : 
for the allowance of countervailing 
duties between England aud Ireland 
could never be carried into effect, 
when it could not be arcertaincd what 
yws the incumbrance on the spirits of 
Ireland.” Nfr Parnell supported the 
license system ; 44 It had been tried,” 
he said, 44 with great success in Scot- 
land, and though of late departed 
fropi, it was not given up till it had 
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succeeded in pulling down the illicit 
trade.” 

Sir J. Newport appeared to much 
less advantage upon an- 
Mzy 3. other business, “ which,” 
he said, M was'of most mate- 
riaMmportancc, as it concernea $he 
revenues of Ireland, and deeply af- 
fected the interests of that country. 
It was most necessary to abolish the 
plan of incidents , under which deno- 
mination not only pensions and sala- 
ries were ranked, but every emolu- 
ment and fee obtained by those con- 
nected with the revenue- The com- 
missioners appointed to inquire into 
the abuses of the Irish revenues had 
censured this system as mostinjurious. 
In their ninth report, they had cen- 
sured a grant of 10001. made to Mr 
Croker, surveyor-general, for extra- 
official duties ; he did not mean to 
under- rate the exertions of Mr Croker, 
or the services which hchad rendered ; 
the commissioners allowed that his bu- 
siness wa9 of a most weighty nature, 
but yet not such as to justify a grant 
to that amount ; nor could he con- 
ceive any greater evil, than that of 
applying the public moneyupon occa- 
sions where it was not deserved.” He 
therefore proposed a resolution, that 
this sum had been paid to Mr Croker 
for extra-official duties, and that the 
commissioners of inquiry did not con- 
ceive those duties were such as to 
entitle him to such a sum. Another 
resolution* which Ite proposed, was 
to censure, upon the same authority, 
a grant made to Sir George Shee, the 
receiver-general, \^ho had been super- 
annuated after having been in office 
only eight years, during which he hat^ 
not attended to the dujjjcs of his of- 
fice. Another resolution related to 
Mr Forward, the treasurer of the 
post-office ; lie could not help si ating 
the grounds upon which that gentle- 


man had requested a superannuation. 
The money received at the post-office* 
instead of being delivered into the 
bank, was left in the hands of the de- 
puty-treasurer ; a reform was thought 
necessary, and a minute was made 
for the purpose of getting the money 
into the bank ; maity attempts were 
made to do away this minute, that 
the cash might return into the old 
channel, bm these were ineffectual ; 
the treasurer wafted for a government 
which would superannuate him for his 
services, and at laffct lie found it. He 
supposed, as he had not made away 
with the money which went through 
his hands, that ne *vas entitled to a 
large remuneration. Sir J, Newport 
therefore moved, as hi9 third resolu- 
tion, that the house considered such 
a system of conduct as this highly 
reprehensible. “ These,” he said, 
“ were but parts of a very extensive 
system ; many officers, nominally su- 
perannuated, had salaries under go- 
vcniment arising from other situations; 
and it would even be found, that 5 or 
60001. a-year, were given to a store- 
keeper, when it could be proved that 
between 130,0001. and 150,0001. va- 
lue, in goods, had disappeared, and 
never been accounted for by those 
who were justly responsible.” • 

With regard to the first resolution, 
Mr Foster said u he would state in 
broad and strong tei;ms, that what 
had been advanced respecting Mr 
Croker was not founded in fact, and 
that if Sir J. Newport rad through 
the report of the commissioners upon 
which his statement was founded, hp 
would have found that he was mista- 
ken. The sum of 10001. was not 
given to that gentleman for extra 
services ; it was a debt due to him, 
which he would have recovered had- * 
he sued at law for it.” Mr Foster 
then read a memorial of Mr Croker** 
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from the report, in corroboration of 
•this assertion ; and this made the mat- 
ter so plain and glaring, that Mr 
W. Smith declared his opinion, that 
no censure could be too strong for 
the conduct of the commissioners 
who made the report. Mr Croker's 
son then rose, and entered into the 
following statement : “In the year 
1801, the elder Mr Croker was ap- 
pointed surveyor-generai of the port 
of Dublin, with a # salary of 8001., 
being 4001. less than any other sur- 
veyor-general had* when employed, 
though his duty required a constant 
residence in Dublin. He found very 
considerable arrears of duty due from 
the distillers, which arose from this 
cause, that the commissioners could 
not ascertain the amount of the ar- 
rears, nor the quantity of spirits which 
had gone into consumption without 
payment of duty, till the end of eve- 
ry quarter, and then it sometimes hap- 
pened that it was too late to recover. 
But Mr Croker turning his attention 
to the subject, found in an act of par- 
liament the means of compelling the 
distillers to make their return, aud 
pay the duties weekly. There was 
a clause in this act, enacting, that if 
any distiller suffered an arrear to ex- 
ist beyond a given time, he should be 
liable to a certain penalty, one half 
of which was to go to the crown, the 
other to the prosecutor. But it was 
well understood by the distiller, when 
'Mr Croker f put this law into force, 
that his sole intention was to enforce 
tlffe payment of the money due to the 
public weekly ; and that though he 
should, by prosecuting them in case 
of any failure on their part, become 
entitled to certain penalties, he would 
not touch a farthing of these penalties, 
•provided they paid their arrears ; and 
the Board of Excise would, in like 
manner, remit the othefhalf of the 


penalties. In pursuance of this plan, 
Mr Croker obtained judgements for 
penalties to the amount of 42,9001., 
to one half of wliicl} he would have 
been, by the letter.of the law, en- 
titled^; but, in consideration of his 
understanding with the distillers, he 
merely Kept those penalties in terro- 
rist over them, and remitted them as 
soon as the arrears were paid ; and in 
this manner he proceeded for several 
years, regularly enforcing payment of 
the arrears, and regularly giving up 
the penalties. It remained to explain 
in what manner that sum became due 
to him, which had given occasion to 
the misrepresentation of the commis- 
sioners, aud the consequent error of 
Sir J. Newport. Two distillers, who 
had often got into arrears and paid 
them up, became insolvent at a time 
when penalties to the amount of 
2,1001. were hanging over them* 
The arrears not being paid on the 
occasion^ the officers of the court, 
when the conviction took place, pro- 
ceeded to levy the penalty, and it was 
then vested by law, one half in the 
crown, one half in the prosecutor. 
Mr Croker happened at that time to 
be in England, in discharge of hi9 
duty, and knew nothing of this trans- 
action till he was called upon to 
know whether he had received hi9 
moiety. It then appeared, that the 
money, when levied, had been paid 
into the hands of the collector of the 
excise, and he^ by mistake, instead 
of carrying it to the amount of fines 
and seizures, carried it to the account 
of arrears. Mr Cfoker’s* moiety ha- 
ving in this manned got into the trea- 
sury, the mistake could not be rec- 
tified except^by a memorial. Such 
were the real facts of the case, and as- 
suredly they gave strong grounds to 
complain of the commissioners. The 
memorial which Mr Croker presented 



168 .EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810 . [Chap. 6. 


to* the lord-lieutenant distinctly sta- 
ted the grounds of his claim ; but it 
concluded, as is usual in memorials, 
with requesting, the favourable atten- 
tion of the lort^-lieutenant to it, in 
consideration of his long, faithful, and 
cxtj^-oflicial services. The clerk in 
entering it, instead of entering the 
grounds of the claim, merely stated, 
that it was for extra-official services ; 
and so the commissioners had disinge- 
nuously stated it, though they had all 
the documents before them : their 
own garbled story they inserted in 
the very front of their report - , and it 
was only by wading through an ap- 
pendix of 500 folio pages, in which 
they had buried Mr Croker’ 3 memo- 
rial, that' the real truth of the case 
could be found out. They had sta- 
ted, that there was no difference be- 
tween this case and any other : the 
difference was this, that in other 
eases the penalties had not been le- 
vied, but remitted; in this, the money 
had actually been levied, and of course 
legally vested under the act of parlia- 
ment ; and with this legal and mark- 
ed difference, the commissioners had 
been pleased to say that they could 
ice none ! They had not stated, that 
this case had been referred to the so- 
licitor of the board, and that he had 
made a report decidedly in favour of 
the right accruing under the warrant. 
It might also have been expected that, 
in point of fairness, when they were 
about to make this report, they would 
have examined Mr Croker himself 
upon the subject ; but no one question 
did they ever put to him upon it, 
though they liad daily opportunities 
of so doing.” , 

The speaker bore testimony to the' 
high character of the gentleman who 
had been thus wantonly injured. Mr 
M. Fitzgerald, in like manner, c > 
dared, that he deserved every favour 


which government could shew him, 
by the length, the zeal, the talents, 
and the integrity of his public life. 
Mr W. Pole and Mr Perceval both 
observed, that if 8ir«f. Newport had 
taken the trouble to read through the 
report and Examine the appendix, he 
would have found tKe real merits of 
the case ; and Mr Perceval added, that 
Mr Croker had great cause of com- 
plaint agaiv.it the commissioners for 
having made s« incorrect a report, 
which had now for more than a year 
been rankling against him in the pub- 
lic m. -id. The facts were so clear and 
so apparent, that Sir J. Newport ad- 
mitted them to perfectly satisfac- 
tory, and of course withdrew his first 
resolution. His second resolution 
shared the same fate. In the case of 
Sir George Shec, the receiver-general, 
Mr Foster said, there was no favour 
asked or granted, nor was there any 
due. It had formerly been the cus- 
tom to allow the receiver-general a 
quarter per cent, on the sums passed 
through his hands, which on the ave- 
rage amounted to upwards of 50001. 
a-year ; this enormous emolument 
was prohibited after the death of Sir 
Henry Cavendish, and his successor, 
who should have enjoyed it, was en* 
titled to a moderate compensation, 
which was stated at 1'lUOl. a-year. 
Would Sir J. Newport say, that 
1000 I. a-year was a compensation for 
discharging the duties of an office 
through rfhich three, millions and a 
half of the public money passed, and 
for the due execution of which secu- 
rity to the amount of 25,0001. was 
given i 

The third resolution was still be- 
fore the house* u In this case,” Mr 
W. Pole said, u he believed he should 
convince the house that Sir J. New- 
port was a3 completely mistaken as 
to the facts, as he had been in the 
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others ; and what had passed ought 
to be a warning to him to be cautious 
in future how he brought forward 
charges affecting persons of high cha* 
racter, and how he applied harsh epi- 
thets to things without being in full 
'possession of the circumstances of the 
case. In 1801, hfftr Forward was ap- 
pointed treasurer of the post-office by 
patent, an office which was consider- 
ed as a perfect sinecure, ..aid he te- 
maiiied m it never doing duty till 
1808, when the office was reformed. 
During part of that time, Sir J. New- 
port and his friends were in adminis- 
tration, and they had never called up- 
on him to do any duty, bo perfectly 
did they consider his office to be a si- 
necure. The commissioners ought to 
have stated that such was the nature 
of the office ; that Mr Forward had 
been removed in order that it might 
be made efficient ; and that upon his 
removal he had been remunerated, as 
was always the case when patent of- 
ficers were removed. They had used 
the word superannuation ... and applied 
it to him most improperly ; that word 
.was not hi the order for granting him 
his pension ; it was compensation, and 
compensation was the term which the 
commissioners ought to have employ- 
ed in their report.” Mr W. Pole went 
into farther and different details, to 
shew that great reforms had been 
made in the Irish post-office, and that 
the Irish government were adopting 
regulations for making it a! perfect 
as possible. The third resolution was 
thctcput to the- vote, and negatived 
by 82 voices against 25. 

The question of tithes, that great 
and crying evil in the state of Ireland, 
was once more brought before the 
house by Mr Parnell. He began by 
properly shewing, that the system of 
tithes in that country is 
djyril 13. materially different from 
what it is in this this 


indeed the Irish members have clear- 
ly seen and fairly stated. “ If the 
population of that country,” he said, 
“ were taken at five.millions, four 
million were catholics, and half the 
other quakers and dissenters ; the 
whole therefore of the tithes went to 
provide the maintenance of the cler- 
gy belonging to only one tenth of the 
population. Such a mode of provi- 
ding for the established church, un- 
der such circumstances, was neces- 
sarily unjust and odious. But,” said 
Mr Parnell, “the catholics by no 
means refuse to contribute to the sup- 
port of the profestant establishment; 
all they seek is to be relieved from a 
mode of paying them, which is on all 
sides acknowledged to be most op- 
pressive, arid to be allowed to yield 
their contributions in a manner lesa 
vexatious. The quakers, and the 
dissenters, ami the protestants, also 
desire a change ; they also feel the 
tithes as a great grievance, though 
not in the same degree, and they have 
been the most forward in promoting 
those petitions which have been made 
to parliament for redress. Tht pro- 
testant clergy of Ireland themselves 
are anxious for an alteration ; in fact, 
all Ireland is unanimous upon this 
subject. There are other ciicumstan- 
ces -which make the operation of this 
system different from what it is in 
England. Here the demand for la- 
bour is so great and so constant, that 
the labouring clastTcan deptyid upon 
their day's wages for the means of 
subsistence ; and they accordingly 
purchase what they tvant in the mar- 
kets. But in Irelrflid, the want of 
such a demand renders it absolutely 
necessary that each person should 
have a piece ortand on which to raise 
his food, or otherwise he must starve; 
the consequence is, that every one 
has land, and, however poor, is there- 
fore liable to pay, and made to pay 
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tithes. Even those who are exempt 
by Jaw, on account of their extreme 
and lamentable poverty, from paying 
the king’s tax^s, arc obliged to pay 
the clergy of tv«o religions. So great, 
in fact, is the poverty of many hun- 
dred thousand people who pay tithes, 
that if they existed in this country, 
under similar circumstanc es of indi- 
gence, they would be entitled to pa- 
rish assistance. The necessary effect 
of such a state of things, is the im- 
possibility of tithes being collected by 
the clergy themselves. They arc obli- 
ged to employ proctors, or to let 
their tithes to tithe-farmers, in order 
to relieve themselves from the labour, 
and to avoid the odium of seeking 
their income from multitudes of pau- 
pers. That under such circumstan- 
ces as I have described, there should 
be a constant resistance made to the 
demands of the clergy, can be matter 
of no surprise. That in many in- 
stances the proctors and tithe-farmers 
oppress the people, and that the peo- 
ple in return revenge themselves on 
their oppressors, are the necessary 
consequences of the system, and not 
crimes natural to those who engage 
in the outrages that follow. 

“The laws respecting tithes arc as 
different as the other circumstances 
under which the institution exists. In 
England, if the clergyman exact more 
than liis right, he may be compelled 
to draw his tithes. In Ireland, it 
is enacted, that jf above a certain 
number of parishioners call upon the 
clergyman to do this, such a proceed- 
ing shall be considered as a conspi- 
racy, and the parties be liable to heavy 
penalties. I will not enter into the 
objections against tithes as a mode 
of collecting money from the people 5 
it is condemned by all writers on taxa- 
tion, as inconsistent with every sound 
principle. I will not therefore in- 


quire how it impedes the agriculture 
of Ireland, now of such infinite im- 
portance to Great Britain 5 but I will 
ask, what effect has it had upon the 
tranquillity of that country ? The 
insurrection of the White Boys was 
of thirty ‘years continuance. Then 
came the United Irishmen, the greater 
number of whom were principally in- 
duced to embark in the conspiracy 
against the government, by argu- 
ments founded 1 on the grievances of 
tithes. The leaders of that conspi- 
racy told the privy council, that if 
tithes had been commuted, according 
to Mr Grattan’s plan, a very power- 
ful engine wo Jd have been taken out 
of their hands. The Thrashers then 
succeeded ; their insurrection was 
against the mode in which tithes were 
collected, not against them as a pro- 
vision for the protestant clergy, the 
oath of the association requiring that 
tithes should be paid to the cler- 
gy, and not to proctors. Thus, for 
fifty years, a continued system of ac- 
tive and open insurrection has dis- 
turbed the tranquillity of Ireland, 
arising from this mode of paying the 
clergy. 

u The objects which I have pro- 
posed to myself,” said Mr Parnell, 
tc are to exonerate the peasantry, to 
get rid of the direct payment by the 
catholic or dissenter to the protestant 
clergyman, and to give the clergy a 
just and fair equivalent. If the tithes 
were to be sold in Ireland, purcha- 
sers would not be found. If land 
were to be given in lieu of theitf, it 
would be extremely difficult to get it 
without paying the most extravagant 
prices. And as to the plan of corn 
rents, this objection exists to it, that 
those who do not profess the esta- 
blished religion would continue to 
pay directly to it. I do not mean to 
say, that I have formed a decided 
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opinion upon any plan, and what I 
offer for consideration is but an out- 
line, yet such as I conceive would 
give an effectual and fair remedy for 
all that is complained of. I would 
propose, 1st, that the value of each 
benefice should b>e ascertained ; 2dly, 
that the net income of it should be 
paid by the treasury ; and 3dly, that 
the improved value of it should be 
secured to the incumbent, by a reg i. 
lation to provide against the effects 
of a depreciation of money, which 
may be done by regulating the in- 
comes of the clergy periodically by 
the price of graiu. It may be ob- 
jected to this plan, that I have only 
proposed to give an equivalent for 
the net income of the clergy, and not 
for the real value of the full tenths. 
But if such a demand is made on be- 
half of the clergy, then I must make 
a claim upon the clergy for a distri- 
bution of the tenths according to 
the original principles on which they 
were given them : I must claim one 
fourth for the bishop, one fourth for 
• the poor, and one fourth for repair- 
ing the church. It will be therefore 
more for the interest of the clergy 
not to raise any such demand. The 
people of Ireland believe that relief 
from tithes was promised to them as 
a condition of the measure of Union. 

I know no article visibly and express- 
ly exists to bind this country : but 
I know Mr Pitt held out this relief 
as an inducement to the people to 
admit the measure. I know that 
the «peech in which he called the 
system of tithes a great practical 
evil, and promised redress, was circu- 
lated through Ireland at the cxpence 
of government ; that it was distribu- 
ted gratis in every village of the king- 
dom ; that the agent3of government 
were instructed to tell tlie people that 
redress would be the result of the 


Union ; and I know the universal 
opinion of the people of Ireland now 
is, that the faith of this country is 
pledged to grant that redress. What 
sort of policy then will it be for the 
minister of this country, at this pe- 
riod of time, to attempt to prove to 
the people of Ireland that they have 
formed an erroneous expectation i 
Would it not be better, under all the 
circumstances of the case, the admit- 
ted necessity of a change, and this 
confirmed expectation, to meet the 
feelings and the injuries of the coun- 
try, and to grant the redress that is 
desired ? 

“ Will the prime minister of this 
country, at a time when the mass of 
the population of f relarul have been 
placed in a state of despair, in conse- 
quence of the unexpected obstacles 
which have arisen in the way of the 
great measure of emancipation ; when 
the most powerful, the most enter- 
prising, and the most successful ene- 
my that fliis country has ever had to 
contend with, is on the eve of beco- 
ming master of the peninsula of Spain, 
and ready to take advantage of our 
divisions, and to cai ry into effect hia 
long intended and favourite project of 
invading Ireland, that vulnerable part 
of the British empire ; will, 1 say, 
the prime minister of this country re- 
fuse to inquire into the just and well- 
founded complaints of Ireland ? I ad- 
vise him, and I advise the house, to 
take care how they come to # a deci- 
sion so repugnant with every princi- 
ple of the constitution, and at this 
time so inconsistent with eVery prin- 
ciple of sound polk:y. Rather let 
them do that which it is obvious they 
ought to do. Shew the people of 
Ireland that at length the time is come 
when this country is ready to fulfil 
the engagements on which the mea- 
sure of Uniou was carried, and that 
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it is sincere in a determination to do 
justice, and to afford redress to the 
long-neglected and oppressed people 
of Ireland.” . 

In this unfortunate manner did Mr 
Parnell conclude his speech, winding 
up his advice with menacing ‘hints, 
which could not possibly produce any 
Other effect than that of encouiaging 
the disaffected ; and repeated those 
ominous croakings respecting Spain, 
by which the paity had already pro- 
ved themselves so often and so egre- 
giously mistaken upon a point of vi- 
tal importance to Great Britain, and 
to the world. He then moved for 
the appointment of a select commit- 
tee, to inquire into the subject of the 
Irish tithes. Mr W. Pole opposed 
the motion, upon the ground 41 that it 
would be most injurious to the cause 
which all parties had in view, ( for he 
admitted the extent of the evil, and 
the necessity of remedy) and most 
unjust to the parties concerned, for 
the house to appoint a committee, 
without seeing their way much more 
clearly than they did at present, and 
without having some rational pros- 
pect that the inquiry would be at- 
tended with success. It appeared to 
him, that Mr Parnell was mistaken 
as to the real cause of the grievances. 
A practice had prevailed generally 
throughout Ireland for a great many 
years, of letting their lands by pub- 
lic cant, that is, of letting them to 
the highest bidder^ without any con- 
sideration of the incumbrances to 
which the land was liable. The con- 
sequence was, that ignorant persons 
bid for the lanc!£ and gave tne full 
value fag* it, without at all consider- 
ing that, in addition to the very high 
price which they paid, they had also 
to pay tithes. Now the tithes ought 
to r»e considered as the first rent i j 
which the laud was subject ; but ig- 


norant persons, in their eagerness to 
get the land, agreed to pay the full 
extent of its value, without reflecting 
that besides that rent they had to pay 
the tithes. The landlord forced the 
tenant to pay the rent, and when they 
were unabfe to pay' the tithes, sup- 
ported them against the clergy and 
the proctor ; so that in fact the land- 
lord was the oppressor, and not the 
clergyman, the lay impropriator, or 
the proctor. * 

“ By the proposed plan, the com- 
pensation to the clergy was to be for 
the thhes as they were at first establish- 
ed, and i, lit for the right as it now 
existed. Such*..’ intention had never 
been broached be to re. lu all the 
plans which had been hitherto sug- 
gested, it had never once been propo- 
sed that the clergy should not have 
their full rights fully secured; an ob- 
ject which, i:i his view of the subject, 
ought carefully to be at tended to. The 
lay impropriators received at present 
about one third of the tithes, the 
clergy the other two thirds ; blit in- 
stead of receiving one tenth, they did 
not receive, in some cases, above one- 
twentieth, and in othtrs, above one 
thirtieth. Any plan of compensa- 
tion must be founded upon the prin- 
ciple of their being entitled to one 
tenth ; and here was one great diffi- 
culty. He did not mean to say it was 
insuperable ; but an, obstacle it was, 
and one which it would not be easy 
to get over. No men cquld feel mote 
anxious upon this subject than the 
ministers did; they had had il\any 

} )lans in their contemplation, all which 
tad been abandoned, because they 
were found impracticable. Still they 
were most anxious to afford some re- 
medy ; during the recess he would de- 
vote his utmost attention to the busi- 
ness, and he trusted that, by the next 
meeting of parliament, be should, be 
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able to propose some plan to the 
house ; it he could not, he would at 
once state that he considered it im- 
possible.” 

To this Sir J*. Newport replied, 
« that promises like this hgid been re- 
peatedly made, add as repeatedly bro- 
ken. Was it fair thus to deal with 
the people of Ireland ! — and if they 
must wait, would the enemy wait al- 
so ? Would that enemy, who was ever 
active in his hostility to the British 
empire, decline to avail himself of the 
neglect of the English government to 
perform its engagements to the Irish 
people ? W ould he overlook the dis- 
content with which the severe op- 
pression of the tithe system was per- 
petually corroding the mind of the 
Irish ? This was a consideration to 
which that house ought to attend, 
ere it was yet too late. They should 
take care to strengthen Ireland, as 
Ireland was the vulnerable point ; and 
that strength was best to be produced 
by removing the discontents of its 
unfortunate population. 

“ Mr W. Pole, he thought, had been 
■extremely wrong in the view which 
he had taken of the subject. What 
could be more wrong than the sweep- 
ing assertion, that all the Irish gentry 
wen: most avaricious, raising their 
rents to the utmost limit, and there- 
by begetting a feeling of resentment 
in the tenants tcAvards the clergy, for 
exacting dues they were so ill able to 
pay, after discharging the grievous 
imposition of their landlords. He 
did not sec how the house could in- 
terfere in the letting of lands, even 
at higher rates than they were worth, 
between landlords and tenants ; but 
because they could not remedy this, 
it was no reason why they should not 
n*mcdy what was within tneir power. 
Pie had consulted many clergymen 
«n this subject, and, among others, 


one most valuable authority, who had 
been resident in his parish for 40 years, 
and that reverend gentleman had said, 
that if a clergyman fdl* one year col- 
lected the tithes of * his parish, lie 
would* from a view of the disasters 
and *lis? r esses it occasioned, be an ad- 
vocate for commutation ever after- 
wards. By the proctors a great sum 
was diverted from the pockets of the 
poor, in vexatious law-suits, &c., 
which never came into the hands of 
the clergyman. 'The mode, too, in 
which tlic proctors often concluded 
their bargains with the tenantry was 
very productive of oppression. They 
would call a meeting at the ale-house, 
kept by a brother, a nephew, or some 
relation, and there feast at theexpencc 
of the parishioners. Other meetings 
of the same kind frequently took 
place before the agreement was con- 
cluded, and at length it was termina- 
ted, after dinner, when the peasantry 
were half-drunk, and unable to at- 
tend to their own interests. 

“ In this manner were the tithes 
sold to the highest bidder. The 
system was admitted on all sides to 
be an evil, and if the House of Com- 
mons was not able to apply the ne- 
cessary remedy, it was because they 
were not fully acquainted with all 
the circumstances attending this Irish 
question. The proposed committee 
of inquiry would give them full in- 
formation, and thip they might come 
to a just decision. As fofits crea- 
ting a flame of expectation, this was 
the usual and generaj objection. The 
contrary w r as the cane ; for when the 
people saw that the house was in ear- 
ifcst, prosecuting measures for their 
relief, they wife Id be satisfied. They 
would be satisfied, even though the 
result should be that no remedy could 
be found. If the other course was 
pursued, and inquiry stifled, it would 
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be the source of rooted and bitter 
discontents.” 

The same opinion was enforced by 
Mr Grattan. " It was not,” he said, 
<c the commutation that was impracti- 
cable, but it was the strict levy of the 
tithes that was so. The Irish clergy 
ought not to attempt to levy a tenth of 
Irish produce, because the measure it- 
self was an impossibility ; they could 
not do it, and what was more, they 
would destroy themselves by attempt- 
ing to do it, — the attempt would 
involve their destruction as a corpora- 
tion. But were it practicable, would 
it be expedient ? Let the church take 
the tenth of the national wealth, and 
what do either the country or the 
corporation gain ? The church may 
become too rich for devotion, and 
then a comparison will naturally grow 
out of the wealth of the established 
clergy, and the poverty of the tole- 
rated ; the one will have its odium, 
and the other will have its praise ; the 
odium and the praise being both po- 
pular, may be equally excessive, but 
not on that account the less mischie- 
vous. He did not wish to touch the 
present income of the church. He 
would make it the basis of any ar- 
rangement that was to be proposed. 
Titnes, though abolished, would not 
affect an income derived from a dif- 
ferent source ; the country was able 
to provide for their established cler- 
gy, unless gentlemen would say that 
it was easy to provide for the mode- 
ration of the catholic clergymen, but 
impossible to provide for the hun- 
gry ambition of* the protestant, who 
would listen to no other commutation 
thau that of a tenth for a tenth. But 
that would not be sai& ; he would not 
say it ; for he could speak from know- 
ledge in testimony of the moderation 
of the majority of the Irish protes- 
tant cleig\ , There were a few tvhom 


he found to be sufficiently acute, and 
furnished witli a quick scent in the 
pursuit of clerical profits. They 
were, however, hut few ; the genera- 
lity were of a different order. But the 
tithe proqtor was of another species, 
and another stamp/a public factor of 
public rapine ; he extended beyond 
himself the infamy of his galling and 
griping character. The church suf- 
fered from thg officious ministry of 
those sordid harpies. The tithe proc- 
tor cannot heljj being a tithe proc- 
tor. He *nly follows his nature 
when he grinds. But the clergy 
should be removed t. a jealous dis- 
tance from the contagion of such a 
connection. Pic was for going into 
a committee, if it were only to shew 
the Irish public that their interests 
were not wholly indifferent to that 
house.” 

Mr Grattan was answered by Dr 
Duigenan, who affirmed, that the 
grievance of paying rent to a land- 
lord might as well be complained of 
as that of paying tithes. And what , 
were those tithes which were the sub- 
ject of such loud complaint ? To his 
knowledge no more than five shillings 
an acre was levied in the diocese of 
Dublin ; and he begged leave to ask 
whether such an imposition was too 
heavy ? and if it did not on the other 
hand appear almost insignificant, when 
the immense product of the land was 
considered ? But the conduct of tile 
clergy in making these ^demands upon 
their parishioners wa.$ very indulgent ; 
for, after the tithes had been due for 
fome time, they were content to take 
a note at a year's date for the amount. 
It was wrong to call tithes a tax ; 
the clergy were as well entitled to 
them as the land proprietor to his 
lands ; and as to their being a severe 
and partial exaction upon the pro- ' 
perty of the Roman catholics, that 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


’ 175 


Chap. 5-j 


could not be the case, while forty- 
nine parts out of fifty of the landed 
property of I reland were in the hands 
of protcstants.” 

Mr Perceval also objected to the 
proposed committee, 44 because,” he 
said, “ they \vho^>roposed‘it had not 
themselves any distinct idea of the 
object which they had in view ; if 
they would come forward with any 
distinct proposition, |ic would exa- 
mine it with the greatest candour and 
attention. This, however, was always 
to be borne in mind,*that the clergy 
were entitled to the tithes ; tithes were 
the inheritance of the church, and if 
commuted, ought to be commit ted for 
the value of a tenth, with a diminu- 
tion for the expences now attendant 
on their collection. In that case the 
tenantry of Ireland would pay much 
larger sums than they did at present.” 
The question was debated in a thin 
house ; 4*8 voted for the committee, 
<59 against it ; but Mr Wilberforcc, 
and that party whose opinions upon 
such a subject come with double 
weight, from their known attachment 
to the protestant church, voted in the 
minority. 

The catholic question had slept 
during the preceding session; it was 
revived in the present, and 
Feb. 27. occupied more of the time 
of the house than of the 
attention of the public. Mr Grattan 
presented a petition from the Irish 
'catholics. 44 When last,” he said, “ lie 
liad addressed the house upon that 
subject, he had stated that the ca- 
tholics were willing to concede to his 
majesty the right of veto on the no- 
mination of tlieir bishops. He was 
sorry to say that he could not repeat 
this; but whether he had misinformed 
the*Jiouse, or they had been guilty 
of retractation, was a question which 
he would never agitate, it being his 


fixed principle never to defend him* 
self at the expence of his country. 
For himself, he had uniformly thougnt 
that the investiture of £ foreign power 
with the unqualified and arbitrary 
right of nomination to any portion of 
our istracy, was in itself an objec- 
tion to the measure of emancipation, 
which circumscribed the liberality of 
many, and hadshaken theconfidenceof 
more. The objection might perhaps 
be removed, certainly be modified ; 
modified it ought to be. The pope 
was, or was likely to be, a French 
subject, and it was indispensible that 
the nomination of the spiritual ma- 
gistrates of so great a portion of the 
community should not be placed un- 
der the controul of the. common ene- 
my. If the catholics disappioved of 
the veto, it behoved them to provide 
by some other mode, equally efficient, 
and not equally obnoxious, that no 
grounds should be left for those 
gloomy apprehensions of insecurity, 
resulting from acceding to their 
claims ; it was incumbent upon them 
to shew, that the admitting thejn to 
the privileges of the constitution was 
wholly consistent with its safety. That 
it was so, he had a deep and ample 
faith ; and upon some future day he 
would call the solemn deliberation of 
the house, to sit in judgement upon 
the great question of giving all the 
defenders of the empire the same dear 
interests in its security; of consolida- 
ting our means as a^people, by making 
us an united people, cementing our 
strength by a more universal diffusion 
of the privileges that made us strong, 
and extending the defence of our 
rights, by extending their participa- 
tion. On that day he should rest his 
arguments upon two great claims, 
which he would put in on the part 
of the constitution : first, no religious 
disability ; next, no foreign nomina- 
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tion. Upon the common ground of 
those two principles he would take 
his stand. He trusted that there 
would not be*betraycd, upon either 
the one side or the oilier, any heat or 
violence. This wa., a question upon 
which transient effusions of i»ngo- 
verned warmth might inflict perma- 
nent wounds. Passion and prejudice 
should keep equally aloof from its 
*disc The soothing progress 

of time had imperceptibly done much 
to heal, and change, and reconcile ; 
rccipiocal good wdl had been gaining 
upon reciprocal recrimination. The 
question was a sort of protracted 
marrnge. Both parties were grow- 
ing wearied of asperity ; they were 
learning to hear with one another’s 
failings, to take the worse for the 
sake of the better, and would soon 
have a common sympathy in their 
sufferings and enjoyments.” 

Tins speech h d to some obvious 
remarks from Mr Perceval. “Mr 
Grattan,” he said, “had at length 
admitted the danger of giving the 
Roman catholics what they sought 
for, or if he dul i.ot, why did he speak 
of the necessity of a remedy ? He was 
now of opinion that certain great and 
important provisions were indispensi- 
ble, in order to guard the constitu- 
tion against the danger likely to arise 
from t lie concession w liich lie demand- 
ed. Jt appears, then,” said Mr Per- 
ceval, “that we ^oth see the danger, 
though* wc do not Agree as to the best, 
nuau* of pi ov iding against it. I hope, 
then For*, I hear no farther char- 

ges of iiitolci since the right ho- 
nourable gentleman himself, who has 
so long been t'e advocate of the •ca- 
tholic claims, nas» acknowledged that 
there is something to he apprehended 
from the influence of the pope in the 
no"' - '- 'lion of the Roinau catholic 
bishops, This is the intolerance of 


which I have been guilty. I have al- 
ways thought it dangerous ; he now 
thinks it so. But there is one other 
point upon which I must beg leave to 
remark. The right honourable gen- 
tleman has said, that whether he had 
misinformed the hcAtse, or the catho- 
lics had retracted their cession of the 
veto, is a question which he will 
never discuss. This is all very well 
between the catholics and him, but 
not so between him and the house ; 
for if the house had been so influen- 
ced by that proposition as to have re- 
solved up»#p some immediate proceed- 
ing, that right honourable gentleman 
would have obtained *mm the house 
a consent upon a condition, which 
condition would never have been ful- 
filled.” 

Mr Grattan did not renew the sub- 
ject till late in the session, when the 
hopes which the Walchcren inquiry 
had raised in his partv were at an 
end, and the stir which Sir Francis 
Burden had excited was subsided. 
He then moved for a com- 
mittee to consider the pe-. May 18 . 
tition, resting his motion 
on the two grounds of domestic no- 
mination and civil capacities. “ Do- 
mestic nomination,” he said, “ ob- 
tained with the consent of the pope, 
whether placed in the chapter or the 
catholic bishops, did not affect the 
pope’s authority ofinvestiturc, or any 
oi his spiritual functions, and was in 
fact the present practice of the coil-* 
stitution of the Irish catholic church. 
This will be the more necessary if 
the veto be withheld, otherwise there 
would be uo check on a foreign, and 
pcihaps a French appointment, of 
Irish bishops. Suppose the pope to 
be made by Buonaparte, to be a French 
subject, and to nominate by hi* di- 
lution catholic bishops for Ireland ; 
if an invasion happened, what would 
i) 
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. be tmr situation, wkh FVetoch* troops 
1 ««d French bishops irt the country i 
The people Tof England may s&yHo 
the Irish, follow ytfur faith ; — wedo 
Mt understand ‘ your religion, but 
there is one religion which we do tm- 
'derstand, and which should be coih- 
tnon to both of Us, a perpetual sepa- 
ration from the politics of Fraricfe : 
this should 'be our ooft&hon faith ; 
iwiihout k no pmtestjmtis safe, With 
it no catholic is dangerous,” 

This part of the subject was sdon 
dispatched. Mt <}rattafef* expatiated 
upon the Stroud part, %egiuning With 
premising what he called some gene- 
ral rules. Andfirat,” said he, <*thc 
legislature has no power to make par- 
- fcial laws, or a different code for dif- 
ferent parts of the same community. 
•Again, the legislature cannot, in jus- 
tice, make arbitrary laws, or disabling 
statutes, on account of accidental dif- 
ferences. Again, the legislature has 
tto right to punish the operations of 
the mind, for -site has ito right to 
. know them. Again the legislature 
has no right to punish religion* Or 
that relationship which man holds to 
hfis God, independent of society. The 
charges against the catholics are, that 
they believe the pope has a deposing 
powert—- has in this country a tempo- 
ral power ; that they believe he is in- 
fallible; that they hold that he has a 
•power to absolve from moral obliga- 
tion ; that they hold the doctrine Of 
no faith with heretics ; and that they 
are Jjostile to the establishment in 
\tfuirch, state, and property. To es- 
tablish this libel, no proof 

Whatever is brOtt&tef^to disestablish 
it, there is the rejuyoff€e *ix universi- 
ties, the okth ofy^ cathohes, propo- 
sed and enacte#^ thfe' Irish pUrlia- 
tn &\ t in 1793, Whi^ sWtars him to 
the support "Of the protestarrt state, 
chufch, and property ; and there is 
vol. in. p,\nT r. 


of thetr&h of the 
Aa%es, for Were they truo'tfey 
would Amount to a dissolution of Ae 
*eiement&©f h n man a dciet y . They Are 
iftNscoucifeiible to the truth of the 
Obri&tiah religion-; they suppose the 
catholic to be more, depraved than 
either pagan or idolater. But the ca- 
tholics' ate by far the minority of the 
*Clmstiaas*dt wo*$d follow* therefote, 
-that 'the majority of the worshippers 
of 'Christ are wars^than the worship- 
pers of Jove or ^hfehotntned. M Blit 
-this is not allf they 2 (re-, acifidrding to 
these charges, rendered thus execra- 
ble by their 'religion'; it would follow 
that the design of ChKstfoiiity "had 
been defeated ; that omniscience had 
been blind, Omnipotence baffled; and 
that what- we call redemption was the 
increase ofsinand dccteaseol salvation ; 
that is to say, that the Christian reli- 
gion is not divine. They who make 
the Charge must therefore abandon 
their arguments or their religion. 
Well, then, this is denied ; the religion 
is acquitted, and we mttst Search for 
the source of censure in physical or 
moral causes. But there is no physi- 
cal Cause producing moral depravity. 
God punishes, but he does not cor- 
rupt. We have no idea of a moral 
pestilence, least of all of a party 
plague, which should visit the house 
of the catholic, and obediently retire 
from that of the protestant, living in 
the same vicinity^ such a supposi- 
tion is nonsense. *The cause cannot 
be physical, it must be moral there- 
fore ; that’ it h -to say, it mhst bet fie 
laws : it canftot be* Wealth that lias 
"caused this^ perversity in Ireland, ‘it 
reftiBi bfe the p£nid laws and pfenal 
vferntheat.' •" 

* The argument," then, goes not 
against'tlfe Catholics, bat against your 
system of governing them, and prb- 
nourtbes that the result of your con- 
f M 
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nection with Ireland has been the 
unparalleled depravity of the inhabi- 
tants. Or do you suppose it is the 
sod of Ireland *or the air, or the Eu- 
charist, that produce that conclu- 
sion; and not the laws, that? took 
from the catholics their land, their 
arms, and their civil liberty ? The 
laws, or the penal system, are a par- 
tial attainder of the people in mass, 
not on account of acts, but on an al- 
legation of character ; which charac- 
ter is not proved, is not true, and has 
no possibility of truth, except such 
as may arise from oppression. 

u There is nothing either in the 
catholic religion, or in the composi- 
tion of the Irish catholics, that war- 
rants the objection. We are told we 
are to look for that objection in the 
fundamental laws of England, and in 
the oath of the king. It is late, very 
late, to tell us this ; before the Union 
we should have known it. What, 
have you taken away the*Irish par- 
liament, and then do you tell the 
Irish catholics, that, by the fundamen- 
tal kyws of the land, they must be ex- 
cluded from yours ? 

“ The refusal of what the Irish ca- 
tholics require rests upon six wicked 
propositions. 1st, That the majority 
of the followers of Christ are the 
worst of the human species, and that 
they are rendered thus bad by their 
religion. 2d, That the result of 
the British government in Ireland has 
been th^ unqualified depravity of her 
inhabitants. 3d, That the funda- 
mental laws of England are incompa- 
tible with the civil privileges of the ‘ 
majority of the Irish. 4th, That their 
first magistrate is sworn against their 
rights. 5th, That tht- protestants of 
Irel&nd have gotten a great propor- 
tion of her land, and should therefore 
disqualify a great proportion of her 


people. 6th, That the protestant 
church is paid in a great proportion 
by the catholics, and should, for that 
reason, deprive them of their civil 
privileges. On thfe truth of such 
monstrous propositions, it is suppo- 
sed we are warrantefl to commit, on 
the principles of law, four capital 
violations ; namely, to continue laws 
which are partial, laws that are arbi- 
trary, laws that, punish opinions, and 
laws that puniBn religion. Six mon- 
strous propositions, and four palpable 
violations, to do* what ? to ruin your 
empire: for what else but ruin is 
that policy which divides your people 
in the face of’ your enemy ? If you 
were to send to hell for principles, or 
to Bedlam for discretion, you would 
not find worse. 

" The effects of the penal code 
were as pernicious, as the theory was 
monstrous upon which it was found- 
ed. Turn we to the age of the re- 
peal of that code, which begun in 
1778. In 1778 and in 1782, the 
rights of property and the rights of 
religion were in a great measure re- 
stored. Nor were these acquisition* 
a barren liberty. The exports of Ire- 
land increased above one half ; her 
population near a third ; and her agri- 
culture, that was not before able to 
feed a small number of inhabitants, 
(for we were fed by corn from Eng- 
land,) supplied an increased popula- 
tion of one million, and sent a redun- 
dancy to Great Britain* The courtier 
was astonished — he had contempla- 
ted such prospects as the frenzy of 
the enthusiast, he read that frenzy 
registered in the public accounts. 
Nor was aJJ this wealth slow in co- 
ming. The nation started into man- 
hood at once ; yotfhg Ireland came 
forth like a giant, rejoicing in her 
Strength. Public prosperity so crowd- 
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cd on the heel of th$ statute, that the 
powers of nature seemed to stand at 
the right hand of parliament. 

« The leading causes of this were 
as evident as the fact : the country 
.became cultivated, because the laws 
that deprived the catholifc of an inte- 
rest in the soil were repealed, and an 
opportunity was given to the opera- 
tion of her corn laws ; her trade in - 
creased, because the prohibitions on 
her trade were removed, because she 
asserted her liberty ; and she asserted 
her liberty, because*she suspended her 
religious animosity. Unanimity shut 
the gates of strife, and Providence 
opened the gates of commerce. Pro- 
vidence had whipped the country, 
through a century, with her own acts 
of parliament, and blessed her on the 
repeal of them; and so connected 
were the penal laws and the poverty, 
the crime and the punishment, that 
it did not seem to be a series of cause 
and effect ; but a superior power 
standing in the island, visible, inflict- 
ing with its lash, and exhorting with 
its bounty, and suggesting, by the 
indelible lessons of woe and weal, to 
my country how to get her liberty, 
and yours how to secure her empire. 

M I have drawn examples from my 
own ’country ; l pass over others : I 
might — I do not, — detail the gloomy 
catalogue of despotic governments, 
whose yoke has been established by 
religious discord ; or of empires, like 
that of the# Greeks, erased ; or of 
nations, like your own at certain pe- 
riods, stung to' madness by that inex- 
orable fury. I avoid the dungeon of 
theology, the mad-house of casuistry, 
and the noisy tribe of the sectarians ; 
nor do I dwell on their bookish igno- 
rance, and their vulgar turbulence, 
npr tell with what Tury they fought, 
with what, feebleness they reasoned ; 
and hovr they ever abused their victo* 


ries over each other ; trampled on 
one another's liberty, abandoned their 
own ; forgot their God, and sated 
the wildest revenge with all the spite- 
ful cant of hypocritical devotion.— 
They did not want their king-cry, 
and thi m church-cry, nor any of that 
public rant, with which, for political 
purposes, the public cheat panders the 
name of his Maker. I pass over the 
contentious part of the history of my 
own country ; the ashes are yet warm, 
and I fear to tread on those perilous 
materials, or to re-kindle flames in a 
country where oblivion is patriotism, 
and concord is salvation ; doubting 
whether I possess the good qualities, 
certain that 1 share all the infirmities 
of my nation, I have no right, in ano- 
ther country, to criticise my own, but 
am obliged by duty, and led by in- 
clination, to defend her— protestant 
and catholic without distinction, and 
with unabated fidelity. Sufficient to 
say, that in her religious contests thfc 
different partisans did what all reli- 
gious partizans ever do, they abused 
their victory, and they paid the pe- 
nalty ; the catholics lost their land, 
the protestants lost their liberty, and 
both a free constitution. The times 
I allude to are past, the religious spi- 
rit that inflamed them is past ; Bello- 
na has recalled her learned gentlemen 
of much theology, and much meta- 
physics— Bedlam has shut her gates 
upon them— Bigotry is now no more 
than a spent fotfy. Thrue hundred 
yea,rs have been sufficient to 6ubduc 
one miserable madness ; the great bo- 
dies and establishments that formerly 
petitioned against the catholics, have 
cither recalled their thunder, or ex- 
pressed their # approbation. There is 
not on your tabic a single petition 
against the catholics ; the city of Lon- 
don has not stirred ; the city of Dub- 
lin, has rejected an anti-catholic ad- 
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dress ; the university of Dublin has issued from the pen of an Irish Ro» 
done the same j . a great northern pro- man catholic prelate. Could he be 
testant county in Ireland has passed really ignorant of the origin of the 
resolutions in their favour ; the uni- measure which he deprecated ? Could 
varsity of Oxforfl, in her late distin- he be ignorant that the ten senior 
guished appoint nWnt, ha? marked her prelates of his own order, compre- 
approbatton of the principles of cjvil hending thd four titular archbishops, 
and religious liberty ; your pulpit re- in the month of January, 1799, so- 
sounds with strains the most liberal, lemnly resolved, that * such interfe- 
in lessons cqinlly brilliant and pro- rence of government as may enable 
fou d ; the mitre is placable — we re- it to be satisfied of the loyalty of the 
cognize, with gratitude, the genuine person appointed is just, and ought 
majesty of the Christian religion: You to be acceded to And further, 
yourselves, your government and par- ‘that, to give this principle its full 
liamcnt, have led the way. Xn 1790, operation, ’ themselves laid down the 
you set up the popedom ; 1791, you details of the elections of their bi- 
cstablished popery in North Ameri- shops ; and proposed that the person 
ca ; in lo OS, you conveyed the ca- so elected was to be presented togo- 
tholic religion, with all its rites and vermneu!., and that, if he were object* 
ceremonies, to South America ; in cd to, the electors were to proceed to 
1809, you sent to Spain and Portu- the election of another candidate ? 
gal two armies, to support in both, Could he be ignorant that'those pre- 
and in full power, the splendour and laics appointed a committee of three 
the rights of the Romish church, of their appointed body, to transact 
You employed Irishmen and Irish all business with government, ‘ rela- 
moncy in these expeditions, and will . tive to the said proposal, under the 
disqualify the Irish for po- substance of the regulations agreed 
pery ? France out of the question, on aud subscribed by them V and that 
there is not a catholic on the globe the proposed resolutions were trans- 
whom you have not embraced, except milted to the lord-lieutenant, and to 
your fellow subject?. To that era- the king’s ministers ? isuch were the 
brace I now recommend yon. 59 facts ! True it is rlwt those resolu- 

Sir J. C. Hippesley seconded Mr lions were not acted upon, for they 
Grattan’s motion. He also began weie to be practically concurrent with 
by noticing the manner in which the a propos:>l which hud been made to 
catholics had disclaimed the proposal the prelates, namely, that of aninde- 
of the wto, which their advocate* had pendent stjite-pro vision for the clergy 
made for them. “ The Irish press,' ” of Ireland ; and the prc’ates had re- 
he said, “ had for two years continued solved, that ‘ such a provision, through 
to pour r or£h in rapid succession the • government, competent and secured, 
most unqualified calumnies against ought to he thankfully accepted/ 
those who favoured a measure, which, “Circumstances indeed had pre- 
in fact, had its origin with the foui* vented that great and just measure, 
metropolitan $nd six other senior pre- which was then avowed to be in the 
latcs of the Roman catholic commu- contemplation of r goW?rnment: But 
r.ion in Ireland. The last, though thus the business stood on the part o£ 
not the least injurious and unmerited the hqads, of the Irish catholic church, 
attack, was confidently stated to have An English catholic prektehas affirm- 
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ed, that these concessions were obtain- 
ed from them by practising upon fear 
r and solitude, while the reign of ter* 
ror was still breathing* This he could 
\with confidence Heny from his own 
. personal knowledge, and the part 
- 4 vhich he himself bore in tnose trans- 
actions. But supposing that terror 
had been indeed the order of the day, 
what different qualities must those 
venerable prelates possess from the 
stern inflexibility of their confidential 
agent, who has so repeatedly decla- 
red, that he would suffer martyrdom 
sooner than give up an atom of the 
essential discipline of his church ! 
His own constituents, nevertheless, 
for thi3 act, are accuscdof a commerce 
of robbery not less than sacrilege, and 
of an acquiesence in a measure calcu- 
lated to stir up insurrection, to suf- 
focate Christianity, to desolate Ire- 
land.” 

Sir J. Hippesley then entered into 
so long a discussion, that it occupied 
the whole remainder of 
. May 25. the sitting. When the 
question was resumed, Sir 
William Scott rose, not merely to 
state his own sentiments, but those 
of the University of Oxford, which 
he represented, and by which body 
he was intrusted to state their oppo- 
sition to the prayer of the petition. 
“They have been given to under- 
stand,” said Sir William, alluding to 
Mr Grattan's broad assert ionlip on the 
subject, “ thSt their late election of 
a chancellor (Lord Grenville having 
been elected upon .he Duke of Port'* 
land's death) hag. been considered in 
this house as implying a departure 
from those principles which they pror 
fesse4 ll P on tMspbj^t when it for- 
merly came unqlr.i^ScUssion . TIk 
compliment paid Wem by Mr Grat- 
tan, upon this propf of increased libe- 
rality, they beg to decline, though 


with all private respect for the quar- 
ter from whence it comer.. Of that 
election it becomes me to speak with 
peculiar reserve; but lean say without 
offence, that the success of the noble 
person vr*$ produced by other caascs, 
and Tor other merits than those which 
have any connection with the catholic 
cause. Myconstituentsobjcrttothcce 
petitions, because they consider them 
as injurious to the civil and religious 
establishments oftheir country ; and I 
state this with the more satisfaction, 
as it is an opinion which is in unison 
with my own. The practical wisdom 
of mankind has pretty generally ac- 
quiesced iu the opinion, that it is fit 
that there should be a national reli- 
gion connected with the state, but 
with a liberal toleration for those who 
are of different religious persuasions, 
not affecting the safety of the ge- 
neral establishments of the country. 
Upon these principles the constitution 
of our ovfo country has rested in its 
best and most enlightened limes. It 
has prospered under their influence ; 
and a constitution so formed, and so 
happily prosperousin its effects, ought 
not to be hazarded but for causes the 
gravest in their own nature, the mo6t 
defined in their extent, the most 
pressing in their necessity, and the 
most assured in the beneficial conse- 
quences which are expected to result 
from them. 

“ Upon the subject of connection 
between the civil 'and religious esta- 
blishments, it rather appeared to me, 
that the right honourable mover did 
not very exactly adhere to the same 
principles in every part of his very 
eloquent speech. Certainly in a gart 
of it he had lafd down principles that 
pretty* strongly militated against the 
legality of such a connection. He 
laid down, in broad tenns, that reli- 
gion* was a matter entirely between 
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the conscience of the individual and 
the Creator $ that the state had no- 
thing to do with it ; that where it 
did interfere, it* wandered out of its 
proper functions, and encroached up- 
on the sovereignty of the Supreme 
Being. But he did likewise admit in 
another part of hia speech, that 4 if 
a hostile army was now to land in 
Ireland, whilst the pope was in his 
present condition, that the spiritual 
authority of that pontiff might be 
most formidably employed against the 
safety of that country and how ? 
by the influence which that spiritual 
authority has over the consciences of 
catholics. 1 f so, he admits the posi- 
tion, that religious opinions may pos- 
sibly be attended with civil dangers ; 
that the state has an interest in check- 
ing, and a right to check, the activity 
of such opinions ; a right to employ 
means of self-defence, to consult its 
own safety, and certainly not to in- 
trust the holders of such opftiions with 
such portions of its own civil autho- 
rity as may, under possible circum- 
stances, be applied to its ruin. If 
ao, what becomes of the unqualified 
assertion, that the state has nothing 
to do with the religious opinions of 
its subjects ? 

44 To another part of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman's speech, I shall 
advert but shortly ; that is, to the 
part of it connected with the imme- 
diate history of Inland, and to the 
unhappy contests which have taken 
place at different times in that coun- 
try. I decline entering into a sub- 
ject painful in its nature, and which 
can hardly be touched without exci- 
ting sensations which I should fie 
very unwilling to revive for a mo- 
ment. He has painted in strong co- 
lours the oppressions midef which t*.e 
catholics of that; country' had labour- 
ed ; but may I be penhittedto ask, if 


it is quite fair to represent all these 
as the effects of protestant aggres- 
sion, without any provocation of any 
species? at any time? and consequent- 
ly without any justification or ex- 
cuse ? Haanothing takeh place with- 
in the two last centuries that might, 
to an eager mind, furnish materials 
for unkind reflections upon their op- 
ponents ? Has nothing passed within 
the memory of cthe youngest gentle- 
man in this house, that might not sug- 
gest something «jf the same kind to 
thos,° who would be disposed to use 
it ? I am confident the house will 
hardly deem it Just, in reviewing the 
history of that country, to confine all 
the blame to one party ; or to think 
it right that all the transactions of 
the one should be forgotten, whilst 
those of the other are to be recorded 
in brass or marble. I agree in the 
principle that all should be mutually 
forgiven. That all should be for- 
gotten, may be more questionable in 
considering a measure of prospective 
regulation. To turn one's back en- 
tirely upon all history and all expe- 
rience, has not usually been deemed 
an act of true political wisdom. 

44 There is a material difference to 
be remarked, 5 ' pursued Sir "William 
Scott, 44 between the petitions them- 
selves, and the arguments used by the 
right honourable mover. The petitions 
propose nothing but an unqualified 
repeal, aiid they dojtjbis in perfect 
conformity to their former applica- 
tions. The motion for a committee 
does not in itself propose any more ; 
but Mr Grattan, in his speech, open® 
another view of things; for he express- 
ly states, 4 that the appointment of 
this committee ^ fpf the purpose of 
Considering thc&rt&j on which the 
petitions are to'be complied with ; 
admitting without reserve, that, with- 
out terms, this compliance cannot be 
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given. On all former occasions, they 
who argued in favour of these conces- 
sions adhered closely to the prayers 
of the petitions, by contending for 
an unqualified repeal, as matter of 
el^ar unqualified right and justice. 
^Suppose, however, the * committee 
formed, what is to be their employ, 
ment ? Are they to take into consi- 
deration petitions acknowledged by 
the mover to be inadmissible upon 
their own terms, an 4 d then to try 
their luck in finding out conditions 
on which they might deem it safe to 
comply, but which conditions there 
is no reason whatever for supposing 
the petitioners will accept ? We have 
every reason to infer from the language 
of the petitions, that no such change 
has taken place in the minds of the 
petitioners, as I have remarked in 
the arguments of their advocates ; 
they do not seem to have hit upon the 
discovery that conditions are now in- 
dispensable ; their demand of the re- 
peal is still unconditional. The con- 
. elusion therefore is, that if both par- 
ties are consistent, the appointment 
Of a committee can lead to nothing ; 
because if the committee acts upon 
the principle of exacting conditions, 
it will in effect negative the petition ; 
and if the committee does not exact 
them, the petitioners must negative 
the result of the committee’s labours. 

“ The right honourable mover has 
acted fairly in declaring whjit is the 
species of security he would require, 
viz. & domestic norjiination of their 
prelates, which he" conceived would 
be a complete defence against the 
dreaded interposition of French in- 
fluence over the catholics of Ireland. 
But was he enabled to give any assu- 
rance that this security would be fur- 
nished ? No such thing : he has only 
rested upon his own reasonings, that 
it was fit it should be furnished, aid 


m 

thence inferred that it might proba- 
bly be expected. But surely he can- 
not have forgot how little the same* 
premises led to the same conclusion, 
upon the proposition flf the veto . He 
has with great force contended, that 
that. would be the most natural and 
safe security that could be resorted 
to, — the fittest therefore to be adopt- 
ed ; and yet he has admitted without 
reserve, that to obtain that is a ground- 
less expectation. Considerations of 
propriety and fitne$6, therefore, (as 
they strike his mind) are no sufficient 
grounds for a rational expectation of 
success in the offer. What reason 
has he to hope, that the proposition 
he wishes to substitute would meet 
with a better fate and fortune than his 
favoured veto ? 

“ Without knowing distinctly the 
grounds on which the right honour- 
able gentleman builds his hopes, it ap- 
pears to me infinitely less probable 
that this scheme of domestic nomi- 
nation would be acceded to by the 
catholics, than the rejected veto. Is 
the power of nomination to reside in 
the other prelates of the chflrch? 
Are they expected to nominate inde- 
pendently of the pontiff ? Is it at all 
likely that they would concur in a 
form of appointment so little conso- 
nant to the general sense and consti- 
tution of their church ? If the laity 
are to share in the nomination, would 
that be less than an entire schismad- 
cal defection fronvche whole*of their 
ecclesiastical establishment ? The dis- 
cipline and constitution # of their 
church, make neitheV a small nor an 
insignificant part of the religious faith 
of* that communion. They are fun- 
damental point) — matters of high and 
important orthodoxy ; the unity of 
the church, the regular devolution of 
authority from the sovereign pontiff 
to the prelates, to be by them com- 
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municated to inferior pastors, are es- 
sentially connected with the most vi- 
tal offices of religion. Is it to be sup- 
posed, that all, this would be sacrifi- 
ced by the general body of the ca- 
tholics of Ireland for the attainment 
of the present object ? 1 see nothing 
in the history of that people that 
should induce us to expect it* They 
rejected the veto with horror and dis- 
dain ; I honour them for a conscien- 
tious adherence to the principles of 
their faith in so rejecting it. But I 
must honestly confess, that the reve- 
rence which 1 feel for that conduct 
would be much diminished, if 1 saw 
that they were disposed to adopt the 
present proposal, which goes to amuch 
wider departure from the doctrines of 
that church, than the proposition of 
the veto itself. The veto, if admit- 
ted, would give his majesty merely a 
negatj\x* ; and this, X think, has been 
lightly enough admitted by Dr Mil- 
ner, to be a * mere shadow^ 5 a thing 
of shew, but of no real efficacy. But 
this proposal of a domestic nomina- 
tion, instead of merely giving his ma- 
jesty 3 concurrent jurisdiction, shoul- 
ders the pontiff entirely out of the bu- 
siness, and devolves it in to hands which 
arc as yet unknown from any descrip- 
tion with which the right honourable 
gentleman has favoured us. In such 
a course of things, what becomes of' 
the sovereignty of the pontiff, or the 
unity of the church ; how is this ma- 
chine of* domestic vomination to be 
put upon the wheels ? Is the pontiff 
to be consulted, or is be not ? If be 
is to be consulted, how can that be 
' done in his present captivity ? Can he 
. accept any concordat but such a$«is 
dictated by Ids gaoler Napoleon ? 
And what soit of concordat is likely 
to be approved by that inexorable 
oppressor, which comes to him wader 
the description, that it is intended to 


prevent the success of French inter- 
ference in Ireland? Let any man weigh 
that question and its probable solution 
in his own mind. Supposing such a 
concordat not made, is this catholic 
church in Ireland to usurp the tunc*'' 
tioas of the pontiff, whilst he is Mn- i 
guishing. in an obscure and helpless* 
captivity, without his knowledge and 
approbation ? Can any man venture 
such a supposition against all histori- 
cal, aUtheoiogi&lknowledge? What ! 
take to themselveB the peculiar attri- 
butes of that personage, on account 
of his temporal calamities 1 I observe 
no indication of such a disposition on 
the part of the catholics of Ireland : 

J see no inclination to withdraw from 
their allegiance to the person whom 
they consider certainly as their spiri- 
tual sovereign, or to usurp upon his 
prerogatives, because he ia under the 
lash of a tyrant, who, in terms replete 
with perjury and falsehood, professes 
to respect him. I see no such incli- 
nation in the catholic laity uf Ire- 
land ; still leesintheircathobc bishops. 

1 know that there are in. all religious 
persuasions men who sit loose enough 
to the distinctive opinions of their 
sect, or, as the fashionable phrase is, 
are extremely liberal on the subject 
of opinions of that nature. There are 
likewise persons in this particular 
communion of Christians, for whom I 
have all possible respect, who also en- 
tertain a system of opinions, in which 
I must believe themTi be perfectly 
sincere, though I must consider those 
opinions to be not so clearly recon- 
cilable with the principles of the ca- 
tholic church. But if the matter 
were ever so clear, that their opinions 
were perfectly reconcileable with the 
proper dogmas of,th^ eatbolic church, 
Still I maintain that the opinions ex- 
pressed by the bishops and pastors of 
that church, supposing, them to be 
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tvcr 89 erroneous, are those by which 
the faithful in that church are likely 
to be governed, and that those opi- 
nions exclude all hope that this pro- 
ject of domestic 'nomination can be 
acceded to by. the general body of 
^ catholics in Ireland. The bishops 
and pastors are, according to the prin- 
ciple of that church, the depositaries 
and organs- of its faith under the pon- 
tiff ; and if their judgements upon the 
matter differ from those of the noble- 
men and gentlemen who are willing to 
uegocialc upon terths, there can be 
lu V doubt whose judgement will 
pic*\ /'?] with the general body of ca- 
tlu tics. What the judgements of 
thobe persons are upon this matter, 
may be learnt from a pamphlet lately 
published by their accredited agent, 
himself a prelate of the church, and 
certainly a person of considerable 
leaguing, and of an intrepid sincerity 
in the avowal of hid opinions. I mean 
Dr Milner. In that publication it is 
stated, < That you may as well at- 
tempt to pluck a beam from the sun, 
as attempt to touch a fibre of the spi- 
ritual authority of the pope ; that 
the attempt to divide the catholics 
from the pope is a monstrous experi- 
ment ; that it is giving them the shell, 
and refusing them the kernel.' Now, 
if such are the catholic doctrines of 
Ireland, what hope is there that the 
present proposition can be realized ? 
Would it not be asking those people 
to surrender* their consciences, and 
declare themselye^not catholics ?— . 
When you attempt, without a real 
conversion, to strip a catholic of the 
opinions whicfrhe holds amongst tHfe 
most sacred tenets of his church, how 
much do you^propose to leave in that 
person either catholic or of 

art honest man ) ' 

“Suppose, however, these funda- 
mental difficulties were surmounted, 


how is the intercourse th$t is abso- 
lutely necessary for the purposes of 
confirmation and investiture to be 
maintained ? Certain!/ not without 
the permission of the person who now 
holds the pope in custody ; and is it 
likely that that person will concur in 
executing a plan, the avowed purpose 
of which is the total exclusion of his 
interference ? In fact, the proposed 
arrangement seems to me to project 
little less than the transfer to Buona- 
parte of that power of the veto which 
the catholics, upon conscientious 
principles, have refused to allow to 
their own lawful sovereign. In every 
view in which I can contemplate the 
project, it is impracticable and hope- 
less, as far as the catholics are con* 
cerned. Whether, if it were practi- 
cable, it is that in which protest an ta 
should acquiesce with entire satisfac- 
tion ; whether we ought to consider 
it as a sufficient security against that 
overbearing influence which the hie- 
rarchy of that church exercises over 
its members, and is surely not unlikely 
to exercise against the interests and 
safety of the protestant, or, I*! they 
call it, the non-catholic church ; is 
another question. According to our 
notions, we have cleared our religious 
system from the impurities which it 
had contracted during the darkness 
of the barbarous ages ; according to 
our notions, they unhappily lost the 
favourable opportunity of accomplish- 
ing the same work. Thefr notions 
give a very different representation of 
things ; they consider us as the cor- 
rupters of the true faith. With the 
prejudice which such an opinion in- 
spires, supported by the influence 
which the go Pernors of their church 
possess, I am by no means prepared 
to say, that this domestic nomination 
could be accepted as a sufficient se- 
curity, even if all foreign influence, 
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with its attendant dangers, was out 
of the case. It might, even in that 
state of things, be a grave question, 
looking to tnAnatural hostility of 
that system of religion to that which 
has supplanted it in civil establish- 
ment, and to the spiritual power over 
conscience which that system main- 
tains, by the use of all the means by 
which the minds of men can be for- 
cibly affected. We are to remem- 
ber, that the pastors of that church 
are not like the obscure teachers of 
petty conventicles, with little influ- 
ence, and dependent on the fancies 
of temporary congregations ; they 
compose a numerous and embodied 
hierarchy, acting by a regular and 
permanent system, tending to a com- 
mon purpose by an application of the 
most powerful means. Something 
more might be requisite, under such 
circumstances, for the safety of the 
prote6tant establishment, than this 
domestic nomination. But when you 
combine with this, the apprehensions 
arising out of foreign influence di- 
rectly .hostile to every interest which 
the state is bound to protect from 
danger, and the impossibility of ex- 
cluding that influence by any barrier 
which this measure proposes to erect, 
I cannot for a moment hesitate to 
give this motion a decided negative. 
It calls for a committee to consider a 
proposal which appears to be unat- 
tainable in itself, and which , if it could 
be attained, would v not give that se- 
curity to the state and to its esta- 
blishments which they have a right 
to demand, and p duty to maintain, 
against the dangers of probable ag- 
gression.” ° 

By way of replying to* this excellent 
speech, a speech every way worthy of * 
the distinguished person from whom 
it came, Sir J. Newport repeated the 
old cry against the injustice to which 


the catholics were subject ; insisted 
upon their right to have all theii 
claims conceded 5 and claimed, that 
concession as a promise made by the 
British governmcntthroughMr Pitt's 
administration. This called up Lor^d . 
CastlereagH. “ His sentiments in’fa- 
vour of extending constitutional pri- 
vileges to the catholics, coupled with 
adequate arrangements for the secu- 
rity of the constitution in church and 
state, had always,” he said, been 
unequivocally declared ; and he had 
supported the Union for this reason 
among others, that it opened the only 
means of accoi plishing this so desira- 
ble an object. So long as Ireland was 
governed by a distinct legislature, a 
participation in political, power with 
a sect composing a majority of the 
whole population, was utterly incon- 
sistent with the security of the esta- 
blished church, and with the tranquil 
administration of affairs. It was the 
measure of Union to which he had 
looked as alone calculated, by placing 
the whole fabric of the government, 
civil and ecclesiastical, upon the ba- 
sis of a corresponding population, to 
enable the state to adopt a course of 
greater political indulgence to the ca- 
tholics; but, in looking to such a 
system, it never had been his opinion, 
nor that of Mr Pitt, that such con- 
cessions could be made without qua- 
lifications and restrictions ; ithad been, 
on the contrary, their deliberate and 
declared opinion, that thly could only 
be thought of upQp jthe principle of 
substituting riew and equivalent se- 
curities in the room of those to be 
done away ; securities which, in their 
judgement, might be framed upon 
principles consistent at. once with the 
tenets of the Romani catholics, and 
with the improved security of our dt- 
vil and religions establishments. 

“ Tile catholic hierarchy in Ireland 
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i$ known to be, at this day, in a state mon with the other states of Europe, 
of more complete and unqualified de- to be free, but has been enslaved as 
pendence upon a foreign authority, a prisoner within the territories of the 
than any other catholic church now. enemy ? f 

subsisting in Europe. It is no re- 44 It was with these feelings,” said 
proach to,the R-oman catholic clergy Lord Castlereagh, ' 44 that Mr Pitt’s 
of Ireland, that the liberties of thdr govertn^ent, at the timeof the Union, 
church have not been vindicated in contemplated the possibility of effect- 
former times as successfully against ing a general settlement, upon the 
the see of Rome as those of^the Gal ? i- ecclesiastical part of which I was au- 
can or other Roman catholic churches thorised, in the year 1799, to com- 
have been : such efforts have seldom municate with the catholic clergy, 
been made successfully, , except in It was distinctly understood, that the 
concert with, and at the instance of, consideration of the political claims 
the state itself. It has been the u»- of the catholics must remain for the 
fortunate policy of the British go- consideration of the Imperial Parlia- 
vernment, since the reformation, in- ment ; but the expediency of making 
stead of endeavouring to limit and, some provision for their clergy, under 
controul papal authority, ( so far as proper regulations, was so generally 
papal power may, consistently with recognised, even by those who were 
the principles of the Roman catholic averse to political concessions, that a 
church, be limited and controuled) to communication was officially opened 
aim at a fruitless and ineffectual ex- with the heads of their clergy upon 
elusion of what they never did, or this subject. The result of their de- 
could effectually exclude. If such a liberations* was, that ten of their 
policy were ever rational, it is ob- bishops, including the four metropo- 
. viously inapplicable to times when litans, drew up and signed certain re- 
the religion of the Roman catholics is solutions, which were laid before go- 
not only recognised and established vernment : these resolutions began by 
by law, but those who profess it ad- declaring, ‘that in the appointment of 
mitted to the exercise, if not of all, at the catholic bishops, such interference 
least of some, of the most important of the government, as might enable it 
privileges of the constitution. to be satisfied of the loyalty of the 

44 Is it not obvious, then, that the persons to be appointed, was just, and 
state and the Roman catholics have ought to be agreed to they dis- 
a common interest in obtaining such tinctly granted the veto to govern- 
safeguards against the abuse of pa- ment, and they declared 4 that the 
pal authority and foreign influence as prelates were satisfied that thfe nomi- 
othes states, both Roman catholic and nation of parish priests, with a certi- 
protestant, have established, without ficate of their having ,takcn the oath 
prejudice to the principles of the Ro- of allegiance, be notified to govern- 
man catholic church, and with the ment.’ These resolutions I received 
full acquiescence and sanction of the from the heads of the catholic church ; 
pope himself ? and surely, if, at former they correspondedprecisely with those 
periods, such Securities were desira- regulations which Mr Ponsonby was 
ble, how indispensably necessary have authorised by Dr Milner to open to 
they become since the head of that parliament in 1807. Judge, then, my 
church has not only ceased, in com* surprise, when it was. stated that the 
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catholics could not accede to them, 
and that the bishops who signed these 
resolutions had been terrified by the 
Irish governm^pt of the day into an 
acquiescence in measures, which they 
afterwards, upon reflection, disappro- 
ved. A statement so ridiculous up- 
on the face of it, and so utterly des- 
titute of truth, never could have been 
countenanced by any one of the re- 
spectable individuals who signedthosc 
resolutions. J never perceived the 
slightest repugnance on their part to 
the measure, nor any doubt of its be- 
ing consistent with the principles of 
their religion, to give to the crown a 
negative upon the appointment of 
their bishops. 

“The veto was never considered as 
carrying with it any direct cpntroul 
over the appointment of bishops ; the 
wish for any such power was distinctly 
disclaimed, it being that power of all 
others which government would have 
been most unwilling to charge itself 
with. Direct patronage was unne- 
cessary to the purpose which they 
had jp view, — theJpurpose of obtain- 
ing a security thal no person should 
be invested with the functions of a 
Roman catholic bishop, of whose 
character, as a loyal man and good 
subject, the state was not previously 
satisfied 5 they knew that direct ap- 
pointments by the state were likely 
to create unnecessary jealousy, and to 
deprive the individual chosen of the 
respect &nd confidence of those com- 
mitted to his care. The persons with 
whom goveiwnvent communicated at 
the time perfectly understood, and 
did justice to the principles upon 
which (hey acted. It is due to the 
Roman catholic bishops, at the same 
time, to state, that government expe- 
rienced, on their part, every facility 
in the inquiries they had to make ; 
they furnished them freely, and With- 


out the appearance of distrust, with 
every information they required. They 
acknowledged that a moderate pro- 
vision from the state, such as had 
been extended to ‘the pfesbyterian 
clergy in Ireland, and to the Roman ^ 
catholic clergy in Scotland, would' 
contribute, much to the comfort and 
respectability of their clergy ; yet they 
always displayed an unaffected and 
disinterested reluctance to receive ex* 
elusive benefits, which might have the 
appearance of separating their inte- 
rcfctn from those of the laity, and 
thereby impair their means of dis- 
charging with effect their sacred func- 
tions. 

« Those who have studied the pub- 
lic temper in Ireland, can best appre- 
ciate how salutary would have been 
the effects of such an arrangement ; 
how much the protestants would have 
been conciliated and satisfied, if the 
government were intrusted with the 
means of excluding dangerous men 
from the exercise of such important 
powers ; and how much the Roman 
catholic clergy might be improved, 
if they grew up in such communica- 
tion with the slate under which they 
lived, as to feel that it was not less 
their interest than their duty to main- 
tain at all times a reputation for loy- 
alty and fidelity. Its benefits would 
not have terminated there : in times 
of public tumult and popular delusion, 
the Roman catholiq clergy would feel, 
that they had at least ‘ something on 
which they might. .subsist, without 
beingcompelled to flatter the passions 
©f their misguided flock, till the pe- 
riod of intemperance had passed away, 
and might thus be enabled,, with a 
firmer and bolder step, to tread in 
the path of their duty, 

“The Roman catholic clergy miiBt 
be too well versed in the history of 
mankind, not to feel and to allow 
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that, so long as spiritual authority is 
exercised by men, it is prone to mix 
* itself in temporal concerns, more eB- 
.pecially in matters which may be con- 
sidcred as affecting the interests of 
the church i tself ; and that the times 
may i etVrTTwhen the powpr and in- 
fluence of the see of Rome, if not 
restrained by wholesome regulations, 

■ (a supposition not extravagant, when 
the visible head of the catholic church 
is a prisoner, and consequently an in- 
strument hughe hands of the enemy,) 
may be turned against the temporal 
interests and security of the state. 
Why is the British government alone, 

' of all the powers of Europe, to re- 
main exposed to a danger, against 
which it has been the invariable po- 
licy of all other states, Roman catho- 
lic as well as protestant, to provide ? 
Why should Spain, the country per- 
haps, of all others in Europe, least V 
disposed either to heresy or schism, 
have sedulously excluded the see of 
Rome from any intercourse with their 
church, except through the state ? 
Why did Austria ? Wny did France, 
nnlesi they were satisfied that such a 
power, if secretly exercised over the 
clergy, passing by the state, might, 
and must be abused? If Roman ca- 
tholic states have not thought it safe to 
rely upon the mere security of oaths, 
and if they have deemed it essential 
to their safety to fence themselves 
roufid with additional safeguards, and 
oven to excludo^tK? direct power of 
the see of Rome from operating with- 
in theff- dominions in concerns not 
purely appertaining to faith and doc- 
trine ; can the Roman catholics of 
these dominions complain, if the pro- 
testant state of tjri^ realm should re- 
gard that foreign with similar 
contingents of fair and justifiable jea- 
lousy, and insist upon corresponding 
measures of security and precaution’? 


Are the Roman catholics of Ireland 
entitled to impute to their own go- 
vernment views either illiberal or un- 
wise, when they demand securities 
from them not ©renter than states 
purely Roman catholic in their struc- 
ture have required ? Shall it be im- 
puted as a demand unreasonable on 
the part of the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, not actually to nominate, but to 
have the power of excluding person* 
from the exercise of the episcopal 
functions, in whose loyalty his majesty 
cannot confide ? Does it become the 
Iriih Roman catholics to raise diffi- 
culties on this head ? They ought to 
recollect, that 'their church, being a 
strictly papal church, peculiarly war- 
rants the state in such a demand# 
The Roman catholic church of Ire- 
laud never has vindicated its otvn lia 
berries against the see of Rome ; it 
has no concordat , it has no domestic 
rights expressly secured. The pope 
has, on maivy occasions, rejected the 
recommendations of their bishops to 
vacant sees, and substituted direct no- 
minations from himself in their rofim. 
Founding their discipline and church 
government principally on the canons 
of the Council of Trent, a council 
which pointedly saved to the sec of 
Rome all its rights and privileges, in 
the most extended and objectionable 
sense, and which has never been ac- 
knowledged in points of discipline by 
the Galilean and other free churches, 
the Irish church is at this day one of 
the most dependent in Europe, and 
that in which the pow^r of trre pope 
has the most unqualified sway. 

u Do they mean to describe them- 
sclvt% as such separatists from the 
whole body of the Roman catholics 
in Europe, that, consistently with the 
principles of their, religion, they can- 
not enter into any connection with 
the state under wliich they live l It 
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such pretensions are persevered in, 
the inference must be, not that the 
Roman catholic religion itself is the 
obstacle, bu^that the belief and prac- 
tice of it, at this day prevalent in Ire- 
land, i6 the impediment. Are the Ro- 
man catholics prepared for such an 
avowal ? If they are, they must wait 
till better notions prevail on their 
part, before they can hope to urge 
their claims with any prospect of suc- 
cess.” 

Lord Castlereagh then proceed- 
ed to show, that such a modified en- 
dowment of the clergy of a dissent- 
ing community was compatible with 
the preservation of the established 
church in all its rights and privileges. 
“ This had been done to the -Roman 
catholic clergy of Scotland no longer 
ago than in 1796 ; and the late pope 
had expressed his grateful acknow- 
ledgments for this extension of royal 
benevolence. The episcopal church 
of Scotland was endowedby the state, 
without prejudice to the established 
presbyterian religion ; and in Ireland, 
the presbyterian clergy had long en- 
joyed such an endowment. A sys- 
tem like this, he contended, was cal- 
culated to strengthen the established 
church, by tranquillizing Ireland, and 
placing the clergy of the most nume- 
rous sect in a more friendly relation 
to the state. These were his opinions, 
and they had been those of Mr Pitt. 
The government which had effected 
the Union gave the most unequivocal 
proof of its sincerity, in retiring from 
-administration at a moment when they 

2 ed, in tbe highest degree* the 
lence of their sovereign and of 
the country. If they found greater 
impediments than they expected,*— 
much greater than they could over- 
come, to the accomplishment oT their 
views, no fair man could impute to 
them, on that account* that they did 


not discharge their public duty ho- 
nestly, boldly, and disinterestedly ; and 
if, after they had given this decisive 
and unequivocal proof of the designs 
they had formed for consolidating all 
the advantages of t he Union, they 
were conscientiously satisfied, frorti 
what then passed, that the measure 
could not be pressed with advantage, 
it became them to recollect, that this 
was not the only question in which 
the interests^ the empire were in- 
volved, and to feel that duty com- 
manded them* no longer to refuse 
then services to their sovereign, when 
his majesty condescended to require 
them.” 

Lord Castlereagh concluded by re- 
peating, “ that no advantage could 
result from going into a committee, 
whilst its successful accomplishment 
remained, in his opinion, impossible. 
How much more hopeless had it be- 
come at the present moment, when, 
in addition to all the former impedi- 
ments to success, obstacles the most 
serious, and to him the most unex- 
pected, had been raised by the Ro- 
man catholics themselves. It never 
had been any part of his purpose to 
force the protestant mind upon the 
subject. Time, and a due disposition 
evinced on the part of the Roman ca- 
tholics to connect themselves with 
the state, might create favourable im- 
pressions, the growth of which, re- 
trocessions of sentiment, such as those 
lately witnessed, * r cfculd not fail to 
check and to destroy. For what pur- 
pose go into a committee, #hen no 
person has any plan to propose ; when 
the Roman catholics are neither pre- 
pared nor enabled to comply with 
what is allowed even by Mr Grattan, 
who moves the committee, to be an es- 
sential preliminary ? But then* were 
other insuperable bars at present to 
it* accomplishment ; the public mind 
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was not ripe for the measure, the in- 
disposition was too general and too 
strong, and he much doubted the po- 

• licy of having exposed a question of 

this nature to successive defeats, by 
bringing ij^iojhward under such cir- 
Vumstance8. ,, * 

Had there been no other obstacles 
to the concessions which were demand- 
ed by the advocates of the Irish ca- 
tholics, than 'what the conduct of the 
catholic clergy respe&ing the veto 
occasioned, that obstacle alone was 
insuperable 5 and the fhanner in which 
the facts were stated, not only by 
Lord Castlereagh, but by Mr Grattan 

' and Sir J. C. Hippesley themselves, 
sufficed to prove this. General M. 
Matthew, however, taking the opini- 
ons of these two members, and put- 
ting their statement of the facts con- 
veniently out of sight, gave it as his 
opinion, that they had left little for 
him, or for any one else to say on the 
subject. Then, led away by the re- 
collection of those times which were 
equally disgraceful to both parties, 
and which not only the love we bear 
our country, but tne respect we bear 
to human nature, would make us wish, 
if it were possible, to blot out of hu- 
man history, he entered upon a most 
imprudent and inflammatory strain. 
M Let it not,” said he, M be suppo- 
sed that 1 am exaggerating while I 
state the cruelties exercised by this 
country towards Ireland in the year 

* 1798, for of trait which I shall state, 
I was^myself an eye witness. I saw, 
in the city of DuUin and other parts 
of Ireland, scenes which will excite 
hbrror even in the very recital ; and 
what must they be to those who saw 
them ? — what, indeed, to those who 
felt them ?— I saw honest men drag- 
ged from their families and thrown 
into prisons, without proof or trial, 
in contempt of that boasted pillar of 


theconstitution, Magna Charta, which 
provides, * That no person shall be 
imprisoned except by the judgement 
of his peers, or the lav/ of the land.” 
I did aisd see honest and industrious 
men seized by military force, strip, 
ped «?‘d tied up to triangles or hal- 
berts, and contrary to all laws,’ hu- 
man and divine, barbarously whipt, 
flagged, tortured, or half hanged, and 
infamously forced to confess crimes 
of which they were innocent, and 
which they confessed merely because 
unable to endure more pain ; and this 
in contempt and defiance of the Bill 
of Rights, which says, * No tor- 
ture nor cruelty shall be exercised to- 
wards a British subject/ I did see 
men, in hundreds, insulted beyond 
endurance, and lying in ditches in a 
dying state, after their houses had 
been burnt, and their little property 
reduced to ashes ; their wives or sis- 
ters ravished before their faces, and 
some of their daughters, children of 
ten years of age, barbarously and in- 
humanly defiled by a rabble rout of 
English fencibies and German ^mer- 
cenaries. All these horrors took place 
in Ireland in the year 1798, during 
the administration of that worst of au 
lord-lieutenants, LordCamden. When 
Mr Pitt saw the effects of this diabo- 
lical system, he saw clearly that no 
good whatever could result from it ; 
the system of torture was abandoned, 
mercy was resumed, Lord Camden 
was withdrawn, Lord Cornw&llig was 
sent in his place, conciliation was 
tried, and tranquillity instantly fol- 
lowed. 9 

“ Happy the people were at this 
change for a while ; happy they 
'might have continued ; but the am- 
nesty was shortly afterwards broken 
by the government party. And would 
any man wonder, after this, if the 
people of Ireland should be roused 
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to revenge ? Was there not cause 
enough for resentment and vengeance 
m the cold-blooded murders of ’their 
fathers, motors, and brothers ? In 
the pollution 1 and defilement of their 
wives, their sisters, and their daugh- 
ters ? And yet, notwithstanding the 
butchery of 40,090 of them in that 
•year, the people of Ireland remained 
true to their allegiance. After this 
Statement of facts, will any man in 
his senses come forward and tell us 
that such men are not to be trusted, 
and are unfit to be admitted to our 
glorious constitution ? Is it not mad* 
ness to refuse to four millions of his 
majesty’s loyal subjects, men, of whom 
one half of your army and navy are 
composed, men, without whom you 
cannot man that navy or recruit that 
army, the enjoyment of those pri- 
vileges enjoyed by their countrymen 
of a different religion ? I call upon 
you, in the name of God, and of my 
country, for the emancipation of these 
my brave and loyal countrymen ! the 
salvation of this country depends up- 
on ; and the refusal must tend to 
the subversion of this empire. For, 
in case of an invasion, what have you 
to look to ? So soon as that man, 
who has humbled the rest of conti- 
nental Europe, shall have finished the 
conquest of Spain, he will have all 
the ports of Europe m his power, 
wherein he can prepare and man his 
fleets in spite of your blockading sys- 
tem ; a’ftd they may sail from ports 
so convenient to the Irish shores, that 
no man *c«in fqretcl the moment in 
which they may w comc upon yoa. Be 
■ot too confident of your strength, if 
the enemy should land in Ireland, 
when ^our conduct «shall have di3- s 
gustetf and exasperated that people. 
They have an immense population fit 
to take arms, and ready to be brought 
forward. Ireland was ready to'bnng 


into the field 300,000 fighting men 
equipped for service ; they could re- 
inforce, that army in six weeks by a 
levy of 60,000 more ; and they never 
required from France, aor would they 
accept, though offered*, agrea ter au- 
xiliary force than 10,00() men, add 
40,000 stands of arms. What would, 
then, be the fate of this country in 
case of an invasion, with Ireland in 
hostility ? You would then see 1 mb 
force and ifish discontent united 
against you, and a large French fleet 
manned with Ifish sailors, 1 . to dispute 
with y6u the sovereignty of the sea ; 
by such a change Ireland would have 
every thing to gain, and nothing to 
lose. The Trish would form a go- 
vernment of their own. They would 
abolish penal laws : they would abo- 
lish t'thcs, and not pay one fifth of the 
taxes tiicy do at present. They would 
save to home expenditure the whole 
of those rents paid to the absentee 
proprietors of landed estates ; a per- 
petual drain of the wealth of the 
country, no part of which ever re- 
turns to replenish its resources. They 
would get rid of 60 millions of your 
public debt. They would get rid of 
your establishment in church and state, 
and of your lord-lieutenant, whose 
office ought to have been abolished 
at the Union, which would have sa- 
ved to the country 180,0001. a -year. 
And if, by your oppression, they 
should be driven to a, separation, you 
could never afterward J be able to sub-* 
due them ; for you could never, at 
any one time, send 100,000 men into 
Ireland, deprived of the aid which 
Ireland gives in the recruiting your 
army ; and what chance would you 
have even with such a force in the 
heart of the country, able to muster, 
at 48 hours notice, 800*000 men, *and 
to re-inforce them by 50,000 recruits 
per rttmth, for six iiionths ? That 
12 
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country wants nothing from you,— it 
owes you nothing in point of grati- 
tude. In 48 hours they could effect 
their purpose. They could seize on 
your fortresses, and secure, as hosta- 
ges, all the members of your govern- 
ment there:' The practicability of all 
I have stated was proved before the 
secret committee of the Irish parlia- 
ment by four leading persons, — you 
may call them traitors if you will ; 
but nobody will accuse them of not 
knowing the resources of the coun- 
try. I know the situation of Ireland 
as well as any man in this country. 
I have in that country, and from that 
country, knowledge of certain mat- 
ters* which no other man in this house 
possesses but one, and he does not 
make use of his knowledge. For the 
last sixteen years I have made it my 
business to understand the affairs of 
Ireland ; and I know what I say, 
when I tell you they can bring into 
the field 300,000 men fit for military 
operations, and that they could in six 
weeks replace a loss of 60,000 of 
them ; for this is a calculation delibe- 
rately made/* 

General Mathew grew calmer in 
the course of his speech. “ There ex- 
isted at this time,” he said, “ a power- 
ful party in Ireland, attached to the 
true interests of that country, and 
daily increasing in sti*ength. The in- 
terests of that country were the inte- 
rests of this. Complete emancipation 
was all that .was wanting to render 
the British empire invulnerable. If 
the being’s coronation oath stood in 
the way, parliament ought to repeal 
it, and frame a new one, more con- 
formable to the times. He himself 
saw no possible pbjection to the domes- 
tic appointment' of catholic bishops, 
aiyl the catholic clergy, of Tipperary 
had passed resolutions in favour of it. 
Nevertheless, whether he right 

VOL. III. FART i. 


or wrong, his judgement was not con- 
siderable enough to be put in compe- 
tition with that of four millions of 
people, who knew theiiJbwn interests, 
and the principles of their faith infi- 
nitely better than he could do. They 
hadqpc.dcd that point for themselves; 
whatever they decided he should al- 
ways support, and he would give his 
unqualified vote for catholic emanci- 
pation, whether they allowed the veto 
to the sovereign or not.” 

General M- Mathew had told the 
ministers what they had to fear from 
the Irish ; the Hon. W. Lambe and 
Mr Ponsonby drew portraits not 
less terrific of Buonaparte. i( Is he 
not,” said Mr Ponsonby, “ one of 
those extraordinary men whom Pro- 
vidence creates to bring about those 
great and extraordinary revolutions, 
which in two or three thousand years 
are produced, and totally change the 
moral and political state of the world i 
Is he not ynparallcled in the history 
of the world, both as a military man 
and a general statesman ? I say he is 
the greatest man that has ever ap- 
peared on the face of the earth, in the 
strength of his faculties, and the en- 
ergies of his mind.” “ His actions,” 
said Mr Lambe, “ scarcely resemble 
those of human conquerors; — how- 
ever we mav abhor his atrocities, it 
is impossible not to look upon his 
character with something of a super- 
stitious awe and veneration.” Lord 
Jocelyn, who spoke against the com- 
mittee, 6aid, “ that the true cause of 
the discontented state of Ireland was 
to be found in the pbrpctuai absence 
of the great land-nolders ; and that 
till they were taught to reside occa- 
sionally among their tenantry, to en- 
courage their industry, inspire them 
with confidence, influence their man- 
ners and morals by example, and teach 
them a due submission to the lays r 8, it 

t * 
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would be in vain to look for tranquil- ance and co-operation they may re- 
lity in Ireland ; — no catholic cmanci- quire. -Are you aware of what would 
pation would ever effect it. Every be the certain consequence of their re- 
man who has Va veiled over that coun- sorting to such dangerous assistance ? 
try must have marked on the vviy Never will you be able to secure 
face of it the contrast between the Ireland by continuing^ the conduct 
high state of cultivation, improve- which you have hitherto pursued'; 
ment, and tranquillity which reigns and be assured, if you proceed in that 
in the estates of the resident land- course, that either during his majes- 
holders, and the wretched appearance ty's life, or in the reign of his suc- 
of those esiates where the owners are cessor, there will be a convulsion in 
absentee s, and the tenants arcdeliver- that unhappyfcountry, which will ei- 
ed over to the diipoo.il of mercenary ther place it in the power of thecne- 
agents. This was the true cause of my, or make ii a frightful scene of 
the evil, and the speculative grievan- bloodshed, devastation, and ruin.” 
ces which were complained of had The foru.er part of Mr Ponsonby ’s 
nothing to do with the real source of speech was employed in detailing to 
discontent.” Mr Ponsonby replied, the 1 louse what had formerly past be- 
“ that if Lord Jocelyn thought rcsi- tween him and Dr Milner, when Dr 
dent landlords were necessary to the Milner authorised him to state that 
prosperity of Ireland, he must try his the catholics were willing to give up 
hand at repealing the Union ; for the the veto. Mr Perceval, reprehending 
natural effect and object of the Union the spirit in which Mr Ponsonby had 
was to draw the great proprietors out spoken, expressed his sincere satisfac- 
of Ireland. If that,” h*. continued, tion that that gentleman and Mr 
« cannot be done, I trust those con- Grattan had so completely cleared 
cessions will be made which will have themselves from the suspicion of ba- 
the ;;ffcct of satisfying the people of ving held out fallacious motives to 
that country ; but the truth is, that the house. “ The case,” said he, 
Irel md never obtained any consider- « will now stand clear with the pub- 
able advantages, except at the mo- lie. But I cannot forbear trusting, 
ment of England’s embarrassments, that from the whole of this strange 
That is the melancholy and deplora- transaction we shall learn a useful les- 
ble truth. If you go on refusing son, and that in future we shall not 
every thing to the people of Ireland, depend too much upon the accuracy 
depend upon it they will say, that of the advocates for the concessions, 
the Union lias made them worse than as to thy judgement they may form of 
they Were, and that what you refuse the opinions and' feelings of the ca- 
they would have obtained from their tholics upon this subject. We now 
own pailiamcnt— - their own parlia- know with what feelings we ftre to 
ment must havp relieved them from receive any representations coming 
theii oppressions. If ) 011 persevere from that quarter. It is unneces- 
in resisting their just pretensions, 0 *c- sary,” said Mr Perceval, u to do more 
peud upoi- it the) wi*. tin at present than meet the arguments 

dangerous means ot enforcing their of the mover of this question upon 
claims, and the ability and inclination the ground which he has chosen. <He 
of the emperor of the French will not has himself declared, that either the 
long have them without that assist- veto or the domestic nomination are 
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indispensable before the concession 
can be granted. That the veto would 
be objected to* we know ; that any 
equivalent arrangement would be ac- 
ceded to, we have* no reason to be- 
lieve. But suppose such an arrange- 
ment were agreed to, it supposes a 
contract to which the government of 
this country, the Roman catholics of 
Ireland, and the pope, must all be 
arties. Now the pojje may refuse 
is sanction, Buonaparte may compel 
him to refuse it, or the catholics may 
change their mind ; and you cannot 
punish them for non-performance, 
without justly incurring the charge 
of intolerance. Should the present 
race of catholics make the concession, 
how can they bind the religious scru- 
ples of their children ? 

u What would be our situation, if, 
after all the disabilities of which the 
catholics complain had been removed, 
on the supposition that certain con- 
cessions on their part would be per- 
petual, the sons of those catholics 
should refuse to abide by what was 
stipulated for them ? nay, if the per- 
s6ns themselves who had conceded 
them should repent of their conces- 
sion ? We could not punish them for 
withdrawing their consent ; and if we 
did, wc should be justly accused of 
interfering in a matter of religion and 
conscience with the hand of power. 
The right honourable gentleman ar- 
gues, and for aught I know may 
argue correctly, that the veto is con- 
sistent with the Roman catholic reli- 
gion ; but who h to be the judge of 
the validity of that argument? In such 
a case, none can be competent judges 
but the catholics themselves ; and if 
they declare that they cannot con- 
scientiously grant such a power, it is 
just* as intolerant to require them to 
grant it, as to insist on their taking 
the oath of supremacy. Suppose, af- 


ter such a concession on their parts, 
persons assumed the episcopal cf)a- t 
racter, functions, and authority, with- 
out complying with tht/e terms, and 
the Roman catholics acknowledged 
their authority, how would you pre- 
vent them ? Suppose they asserted it 
to be an article of faith, of religion, 
not to suffer a protestaut to interfere 
in the election or nomination of their 
bishops, would you prosecute them ? 
would you punish them for this ar- 
ticle of their faith ? would you ? 
where then would be your toleration ? 
yet without this, what is the validity 
of your agreement ? 

“ Besides, too, is such an arrange- 
ment practicable ? how is the consent 
of the pope to be obtained ? how are 
we to procure access to him ? And 
even if it were possible to obtain his 
ratification while he remains a prison- 
er, if Buonaparte were to consent that 
he should give it, without which con- 
sent I con chide no man is so idle to 
suppose the pope could give it, might 
lie not when at large retract his for- 
mer act, and plead in justification his 
former situation ? Let us not then 
be amused with a project, the nature 
of which it is not attempted to ex- 
plain, and the execution of which 
borders upon impossibility. Surely 
this is enough to show that the ho. 
nourable mover, upon his own prin- 
ciples, ought to oppose his own mo- 
tion ; for the result of a committee 
upon these petitions must be to excite 
expectations which cannot possibly 
be gratified, and to le # avc tht public 
mind in a state mucli*worse than that 
in which it was found. That right 
honourable gentleman has one objec- 
tion to concession ; I have two ; and 
though I think his a serious one, and 
one which his proposed remedy would 
not cure, yet there is another, which, 
with a? view to the tranquillity of Ire- 
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land, I think of much greater import- 
ance. I remain of the opinion that 
the catholicikof Ireland arc disposed 
to go farther\han what they now de- 
mand as emancipation ; that whatever 
they now profess, nay, whatever they 
now may feel, they will not, they can- 
not be satisfied with any thing short 
of the entire and exclusive establish- 
ment of their religion in Ireland. 
Nay, the better the Roman catholic, 
the more sincere lie is in his faith ; 
the more attached to his religion, the 
more impossible it is to suppose that 
he could be satisfied till he had ob- 
tained that establishment. But there 
are many whom even this would not 
8atisfy, — who distinctly state that a 
repeal of the Union is necessary for 
the salvation of Ireland. This is the 
declared sentiment of many who are 
foremost among the catholics them- 
selves, and such opinions every day 
issue from the press. What, there- 
fore, arc we to judge, bifuthat eman- 
cipation is not the real object of the 
petitioners, and that nothing will sa- 
tisfy them but a separation from this 
country ? This, I trust, is far from 
the general sentiment ; but the ca- 
tholics of Ireland, as a general body, 
would never be contented unless w ith 
the full establishment of their church. 
I always argue.l the question in that 
way, and 1 do so now, quite fearless 
of the censures that may be cast by 
any one on my motives.” 

It might have been supposed that 
Mr Perceval, after such fair and irre- 
fragable arguments so temperately de- 
livered, could have no cause to anti- 
cipate ^ensure ; but he knew the tem- 
per of his opponents, and the soft of 
language winch he expected was libe- 
rally poured upon him by Mr Whit- 
bread. Let not the house,’*, satd 
that gentleman, " be for a moment 


misled by the train of arguments of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
He may discuss the propriety of this 
or that restriction, but upon these 
questions he is not a man open to 
conviction, or whom any arrangement 
could satisfy. If the catholics were 
to lie prostrate at his feet, and to im- 
plore nim to name his own terms, his 
answer must be, « I can never be sa- 
tisfied. I cap propose no arrange- 
ments j I can accept no terms. You 
arc men whom I cannot trust ; I can- 
not believe you upon your oaths.* 
In what other language could the 
right honourable gentleman express 
himself, who must judge of the prin- 
ciples of other men by his own ? for 
he has told you, that if, instead of be- 
ing so truly orthodox as he is, he were 
a schismatic, he would ask for immu- 
nities chiefly for the sake of using 
them to overthrow the establishment 
from which the concession of them 
had been obtained ; that he would 
not, that he ought not to be satisfied, 
until he had succeeded in demolishing 
the one church, and setting up the 
other on its ruins. With such a man 
it is idle to discuss arrangements ; with 
his consent none will ever be carried 
practically into effect. It is not, how- 
ever, my wish to quarrel witfi the re- 
ligious doctrines of this man of into- 
lerance, nor to waste the time of the 
house in exposing the weakness and 
bigotry of arguments which have 
been so often exposed and refuted.”' 

This was a convenient mode of an- 
swering Mr Perceval’s reasoning ; and 
Mr Whitbread, leaving unnoticed all 
the difficulties which would precede 
concession, and all the dangers which 
would follow it, proceeded to the ea- 
sier task of indulging in declamation 
and in personalities « True it waff,” 
he said, “ General M. Mathew had 
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recommended with great ferrour the 
repeal of the Union. Ample allow- 
•ance was due to the ardent feelings of 
• a true-born Irishman ; and who could 
blame his heated language, when it 
was recollected that he was an eye wit- 
ness of the horrors of 179§ f and that 
he sees in 1810 the minister of Eng- 
land, and the tools of that minister, 
use every topic of inflammation, and 
encourage every rancorous feeling, in 
discussing the claims oftthe catholics. 
I impute not this blame to the Duke 
of Richmond, nor to*Lord Welling- 
ton while he was chief secretary, nor 
to his brother, who now fills the same 
office, — it lies at the door of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
has thought it decent and fair to op- 
pose every species of obstacle to the 
emancipation of the Irish catholics. 
But we must not argue from the 
warmth or even violence of any par- 
ticular person, addressing a meeting 
or issuing a publication under the 
keen seuse of suffering, and using in- 
temperate language, to the feelings 
of the whole collective mass of ca- 
tholics. We have had recent expe- 
rience indeed, that one misguided, or 
misguiding man, may convulse the 
moral feelings of a whole country, 
and throw an obstacle in the way of 
a mo3t beneficial national arrange- 
ment. Mr Perceval succeeded in so 
doing, and thereby obtained the reins 
of power ; but let us hope that no 
intemperance corresponding with his 
own, on the part of those to whom he 
denies justice, will be permitted to 
defeat their object and further his.” 

Mr Whitbread next attacked Lord 
Castlercagh and Mr Canning. u The 
noble lord,” said he, " has told us he 
conceives there are many arguments 
which might be successfully urged to 
convince the most obstinate enemies 
to the catholic claims of the propriety 


of granting them. We have seen him 
twice associated with ministers, the 
tenure of whose office was the exclu- 
sion of the catholics. A should be 
glad to know if he ever exerted his 
talents to convince the present Chan- 
cellor, oi the Exchequer of this his 
great political error, as it was his 
bounden duty to di>, or whether he 
found him an unmalleable mass of bi- 
gotry ? The noble lord has spoken 
in this debate more like a statesman 
than we ever heard him speak while 
he had any share in the conduct of 
the affairs of state. I congratulate 
the Irish on his emancipation, and I 
congratulate himself. I congratulate 
Mr Canning also, that he too is free 
to declare his sentiments, and act ac- 
cording to his feelings, upon a point 
of such transcendant importance. It 
is not unworthy of remark, that the 
two friends to the catholic claims, who 
joined the anti -catholic administration 
for their own reasons, have both re- 
linquished their situations in conse- 
quence of the conduct of the one to- 
ward the other. We have no longer 
a cabinet composed of jarring •opi- 
nions on this point, — it is one pure 
unadulterated lump of bigotry,” 

. Then, as if the battle were to be 
won by shouting victory, Mr Whit- 
bread exclaimed, “ Repeated discus- 
sion drives bigotry from her strong- 
holds. The cruel restrictions upon 
the catholics will be removed as mists 
are dispelled by the noon-d^y sun. 
The coronation oath used to be pla- 
ced in the van of the battle against 
their claims ; the coronatiorf oath is 
abandoned ; the falsettatexnents which 
w made respecting it, the false in- 
ferences which v\ ere drawn from them, 
have been so often and so fully ex- 
posed that it has become quite harm- 
less, — its* advocates are ashamed of it. 
Is not the desertion of the corona- 
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tion oath a 8tcp gained by the ca- 
tholics ? Is it not another great step 
gained, that the university of Oxford 
has elected Ifcird Grenville her chan- 
cellor ?” Sir W. Scott's declaration 
on the part of the University stood a 
little in the way of this assertion, and 
Mr Whitbread confessed that it gave 
him no small degree of mortification 
to see such a spirit of intolerance and 
cruelty in that ancient seat of learn- 
ing. «« Mr Grattan/’ be continued, 
u in his opening speech talked of the 
dungeons of theology, and the mad- 
house of casuistry. I am not versed 
in the voluminous writings which 
have encumbc’-ed and obscured the 
truths delivered to us in the gospel ; 
hut to me, as to all men, are open the 
writings of the Evangelists, wherein 
alone we can find the history of the 
tra'K.irtions of the Divine Dispenser 
of o '• revelation ; wherein alone are 
receded thi words which fell from 
hr. mouth. I do not there find any 
ai. lunity given to man to persecute 
his fellow man, because he does not 
accept the same interpret ation with 
him&cU of all the mysteries of our i\ 
hV I do not there find that I 
have the right, however I may have 
the power, to deprive my neighbour 
of the free enjoyment of all the civil 
blessings of that comnumit/in which 
we live, because he takes the sacred 
symbolical words uttered by our Sa- 
viour in a sense more literal than I 
do. Rrligion is a matter of concern- 
ment to each individual man. No 
man, no collection of men, can im- 
pose a belief Upon another. They 
can have no right then to deprive any 
man, or inscription of men, of thtir 
civil freedom, on account of their 
conscientious scruples. It has been 
said thWe is a natural connection be- 
tween the church and state. That 
position I dopy. Tim. there ought 


to be an union between the state and 
a church establishment, I admit ; but 
when the state unites with the church, 
she ought not to lend her strength 
to the church for the purpose of per- 
secuting all who dissent from her te- 
nets.*’ 

When Mr Whitbread talked thus 
of intolerance and persecution, did it 
never occur to him that these charges 
were rather more applicable to Ca- 
tholicism tharrto the framers and sup- 
porters of the Test Act i Had he 
forgotten that intolerance and perse- 
cution are the avowed principles and 
necessary th f ie3 of the Roman catho- 
lic church ? Mr Canning, whom he 
had as it were called upon, shortly 
replied, and declared that he did not 
conceive himself pledged either for 
or against the claims of the catholics. 
** I do not,” said he, “ mean to deny 
or disguise my opinion, that it would 
be highly desirable, highly conducive 
to the strength and happiness of the 
empire, that all the clashing and con- 
flicting interests of protestants and 
catholics should be reconciled. I 
think, moreover, that great as arc the 
difficulties which now oppose such 
reconciliation, the time will most cer- 
tainly come when its consummation 
will take place. But the present time 
I do not think ripe for its accom- 
plishment. How indeed is it possi- 
ble for any man so to consider it, 
when one of the two contending par- 
ties is at variance within itself? It is 
not a little extraordinary that protes- 
tants should be expected to bcuf one 
mind as to granting every thing to 
the catholics, when such a discord- 
ance of opinions reigns among the 
catholics themselves, as to the terms 
on which they would accept the 
grant. The opposition to the jno- 
tion this night has been rested on the 
sole ground of the want of any ade 
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quate security, the absence of any de- 
finite suggestion on their part, in the 
, room of that which was tendered ten 
years ago, and which has since been 
publicly withdrawn. I am sincerely 
glad that it was thus confined, ab- 
staining from all those generalities 
respecting the nature of tne catholic 
religion, which have given to former 
discussions on this subject so hostile 
and angry a character. And it is wo 
less a satisfaction to nv, that, on the 
other side, the question has not been 
argued on any abstract principle of 
right ; a mode of argument which I 
should have felt myself obliged, as 
much as the most bigoited protestant, 
to re^ft. 

To maintain the claims of the 
catholics on such a ground, is in ef- 
fect nothing less than to argue that 
there should be no national establish- 
ed religion ai all : it is to argue against 
the policy of all nations, ancient or 
modern, with the political frame of 
which tome system of religion, pure 
or cortupt, has invariably been asso- 
ciated and incorporated, to uphold 
juid consecrate the civil establish- 
ments. Sir J. Newport alone has in- 
sisted upon this argument of right. 
Iff as he insists, it is the right of the 
catholics to be admitted to all the 
privileges and immunities of the con- 
stitution, it is injustice, it is tyranny 
to withhold them. A state, then, 
has no right to maintain its establish- 
ed religion by any exclusive privi- 
leges ; and if the catholics possess a 
righfc to be admitted to all privileges 
on the footing of the members of the 
established church, so do all the dis- 
senters of every denomination. The 
necessary consequence of such doc- 
trine would be the destruction of all 
national religion, as such, and the es- 
tablishment of unlimited sectarianism 
in its room. 


“ To the present motion I object 
in linn tic, because, with all my pro- 
fessions of good will, with all my dis- 
avowal of hostility or guspicion to- 
ward the catholics, I cafcnot see what 
approach is likely to be made to ad- 
justment by consenting to go into the 
committee. No security or engage- 
ment is oilered on the part of the ca- 
tholics $ their very advocates are obli- 
ged to come forward with censure 
against them, for withdrawing that 
security which was formerly propo- 
sed to parliament in their name. The 
suggestion of domestic nomination is 
not more easily attainable than the 
\Ho, and would be less efficacious if 
attained. At least, it would be ne- 
cessary to adjourn this arrangement 
till the papal see should be once more 
free from the dominion of the ruler 
of France ; till then we cannot form 
any arrangement, nor even then could 
we accept of any security short of 
the veto originally proposed. Such, 
at least, is, *1 confess, rny present opi- 
nion ; an opinion, however, which l 
shall be willing to rr consider, when- 
ever the opportunity of reconsider- 
ing it to any practical purpose shall 
arrive. Bui that some such condi- 
tion is absolutely necessary, no mail 
will doubt, who thinks, as 1 do, that 
of any adjustment between the ca- 
tholics and protestants, mutual con- 
cession and mutual conciliation must 
be the basis ; that such an adjust- 
ment, in order to be permanent, in 
order to produce any of the fruits 
which are expected from it, must not 
be a victory to one party or the othe r ; 
it must not be considered by one side 
a\a successful struggle, nor as a for- 
ced concession to a rival by the other. 
That the time* for this greatly to be 
desired adjustment is not yet arrived, 
is my clear and tVcidedopinion, Some 
progress, l think, has been made ; 
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many prejudices have been. removed ; 
and much of the asperity which at- 
tended the earlier discussions would 
have been dfcpe away entirely, had it 
not been for the unfortunate revoca- 
tion by the catholics of their own 
voluntary tender of two year$ ago. 
It is not unreasonable, that, after 
•uch a retraction, a more mistrustful 
jealousy should be exercised, and a 
moio settled and perfect security re- 
quired, as to any subsequent offers of 
arrangement, lienee, jn part, arises 
that ir. disposition which unquestion- 
ably exists in the public mind at pre- 
sent ; — which exists not, as has been 
vainly supposed, in one quarter only 
in this country, a quarter to which it 
is as unjust as it is unconstitutional 
to refer, as opposing the only ob- 
stacle to the settlement of this great 
question ; but which is diffused wide- 
ly amongst the different classes of the 
English community ; so widely, that 
Concession at this moment upon this 
oint would have the effect of sha- 
ing the gemral confidence in the le- 
gislature.” 

This concluded the second night’s 
debate upon the subject. On the 
third, Hutchinson, the Marquis 
of Tavistock, Sir T. Turton, Col. 
Talbot, Mr Parnell, Sir Ralph Mil-* 
bank, Mr Barham, Lord George 
Grenville, Mr Williams Wynn, Mr 
Peter Moore, and Mr Maurice Fitz- 
gerald, spoke in favour of the catho- 
lic cfe/ms. “ The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer,” said the latter, “ says 
he cannot grant the catholic people 
of Ireland the prayer of their peti- 
tion. Then I dsk him, is he prepared 
to disband the catholic soldiers .and 
sailors, with which the army and navy 
of Great Britain arc filled ? I ask 
him, whether lie means to discontinue 
their service, as men that are not to 
he t lusted ? 1 ask him, whether,* in 


the state of this country, and the dif- 
ficulties with which it is surrounded, 
he can man an army without the aid 
of the Roman catholicsof Ireland ^ 
The enemy, strong as he is in war, 
formidable as he is in policy, invin- 
cible as he is by the military means 
with whiefi he threatens this country, 
becomes more formidable by his own 
internal regulations. It must he to 
him extremely gratifying, in the midst 
of conscious jrower, to leflect, that in 
his decrees liberty of conscience forms 
the most prominent boon to his sub- 
jects. He has declared, that no re- 
ligions sevi? shall be injured or mo- 
lested in the pursuit of their doctrines 
who swear allegiance to the state. 
While he is pursuing a by stem which 
conciliates, a system which conquers 
for him beforehand, when he says I 
am not satisfied with toleration, but 
the Calvinistic religion shall be esta- 
blished, he does an act of wisdom 
worthy of his great mind ; he set9 an 
example to the ministers of this coun- 
try, from which they ought to take 
warning. But they refuse every mea- 
sure of conciliation. Every act of 
concession that has been extended to- 
ward unhappy Irelandhas been drawn, 
not from their repentance, not from 
their affection, but from their terror, 
and the pressing calls of necessity. 
Ireland lias suffered for centuries un- 
der a tyranny from which she has now 
sense enough to rescue herself,— and 
let me fell you she caiurescue herself.” 

Mr O’Hara, Mr Bernard, and Mr 
M‘Naughton, temperately and ably 
pointed out the want of logic in the 
arguments of the emancipators, and 
the want of truth in their charges of 
intolerance. The solicitor-general. 
Sir T. Plotner, spoke more at length. * 
** We are exhorted,” said he, ** to 
place confidence in the Irish ca- 
tholics, and make an unconditional 
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grant of, all they require. Have then 
ariy circumstances taken place to jus- 
tify such confidence pn the subject ? 
Has Mr Grattan become an advocate 
for it from any recent experience of 
his own i Has he discovered, that on 
this subject men may be peculiarly 
trusted without any positive compact, 
from the sincerity and good faith 
which they have been found to ob- 
serve in all their communications re- 
specting it ? Has not^he direct con- 
trary most lamentably and disgrace- 
fully appeared ? Has.he not been him- 
self the dupe of this confidence ? 
Have not hi9 own honour and vera- 
city been called in question by it ? 
What was the degrading narrative, 
which occupied a great part of the 
speech in which this confidence is re- 
commended to us ? A series of the 
most shameful and barefaced duplici- 
ty and falsehood, practised by the 
deputed agent of the persons to whom 
wc are to give this novel and extra- 
ordinary confidence, described equal- 
ly to the entire vindication of his own 
honour and good faith, and to the 
.shame and confusion of those with 
whom he had to communicate. Yet 
was Dr Milner a man standing high 
in character and rank amongst the 
catholics, and on that account select- 
ed as their agent. Yet was he dig- 
nified with the appointment of a ca- 
tholic bishop inpartibus , and of vicar 
apostolic by the see of Rome ; and, as 
the delegate, of the cathdlics, was 
placed in a situation of peculiar re- 
sponsibility and trust. Notwithstand- 
ing all tlus, how was every honour- 
able tic and principle disregarded and 
broken ! When this reverend doctor 
authorised the proposition of a veto, 
it is probable that he was himself de- 
ceived into a belief that it would be 
ratified and approved by the catholic 
hierarchy! and a great majority of the 


Roman catholics in Ireland ; for I 
cannot suppose he had the baseness 
to hold *it out solely for purposes of 
deception. But whenjhc found the 
catholic voice iu Ireland loud and ge- 
neral against this innovation in their 
church, he endeavoured to shrink 
from this responsibility himself, and 
place it with those who had bei n de- 
ceived by a reliance on his representa- 
tions. Is it possible to state a strong- 
er instance, to shew the folly and dan- 
ger of personal confidence in matters 
of this nature ? Repeated assevera- 
tions, and even written engagements, 
an- found to have no binding obliga- 
tion or weight. Distinctions are made 
between a solemn and a serious pro- 
mise,-— and even the most grave and 
venerable characters do not scruple 
to fiy from their wotls, and falsify 
their most deliberate declarations. 

“ But even if confidence could be 
received as a justifiable rule of action 
in a measure of great national concern, 
the catholics of Ireland have now 
wholly precluded it by their own ex- 
press, deliberate, and public declara- 
tion, not to accede to any the slight- 
est of the terms which have been pro- 
posed. Their resolution is fixed and 
unalterable. They have publicly pled- 
ged themselves to the firm and un- 
shaken observance of it, and nothing 
will induce them to depart from it. 
Yet, under these circumstances, Mr 
Grattan iccoxntnends confidence, and 
recommends a measure still iyore wild 
and extravagant, if possible, than the 
principle on which it is founded ! 
Trust to them, he says, *and give 
them all they askt this is the only 
pjau by which the harmony, the union 
and safety of the empire can be effec- 
tuated. All tliat they avsk ? Can any- 
one define what that is, or to what 
extent it goes ?i Immunity from all 
penalties and restraints they have al- 
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ready acquired 5 access to some of 
the franchises and power of the state 
has aLo been given ; and the rest are 
open on the c^rnc terms as they are 
granted or acquired by any other sub- 
ject. To grant a full participation 
of political power to those who re- 
fuse to acknowledge th € plenum do- 
minium. the entire sovereignty of the 
state, would be contrary to the po- 
licy and practice of all ages and na- 
tions i nor would this place them on 
the sime, but on a different and a 
better footing than the rest ot his ma- 
jesty's subjects. But how is this claim 
to be complied with, in respect to the 
religious establishment of the coun- 
try ? Is there to he no longer any 
preference or distinction in favour of 
the protest ant church in Ireland ? Is 
the Roman catholic hierarchy to be 
immediately put on the same foot- 
ing ? to have the same episcopal and 
other dignities, with precisely the 
same rank and dignity, the same emo- 
luments and rights, the same power, 
privileges, and authority ? Are the 
tithes of Roman catholics to be with- 
drawn from die protestant, and trans- 
ferred to the support of the Roman 
catholic church ? A"d are the two 
rival establishment* to be farmed in 
Ireland in all respects on the same 
footing ? If they are not, if all th-* c e 
things and more are not dene, the 
Roman catholics will still cay they 
are not entirely placed on the same 
footing 0 as the rest of his majesty’s 
subjects ; and if they arc, would these 
be the arrangements which arc con- 
sidered by Lord Grenville to be ne- 
cessary to make”* due provision for 
the inviolable maintainancc of the Re- 
ligious and civil establishments of this 
united kingdom r* That such inno- 
vations must be productive of effects 


directly the contrary, is too evident 
to require discussion. New and aug- 
mented sources of civil discord, dis- 
content, and danger to the state, will 
not fail to be created by a new par- 
liamentary grant on this head, whe- 
ther it fall short of what is required, 
and introduce new restrictions and 
qualifications, or whether it goes the 
full length of erecting an absolute, 
unqualified, and universal equality of 
jurisdiction, emolument, and power. 

w The Roman catholics do not pre- 
tend to circumscribe and limit their 
demands. Those demands have been 
publicly „ nounced by one * of their 
own communion, who is said to apeak 
the sentiments, and to possess the 
confidence, of a considerable number 
of the catholic -body. * Emancipa- 
tion,* he says, in his letter to Lord 
Grenville, " if an isolated measure, 
must be undesirable both to England 
and Ireland* To satisfy the people 
of Ireland, thee must b? means adopt- 
ed which the poor man will foci in 
his cabin ; there must be a change, 
not merely of men, but of the total 
system of government. IX pend upon 
it, you will only tamper with the tran- 
quillity of Ireland, if you go on dis- 
cussing your extensive and compli- 
cated arrangements. You had better 
turn your mind to arrangements at 
once extensive and simple. It is time 
to lay the axe to the root of the evil. 
Tf your purpose be to save Ireland to 
the empire, let her experience an eter- 
nal divorce between religion and po- 
litics, including the abolition of tithes, 
and the suppression of every species 
of public plunder upon pious pre- 
tences. Let her see her corporate 
bodies, including the universities, an- 
nulled ; for they are all org anized ac- 
complices of old errors, and of old 


•Mr Keoi;h. 
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vices, against every moral, political, 
or physical improvement. Let her 
peasantry be freed from the pressure 
of rackrent, not by inoperative sta- 
tutes, but by bringing into market 
fewer bidders for more arable land, 
by discouraging her grazing, and by 
encouraging her domestic manufac- 
tures. Let the progressive accumu- 
* lation of her taxes be terminated. 
Their amount, indeed, must remain 
enormous, to pay the Jnterest of her 
debt ; for alas ! the money is squan- 
dered. But if the series of robbery, 
from the tax-gatherer to the exche- 
quer, both inclusive, were guarded 
against, and if the immense misap- 
plied revenues of the intrusive church, 
and of the corporate bodies, were re- 
sumed by the nation, Ireland might 
wage a war which would last to the 
end of the world. 1 But if such ideas 
at all prevail in the country, it is in 
vain to look for tranquillity and con- 
tent from any grants which it is in 
the power of parliament to make. 
The cry of grievances unredressed, 
will never cease so long as the pro- 
.testant establishment continues to be 
maintained, and the union between 
England and Ireland to be preser- 
ved. 

4 But suppose, as Mr Grattan ad- 
vises, the unconditional concession 
was made, trusting to the generosity 
of the catholics for those arrange- 
ments which lie admits to be neces- 
sary, and the*catholic$ shoifld perse- 
vere in their determination to admit of 
no change in their ecclesiastical dis- 
cipline, even though Cardinal Fesch, 
or any other instrument of Buona- 
parte, should be made pope ; what 
would he then propose to protect the 
'empire from the alarming danger, to 
wfyich the advocates for concession 
have them selves admitted tint both 
church and state would infallibly be 


exposed? Would he be content to 
leave the empire exposed to all that 
danger, without even then resorting 
to any measure of seciyity ? If not, 
what would that measure be ? and 
which of the only alternatives that 
would then be left to us would he 
recoihmend to be adopted ? Would 
he propose that parliament should 
resume the grant so improvidently 
made, and restore things to the state 
in which they were when this rash 
experiment was made ; or would he, 
by a new infliction of legislative pe- 
nalties and restraints, enforce the ob- 
servance of the arrangements deemed 
necessary for the public safety ? In 
either case, he must be sensible at how 
great a distance lie would place the 
attainment of any of the great na- 
tional objects which he has in view* 
the happiness, the tranquillity, or the 
safety of the united empire ? It can- 
not be necessary to dwell longer on 
the bad policy and mischief, in every 
point of >/iew, of the right honour- 
able gentleman’s proposition. I have 
already detained the house too long 
in the exposal of it. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman must, I presume, 
have been induced to resort to it, not 
as in itself an advisable measure, but 
because, if something must be done 
towards the Roman catholics of Ire- 
land, this is an experiment, the only 
one which, in their present temper 
and disposition, could be tried, after 
the language and conduct which they 
had held respecting the proposal of 
the veto” 

The discussion was concluded by 
Mr Grattan, who, because his oppo- 
nents, forbearing from the general 
principle of the question, had rested 
their opposition upon the very ground 
of the emancipators themselves, rea- 
soned fi om this silence, as if the ob- 
jection to the principle was given up. 
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« The principle,” he said, « is gene- 
rally acceded to ; the catholic reli- 
gion is acquitted ; it is allowed that 
there i\ nothing cither in the conipo- 
sitii-'i of the Irish, or of their reli- 
that bars their capacitation ; 
the on ! y iii:ng required is precaption 
against dangerous influence in the 
Horn in at;' ■ of the clergy, and that 
precaution the resolutions of their 
bishops bespeak. They declare they 
are ready to give you every security 
which b con -jotc u l with the integrity 
of their church and their religion. 
What then become of the argument 
which says the parties cannot agree ? 
The minister, however, having sup- 
ped domestic nomination impossi- 
le, corrects the danger. How ? by 
disqualifying the laity ; but as loug 
as you disqualify the laity, you sepa- 
rate them from England. What then 
is to be our situation, according to 
the doctrine of the right honourable 
gentleman ? A clergy connected with 
1 ranee, and a laity scpaiatcd from 
England. You think it better to have 
French bishops in Ireland, than Irish 
catholics in parliament ; this is a si- 
tuation defended on account of its 
safety ; a situation, in fact, of the 
greatest peril, where the cure aggra- 
vates the disorder, where you cor- 
rect an eventual communication with 
France, by a separation from Eng- 
land. To shew the better the nature 
of such a situation, I shall propose to 
the gentlemen opposing the motion 
to lay before them the map of Eu- 
rope, and let them be the.arbiters of 
their own argument. There is Ire- 
land, here England, and there Fiance ; 
the object must be to connect the 
catholics of Ireland # wit1i England, 
and keep them h ' parate from France. 
To accompV h this, I shall present 
to those g ei» lie men two lines, one of 
communication, and the other of se- 


paration, How will they apply them ? 
will they draw the line or communi- 
cation between France and Ireland, 
and of separation between Ireland and 
Great Britain ecclesiastical com- 
munication between the Irish catho- 
lics and France, and political separa- 
tion between the Irish catholics and 
Great Britain ? If they draw the lines 
in that manner, they give up the em- 
pire ; and if they do not, they re- 
nounce their argument.” 

After this protracted discussion, 
the question was put to the vote ; 
109 voted with Mr Grattan, 21$ 
against him. The sitvption of those 
members who represent the catholic 
part of Ireland is worthy of remark. 
They must vote for all catholic claims, 
or else they lose their seats ; and if 
they should succeed in carrying those 
claims, then they are sure to be dis- 
placed, to make room for catholic re- 
presentatives ; so that they are pro- 
tected in their seat3 by those who 
vote against them, — a whimsical con- 
sequence of granting catholic free- 
holders a right to vote. In the Up- 
per House the Earl of Do- 
noughmore presented the June 6. 
petition ; the same ground 
was gone over, and the same decision 
adopted, by a majority of 154- to 68. 

It is one of the evils produced by 
agitating this most mischievous ques- 
tion, that it distractfcthe attention of 
both nations from the real grievrnces 
underwhich Ireland suffers, and that it • 
revents the Irish from feeling and ack- 
nowledging the benefits wlnclf they 
have received, and perceiving that it 
is as much the wish as the interest 
of the government, by every practi- 
cable means* to improve the state of 
Ireland. The grievances which are 
redressed, the benefits winch preqou- 
ferred, the disposition to confidence 
which is chowp by the government, 
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are passed over as silently as the 
known and avowed intentions of the 
disaffected part of the Irish people. 

’ During this very session the prison 
laws of Ireland ivere repealed and 
others enacted, for the sake of rcrae- 
dying evils which, Mr W* Pole said, 
were shocking to humanity. Mr W. 

• Pole moved also for the repeal of the 
Irish insurrection act, which had ne- 
ver been enforced during 
May 30. the governments of the 
Dukes of Bedford and 
Richmond ; “ Instances had occur- 
red, 1 ” he said, (t during that time, in 
which applications had been made by 
several gentlemen to put the act in 
force, and proclaim it in different 
parts of the country in which disturb- 
ances had existed ; but government 
had always resisted those applica- 
tions ; they had caused investigation 
to he made, and bad found that they 
could restore and maintain public 
tranquillity without having recourse 
to this act. And now it was with 
the most sincere pleasure they felt 
themselves justified in declaring, that 
the continuance of the act was no 
longer necessary. Many representa- 
tions had certainly been made to the 
Irish government upon this subject 
from loyal and well-disposed persons, 
who thought it was running a great 
risk, to repeal this act ; but such was 
the improvement?! n civilization which 
had taken place, that they felt they 

’ could proceed* without it ; and no 
lover of the constitution could wish 
to sec such a law upon the statute- 
book, unless the circumstances of the 
times rendered it indispensable. It 
would, however, be advisable to ren- 
der permanent those provisions of the 
act which punished the taking and 
the administering of unlawful oaths, 
and those also for protecting wit- 
nesses and magistrates, which ought, 


perhaps, to have formed a separate 
act. According to those provisions* 
if any person gave information and . 
should be murdered before the trial 
came on, the information should be 
received as evidence on the trial ; or 
if a person so giving information waa 
secreted before the trial and kept 
out of the way, and it should appear 
upon inquiry that he was secreted by 
the person accused, then Ids infor- 
mation might be used in the same 
way. Powers were also given to the 
grand juries to levy a sum of money 
to be paid to the representative of 
any witness or magistrate murdered 
under such circumstances. These 
provisions it was proposed to re-enact. 

,c There was another act also,” Mr 
W. Pole said, u which was brought 
in at the same time, and to which he 
must call the attention of the house. 
He believed every person would ad- 
mit, that the provisions for register- 
ing arms, aftd the power of searching 
for them, should cxi6t somewhere. 
By the act, as it now stood, any 
two magistrates might, upon syspi- 
cion, search the house of any indivi- 
dual for arms at any hour ; and one 
magistrate might, upon information, 
search in the same manner, or dele- 
gate power to another person to mat* 
the search. Such powers, which 
might become the source of much 
vexation and individual hardship, 
ought not to exist, if the object for 
which they were enacted could be 
attained without resorting to such 
means. He proposed that.no ma- 
gistrate should hav$ the power to 
search except upon information on 
oath, or in case they had such ground 
of suspicion as might make it desira- 
ble to search a district for arms, and 
in that case they should send their 
information to government; and then, 
if the* search were deemed necessary. 
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the lord-lieutenant should send a war- 
rant authorizing and directing it. 
There was, ii^Ieed, to this regulation 
the obvious objection, that, by the 
delay which it must occasion, the op- 
portunity of preventing the mischief 
might be lost. But he was cdtivin- 
ced the advantages which would re- 
sult from showing the people that 
government was determined to give 
them as much liberty as possible, con- 
sistent with those precautions, which 
were necessary for the general safety, 
would more than counterbalance any 
evil that might result. There was 
another part of the insurrection act 
which lie proposed likewise to alter. 
By that act, if any person, conceiving 
himself injured by the act of a ma- 
gistrate, should apply to the law for 
redress, and the jury should give a 
verdict in his favour, the judge had 
the power of declaring, (if the facta 
of the case appeared to him to war- 
rant him in so doing,) that the ma- 
gistrate had a justifiable cause for 
what he had done ; and in that case 
the tperson suing, although the jury 
had found in his favour, was only en- 
titled to sixpence damages and no 
costs. But if the jury should find in 
favour of the magistrate, he was en- 
titled to treble costs. This clause 
was, he had no doubt, very necessary 
when it was enacted ; but as the ne- 
cessity of it did not appear to him 
any longer to exist, he should pro- 
pose to repeal it, and in future to 
place both parties on an equal foot- 
ing. In the present improved state 
of the country* he did not think it 
required mil strong measures for the 
protection of magistrates.” 


The only other business of the ses- 
sion respecting Ireland, was a vote 
for adding l(),()00 1. to the salary of 
the lord-lieutenant ; the 20,0001., at 
which it was fixed in 1783, being 
found altogether inadequate to sup- 
port the <Sgnity of that important 
station. It was objected to by Sir J. 
Newport, Mr Martin, Mr Littleton, 
Mr Parnell, and Mr Bankes. Mr 
Tighe said, he saw no reason why the 
civil government of Ireland should 
cost ten times more than that of Scot- 
land, nor why the farce of a vice-regal 
court should be k^pt up in Dublin. 
Mr Grattan did not think the pro- 
posed increase w-as too much, but lie 
thought the bare assertion of the mi- 
nister ought not to induce parliament 
to burden Ireland with the additional 
charge. Mr Whitbread objected to 
it upon the same ground. Mr Tier- 
ney went farther, and declared he saw 
no necessity why a person serving 
the public in a high office should be 
enabled to live entirely independent 
of his private fortune. If the Duke 
of Richmond had spent 20,0001. a- 
year in Ireland of his own fortune, it 
was an expence which that fortune 
could well afford. I~I is belief was, 
that the increase was not intended 
for the duke, blit that his liberality 
and private virtues were mentioned 
to induce the house to vote this in- 
creased income, wHtch was designed 
as a temptation to some other lord, 
with whom ministers were bargain- 
ing, to go over to Ireland as h£s suc- 
cessor. Such an insinuation was not 
worthy of being contradicted, and 
the vote passed by a majority of 95 
to 51. 
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Measures of Reform , %0Jfkes in Reversion , Sinecures . Remarh on the 
.Economical Reformers , Mr Brand's Motion Jor Parliamentary Reform • 
Sir Samuel Romillfs Reform of the Criminal Law, Poor Clergy • 
Benchers of Lincoln's- Inn, 


One of the first proceedings of the 
economical reformers daring the ses- 
sion, was to renew their attack upon 
the practice of granting of- 
Jan,3 1 . fices in reversion. MrBankes 
moved, that the act for sus- 
pending it should be made perpetual ; 
and the sense of the house was so deci- 
dedly with him, that though Mr Per- 
ceval would rather ha\e extended the 
duration of the act than have perpe- 
tuated it, it was carried unanimous- 
ly, When the bill reached the Upper 
House it was again thrown oat. Mr 
Bankes, therefore, finding, 
March 6, he said, that there was a 
determined principle to re- 
sist the measure, and that it had no 
chance of passing the lords, moved, as 
the only constitutional course, which 
remained, an addVess to his majesty, as 
had been done on a former occasion, 
praying him not to make any such 
grant till six weeks after the next ses- 
sion. Mr Ryder, observing that the 
house should be cautious how it legis- 
lated for the country at large, except 
in cases of absolute necessity, propo- 
sed t»hat they should pass a limited 
bill, which they had every reason to 
believe would meet with the concur- 


rence of the peers. To this Mr Bankes 
assented ; but this second bill wds in 
like manner rejected by the lords, with 
a pertinacity, on the part of its op- 
ponents, not less injudicious in itself, 
than offensive to the public feeling. 

A kindred business was 
brought before the house Feb. 12. 
by Mr Fuller, who moved 
for “ leave to bring in a bill to abo- 
lish all sinecure places, and to reduce 
the exorbitant emoluments arising out 
of others to a standard equal to the 
service performed, after the lives of 
the present possessors and sharnc,” 
he said, “ upon England, if such a bill 
should be rejected ! It would not, he 
hoped, be imagined, that he meant this 
as au attack upon the power and influ- 
ence of the crown. No ; he was glad to 
see the influence of the crown ihcrea- 
sing in proportion as the national 
wealth of the country increased, when 
of course its motals got worse ; but 
this was sufficiently done by the im- 
mense collection of our revenue. Hia 
attack was uponthoscavaricious mem- 
bers of the aristocracy, who think it 
their duty to lay hold of these sine- 
cure places, in order to save them the 
expence of providing for their young- 
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er children, by paying them large 
sums out of the* pocket* and the suf- 
ferings of individuals,— -a thing nci 
thfr done not* thought of, he belie- 
ved, by any other class of hia majes- 
ty’s subjects whatever. The sum to- 
tal of these places, if he were not 
wrong in his calculation, amounted to 
355', 6 12 1. 2>. 7d. ; so that if 5,3,0001 , 
speaking in round numbers, were to 
be allotted to the payment of those 
placet, which there is a necessity .of 
preserving, the public would, after 
the lives of the present possessors, be 
A gainer of 300,0001. He thought 
this measure would, instead of lessen- 
ing the influence of the crown, give 
it still more strength, as it would 
enable it to reward those wlio really 
deserved rewards, instead of paying 
those who are idle. It was to the 
manly virtues of our gracious sove- 
reign, to the courage and skill of 
Lord Nelson, and to the divine mind 
of Mr Pitt, that, in his, opinion, we 
owed our present exalted character 
as a nation ; and he should be sorry 
to §ee his benevolent sovereign, per- 
haps, compelled in hi 9 old age to do 
what Sir Robert Walpole was said 
in his last moments to have desired 
his physician to do for him ; that is, 
ttf turn his head to the wall, that he 
might no longer look at the villainies, 
or the base political ingratitude of 
those he had formerly served, and 
that he might hide from his view the 
iniquity that prevailed.” 

Mr Fuller, however, withdrew his 
motion, at the suggestion of Mr 
Bankes, who undertook, as a memr 
berof the finance committee, to bring 
the platter .forward. Accordingly, 
when the report of that committee 
was under consideration, Mr Bankes 
moved a resolution, that it was expe- 
dient to abolish sinecures, except such 
as were connected with the personal 


sendee of his majesty or the royal fa- 
mily ; and to reduce the>salarics of 
such as were executed by deputy to 
the sum for which the service was 
performed, with an allowance for the 
additional responsibility;— all to be 
done aftef the present interest in 
these offices had expired. 44 It would 
be better,” he said, 44 that services 
should be rewarded by direct pen- 
sions, instead of having what, in fact, 
were direct pensions, lurking under 
the name of offices. The granting of 
pension would* be notorious and un- 
equivocal, and this very notoriety 
would prevent their being conferred 
in a profuse or glaringly improper 
manner ; but there was no such secu- 
rity with regard to sinecure offices. 
Therefore, he thought the proper 
measure' would be to abolish these 
offices altogether, and give his majes- 
ty the power of granting pensions to 
a limited amount, in lieu of the offices 
abolished ; the power of giving the 
additional pension always commen- 
cing with the fall of the sinecure. 
This was necessary, in order to pre- 
vent the crown from having for . a 
time double power ; *qjd without this 
caution it would not be a measure of 
economy in the first instance, but a 
measure of extravagance. The sub- 
stitution would take away all objec- 
tions to the abolition, while it would 
be more agreeable, not only to the 
country, but to such meritorious offi- 
cers as were entitled -to reward ; for 
sinecures had fallen sq much into dis- 
grace, that a brand was fixed upon 
those who accepted them,' and instead 
of conferring b 9 nours they attached 
a stigma, so much did the people re- 
volt against them. He did not ex- 
pect, that by any measure of this na- 
ture the clamour of certain persona 
could be satisfied ; they were not to 
be satisfied by any thing which that 
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house could, or ought to concede. 
But whatever might be the conduct 
of the factious, the house would never 
lose sight of the propriety of con- 
eulting the wishes* and cultivating the 
good disposition of the sound and ra- 
tional part of the community, who 
would materially be conciliated by the 
adoption of a measure so long and so 
unanimously (palled for.” 

Mr Martin supported the resolu- 
tion “ One circumstance,” he said, 
“ struck him most forcibly, which 
was, that when a person of large he- 
reditary fortune had done meritorious 
services, he ought not to expect the 
. same degree of remuneration as a per- 
son who had dedicated his whole life, 
without any fortune of his own to 
support him, save only his own ex- 
ertions and superior talents.” Mr 
W. Smith spoke on the same side, 
and objected to sparing the offices 
attached to the crown and princes of 
the blood, saying, “ that the dignity 
and honour of the crown would be 
more effectually consulted in attach- 
ing the affections of the people, than 
by pensioning twelve lords of the 
bed-chamber at 1000 1. a-year, who 
had votes in the other house, and ge- 
nerally voted one way.” “ There 
was a ferment abroad,” Mr Bastard 
said ; “ the principle of retrenchment 
must be followed up in every depart- 
ment ; and even if the house was not 
inclined to be honest from principle, 
the time was come when it should be 
so from necessity.” Mr Wharton 
replied, “ that _ the retrenchment of 
sinecures would not lessen the bur- 
thens of the people Jn any degree 
•worth notice. The influence of the 
crown, instead of increasing, had in 
fact decreased ; for though ito patron- 
age had doubled since the year 17S2, 
the wealth of the nation since that 
time had increased in the proportion 
vox., in. *AUT. 1. 


of five to one.” « This sort of rea- 
soning,” Mr Whitbread made an- 
swer, “ would suit a discussion upon 
the assize of bread mueh better than 
a debate upon the propriety of re- 
stricting these grants of the crown. 
The, ( country had but one opinion 
respecting sinecures ; and scarce a 
man out of that house could be found 
to defend them. They were not 
suited to the taste of the army or 
of the navy, but Mr Long had said 
they were fitted for the civil depart- 
ment ; that was, for such efficient 
public servants as himself. One of 
the evils arising from such grants 
was, that they prevented the neces- 
sary increase of salary to the great 
offices of state. Thus when it was 
intended to give Mr Perceval the 
Chancellorship of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster for life, it was contended in hi3 
favour that the salary of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer was not a 
sufficient remuneration : It was how- 
ever to be presumed, now that the 
same right honourable gentleman was 
also first Lord of the Treasury, that 
he would not condescend to take* that 
of the duchy, and to receive the sa- 
laries of three offices. ” Here Mr 
Whitbread was informed that Mr 
Perceval did not receive, the salary 
of Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
“ This,” he continued, “he had never 
heard before, and therefore it was not 
to be wondered at that he had made 
the mistake. But the option ,of such 
emoluments ought not to be left to 
any man, and sinecures ought to be 
abolished for their inherent impro- 
priety, as well as # for their lately 
incurred disgrace. To prove how 
grosslv they were misapplied, it was 
enough to state that Mr Yorke had 
27001. a-year, and Loid Wellington 
only received 20001. Thus it was 
that court favourites were rewarded 

t ° 
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above even those whom the ministers 
themselves thought deserving of re- 
ward.” 

“ As to &e emoluments of Mr 
Yorke,” Mr Perceval replied, “ if it 
would afford the honourable gentle- 
man any pleasure, he could inform 
him that Mr Yorke had, in conse- 
quence of holding the office of Teller 
of the Exchequer, relinquished the 
additional ‘2000 1. a-year, granted du- 
ring the Grenville administration to 
Mr T. Grenville as first Lord of the 
Admiralty- The proposition before 
the house,” he pursued, “ was recom- 
mended as being economical, and as 
tending to diminish the prerogative : 
toward the latter object it would do 
little, toward the first nothing, and if 
sinecures were commuted for pen- 
sions, not a particle of the clamour 
which had been excited against them 
would abate ; in fact, the same ob- 
jections would apply in the same 
force.” To this argumentLord Mil- 
ton replied, ** that a sinecure, when 
it became vacant, must be conferred 
anew, whether there was, or was not, 
a deserving person ready to receive 
it, but this was not the case with a 
pension, lie should vote for the mo- 
tion,” he said, u because, though it 
was otherwise indiffi rent in itself, it 
was possible, by agreeing to it, to se- 
parate those who felt well-grounded 
discontent from those whom nothing 
would satisfy.” Mr Banke*’ resolu- 
tion wa,s negatived by a very small 
majority, — 99 to 9J. That gentle- 
man was more successful 
jl/iflry 31. on a subsequent trial, 
when Mr Davies Giddy 
reported from the committee ot the 
whole house their resolutions on the 
report of the c Jinmiiue of public ex- 
penditure- The first, containing the 
truism, “ that the utmost attention to 
economy in all the branches of public 


expenditure, which is consistent with 
the interests of the public service, 
is at all times a great and important 
duty,” was carried unanimously. The 
second was, “ that for this purpose, 
in addition to the useful and effective 
measures already takeu by parlia- 
ment for tile abolition and regula- 
tion of various sinecure offices, and 
offices executed by deputy, it is ex- 
pedient to extend the like principles 
of abolition, oj* regulation, to such 
other cases as may appear to require 
and admit of the,same.” Upon this 
Mr Bankco moved an amendment, to 
the same purpor* as the resolution 
which had before betn lost. 

“ He was one of those,” he said, 
“ who opposed any motion for inqui- 
ring into the state of the representa- 
tion, because he was convinced that 
the greater part of the lespcctable 
class of society, whose opinions were 
deserving of grave and serious atten- 
tion, did not desire that such a ques- 
tion should be entered into : But 
there did exist in that part of socie- 
ty a real and sincere desire for every 
moderate and substantial reform \\ hidi 
would not attack the frame and foun- 
dation of our constitution ; and there 
never had been a time in which it was 
more necessary to draw a line pf se- 
paration between these persons, and 
those who wished for no reform at 
all, but for the subversion of the con- 
stitution ; for if the reasonable wishes 
and expectations of ^he moderate 
were opposed, they might be driven 
into an alliance with the designing 
and the desperate, whose intention 
was to destroy. It would be a dan- 
gerous opinion indeed to go abroad, 
that no sort of reform was to be ex- 
pected from- that house, constituted 
as it was at present. Moderate men 
knew' and felt that there were abuses 
which ought to be redressed ; as t# 

1 
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the others, nothing would be so dis- 
agreeable to them as to see any mea- 
sure of reform adopted ; their eon* 

. duct was an unceasing endeavour to 
degrade and vilify the lmuse, and that 
system would be defeated, if the house 
were to adopt wholesome and rational, 
but temperate measures. The abo 
lition of sinecures was a thing which 
he had never recommended for mere 
economy ; it was only in the great 
establishments of the ^country that 
material retrenchments could be look- 
ed for, and there, h? hoped, great 
retrenchments would be made. His 
plan was to give pensions to those 
.who had filled for a length of time 
high i.id efficient offices of the state, 
and he would make the fund to be 
appropriated for this purpose equal 
to the produce of sinecures in any 
year of his majesty's reign. This 
fund he wished to leave at the dispo- 
sal of the crown. The king should 
be the fountain not only of honour 
but of reward : such a power ought 
not to be intrusted to the House of 
Commons, because it would be sub- 
versive of the first principles of the 
constitution, and because he should 
be afraid of that excessive liberality 
which they were apt to display, to in* 
dividuala. Such services as were allu- 
ded to must be rewarded in some way 
or other ; for if no reward were gi- 
ven, men of the first talents in the 
country might be driven from politi- 
cal pursuits, and the country might 
lose much for the want of their abili- 
ties. It was perfectly notorious that 
there were men eminently qualified to 
serve their country in high offices, 
who had not inherited great posses- 
sions, and therefore could not devote 
their time to the public service with- 
out a recompense. Let reward be 
given fairly and openly where it is de- 
served ; do not present it in this ob- 


noxious and unworthy form. Do 
something like a-i act of grace, by 
acceding to what is so ardently ex- 
pected. Let us see whether sine- 
cures ought to exist ; — whether they 
have a foot to stand on ; and if they 
haveqot* let us immediately abolish 
them, — not, by refusing so to do, aid 
the cause of those, who, under the 
name of reform, seek for revolution.* 1 
It was objected by Mr Bathurst, 
that there was no object of practical 
utility in view. From the nature of 
the proposed substitute for sinecures 
there could be no saving ; and wa? there 
any reason to suppose that the sub- 
stitute would not soon become equal- 
ly unpopular, nay more so, because 
it held out to the public the sem- 
blance of a desire to remove a burden, 
while it only got rid of a name ; be- 
cause, in fact, it involved an attempt 
at delusion. — Such an argument, Mr 
Wilhei force replied, he could hardly 
consider as jserious ; sinecures were 
most unpopular ; pensions, in many 
instances, popular and justifiable : and 
it could never be supposed, that when 
money was to be demanded from* the 
nation, it made no difference to their 
feelings whether it was paid for real 
sei vices, or given to lazy and luxuri- 
ous sinecurists. The amendment was 
then carried by 10.5 voices to 9o. 

Mr Bankes may be considered as 
the ostensible head of the state eco- 
nomists, whose labours have for some 
years past excited much discussion 
in parliament, and considerable inte- 
rest in thepublic. The attempts which 
they have made toward the abolition 
of reversionary granes and sin 
hasp been the most popular of their 
proceedings ; the former should have 
been conceded to them, as a practice 
peculiarly liable to abuse, and which 
mortgages the influence of the crown, 
while it offends the feelings of the 
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people. Sinecures also have been 
made offensive to the people ; but the 
necessity- of some mode of remunera- 
tion for pumic services was fully ad- 
mitted by Mr Bankcs, and there can 
be no doubt, as was objected to him, 
that under whatever name that,remu- 
neration may be awarded, the same 
feeling toward it would exist as long 
as any party in the country should 
think proper to raise a cry against 
the existing circumstances of govern- 
ment. Some mode, however, must 
exist, under any form of government, 
which docs not, like that of ancient 
Carthage, confine public offices ex- 
clusively to the wealthy. Aristotle, 
comparing together the several forms 
of government then in the world, 
praises the institutions of that com- 
mercial state above all others, ex- 
cepting only this limitation of office, 
and the right of the populace to in- 
terfere when the senate was not una- 
nimous: from these causes that prince 
of philosophers, the most sagacious 
man whom the world lias yet produ- 
ce seems to predict the downfall of 
that flourishingcommon wealth, which 
was in fact produced by these causes. 
The Fiench aic fond of reminding us 
of Carthage ; we should do well our- 
selves to hear in mind the history of 
her downfall, not with any reference 
to external danger, which we may 
despise as long as we have sense and 
virtue to defy it, but with a view to 
those internal circumstances in which 
some analogy may be found to those 
which brought on the ruin of the 
Carthaginians. 

The mere object of commuting 
sinecures tor pensions, if it had mot 
engaged the attention of parliament, 
would be too trifling to deserve con- 
sideration, being^bviously a change 
of name, and of nothing else. In what 
foim the reward is bestowed, the peo- 


ple care not, provided it be well be- 
stowed. The vote of money for the 
Nelson estate, the pension to Lord 
Wellington, and the sinecure which 
Mr Pitt possessed, were regarded by 
the people with equal satisfaction ; 
however bitterly Mr Pitt was attack- 
ed by his* political enemies, that he 
was warden of the Cinque Porta was, 
never objected to him as one of his 
offences. By the mere change no- 
thing could t>e gained, and something 
is always lost by an unsuccessful at- 
tempt at currying favour with a party 
whom it is not possible to conciliate. 
Upon the pom;. of economy, the 
warmest advocates of the measure do 
not pretend that much is to be gain- 
ed ; the probability in fact is on the 
other side, and as the arguments for 
the abolition of sinecures lie on the 
surface, it so happens that we need not 
godeeperfor the arguments against it. 

The emoluments of office almost 
in every department, and especially 
in all the highest, are notoriously in- 
adequate. Suppose a man capable 
of assuming the reins of government, 
and conducting the nation to prospe- 
rity and glory, — a man endowed with 
those powers of mind which Mr Pitt 
was supposed to possess; and like 
him without such an hereditary for- 
tune as allows of idleness, or pre- 
cludes the necessity of increasing it. 
If such a man.be offered an office, he 
hesitates at quitting his profession to 
accept' it, because the salary is not 
adequate to the expcnces which the 
situation brings with it j, in the 
changes of politics he may be driven 
out, and find himself a ruined man. 
To these objections, while sinecures 
remain, there is this reply ; time and 
chance happen to all, take the office, 
no doubt some sinecure will fall, anil 
you will be provided for in case of 
dismissal. This argument will ge- 
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ncrally be successful, though not ex- red for parliament. The tellers must 
actly what it ought to be ; but na- formerly have been essential in any 
tional affairs must be conducted by kind of Exchequer; fyt they have 
• general rules, and the love of chance been rendered useless by paper mo- 
is inherent in all men; daily expe- ncy, though the polished scale-beams 
rience evinces this, the price of a lot- are still suspended, awaiting another 
tery ticket is double its peal value, golden *ige. Neither was the fee of 
A sinecure is a prize in the official the tellers exorbitant at 1$ per cent., 
.state lottery, and the uncertainty of while they were compelled at their 
the contingency augments according - own risk to receive money ad name - 
ly its intrinsic value. It is therefore rum, pandas et arsuram , by number, 
the most frugal mode ofaempting men weight, and assay, and that too when 
of talents into the service of the state, every great baron was allowed to have 
Except the two tellerships of the a mint of his own. The improve- 
Exchequer, (which expire with the ment of the coinage materially cnJar- 
present possessors) there arc not more ged the gain of the tellerships, and 
than sixteen sinecures which amount the prevalence of paper money has 
to 30001. a-year each, , which, consi- now rendered the office nearly a sire- 
dering the superior income of so many cure, and quite unnecessary. A mode 
of our merchants and shop-keepers, has lately been pointed out to bring 
cannot be thought too much for a the income of these offices within rea- 
retired statesman. The two unregu- sonablc bounds, by voting the public 
latcd tellerships are worth 20,0001. grants u without deduction and it 
a-year each, and the manner in which was understood that this would have 
that sum has become unreasonable is been done ir? Mr Pitt’s time, had not 
worthy of detail. The Exchequer the tellers preferred paying a large 
itself is the most curious piece of of- voluntary contribution towards the 
ficial antiquity in Europe, being still war annually. ■ # 

conducted as in the time of the Nor- Every liberal man is more or less 
man kings, with a solemn apparatus a lover of antiquity, and to destroy 
of tellers and tallies, pipes and pells, the Exchequer would in that view be 
and a moderate consumption of parch- an irreparable loss. The ancient Dia- 
ment, oak-sticks, and bad Latin ; the logue of the Exchequer, which is 630 
last of these articles is so contrived, years old, opens with as much plea- 
tliat a man may write the language sant locality as Izaak W.'lton’s An- 
all his life in the Exchequer, without gler. u In the 23d year of our good 
knowing a word of the grammar, the King Henry II., as I was sitting in 
termination of f all declinable words the Tower window which overlooks 
being omitted, as formerly by the the river Thames, suddenly an earnest 
provmcialsof the Roman empire. The voice addressed me, saying, Have yru 
auditor’s office alone is now of real not read, master, thayhere is no r ere 
importance, all the sums received from use in hidden knowledge than in hid- 
various taxes being classed there, and derf treasure* r”— and thereupon the 
the national accounts annually prepa- Dialogue proceeds through all the 

*Anno 23d Rcgni Kegis Ilenrici Secundi, cum sederem ad fencstrnin specula? 
quae est juxta fluvium Taincnsem, factum cst vcubtini homjnis in in petu loqucnl-s ad 
me, dicens, Magister, non legisti quod in Scicnlia vel Thcsauro abbcoudito nulla 
sit utilitasi — DiaL Scuc, 
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complex arrangements of the Exche 
qucr. But though, from reverence to 
antiquity, tj^e sinecures of the Ex- 
chequer ought least of all others to be 
abolished,, nothing can be more unrea- 
sonable than the present purpose of 
building a new Exchequer at Another 
lace. It is one thing to retain a few 
armless offices in being, and another 
to expend half a million in erecting a 
palace for their reception. Besides 
the charm of* antiquity vanishes the 
moment you carry the Exchequer 
from its old situation on the bank of 
the Thames. 

The abolition of sinecures would 
be, to say the least of it, a measure of 
doubtful utility. But other measures 
of this economical committee, which 
has been lately appointed from year 
to year, for the purpose of checking 
and lessening the public expenditure, 
principally aiming at the diminution 
of salaries and emoluments, are un- 
equivocally mischievous 1 . When it is 
considered that the value of money, 
and consequently of these salaries and 
cmflh'ineuts, is every day sensibly di- 
minishing, and within the last twen- 
ty years has been 'thus virtually les- 
sened a full half, the time docs not 
•eem propitious to these well-meant 
efforts. Salaries for services not then 
overpaid have been necessarily aug- 
mented, nod he must have performed 
a very light duty indeed who could 
bear the defalcation of half his sti- 
pend Vithout remonstrance. From 
these c ‘uses, perhaps, it has arisen 
that l be labours of the committee 
have produced,, no perceptible bene- 
fit, ard ihe expediency of its continu- 
ance- under such circumstances, ‘may 
thercfoie well be dcubtrd. In rea- 
lity, there is reason to suspect that 
its effect are exactly the reverse of 
wlmt is intended. To place this in 
its propo light, wc must consit[cr the 


situation of the public and of its ser- 
vants. The revenue of the united 
kingdom is about seventy-one mil- 
lions per annum, applicable to nation- 
al objects, of which the charge, on 
account of the national debt for inte- 
rest, principal repaid, and manage- 
ment, is about thirty-eight : this ha- 
ving been replaced by an annual loan, 
averaging at about thirty millions 
since the commencement of the pre- 
sent war, tlifc money expended may 
be taken at sixty three. No indivi- 
dual of as mflny thousands per an- 
num, (and o»r opulent country fur- 
nishes many examples of much larger 
incomes) would deem it advisable to 
employ not the best, but the cheap- 
est servants, in all his affairs which 
relate to receipt and expenditure ; and 
he would be pointed at by all man- 
kind as signally imprudent if he did. 
How is it possible that the same libe- 
ral economy should not be advisable 
in the management of a national in- 
come and expenditure, a thousand- 
fold in amount, and of national affairs 
a thousand-fold in importance ? 

The reward of the higher officers 
of state ought to be sufficient to main- 
tain them in suitable dignity and splen- 
dour, which is notoriously not so in 
fact. It is known that Mr Pitt, a 
man of no private fortune, but also 
of no superfluous expenccs, and unin- 
cumbered with the maintenance of a 
family, after being prime minister for 
twenty years, d;ed deeply involved irt 
debt, by merely keeping up the in- 
dispcmsible appearance of his office ; 
and it is well known that, except the 
lord chancellor, no public man has 
the least possibility of saving any 
thing from the scanty reward of his 
labours. This is unjust. But it is 
supposed that the gratification of am- 
bition stands in place of payment, and 
hitherto indeed no want has been ex* 
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pericnced of men ready to fill these 
offices. That one of the proposed 
reforms would narrow the competi- 
tion, by excluding the class ot men 
among whom those who are fitted to 
fill them are likely to be found, has 
already been shown ; but it is the in- 
ferior servants of the public who are 
. chiefly aimed at by the committee of 
public expenditure. The incoim - 
, lienee arising from penurious salaries 
is not immediately felt^ it stifles the 
seed rather than destroys the mature 
crop. It operates ia a natural and 
inevitable manner : young clerks of 
activity and merit find better situa- 
tions in life', leaving behind them the 
stupid and the idle to succeed in due 
seniority to the liigher stations in 
every office. Phis dangerous effect 
of illiberal economy has been brought 
pretty intelligibly before the commit- 
tee in more instances than one, and 
must have given them cause of serious 
doubt whether to persevere in that 
part of their employment which re- 
lates to the diminution of salaries. 

The other branch of inquiry con- 
fided to this committee, appears to 
relate to the public accounts of the 
kingdom, and the checks which have 
been established to prevent pecula- 
tion. Certain it is, that nothing re- 
quires attention more pressingly than 
the manner of passing, or rather ot 
investigating, these accounts, since 
the checks which overstrained jea- 
•lousy has already devised, arc such 
that the committee apprehend there 
is Cfi a strong indisposition on the part 
of many persons of scrupulous inte- 
grity to become public * account- 
ants.” They might have added, that 
no public accountant can be found 
who lias not repented of becoming 
* 

* Expenditure Committee, 


so ; scarcely any one who has not been 
inadvertently involved in this species 
of torture, which it wifi be seen be 
must usually leave to Ins heirs alter 
him. A statement of these accumu- 
lated checks, and of the difficulty of 
obtaipi'-g a discharge (a quietus) for 
any sum expended for the public, 
would be too tedious, nor would it 
be credible to a person in habits ol 
ordinary fair dealing and good faith. 
A short sketch must suffice, and the 
army accounts may serve for an in- 
stance. A vast quantity of these are 
actually examined four several times, 
at the War Office, the Pay Office, 
the Army Comptroller's Office, and 
finally (after a lapse of many years) 
at the Audit Office ; besides inter- 
vening formalities of supposed exami- 
nations at the Treasury and Exche- 
quer. The other great branches of 
public expenditure are also repeated- 
ly examined, some thrice, some only 
twice ; and scarcely any accounts are 
finally passed on one examination, 
excepting only of those small sums 
which are issued under a form repro- 
bated by the committee, and tries 
are audited at the Treasury. 

The proceedings of a public ac- 
countant, the person accountable, are 
therefore in thisorder: First, he makes 
up lu9 account and collects his vouch- 
ers, which being examined and tound 
right, credit is given him according- 
ly at the first office to which he nas 
recourse ; after some delay, the same 
papers are transmitted to another o - 
lice, and again examined and again 
returned : then (in the case first men- 
tioned) they go to the comptroller 
of irmy accounts, appointed because 
a peculiar sort of knowledge is just- 
ly deemed qecessary in that duty ; 
* 

5 th Report, 2d part, p. 37. 
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and after all these repeated examina- 
tions, (highly dangerous Ironi the 
possible loss of irretrievable vouch- 
ers,) themisefable accountant is trans- 
ferred to the grand theatre of tor- 
ture, the Audit Office. After an 
anxious delay of years, (ten or even 
twenty!) he learns that the exami- 
nation is commenced, and is soon as- 
sailed by a string of questions, “ from 
100* to 700 in number, ” chiefly con- 
taining technical objections to the 
vouchers, as wholly inadmissible, ac- 
cording to the “ inflexible f rules” 
of the office, which requires vouchers 
both in form and number quite un- 
heard of in any other place. To 
plead ignorance of such an extraor- 
dinary manner of examination, or to 
insinuate that it is wholly unjust, un- 
less the accountant had received no- 
tice of these rules, with printed par- 
ticulars, on tlie unlucky day when lie 
first received public money into his 
hands, is perfectly useless. Remedy 
there is none, and he has the task of 
procuring additional vouchers of mo- 
ney transactions long since past, i f 
by chance he has been somewhat 
aware of the strictness of the Audit 
Office, and so escapes this general in- 
convenience, his vouchers are exami- 
ned in the manner of a special pleader 
employed to find colour for a suit 
against him ; and legal debates of this 
kind take up most of the time of the 
commissioners at the Audit Office. 
It will.be seen, therefore, that every 
public accountant is presumed to be 
a rogue and a thief, till the contrary 
is prove'd by legal evidence ; which 
is aboui as reasonable as if every man 
in England were to be tried at *he 
Old Bailey to establish the innocence 
of his character. 

Yet this does not represent half 


the hardship. From the unavoidable 
slowness of such a suspicious office, 
the accusations are generally posthu- 
mous, and the accountant’s represen- 
tatives are attacked, when an expla- 
natory detail of circumstances is im- 
possible ; and the. u inflexible rules” 
of the office charge against them sums 
which every man living is satisfied 
have been duly and faithfully expend- 
ed in the public service. Thus, nei- 
ther living nor dying can the public 
accountant find repose : his anxiety 
and danger are transferred to hisheir9 
with double aggravation ; his private 
property, real ai d personal, is liable 
to the Exchequer process of * c an ex- 
tent,” which seizes in preference to 
any other creditor ; even the title of 
an estate is vitiated, if it be known 
ever to have belonged to a public ac- 
countant, as being still liable in pos- 
sibility to an extent ; and under these 
circumstances no prudent man will 
have any dealings, or enter into any 
family connection with a wretch so 
dangerously marked. To all this is 
added the injustice of refusing any al- 
lowance for the expence of procuring 
extraordinary vouchers, — much less 
for the time and labour spent in cor- 
respondence and attendances. 

But let not the feelings naturally 
arising from this shocking detail ex- 
cite indignation against the officers 
at the Audit Officfe ; they best know, 
and consequently most lament, the 
tortures of which they are the un- 
willing ministers. But their reputa- 
tion and their livelihood entirely de- 
pend upon their adherence to the 
“ inflexible rules and the blame 
must be appropriated to the over- 
strained jealousy of the public them- 
selves, who too readily, and against 
their better knowledge, speak ofe very 


P. 43. 


f P. 50. 
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public officer as a knave, and thus in- 
duce their representatives to make 
laws accordingly. The progress of 
this jealousy in modern times is some- 
what curious. In 1785 and 1786* 
when the Audit Office was first in- 
stituted, the establishment cost near- 
ly 10,0001. a-year : in 180&, the esta- 
.blishment and expence was doubled, 
and in 1806 doubled again : the an- 
nual expence now amounts to 4-6,0001 . , 
a sum paid to a set of public officers 
to check others, which officers per- 
haps have not detected peculation to 
the amount of 46,000 pence since 
their first institution* The last aug- 
mentation of this office was made 
under very suspicious circumstances. 
The then Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer led the cry, and stated unac- 
counted millions, almost to the amount 
of the national debt ; nor could it be 
otherwise, as the time of the execu- 
tioner and of the sufferer is equally 
occupied by the unnecessary scrutiny 
of an office always, as such an office 
ever must be, ten or twenty years in 
arrear. Rut the statement answered 
its purpose, though explained to un- 
willing ears as a misrepresentation, — 
as only apparently and technically 
true, and meaning only that the ac- 
counts'werc not finally audited and 
declared.” In consequence, the 
public in this case paid a penalty for 
their suspicious humour ; and a new 
administration could find no better 
way of providing for their friends, 
than by fostering these suspicions 
for a present purpose, as may be un- 
derstood from the statement of the 
commissioners themselves, that of the 
ten new commissioners then appoint- 
ed, two only were persona of expe- 
rience, three had been , but a few 
months in the office, and the other 


five were entirely strangers to the 
business. 

Yet against these commissioners no 
imputation lies ; they have laboured 
assiduously, and performed their invi- 
dious duties with unimpeachable in- 
tegrity, and they are the first to de- 
plore the impossibility of speedy pro- 
gress under the strict rules of their 
office. One thing indeed in their con- 
duct remains unexplained, but ispio- 
bably explainable, and would not have 
been mentioned in this place did it 
not incidentally point out a mode of 
remedy for the mass of evil which we 
have described. At the end of the 
Jaw, * under which the additional es- 
tablishment took place, and which 
really aimed at expediting the exa- 
mination of public accounts, are two 
clauses, expressed in the most careful 
and precise terms, authorizing the 
comptroller of army accounts to ex- 
amine jinally all commissariat ac- 
counts, aiid»only in case of suspected 
embezzlement to transfer such ac- 
counts to the Audit Office. Yet (if 
the committee are not misinformed) 
these commissariat accounts, evident- 
ly the most difficult and complex in 
their nature, are still received at the 
Audit Office, exactly as if no law 
had past to the contrary. Into this 
fact inquiry might be usefully direct- 
ed ; but the principle of the law is 
worth more notice, as opening the 
only practicable chance of forming 
such an arrangement as may really 
expedite public accounts, and take 
away a stigma eagerly insisted on by 
the factious. Let the committee in- 
quire into the examination by the pre- 
vious offices through which accounts 
pass : if insufficient, let it be amend- 
ed, and the examination made final ; 
and let no accountant whatever be 


• 46 Geo. III. c, loi. § IP. 20. 
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condemned to the Audit Office, un- ivhoge conduct they have to scniti- 
less circumstances of suspicion appear nize, or even individually to mention 1 
against him*— the only circumstances In July 1803, when the alarm of 
to which the inflexible rules are at invasion was at its height, urgent or- 
all applicable. It is very well known ders were issued, that barracks for 
to practical men, that one examina- 50,000 men and 10,000 horses should 
tion is often better than two, because be ready tr* receive the troops in Oc- 
t he first examiner relies on the second tnber and November. No country but 
for correction; and the second, in England could produce such celerity; 
civility and caution, does not always and in England it was hardly to he 
chuse to sec more than the first, expected that a man could be found 
This would indeed be a national be- who would singly undertake to direct 
nciit of the first magnitude, and wor- the expenditure of half a million of 
thy of the protracted labours of the money, at his own risk, in various 
committee, who must be well aware parts of thr kingdom, and in three 
that the strictness .of the Audit Office months time. M r Copland, however, 
is rendered unavailing by the discre- undertook and performed thisHcrcu- 
tion vested in the Treasury to admit lean task ; and for his reward, four 
reasonable vouchers, without excrci- years afterwards, the barracks erected 
sing which discretion, no public ac- in this emergency, which, to a reason- 
count perhaps ever could have been able mind, must be supposed to have 
passed. So that the process is as fol- doubled theexpence, — these barracks, 
lows : first, you examine liberally ; under the direction of the board of 
then, after a delay of many years, military inquiry, are coolly valued, by 
you examine rigidly ; anddastly, after other surveyors, at current prices of 
infinite correspondence and anxiety, workmanship and materials, and a list 
you are necessitated to become liberal of trifling particulars, wherein the 
agaiij. The two first steps of this greatest differenccofchargeappeaied, 
process may be spared for the future, is collected, from whence an inference 
and mem of « scrupulous integrity” is drawn that Mr Copland had wrong- 
no longer deterred from undertaking ed the public 38 or 48 per cent. To 
the administration of public money. insist upon this case is unnecessary, as 
Akin to the appointment of an ad- we believe it is now seen in its true 
ditional establishment at the Audit light, and in a fair way to be reme- 
Office, was the creation of sundry died ; and especially as the military 
commissions of inquiry, of which the commissioners have been more careful 
board of military inquiry is the only since they have felt the spirited and 
one ramming ; and the proceedings satisfactory justification of the late 
of this board ought to be a pathe- Sir Henry Mildmay against their in- 
tic lesion, to posterity not to be sus- sin nations in the same report. Those 
picious overmuch. Persons with a insinuations exposed him at the time 
large salary appointed to find fault, to general obloquy ; the malignity of 
will seldom look for it without fah- the public prints fomented that ob- 
cied succors, as that success is the loquy ; and as those prints took care 
only justification of their own appoint- not to publish his justification, at the 
ment and their own salaries. If tncy present moment his memory is odio-ua 
are human beings, they must have among a great majority of his coun- 
tliis feeling : and woe b<; j to the man try men. Yet the commissioners of 
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military inquiry are good and honour- 
able men ; the fault is entirely in their 
situation, and that situation emana- 
ted from the disease of the times. Let 
us blame only ourselves for their mis- 
deeds. 

The abolition of fecg of office is 
neatly allied to the intention of dimi- 
nishing salaries, and, unless judiciously 
and cautiously applied, is more imme- 
diately mischievous. This may con- 
veniently be shown by an instance, 
which, not bciug of very recent date, 
may therefore be fold without even 
the semblance of intentional offence. 
The accounts of naval officers, and 
especially of pursers, who have had 
occasion to expend public money, 
form an important part of thi busi- 
ness at the Navy Office; and after 
what has been said of public account- 
ants, it is unnecessary to describe 
the inconvenience sustained from any 
delay of settlement. It was usual, 
therefore, for such officers, on their 
arrival in port, to obtain permission 
to go to London for the settlement 
of their accounts: the leave of absence 
being short, and their account not 
having bum prepared cm purpose, 
they usually paid 'a moderate fee to 
some of the junior clerks to write it 
after ’the regular hours of business. 
.By this means their account being 
speedily made up and passed, they 
could again embark in the service of 
their country, without the gnawing 
pang of leaving behind them unex- 
plained open accounts, which must at 
least harass their families, in case of 
their decease abroad. The fee9 thus 
paid were, in 6ome unlucky hour of 
speculative reform, deemed improper, 
and were accordingly abolished : the 
effect of this on the officer accounta- 
ble requires no explanation ; the of- 
fice clerks were consigned to compa- 
rative beggary, and the public lost 


that portion of their labour, which, 
though more particularly directed to 
the benefit of the accountant, was still 
so much work dispatched, and there- 
fore clear gain to the public, who, in 
consequence, had to pay many more 
clerk- when work after office hours 
was prohibited ; thus an evil was 
achieved, of which it is difficult to say 
which of all the parties concerned it 
injured most The abolition of fees 
has since been farthcrextendgd, thou gh 
it may safely be said, that when the 
payment is voluntary, ;mcl for service 
performed, no solid objection lies 
against the practice. On the contrary, 
it invigorates the activity of every of- 
fice in tlv* same manner that task work 
produces more labour than day work, 
and a great increase of any establish- 
ment must therefore follow the aboli- 
tion of voluntary fees for expedition. 
This mischievous species of reform 
has been carried farther in Ireland, 
by/d special commission for that pur- 
pose, than hitherto in Great Britain. 

All things considered, the public 
expenditure committ maybe regard- 
ed as one of the caines which create 
discontent and even disaffection in the 
people, who cannot fail to inter that 
there must be gieat need of amend- 
ment, when they see so much pains 
taken, session after session, to amend. 
And what is the result of all this la- 
bour ? regulations which diminish the 
income, lessen the respectability, and 
destroy the comfort of public officers; 
without eventually saving any thing 
for the public. Every man who de^ms 
himself un worthily jpicstioncd, or fee 2s 
that he is in danger of being so, has 
ift effect lost much of the value of his 
office, if reputation be thought of 
any value in England, — where indeed 
the art of paying with a good grace, 
and without diminishing the respect- 
ability of the person receiving, is lit- 
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tJe understood, and is that in which the 
system of relieving the poor is chiefly 
deficient. If any one of the members 
of that committee would put himself 
foi a moment in the place of an offi- 
ccr harassed by some of their thou- 
sand orders, he will very well ujider- 
stand the 6ort of diminution of com- 
fort and respectability which is thcre- 
by effected in all public offices; he 
•will feci that the expedience of in- 
quiry is, like most ot the questions 
on which human opinion is divided, a 
question of degree ; and he will per- 
ceive that when inquiry becomes per- 
manent, instead of occasional, no man 
who values respectability can be ex- 
pected to undergo the disgrace which 
will be unavoidably attached to the 
service of the public. Those of the 
committee who see these consequen- 
ces, must dread this natural and in- 
evitable result of their own labours as 
the greatest misfortune which could 
happen to the public, for whose sake, 
and to whose benefit, those labours 
are intended. 

It must not be suspected that any 
personal motive lurks under that zeal 
for the public good, by which the 
economists and their Committee are 
actuated ; that the exercise of “ a lit- 
tle brief authority” can be an induce- 
ment to them to prolong their labour; 
that the malignity which some have 
supposed to be natural to man, but 
which is usually stifled in the inter- 
course of civilized society, may un- 
expectedly and unconsciously be re- 
vived and quickened into full activity 
under the appearance of pure patriot- 
ism ; still less is *it to be imagined 
that any member of this party can 
condescend to “ court ^filthy popula- 
rity,” by aiding and authorising the 
unfounded clamours of the vulgar 
against all the servants of the public. 
But, however pure their patriotism 


may be, and however good their in- 
tentions, the end which they propose 
is insignificant, and the means by 
which they proceed pitiful and mis- 
chievous. These are not the reforms 
by which states can be strengthened 
or preserved ! No good can ever be 
effected by appealing to evil passions. 
He who would benefit his country, 
instead of fostering the discontent of 
the public and pimping for their sus- 
picions, should address their generous 
feelings, encourage their national spi- 
rit, and exalt their hopes. The me- 
thods of inform, by which great and 
effectual good h to be accomplished, 
are these. Establisa parochial schools, 
by which crimes and the poor rates 
will soon be diminished ; extend your 
system of colonization, as the wisest 
people of antiquity did ; restless spi- 
rits will then find their proper sphere 
abroad, and sufficient employment 
will always be left for all at home. 
Establish the principle of limited ser- 
vice in your fleets and armies, and 
make the reward of service adequate 
and certain ; volunteers will then never 
be wanting. Carry on the war with 
all the heart, and all the soul, and all 
the strength of this mighty empire ; 
you will beat down the power of 
F ranee, and then, — and not till then, — 
the public burdens may be lessened. 
The state economists and the re- 
formers do not accord in their viewr, 
though the effect which the discus- 
sions that they bring* on produces 
upon the public is the same. A new 
plan for parliamentary reform was 
brought forward this ses- 
sion by Mr Brand. “ It May 21. 
was a measure,” he said, 

" which the violent demanded, andthe 
prudent deemed it wise to encourage, 
as -absolutely essential to the welfare 
of the community. The critical situa- 
tion of the country called for it, as the 
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best means to allay the general alarm, 
and to allay the general discontent. 
If the house wished to recover or 
preserve the confidence of the peo- 
ple, it must take speedy measures to 
conciliate them. The first, the most 
obvious, and the greatest # evil that ex- 
isted was, that so many members were 
, nominated by the proprietors of de- 
cayed boroughs. The remedy was 
to be found in the good old constitu- 
tional practice of the legislature. It 
was well known to have been the .con- 
stitutional practice of old to relieve, 
on their application, particular bo- 
roughs from the onus of sending re- 
presentatives to parliament. The same 
principle would authorise the dis- 
franchisement, at the present period, 
of such boroughs as no longer pos- 
sessed property or population to en- 
title them to such a right. The de- 
cayed boroughs, whose representa- 
tives were sent to parliament at the 
nomination of individuals, should be 
disfranchised, and the right of return- 
ing members transferred to more opu- 
lent and populous places. There 
could be no question that it would 
be more desirable to have in that 
house members uninfluenced by any 
external controul, than such whose 
opinions and votes must be controul- 
cd by the individuals who nominated 
them. 

4< The only difficulty was, how to 
ascertain what boroughs were so de- 
cayed as to 15c proper objects for 
disfranchisement. There were above 
thirty which had not fifty voters each, 
and the representatives for which 
were consequently nominated by the 
proprietois of the boroughs. But 
it would be for the committee, if he 
should succeed in his motion, to as- 
certain what boroughs were in that 
state, and to recommend to the house 
to disfranchise them. The right of 


election could not constitutionally ex« 
ist in depopulated and uninhabited 
places. Property real and personal, 
and population, must and ought: to 
be the basis of such a right. When a 
place became deficient in population, 
and no property existed in it but what 
was possessed by the individual claim- 
ing the power of nomination, then 
the place must cease to possess the 
right of returning representatives to 
parliament ; and no consequences 
could result from that right being 
suffered to remain with them, but 
such as were injurious and detrimen- 
tal to the nation. The elective fran- 
chise for counties had very wisely 
been given to the freeholders. The 
copyholders should also be allowed 
to vote ; as there was no reason or 
principle whv they should not, equal- 
ly with the freeholders, be permitted 
to vote for county members ; and, 
after the destruction of the feudal 
system in this country, he could see 
no objection to a bill for enfranchi- 
sing copyh ciders. This was in fact 
the only alteration he proposed m the 
regulation of the right of voting in 
counties, except in a few of the nor- 
thern counties, and in Scotland. In 
the metropolis, and in other populous 
places, the right of voting should be 
given to all householders paying pa- 
rochial and other taxes. This was; 
a principle that had been recognised 
and acted upon by their ancestors ; 
and in proposing to adopt and act 
upon it in the present instance, he 
removed the principal objection to 
reform. This plan, had not any of 
the ostentatious parade of theory, or 
th£ affectation of being rendered such 
as to be intelligible to even the mean- 
est capacity; but it was all of pure 
English growth. The representative 
system would be continued according 
to thcAOimd old principles of the con- 
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stitution't and no alteration would be 
made in any particular, but in extend- 
ing the right^jf voting to copyhold- 
ers in counties, and to all household- 
ers in populous towns and boroughs* 
In the northern counties of England, 
and in Scotland, he could not sec any 
reason Why the right of voting should 
not be assimilated to the practice in 
this country, and left in the counties 
to the resident freeholders and copy- 
holders ; and in the boroughs, to 
householders, paying parochial and 
other taxes. 

44 There was one very material dif- 
ficulty which could not so easily be 
got over, viz. how far it might be 
proper togive compensation to the pro- 
prietors of boroughs. On the ground 
of strict light, they could not have 
any such claim, in feeling, however, 
and in equity, some compensation 
might, perhaps, to be granted ; and 
he would, with satisfaction, agree to 
grant it, because, even though it 
should be prodigal, it would eventu- 
ally be a saving to the country. T ( his 
pint of his proposition would not 
meet with tin: concurrence of those 
who were advocates for reform ; but 
upon reflection, they would be of 
opinion, that, whatever taxes might 
be imposed in order to defray the 
amount of such compensation, this 
would be the cheapest payment ever 
made by the public. 

** The abolition of the rotten bo- 
roughs would necessarily reduce the 
number of members,, and this brought 
on the consideration of that material 
part of the subject, the application of 
the members for*the disfranchised bo- 
roughs t > places which have not hi- 
therto been represented. North of 
Oxford-street there was a population 
of above 400, COO inhabitants, who 
were at present not represented at 
ail. In tlu west of England, on the 


contrary, many places returned mem- 
bers to parliament without having 
any population deserving of notice. 
What claim, he would ask, could 
Gatton, Old Sarum, or the subma- 
rine inhabitants of St Mawes, have 
to the right of sending representa- 
tives to parliament ? The right of 
election should be transferred from 
these and such places to Sheffield, 
Manchester, Birmingham, and other 
populous tow^s, and the most po- 
pulous counties. By applying such 
members as should be set loose by 
the d :p franchisemcnt of the boroughs 
in that way, the house would employ 
the sound cons>utional remedy for 
the*existing evil : tle'y would restore 
the confidence of the country in its 
parliament, and remove all those sus- 
picions, which, in consequence of the 
ate events, attached to that house, 
and that, too, without any innova- 
tion — without the adoption of any un- 
certain theory— and without any de- 
parture from the uniform practice of 
the constitution. 

“ With respect to Scotland, he 
should suppose, there could be no ob- 
jection to assimilate the election laws 
of that country to the laws of Eng- 
land. He was not awaie that there 
was any thing in the contract for 
the union of the two countries that 
would or could operate to preclude 
such an arrangement. At least he 
considered it the duty of that house 
to inform itself upon that subject, 
and could not think there would be 
any thing inconsistent with that con- 
tract, in the legislature endeavouring 
to ameliorate the laws of that coun- 
try. * ■ - \ 

As to the state of the represen- 
tation in Ireland, he was not disposed 
to propose any change. There wjere, 
no doubt, boroughs m that country, 
as well as in this, which were entire- 
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ly in the nomination of some mem- 
ber# of the aristocracy. But as the 
union with that country was so re- 
cent, and the consequent abolition of 
boroughs there so extensive, he was 
not prepared to state how far the 
evil extended. The house, upon the 
whole, he was sure, woufd see and 
feel the necessity of adopting his pro- 
position ; because nothing could be 
ho dangerous to the rights and libe»*- 
liesof a nation, as tii£ forms of a 
free, and the spirit of an arbitrary go- 
vernment. * ' 

“ Upon the duration of parliament 
he had bestowed much and earnest 
intention, and he found it one* of 
enormous difficulty, but of extreme 
interest ami equal importance. Sep- 
tennial parliaments had a tendency, 
from the length of their term, to 
weaken the relation between the elec- 
tor and the representative, and to 
shake the dependence of the one upon 
the other. Annual parliaments would 
be found not less exceptionable, by 
leasing the representative too little 
accuetomed to business to be compe- 
tent to his duties in that house, and 
from the too frequent recunence to 
the troubles and contests of pnrlia- 
mcjitary elections. The one term 
was too long lo plea :e the people, and 
the other too short to satisfy the 
members. He would be inclined to 
take a middle course, and recommend 
triennial parliaments ; which, without 
the evils of either, would possess all 
the advantages of both, 

“ But the difficulties in changing 
the duration of the parliament, he must 
confess, would be immense, unless a 
concurrent change were to be made 
in the mode of making the return. 
Some thought that the returns should 
be nyide by districts, others, that the 
votes should be taken by districts. . 
To making the return by districts, he 


had strong objections ; of vc/mgbjr. 
districts, he approved. If there were 
four members to be returned for 
Hertfordshire, for instance, and they 
were to be returned by districts, that 
would throw the whole of the repre- 
sentation into the fourprincipal towns 
* of the county. The freeholders of 
the town? would uniformly prevail 
over the freeholders of the county, 
because they could almost always 
outnumber them at an election, and 
consequently some inhabitant of the 
town would be generally returned. 
This would be to commute the coun- 
ty for the borough election'. But if 
the votes were to be taken by dis- 
1 ricts, it would save much expence, 
and enable those, who at present are 
deterred by a consideration of the 
expence attending an election from 
offering themselves, to become can- 
didates. Nothing need prevent the 
sheriffs from taking the votes through- 
out the different districts without 
subjecting the candidate to the eK- 
pence of bringing up the freeholders 
from the extremities of the county 
to the place of the election. The 
votes might also be collected in the 
same way, throughout tile different 
parishes in populous towns. 

“ There was one other point re- 
maining, to which it was necessary to 
call the attention of the house, — the 
number of persons holding places and 
[Settling was 

necessary to be done on that head, 
^ut he did not think that all persons 
holding offices should be excluded. 
He was confident, however, that with 
a view to the independence of parlia- 
ment, persons holding offices without 
responsibility s!t/mld not Ir* smlered 
to have seats. He hoped, therefore, 
that a bill aid brought in to 
exclude such pe^iUhS from parliament. 
On these grounds nc had feit il a duty 
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he owAl to his constituents and to 
his country, to bring forward his 
motion. ^ 

4t Of one thing , 1 99 Mr Brand con- 
cluded, “ I am sure ; we must either 
have a temperate reform, or a military 
government. The people demand a 
moderate reform as tneir right, and if 
their demand is not complied with, 
they will endeavour to assert that 
right. What the result of such a 
struggle may be, it is not for me to 
anticipate ; but, in my conscience, I 
believe that I have truly stated the 
alternative: If the house reject re- 
form, then will the sun of this na- 
tion’s freedom and greatness be for 
ever set ; but if it should adopt re- 
form, then will the sun of Britain rise 
from its present dark horizon, and, 
dispelling those clouds with which it 
is overcast, again shine forth in all 
the splendour of meridian lustre !” 
After thus winding up his speech, 
he moved for the appointment of a 
committee to inquire into the state 
of the representation. 

He wasopposed by MrDavies Gid- 
dy, who admitted that “ the ques- 
tion derived additional weight from 
the character of the person who now 
b: ought it forward, and that the plan 
was certainly the most moderate and 
reasonable of any which had lately 
been produced. He thought, how- 
ever, that the reformers all went on a 
wrong assumption, because the peo- 
ple were virtually represented in every 
branch of the legislature. The King 
represented them in his executive ca- 
pacity ; the House of Lords might be 
considered as tneir hereditary repre- 
sentative i : it would not be contecded 
that the noblemen of 4 this country had 
any distinct interest from the rest of 
the people ; they did not form a dis* 
tinct class ; but saw their nearest re- 
lations, ami their own children mixed 


in the general mass of society. And 
the House of Commons were the re- 
presentatives of the people, though 
not actually their delegates. If, in- 
deed, that house were a house of de- 
legates, it would be impossible that 
the other branches of the legislature 
could exist in conjunction with it. 
Such an assembly must be governed 
by every prejudice and bias of public 
opinion, and would gradually absorb 
the whole pqwer of the state. The 
House of Lords would not weigh as 
a feather in disbalance against them, 
and would not long be suffered to ex- 
ist. Had we not seen sufficient ex- 
amples of this ? The experiment had 
been tried in France, and the result 
was, that the whole feeling of the 
country sympathized with their house 
of delegates, and the king could no 
longer maintain the ground which the 
constitution of their own framing 
had assigned him. Our own history, 
too, might have taught us what the 
power of a House of Commons is 
when the wdiole people rally round it ; 
how soon that power is likely to be 
abused ; and how surely iii its abuse 
it leads to the destruction of the 
country. And what had the people 
to complain of ? Nothing but an ac- 
cumulation of taxes, which a war of 
eighteen years rendered necessary. 
The country exhibited every mark of 
increasing prosperity. The canals, 
the docks, the public works and pri- 
vate speculations that were every day 
going forward, showed its great and 
increasing wealth.. The climate even 
was improved, diseases were banished, 
human life was prolonged to a greater 
term, as was shown by the bills of 
mortality, than ever it had reached 
before* The people were better fed, 
and that was the reason why, they 
should live longer. In such a state 
of superior comfort, was there any 
1 



2 25 


Chap. 6.] HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


body who would wish to throw all 
our national prosperity to hazard, 
merely because they thought that one 
individual, (Gale Jones) who had li- 
belled the house, had been punished 
in rather too summary a mode, or 
that an honourable baronet had been 
sent to the Tower for a violation of 
'the privileges of the house. 

“ Whatever defects there might be 
in the construction of the House of 
Commons, according ft) theory, the 
system went on well. It was easy to 
draw plans of coristit unions; but when 
they were put in execution, many that 
were good in theory were found bad 
in practice, and soon led to what was 
the simplest of all constitutions, — a 
military despotism.*’ Mr Noel, Sir J. 
Newport, and Colonel Wardle, sup- 
ported the motion. Lord Milton, 
Mr Jacob, and Mr Stourges Bourne, 
opposed it ; the latter said, that such 
a plan as Mr Brand’s would never sa- 
tisfy the class of persons who peti- 
tioned for reform in parliament ; they 
wanted frequent elections and univer- 
sal suffrage, and we saw the effect of 
universal suffrage in America. To 
this Mr Whitbread replied, “ that 
the political creation which had taken 
place in America, so far from failing 
in its object, had far exceeded the ex- 
tent of human hope ; it was the work 
of one of the greatest and the best of 
men, of Washington, of that patriot 
who communicated to the govern- 
* ment which he had reared a portion 
of the purity of his own spotless 
mind and unsullied life 5 it had grown 
from the weakness of infancy to the 
strength of manhood ; it had engaged 
in all the pursuits which lead to great- 
ness and to power ; it was capable of 
existing upon its own resources, and 
too'likely to become the future rival 
of Great Britain.** 

Such was the panegyric which Mr 
VOL. ill. PART I. 


Whitbread pronounced upoifAmeri- 
ca. The growing strength of that 
country has arisen from causes utterly 
unconnected with its government'; 
from the same causes as the growing 
strength of Caraccas, and Mexico, 
and Buenos Ayres, and Brazil. As 
for tin; purity of its government, the 
Americans themselves would be as 
little disposed to boast of that, as of 
the national character which, in the 
course of one generation, they have 
obtained for themselves. Mr Whit- 
bread was less unfortunate in theargu- 
mcnjts oii which he insisted as proving 
the necessity of reform. u There was 
a material difference,** he said, “ in 
the circumstances under which men 
found their way into that house, whe- 
ther as representatives of the people, 
or as nominees of a peer. A nominated 
member was bound either to vote with 
his patron, or to vacate his seat ; he 
was in fact not the representative of 
the people, But the delegate of an in- 
dividual. Many men ot the first ta- 
lents and strictest integrity weic in- 
deed frequently returned in this vfay ; 
and in the present state of the repre- 
sentation, they could not, fiom many 
causes, obtain seats in any other man- 
ner. But the system which was now 
proposed afforded such men many op- 
portunities of being elected ; when 
it took away twenty nominators, it 
opened forty placcswhere they could, 
from their talents and their charac- 
ter, establish claims to popular sup- 
port. The restrictions under which 
such men labour at present, was even 
a less evil than that which arose ft om 
collusions between the patrons of bo- 
roughs and the minister of the day; 
the onebarterir/g his patronage, either 
to gratify his ambition or his avarice ; 
the other squandering the honours of 
the crown, or the money of the peo- 
ple, to- acquire parliamentary support 
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Suppose, for instance, some great 
lord, with liis six or seven nominees 
in that hou$h, should, in the longing 
of his empty vanity, grasp at tho6c 
distinctions which were ordained to 
reward heroic achievements ; that he 
should threaten the minister fcf the 
day with the defection of his nomi- 
nees in that house, unless he obtained 
that ribband, which, though an or- 
nament to merit, must, wnen other- 
wise conferred, be considered a badge 
of disgrace to the wearer. Had such 
a case never happened, or was it im- 
possible that it should ever happen 
again ? Had it never occurred that 
menaces of a similar nature were ad- 
dressed to a minister, unless his coun- 
tenance were given to some proposed 
ublic work, in which was, however, 
lended some little of private interest, 
but for the accomplishment of which 
the public money was to be entirely 
applied ? If, then, such things had 
happened, if they can happen again, 
who was it that could deny that the 
compliance of such minister constitu- 
ted jhe most profligate exercise of 
those powers which were intrusted 
for far different purposes 

Mr Whitbread had spoken with 
respect of the nominated members, — 
a pretty considerable number happen- 
ing to he on his own side of the house ; 
concerning the sale of seats, he spoke 
with less candour and less justice. 
4< The man,” he said, “ who was re- 
turned by his money could have lit- 
tle connection with public feeling. 
With hi*? constituents lie could never 
come in contact : Jiecould have no bias 
to comply with their opinions ; per- 
haps he had never seen them. He ftlt 
and acted as the representative of his 
50001., and when he was versed in the 
system of ministerial management, he 


would not long remain backward in 
pursuing that course which he obser- 
ved followed by so many to their own 
private advantage. ” 1 f Mr Whitbread 
had glanced upon the very men who 
were prepared to give their votev, with 
him upon ,the subject then in discus- 
sion, he would have seen this sweep- 
ing and illiberal condemnation at once 
disproved. But unless he were prepa- 
red to maintain that all men are natu- 
rally corrupt 4n the literal as well as 
theological sense of the phrase ; that 
there iB a specie of political original 
sin, and that the only means of regene- 
ration is by a popular election ; unless 
this were his meaning, his arguments 
stand self-confuted : for they amount 
to nothing more than that the man 
who owes his seat not to popular fa- 
vour, nor to the nomination of one 
of our great land-leviathans, but has 
made a direct purchase of it, becomes 
thereby, to all intents and purposes, 
an independent member; a position 
which Mr* Windham had maintained 
in the debates upon Mr Curwen’s bill 
with his usual acuteness. 

That fearless and honourable man 
was now upon his death-bed, or he 
would once more have beeu heard ex- 
posing the consequences of a measure, 
the principles of which he had so 
often combated and refuted. His 
place in the debate was supplied by Mr 
Canning, the person most capable of 
supplying it. “ The motion before 
the house,” he said, “was plainly this, 
whether that house should declare it- 
self inadequate to tlie performance of 
its functions, and abdicate its autho- 
rity, To what consequences such a 
decision must lead, * through what 
variety of untried being* it was likely 
to take both the house and the coun- 
try, it could not be necessary to dc- 


* Sec our last volume* P. 26i-5, 
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scribe. And for what purpose was man who professed it hon^Stly, and 
such an experiment recommended ? to without participating in the views 
conciliate not the sober reflecting and principles of the rcRnncrs of the 
pan of the people, but a particular present day 5 a man too honest and 
class, whose study it was to create too enlightened not to have changed, 
agiution and make a noise about re- in some degree, the opinions of his 
form. For that class hq could never youth, after the experience of the last 
hesitate to express his confirmed dis- fifteen years, (he meant Sir James 
. dain. They were not deserving of McIntosh, of whom he spoke with 
any favour from that house, because the sincerest sentiments of esteem and 
for that house or the constituiion friendship,) Sir James McIntosh, in 
they felt no solicitude* If such per- his most eloquent publication in de- 
sons could attain their object, they fence of the early parts of the French 
would constitute stfch a system of revolution, had stated distinctly his 
popular delegation, as could not ex- opinion, that such would be the pow- 
rst as a co-ordinate authority in the er and preponderance of a leformrd 
constitution of England. There could House of Commons, that the powers 
be no question that there existed such of the Lords and of the Crown would 
a party in the country, who pre- be but 4 as dust in the balance against 
tended a zeal for reform, but in reality it.* In him this declamation was 
sought anarchy; and, as the best nothing but the ebullition of a young 
mode of accomplishing their object, and anient mind, enamoured of the 
reviled and distrusted that house ; the fair form of ideal liberty, and of the 
object of their views was not its im- theories, the fallaciousness of which, 
provement, but its destruction : a vain, and the danger of which, he had not 
contemptible, degraded crew, who then had occasion to appreciate. But 
magnilicd themselves into the nation, there are those who would now re- 
and diminished the nation into a fac- duce it to sober and fatal practice ; 
tion ; who declared their own infalli- for such was the general opinion ond 
bility, and depreciated the judgement calculation of those who now so cla- 
of all others ; a body who were too morously called for reform out of 
weak to be respected — too despicable doors. 

to be ffcared. But even this wretch- “ For his own part, cherishing, as 
cd body, though they demanded re- he did, every rational hope for the 
form, declared that the reform pro- prosperity of the people, he could 
posed would not prove sufficient, never consent so to raise them above 
No, they would have the House of their natural level, as that every other 
Commons omnipotent; they would constituted establishment of the state 
have it every thing, all other esta- should be * but as dust in the ba- 
blishments nothing; they would make lance.’ He would never conciliate 
it, like the red of the prophet, awal- the reformers at suefy a price ; and at 
low up all around it. any expence short of that they were 

u Well had it been stated by Mr no? to be conciliated. What had 
Giddy, that such a House of Com- been the case in France ? The re- 
mons, if it existed, would draw to it- formed legislative assembly set out 
selfall the power of the state. One with the principles of revolution ; but 
of the ablest men that ever professed if they had not done so, if their ideas 
the creed of parliamentary reform ; a had been purely patriotic, they were, 
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in the fcild frenzy of fantastic re- 
formation, so strangely constituted, 
that it wasSimpossable they could 
move in a natural orbit ; it was im- 
possible they should not run into an 
irregular and eccentric coarse, whirl- 
ing every surrounding object^ into 
their dangerous deviation. Would the 
house follow that rash and awful ex- 
ample ? Would they go wavering and 
perplexed to a committee, without 
any adequate means to attain their 
object, or even without any adequate 
object to attain ± without one fixed 
idea, except the wise notion that 
whatever is, is wrong, and the sober 
expectation that, by some lucky ex- 
pedient, the right may be hit upon ! 
There was, however, one principle to 
which those reformers pretended, and 
which of late they appeared unusu- 
ally eager to profess, — a veneration for 
the throne itself, and a high respect 
for the individual by whom it was 
filled. But, unfortunatelyythat house 
well knew such language had not even 
the merit of originality. By such pre- 
tence? it was, the unhappy Louis had 
been deceived. By such men it was, 
he had been deluded into the notion 
that he had an interest separate from 
his people, and a place in the hearts 
of those who flattered that they might 
betray him. Why should we embark 
upon this dangerous voyage ? Why 
should we trust ourselves to this un- 
known ocean ? We have heard that 
the ancient empires of the earth have 
been uprooted ; that the most solid 
monarchies have been crushed ; that 
oligarchies, the best established, have 
been destroyed ; and that England 
alone stands erect among the ruins*! 
And why have we so* stood ? Like 
the nations which have fallen, we have 
a monarchy. Like the nations which 
have fallen, we have an aristocracy ; 
but unlike every one of. those nations. 


we possess an House of Commons ! 
This is our proud distinction ; this is 
the sole palladium of our salvation 5, 
and this we are now called* upon to 
regenerate, by the mad cry of un- 
meaning reformation ! 

“ But, say the discontented, the 
House of (iommons, constituted as 
it now is, has hurried the nation into 
extravagant expenditure, and unne- 
cessary wars. It is not the fact. 
There has nok been a war during a 
century, which was not in its com- 
mencement strictly popular. The 
peep!#* it was who forced and goaded 
even the pacific Sir Robert Walpole 
into the dcclararion of war. The peo- 
ple it was who at first urged the 
American war; and at last decried it 
when it became unfortunate ; the 
people it was who encouraged the 
war with France, which saved this 
country f.om all the miseries entailed 
on that. A just sympathy with the 
people, and a reasonable attention to 
their desires, was, no doubt, the duty, 
and must ever be the inclination, of 
that house. The people, unquestion- 
ably, could reason fairly when they had 
time ; but as, notoriously, their iii ot 
impulse was feeling, he did not think 
it would be politic, or for the interest 
of the country, to have that house 
quite subject to popular controul. 

“ Every class of the people,” said 
Mr Canning, “is fully represented in 
this house. What question is there 
but here meets a discussion ? What 
grievance but here meets its remedy? 
What man in the land so poor but 
here has his advocate ? Thq experi. 
ment of reform has been tried in 
France, and it has failed. We have 
it before our eyes. No honest vision- 
ary in this country could now be so 
blinded as to seek here, in the hope 
of benefit, what the corrupt men there 
sought to cover their ambition. If 
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they did, some more cunning and am- 
bitious visionary would take advan- 
tage of the tumult to place himself on 
the throne. They would soon see 
popular commotion end in military 
despotism, and find philosophical dis- 
quisirions superseded by practical op- 
pression. I cannot consent to hazard 
this. If I am obliged to choose be- 
tween the capricious chances of an 
undefined committee and the ancient 
edifice which has so ldhg upheld our 
rights, shielded our dignity, and se- 
cured our interests, 1 shall not hesi- 
tate— 4 Slet fort linn (IomnsS-~* Let the 
venerable fabric, which has sheltered 
us for so many ages, and stood un- 
shaken through so many storms, still 
remain unimpaired and holy ; sacred 
from the rash frenzy of that ignorant 
innovator who would tear it down, 
careless and incapable of any substi- 
tution." 

Mr W. Smith and Mr Tierney 
both supported the mot ion for a com- 
mittee, but both protested against 
being supposed to countenance what 
was called a radical reform. u Some 
change," Mr Tierney -said, u in the 
representation must lake place. Ear- 
ly in life, and now later in life, he was 
of that opinion, and he did not ex- 
press if from any look-out for popu 
laiity. No ; popularity had of late 
fallen into such hands, that it was 
really no object of ambition to his 
mind. It woqld, indeed, be vain for 
those who thought with him to start 
for popularity, in competition with 
the persons he alluded to, for he 
was persuaded, that those persons 
would always be sure to run before 
them. He had, indeed, no doubt 
that if he and his friends were to de- 
cide that all householders ought to 
hatfe the right of voting, the persons 
refei red to would demand universal 
suffrage; and that if all men were per- 
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mitted to vote, these persons would 
call for the admission ofyhe women ; 
nay, more, that if the women were 
admitted, they would insist upon the 
addition of the children." 

Oi^the other hand, Mr Williams 
Wynn aud Lord Porchcster opposed 
the motion, as a perilous as well as 
unnecessary experiment. It was ne- 
gatived by a large majority, 234? to 
115; but here also, as on a former 
question of reform, Mr Wilberforcc 
and his friends were found among the 
minority, giving their sanction where 
it is to be wished they had withheld 
it. Among those who voted against 
Mr Brand’s motion, were many who 
conceived that some reforms in the 
representation ought to be made, but 
that they should be made in a man- 
ner which would excite no agitation. 
With this view, Mr W. Wynn brought 
in a bill for the prevention of bri- 
bery, “ not^’ he said, “ because the 
existing laws were not sufficiently 
severe, but because there was too 
much difficulty in proving them." It 
was too late in the session • 
to carry the bill through ; June 20. 
but he stated the purport 
and nature of his bill, that they might 
be fully considered before parliament 
again met. “ To argue upon the prin- 
ciple of the bill," lie said, “ must be 
superfluous. There were indeed some 
persons who considered bribery as a 
thing not in itself immoral or dis- 
graceful, though it was ari offence 
against the laws ; but he must always 
maintain, that it was a crime of a 
most aggravated nature against the 
constitution of this country, against 
morals and against religion. Some 
new regulation^ were necessary ; the 
house had determined that it would 
abstain from any inquiry into past 
offences, but endeavour to prevent 
their recurrence. In this view, and 
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in this ohly, could Mr Curwcn’s bill 
be regarded, stript as it was of all 
those provisibns which could render 
it efficient. It was a solemn pledge 
given by parliament to the people of 
their disapprobation of bribery, and 
their determination to adopt mea- 
sures for checking it. If,” said he, 

€t things should be allowed to proceed 
as they have done hitherto— if it is 
seen that seats in the House of Com- 
mons are still bought and sold, and 
that bribery is still practised, the 
house would justify the clamour of 
the enemies to the constitution. It 
would abuse the just hopes and ex- 
pectations t>f its constituents, and ap- 
pear to have only deluded them with 
promises which it did not intend to 
perform. The prop and foundation 
of the House of Commons is public 
respect, which is not to be attained 
by weakness and cowardice, falsely 
called conciliation, but by a firm ad- 
herence to its duty ; and'if one duty 
be more sacred and imperative than 
another, it is that of constant and vi- 
gilant attention to check the inroads 
of corruption. This attention must 
necessarily be unremitting, since it 
could scarcely be expected that the 
ingenuity of vice would not ultimate- 
ly find means of invading any enact- 
ments which human wisdom could 
devise. 

“Thus,” MrWynn stated, “in the 
act for thepre veil tion of bribery, which 
his ancestor had introduced in the 2d 
of George II., one of its provisions, 
which appeared at the time best cal- 
culated to encourage the discovery 
and punishment of bribery, had since 
been converted into an engine for its 
concealment and prctection. He 
meant that clause which provided* 
that any person discovering an act of 
bribery committed by another should 
be indemnified for all acts of the same 
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nature which he had himself previous* 
ly committed. Within the last forty 
years it had been discovered, that a 
person guilty of the most general and 
wholesale bribery might, under this 
clause, protect himself from all the 
consequences of his crime, provided 
he should give information against 
any one of the unfortunate persons 
whose votes he had purchased : and 
in consequence numerous fraudulent 
actions had Ifeen commenced solely 
with this view, and members of par- 
liament had stobd forward in courts 
of justice, prosecutors of those who 
had voted for -hem, and avowing, 
with an unblushing countenance, that 
their object in so doing was to pro- 
cure an indemnity for their past of- 
fences.” 

In order to cutoff this subterfuge, 
Mr Wynn proposed, “that this in- 
demnity shoula in future be limited 
to acts of bribery which should ac- 
tually be discovered by any witness 
when examined by a competent au- 
thority, whether in a court of justice, 
or a committee of the House of Com- 
mons. The necessary consequence 
of this would be another clause, em- 
powering such court or committee to 
compel an answer from any witness, 
even though it should disclose* an act 
of bribery in which he himself had 
been concerned. By this means com- 
mittees of the house would be ena- 
bled to drag forth to public view 
the bribery of votes, or the purchase 
of seats in parliament, however se- 
cretly the transaction might be con- 
ducted ; and persons who were impli- 
cated in 6uch practices, would be con- 
scious that they could at no time be 
secure, since the accomplice of their 
crime might be compelled, unless he 
chose to incur the guilt of perjury, 
to reyeal their offence. It would also 
be necessary to empower committees 
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to examine witnesses, although they 
should have signed the petition* com- 
plaining of an undue election, which 
the committee were assembled to try, 
since it was become a common prac- 
tice among persons who were averse 
to be examined, lest they; should give 
evidence unfavourable to their own 
friend^ to sign the petition merely 
in order to prevent the adverse party 
from calling them.” 

He proposed also, H that the right 
of petitioning against an undue elec- 
tion, on the ground of bribery, should 
be extended to all persons whatever, 
though neither voters or candidates 
for the seat in question. This had 
been the ancient and constant usage 
of parliament till the year 1784 ; at 
that time many groundless petitions 
were presented, the purpose of which, 
in some cases, was only to entitle the 
petitioners to a seal under the gallery. 
L*or d Grenville had in consequence 
introduced an act, limiting the right 
of petitioning to candidates, or vo- 
ter e, and giving costs in all cases 
where petitions should be found to 
be frivolous or vexatious. The lat- 
ter provision would, of itself, be suf- 
ficient for its object ; and the utility 
of the repeal of the former would be 
sufficiently manifest by adverting to 
the many cases which might occur of 
the sale of seats, where a borough 
was completely in one interest, and 
every individual voter implicated in 
the same offerfee. 

u It might likewise, he thought, 
be expedient to 'alter, in cases of bri- 
bery, the standing order which limit- 
ed the time for presenting petitions to 
fourteen days after the return should 
be received in the Crown Office. At 
present it was a common practice to 
delay the payment of bribes, and set- 
tlcmr-i 'jf accounts for treating, till 
aftci those fourteen days had elapsed. 
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These were the provirions 4&ucb he 
should propose for preventing bri- 
bery i there were otheA which re- 
lated to the better regulation of elec- 
tions. Thus he should recommend 
that the writs for new elections be 
forwarded by the general post-office, 
instead of being trusted to private 
persons, who, tor their own objects, 
frequently delayed their delivery. It 
would also be advisable to shorten 
the duration of polls, which might 
now be kept open for a borough con- 
taining 200 voters as long as for the 
county of York ; as it was held that 
the returning officer could not close 
the poll till the expiration of fourteen 
days, provided one voter came for- 
ward in each hour. No inconve- 
nience could arise from vesting in ei- 
ther candidate a right to demand that 
the poll should at any time be closed, 
unless twenty (or perhaps thirty) 
votes should be tendered within the 
next hour. • With respect to county 
elections, be thought that the great- 
est benefit would result from the pro- 
posal of Mr Brand for taking thp poll 
in the different hundreds, if it should 
be found practicable \ but whatever 
might be the decision of the house 
on that subject, it would be proper 
to enable the sheriffs to increase the 
number of books or polling places, 
which at present was much too limit- 
ed. Ho suggested also the propriety 
of reviving the ancient practice of 
election, by which, if two members 
were to be elected, and the show of 
hands in favour of one candidate was 
unquestioned, he rgight be declared 
duly elected, although a poll should 
take place for the other seat.” Mr 
Wynn was he?rd with that attention 
which proposals so entirely unobjec- 
tionable and so practicable in all their 
parts deserved ; and here the business 
rested for the session , 
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The * ttack upon the criminal law 
of the country was renewed 
Feb* 9. thi^yearby Sir Samuel Ro- 
milly. “ Nothing,” he said, 
*• could be more erroneous or more 
mischievous than that certain punish- 
ments should be allotted to particu- 
lar offences, and that the law so laid 
down should not be enforced. There 
were, indeed, some acts in our sta- 
tute book which one could not read 
without horror, and which it was al- 
most impossible to conceive could 
have found their way into it. Such 
was the act which makes it a capital 
offence in any person, male or female, 
to be seen in the company of gypsies 
for the space of a month. That act 
had, however, been enforced for near- 
ly a century; no less than 13 per- 
sons had been executed under it at 
one assizes. Our criminal code had, 
in ancient times, been not only most 
sanguinary, but as sanguinarily exe- 
cuted. Fortcscuc, who. was Chief 
Justice of the King’s Bench, and af- 
terwards Lord Chancellor to Henry 
VL, in his excellent treatise oil abso- 
lute and limited monarchy, which was 
written during his lesidence in France, 
for the instruction of Prince Edward, 
the son of that unfortunate monarch, 
relates, that there were more persons 
in England yearly executed for high- 
way robberies alone, than in France 
for all other crimes for seven years. 
Tii the reign of Henry VIII., it is 
stated, by Hollinshead and other cre- 
ditable historians, that about 72,000 
persons were executed, which was 
after the rate of about 2000 a- year, 
during the reign df that monarch. In 
Queen Elizabeth’s time, the number 
fell to about .400 a- year. After her 
reign there were no data upon which 
to go, till we came to the middle of 
the last century. From 1749 to 1 7 02, 
of 428 persons convicted in Loudon 


and Middlesex, 306 were executed, 
a proportion of about three execu- 
tions to four convictions. From 1764* 
to 1771, the proportion of executions 
amounted to rather more than one 
half ; since that time a great diminu- 
tion had taken place. In the Lon- 
don district, from 1801 to 1809, 
about one-eighth of the persons con- 
victed were executed. In 1808, 87 
had been convicted, and only three 
executed. , 

“ People oilended against the penal 
laws at present, under a certainty that 
they should not incur punishment. 
Of the number of persons commit- 
ted in London acd Middlesex in the 
course of seven years for stealing in 
dwelling houses, there have been exe- 
cuted only as eight to 1802 ; in the 
other parts of the kingdom they were 
in a proportion of one to upwards of 
3000. In fact, judges, jurors, pro- 
secutors, and the crown, all felt sen- 
sible that it was impossible foi^ the 
statutes in these cases to be carried 
into effect, and such inefficient and 
inapplicable law's ought no longer to 
remain on the statute book. Parties 


were deterred from bringing depre- 
dators to punishment, from the seve- 
rity of the penally which would be 
the result of their conviction ; and 
persons were thereby led to the per- 
petration of crimes, by the impunity 
which was held out to delinquents. 
At present, the judges decided against 
whom the sentence of .he law should 
be put in force. This discretionary 
power was severely condemned by 
Sir Matthew Hale and Lord Bacon ; 
it was highly dangerous, and such as 
no men would desire to be vested 
with. In some cases, the nature of 
a prisoner’s defence, when he had at- 
tempted to prove his innocence by 
alibis, which the judge has thought 
ill established* has gone against him* 
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Sometimes it was held as a matter of 
aggravation,that the offence was com- 
mitted in a place where such offences 
were rare, and therefore that they 
ought to be checked ; or that they 
were common* and therefore ought to 
be punished to prevent their multipli- 
cation. Some years ago, on the Nor- 
folk circuit, two men were indicted 
for stealing poultry in a poultry-yard. 
One of them made his escape, the 
other was tried before Jjord Lough- 
borough at the assizes, and convict- 
ed ; but having been till then a per- 
son of good character, and this his 
first offence, Lord Loughborough 
thought these circumstances deser- 
ving consideration, and only senten- 
ced him to six months imprisonment. 
The other man who had fled hearing 
this, and desirous to see his family, re- 
turned and surrendered himself. He 
was tried before Mr Justice Gould, 
who, unfortunately for him, had a 
different idea from his brother judge, 
and thinking, as it was a first offence, 
it would be an example more for the 
public good to punish him severely* 
sentenced him to transportation for 
seven years; so that as the first of 
these culprits was coming out of his 
confinement, the other was setting 
out on -his voyage beyond the seas. 
There was a similar instance in the 
case of duelling, in which the opinion 
of one judge was, that killing a man 
in a duel Was certainly murder in 
the eye of the fciw ; but that it had 
so long been alleviated, from various 
considerations, that it was seldom 
brought in more thau manslaughter, 
and the jury gave a verdict accord- 
ingly. In the other case, the judge 
was of a different opinion ; the ver- 
dict was for murder, and the unhap- 
py gentleman was executed.” 

Sir Samuel concluded by moving 
for leave to bring in a bill for repeal- 


ing those acts which pronouiyfed the 
punishment of death against private- 
ly stealing. When the bill 
was before the house, Mr May L 
Herbert declared he should 
oppose it in all its stages, as a friend 
to the did law, under which we had 
lived so happily, and which preserved 
the property in this rich and flourish- 
ing nation with so small a loss of life. 
Sir J, Newport defended it upon the 
ground, that certainty, not severity, 
of punishment was most likely to deter 
from the commission of crimes. Mr 
Davies Giddy took a middle course. 
" If they could be sure,” he said, 
“ that juries would be competent to 
sift and ascertain the circumstances 
of every case which was brought be- 
fore them, so as to be enabled to de- 
cide according to its real merits, he 
should then not object to giving full 
discretion to the juries ; but when it 
was considered from what descrip- 
tion of men they were usually chosen, 
it must be obvious that they were as 
liable as any other persons to fall into 
error. A certain degree of arbitrary 
discretion was absolutely essential in 
all administrations of justice, and he 
would much rather see it lodged in 
the judge than in the jury.” Mr Gid- 
dy added, that any reformation to be 
beneficial must be made in detail, 
and that he should never suffer his 
veneration for the laws of England 
to induce him to resist any measure 
which might be brought forward for 
their actual improvement. Mr Wind- 
ham spoke against the bill ; he main- 
tained that it was impossible to pro- 
vide unconditionally Tor differ Mt de- 
grees of the same species of o/Puice ; 
and he said he could not help looking 
with an eye ot jealousy cn .ill such 
visionary schemes, which had huma- 
nity and justice for their ostensible 
causes. The Master of tire R^Us, 
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Sir Vtf. Grant, agreed with Sir S. 
Romilfy, « The question was,” he 
said, M wither the plan which was 
now proposed would not be more ef- 
ficacious in preventing crimes than 
the existing system of criminal laws ? 
If it were only equally efficacious, 
every body must prefer it, as produ- 
cing the same effect by means less 
severe, but it would be probably more 
so. Either the law or the practice 
was wrong, and whichever w as wrong 
ought to be remedied. Now the prac- 
tice of not inflicting the punishment 
denounced by the law, came every 
day before the observation of the 
public ; and there was no disposition 
to censure the judges for not putting 
the law in execution. It was there- 
fore clear, that in the public opinion 
the laws appeared too severe. It was 
wrong, in any country, that the laws 
should be in direct opposition to pub- 
lic opinion ; but it would be particu- 
larly improper in this country, where 
offences are tried by a jury ; and, in 
fact, there appeared to be an univer- 
sal confederacy against the criminal 
law* as it now stands. In the first 
place, the juries were unwilling to 
trust the lives of the prisoners Lo the 
discretion of the judge, but look hold 
of every possible circumstance to ac- 
quit them of the capital part of the 
charge. Next came the judges, and 
lastly his majesty’s advisers, who were 
all anxious to spare the lives of those 
who had been capitally convicted. It 
therefore appeared to be generally 
agreed by all men, that the punish- 
ment of death was much too severe 
for the generality of offences against 
which it was denounced.” <- 
Mr Morris reasoned on the same 
aide. u It was notorious,” he said, 
u that parties were often prevented 
from prosecuting, and witnesses r rom 
coming forward, by the severity of 


the existing law, and that juries were 
often obliged to have recourse to a 
pious perjury, as it lias been called. 
He was for leaving this amiable weak- 
ness, or pious perjury, or whatever it 
might be termed, to the circulating 
libraries, and for keeping it out of 
the com t& of law. These bills were 
brought forward as a remedy against 
au evil, which every one in the habit 
of attending on criminal courts must 
know to exijt. The discretion as to 
the infliction of death, the judges 
would, lie believed, very readily dis- 
pense with, for it was one which they 
felt the most painful anxiety in exer- 
cising.” 

Sir Vicary Gibbs thought differ- 
ently upon the subject, and remarked 
that the judges, who must be best ac- 
quainted with tin* practical effects of 
the laws, had not given their sanction 
to the projected change. Mr Wil- 
bcrforce said, the plain question be- 
fore the house was, whether the of- 
fence of privately stealing, as descri- 
bed in the bill, was of thaL nature to 
which the pm.hhment of death ought 
to apply •? and hewrs fully prepared, 
upon the fullest deliberation, to an- 
swer in the negative. Instead of se- 
vere punishments, which had no ef- 
fect in preventing the repetition of 
crimes, or in promoting the amend- 
ment of criminals, he would stiongly 
recommend the general establishment 
of penitentiary houses. Our penal 
code was a disgrace io the country. 
So much, indeed, was Mr Pitt con- 
vinced of this, that- to his knowledge 
that distinguished person had it in 
contemplation to commit the whole 
code to the revision of some able law- 
yers, for the purpose of digesting a 
plan to lessen the sanguinary nature 
of its punishments. 

Tlie Solicitor General, Sir T. Plo- 
mer, agreed with Mr Wilberforce, 
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that the law which provided for the 
amendment of criminals by peniten- 
tiary houses ought to be put in force ; 
•but he opposed the project of Sir S. 
Romilly,andthc principle upon which 
it was founded. u He could not be- 
lieve, he said, « that prosecutors 
were ever deterred from proceeding 
by the fear of bringing the criminal 
to capital punishment, for the capital 
part of the charge might always he 
avoided, by abstaining from stating 
that the robbery took place in a 
dwelling house, or that it amounted 
to 40s; in value. It was an exagge- 
ration therefore to say, that the pre- 
sent law led to perfect impunity. It 
had been said that the law induced 
witnesses to perjure themselves. This 
was imaginary ; juries might occa- 
sionally indulge a latitude in valuing 
the articles which were the subject of 
a prosecution, but what followed ? 
The criminal was subject to the same 
punishment as he would be were the 
offence made a chargeable felony. 
But it seemed the dread of a capital 
punishment was to operate on a pro- 
secutor, on witnesses, on the jury, 
on every body except the individual 
tempted to commit the crime. Was 
that a rational supposition ? It would 
be very beautiful if a precise punish- 
ment could be proposed for every in- 
dividual offence, without leaving any 
thing to discretion ; but all that could 
be done in practice, was to have ge- 
heric description of crimes. The pe- 
culiar circumstances of aggravation 
on the one hand, And of extenuation 
on the other, by which every indivi- 
dual case was marked, as they could 
not be foreseen, could not be embo- 
died in the law. Let any one try 
his hand at such a particularization, 
and he would soon find the impossi. 
bility of it. Even could it be ac- 
complished, so far from insuring a 


certainty of punishment, it Airould 
give the criminal the greatest oppor* 
tunities for escape, both ir^the mode 
in which the indictment must neces- 
sarily be drawn up, and in the hen* 
tation which juries would entertain in 
consequence. * 

One part of Sir T. Plomer’s ar- 
gument was replied to by Mr Can- 
ning, who said, “ that the ill-regu- 
lated mind of a hardened sinner, in- 
flamed by the prospect of gain, would, 
from the infrequency of inflicting the 
punishment, more readily brave the 
danger thus incurred, than a well-re- 
gulated mind would risk the possibili- 
ty of condemning a man to death un- 
justly. True it was, that after con- 
viction the parties did not wholly es- 
cape $ but in the two previous stage* 
there was the chance of death or of 
total impunity. It was better not 
to persevere in a system which af- 
forded such facilities for escape, but 
to do away the severer punishments, 
and thus render the lesser more cer- 
tain. 0 But Mr Perceval replied, 
u that the end proposed might bq ef- 
fected in a manner less objectionable, 
by increasing the amount necessary 
to constitute a capital offence. The 
cases mentioned to prove the defec- 
tive state of the law, wfcilt to esta- 
blish its perfection, as in nil those 
cases the severity of the sentence had 
been ameliorated, and the appropriate 
punishment inflicted. This proved at 
least that the execution of the taw 
was not so much too severe ; the se- 
verity was rather in the amendment, 
as its object wan not to get rid of se- 
verity ot punishment, but men !/ of 
severity ol denunciation. The effect 
of the bill wouljJ be to make the of- 
fence more frequent, and he cv.ition- 
ed those who might be il*spowd to 
support it, lest it should become ne- 
cessary tor them agaiu to have re- 
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course to the legislature, and not 
only revive the law, but put it in exe- 
cution .' ” \ 

The bill was lost in a very thin house 
by a majority of only two, 33 voices to 
SI. StrSamuclbrought in another, up- 
on the fame principle, with thfcj differ- 
ence, that i he former related to stealing 
in a dwelling house, and this to steql- 
ing in a shop. rv his second bill past 
the Commons. When it came before 
the Lords, Lord Ellenborough said, 
44 it would becom. their lordships, be- 
fore they adopted such -in innovation, 
to consider what had been the practi- 
cal result of a former bill of this des- 
cription which had passed, and which 
mitigated the penalty of death for 
offences of privately stealing from the 
person ; the increase of such offenders 
had become in consequence enormous- 
ly great, and it was now the practice 
with those who took up this felonious 
kind of industry, to study this mode 
of stealing in preference to any other 
kind of depredation. It appeared, 
from the accounts before the judges, 
that the crime of privately stealing 
from shops was greatly on the in- 
crease ; and were the terror of death 
removed, it was his opinion that these 
dcpicdatious would be carried to such 
an extent in the metropolis, as to oc- 
casion bankruptcy and jruin to many 
houcst and industrious tradesmen. It 
was alleged th<it the offence did not 
deserve so severe a punishment ; that 
observation applied equally to other 
offences not more heinous in their na- 
ture, yet ( .u.ccniing which it was ad- 
mitted that public expediency requi- 
red lb*- punishment to be severe. 
Horst and sheep stealing were* in- 
btances ; indeed it w*. ( >uld be difficult 
to name any offence of tins kind that 
could be thought prop urtionat to 
the piini .hntttut of death ; the life of 
man could not be weighed in the same 


scales : but after all that could be 
said in favour of speculative huma- 
nity, the prevention of crimes must 
be the chief object of law, and terror 
alone could prevent the commission of 
that crime which was now under con- 
sideration. The law was seldom car- 
ried into execution, but the terror 
was the same ; and such were the 
minds of those upon whom it was in- 
tended to operate, that the public 
safety could# not be secured by the 
apprehension of any lighter punish- 
ment. Besides* it afforded an oppor- 
tunity sometimes of bringing crimi- 
nals to a sober consideration of their 
wickedness ; then were those who 
were so hardened, that nothing short 
of the terror of death had any serious 
effect upon their minds ; but they who 
had witnessed men under sentence of 
death, had seen the effect which such 
a terror impending over them some- 
times pioduced. Therefore, in esti- 
mating the humanity of law, and look- 
ing to the quantity of human suffer- 
ing, it would be more merciful to let 
the statute remain unaltered As for 
the arguments of those who were spe- 
culating in modern legislation, that 
punishment ought to be certain, and 
invariably proportionate to the mag- 
nitude of the crime, by a scale of pe- 
nalties corresponding to the degree 
of offences, — such an attempt would 
be perfectly ludicrous. 1 * 

Lords ]f r&kme, Holland and Lau- 
derdale, ar»u the Marquis of Lans- 
downe, replied to Lord Ellenborough, 
and vindicated the' proposed altera- 
tion. 'The Earl of Suffolk said he 
himself had been prevented from pro- 
secuting an old woman who had sto- 
len several articles from his dwelling 
house, merely because, as the law now 
stood, it/ was a capital offence. The 
Earl of Liverpool justified th * exist- 
ing system, affirming, that whatever 



Chap. 6.] 


HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


• 237 


might be said of the theory of our 
law, no one could doubt but that 
in practice it was the mildest in the 
•world. The Lord Chancellor point- 
ed out the impossibility and absur- 
dity of attempting such a scale of pu- 
nishment as the theorists proposed. 
€i A whole family were once brought 
before me,” he said, “ for sheep-steal- 
ing, when I presided in the Court of 
Common Pleas ; but they were star 
ving when they thus mad$ themselves 
liable to the penalties of the statute. 
Would any one say that the punish- 
ment ought not to have been mitiga- 
ted ? indeed I should have been much 
worse than these poor criminals if 1 
had not extended to them the royal 
mercy. But how different was their 
case from the offence of those who 
make a trade of stealing and killing 
their neighbours’ sheep ? He remem- 
bered also, with respect to horse- 
stealing, that an individual who was 
tried for stealing a horse, was proved 
to have stolen not less than eleven, 
and fifteen keys of turnpike gates 
who found in his possession, whereby 
he could expedite the mode of plunder 
in which he was engaged.” Lord El- 
lcnborough concluded the discussion, 
saying 44 he wa3 never anxious to court 
public opinion, but resolved on all 
occasions to discharge Ins duty con- 
scientiously. The duty of judges was 
very great, painful, and arduous ; none 
could say but they were extremely 
anxious to exten'd mercy to every de- 
serving case ; and indeed they were 
entitled in this respect to more credit 
than was generally allowed them. Few 
of their lordships could estimate their 
feelings, or conceive adequately what 
they suffered, when they laid their 
heads upon their pillows, at an assize 
town^ and had to reflect that the next 
day would impose upon them the du- 
ty of pronouncing upon several of their 
r fdiow-creatures their awful doom.. He 


was sure if the severity of the^aws at 
they now stood were remitted, that 
there were those who wou’A proceed 
to the commission of offences, not ca* 
ring for the consequences even of con- 
viction, because they would consider 
the punishment of the present bill lit- 
tle more than a summer’s airing in an 
easy migration to a milder climate.” 

To pass the bill in the face of the 
great law authorities who thus oppo- 
sed it was impossible ; and it was 
thrown ou^ by 31 voices against 11, 
Another part of the criminal law was 
also brought under discussion by Sir 
S. Romilly. “ In considering punish* 
merits as they operated to 
the prevention of crimes. May 9. 
they might be divided,” he 
said, “ into three classes. The prin- 
ciple of the first was, that the punish- 
ment of the individual should operate 
on society in the way of terror ; the 
principle of the second was, to put it 
out of the power of the person of- 
fending to commit crimes in future, 
either for a certain time specified in 
the sentence, or for ever; the princi- 
ple of the third was, the reformation 
of the offending parly. Tin* third 
mode lnd been too much uegkvied 
of late years A system of transport- 
ing convicts to New South W.deS 
had, most unhappily, as he thought, 
been adopted. This species of pu- 
nishment was unknowu before the re- 
storation ; it began under Cnarlcs II. 
Criminals were \ hen transported to our 
settlements in North America, where, 
however, they were not sent as perpe- 
tual slaves, but bound by ind^ntur* slmr 
seven years; and for the last three mey 
received wages, in order that a fund 
might be provide*! to givr them a Mir 
chance of future success in life. J\kis, 
to those thdtw re rich, hepums.im Ml 
was only exile, wher*-*' to »ue poor, 
labour was super added. Tile Ame- 

rican revolution readcred it no long- 
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er possible to pursue this system : thus sustained deserved the serious 
the plan of imprisoning convicts in consideration of parliament. Such 
the hulk$ was then introduced, and of the men as returned, came back 
a law Y'as past, allowing judges to far more desperate and depraved than, 
transport convicts to any part of the they went : They who escaped from 
world* A plan for reforming crimi- the settlement, got among the South 
nals, by means of penitentiary houses Sea islands, where they became the 
was also at that time devised by Ho- * apostles'* of mischief.* Such were 
ward, Bhck&Lone, and Lord Auck- the effects of tins system of disposing 
land ; a law was enacted for the pur- of criminals : the expence had been 
pose, but it remained in the statute most enormous, and infinitely greater 
book a dead letter, and the project than that building penitentiary 
of colonizing at Botany Bay was ta- houses.** Sir Samuel then moved an 
ken up. It was perhaps the boldest address to his«majesty, praying him, 
and most unpromising project which that the act relative to such houses 
was ever held out to any ad minis- might be carried into execution, 
tration, to establish a colony which Mr Ryder, hi reply, agreed with 
should consist of the outcasts of so- many of Sir Samuel's general remarks, 
cieiy, and the refuse of mankind ; 44 The hulks, however,** he said, 44 had 

and , ven these persons were not left been most materially reformed by the 
to their natural profligacy, but had a exertions of Mr Graham ; the con- 
sort of education in the hulks, which victs were now laborious and diligent, 
rendered them infinitely more vicious and were reputed such good work- 
than they had been before. In Fe- men, that the Lords of the Admiral- 
bruary J7b7» the firs., embarkation ty had applied for some of them ; and 
was made ; it consisted of 204 ? con- he believed that at this time, from 
victs, and instead of persons who the value of their work, the establish- 
knfw any thing about country busi- ment supported itself.** To this Mr 
ness, convicts from London and Mid- Wilberforce made answer, “that Mr 
dlesex were sent, — inhabitants of a Graham had indeed brought the 
large city, and consequently, of all hulks to uncommon order and use- 
persons, the most unlit for the ser- fulness, but still the penitential y sys- 
vice on which they wi re sent. Of tern was better. As for the settle- 
these persons 233 had been sentenced ment in New Holland, the whole had 
only for seven years, aiul had lain been conducted with an utter neglect 
above four in prison ; they therefore of whatever was most important for 
had not half their term remaining, a colony. Morals, the great cement 
and to these, therefore, it was a most of society, were trampled under foot, 
flagrant injustice to be thus carried the government was corrupt, the sub- 
to the other side of the globe. In jects licentious. For twenty ycais 
fact, the whole system teemed with there had been no church there ; but 
injustice, for no provision was made last year Lord Castfereagh had ap- 
for the return of any of these p&ple pointed a governor, from whose cha- 
at tlw expiration of their sentence, racter the best results might be ex- 
The men could only find their way pected.** Mr Windham said, 44 there 
back by working their passage, the were already numerous penitentiary 
women had no resource, and the houses throughout the country, and 
hardship and injustice which they how had they answered ? If the error 

See the Quarterly Review, VoJ. II, P. jp, 60 , 
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was solely in the management, was it 
certain that the same error would 
not prevail in the new ones which it 
was proposed to erect. He did not, 
however, object to the principle £ but 
if tlie proposed plan were to be car- 
ried into t fleet, he should be very 
jealous, he said, as to the manner in 
whir! the religious instruction was 
ideated ; it might be so done as to 
generate a sort of mischievous fana- 
ticism, superinducing hypocrisy upon 
their original depravity.” Mr W. 
Pole said, 44 he would mention some 
circumstances which had struck him 
on a similar inquiry in Ireland. For 
want of transports, the convicts were 
frequently kept in prison for five or 
six years. It had been declared by 
the judges, that those years formed 
no part of the! time of their exile. 
This induced the benevolent mind of 
the loid lieutenant to examine into 
so crying an injustice. An old law 
was found, whu h allowed the exile 
to be transmuted for an equal period 
in confinement. There were disco- 
vered sixty females, in cells of 12 
fp*‘l square, 10 in each cell. Those 
women were put into penitentiaries ; 
they became industrious, as they felt 
the enjoyment of light, and air, and 
f/od ; rfs they felt the pleasure of ho- 
industry, they grew diligent and 
honest ; work could scarcely be sup- 
plied to them sufficient for their new 
activity, and at the return of every 
Week there was an additional evi- 
dence of the signal power which en- 
couragement and tare had in reform- 
ing the most abandoned, and cheer- 
ing the most unhappy.” 

The farther discussion was post- 
poned at the desire of Mr Secretary 
Ryder, who wished to have time for 
considering it. It was renew r ed on 
the fifth of June. Sir Samuel then re- 
peated his objection to the hulks. He 


said, 44 Mr Howard had stated as the 
result of his inquiries, tluif of the 
persons confined onboardrthe hulks, 
those who came from the countiy gei 
nerally died, in consequence of their 
confinement, and of the horror they 
felt at* the examples and the scenes 
exhibited to them ; and that those 
who came from great manufacturing 
towns, generally became, in a short 
time, the most daring and danger- 
ous of offenders. Undoubtedly Mr 
Graham had done much in reforming 
the hulks ; but no attention would 
ever be able to remove the defects 
of this species of punishment ; they 
were inseparable from the system.” 
Sir Samuel then renewed his argu- 
ments against the plan of colonizing 
with criminals. u The severity or 
lenity of the punishment,” he said, 
44 depended not on the degree of guilt 
of the offender, but of his talents and 
acquirements, and qualifications for 
the new state of things into winch 
he is transported. Thus it happened 
that an attorney, who, after having 
stood on the pillory here, had hpen 
sent to Botany Bay, was confiden- 
tially advised with by thofie in autho- 
rity, and enjoyed something veiy like 
the influence of an attorney-general, 
because lie was well acquainted with 
legal forms.” The fact was true, 
but Sir Samuel did not draw from it 
the right inference : it proves no- 
thing against the system of employ- 
ing convicts as the raw material j of 
colonization, that a man of such noto- 
rious and recorded infamy as Oo->h*y 
should have been tal^cn into favour 
by the governor, — the fault lay in 
appointing a governor from whose 
previous history .all the consequences 
which followed hisappointmentmight 
so certainly have been foreseen. 

The home secretary declared he 
agreed with the general views of Sir 
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Samuelfcbut that before he could form 
a determinate opinion, he was anxious 
to communicate with Sir George 
Paul, and with another honourable 
baronet, a member of that house, 
both of whom had devoted their at- 
tention to this subject ; and th$ result 
of their labours had been to ascertain 
that the plan which the dormant sta- 
tutes had sanctioned was very defec- 
tive, aud that it could not possibly 
be executed in the present state of 
thing. *• 41 It is no incoiihidei able ob- 
ject/* said Mr Ryder, “ for the house 
to understand the tendency of these 
acts of parliament, as they at present 
exist ; and it is of no less importance 
that the plan they describe should be 
most maturely considered. It is pro- 
posed by them, to erect a great pe- 
nitentiary house in this metropolis, 
capable of holding from 900 to 1000 
persons, and to be enlarged as might 
be thought expedient or necessary. 
I believe that the very erection of 
•nch a building as this would cost at 
lca.-rt 100,0001. I speak only of my 
own belief ; but, leaving the subject 
of expence out of the question, it has 
been \ery much doubted whether a 
per Lviitury house of that si7e, and 
calculated i o hold that number of per- 
sons, is a good system ; and whether 
a gnater number of penitentiary 
houses situated in different parts of 
the country, capable of holding only 
a much smaller number of persons, is 
not a much more eligible system.’ ’ 

Mr Ryder, therefore, requested 
that Sir Samuel would withdraw his 
motion for the present session, solemn- 
ly assuring him that he would esta- 
blish ». committee early in the next, 
to take the matter intto serious consi- 
deration : the question was neverthe- 
less put to the vote, and lost by a ma- 
jority of 17, after which a resolution 
was pad unanimously for taking up 


the subject early in the next session. 
During the debate, Mr Wilberforce, 
with great good tense, recommended 
that if the punishment of transporta- 
tion were continued in use, it should 
always be for life ; 44 because,” said 
he, “ when the unfortunate person 
reaches his destination, and knows 
that he can never leturn to his native 
country, he makes up his mind to his 
fate. Cut off from those vicious con- 
nections witl>whom he had been ac- 
customed to associate, his mind, if 
it be at all wdl disposed, naturally 
turn* itself to honest employment. 
He. feds that he is now placed in a 
situation, where if he he industrious 
and virtuously disposed, he will re- 
ceive encouragement ; arid he feels a 
natural desire to reform his bad ha- 
bits, sensible that it is the only way 
he can acquire a character, or ever 
hope to rise in the estimation of so- 
ciety. But the man who is transport- 
ed only for a few years, languishes for 
the expiration of that term, which 
will free him from his imprisonment ; 
every act of duty or of expiation im- 
posed upon him, he executes with 
murmuring and discontent, and looks 
only to the day of his departure.” 

While Sir Samuel Romilly thus 
stood forward to alter the criminal 
law of England, the ministry were 
taking measures for benefiting the 
church, by improving the situation 
of the poorer clergy, — a measure 
which Mr Perceval has ever had deep- 
ly at heart. When the House of 
Lords resolved itself into a commit- 
tee on the Appropriation 
Bill, Lord Holland object- June 18. 
ed tothegrant of 100,(X)0L 
to Queen Anne’s Bounty, the sea- 
son, he alleged, being most unpropi- 
tious, when burdens pressed so 'hea- 
vily upon the people, and the grant 
itself being merely temporary, and 
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not forming part of any permanent 
system for ameliorating the lot of the 
poorer clergy. Their relief might 
be effected in a manner much less ob- 
jectionable by means of the higher 
benefices, either by taxing them in 
certain proportions, or by some other 
mode Benefices to which no duty 
was attached might be suspended, to 
form a fund for this purpose ; tmd 
some regulations might also be made 
with respect to livings in the gift of 
the crown. To the$e hints the Earl 
of Harrowby opposed very sufficient 
objections. « About three fifths of 
the livings in this country,” his lord- 
ship said, “ were in lay patronage, 
and the advowsons were a part of the 
estates of the proprietors, bought and 
sold, like other estates, for a valuable 
consideration, upon the faith that 
they were only subject to taxation in 
common with other estates. There 
could be no justice in selecting these 
particular estates to bear exclusively 
a burden which, if necessary for the 
general good, ought to fall equally 
upon all. Taxing the higher clergy 
for the relief of the poorer* was also 
an approach toward the principle of 
levelling : but the inequality of pre- 
ferment was a great advantage, and 
intimately connected with an episco- 
pal establishment. The extremes 
might be too distant, and indeed they 
were so ; not because the highest were 
too high, but because the lowest were 
too low : this evil we were preparing 
tq remedy, but the manner in which 
Lord Holland proposed to remedy it 
w r ould produce greater evils. A tax 
upon the higher benefices would, as 
far as it went, equalize benefices ; 
and inasmuch as it diti that, it would 
lessen the reward of distinction. And 
if, to avoid the injustice of an attack 
upon property, it were confined to 
livings in the gift of the crown or of 
vol. in.’ FAXIT i. 


the bishops, it would bej^plied ex- 
actly where its operation would be 
most injurious for livings in pri- 
vate patronage were usually disposed 
of to the friends, relations, or private 
connections of the patron ; those in 
the gift of the crown and of the 
bishops., formed the chief fund for in- 
citement and reward of merit. And 
as for the suspension of the profits of 
certain dignities, it would be so un- 
productive if confined to few, and so 
subversive of a constituent part of 
our establishment if extended to many, 
that he was not willing to borrow 
from the Roman catholic church, even 
for the relief of the poor, a practice 
which she has usually adopted for 
enriching the affluent.’ 1 

Having thus replied to Lord Hol- 
land’s suggestions, the Earl of Har- 
rowby entered into an explanation of 
the case of the poor clergy, found- 
ed upon th* information which had 
now been obtained upon the subject. 
u The number of livings under 1501. a- 
year was found not to exceed 40Q0,* — 
a smaller number than had been at first 
supposed, and so far satisfactory, as 
it brought complete relief more with- 
in our reach. But on the other hand, 
it had been generally supposed that 
the poor livings were chiefly confined 
to parishes in which the population 
was inconsiderable and the duty light ; 
remote villages, where it was desira- 
ble to give the clergyman a better 
income, because it was not fitting 
that he should receive less than a day- 
labourer, but where his poverty was 
out of sight, and <fid not affect the 
interests of arty considerable portion 
of the community. But it now ap- 
peared, from the accounts which were 
before -the house, that the poverty 
was much greater in a class whose 
labours were most severe, and upon 
whose labours the care of a largf 

t •<* 
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part of fi$e population depended. 
1 here were \92 livings, each under 
3501. a-year, which' comprehended a 
population of 1 ,200,000, while the 
aggregate revenue was only 42,0461. ; 
and it was evident that this statement 
far exceeded the actual incomes of 
those who performed these labours, 
because at least half the parishes might 
be supposed to be held by non resi- 
dent incumbents. According to these 
account t>, <dl livings might be raised 
to 1001. a year in abour 21 \cars, at 
an expence of '2,000 0001. to the pub- 
lic ; and m nine-and-twent y more, at 
th* additional expence of 2,900,(X)0l., 
they would all he raised to 1501. per 
annum. T his was certainly a sum so 
alarming in its amount, that we ought 
seriously to consider whether there 
were any other means of facilitating 
so desirable an object. There were 
two measures which deserved consi- 
deration ; one was the consolidation 
of livings, a practice which had in- 
deed been enormously abused in Ire- 
land,. but under proper restrictions 
might well be resorted to. The other 
Wrif, the increase, by future possessors, 
of the salaries allowed to vicars and 
perpetual curates, where the great 
tithes were in ecclesiastical hands : a 
revival of this princip-e, which had 
been adopted by the crown, and soon 
a{tor the restoration acted upon in 
obedience fro its orders by the higher 
clergy of t be day, and recognised by 
the legislature, would be attended 
with great benefit to the church, and 
great relief to the people." 

Lord Harrowby then proceeded 
to make some observations upon non- 
residence and pluralities. “ The ge- 
neral poverty of the church," he said, 

“ was pleaded as an excuse for non- 
residence ; but it was apparent chat, 
in consequence of non-residence, a 
much larger number of persons were 
* 6 


to be supported by the income of the 
church ; and it was a strange remedy 
for the evil to load with the burthen 
of supporting two persons that in- 
come which was not sufficient for 
one. No curate ought to be permit- 
ted to act on a living where the in- 
cumbent was non-resident, (exetpt in 
the case of the infirmity of the in- 
cumbent) without a licence from the 
bishop, specifying the salary he was 
to receive ; and in livings below a 
certain value, tlm salary should be the 
whole income of the living. The 
present practice, according to which 
the non result incumbents, of li- 
vings of 501. 60!. or 701. a-year, put 
into their own pockets a portion of 
this wretched pittance, and left much 
less than the wages of a day-labourer 
for the subsistence of their curates, 
was far from creditable to the par- 
ties concerned, and calculated to de- 
grade the character of the church. 
Many instances came within his own 
knowledge, in which parishes were 
served for 201. or even for 101. per 
annum ; and in v hick, of course, all 
they knew of their clergyman was 
the sound of his voice in the reading 
desk or pulpit, once a week, a fort- 
night, or a month. This must also 
be the case where c urates are permit- 
ted to serve more than two churches, 
ari abuse which required to be pre- 
vented. 

“ The vsamc excuse wa9 made for 
pluralities, and it was equally in- 
valid, for the pluralists were to be 
found among the rich cleVgy ; and in- 
deed it could not be expected to be 
otherwise, for the incumbent of one 
large living was much more likely, 
from his situation and connections, 
to procure a second, than the incum- 
bent of a smaller one. It seemed 
clear, therefore, either that plurali- 
ties to their present extent were not 
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necessary as a remedy for the pover- 
ty of the church, or that they were 
not so applied as to afford that reme- 
dy. What was the result of all these 
facts ? A complete conviction in his 
own mind, which he earnestly wished 
to impress upon the minds of others, 
that the poverty of the church was 
so clearly proved, as to call, in the 
most urgent maimer, for the conti- 
nued liberality of parliament ; that 
without the continuance of that li- 
berality, it was impossible to provide 
effectually for its relief, and therein 
for the best interests of the commu- 
nity ; but that pecuniary assistance 
alone would not be sufficient to place 
our church establishment in security ; 
that unless prompt and efficacious re- 
medies were applied, wc were tend- 
ing towards that most alarming of all 
situations, in which the religion of 
the established church would not be 
the religion of the majority of the 
people ; and that it was therefore one 
of the most pressing duties of the le- 
gislature, to give this important sub- 
ject full ami deliberate consideration.” 

Earl Stanhope and l,oi d Holland 
both persisted, in reply, that it was 
doing no good to the church to in- 
ci ease. its wealth, — as if the object in 
view had been to add to the incomes 
of the rich clergy, and not that of 
relieving the distresses of the poor. 
The bill passed without any notice 
from the public, the system of silent- 
ly and progressively correcting the 
abuses and ameliorating the condition 
of the clergy not being the species of 
reform which is in fashion. 

Of the miscellaneous business which 
came before parliament during the 
session, it is only necessary to men- 
tion the expulsion of Mr Hunt, a 
member of that house, and treasurer 
of the Board of Ordnance, for having 
absconded, and leaving a balance of 


93,2901. against him ; nn order 
of the benchers of Linen’s Inn, by 
which they refused to admit any per- 
son who had written for hire in the 
newspapers, to do exercises which 
should entitle him to be called to the 
bar. A petition against this order 
was presented from a gentleman who 
was aggrieved by it, and Mr Sheri- 
dan moved that it should be referred 
to the standing committee of Courts 
of Judicature. A speech of Mr Ste- 
phen’s upon this occasion made a deep 
impression both upon the house ami 
the country. Was it,” he said, “ l he 
principle of tin's regulation, that per- 
sons who had at any time written for 
a periodical press, and not written 
gratuitously, were, as such, univer- 
sally unworthy of admission into an 
honourable profession ? a reproach in 
which Johnson and HawkcRWorth, 
Steele and Addison, would have been 
included, was more likely to reflect 
disgrace cm its authors than its ob- 
jects. Was it supposed that persons 
of that description were alway sjdrst i- 
tute of education and liberal senti- 
ments, or were, in point of origin and 
connections in lile, it those were ma- 
terial circumstances, until for the so- 
ciety of gentlemen ? Without admit- 
ting that writing for the periodical 
press, though a man’s original occu- 
pation, and ho wave i long persevered 
in, would constitute any disparage- 
ment, cases might be put, in which, 
from accidental circumstances, a gen- 
tlemau, originally destined to the pro- 
fession of the law, might have been 
driven to engage in such an employ- 
ment as a resource for his immediate 
subsistence, agd continued in it, per- 
haps, but for a brief period, without 
much interruption of his professional 
studies ; and yet by this harsh rule, 
his return to his professional path 
would be for ever cut off. 1 will, for 



2 44 EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810. [Ciiap. 6 . 


instance," caid Mr Stephen, €t sup- 
pose a young^nan, by family and edu- 
cation a gentlemap, *md from his ear- 
liest years designed for the legal pro- 
fession, to be a member of Lincoln's 
Inn, regularly prosecuting* his studies 
as a lawyer, and to have arrived at 
within a year and a half of the pro- 
per-standing to entitle him to be call- 
ed to the bar, when, by the death of 
his parents, and previous family mis- 
fortunes, he finds himself totally de- 
prived of all present means of sup- 
port. The resource which he might 
have found in the aid of near rela- 
tions, is pre-occupied by fellow or- 
phans, who, from their sex and ten- 
der years, are more helpless than him- 
sell ; or perhaps he finds his heart too 
delicate or too proud for dependency. 
He has confidence enough in himself 
to think, that when the time comes 
thar he can put on the gown, he shall 
find in it an ample resource. But what 
expedient can he possibly explore in 
th- mean time for his subsistence ? 
In thjs emergency, a literary friend, 
a man of character and honour, con- 
nected with one of the periodical 
prints, proposes to our young law 
student that he should undertake, as 
a temporary expedient, to conduct, 
for a liberal remuneration, one of the 
departmentsof his newspaper in which 
there happens to be a vacancy. He 
proposes, for instance, that of report- 
ing the debates of this house ; can it 
be doubted, sir, that if the rule now 
in question had not existed, such an 
offer would be joyfully accepted ? Let 
us suppose it then to be so. During 
one session, our young student re- 
ports the debates of t^is house, and 
performs what he finds an arduous 
duty, with satisfaction to his own 
heart, recording honestly and i ?par- 
tially the deliberations of parliament, 
for the information of his country. 


At the end of a single year, he finds 
himself enabled, by the death oPa re- 
lation and its consequences, to resign 
this employment and resume his pro- 
fessional path, and he is grateful to 
heaven for an intermediate occupa- 
tion, which had not only rescued him 
from dependence and want, but im- 
proved his qualifications for future 
success at the bar. But when he pe- 
titions the bench of this society to be 
called, how s<f& would be his disap- 
pointment, how # cruel would be his 
humiliation and distress, to find that 
this inexorable rule of the society has 
given a death blow to his new-born 
hopes ! How would his mind be stung 
when told that the expedient which 
he had regarded with self-coin placcn- 
cy, as his honest refuge from depend- 
ency and distress, had covered him 
with indelible disgrace, and for ever 
barred against him the door of an ho- 
nourable profession ? Sir," said Mr 
Stephen, “ 1 can conceive better than 
1 can express what would be the an- 
guish, and what the indignant feel- 
ings of such a man on such an occa- 
sion. The case that * have described 
is not imaginary ; it really did exist, 
all but the rejection, which did not 
take place, because no such r.ule as 
that in question had then been made. 
In other respects the case is real. 
Thirty years ago, it was the case of 
the individual who has now the ho- 
nour to address you. * It is an inci- 
dent of my life which J am much 
more disposed to be proud of, or, let 
me rather say, to be grateful for, to 
a kind disposing Providence, than to 
blush for. I should indeed blush to 
be supposed to be ashamed of it. I 
do not believe, that any gentleman in 
this house, or in my profession, \yill 
think meanly of me on this account ; 
but should there be such a man, l 
hope I shall never hear of it, for I 
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should be tempted to hold him in 
more contempt than it is allowable 
for us frail beings to feel for any of 
our fellow mortals.** 

Mr Stephen, to whom the house 
always listens with respect, was never 
heard with deeper interest than on the 


present occasion. Not a-voice was 
raised in favour of a measure so illibe- 
ral and so unjust as thatM the bench- 
ers of Lincoln's Inn ; and upon an 
assurance being given that the order 
would be repealed, Mr Sheridan with- 
drew his motion. 
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CIIAP. VII. 


State of the Dispute with America . Intrigues of the French in Canada . Cap* 
lure of Guarfa/oupc, Si Martins , and St pustatius . 


It had been confidently asserted by 
theenemiesof theadministration, both 
in and out of parliament, that Mr Er- 
skine h id not acted contrary to his 
instr uctions in concluding his unlucky 
agreement with America, and that 
the documents which were withheld 
by ministry would prove this, if they 
were laid before the public. These 
documents were called for by Earl 
Grey in the Upper HoClse, and by 
Mr Whitbread in the Lower. It was 
avowed on the part of go- 
Feb- 1. vcrimjeut, that no inconve- 
nience could now arise from 
producing them, and therefore there 
could be no objection to it. 
Feb. />. Mr Canning, who had ob- 
jected to making them pub- 
lic when the publication might have 
been injurious, expressed his desire 
that they might now be printed. “As 
to the compact with America,” he 
said, “ Mr Ei skine, in entering into 
that compact, had totally disobeyed 
bis instructions. A question had then 
arisen between the two countries ; 
the British cabinet being of opinion 
that the agreement ought to be an- 
nulled, the Ameviean, that it ought 
to be kept ; he himself believed that 
good faith was to be kept up between 
the two nations only by a disavowal 
:n ioto of Mr Erskinehs power to 


Co;/,? to any such conclusion as he 
did.” To this Mr Whitbread replied, 
“ that as the light honourable gentle- 
man had declared Mr Erskine guil- 
ty of disobeying his instructions, he 
hoped that when the papers were pro- 
duced he would be competent to ve- 
rify his assertions. For his own part 
he held a very different opinion, and 
pledged himself to show that the sub- 
stance of the instructions had been 
strictly observed. It would then be 
for Mr Canning to show why he ran 
counter to the instructions which he 
had himself given.” 

The papers were accordingly print- 
ed. Several weeks elapsed, and then 
Mr Canning called upon 
Mr Whitbread to make April IS. 
good his pledge. " Ob- 
servations,” he said, “ had been made, 
intimating, that he had told a lie be- 
fore that house, and in the face of 
the world, respecting tfie instructions 
which he, when in office, had given 
to Mr Erskine. The documents up- 
on that subject had now been nearly 
two months before the house, and no 
proceeding was taken by Mr Whit- 
bread in pursuance of the object for 
which he had required them. Hethcre- 
foi e thought it necessary, after such an 
imputation had been cast upon him, to 
ask that gentleman, whether he meant 
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to bring forward any motion upon because? that right honourable gentle- 
this question, and at what time ?” Mr man was not in office, -ytfie did not 
Whitbread replied, “that the pres- think it advisable to agitate the ques- 
aure of public business had prevented tion at present. And as for Mr Er- 
him from reading the papers ; he would skiue, he did not think it necessary 
examine them during the recess, and that any specific motion should be 
if they did not serve to dislodge his made, as his vindication of himself was 
present impressions, he* should ccr- now before the world, Heimnducd 


t ainly feel it his duty to submit a mo- 
tion to the house ” Upon this Mr 
Canning expressed a hope, “ that he 
would either bring tijp matter under 
discussion, or state his reasons for de- 
clining it, so that the imputation of 
which he had reason to complain might 
not remain uncontradicted.” Mr 
Whitbread replied, “undoubtedly,” 
and added, “that hefelt himself bound 
to apologize for the delay which had 
already taken place.” 

About a month after- 
Mrnj 15. wards, Mr Whitbread rose 
to confess, « that, on at- 
tentively reading tin* papers, he did 
think Mr Erskiue had not complied 
with the letter of his instructions, and 
that any person who read them would 
form \ h»- same opinion. Yet, for his 
own part, he altogether agreed in Mr 
It i-^ki ne’s vindication of himself, and 
i bought that the spirit of the instruc- 
tions had been complied with. But 
they appeared to him to have been 
diawu up without a due attention to 
the power vested in the executive go- 
vernment of America,' and without 
adverting to the specific provisions of 
an act of congress. If Mr Canning 
had continued in office, he should per- 
haps have thought it right to make 
some motion upon the subject, think- 
ing that a favourable opportunity of 
reconciliation with America had been 
lost by the rejection of Mr Erskine’s 
arrangement. But as the negocia- 
tioii was still pending, and had lately 
been conducted in a manner perfectly 
smooth and satisfactory, — the more so 


Mr Canning also would be satisfied 
with Ins own exposition of his own 
case ; if not, he or any member might 
make any such motion upon the ub- 
jeet as they thought proper.” 

Upon this Mr Canning, with na- 
tural and becoming warmth, appeal- 
ed to the justice of the house. “ On 
the last clay before the holidays,” 
he said, “ the honourable gentleman, 
having before in no obscure terms 
hinted at the same thing, declared 
that he had asserted that which was 
not true, in asserting that Mr Er- 
skinc had acted contrary to his in- 
structions. He ivas entitled to ex- 
pect either that Mr W hiibrcad should 
support that declaration by arguments 
and facts in a manly manner, or, if he 
were convinced of its fallacy, come 
forward and candidly disavow it. The 
charge affected him most importantly, 
as touching the character of the coun- 
try, and as traducing an individual. 
That individual he had neither tradu- 
ced nor misrepresented. He had affirm- 
ed, and would fearlessly reaffirm, that 
Mr Erskine had acted in direct contra- 
diction to hK instructions, and had de- 
viated both from their letter and their 
spirit ; and tins he was ready to esta- 
blish whenever Mr Erskine’s friends, 
or his own accusers, would give an 
opportunity. If Mr Whitbiead were 
ilut more satisfied with the documents 
than he appeared to he, 1 must tell 
him,” pursued Mr Canning, “ expli- 
citly, that I will accept of no com- 
promise. Labouring, as I have done, 
so long and so anxiously, under cir- 
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cumstanccs of peculiar provocation, lie felt to be a disingenuous proceed- 
I have Gainfully avoided using a sin- ing, by speaking to order, 
gle word orVinkindness or disrespect It was only upon this and a few 
toward the individual who is the sub- prior occasions, when the imputation 
ject of these observations. But when of which he so justly complained was 
so many months have elapsed after cast upon Mr Canning, that America 
his return, during the whole of which was mentioned in parliament duriug 
time the grossest misrepresentations the session/ The opposition, indeed, 
have been circulated against me, and had worn the theme thread-bare, and 
when the documents which elucidate abstained from a topic to which it 
the whole affair are before the house, was no longer possible to attract tins 
is it just that I should be left with- public attention even in the smallest 
out an opportunity of publicly refu- degree ; this alone would have kept 
ting, or a retractation of the charge? them silent, even if they had not felt 
On the one hand, the discussion would conscious how fallacious their own 
enable me to prove the fallacy of the predictions had proved. The very 
accusation ; on the other, a frank newspapers, vlicn a mail from Ame- 
avowal of that fallacy by my accu- rica arrived, hurried over its con- 
gers, would prove to the world how tents ; or if they felt it necessary to 
unfounded had been the charge, i re- enter into them at any length, con- 
turn the honourable gentleman, there- fessed that they entered reluctantly 
fore, no thanks for the little mixture upon a task which would afford no 
of candour in his observations ; the gratification to their readers. Every 
fact is, he cannot, dare not maintain one, indeed, wished that the disputes 
his original position : 1 am ready to between the two countries were 
meet him upon the subject whenever brought to an amicable conclusion ; 
he chuses ; and this is the reception but every one saw that the temper of 
which I give to his overture of pass- the ruling party in America was such 
ing the matter by without debate.” as gave no probability of this, and 
To such a speech there could be the subserviency of the American go- 
but one proper reply, and that re- vernment to Buonaparte was so pal- 
quired too great a sacrifice of party- pable and so abject, that any indigna- 
spirit as well as of pride to be readily tion which the English people might 
offered. Mr Whitbread made answer, otherwise have felt, was precluded by 
lie should not bring forward any mo- contempt. 

tion, because he did not think Mr Early in the year the legislature 
Erskine required any tiling more to of Massachusetts made their protest 
be said in his vindication ; and he against the measures of the general 
again declared, that he was ready to government. “ With the 
meet any motion of Mr Canning's view of an empty treasury,” Feb. 8. 
upou the subject. Mr Morris began they said, “and an abandon- 
again to enter into the subject ; and ed commerce, it is impossible to over- 
then Mr Canning, saying, that while look the defenceless state of the coun- 
a regular charge of official misconduct try. While the American flag will 
was brought against him, the discus- be driven from the ocean, our ports 
sion wair studiously divested of the would be at the mercy of the most 
form 8 of debate, put an end to what formidable navy that ever existed ; 
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and before our fortifications or armies 
could be in a situation to sustain the 
first assaults of the enemy, our cities 
.might be buried in ruins, and our sea- 
coast exposed to inconceivable dis- 
tress. As the miseries of such a war 
would be incurred without adequate 
motive, they must be sustiftned with- 
our a possible chance of indemnity. 
On the ocean Britain is at present in- 
vulnerable : it is only pn the side of 
Canada that the American arms could 
come into actual collision with her 
dominions ; and if the chances of war, 
after a profusion of blood and trea- 
sure, should enable the United States 
to add to their territory, already too 
extensive, thisprovinceof Frenchmen, 
whai would be the value of the ac- 
quisition, and for whom would it be 
acquired? To hold it as a colony, 
would be inconsistent with the ge- 
nius of our institutions. To adopt it 
as a free and independent state, would 
be equally repugnant to the habits 
and wishes of that people. Under 
what pretext could we retain this 
ancient and favourite appendage to 
France, claiming it as her legitimate 
estate, with the voices of a great ma- 
jority of its inhabitants to second her 
pretensions ? It is morally certain that 
Canada, conquered by the United 
States, would, under the patronage 
of France, become a northern hive, 
pouring out successive swarms of 
Goths and Vandals, which, in alliance 
with the savage tribes, would en- 
compass the Union with a belt, — a 
favourite project of the ancient mo- 
narchy, which probably has never 
been relinquished/’ The legislature 
ot Massachusetts did not, however, 
(in their own words) u disguise their 
belief, that neither an exhausted trea- 
sury, nor a ruined commerce, nor a 
depopulated sea-coast, nor the mise- 
ries of a war without a possibility of 


success, or definition of object, would 
constitute the principal disasters of a 
rupture with Great Britain. The 
spirit and resources of the country/* 
said they, " are, under the blessing of 
Providence, sufficient for its defence ; 
but the consummation of the public 
calamities would be found in an al- 
liance with that desolating and gi- 
gantic despotism, which has crushed 
the governments and subverted the li- 
berties of Europe, and whose genius 
is not more hostile to every republi- 
can institution, than to the spirit of 
commerce, by which such institutions 
are cherished and preserved. Nothing 
but a mysterious infatuation can in- 
duce an administration to seek an al- 
liance with a government whose hos- 
tility to the United States has been 
manifested, not merely in misconstruc- 
tions of doubtful points of national 
law, and in the unguarded expressions 
of its public ministers, but in an open 
violation of treaties and contempt of 
neutral rights ; not merely in illegal 
captures and casual injuries, for which 
no reparation has been offered, but in 
an unvaried series of insults and ag- 
gressions, of sequestrations of pro- 
perty upon land, and of plundering 
and burningoitr ships upon the ocean; 
not merely in the impressment of sea- 
men claimed as her own subjects, but 
in the captivity and confinement in 
dungeons of our acknowledged citi- 
zens, without colour of pretence. The 
calamities of such a war would be in- 
deed aggravated by the dangers and 
infamy of such an alliance ; and our 
success, could it reasonably be ex- 
pected, would hasten the period in 
which we should find ourselves com- 
pelled, without any intervening bar- 
rier, to grapple on ou • own soil with 
an enemy who has long made war 
upon us m every possible form except 
that of actual invasion, and who re- 
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serves his most faithful allies for his 
most cjtfniplary victims,” 
ConfoHnably to the spirit of this 
report of their committee, the legisla- 
ture passed resolutions, saying, “that, 
after a deliberate examination of the 
correspondence with Mr Jackson, 
they could perceive no just or ade- 
quate cause fo- the manner in which 
it had terminated ; that the system 
of commercial restraints had been in 
tlie highest degree pernicious to the 
country, and especially to their com- 
mercial state ; that the whole of this 
impotent system had become a subject 
of derision with those whom it was in- 
tended to coerce, and that its mischiefs 
had recoiled upon themselves ; that 
the temporary suspension of these re- 
strictions proved the means which ex- 
isted for pursuing a highly lucrative 
commerce even under existing em- 
bai rassments ; during that interval all 
their shipping was employed, and 
their navigation experienced civility 
and protection from the British crui- 
y.ers, while it was constantly annoyed 
by the depredations of France and 
her allies. Finally, they declared that 
a war with Great Britain would in- 
evit a! ily lead to an alliance with France, 
and thus,” hey said, “ furnish to her 
ambition the means and the pretexts 
for organizing within the United 
States tlie materials and instruments 
for schemes of future domination. 
Those materials unhappily abound in 
the northern frontier, and in our 
newlv-acquired territory in the south. 
From such a contest the United States, 
if unsuccessful, would he compelled 
to retire with a disgraceful surrender 
of the objects of the war ; or if suc- 
cessful, by the contributing to the 
downfal of Britain, would be left 
alone to encounter a power who, when 
unopposed by the navy .of ms pre- 
sent enemy, would call into requisi- 


tion all the resources and energies of 
our solitary republic to defend, in 
doubtful conflict, our liberties upon 
our own shores.” 

Meantime the American govern- 
ment formally required of the British 
court the recai of its minister. Mar- 
quis Wellesley’s reply was in that 
conciliatory temper which has been 
manifested on the part of Ore at Bri- 
tain throughout this long dispute. 
“ The usual course,” he said, “ would 
have been to have conveyed, in the 
first instance, £o his majesty a formal 
complaint against his minister, and to 
desire r.uch redress as might be deem- 
ed suitabL to the nature of the alle- 
ged offence. This course of proceed- 
ing would have enabled his majesty to 
have made such arrangements, or to 
have offered such seasonable explana- 
tions, as might have precluded the 
inconvenience which must always* arise 
from the suspension of official com- 
munication between friendly powers. 
His majesty, however, being always 
disposed to pay the utmost attention 
to the wishes of states in amity with 
him, had been pleased to din-ct the 
return of Mr Jackson to England, 
ordering him to deliver over the charge 
of .affairs to a person properly' quali- 
fied to carry on the ordinary inter- 
course between the two governments, 
which the king was sincerely demons 
of cultivating on the most friendly 
terms ; but he had not marked with 
any expression of displeasure the con- 
duct of Mr Jackson, whose integri- 
ty, zeal, and ability had long been 
distinguished, and who did not appear, 
on the present occasion, to have com- 
mitted any intentional ofFence against 
the government of the United States.” 

This was received by the Ameri- 
can government with their usual un- 
graciousness, and they complained in 
their journals, that Mr Jackson hud re- 
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ceivcd no mark of displeasure from 
his own court, and that a minister of 
equal rank had not been immediate- 
ly appointed to succeed him. But 
the effects of the non-intercourse act 
were felt so severely by the finances as 
veil as by the people, that after va- 
rious mortifications and discussions, 
an act was passed, forbidding the arm- 
ed ships of either Great Britain or 
France to enter any of the 
M ( t // 1 - A merican port and therc- 
by implying that merchant 
vessi Is were to be admitted : it de- 
clared also, “ that in case either Great 
^Britain or France should, before the 
Vv.l of Marcli in the ensuing year, so 
revoke or modify her edicts, as that 
they should cease to violate the ntu- 
tral commerce of the United States, 
which f\et the president should no- 
tify hy proclamation, and the other 
nation did not, within three months 
l hoi ''after, repeal her obnoxious de- 
crees in like manner, then the non-iii- 
tcrcoursc art should revive with re- 
This was con- 
sidered in America as a great triumph 
over the Ficnch party, and so sensi- 
ble were the government of this, that 
more than three months elapsed be- 
fore they made any formal communi- 
cation ~ ' decree to the govern- 
a delay which the 
best political writer among the Ame- 
ricans imputed to u that reluctance 
which men feel at communicating un- 
pleasant information to one, whose 
power is dreaded, and whose temper 
is irritable.” 

This same writer has justly remark- 
ed, that the president and his party 
wcie “ timorous as women in their 
relations with France, froward as 
children toward Great Britain.” On 
the 14th of May, a decree was pub- 
lished at Paris, bearing date from 
Uambouillet, March 23d, and decla- 


ring, « that all vessels under the flag* 
of the United States, orowuedif either 
in whole or in part, by an American 
subject, which, since the 20th May* 
1H09, had entered or should thereaf- 
ter enter any of the ports, either of 
the empire or colonies of France, or 
of the mntries occupied by the 
French armies, should be confisca- 
ted, and the produce deposited in 
the came d* amort moment, or sinking 
fund.” The decree pretended to be 
an act of reprisal for the non-inter- 
course act, and under this impudent 
pretence, all the American proper- 
ty within reach of Buonaparte was 
seized- But the spoil had begun 
long before it was thus legalized by 
the imperial robber : the American 
ships in the Tuscan and Neapolitan 
ports had already been seized, and 
even the nominal governmentsof those 
countries had interfered, a»d sent de- 
putations to Paris to solicit restitu- 
tion of the plundered property ; so 
flagrantly unjust was the measure, 
and so injurious to them as well as to 
the Americans. General Armstrong, 
the minister of the United States at 
Paris, remonstrated against these pro. 
ceedings ; he claimed amends in vain 
for the property which Admiral Bou- 
den had destroyed, burning four Ame- 
rican ships at sea, having first taken 
their cargo, which was afterwards 
sold, and the proceeds shared, as in 
eases of ordinary capture ; and he 
complained of an individual case, 
which was peculiarly iniquitous. The 
American government, uuablc to 
make remittances in payment of their 
national debt to their public credi- 
tors *in Holland, by the ordinary 
mode of bills of exchange, contracted 
with some of their own merchants to 
make it in tobacco, which was ac- 
cordingly shipped for Touningcn, in 
Denmark, to be sold there, and thr* 
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r.i’t proceeds placed in tlic hands of cannot be less their duty to complain 
the ArAerican bankers at Amstei dam. of the daily" and practical outrages 
The shipiailcd with a certificate from on the part of France.” Injury was 
her otvn government, that the voyage heaped upon injury. The American 
was undertaken for the purpose of captains at Naples, though deprived 
effecting a national remittance ; she of all means of subsisting themselves, 
put into the Tcxel in distress, and were obliged to subsist their crews, 
was there taken possession of by a consisting of about 300 men, aud 
French privateer. were menaced with a farther exaction 

In reply to these complaints, M. for port-charges. u This,” said Ge- 
Champagny (a man too infamous for neral Armstrong, “ is, in the language 
the part which he bore at Bayonne, of one of ^he sufferers, literally to 
to have that name cloaked under his strip them naked, and then demand 


title of Cadorc,) informed the Ame- 
rican minister, that as soon as Buona- 
parte was informed of the non- inter- 
course law, it became his duty to reta- 
liate, and these ships had been seized 
because the Americans seized French 
vessels. In this answer there were two 
direct falsehoods ; no French vessels 
had been seized in America, and the 
non-intercourse lawhad been known by 
Buonaparte nine months before these 
pretended reprisals ware made. Ge- 
neral Armstrong was told also, that 
the United States had nothing to 
complain of against France. u What,” 
said he, in his official rc- 
March 10. ply, “ is the capture aud 
condemnation of a ship, 
driven on the shores of Holland by 
6tress of weather and the perils of 
the sea, nothing ? Is the sequestration 
of so many cargoes brought to France 
in ships violating no law, and admit- 
ted to regular entry at the imperial 
custom-house, nothing ? Is the viola- 
tion of our maritime rights, consecra- 
ted as they have been by the solemn 
forms of a public treaty, nothing ? In 
a word, is it nothing that our ships 
are burnt op. the high seas, without 
any other offence thap that of belong- 
ing to the United States ? Surely, if 
it be the duty of the United States 
to resent the theoretical usurpations 
of the British orders in council; it 


from them the expence of doing so.” 
Our Englirh papers commented with 
due severity upon this new instance of 
Buonaparte's public faith. <f Some 
new name,” they said, “ was required 
to designate it ; piracy would not do, 
neither would the mere term robbery 
suffice ; it was a non -descript kind 
of iniquity, never executed by any ci- 
vilized government from the founda- 
tion of the world. And it was well 
remarked, that whether the Ameri- 
cans might now be provoked to make 
war upon France or not, France 
was actually making war upon them 
in the only way she could ; for as to 
capturing their vessels upon the high 
seas, England disabled her from that, 
and she could only seize them when 
they were decoyed within her reach.” 

The property seized amounted to 
more than an hundred millions of 
franks, a sum of which the magnitude 
alone, the American minister obser- 
ved, rendered hopeless all attempts 
at saving it. General Armstrong ex- 
pected that these new wrongs would 
compel his government to manifest a 
proper resentment. « If,” said he in 
his dispatches, “ I am right in sup- 
posing the emperor has definitively 
taken his ground, I cannot be wrong 
in concluding that you will imme- 
diately take yours.” But Buonaparte 
well knew with whom he was dealing. 
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and that while America was ruled by 
a party so entirely devoted to him, he 
might insult, and injure, and plunder 
the Americans at his pleasure. He 
had a double object in view, to re- 
plenish his treasury by confiscating 
their property, and to draw them into 
a war with England ; and he conti- 
nued steadily to pursue the first ob- 
ject, by confiscating American pro- 
perty, under the pretext of reprisals, 
for six weeks after the set of con- 
gress, by which the pretext of repri- 
sal was done away, had been publish- 
ed in the Moniteur. On the fifth of 
•August, Champagny addressed a let- 
ter to General Armstrong, saying, 
“ that the emperor had only then 
been apprised of the act of the first 
of May, and that he could have wish- 
ed that both this and the other mea- 
sures of the American government 
which relate to France had been offi- 
cially communicated to him, for in 
general he only became acquainted 
with them by indirect means long 
after their date ; and from this delay 
serious inconvenience resulted, which 
would not have occurred had there 
been a prompt and official communi- 
cation.” The French government 
has so long proceeded upon a delibe- 
rate system of lying whenever it suits 
its purposes, that a direct falsehood 
like this, which Buonaparte put into 
his minister’s moulli, excited no sur- 
prise, and scarcely any indignation. 
M. Champagny proceeded to state, 
that the emperor approved of the em- 
bargo, although it had cost him Cay- 
enne and his sugar islands ; but there 
was nothing in that act offensive to 
the honour of France, and he made 
this sacrifice without a complaint, to 
the principle which inspired the Ame- 
ricans wit n the noble resolution of in- 
terdicting themselves the use of the 
sea, rather .than submit to the Jaws of 


those who wish to become its tyrants. 
But the non -intercourse act/fas par- 
ticularly injurious to France ; it in- 
terdicted to American vessels the com- 
merce of France, while it authorised 
a trade with countries under French 
influence and denounced confiscation 
against all French vessels that should 
enter the ports of America Repri- 
sal was a matter of right ; the digni- 
ty of France, which it was impossible 
to compromise, required it, and the 
sequestration of all the American ves- 
sels in France was the necessary re- 
sult. “At present,” pursued M- 
Champagny, “ the congress treads 
back its steps. It revokes the non- 
intercourse act. It engages to op- 
pose such of the belligerent powers 
as vshall refuse to recognize the rights 
of neutrals. In this new state of 
things, the decrees of Berlin and Mi- 
lan are revoked, and from the 1st 
of November they will cease to be in 
force ; it being understood that incon- 
sequence of this declaration the Eng- 
lish shall revoke their orders in coun- 
cil, and renounce the new principles of 
blockade which they have attempted 
to establish, or that the United States, 
conformably to the act of May 1st, 
shall cause their rights to he respect- 
ed by the English/' The French 
minister concluded in these words : 
“ It is with the most particular satis- 
faction that I inform you of this re- 
solution of the emperor. His majesty- 
loves the Americans. Their prospe- 
rity and their commerce enter into 
the views of his policy. The inde- 
pendence of America is one of the 
prinpipal titles of the glory of France. 
Since that epoch the emperor has felt 
a pleasure in aggrandizing the Uni- 
ted States ; and in all circumstances, 
whatever contributes to the independ- 
ence, the prosperity, and the liberty 
of the Americans, will be regarded 
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by the emperor as conformable to 
the int^sts of his empire.” 

The proofs which Buonaparte had 
given ot his love for the Americans 
were not less unequivocal than his 
wishes for the independence, prospe- 
rity, and liberty of any country in 
, the \yorld. ( Yet notwithstanding this 
mockery, Mr Maddison thought pro- 
per to accept the promised revoca- 
tion, as if there had been no impossi- 
ble condition annexed to it of a sur- 
render on our part of our maritime 
rights ; and accordingly, on the 2d of 
November, lie issued a proclamation, 
declaring, that France having with- 
drawn her obnoxious decrees with re- 
spect to America, all restrictions im- 
posed by previous acts should cease 
and be discontinued in relation to 
France and her dependencies. A cir- 
cular notice was issued at the same 
time to the different ports, giving or- 
ders that if Great Britain did not in 
like manner revoke ’or modify her 
edicts violating the neutral commerce 
of the United States by the 2d of 
February next, from that day the 
interdict should be enforced against 
her. When the president communi- 
cated these proceedings to 
Dec . 5. congress, he remarked that 
it would have well accord- 
ed with the conciliatory views which 
France had manifested, if the confis- 
cated property had been restored. 
Such a measure was expected, but 
the expectation had not been fulfil- 
led. The chief cause of complaint 
upon which he insisted against Eng- 
land, was not the orders in council, 
issued in consequence of the Berlin 
and Milan decrees, but the previous 
act of Mr Fox’s administration, en- 
forcing what he c.Jled a novel and il- 
legitimate blockade ; so that ui.Vss 
Great Britain would permit, the ene- 
my to carry on their trade from port 


to port along their whole line of coast 
under the American flag, there seem- 
ed no means of terminating our dis- 
' pute with America, and at the year’s 
end no progress had been made in this 
endless negociation. 

iC Wh^t,” said Mr Emott in con- 
gress, “ has been the effect of the 
restrictive laws on the British pro- 
vinces ? Let the merchants of the 
trading towns of the Hudson answer 
you. Before the embargo, the Ca- 
nadas were in a sickly state ; they are 
now healthy *and flourishing. For- 
merly their chief trade was with the 
Indians and f r furs ; now they arc 
rivals in your own business 1 -with your 
most commercial states. While our 
capital and enterprise has been de- 
creasing, theiis have been increasing ; 
and in proportion as our trade has 
been humpcicd and diminishing, the 
commerce of the British provinces 
has been fostcied and extended itself. 
There is no deception in this ; many 
of the trading towns in the interior of 
the state which 1 have the honour to 
represent will be rny witnesses. A»k 
their merchants why they are idF and 
about to remove, and they will an- 
swer you, that you have driven their 
customers and their business to Cana- 
da, and that they must follow them.” 
Canada is perhaps at this time the 
most flourishing part of the world ; 
every commercial difficulty in which 
Great Britain has bpen involved has 
only occasioned a greater demand for 
her produce, and opened new markets 
for her merchants: the people are 
under a government as mild as our 
own \ they enjoy the full benefit of 
our protection and our free trade, and 
bear no part of our burdens ; but 
though it has been in our possession 
for half a century, no measures have 
been taken for making the English 
language the mother tongue of the 
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people, and till that is done they will 
continue to regardthemsrlves as under 
theyok. of strangers. Of this France 
is sufficiently aware ; the ambition of 
that government is always well second- 
ed by the zeal and address of its emis- 
saries ; they inflamed the sjyrit of dis- 
affection which already existed, and 
they used the liberty of the press as 
an engine for overthrowing the only 
government in the’world under which 
it is enjoyed, except the American, — 
a branch from the same root. These 
machinations were discovered in time, 
and the most conspicuous 
• March 20. leaders of the factious ap- 
prehended. The procla- 
mation which General Craig publish- 
ed upon this occasion was singularly 
eloquent and affecting. After no- 
ticing the folly and the falsehood of 
their complaints of oppression, “ For 
what purpose,” said the veteran go- 
vernor, “ should I oppress you ? Is it 
to serve the king ? Will that monarch, 
who during fifty years has never is- 
sued one order, having you for its ob- 
ject, that was not for your benefit 
and happiness ; will he now, beloved, 
honoured, adored by his subjects, co- 
vered with glory, descending into the 
vale of years, accompanied with The 
prayers and blessings of a grateful peo- 
ple, — will he, contrary to the whole 
tenour of a life of honour and virtue, 
now give orders to his servants to op- 
press his Canadian subjects ? It is im- 
possible that you can for a moment 
believe it ! You will spurn from you, 
with just indignation, the miscreant 
who will suggest to you such a 
thought. Is it for myself, then, that 
I should oppress you ? For what 
should I oppress you ? Is it from am- 
bitiop ? What can you give me ? Is it 


for power > Alas ! my good friends, 
with a life ebbing not slowly to its 
period, under the pressure of disease 
acquired in the service of my cdun* 
try, I look only to pass what it may 
please God to suffer to remain of it 
in the comfort of retirement among 
my friends. I remain among you only 
in obedience to the commands of my 
king. What power can I wish for ? 
Is it then for wealth I would oppress 
you ? Inquire of those who know me 
whether I regard wealth. I never 
did, when I could enjoy it ; it is now 
of no use to me : to the value of your 
country laid at my feet, 1 would pre- 
fer the consciousness of having con- 
tributed in a single instance to your 
happiness and prosperity. These per- 
sonal allusions to myself, these de- 
tails, in any other case, might fee un- 
becoming and beneath me ; but no- 
thing can be unbecoming or beneath 
me that can tgnd to save you from 
the gulf of crimes and calamity into 
which guilty men would plunge you.” 

Canada was not the only place 
where the French were intriguing to 
recover their lost colonies. The peo- 
ple of Martinique were discontented, 
as the British government were warn- 
ed that they would be, by the impo- 
licy (to use no harsher term) which 
excluded their produce from th<. Bri- 
tish market.* General Ernouf, the 
governor of Guadaloupe, was well 
aware of this, and failed not, by means 
of his emissaries, to foment a disposi- 
tion, which, by finding employment 
for the British force, might delay or 
avert the danger that*he apprehended 
to himself ; for he well knew that the 
French would not long be left in quiet 
possession of tlieir last and strongest 
island. His government knew this 


See our last year's volume, p. 084. 
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also, and relying on* the strength of 
Guadak>ik>e if it were sufficiently gar- 
risoned, they made every effort to 
throw in succours, generally by means 
of single ships. Four of their ves- 
sels, however, were fortunate enough 
to effect their escape out of harbour 
together ; two were frigates of 48 
gun6, carrying 300 men each,the other 
two ships of the same size, armed en 
Jlute , with 20 guns each, and having 
cn board 400 troops with 
Dec . 18. military stores. Captain 
1809. Shortland, in the Junon 
frigate, with the Obser- 
vatcur brig in company, fell in with 
them about 1.50 miles to the wind- 
ward of Guadaloupe ; they were un- 
der Spanish colours, and answered 
correctly the Spanish private signals 
which be made. Being thus decei- 
ved, he stood toward them, but when 
he came within gun-shot lie began to 
suspect his danger, and gave orders 
to put the ship about. At that mo- 
ment French colours were hoisted, 
and a broadside poured into the Ju- 
non* which killed the man at the 
helm ; the one who took his place 
did not correctly hear the orders, and 
the ship in consequence, instead of 
rnnning between the two headmost 
frigates, sheered on board one of 
them, and was immediately closed by 
the other on the opposite side, it 
ivas no longer possible to escape, and 
all Captain Shortland could do was to 
maintain the conflict to the utmost, and 
give the enemy sufficient employ ment 
to prevent them from pursuing the 
brig. He had owty tyv6 hundred men : 
the two larger frigates lay one on each 
side of him j of the others, one bad 
passed Jlcr bowsprit Over the Junon s 
starboard, the other over her larboard - 
quarter, and a most destructive fire 
was poured in from all sides, the mus- 


kets of the troops being particularly 
galling. Captain Shortland attempt- 
ed to board, but the boarding party 
were almost all cut off by a general 
volley directed against them. It was 
long before the enemy ventured to 
make the f same attempt ; they were 
three times repulsed in it ; at length, 
however, they succeeded, and after 
an action of an hour and a quarter, 
the Junon struck. Ninety of her men 
were killed# aud wounded, and the 
hull so complete a wreck, that the 
enemy set fire 'to her the next day. 
The captain was dreadfully wound- 
ed, his head hung the only part about 
him unhurt ; it is not known that 
any man ever received so many severe 
wounds in one action : to the last 
moment he had headed the men, with 
a pike in his hand, till a langridge 
shot laid kjm senseless on the deck. 
He was carried on board the French 
ship with great difficulty, a very heavy 
sea running at the time ; there he 
was placed in the captain’s cabin, but 
upon a false alarm that an English fri- 
gate was in sight, the French cleared 
for action, and he was removed into 
the gun* room. These removals iji-f 
creased his sufferings, and the enemy 
being obliged to run into a small 
creek for fear of the English instead 
of enteriug Basseterre, he was carried 
in an open canoe under a scorching 
sun 13 miles to the hospital. 

His right leg was amputated above 
the knee ; there was, however, little 
hope or possibility of his recovery. 
On the part of the French medical 
staff, every thing was done toalleviate 
> his sufferings. General Erpouf, it is 
said, never offered him a single com- 
fort, nor sent a single message of com- 
plimentary inquiry or condolence ^he 
gave orders, how ever, that every mili- 
tary honour should be paid to his re- 
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mains, when after sue weeks suffering, 
during the whole of which time he had 
neyer Deen able to sit up in his bed, 
’ this brave man was released by death* 
Captain Shortland’s request was, that 
*no catholic prie6t, nor any emblem of 
the catholic religion, might be seen 
at his funeral ; Tor he was especial- 
ly anxious to have it known, that 
tnough it was his lot to die among 
catholics, he died a firm and fervent 
believer in the protestant faith. Ac- 
cordingly, a British uftion-jack was 
used tor his pall,— ino fitter could 
have been devised for such a man, and 
the funeral service was performed by 
thepurser of the Junon. 

The prisoners taken in the Junon 
were immediately exchanged ; for 
Buonaparte coula not afford in the 
islands to condemn his own soldiers 
and seamen to life-long imprisonment, 
for the sake of gratifying his hatred 
of the English, as be does in Europe. 
In one of the cartels, General Er- 
nouf sent two officers to Martinique 
to organize the intended insurrection, 
which was to begin when the garri- 
son was weakened, by having part of 
its force embarked against Guada- 
loupe. The project .was detected by 
the English governor just when the 
last ship of war was working out of 
the bay to join the expedition, and 
in time to recal her. The prisoners 
were immediately confined in the fort, 
and the guns turned upon the town ; 
and the emissaries being seized and 
their whole plans discovered, the is- 
land was made as secure as it could 
be under its unfavourable and hope- 
less circumstances. 

The action in which Captain Short- 
land received his death-wounds has 
never been surpassed in the annals of 
the British navy. He knew that it 
was impossible to escape; but he 
VOL. Ul, PART I. 
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hoped that, by resisting to the last, 
the enemy fright be prevented from 
pursuing iheTjrjg in hiS company, 
and that the intelligence might thus 
be communicated of the French squa- 
dron. On the third day after the Ac- 
tion, the Ob$ervateur reached Mar- 
tinique. Admiral Cochrane imme- 
diately put to sea 9 but the brig had 
spoken with one of pur light squa- 
drons on the way, and when the Ad- 
miral, having obtained intelligence 
that two of tne French frigates were 
in Ance le Barque, to the 
N. and W. of Basseterre, Dec . 18, 
arrived there with the in- 1809. 
tention of attacking them, 
he found the squadron under Captain 
Ballard, of the Sceptre, ready to cotn- 
mence the attack. The two frigates 
were those which were armed enjl\ite\ 
they were moored with their broad- 
sides toward the entrance of the bay, 
and protected by several batteries : 
the batteries were stormed, and the 
enemy deserted their ships and set fire 
to them. The log-book of one was 
found, and it bore a high but unin- 
tended testimony to the galTantry 
with which the Junon had been de- 
fended ; for it was alleged as a rea- 
son why the Observateur had not 
been pursued, that they could not 
spare ope of the frigates for that pur- 
pose. 

The preparationsfor attacking Gua- 
deloupe were completed about the 
middle of January ; the troops un- 
der Lieut. -General Sir George Beck- 
with, the naval force under Vice-Ad- 
miral Sir Alexander Cochrane. The 
first division, undfef Major-General 
Hislop, anchored at Gosier, landed 
without opposition at the village of 
St Marie* on the evening of the 27th, 
and marched onwards to Cabester- 
re> on the road to Trois Rivieres. 

t * 
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The second division, under General 
Harcourt* made a feint against Trois 
Rivieres, which prevented the enemy 
from making a stand at the difficult 
pass of Trochien ; and having effect- 
ed this, it was landed to the north of 
Basseterre, near the River du Plessis, 
about three leagues from the town. 
The reserve, under Brig.- Gen. Wale, 
remained at St Marie, to cover the 
landing of the provisions and stores * 
and having done this, it joined the first 
division at the Three Rivers. The 
enemy abandoned their batteries just 
as the British advanced ; and finding 
their right threatened by General His- 
lop. they abandoned also their works 
at Palmistc and Morne Houel s this 
latter position being of great import- 
ance, was occupied by General Wale. 
On the morning of the 3d, General 
Hislop marched from Palmiste, and 
crossed the river Gallion at the only 
practicable pass. One of his brigades 
took post about a mile from the bridge 
of Noziere, on the river Noire j the 
other occupied a house where the 
French had abandoned a magazine of 
provisions. The enemy meantime had 
retired beyond the bridge, having the 
Black River in their front, and their 
left extended into the mountains, so 
as to render the position secure. Their 
main object had been to defend the 
passage of the river, and Sir George 
Beckwith perceived that it was ne- 
cessary to attack their left wing by 
the mountains, difficult as the attempt 
was, from the nature of the ground, 
and the means of defence which had 
been provided ( General Wale was 
tent upon this service. 

The River de la Pere was fo be 
crossed. General Wak found a guide 
who pledged his life that he would 
guide him across by a route vhich 
was less than half the length of that 


marked in his orders ; there was no- 
time to consult the commander-in- 
chief, but this officer did not hesitate 
to profit by such important intelli- 
gence, and Sir G. Beckwith appro- 
ved afterwards entirely of his deci- 
sion. The road was too difficult to 
be attempted in the dark ; an imme- 
diate attack therefore was resolved 
on. General Wale forced the pass of 
the river, notwithstanding the natu- 
ral advantages of defence which it 
afforded had been well improved by 
evriy obstruction which the French 
could place there, and by abbatth lined 
with troops. The British marched 
about 100 yards through brake* and 
bushes on the farther bank, the front 
companies then branched into three 
columns, and rapidly ascended the 
heights ; as they approached the sum- 
mit the ascent became steeper, and a 
destructive fire from 500 of the ene- 
my's best troops wa9 poured down 
upon them. But they gained the 
summit, and finding the French post- 
ed behind abbattis and stockaded re- 
doubts, advanced to them, reserving 
their fire till they were within five- 
and-twenty yards, then closed with 
them, andput them to flight in a few 
minutes. The whole action, from the 
time the passage of the river had been 
won, continued an hour and a half $ 
it was exceedingly severe, from the 
nature of the ground. General Wale 
was wounded, so also was Major Hen- 
derson, who first ascended the heights, 
and four captains ; four lieutenants 
were killed, and above eighty men 
killed and wounded. This exploit 
decided the campaign ; no sooner had 
General Ernouf perceived that his 
flank was turned, and the heights in 
ossession of the British, than he 
oisted the white flag. The troops 
surrendered prisoners of war, to be 
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lent to England. The French part The commodore then tailed for St 
of the imaA of St Martina was in- Eustatius, which surrendered without 
eluded in the capitulation. CoBuno- resistance s and thns the enemy were 
dore Fahie took possession of it on deprived of their Iaat possession in the 
the 14th, and the Dutch governor » Columbian islands, 
yielded the other part before night. 

I 
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CHAR VII I t 


Rise, Progress, and Termination of the Disturbances at Madras . 


ur arms were equally successful in 
the Indian as in the Caribbean seas ; 
but the British conquests in that part 
of the world were preceded by an 
unexpected naval loss, and by events 
of the most alarming nature to our 
Indian empire. In March 1808, Sir 
George Barlow, then governor-gene- 
ral of Madras, received orders to car- 
ry into effect certain military reforms, 
for the purpose of reducing the ex- 
pences of the presidency, which every 
year greatly exceeded its revenues. 
One of these retrenchments was the 
abolition of what is called the Tent 
Contract. By this contract, which 
was established in 1802, every officer 
received a certain monthly allowance 
to provide himself with camp equi- 
page, and the commanding officers of 
the native troops received in like man- 
ner an allowance for providing the 
camp equipage of their corps. These 
allowances were calculated upon the 
supposition, that what the officers 
saved in time of peace, would indem- 
nify them for the losses incident in 
war. 

In all our Indian wars, there had 
always been found the most perious 
difficulty in providing for the draught 
a^ &E&nage of the army ; operations 
of. ■» greatest importance having 
often bedn retarded by this cause, to 
the imminent hazard of their failure. 
The movements of Hyder and Tip- 


poo were as expeditious as ours were 
dilatory, because an establishment of 
public cattle formed part of the mili- 
tary system of the Mysore govern- 
ment. Upon the conquest of My- 
sore, the British government continued 
and extended this important branch 
of the commissariat. These cattle 
were only employed in drawing ar- 
tillery ; but it was thought that the 
same system might advantageously 
be extended, and the camp equipage 
conveyed in the same manner ; and 
in 1807, Sir John Craddock, the 
then commander-in-chicf, informed 
the quarter-master-general, Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Munro,that having long 
given his attention to the subject, he 
was convinced that the tent contract 
was founded upon an erroneous sys- 
tem, both as relating to public eco- 
nomy, and also to the equitable in- 
demnification of commanding offi- 
cers through the vicissitudes of peace 
and war ; ne therefore required- the 
quarter-master-general to take the 
subject into his special consideration, 
and draw up a plan which should se- 
cure the two essential points of effi- 
ciency and economy, for unless these 
points could be secured, he would not* 
disturb the existing arrangements. 
Colonel Munro accordingly prepared 
a statement in obedience to this or- 
der. His opinion coincided with that 
of the commander-in-chief. « Six , 
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years experience,” he said, “ of the of that experience which arose from 
practical effects of the existing ays- their respective situations.” 
tem of the camp-equipage equipment Two other military arrangements 
of the native army* had afforded means were part of the reform. One was 
of forming a judgement relative to its the discontinuance of what wer$ call- 
advantages and efficiency, which were e<J subordinate commands. The oflfi- 
not possessed by the persons who cers appointed to these commands 
proposed its introduction,” Among possessed a considerable share of civil 
the observations which an attentive and political power, but the changes 
examination of its operation during which had taken plaee in India ren- 
sip years had suggested, he remark- dered such ajppointments no longer 
ed, that “ it incurred thcfrexpence of necessary, and when they ceased to 
placing the whole army in a state of be necessary, they became injurious ; 
complete preparation for field move- but the officers had diways been de- 
ments, in respect to camp equipage sirous of obtaining them, and the di- 
* and regimental stores, while a great minudon of them from between 40 
part of the native army must, from in- or 50 to 5 or 6, was subtracting so 
evitable circumstances, be at all times many prizes from the lottery in which 
in garrison, in a situation where those they had embarked. The other re- 
equipments are entirely unnecessary;” lated to the Bazar allowance. A tax 
that, “ by granting the same allow- had formerly been levied upon arti- 
ances in peace and war for the equip- cles sold in the Bazars, or markets of 
ment of native corps, while the ex- military stations, the commanding of- 
pences incidental to tliat charge are ficers generally regulating the amount, 
unavoidably much greater in war than and taking the whole to themselves, 
in peace, it placed the interest and. This abuse had grown into a custom, 
duty of officers commanding native In 1796, it was abolished in Bengal, 
corps in direct opposition to one an- but it continued in Madras till 1802, 
other ; made it thfeir interest that when it was abolished there also, as 
their corps should not be in a State u a system not less incompatible with 
of efficiency fit for field service, and thepreservationof military order, than 
therefore furnished strong induce- with the rights conferred on the na- 
ment to neglect import- tive subjects of the empire under the 

ant duties and that, “ by charging * protection of the civil tribunals.” As 
them with extensive concerns imme- an act of indulgence, it was then re- 
diately affecting their private kite- solved that certain duties should be 
zests, it was calculated, particularly collected under the civil authorities, 
in the field, to divert their attention and divided in prescribed portions 
and their pursuits from the discipline f among the officers, who had been ac- 
aad management of their corps, ob- customed to consider the old exac- 
jecta that $hould furnish them with 4 ttons as their right $*but it was now 
sufficient employment for the whole thought proper to withdraw this al- 
of their time.” This report Sir J. lowafree. These measures were all 
Cfaddock laid before the government, advised by the commander-in-chief, 
expressing his entire concurrence in . Sir J. Craddock, and received the co- 
sts sentiments, and saying, that “they tire approbation of the thed gover- 
were the result of their joint reflec- nor, Lord William Bentinck : they 
tion on the subject, and were the issue recommended, at the same time, that a 
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certain compensation should be grant* army should be placed on the same 
•d for these various reductions. allowances as the army of Bengal ; 

Shortly afterwards a change in the and with the view of obtaining this, 
Madras , administration took ulace. they proposed an address to the go- 
-The government devolved on Mr Pe* vernor-general of India, Lord Minto, 
4rie tiU Lord William Bentinck’s sue- stating that it was scarcely possible, 
lessor should arrive, and Sir J • Crad- with the x^ost rigid economy, to make 
dock was succeeded by Lieutenant- their present pay and allowances suf- 
General Macdowall. But the Court of fice ; that the Court of Directors had 
Directors having passed a resolution, declared they would put them On the 
that the commanders-in-chief at the same footing as their fellow soldiers 
subordinate presidencies should not in Bengal ;imd that “ having patient- 
hold a seat in council, General Mac- ly waited in anxious and respectful 
dowall did not succeed to all the pri- , silence, lipping that a claim found- 
vileges of his predecessors. Mr re- ed on impartiality and justice would 
trie concurred entirely in the reforms have attracted the favourable notice 
which the preceding government had of their* superiors, they trusted that 
proposed ; and when Sir G. Barlpw their long forbearance would give ad- 
entered upon his office, he received ditional weight to a cause, where the 
orders to carry them into effect. At interests, future prospects, and wel- 
the same time, in pursuance of Sir J- fare of so many were deeply concern- 
Craddock’s advice, a certain compen- ed.” This address was circulated for 
aation was decreed. He had recoin- signatures, and privately communica- 
tnended that commanding officers of ted to General Macdowall, who sent 
corps should in time of peace receive it to Sir G. Barlow, with a letter 
the full batta of their rank, and when equally explicit of his disapprobation 
in jhc field the full batta of the next of the proposed measure, ‘and of his 
•uperior rank ; that the full batta of own discontent. “ Having no recol- 
the next superior rank should be lection,” he said, “ of any such in- 
drawn by officers holding government tention thing entertained by the court, 
commands ; and that officers com- or of any promise upon the subject, 
fnanding two or more corps should he presumed that the officers were 
receive brigadiers allowance both in acting under a mistaken notion ; but 
garrison and camp. The supreme go- ip any event it would demand the 
vernment did not sanction this briga- , most serious deliberation, to effectual- 
diers allowance during peace ; but at ly check the spirit of remonstrance. 
Sir G. Barlow’s particular recom- Many people,” he Continued, “ are 
mendation, the Madras government likely to view the present application 
> took upon themselves to grant it, sub- as a futile and puerile attempt, and 
ject to the confirmation of tlie Court * unworthy of further notice ; but 'my 
ofe Directors. ,** Upon this occasion judgement and experience lead roe to 
Gtfcer# Macdowall expressed his sa- believe that the seeds of discontent 
tisfa^m at the liberality of the go- are yery widely disseminated, andal- 
verhlnerit; and his opinion that the most every individual in the served is 
army hdff.0iuse to be satisfied. more or less dissatisfied. .Every niSm 

But neitfferiSic Officers nt>r the ge- ,J ifttist be sensible of the causes which 
neral himself were satisfied. The of- <b¥ve led to this position.' The abo- 
ficera were desirous that the coast lition of the Bazar fund first, and 
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lastly the degradation of the military was therefore incumbent on the com- 
character, from the commander-in- tnander-in-chief to exert his authority 
chief to the youngest ensign; the for the Suppression of this memorial 
late reductions, and especially the ab- and for bringing to punishment those 
rogation of the .tent contract, are, who : had beerl most active in sup- 
aiming others, prominent features ; porting it, if hrrhappily it should be 
and I must lament the expediency Drought beforfe hittV m such a form as 
which occasioned these ^disgusting might render it necessary for him to 
measures.” take the subject imp public delibera- 

His own feelings could not be tion.” 
more clearly expressed. General Mac- It had been well if General Mac- 
dowall, however, did hi| duty upon dowall’s subsequent conduct had been 
this occasion. He addressed a cir- governed by the same principles ; but 
cular letted to the officers his exclusion from the council was 
May 26. commanding the principal rankling in his breast, though he had 
• LS08. divisions of the army, say- accepted the command under thatcon- 

ing, “ that from whatever dition, and this disposed him but too 
quarter the address had arisen, no much, first to lend an ear to the corn- 
doubt could be entertained of the pro- plaints of the army* and afterwards 
priety of adopting the earliest mea- to make common cause with them, 
sures for checking such proceedings. A copy of the quartcr-master-gene- 
He was not aware of any order or raPs memorial concerning the tent 
declaration of the Court of Directors, contract became public ; the officers 
such as the memorial alluded to ; on who bad enjoyed the benefit of this 
the contrary, that court had in nu- contract took offence at the reasons 
merous instances rejected claims, both which be had alleged, and presented 
in the civil and military branches of a formal charge against him to the 
the service, founded on a comparison commander-in-chief, accusing hi;n of 
of the allowances at the different pre- “ conduct unbecoming the character 
sidencies ; and they had repeatedly of an officer and a gentleman, for ha- 
prohibited the agitation of questions ving, in his proposed plan for the abo- 
calculatedto establish the principle on lition of the tent contract, lately held 
which the present claim was founded, by officers commanding native corps. 
But the memorial was liable to other made use of false and infamous insinua- 
serious objections ; it was a direct tions* thereby (such were the words) 
breach of the orders of government, tending to injure our characters as 
, which prohibited under tne strongest officers, and otherwise injurious to our 
injunctions the publishing of any ad- reputations as * gentlemen.” Four- 
dress to the army, or to any division and-twentyofficers signed this charge, 
of if;, without previous sanction. It and upon these grounds General 

• 

* It is worthy of remark, that one of the wannest advocates of the Madras army, 
t who enters fully into their complaint, that th8 tent contract was repealed on an .im- 
plied distrust of the honour of the army, expressly states that it vit&fvunikdoji the 
same feeling. “ Marquis Cornwallis,” he says, “ supposed that if he could give cer- 
tain individuals aparticular interest in the equipage, and the cattle necessary to con- 
vey it, such circumstance would operate more powerfully than the influence of mere 
duty to the preservation of those objects.” 
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Macdowall placed Colonel Monro un- 
der arrest. The quatter-mastcr-ge- 
neral immediately addressed a letter 
to the chief secretary of government, 
which he enclosed to the commander- 
in -Chief, that it might pass through 
his hands, conceiving, as he said, that 
every officer holding a situation un- 
der the government was entitled to ap- 
peal to it on points connected with 
his public conduct, and involving con- 
siderations connected with the au- 
thority and the measures of govern- 
ment. General Macdowall refused to 
forward the appeal, saying, that in a 
question purely military, and which 
rested entirely on his own judgement, 
he could hot compromise the hjgh si- 
tuation ip which he was placed. ^ The 
present attempt to make a reference 
to a civil governor was unexampled, 
he said, and could not be sufficiently 
reprobated, as striking a blow at the 
root of military authority. He had 
the uncon troujied and unalienable right 
of judging of the conduct of every 
officer under his cotnmand, and could 
not but view the present application 
as extremely indelicate and disrespect- 
ful. Upon this Colonel Munro ap- 
pealed directly to the government, 
saying, he should never have taken 
this step had the subject been pure- 
ly of the military nature which the 
commander-in-chief was pleased to 
state. 

In consequence of this appeal^ Ge- 
neral Macdowall was informed by the 
efttef secretary, that the act upon 
which the charge against Lieut.-Col. 
Murirq was founded, was now the act 
of ^b^nmenf, having been approved 
ana adOjmfin the most formal man- 
ner 5 an^pt the governor in council 
never eimu givt* nis concurrence td 
the exposure^ of a public officer to 
obloquy and degradation for Opinions 


which he had expressed in the fulfil/ 
ment of his public duty, approved * 
and confirmed as those opinions had 
been by every competent authority# 
It was farther observed, that some 1 , 
previous communication from the r 
commanderjin.chief might have been ' 
expected, since it was impossible that 
this business could be brought under 
the cognizance of a cdUtt-martial 
without involving a discussion and 
trial of the pfiblic measures of the go- 
vernment ; the governor also declared, " 
that he could not but deeply feel the 
sentiments which his excellency Had 
expressed in some part of the papers 
which were before government ; but 
waiving all considerations of that na- 
ture, he earnestly recommended that 
Colonel Munro ahotild be released 
from arrest. j General Macdowall re- 
plied, that he could not comply with 
this recommendation; the question 
was strictly military, and he could not 
evade bringing it to issue without 
compromising the honour of the whole 
army. He added, that he should di- 
rect a charge to be exhibited against 
Colonel Munro for disrespect to the 
commander-in-chief, in presuming to 
address government, it being contrary 
to established order, subversive of 
military discipline, and in opposition 
to the custom of the service* The 
government then issued an order that 
Colonel Munro should be released, 

* Thus far the government had be- 
haved with remarkable temper and 
forbearance* It had even erred on the 
side of forbearance, in condescending 
to take the opinion of the judge-ad* 
Vocate-gencral upon so clear a point ; 
for if upon such a point the quar* 
tCr-master-general could be liable to 
a court-martial, there was to all -in- 
tents an end of the civil power. The 
point at issue was in fact not between 
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Colonel Munro and the officers who 
accused him, but between the govern- 
ment and a faction in the army. It 
has been asserted, that no open dis- 
content appeared before jthe quarter- 
master-general’s paper was made pub- 
lic ; that there was no opfn mutiny, 
no explosion, is certain ; but there is 
incontestible proof that the train was 
laid long before. The Madras mili- 
tary letter, of October 21 at, 180?, in- 
formed the Court of Directors, that 
u a very dangerous spjrit of cabal had 
shown itself among several officers in 
their army ; inflammatory " and fac- 
tious proceedings were complained 
of ; and this disposition,” it was said, 
u had been greatly inflamed by the 
impunity with which one officer had 
been hitherto enabled to brave and 
insult the authority of the govern- 
ment ; every means of the most public 
nature having been taken, at some of 
the principal military stations, to hold 
up that officer as the champion 6f the 
rights of the company’s army, and as 
one whose example called f<?r general 
imitation.” This spirit of insubor- 
dination and cabal existed, long be- 
fore Sir G- Barlow assumed the go- 
vernment, or it was even known that 
he would be appointed to it. His 
appointment, perhaps, accelerated the 
crisis ; it excited jealousy, because he 
had been bred in Bengal. To appoint 
a person to the government of one 
presidency whose life has been passed 
in another, does not indeed seem, a 
wise measure, because it implies that 
the advantages of local and personal 
knowledge may . be dispensed / with, 
but our home system of government 
has familiarized us to absurdities of 
tbis kind ; apd as the appointment of 
a person who had never before set foot 
in India would have given no displea- 
sure, none ought to have been felt, 


for surely a governor might as well 
come from Calcutta as from England. > 
This, however, gave occasion to the 
discontented to complain' of a system 
of favouritism ; he had given his ear,^ 
they said, to a set of men who abused 
it $ and the quarter-ma9ter-general f 
. because he was one of those who pos- 
sessed bis confidence, became, for that 
reason, an object of hatred. 

The presidency was at this time 
not less agitated by civil dissentient, 
into the detail of which it would be 
tedious to enter. The ablest and 
wisest governor would have found his 
situation difficult ; and whether a sys- 
tem of conciliation, uniting generosity 
with firmness, could have allayed the 
general agitation, is doubtful ; but it 
certainly was not attempted. Sir G. 
Barlow seems to have thought that 
firmness alone was sufficient, and that 
the way to make the authority of go- 
vernment respited, was to punish any 
person who displeased the governor* 
UpGn this angry and vindictive sys- 
tem, some persons were displaced from 
their official situations, others degra- 
ded, others, by distant and unwelcome 
appointments, banished from Madras. 
Some of these examples may have 
been expedient, but most assuredly 
some of them were arbitrary, oppres- 
sive, and cruel ; and the general fer- 
ment and general disgust which such 
measures created, encouraged the dis- 
contented officers, whp found the ci- 
vil servants of the company ready to 
sympathize with them, because they 
were exasperated by .their own grie- 
vances. Things wen? in this state 
when General Macdowall embarked 
for ErigUnd, and from this time it is 
difficult to say' whether the conduct 
of the army or of the government was 
most censurable, till, by theimpru. 
dence and intemperance of both, a 
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crisis was brought on, which decided 
the guilt of one party, without ex- 
culpating the other. 

General Macdowall took 
Jan. 2 Si leave of the army in fare- 
180V. well orders, which, hke the 
general tenour of his con* 
duct, were calculated to inflame their 
already irritated minds. But he left 
behind him a far more offensive pa- 
per, which, in the form of general 
orders, was published on the very day 
that he put to sea, and when he was 
already far from land. This paper 
stated, that the conduct of Colonel 
Munro, in making a direct appeal to 
the civil power, “being destructive 
of subordination, subversive of mili- 
tary discipline, a violation of the sa- 
cred rights of the commander-in - 
chief, and holding out a most dan- 
gerous example to the service ; Lieu- 
tenant-General Macdowall, in sup- 
port of the dignity of the profession, 
and his own station and character, 
felt it incumbent on him to express 
his strong disapprobation of Lieut.- 
Col. 'Munro’s unexampled proceed- 
ings, and considered it a solemn duty 
upon him to reprimand Lieut.-Col. 
Munro in general orders. 0 General 
Macdowall had not yet resigned the 
command, probably for the purpose 
of leaving this insult behind him, and 
it was understood that he meant to 
send his resignation from Negapatam, 
where the ships were to touch, or 
from Ceylon ; but as soon as this act 
of defiance to the civil government 
was made known to Sir G. Barlow, 
that gpvernor ordered signal to be 
made tayecal the ships, meaning igi- 
snedi a$f)r to have removed the gene- 
ral from command. The signal was 
either not perceived, or not obeyed, 
and the ship, with all on board, ha- 
ving been lost upon the passage, Ge- 
neral Macdowall never learned the 


consequences of his conduct, nor re- 
ceived the censure which he deser- 
ved. 

It cannot be doubted that the 
spirit of insubordination which infect- 
ed the army had been encouraged by 
the public as well as private conduct 
of this general ; this last act might 
have given to the governor every ad- 
vantage which he could desire, but 
Sir G. Barlow immediately put him- 
self in the wjjong, and, acting as in- 
temperately towards the military as 
he had already “done towards some 
of the civil servants of the company, 
gave them, fr >r the first time, just 
reason to complain. He 
suspendedthedeputy-adju- Jan. 81. 
tant general, Major Boles, It 09. 

who had signed the gene- 
ral order. Upon this the adjutant- 
general, Colonel Capper, informed 
the governor that he was the respon- 
sible person; for the paper would 
have been issued under his signature, 
if he had not been engaged in accom- 
panying the commander-in-chief on 
board ship. Sir G. Barlow then, 
without remoringthe suspension from 
Major Boles, suspended Colontl Cap- 

E sr also. It was intimated to Major 
oles, that any expression of apology 
on his part would be accepted ; but 
he rested his defence upon the ground 
of military obedience. Any nesita- 
tion, he said, in issuing the general 
order, would have rendered him, in 
the opinion of any court-martial, de- 
serving the severest punishment of the 
highest military crime. What he had 
done was an act purely of necessity, 
not of free will. What would be the 
consequence, he asked, of proclaiming 
to men with arms in their hands, that 
they are at liberty to question and 
discuss the legality or expediency of 
* peremptory order fiom a military 
superior? For himself, he solemnly 
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declared, that when he signed the or- 
der, he considered it his indispensable 
duty so to do $ for* as a soldier*, he 
had no alternative between tacit obe- 
* dience and mutiny. Sir G. Barlow* 
on the other hand* maintained* that 
if officers should once ^ptablish the 
principle that they were bound to 
obey all orders of the commander-in* 
chief* without reference td their le- 
gality* any factious or imprudent com- 
mander might* at anytime, set' the 
authority of the government at de- 
fence, and even supersede it altoge- 
ther. — The governor's reasoning was 
just, but it did riot apply to the pre- 
sent instance, which was hot an ex- 
treme case. t iiis next incisure was 
more erroneous, and in every point of 
view utterly inexcusable. Major Boles* 
being anxious to bring his own case 
before the Court of Directors with 
the least possible delay, applied for 
leave to go home ; his first applica- 
tion remSned unnoticed* till, upon 
making a second, the leave was refu- 
sed. Major Boles applied a third 
time ; the net pay only* he represent- 
cd, was allows! to officers under sus- 
pension, and this was very insufficient 
to support him in India for the length 
of time "flat must elapse before the 
decision of the Court of Directors 
upon his case could be obtained ; his 
dther resources were in Europe* and 
delay must be very distressing to him ; 
he therefore -begged leave to repeat 
his request* that ne might be permit- 
ted to return by the ship Lushmgton* 

' and as this permission had been grant- 
ed to Colonel Capper* his superior* 
who was in the same predicament with 
^hiiriself* he trusted the governor would 
.' see the justice of affording him the 
; same opportunity of appealing in per- 
son to the Court of Directors. * 

This application was also reefed ; 


the Lushington Sailed; and three days 
after she sailed, Major Boles was told 
he was at liberty to go to * . 
Europe, when there, was Match 4. 
no probability that any op- 
portunity of obtaining a passage would 
occur for many months. Being thus 
compelled' to remain in India against 
his will, he broke up his little esta- 
blishment* and sold his effects to en- 
able him to live. No man’s conduct 
could possibly have been more inof- 
fensive ; arid when he heard that the 
governor was displeased at his dining 
at the public mess, he ceased to do 
so. But though he wris far from 
making himself the rallying point of 
disaffection, that rallying point he na- 
turally became. The discontented 
officers took advantage of the flagrant 
injustice of his case, and drew up an 
address to him, expressing u their 
marked approbation of his conduct,” 
and "thrfr surprise and concern at 
the severe arid unmerited punishment 
inflicted on him, for having Obeyed 
the orders of the commandfer-iri chief 
in a case purely military ; a question,” 
they said, " which involved circum- 
startces essential to their best interests, 
and fundamental to the character and 
respectability of the army.” They re- 
quested u the honour of repairing his 
injuries, as far a9 lay in their power* 
by subscribing and paying to him 
monthly the full amount of that pay 
and staff allowance, of which he had 
in this extraordinary manner been de- 
prived. And as his conduct,” they 
said, u was exactly conformable to 
what they would have pursued, if they 
had been placed in his situation, they 
could not avoid making his cause 
their own’; and, under cxistiugeir- 
Cttoistances, such mutual support ihust 
be expected- arid accepted! by all who* 
’1$e* himself,* had, or might become 

* O'* ** *' 1 ■ » ’ - f 
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sufferers throughany such exception- 
able measures On the part of the civil 
government.” That Sir G. Barlow 
might not remain ignorant, or appear 
to be ignorant of this address, it was 
officially communicated to his mili- 
tary secretary. 

To Major Boles no farther blame 
can be imputed, than that he accept- 
ed the pecuniary support which was 
thus offered him ; and upon this point 
it would be more equitable to praise 
him had he declined it, than to cen- 
sure him for the acceptance. The 
act itself* on the part of the officets, 
would havc'been honourable to them- 
selves as well as to him, had not both 
the motive and the manner been so 
obviously factious. Major Boles had 
never made his injuries a subject of 
reference to the army, or to any part 
of it ; never provoked the addresses 
nor the relief which they offered ; and 
never acknowledged the receipt of 
them, nor returned his thanks for the 
voluntary assistance which the army 

f ave him. The offence of the officers, 
owetfer, was visited upon him, and 
Sir George Barlow ordered, that is, 
in fact, banished him from Madras to 
the more distant settlement of Bengal, 
entailing on him, as he complained, 
reat and inevitable essence, while 
is allowances were taken from him, 
and when he had no immediate means 
of his own to defray the heavy char- 
ges which were thus arbitrarily im- 
posed upon him. In Bengal Major , 
Boles continued the same retired and 
inoffensive conduct as at Madras ; he 
removed as soon as he could from 


Calcutta to the Danish settlement of 
Serampore, for the purpose, of avqitU 
iug as much as possible' his brother 
ameers, lest, he should be suspected 
of making himself conspicuous ; and 
there he remained till ne>wa* finally 
ordered for England*. 

The same 1 spirit wa& displayed to- 
wards Lieut. -Col. Martin ; that of- 
ficer, who was deservedly obnoxious 
to the government* for coming for- 
ward as one/^f the accusers of the 
quarter-master* general, had obtained 
leave to return to England in the 
same fleet with General Mac do wall. 
Accordingly he came to Madras in 
December, and took his passage in a 
ship which was expected to sail on 
the 39th of January ; but on the 21st 
he was desired not to leave the presi- 
dency, the judgeadvocate-general ha- 
ving requested the governor to detain 
him, in order that he might appear in 
supportof the charges'against Colonel 
Munro. Nothing can more clearly 
show the vacillation of the governor’s 
councils. It is said that the judge- 
advocate -general called upon Colonel 
Martin soon after his leave was re- 
called, and told him that if he would 
apologize for having signed and for- 
warded the charges, lie should be per- 
mitted to proceed on his passage; 
but the offer was received with scorn 
and contempt. Whatever truth f 
there may be in this, it is certain that* 
a week after the fleet had sailed. Sir 
George Barlow changed his mind, 
withdrew the prohibition, and, 1 ex- 
pressing his regret for the inconve- 
nience to which Colbnel Martin, had 


f It is so stated in an " Account of the Origin. Progress, and Consequences of 
the lateBiscon tents of the Army on the Madra&lE stab) ten ment,’ * Cadelland Davies, 
work written in the most violent party spirit, and which, in some points 
respecting Colonel Martin, is certai Jy not accurate; for it says that the ship was 
td sail on the 29th, and that his leave was recalled on the night of the 28th. The 
anginal papers, which have since been laid before parliament, disprove this state- 
iptfent. . ' ~ . 
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been thus subjected, directed that he 
should be reimbursed for the loss of 
his passage $ and accordingly 1000 
star pagodas \vere paid him by the 
public treasury. 

In this instance the government 
showed a sense of justice, in which it 
was wanting toward Major Boles. 
But the vindictive disposition which 
it had manifested every day received 
fresh provocations ; for when the dis- 
contented officers perceived, that in 
one instance the civil authority had 
been evidently in*the wrong, they 
were enabled to deceive themselves, 
and give to the mutinous proceedings 
in which they had embarked a sem- 
blance of just and honourable feelings. 
Colonel Munro being the chief ob- 
ject of their dislike, they shunned his 
society with the most studied marks 
of contempt. Captain Marshal, the 
secretary of the military board, who 
had frequent occasion to meet him on 
duty, shunned him upon all other oc- 
casions, as a man with whom it was 
disgraceful to hold communion : he 
was dismissed from his situation, and 
ordered to Vizagapatan, about 500 
miles distant. The intentional insult 
could not be mistaken ; but there was 
an arbitrary character in the punish- 
ment, whicn, though legal upon mili- 
tary principles, made it nevertheless 
an odious act when it proceeded from 
the civil government.^ It Was, how- 
ever, apparent at this time that the 
army were determined to try their 
strength against the governor, hoping 
either to induce the directors to su- 
persede him, or that they themselves 
by repeated insultsshould compel him 
to resign. Their hatred of Colonel 
Munro had now extended to Sir G« 
Barlow, and they began, as the phrase 
is, to send him to Coventry also. His 
invitations wereuniformlyrefused, and 
an officer belonging to ag institution 


formed for the instruction of young 
officers, wa a expelled from the society 
of his* fellows, because he had attend* 
ed at an entertainment given at the 
Government House. An outrage like 
this could not > be passed over; they 
wcr<* informed, that if they did not im- 
mediately amend their conduct, they 
would be ordered to quit the institu- 
tion and join their cpips. They re- 
plied, that the regulations of the ser- 
vice allowed to officers, in common 
with other gentlemen, the privilege 
of making their own choice of com- 
panions for their private society, and 
as they did not chuse to hold any 
farther acquaintance with the ^gentle- 
man in question, they held themselves 
justified in the measures which they 
had taken. In consequence of this, 
they were ordered, without delay, to 
join their corps, because of their irre- 
gular conduct. One corps was or- 
dered toVelJore, because Major Boles 
had dined at their mess, before he 
knew that his appearance there was 
considered offensive. Another, it is 
said, was threatened by General Gow- 
die, the new commander-in-chief, that 
they should be sent to one of the 
mo9t distant stations, because the of- 
ficers refused to dine with Sir George 
Barlow. These facts may have re- 
ceived their colouring from the heat 
or the malice of party ; but the im- 
pression which results from a dispas- 
sionate perusal of the statements of 
both parties is, that there was a mu- 
tinous disposition on the one side, and 
an arbitrary one on the other. 

Matters were precipitated by ame- 
.morial which tne officers drew up, 
addressed to the governor-general, 
exhibiting their grievances, and ex- 
pressing their sanguine hope and 
entreaty, that the supreme govern- 
ment might in its wisdom bemduced 
to appease their just chims, and to 
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anticipatejthe extreme crisis of their ment as all ifttidt, r sttd drewup * sir- 
agitation, by releasing them from the cular fetter ta the other Officers bf 
controul of a ruler, whose measures, the company’^ service, asWirif^^hftfe 
guided by the counsel of their impla- that they vWne toot divested or those n 
cable enemies,” they said, “are equal* feelings which had ljeeto •excited*'' # 
ly detrimental to the interests or the throughout the army; that they would 
state, as they are repulsive to the assist in supporting those officers who? 
feelings of a loyal and patriotic ar- had incurred, the displeasure of go- 
my/ 1 This memorial was circulated vernment for their exertions in a just 
with great secrecy through the dif- cause ; and that they were ready to 
ferent military stations for the pur- contribute in any legal measures of 
pose of obtaining signatures, so that temperance, (Jignity, and firmiless, 
some weeks elapsed before the go- which might be thought effectual to 
vernment could distinctly establish remove the cause* of the present dis- 
thc fact. As soon as that was done, content, and to restore their brother 
the memoral was censured in general officers to tnc honourable situations 
orders, as calculated to destroy every from which they had been removed, 
foundation of discipline, obedience, At the same time they addressed a 
and fidelity ; and several memorial to the governor, remonstra- 
May 1. officers, wno were suppo- ting against the late acts of govern- 
sed to have been most ac- ment, and particularly the order of 
tive in preparing and circulating it, the 1st of May. w This order, sir,** 
were suspended From the service, and they said, " removing from their si- 
otherB removed from tjie command tuations and involving in disgrace so 
and staff appointments which they many valuable and respectable offi- 
held. In these orders the governor cers, for their zeal and exertions m a 
expressed his satisfaction that the ma- cause which their act* have rendered 
jonty of the army had resisted all sacred to the army, has excited such 
participation m these improper and great and general irritation, that wc 
dangerous proceedings. u It waB an nave strong reasons to fear the most 
act of justice, 91 he said, u to the fatal and disastrous consequences. 
king 9 8 troops, to declare his entire Under these impressions we feel corn- 
approbation of the order, discipline, pelled to make some efforts to avert 
and steady adherence to duty which the evils we see impending, or what 
they had invariably manifested. *His may be the possible and probable con- 

E resent information did not enable sequences,-— the separation of the civil 
im to distinguish all the troops of and military authorities, the destfUc- 
the company’s service who had ma- tion of all discipline and subordination 
nifested the same dispositions, but he among the native troops, the ultimate 
deemed it proper to notice the exem- loss of so large a portion 6f the Bif- \ 
plary conduct of the Hyderabad sub- tish possessions in India, and the thread - 1 
sidiary force." This portion of the ful blow it will inflict on the mother 1 * 
army wat thus mentioned because the country.” A n hundred and fifty-eight * 
officers on that station had not sign- officers of the Jaulnah and Hyderabad 
ed the inflammatory papers which forces signed this memorial r “ the * 
were in circulation ; but no sooner possible and probable consequences ’* 
did the general orders reach Hydera- they thus distinctly perceiveo, and ha- 
bad, than they resented the compli- ring this distinct perception of the 
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clanger, assured the governor of their 
opinion, that nothing but some act of 
conciliation on his part could tend to 
lessen or remove it. The specific act 
which they advised was the rescinding 
‘the order of May lstai»4rest#rittgaU 
the officers who had been suspended ; 
in other words* the complete submis- 
sion of the government to the will 
and pleasure of the army* 

This declaration of tne troops at 
Hyderabad may be considered as the 
signal of rebellion. Committees of 
correspondence wereammediately ap- 
pointed at the principal military sta- 
tions, for the purpose of organizing 
the means and measures of farther re- 
sistance. This spirit extended itself 
beyond the presidency, and a depu- 
tation was sent from the Bombay 
army to the army of Madras, to as- 
sure them of their unanimous M wish 
to afford every facility which might 
lay in their power towards procuring 
redress against the tyrannical apd op- 
pressive conduct of the governor of 
Madras and his advisers.” Things 
were in this state when the opinion 
of the supreme government was made 
known by a letter from Lord Minto : 
the substance of this letter was, that 
he approved all the measures of Sir 
George Barlow, and assured him of 
his firm support. The form was 
most extraoidmary. It was a prolix 
examination and discussion of a ill the 
grievances and measures complained 
of, analysing, dividing and subdivi- 
ding them, and arguing upon them, 
pro and con, through 95 numbered 
paragraphs. From an ordinary ob- 
server it would have been considered 
as a pamphlet, in which the good 
sense of the matter lay smothered un- 
der the formality and dulneps of the 
method. ^ But for a state paper the 
composition was unique ; it provo- 
ked the patience of the mostjudiffe* 


rent reader, and what must the effect 
have been upon the exasperated minds 
of a mutinous army ! 

The first act of open mutiny wae 
committed at Masnlipatam. The Ma* 
dras European regiment, which was 
stationed at that place, had for some 
time been remarkable for its insub- 
ordination, and in consequence of this 
spirit Lieut.-Col. Innes r an officer of 
approved zeal and fidelity, was or- 
dered to take charge of it, and at the 
same time appointed to the command 
of the garrison. To this no opposition 
was made ; but the conduct of some 
of the officers on the very evening 
of his arrival was of such a nature, 
that he deemed it proper to advise 
their removal, and this was immedi- 
ately resented by all their comrades. 
It happened that at this time the ad- 
miral upon the East India station had 
applied for 100 Europeans, to act as 
marines on boayd the fleet. The Duke 
of York had recently ordered that 
the king's troops Bhouid not be em- 
ployed m this manner, except in cases 
of the greatest emergency ; and the 
Madras government, for the purpose 
of complying at once with the admi- 
ral^ request and these orders, and 
likewise of weakening a disaffected 
regiment, oidered a detachment of 
three officers and 100 men to embark. 
The thing itself was customary, but 
its purport was obvious in tht present 
instance ; and it was easy for the fac- 
tious officers to persuade the men that 
this was only a preliminary step to 
breaking up the regiment, and trans- 
ferring the men to£he navy. These 
representations succeeded, and* had 
b«en preconcerted, Colonel Innes was 
seized, and placed under close arrest, 
while Major Storey, the officer next 
in seniority, assumed the command of 
the garrison, and affected to excuse 
this act of mutiny as necessary, to pre- 
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vent worse consequences, >As soon 
as this was hnpl^na^ Madras, Lieut.* 
Col. Malcolm was sept to take the 
cpnunapd* with discretionary powers 
tq act as h$mfeht think most advisa- 
ble* Bat CoL Malcolm did not act as 
f^e government had expected $ he 
did not communicate to the men a 
^distinct and public disavowal pf that 
intention which had been falsely im- 
puted to the govemment 9 and was so 
Jjnpressed by a sense of the general 
discontents and the imminent danger 
which it threatened, that he recom- 
mended to Sir George Barlow, as the 
only means of averting the most dread- 
ful calamities, to modify the orders 
of May 1st, restore all the officers 
who had been suspended, and inform 
the army that their chums to the Ben- 
gal allowance would be laid before 
the Court of Directors. 

Had such advice been followed it 
would have been fatjJ to the civil au- 
thority ip India. But Sir G. Bar- 
low, however reprehensible in some 
of his former measures! acted through 
the 4 remainder of the storm with due 
firmness and decision. It was now 
manifest that the factious officers were 
determined upon rebellion, if they did 
not succeed in intimidating the go- 
vernment into submission. A batta- 
lion from Hyderabad had been or- 
^ dered to inarch to Goa : the officers 
informed the commander upon that 
Station, Lieut.-Col. Montrasor, that 
having united among themselves and 
with the whole army to obtain a re- 
dress of grievances, they would not 
submit to any attempt todivide them ; 
and the battalion should not march, 
because they were assured of its at- 
tachment, 'and might soon need its 
* services. .This resolution was follow- 
ed by a Memorial, in which, ; n addi- 
tion to their former demands, their 
insisted upon the trial of Lieut»-CoL 


Iunes for his conduct at Masulipa- 
tam, and the removal from dScq pf 
the officers of the geperaMtaff yfbojn 
they supposed to be the advisers of 
government. The force at Jaulnph 
prepared an address to Lord Mufto 
jn the same spirit, requesting that he 
would proceed to Fort St George, 
assume the government of the presi- 
dency, and relieve the army from the 
intolerable oppression under which 
they laboured. 

The government being now fully 
aware of its danger, took every means 
tor crushing the rebellion before 
acquired greater strength. The king's 
troops were loyal: application wps 
made to Bombay and Ceylon for 
such reinforcements as could be spa- 
red, and arrangements were malfe for 
placing the principal bodies of the 
company's troops at the same sta- 
tions with the regiments of the line ; 
but a design on the part of the dis- 
contented officers having been either 
suspected, or discovered, to seize on 
the seat of government, it was found 
necessary to encamp the disposable 
troops of the centre division in the 
vicinity of Fort St George. The 
next measure was to secure as many 
of the native troops as possible, which 
could only be done by apprising them 
of the designs of the factious officers, 
and removing those officers from au- 
thority* To effect thin in the mild- 
est manner. Circular orders were sent 
to all the commanding officers,' requi- 
ring them to assemble all the 'Euro- 
pean officers under* their command, 
and call upon them to subscribe a de- 
claration, that they would obey/the 
orders and support the authority of 
the governor m council. Such as re- 
fused this test were to be allowed* 1 to 
resign, drawing their ordinary a&tfw- 
anee* at such stations On the tea-coast 
as they might chuse for their tftsi- 
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dence, between Sadras and Negapa- 
tan, until the state of affairs and the 
temper of their own minds should ad- 
mit of their being again employed 
with advantage to the btate. After 
'• these orders should have been exe- 
cuted, the commanding officers were 
instructed to assemble all the native 
officers, to explain to them that certain 
factious Europeans, in pursuit of ob- 
jects entirely personal to themself s, 
had formed designs of the most cri- 
minal nature, and werc^desirous of 
involving the native taoops in the guilt 
and danger attending their execu- 
tion 5 to show them how they had 
been deceived, and to impress upon 
them that their first duty was to the 
government. 

The governor was satisfied that 
this important measure could be car- 
ried into effect at all the stations 
south of the river Kistnah without 
material difficulty, because in that 
part of the country the company's 
troops were under the controul of 
the regiments of the line. In the 
whole of the centre division of the 
army they were carried into complete 
execution, though almost all the of- 
ficers refused the test, and were in 
consequence immediately removed. 
The native troops recognised at once 
the obvious principles of duty which 
were stated to them, and unanimous- 
ly declared that they would main- 
tain their allegiance, and obey no 
• orders but those of the government 
and of the officers whom the govern- 
ment might appoiut. The same re- 
sult took place in the ceded districts. 
A greater number of officers were 
found loyal at Trichinopoly than at 
any of the former stations. The com- 
manding officers in Travancore, Ma- 
labar, and Canarer, hesitated to offer 
the test, and represented to govern- 
ment their fear of the consequences ; 
vox. 111. PART i. 


but upon the order being repeated 
they obeyed, and the measure was 
effected with perfect success. The 
same facility was not found in My- 
sore, the northern division, and Hy- 
derabad* When Colonel Davis pro- 
posed the test in Seringapatam, lie 
was pm under arrest, ana the mu- 
tineers seized the public treasure. 
They persisted in their purpose, but 
they soon repented of the personal 
violence jvhich had been offered to 
Colonel D«\vis, and allowed him to 
return to Mysore, from whence he 
sent the declaration to the commander 
of the garrison, Lieut. -Col. Bell, re- 
quiring him to tender it. That offi- 
cer returned it with his own single 
signature ; every other person, he 
said, had rejected it, and signed in 
its stead a paper declaring that they 
would not obey the orders, nor sup- 
port the authority, of Sir G. B*rIow. 
He himself hji lost all authority, 
nevertheless he would remain in the 
fort as long as he conceived his pre- 
sence might be of service to the 
state. — But notwithstanding tfip ex- 
plicit protestation of obedience which 
Colonel Bell had signed, he sanction- 
ed all the measures of the mutinous 
officers by his presence, and acted as 
member of a committee which, under 
the name of the Committee of Safety, 
had taken upon itself the command 
of the garrison. They drew up the 
bridges, cut off all communication 
with the country, seized the pay- 
master’s chest, sent out a detach- 
ment which intercepted a sum of 
30,000 pagodas tljen on its way to 
the paymaster from the ceded dis- 
tricts, ordered a party 9f the king’s 
troops to leave the garrison, and call- 
ed to their assistance two battalions 
from Chittledroog. 

There was now no alternative but 
to crush these rebels by force. Mr 
+ 



m EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810. [Chap. 8. 


Cole, the resident at Mysore, and 
Colonel Davis, called upon the ra- 
jahs government for assistance : they 
received from Poorniah,the dewan or 
prime minister of that government, 
the most ready and cordial co-ope- 
ration ; the whole resources of My- 
sore were placed at their disposal, 
3000 horse were directed to invest 
the fort at Seringapatam and cut off 
its supplies, troops were summoned 
from Bangalore, and a detachment of 
Mysorean troops ordered to intercept 
the battalions from Chittledroog. It 
was supposed at Mysore that Colonel 
Bell had either been compelled to 
remain by the garrison, or induced 
to do so by the hope of moderating 
their proceedings ; but that officer, 
a week after lie had signed the de- 
claration, addressed a letter to Colo- 
nel Davis, saying that he considered 
Seringapatam in danger of an attack 
from the Mysore g'wernment ; that 
it was his duty not to deliver it up 
except to legal authority; and re- 
questing that this liis deteimination 
might be communicated to the go- 
vernor-general. At the same time he 
dispatched a letter to Poorniah, com- 
plaining of his cutting off supplies 
from the fort, accusing him of having 
broken the tieaty with the British go- 
vernment, and threatening him with 
vengeance. 

The Mysorean detachment, under 
Ram Row, fell in with the battalions 
from Chittledroog about thirty miles 
from Seringapatam. They wei e com- 
manded by Captain Mackintosh, to 
whom Ram Row personally commu- 
nis ated the orders which he had re- 
ceived to prevent the advance of these 
troops : this only drew forth a leply 
from Captain Mackintosh, that he 
was determined not to adopt any of- 
fensive measures, and that the My- 
sorean might do as he thought pro- 


per. Upon this Ram Row applied 
to the resident for farther instruc- 
tions : a paper was then sent him, 
signed by the resident and Colonel 
Davis, stating that the farther ad-, 
vance of this corps would not be per- 
mitted ; that the officers must either 
sign the declaration, or accept the 
alternative of retiring ; that any at- 
tempt to advance would be resisted 
both by Ram Row and the troops 
from Rangcalore, under Col. Gibbs ; 
and that if they persisted in their 
march they would be considered as 
enemies to the British government. 
The offii^rb, in contempt of these 
orders, continued their advance, de- 
luding the men under their command 
by the most villainous artifice : they 
persuaded them that Poorniah was m 
lcbcllion, and that they were march- 
ing to secure Seringapatam for the 
British government, in concert with 
the troops from Bangalore. This 
is the foulest blot in the whole of 
these disgraceful transactions ; by 
this wicked and detestable falsehood 
the native troops wcic persuaded that 
they were acting in obedience to the 
company, and in that persuasion their 
officers led them on to rebellion, and 
exposed them to be cut down as re- 
bels. They pursued their march, and 
were in consequence opposed by the 
Mysoi c horse and Colonel Gibbs, who 
was encamped within three miles of 
Seringapatam. An action took place 
in sight of the walls, during which 
the fort cannonaded the camp, and a 
party of the rebels sallied, but were 
driven back. About c lQO of the sepoys 
who had been so infamously deceived 
by their officers were killed and wound- 
ed, the lest dispersed, and most of 
them found their way into the fort. 
During the night the garrison kept up 
a heavy fire upon the camp, and bom- 
barded it, with no other effect than 
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that of killing some of the follower, 
and thus adding more innocent blood 
to that which already lay upon their 
heads. Colonel Davis now, though 
labouring at the tun. under ase vc re in- 
disposition, took the command of the 
loyal troops, and blockaded the fort. 

While these things were passing 
at Seringapatam, the prospect of af- 
fairs it Hyderabad was not less ahrm- 

ing It was thought expedient >y 
th< governor to appoint Colonel Close 
to the coimn md of tUt subsidiary 
force at tliat station, *and intrust him 
to c i ry the test into effect , for it 
was supposed that if my min could 
siuc td in cstonng suboidination. it 
w u Id be that ibl< and highly di tin- 
guisucd officei . The fictions olH 
C eis, awai c of his oh cct, ind drtad- 
ing his nresi iuc, suit i lcttei, which 
met urn oi th way, txpicssin< due 
respect foi his chi acU i and talents, 
and a confidence th it he might bung 
about a leconeiliat on betw eii the 
govu nmi nt and the aimy by the 
wu ;ht of his influence , they inf >rm- 
cd him that his s< rviccs s command 
ant w* it not uqun d at Hydi lahad, 
but tint they might be useful at 
M ulr is in p omotn g the caus» of the 
ai y, ind the yd sued that he would 
pi ore i d to Madias, but th ir he would 
halt out stage tiom thui station.-— 
ColouelMmtu oi,thut present com 
nund i , ho vcvu, still pos,cssed som( 
infl it nee, and upon his remonstrances 
’ tilt v consulted th it Colonel Chre 
should come to the n sidi ncy, where 
a dt put ltion would meet him Thti c 
ht communicated his insti uctions to 
Colo in 1 Moutresoi , saying, that they 
left him no discretional y power, and 
no option but that of a si rtirig the 
authority with wh’ch he was invest- 
ed \ and that he could uot fulfil the 
expectations of go\ i nment without 
ventuung at all hazards to place him- 


self at the head of the troops. Col. 
Montresor thought it v ry doubtful 
whether the officers w mid permit 
him to enter the cantonnu nt,aud whe- 
thei his remonstrances would produce 
the desned effect upon thi mtne 
troops . he, however, hims If had 
so ne c > fidence of succeeding, if he 
could ippe ir in front of th*. troops 
be lore they could be put under aims; 
the success of the experiment in the 
southern districts encouraged him, 
and he relied upon his k lowledge of 
the character of th< men, and their 
knowledge of his n imt, and the re- 
spect in which it was held. 

His hrst 1 itention wis to put the 
Luiop an legiment under arms, and 
inirch it to nead quarters. Colonel 
Monti esur dtclirtd that if this wue 
done, the vigil uice, lealousy , and agi- 
tation which pievailed among theof- 
hetrs were such, that they would in- 
stantly prt pany*oi battle : he tlure- 
fou de tei mined to enter the canton- 
nu nt at a central point, h lit in front 
of the line ot one of tht native coips, 
and them a ait tl e arnv'il ot the se- 
moi officei s. Colonels Montresor 
and Gori accompanied him, and an 
tsco t of cavaliy. The mam piquet 
s iluU d him as he passed, the troops 
ot e ivalry diew up near him, and 
safawed as lie passed ; he halttd m 
front of the lints, and sent word to 
the heads of corps tint he was ica- 
dy to uitive them. The deputy- 
adjutant gem ral earned the message, 
but the held officers nndc him no 
answer; the mtssige was repeated, 
and received with.the same silmce. 
Before lie ictuincd, Majors Neale 
anft Dejcon cann up: it was obsei- 
\ed that the artilleiymcn wue man- 
ning their guns, and Colonel Close, 
finding it hopeless to c xpect the field 
office is, addtes e<l th sc gentl men, 
and urged then to subscnbe the de- 



276 EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810. {Chap, 8. 


duration : they must be well aware, 
he said, that they had placed them- 
selves in hostility against his majes- 
ty’s crown, the law9of their country, 
and their own government of Fort 
St George ; under these circumstan- 
ces the test which was proposed was 
absolutely necessary, and the alter- 
native which it offered was in the 
highest degree liberal,— retirement 
upon full pay and allowances till the 
situation of affairs and the temper of 
their own minds would admit of their 
be ng employed with advantage to 
the state They replied, that all the 
officers were unitid by con xnon bonds, 
fmm which they could not separate 
till they had obtained redress. Co- 
lonel Close answered, that a large 
portion of their brother officers had 
already accepted of one of the alter- 
natives, and therefore theic was now 
a fair and honourable opening for 
them to letirt* fi^jn the unhappy 
cause in which they were engaged. 
They lequircd time to consult their 
brother officer*,, and to deliberate. 
Cojonel Close said he had no autho- 
rity to allow' of delay for consulta- 
tion ; lie pressed them to accept the 
proposal of the government ; he re- 
minded Major Neale of his long ser- 
vices, his rank, and his peculiar situ- 
ation, as being the senior company’s 
offictr with the force, and he urged 
him to avail hirnself of the opportu- 
nity which was now offcied of re- 
turning with honour to the bosom of 
his country. Both officers were deep- 
ly affected, but they lamented that it 
Was impossible for them to submit to 
either alternative. 

During this conversation a consider- 
able number of men ranged themrelves 
between them and the barracks, and 
appeared* to observe what v as going 
on. The artillerymen were manning 
their guns, and the corps on the right 


of the line falling in with great haste. 
The colonel, findingthat though both 
the officers were much agitated they 
remained stedfast to their resolution, 
told them, that as the authority of 
the government was thus defied, he 
felt himself at liberty to communi- 
cate directly with every native soldier 
in the cantonment. He turned to the 
troops of cavalry, told them that he 
was senior office r appointed to that 
command, and that it was their duty 
to obey herders ; that Major Neale, 
their commanding officer, and certain 
other European officers, were enga- 
ged in a dispute with the government 
upon points which concerned them- 
selves only, and did not involve any 
interest of the sepoys : that dispute 
would be adjusted at some future 
period ; meantime he called upon 
them to look upon him as their lead- 
er, and obey no orders but such as he 
should sanction. They listened with 
attention, salamed very respectfully, 
and appeared to assent to what he 
said. At this moment he saw that 
the sepoys of the 2d battalion 16th 
regiment v/cre rushing out of their 
place of arms, and forming hastily in 
divisions immediately before him, the 
European officers exerting themselves 
to form them with regularity and 
speed. Upon this he beckoned to 
the cavalry to follow him, rode into 
the divisions, and with his breast at 
the point of the bayonets addressed 
the sepoys, calling upon the native 
officers to let him know why the men 
had taken to their arms, and what 
was the cause of their agitation and 
alarm. He told them that govern- 
ment, which was the support of them 
and their families, had appointed him 
to be their commander ; that they 
knew he was an old officer in the 
6ame service as themselves, who had 
passed the greater part of his life with 
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them, who was sincerely devoted to 
their interests, and who would will- 
ingly listen to their first complaints. 
He bade them look to him, and to 
him alone, and ordered them to stand 
fast, and not to move. One native 
officer he took by the shoulder, and 
asked him why the men were falling 
in and priming and loading, but the 
man could not be prevailed on to 
speak. Colonel Close laid hold un 
him a second time, but without effect: 
lie addressed the same Question to 
several of the noncommissioned offi- 
cers, and could obtain no answer ; 

. the confusion was so great, that little 
of what he said could be heai d, and 
still less could it be undei stood. 

By this time the sepoys had form- 
ed into divisions, and an officer order- 
ed them to move into line. Colontd 
Close pushed on to the front division ; 
he took the subedar of cavalry by 
the hand, and desired him to accom- 
pany him : that officer rode with him 
a few yards, but then quitted him ; 
and the troopers, who made a move- 
ment at fiist as if they intended to 
follow, soon held back. The sepoys 
wheeled into line, and every company 
did the same : they primed and load- 
ed, faced to the right, and marched 
to join the park of artillery. At this 
moment Colonel Close was in the 
most imminent danger; for the troops 
on the right seeing this corps march- 
ing toward them, supposed that he 
had succeeded and was leading them 
to the attack, and they were on the 
point of opening their whole lire up- 
on them, when they discovered that 
the 16 th was coming to join them. 
The colonel still accompanied them, 
addressing the sepoys, but still in 
vain. The 16 th formed close to the 
park* on the left ; the two corps on 
the right made a movement in a di- 
rection perpendicglar to that of the 


left, for the purpose of interrupting 
any communication with the barracks 
of the king’s troops. The cavalry 
who weie with Colonel Close drew 
their swords and rode off, and form* 
ed another side of the square, to pre- 
vent him from getting to the king’s 
regiment through the street of the 
cantonment. The formation was com- 
pleted with the greatest order ; there 
was the most perfect silence and re- 
gularity ; and an eye-witness, amid 
all the dreadful anxiety of the mo- 
ment, was so impressed by it, that he 
says in his account he never in his life 
had seen a more beautiful line. Co- 
lonel Close made a last effort. An 
officer then was distinctly heard ta 
ask permission to fire ; it was refu- 
sed, but the artillery fell out in front 
of their guns : the colonel then per- 
ceived that farther efforts were vain. 
Every maik of indignity or disre- 
spect to him baleen hitherto scru- 
pulously avoided. Majors Neale and 
Deacon approached, and in the most 
courteous manner expressed their re- 
gret that any circumstance shiuild 
have placed them in opposition to 
him. He addressed himself to the for- 
mer, said that as he was the senior 
officer who had been present at this 
shameful scene, he must be consider- 
ed as particularly responsible for what 
had occurred ; for mmself, Colonel 
Close added, now that his authority 
had been so openly and so completely 
rejected, he could consider himself in 
no other light than as a p isoner ; and 
as the object of his appointment to 
the command had bc£ti thus defeated, 
he should regard Colonel Montrebor 
as still continuing commandant. 

He then accompaniedColourl Mon- 
tresor to his quarters. The whole 
of the field officers soon came there, 
and expressed a wish to see him and 
to deliver him an address. He made 
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known to them that he could receive 
no address, but had no objection to 
hear what they might have to say. 
They repeated the matter of their ad- 
dress, said that they had gr< at confi- 
dence in his influence with govern- 
ment, and requested him to pioceed 
to Madras and exeit that influence in 
person to promote the interests and 
wishes of the at my. His answer was, 
that he was not at liberty to go to 
Madras, and certainly should not un- 
dertake any office of that kii d. They 
then bowed and retired ; but they 
dieadcd the effect w Inch Ins presence 
might produce upon the sepoys if lie 
continued at the residency, and there- 
fore they soon required him to leave 
H\deiabad, an injunction which he 
thought it better to obey than to sub- 
mit to peisonal restraint. The com- 
mittee at that station having thus suc- 
ceeded in engaging the sepoys ill open 
rebellion, dispatched a requisition to 
the tioops at Jauluah, at Masulipa- 
tan, and in the uorthern circais, to 
join them with all spe< d. Their in- 
tei tjon was to maich into the Car- 
natic, for the puipose of subverting 
the gme» i.n'cnt. A gentra! move- 
ment took place tluoi, ghout tlu 1101 - 
thern division. The tre • ps ai Jaul- 
nah began then march t< Hyd« rabad, 
undo Lieutcnai t Colo, cl Duveton. 
Major Store y issued oid» is at Masu 
lip* tii to pitpare for the sane des- 
tination. The factiou- oflic' rs at El- 
lore 6ei7cd their con inandti, Luuti- 
nant-Coloml Fletchu. Tlu batta 
lions at San ukottah, Cfncacc k , and 
Viz igapatam, sevyed the. public tiea- 
8Urt lu then districts, and began tj.eir 
march ; and the n belt at Seringapa- 
tan\ expecting to bt relieved by this 
formidably ^operation, continued in 
a slate of^Sctive hostility against the 
govi rnment troops. 

The government made arrange- 


ments for crushing the rebellion with- 
out delay : it was determined to form 
an army of 12,000 men, of whom 
more than a third were Europeans, in 
the cede d districts, and place them 
under Colonel Close ; but that excel- 
lent officer had already Won the vic- 
tory. The heroic manner in which 
he nad perfoimed his duty, though it 
failed of immediate effect, sunk deep- 
ly into the minds of the men : they 
had been prevented by the care which 
had been taken to prepossess them, 
and by the agitation of the scene, 
from distinctly hearing or compre- 
hending t** arguments which he ad- 
dressed to them, but they could not 
be prevented from reflecting upon 
what they had beheld ; and the officers, 
who had succeeded in U aching these 
men to disobey their superiors, began 
to apprehend that they themselves 
should soon perceive the sepoys had 
not learnt that lesson in vain. It was 
on the 4 th of August that Colonel 
Close had bven sent fiom Hydera- 
bad. Two days after, the lesident at 
that station informed the government 
that the officers were aware of their 
perilous situation, and that a general 
amnesty would induce them to return 
to their allegiance. He was told in 
iepl\, that no other terms could be 
listened to than those of unconditional 
submi sion. On the 9th a proclama- 
tion was is ued, decLuing that all 
t loops maich in g without orders were 
to be considered as m open rebellion. 
The officers at Hyderab .d were i ow 
certain that the men would not stand 
by them ; and on the 1 1th they sign- 
td the declaration, oflered their un- 
conditional submission, and drew up a 
letter to the governor-general, whose 
arrival m Madras was daily expected, 
expressing a hope that he would be 
pleased to grant a general amnesty. 
At the same time they addressed a 
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circular letter to several of the other 
stations, stating that imperious cir- 
cumstances and mature reflection had 
induced them to sign the declaration, 
and that they earnestly entreated their 

brother officers to follow their ex- 
ample. 

When this address reached Masu- 
lipatan, the ringleaders at that sta- 
tion sent to General Pater, who had 
been commissioned to see the test car- 
ried into effect there. The time was 
arrived, they said, whei^ they could 
no longer oppose the authority of the 
government without injury to the in- 
k tercsts of the country, and they in- 
vited linn to assume the command, 
promising to obey him in all things. 
This determination was probably ac- 
celerated by what they had already 
experienced of the consequences of 
mutiny: the sepoys were declaring 
that they would plunder the coun- 
try, and great part of the inhabitants, 
expecting this natural effect of such 
transactions, had already taken to 
flight. Major Storey himself, inter- 
fering in a dispute between a sepoy 
and an artilleryman, liad been in per- 
sonal danger. The soldier told him he 
would do as he himself thought pro- 
per, and gathering two hundred of his 
companions, they went to his house 
with loaded gun 9, threatening to kill 
him. The major escaped upon an unsad- 
dled horse to the fort, and got a guard 
of 200 sepoys and 100 Europeans to 
•protect him. This was a timely les- 
son, showing the officers in what a mi- 
serable state of insecurity they would 
find themsel/es, even if there were 
any hope of succeeding in their re- 
bellion. General Pater, upon iccei- 
ving this letter, went immediately to 
the fort to sec that the declaration of 
allegiance was signed. He found the 
garrison in the greatest agitation ; the 
men of the European regiment sus- 


pected that the officers, after having 
seduced them into mutiny, were now 
about to desert then cause and aban- 
don them to punishment : they as- 
sembled tumultuously, and threatened 
to shoot any officer who should sign 
the test ; and the tumult became so 
great, that General Pater thought it 
expedient not merely to rest satisfied 
without having the declaration sub- 
scribed, which his discretionary power 
authorised him to do, but, without 
any authority whatever, to promise, 
in the name of the government, a ge- 
neral pardon both for officers and 
men. Still the men apprehended trea- 
chery ; and the next day 180 of the 
European regiment, with a few artil- 
lerymen, determined to set out for 
Madras. General Pater assented to 
their determination, and suffered them 
to select such officers as they plea- 
sed : he t hus got rid of the more tur- 
bulent spirits, subordination was then 
restored, and the whole of the remain- 
ing officers signed the test. Their 
example was followed by all the offi- 
cers in the northern division. The 
troops from Jaulnah, receiving the 
news on their march, returned to 
their station and submitted ; and the 
lebcls at Seringapatam, finding all 
their hopes had failed, surrendered 
unconditionally. 

Thus when Lord Minto arrived he 
found the rebellion crushed, and had 
only to take the necessary measures 
for punishing those who had been 
most forward in exciting it. The 
pardon which General Pater had pro- 
mised at Masulipatan was revoked, 
as being entirely unauthorized by his 
instructions. Lieut.-Col. Bell, Ma- 
jor Storey, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Doveton, were ordered for trial ; and 
the governor-general, making, as he 
said, a small selection from a great 
mass of delinquency, excepted 18 
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other officers from the amnesty, gi- 
ving them their choice either to quit 
the service or 6tand trial. Colonel 
Bell was found guilty, sentenced to 
be cashiered, and dcclaud unworthy 
of ever serving the company in any 
military capacity w hatsoever. A sen- 
tence so altogether inadequate to the 
crime, shows but too plainly the pre- 
vailing temper of the army : offences 
of the same kind, but infinitely lighter 
in degree, had been repeatedly and re- 
cently punished in India with death ; 
and the commander-in-chief called 
upon the court-martial to revise their 
sentence, which appeared the more 
objectionable, .because the prisoner's 
defence was in itself an aggravation 
of the offence. But the comt ad- 
hered to their former opinion ; and 
General Gowdic, confirming the sen- 
tence, expressed his pointed disap- 
probation of the punishment awaid- 
cd, as bcaiirg no proportion to the 
magnitude of the ciime so clt arly pro- 
ved. Major Stoiey was sentenced to 
be cashkml, 1 ut not declared inca- 
pable«of serving again ; and the court, 
from some frets which had appeared 
upon the trial, and from many pal- 
liative circumstances, recommended 
liim as not unworthy of mci cy ; “ feel- 
ing,” they said, M every hope, that 
should such a very extraordinary and 
unprecedented foigivenc's be granted 
him, Major Stony would, fiom his 
‘well-attested unifoim good conduit 
previous to these criminal transac- 
tions, fed a most perfect and piopcr 
sense of such benign lenity, and once 
again become a goad and valuable of- 
ficer to the honourable company^” 
The judge advocate, in the name of 
the commandcjyn-chief, replied, that 
if the senten^mad been such as the 
law pointed cSjjkt for the offence, the 
recommendation of the court might ‘ 
then jmtly have had great weight, 


but the general could not consent to 
the rt mission of a sentence, which 
he considered as inadequate to the 
crime. He directed, ir» this instance 
also, a re vi sal oi the sentence, which 
was, as in the former instance, con- 
fiimed. Both prisoners had made 
their defence in great part a justifi- 
cation, and had been advised by the 
court to expunge certain improper 
parts, which both refused to do. Co- 
lonel Dovtton rested his defence upon 
better grounds, maintaining that he 
had only marched with the troops for 
the purpose of moderating them and 
preventing greater evil ; and he pro- 
duced a correspondence with the re- 
sult nt at Hyderabad, showing that 
thin had been really his motive, and 
that the resident had sanctioned it. 
The court therefore honourably ac- 
quitted him. This sentence they were 
called upon to revise like* the foimer, 
and they in like* manner adhered to it. 
General Gowdie expioscd his disap- 
piobation in general orders, and re- 
con mended to government that Co- 
lonel Dovetun should be Mispcnd^d 
from all military functions till the 
pleasure of the diicctors could be 
known, drawing meantime his allow- 
ances ; and this advice Lord Minto 
followed, dcclaiii g that in every case 
of mutiny, whatever may be the pre- 
text for it, the fitst obligation of every 
officer and soldier is to oppose its pio- 
giess by every effort of persuasion ; 
the second, is to separate himself from 
the guilty ; and the last and most sa- 
cred, is to join the standard of his so- 
vereign, Ins ( mployci s, and his duty. 

These disturbances became the sub- 
ject of much and violent conti oversy 
in England. Tin Court of Direc- 
tors, after many discussions and much 
opposition, removed Mr Petrie from 
jbouncij, because through the whole 
of the distuibances he had differed in 
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opinion from the other members, to 
tbft great encouragement of the disaf- 
fected party. They continued fair 
G. Barlow in the government, but 
they disapproved ot his conduct in 
the case of Major Boles, declaring 
that that officer ought not to have 
been suspended, and that the refusal 
to let him take his passage on board 
the Lushington was an unnecessary 
hardship. They therefore restore} 


him to the service, but forbade him 
to return to India till he should re- 
ceive special permission, because he. 
had accepted the assistance of th$ 
army when it was offered in so repre- 
hensible a manner, and because in his 
various memorials he had adverted in 
offence terms to the conduct of his 
superior officer, General Gowdie, and 
of the governor-general. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Conquest of the Spice Islonds> and the Ides of Mascarcnhas and Mauritius - 


These domestic evils did not pre- 
vent the Indian government from pur- 
suing their usual vigorous policy to- 
ward foreign foes. In 1809, the 
dewan, or premier of the Rajah of 
Travancore, in consequence of some 
political differriccs, attempted to as- 
sassinate the British resident ; that 
officer effected his escape, but short- 
ly afterwards a transport, haying on 
board a surgeon and 33 soldiers of the 
12th regiment, put into the port of 
Alippes, on the coa&t^of Travancore, 
and the men were persuaded by some 
of the rajah’s officers to land ; they 
were then surrounded and overpower- 
ed, tied in couples back to back with 
a stone round their necks, and in that 
manner thrown into the back-water 
off the port, to perish with the re- 
turning tide. Colonel St Leger, 
whose name appears far more honour- 
ably in the history of the war, than 
in the transactions of the Madras 
army with its government, in one 
short and decisive campaign subdued 
the rajah. The dewan lied into the 
wilds, and thinking it impossible to 
escape the close pursuit which was 
made for him, destroyed himself 
there ; his body, however, was disco- 
vered, and gibbetted, it is said, 'in 
sight of his master’s palace, — an act 
which, if it really were committed, is 
inexpiably disgraceful to the -erson 
by whose command it was done. > 

Two expeditions were also un- 


dertaken against the pirates in the 
Persian Guljtb, a set of men whose 
strength and audacity were daily in- 
creasing, and whose cruelties towards 
their prisor ^rs were such, that the 
British govern ii *mt was called upon 
by every' feeling of indignation, as well 
as of policy, to crush, and, if possible, 
to exterminate them. The fiist of 
these attempts was directed against 
the town of Mallia, which wa* taken, 
together with its strong fort ; in the 
second, Rus ul Kima, their principal 
port and arsenal, was captured, all 
their guns spiked, their magazines 
blown up, and their flotilla, consisting 
of above 70 vessels of different sizes, 
burnt. Their minor settlements were 
afterwards attacked with equal suc- 
cess, and the depredations of these 
merciless fieebootcis were thusstopt, 
till they should be able to get other 
vessels and lenew them, as undoubt- 
edly they soon will do. The points 
which Albuquerque wished to secure, 
that he might make Portugal the 
mistress of these seas, were Ormuz 
and Aden ; to Ormuz lie was led as 
much by its prosperity as its situa- 
tion ; Aden still retains all its natural 
advantages, and happy would it be 
for Abyssinia and Arabia if that city 
were to be made a British settle- 
ment. 

Amboyna was taken in the month 
of January by a squadron under Cap- 
tain Tucker, and its surrender was 
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followed by that of the subordinate 
islands, Saparona, Harouka, and Nas- 
so Lant, with Boura and Manippa. 
Binda Ntfiva, the chief of the spice 
islands, was taken in August by Cap- 
tain Cole, by a coup- de-main of ex- 
traordinary gallantry : with less than 
200 men, who had been labouring in 
their boats through a dark and squal- 
ly night in the open sea, he landed 
unwon within a hundred yards of a 
battery of 10 guns, attacked it in the 
rear, and made the offfcer and his 
guard prisoners without firing a shot, 
though the enemy wete at their post 
with matches lighted. They then 
attacked Fort Bdgica, took it by es- 
calade, and were proceeding to storm 
Fort Nassau, when the governor sur- 
rendered, and this handful of Britons 
found themselves in possession of an 
island, the forts and batteries of 
which mounted 120 pieces of cannon, 
and which was defended by 700 dis- 
ciplined troops and mil-tia. 

Our commerce meantime suffered 
seven ly from the French, who, from 
the island of Mauritius, infested the 
Indian seas with their cruizera, and 
carried on their intrigues against the 
Biitish interest in the Red Sea, and 
in the Persian Gulph. The amount 
of the lo flCh which the East India 
Company sustained from this island, in 
the course of the last war and of the 
present, would have * sufficed for its 
capture twenty tunes over, had not 
the French persuaded us, as well es 
themselves, that the-placvwas impreg 
liable. The English, said they, may 
send out expeditious against it, but 
its distance From them will ever be an 
impediment to their arriving in good 


213 

condition ; and when arrived before it, 
the winds, want of provisions, and ob- 
stacles of every description, will soon 
oblige them to abandon their f enter-, 
prize. The fust difficulty was easily 
obviated. A British squadron was 
attempting to blockade Port Louis, 
and in order to assist the squadron 
Lieutenanf-Colonel Keating was sent 
with a small force of Europeans and 
sepoy9, early iu the year 1809, to 
occupy the island of Rodi iguez, about 
100 leagues east of Mnuntiui. This 
little island, which is about six-and- 
twenty miles long and twelve broad, 
was taken possession of in lf>91 by a 
party of French refugees, under pro- 
tection of the Dutch, who were at 
that time ma&tersof Mam it ins. Eight 
Frenchmen, young and enterprising, 
most of whom were of good family 
and Mime pioperty, thought to find 
an asylum there ; as tin y drew near 
the shoie, they could scarcely satisfy 
themselves with gazing on its hills, 
and wood-i, and rivulets ; they called 
to mil d the scenes on which l3i* Urfc 
had placed his Celadon and Astfxxa, 
and imagining that they were about 
to real:/ • the ideal happiness of Ar- 
cadian romance, blessed that Provi- 
dence which, having permitted them 
to be cruelly driven from their coun- 
try, had at last suffered them to dry 
up their tears in this earthly paradise, 
where, they said, it depended upon 
thtmsi’Ives alone to be rich, and free, 
and happy,— where they had only to 
employ their peaceful lives iu the un- 
disturbed enjoyment of what they 
possessed, in glorifying the Author of 
all good, and iu preparing for their 
own final salvation. A hermit indeed 


• In ten months preceding the fall of this island, it has been calculated that the 
insurance offices of Bengal alone were losers three millions bter/iu«» by captures. 

Account or the ('onqu&t of Mauritius/*) This is prolmbly an exaggerated state- 
ment, but the real loss must have been enormous to give rise to it. 
t De Quigne 9. 
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might hive found an earthly paradise 
in this delightful island ; fruits grow 
thi rc m abundance ; the air 13 so mild, 
and tht reasons 60 tempered, that the 
whole year appears to be one conti- 
nual spring or autumn, 01 lathei one 
season uniting the chai ms of both ; 
the shores are frtqutnted by turtle, 
tortoises and land crabs '•warm there, 
and the birds win* it that time so 
fearless from long security, that the 
adventurers found they had only to 
shout aloud, and they came flying 
round fiom all paits, atti acted by 
the sound instead of being scared by 
it But the Fit nchmui had disagreed 
with the ciptam uho brought them 
out, he destroyed all the letters which 
they had inti usted to his care , no 
tidings bung hcaid of them, no suc- 
cour was sent to them, and no person 
came to join them. After the) had 
waited two years, they became impa- 
tient of solitude and &f want of em- 
ployment ; hunting and fishirg, they 
said, did not deserve the name of oc- 
cup ilions, so c isily did they c ate h their 
prey ^ they were tired of chess, me- 
tric, bowls, skittles, making war upon 
the land cribs, defending then e ips 
fiom the tropie bird, which had an 
extraordinary propensity to pounce 
at them, teaching pairots to talk, and 
observing the nuptial ctieinonu a of 
the Dodos, who, aeeoiding to then 
account, more foitunatc than the na- 
tives, weie in m icd aud giu n m mar 
nage. The island was in truth anothei 
Eden, but 4 ten Eden was insupport- 
able for eight Adams who wen with- 
out Eves They made a boat, though 
they had neither pitth, tai, ropes, 
ant no j or compass, put to sea in her 
with a desperate resolution, aud al- 
most miraculously rut lied Mauutius. 

Of late years the French had a 
stmll establishment tht ic dependent 
on Mauritius, and chiefly for the pur* 


pose of overlooking some parks of 
land tui ties, which were transported 
by thousands to Port Louis for the 
u«e of the hospital. When Colonel 
Keating took posse ssion of the island, 
he found only two I itneh families re- 
siding there, and they were at enmity 
with each othu. In the hands of 
the riench, Rodriguez had been of 
little value, but it became an import- 
ant post when m possession of their 
enemies. Shortly after its capture, 
three Indiamtn were taken by the 
French and earned into St Pauls, the 
i nncipal port of that colony , which 
the 1 r**iu h call the Isle of Buona- 
paite, and the English the Isle of 
Bourbon, but which may better be 
distinguished by its original name of 
Mascartnhas, m memory of its dis- 
covers. Our blockading squadi on 
had acquind a pci feet knowledge of 
the co^st ; and Commodoie Rowley 
determined upon making an attempt 
upon St Pauls, I or this purpose he 
requested Colouel Keating to to ope- 
rate with him , iOS officers and men 
were accoidingly imhaiked for Rod- 
rigue/, and joimd th * squadron off 
Mauritius making the whole force of 
seamen and troops destined for the 
att ick 604, who with five* additional 
boits wui embarked on bond the 
Nenick On the evening of Septem- 
bei 1 9th, the y stood for Maseai enhas, 
and ui the following moriuug wereeff 
tin e i t end of that island. To pre- 
vent susy cion, the Nereide preceded 
the otht r ship*-, anchored close to the 
lx at h, ai d at hvt in the morning 
disembarked tht land force to the 
south of Poi it di Calotte, seven miles 
frottj St Pauls This was dont with, 
tin greatest ct luity ; the troops im- 
mediately i dvai eed, crossed the cause- 
ways wh cli e\tird over the lake br 
poi d of St Pauls before their debark- 
ation was discovered, and passed tho 
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strongest position before the French 
had time to form in any force. By 
seven o’clock the assailants were^ in 
possession of the two first batteries, 
and Captain Willoughby of the Ne- 
reide, who commanded a detachment 
of seamen, turned the guns upon the 
enemy’s shipping, from whose fire 
the British suffered much, being ne- 
cessarily exposed to it during their 
movements upon the beach , A le- 
taehment of 1 Vi sepoys and 12 Euro- 
peans was now sent to take possession 
of the third battery, which the French 
had abandoned ; but on the way it was 
opposed by the enemy, who had now 
concentrated, and had taken lip a 
very strong position behind a stone 
wall, with eight brass field-pieces up- 
on their flmk*. Captain Imlack, at 
the head of this detachment, charged 
them ; they maintained their ground ; 
the third column marched to his 
support and took the enemy’s guns. 
The action now became warm ; the 
French were reinforced from the hills, 
and by 110 troops of the line, landed 
from La Caroline ; and Captain Wil- 
loughby spiked the guns of the two 
first batteries, and occupied the third, 
which he turned upon the shipping. 
This arrangement enabled the reserve, 
which had covered those batteries, to 
advance. The enemy then gave way ; 
the fourth and fitlh batteries were 
won without resistance, and by half 
past eight the town of »St Pauls was 
in possession of the assailants. Till 
now the English squadron had not 
been able to afford any effectual co- 
operation, fo* they could not fire up- 
on the French ships without endan- 
gering the troops on shore ; the mo- 
ment the shore was clear they stood 
in, anchored close to the enemy, and 
speedily silenced th<*m. The victory 
was effected with the loss of 15 kill* 
ed» 58 wounded, and 3 missing. 


(V 

The British force was altogether 
inadequate to the conquest of the 
island $ having effected their object, 
by the capture of the Caroline and 
the recapture of her prizes, they em- 
barked as much of the public pro- 
perty as they could carry away, and 
destn.>ed the rest. Private properly 
was untouched ; and not a single in- 
dividual in the town suffered any in* 
jury, either in his person or posses- 
sions. The loss to the enemy was 
very great ; the cargoes of the India- 
men alone were estimated at three 
million of dollars, and all the defence* 
of the only safe anchorage in the is- 
land were rendered useless. General 
Des Bruslcs, the governor of the is- 
land, inarched from the capital of St 
Denis to attack the English; on the 
evening of the 22d he appeared in 
great force on the hills above St 
Pauls ; hut during the night he re- 
treated, over-rating, as it appears, the 
stiength of the invaders, or doubtful 
whether his own men could be de- 
pended upon. Whatever may have 
been his motive for not risking,an at- 
tack upon the English, the conse- 
quences to himself could not have 
been more disastrous ; for, expecting 
to be punished with death by Buona- 
parte, he shot himself, leaving a writ- 
ten paper in these terms : 4< 1 will 
not be a traitor to my country ; I will 
not, in consequence of what I foresee 
from the hatred and ambition of some 
individuals who are attached to a re- 
volutionary sect, sacrifice the inhabit- 
ants in the useless defence of an open 
colony. Death awaits mo on the 
scaffold; I prefer gi\ in g it myself; 
aifd 1 recommend my wife and chil* 
dren to Providence, and to those who 
can feel for them.” His widow after 
t]u9 event wished to go to her own 
family at Mauritius, and when this 
was made known to Commodore Row . 
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ley, lie, with a humanity which it 
would have been disgraceful not to 
Imi sh wn, appoint* d a vessel w it h 
a cartel flag to take 1 ei there , with 
her childrf ii, and st rvants, and c ffet ts. 

After this successful coup dc man 
the squadron resumed their u nal oc 
tupatiot, and Colonil Ktaling rt 
turned with hi** troops to Kodiigui/. 
Thatabli audcnterpii/mgofhe rwas 
indefatigable in acquiring every in- 
formation coi ceiling the Trench is 
lands which could fat ilitatc thur con- 
quest, a d the gov i rnment were at 
length n duced, by his earnest u pre- 
sentations, by the Joists which they 
continual!) sustain* d, and by the suc- 
cess of the lite attempt, stuously to 
uidertakt what, to then own cost, 
the) had so long delved. The pic- 
paiations wue propoitioned to the 
importance of the object, and the dif- 
fic uUits which vveie * xp* cted Be n- 
gal, Madras and Bombi), Ceylon 
and the Cap*, wcic to furnish aid to 
tlu extent of then lespictivc it- 
souicts. A compcttnt imvil for<c 
was collicttd, ami th* expedition it 
w as hoped w onld w ht n unite d amoui t 
to nt uly lb,(K)() in* i , — the irost foi- 
mieiablt Luiop m irmancnt which 
had evei sailed upon the Indian seas. 
The hrst operation was to Knew the 
attempt against Miscaunhis, but 
with uiHeieut strength to take and 
keep pe ssession of the island Toi 
this purport i detachment sided fiom 
Madras for Rodrigue/, where it ar 
rived at nutlsu i mtr 1M0, making, 
with the tioops alre tdy there, and 
the marint s ot the squadron, a force 
of *000 Luroptan aii Ib^Olidian 
tro* ps, tile largest foict eve g ven to 
an officei of Coloi el k* it ng's tank 
in India* Thai oilnu me \ntime had 
ti anted his soldiers at Kod-igue/ to 
the service expected from them, ac- 
e ustoming them to a country inter- 


sected with ravines and precipices like 
that in which they were about to act. 

Before th expedition sailed, Col. 
Keating informed his ofluers of the 
strength of tht entmy, whose total 
force uf r gular troops, riflemen, na- 
tional guards, and militia of all co- 
lours, amounted to 119* men. The 
entmy htsud, itckoiud upon tluir 
landing either on the south or east 
bide of the island, and making regu- 
lar adv mces agai st bt Dt ms and bt 
Pauls , w h such measures pursued, 
ht aid, the losv would bt veiy severe, 
a d success viry doubtful, horn the 
naturd strength of the country, and 
the mimic i »n wl jeh the troop must 
be expost d to the r nemy’s mai ksn c n, 
without being able to return a shot. 
Th* Tr neh would tlso hive time to 
collect and couceutiate th n foie*., 
which at St Dtms he could, in tne 
course of two (1 1 ) s, rtmfoice to 2 >07 
men, having Si Pauls and the south- 
w c st ildc ir u i isont d w ithi e irly 1 900. 
1 he wiy to irsuie ouee s with the 
1c ist pos ibh lo s, was to aim the 
bl rw it the veiy hurt ot the t iu my, 
to di** posse si hnn of his cap t »l, md 
let further operation)* be guide d by 
his movements aftu he should have 
bee i thus discomfit* d 1 oi tin pur- 
pose th* lai di g w is to h * fit cted 
btLwetr the Butm nd bt Mm , at 
the m irtst practical point tobtD* ms, 
and hi th* night it possibli , 1 1 troops 
wc re to land with one da) ’ provisions 
and grog , thty wcie noi to load upon 
an) account, or under an) pr< tence, 
without oiders from theoffici rs com- 
manding brigades. Ever) thing du- 
ring the night, or before day light, 
was to bi earned by the bi)onet4 
1 he French upon these islands, said 
he, can nivei be perse aded to stand 
Lngltsn baj onets . they re trained to 
a diffeicnt system of defence ; by fi- 
ring from behind walls and houses, 
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and from the opposite sides of im- 
passable ravines. 

The expedition sailed on the third 
of July; rendezvoused fifty miles 
to windward of Ma-careuhas on the 
evening of the sixth ; and at ten on 
the following morning, the frigates 
were at anchor within musket-shot of 
the shore at the place appointed. The 
convoy, which had been in some mea- 
sure dispersed during the darkiuss 
of the night, joined in the course of a 
few hou»*s, and the debarkation began 
in the afternoon. While the main 
force drew the attention of the enemy 
to the eastward of the town. Captain 
Pym landed all the troops which were 
on board his frigate, the Sirius, at 
Grande Chaloupe, a pat t of the beach 
six mites to the westward. St Pierre 
describes tins place as a frightful val- 
ley between two steep mountains, the 
Strangest Hilitude he had ever seen, 
there being an eternal calm at the bot- 
tom of this abyss, as he calls it, how- 
ever the winds might rage above. The 
river des Pluis, about three miles cast 
of St Denis, was intended for the 
other point of descent ; the beach on 
this side the island is steep, composed 
of large shingles, and generally of 
difficult access. Thus far the wea- 
ther had been favourable ; it now be- 
gan to change. Captain Willoughby, 
however, pushed off with a party of 
seamen and a detachment of light 
troops in a small prize schooner ; a 
few boats followed and effected the 
landing; but the wind became violent, 
the surf ran very high, and some of 
the boats Wx.ro stove. Lieutenant 
Lloyd of the Boadicea, then, with 
great skill, placed a light transport so 
as to act as a break-water, under 
cover of which a few boats landed ; 
bu£ her stern cable soon parted, and 
she was dashed to pieces upon the 
beach. It was now found impossible 


to put any more troops on shore at 
this point when the day closed. Four 
men were drowned m this attempt. 
Four-hundred -and- fifty had landed 
under Lieut. -Col. Macleod, but they 
had lost a considerable number of 
their arms, and all their ammunition 
was damaged. Colonel Keating wat 
exceedingly anxious to communicate 
with this detachment : Lieutenant 
Fouhtone, of the 69th, volunteer- 
ed to swim to shore; he succeeded 
in this hazardous attempt by diving 
through the surf, from whence he 
was dragged by a boat-hook ; and thus 
he conveyed orders to Col. Macleod 
to take possession o^,St Marie for 
the night. That officer immediately 
marched on with his little band, and 
carried the post with the bayonet du- 
ring the night ; a movement of great 
importance, for it kept a check on 
that part of the island, and prevented 
the junction of 800 men, who were 
already on their march to St Denis. 

Meantime the detachment under 
Licut.-Col. Fraser, which had landed 
at Grande Chaloupe, pushed forward 
a party over the heights above it, and 
droveaway the riflemen, who had kept 
up a harassing fire. This brigade then 
moved rapidly over the mountains to- 
ward St Denis. Colonel Fraser halt- 
ed on them during the night, and be- 
gan to descend at four on the follow- 
ing morning. At the bottom of the 
hill the enemy were drawn up in two 
columns, with a field-piece attached to 
each, and supported by the heavy can- 
non mounted on the redoubt, ready to 
receive him on the plain. Immediately 
h<^ ordered a charge; the enemy were 1 
driven from their guns by the bayonet ; 
the commandant, Colonel St Susanne, 
escaped with difficulty, and the se- 
cond in command was wounded and 
taken. The French attempted to 
form under the parapet of the re- 
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doubt ; they were driven from thence ; 
two of their guns which they had 
spiked were rendered serviceable and 
turned against them, and the batte- 
ries to the west of the river StD^nis 
were stormed and demolished. This 
was on the morning of the 8th. At 
ten on the preceding night Colonel 
Drummond's brigade was dispatched 
irt a frigate and two transports to 
Grande Chaloupe, to support Colonel 
Frasei ; but the frigate was the only 
one which gained the anchorage, and 
debarked her troops about day-break. 
During the night Colonel Keating 
remained in great anxiety for the de- 
tachments on shore; in the morning, 
finding it still impracticable to land 
at the river des Pluis, be left the 
Iphigenia to 6eize the first opportu- 
nity of putting the remaining part of 
the third brigade on shore, and pro- 
ceeding to leeward with the rest of 
the troops, landed with them at Grande 
Chaloupe before noon. Two com- 
panies were sent from thence against 
La Possession, to prevent any rein- 
forcements arriving from St Pauls ; 
they stormed the batteries at that 
post, and the commander-in-chief pur- 
sued his way over the heights. 

About two in the afternoon, Col. 
Drummond's brigade, after a severe 
inarch over the mountains, harassed by 
the enemy's chasseurs, who hung up- 
on their flanks, came in sight of St 
Denis, lying in the plain below them, 
with its gardens round, and its river 
winding down from the mountains be- 
hind $ appearing, says one who was 
present at the sqene, like a beautiful 
map spread out beneath, where every 
otnect could be traced with peffect 
exactness/But there ^as little time for 
contemplating the lovely landscape. 
As they descended they were exposed 
to a heavy fire of cannon, grape, shell, 
and musketry from the town* with* 


out any possibility either ^ returning 
or avoiding it ; Colonel Fraser, how- 
ever, from thd redoubt which hid 
won possession of, kept up a brisk 
fire upon the town ; a sortie had been 
made to drive him fi om this post ; he 
had advanced to meet the enemy, 
charged them and drove them back ; 
and now, being joined by Colonel 
Drummond, preparations were made 
for storming tlie place. Colonel Keat- 
ing was now on the heights and has- 
tening down, when a flag of truce was 
sent out to treat for the surrender of 
the whole island. The troops were to 
march out with the honours of war, 
and cmbaik either to~ the Cape or 
England ; and the officers were allow- 
ed to retain their swords and military 
decorations, and in like manner to 
continue prisoners, only the com- 
mandant, St Susannc, was to be al- 
lowed a passage with his family eijjfev 
to Mauritius or France, upon giving 
his parole of honour not to serve du- 
ring the war, or till he should be re- 
gularly exchanged. Laws, customs, 
religion, and private property, were 
insured by the capitulation, and the 
unusual provision was granted, that 
funeral honours should be paid to the 
French officers who had fallen, ac- 
cording to their respective ranks. The 
loss of the British scarcely exceeded 
what they had sustained in their ex- 
pedition to St Pauls ; IS killed, 79 
wounded, and 4 drowned in landing ; 
with so slight a loss, and in so short 
a time, was this important conquest 
achieved. 

A series of unexpected disasters 
followed, which for a moment gave 
the enemy the command of the seas 
in that quarter. The Africaine fri- 
Was taken by a superior force. 
Ceylon shared the same fate, ha- 
ving on board General Abercrombie, 
who was to command the expedition 
l j 




Chap. 9.] HISTORY 6f EUROPE.* 'fh 

against Mauritius. The French com- the enemy took possession of their 
gaodore by whom he was captured, dearly. pui chased pi we. The Sirin* 
said he should have the honour of and Magicienne were in $ vc h a state, 
introducing him rather sooner than that it was neither possible to heayd 
he expected to M. de Caen, governor them off, nor to get their guns to 
of the* French island? but in the * bear, while they themselves lay within 
course of a few hour* the Ceylon was long shot both of the French 'ships 
recaptured, and the general, thanking which were in shore and off the bat- 
M. Hamlen for his intention, said he teries. Captain Pym found it there- 
felt extremely happy to have it in his fore necessary to set fire to them ; 
power to return tne compliment, by their crews were landed upon lie 
introducing him toCominodore Row- de Passe, and the Iphigenia was 
ley. Two Indiamen, a transport, and warped up to that anchorage to sup- 
gun-brig, all with troops on board, port them. They bad oniy provl- 
were likewise taken by the enemy's sions and water for a week ; before 
cruizers. But the British squadron they could receive succours, three 
sustained a far heavier loss at Mauri- Fiench frigates and a*eorvette, from 
tins. They had garrisoned the small Port Louis, came and blockaded them; 
isle of Passe, at the entrance of port the Bellona was warped off and added 
Sud Est, and the Sirius, Nereide, to the enemy's force, and, having no 
Magicienne, and Iphigenia fugates means either of escape or subsistence, 
wcie gui ding off that station, when they were compelled to surrender. 
thiee^Fmich frigates, the Bellona, These events occurred at the end 
Minerva, and Victor, with the two of August ; the French became for 
Indiamen their prizes, ran for that a moment masters of the sea $ they 
port ; one of the Indiamen was turned formed the blockade of St Denis, and 
and recaptured by the Sn ius, but the some of the inhabitants of Mascaren- 
troops had beeii taken out of her, and has, encouraged by the unexpected 
the other with the frigates got in. success of their countrymen, formed 
Here Captain Pym determined to at- a plot for recovering the island. But 
tack them* but he waB not aware of it was discovered in time, and Com- 
thc difficulties of the navigation ; three modorc Rowley, after having been 
of his ships grounded, and the fourth himself chased by the enemy, made 
was prevented by a shoal from closing such exertions, that in less than a 
with the enemy, who were thus en- month the French were fain once 
abled to open all their guns upon the more to seek shelter in their ports. 
JJereide. Captain Willoughby lost He took the French commodore in 
an eye, and was otherwise miserably the Venus, and recaptured the Afri- 
hurt about the head ; a boat from caine and Ceylon. The losses which 
the Sirius came t# bring him off, but Great Britain had sustained, when 
he declared he would never abandon mistress of every other settlement m 
his men, and would not strike the these seas, shewed p tore clearly the 
English Hag while there Was a man necessity of depriving the enemy of 
onboard able to support it : the ship this their last and most important 
was fought till, of her whole ^hpjd ; the preparations for til expe- 

conaisting of 280 men, every man ‘ djtion were continued ; the divisions 

either killed or wounded ? for it, excepting that from 
then fell on shore a mere wreck, and ine Cape, joined at Rodriguez on 
VOL. IlI/fcAKT 1. t 
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th* 22d of November, and on the 
game day the fleet, consisting of 70 
sail, weighed anchor. 

Mauritius, which has been called 
the Gibrfltar of the East, is about 35 
miles in length and 23 in breadth. It 
has two considerable harbours. Port 
South-East, which the Dutch made 
their principal port, is the most spa- 
cious, and because it is on the wind- 
ward side of the island, it is the ea- 
siest of entrance, and the healthiest 
in situation ; but the same cause which 
renders it easy for ships to enter makes 
it difficult for them to get out, the 
wind almost perpetually blowing in. 
The French therefore preferred Port 
Louis, which':*' on the north-western 
coast, and there they built the only 
town upon the island, in a narrow 
valley at the head of the harbour. 
Relying upon the reef which sur- 
rounds the island, they seem to have 
ckpectedthat the town would only be 
attacked from the sea, and here they 
took every means for strengthening it. 
For the last half century the French 
ministers have especially recommend- 
ed tlfat the woods upon the open 
flanks of the town should be preser- 
ved. A long low island, called L* Isje 
aux Tonneuers, lying in the mouth 
of the harbour, and extending from 
its eastern side half way across, has 
teen joined to the main land by a 
causeway above eight hundred feet 
in length, and upon this there are 
batteries, mounted with aborit sixty 
mortars and pieces of large calibre, 
and furnaces for heating shot. The 
port is approached from the north* 
east, and an invadifig fleet is therefore 
exposed to the whole fire of these 
works. The navigable channel is 
about a 'mile and a quarter long, and 
250 yards in breadth ; and on the op- 
posite side is another island, called 
Fort Blanc, with about 35 guns and 


a mortar batteiy. The gorge of this 
narrow channel, now that an attack 
was expected, was closed by a chaiti 
6f great strength, vessels were sunk 
to contract the passage, and four 
frigates were moored inside, head and 
• stern, filling the whole interval, arid 
presenting with their broadsides a bat- 
tery of more than 30 guns. There were 
also detached works along the shore. 
The principal batteries have ramparts 
of 25 and 30 feet, or treble this when 
the nature of the materials required 
it, and parapets of eight feet nigh. 
The guns were worked in barbette , 
on lottj traversing carriages. The 
reefs prevent an approach within grape 
range. u Thus,” ^ays an officer who 
served on the expedition, and has 
published a brief but clear account 
of the conquest, u Port Louis is al- 
most inaccessible by sea. You would 
be forced to pursue the tedious pro- 
cess of dismounting the guns of woiks 
which catinot be enfiladed, and during 
the whole operation be exposed to the 
fire of about 190 pieces of artillery.” 

The town is aituated in the most 
disagreeable part of the island. It 
stands in the opening of a valley about 
three miles long, and frtrni 800 to 
1 000 yards wide. This valley is form* 
ed by a chain of mountains, the high- 
est in the island, which bend round 
it in the rea*. ’ The highest part ter- 
minates in a rock, called La Poucej 4 
and here M. de la Bourdonnais had 
projected a sort of citadel which Would 
have been almost impregnable, but it 
was never executed On the eastern 
side there Were lines reaching from 
the hills to the sea, in tolerable rei 
pair, but not mounted with many 
guns, wanting more flanks, and ut- 
terly deficient in connection with and 
support from the hills. On the west- 
ern side the lines had been suffered 
td'foU to ruin, for the tVench de- 
1 
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{ ended upon the batteries at Grand 
Liver, which if the enemy advanced 
nlpng the shore might be a sufficient 
defence ; but if they came from the 
interior* skirting the mountain JDe- 
touvette, the town would have been 
entirely exposed on that side, where 
it might easily be made defensible. 
The town itself is incapable of de- 
fence. Being built of wood, the 
bouses are not even musket proof, 
and in a few hours it might be laid in 
ashes. General De Cafcn relied too 
much upon the seawork^, and ne- 
glected to strengthen himself on the 
land side. 


di T ion ip* of war temaixu* 
ed For the protection of the convoy 
at the anchorage, another rnimtain- 
ed the blockade of P ur t Louis, \ .tile 
that under the commodore shifte4 
its station as circumstances n quirtd, 
to keep up a more effectual commu* 
nication with the army as it advao* 
ced. 

The bay ofJMapon, where the laud? 
ing had been effected, is about fifteen 
miles from Port Louis ; it was neces- 
sary to advance as 60 on as possible, 
because after quitting the beach five 
miles of the road lay through a very 
thick wood, and it was therefore of 


On the 29th, the Lnglish fleet an- 
chored off Mauritius, in the narrow 
passage between the islet called Coin 
de Mire and the land. The French, 
who had a fort called Marlastn, in a 
bay about a league to the westward, 
immediately blewup the works. They 
had supposed that tne reefs which sur- 


the utmost important that the ene* 
my should not have time to occupy 
it. Here the advanced guard fell in 
with a picquet of the corps which wan 
retreating from Marlastn, and Colo* 
nel Keating, with a few others, was 
wounded. This was the only resist* 
ance which was met with till the co* 


round the island rendered it impreg- 
liable, and that it was impossible for 
a fleet of transports to find anchor- 
age. But Commodore Rowley had 
had every part of the leeward side 
minutely examined, and had discover- 
ed, not only that a fleet might anchor 
in this strait, but that there were also 
openings in the reef here through 
which several boats might enter' a- 
breast- Two brigs, which drew but 
little water, anchored on the reef. 
Within a hundred yards of the beach, 
'to cover the landing ; and before the 
evening closed, 10,000 men, with their 

S ms, stores, and ammunition, and 
rec days provisions, were safely 
landed. The disembarkation was con - 
4ucted by Captain Philip Beaver, late 
of the Acasta, now of the Nisus fri- 
gate* who displayed the same zeal, 
activity, and talents, which have die* 
tingmah£d,him vpon every occasion, 


lumns reached the more 
open country. The men Nov* 
halted about midnight, 
and resumed their march before day* 
break. General Abercrombie intend* 
ed not to halt again till he was before 
Port Louis ; but the men were great* 
ly exhausted for want of water, a$ 
well as from the exertions which they 
had made, and he found it expedient 
to take up a position about noon at 
Moulin a Poudrfc, on a gentle eleva* 
tion, a wood stretching along its front, 
and extending with some intervals to 
Port Louis, live miles distant. The 
French commander, General de Caen, 
with about 80 offhis hussar guard* 
cape himself to reconnoitre the mv** 
ders here, and surprised and cut t$ 
pieoes a sraalf picquet which he fell 
upon in the wood. He was pursue^ 
by some light companies ; some few of 
bis m?n fell, and he himself rauTowty 
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escaped, one ball grazing his leg, and 
another passing through his 
Dec . 1 . hat. Early the* next morn- 
ing, Lieut.-Col. McLeod 
was detached to the right to seize the 
batteries at Tombeau and Tortue, at 
which points it had been arranged that 
the troops should draw their supplies 
from the fleet. Our seamen had al- 
ready driven the enemy from some of 
their batteries, the remainder were 
evacuated as the troops approached. 
At five o’clork the army broke into 
columns of sections, advancing by the 
centre through the wood. Before it 
had advanced five hundred paces, a 
desultory fitc was commenced by the 
enemy's light troops ; they were op- 
posed with better effect, and over- 
taken while endeavouring to destioy 
a wooden bridge over the Serhc, but 
not before they had taken up the 
Homing. The British filed over the 
beams, and their field-pieces were 
dragged across the bed of the stream 
by the seamen. A little way on the 
other side of the river the enemy had 
taken* up a stiong position ; their 
force consisted of about 3500 men, 
under General Vandersmars, the chief 
part of the ai my remaining with the 
captain-general within their lines. 
This advanced position was very fa- 
vourable for aunoying the head of the 
British column as it shewed itself at 
the end of a narrow road, with a thick 
wood on each flank. The moment it 
appeared, the enemy’s line poured 
upon it a sort of confused volley, and 
before the troops which had cleared 
the defile could fo^n, the column in 
different parts, as it lay along t^e 
windings >f the road, was exposed to 
a shower of grape. Colonel Camp- 
bell and Major O’Keefe fell at this 
time, — two officers of distinguished 
ability. The troops formed with «s 
much regularity as the broken ground 


would admit ; the grenadiers of the 
59th were first, they had reserved 
their fire, and being supported by the 
flank companies of the reserve, they* 
hastened to charge the enemy ; but 
the French did not venture to stand 
their charge, they retired, or ra- 
ther fled, when our men were within 
about fifty paces of them, abandoned 
their field-pieces, and hastened con- 
fusedly to seek shelter within their 
lines. There was a signal post on a 
hill called thd Pirebot, from whence 
every movement 6f the army could be 
disce^ed ; having driven the French 
from their position, a corps ascended 
that eminence, Jook down the ene- 
my’s flag, and hoisted the British en- 
sign. This was the first time tha( 
the British flag had been planted in 
Mauritius, and it was hailed with 
shouts, which rung among the lnlls 
in echoes, a** chearmg to the English 
army as they were unwelcome to their 
dismayed opponents. 

From the intense heat, the exhaust- 
ed state of the troops, and the late- 
ness of the day. General Abercrombie 
delayed his attack upon the lines till 
the following morning, and took up 
a position just out of range of their 
shot, with his left oil the Pirebot* 
During the night a party of marines 
joined the army. In India they are 
usually dressed in white and bhie, 
and they were now, in the obscuri- 
ty of night, unhappily mistaken for 
French soldiers : the alarm spread, se- 
veral corps stood to their arms, some 
gave fire, many were wounded, arid 
some lives were lost. The enemy also 
are said to have been disturbed by a 
false alarm, during which the national 
guards betrayed such irresolution, as 
had some influence in disposing the 
general to capitulate. On 1 ' 
the following morning, while Dec. 2. 
General Abercrombie was 

» 
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about to detach a corps to the south- 
ern side of the town, and making ar- 
rangements for a general attack, a 
flag of truce arrived* Gen* do Caen 
demanded that the troops and sea- 
men should be sent to France, that 
the four French frigates and the two 
corvettes in the harbour should be 
retained by them for that purpose, 
and that inventories should be taken 
„of all the articles belonging to the 
emperor, to be preserve^! for him and 
restored at peace. # These two last 
ai tides were rejected, — so ought the 
former to have been ; but General 
Abercrombie, following a precedent 
which never must be mentioned with- 
out reprobation, consented to convey 
the troops to France, leaving them at 
full liberty to bear arms against us 
and our allies. Our ablest journalists 
remarked with proper feeling, that 
harder terms ought to have been en- 
forced, because, as far as humanity 
permits, we should lose no opportu- 
nity of degrading in the eyes of Eu- 
rope an insolent enemy, who is mces- 
aantlyendeavouringto represent Eng- 
land as inferior to France in courage 
afcd policy, and in all the arts of war. 
There was no want of means to dic- 
tate our own terms ; the Cape squa- 
dron, with 2000 troops, arrived du- 
ring the negociation, and surely their 
weight should have been thrown into 
the scale. 

Our loss amounted to 29 killed, 99 
wounded, 45 missing. About 1500 
prisoners were delivered. They were 
confined in prison ships, and for some 
months previous to the attack were 
kept indiscriminately under hatches, 
scantily victualled, and treated with 
unusual severity. The day after the 
capitulation was concluded, a French 
officer* on the guard of one of these 
Ships, told the men they were at liber- 
ty, and most imprudently added* that 


some casks of arrack on the deck 
were at their service. The poor fel- 
lows presently got drunk ; then they 
quarrelled with the French soldiers, 
and proceeding to take vengeance for 
the indignities which they lud suf- 
fered, threw one of them overboard. 
The French frigate moored alongside 
could not quell them till she had tired 
some rounds of grape upon them, 
which killed or wounded twelve, and 
drove the remainder below. Better 
treatment during their captivity, or 
less imprudence in restoring them to 
their freedom, would have prevented 
this bloodshed. 

This is the first revolution which 
the Isle of Mauritius has' undergone, 
the first wai that has ever been waged 
there ; yet the history of that island 
would be considered ap disgraceful to 
France and to humanity, if oui own 
colonial system had not familiarized 
us to the contemplation of human suf- 
ferings and human wickedness. The 
Dutch, who fiist possessed it, pui- 
chased slaves from the Fiench at Ma- 
dagascar j these poor people Rad all 
been kidnapped by the villainous set- 
tlers in their country ; they fled to 
the woods, and made such continual 
incursions upon their former masters, 
that the Dutch at length forsook the 
settlement in despair in 1712. The 
French had established themselves in 
Mascarenhas half a century eailicr; 
they were indebted for that colony to 
Flacourt, who was governor of their 
establishment at Madagascar, and who 
wrote the best book which ha9 yet ap- 
peared concerning that great country. 
From Mascarenhas they now took 
possession of*Mauritius. In both is- 
lands the sin of slavery brought with 
it its punishment, and the runaway 
slaves lost no opportunity of taking 
vengeance upon their t\ rants, The 
French, who speak witfi such horror, 
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of Cortes and Pizarro, instead of ma- 
king any effort to conciliate or civi- 
lize them, which might so easily have 
been done, set a price upon their 
heads. Admiral Kempenfelt relates, 
that the Captain of a French ship, 
knowing the Maroons in Mascaren- 
has could see from the mountains 
every thiug that passed where his 
vessel lay, ordered some of his sail* 
ora to laud, and enjoy themselves on 
shore with biscuit and cheese, and 
brandy, some bottles of which he 
misted with arsenic. The negroes 
came towards them, and took posses- 
sion of the bait which had been left 
for them. The next * morning this 
villainous murderer sent on shore to 
see for how many heads he was en- 
titled to claim ; twenty were found, 
and about as many more so swelled 
with the quantity of water wliich they 
had drank to allay their torment, that 
they were incapable of moving. They 
also past into the other world, where, 
as Kempenfelt sayB with proper feel- 
ing, it is probable they found a more 
happy allotment than the captain ex- 
perienced wheH he made the same 


voyage. 

This wholesale murder was an act 
of individual guilt $ it is more pain- 
ful to think of the daily and hourly 
crimes which aros^from the accursed 
system of slavery. For the most tri- 
fling fault or even accident, for ne- 
glecting to shut the door, or for 
breaking a plate, the slaves, without 
fegprd to sex, were {logged till co- 
vered with blood, «nd vinegar and salt 
wp* then, rubbed into their wound* 
They Vrete gttfd hand and foot* te*3 
ladder, Otdrster then came with 
arwhip, mf si French postillion’s, and 
laid o 100; or twice as many 
lashes, every one of which carried 
awafy the-akkz Sfc Pterre-saye,*** that* 
the smack of the whips echoed in the 


hills like the report of a pistol, and 
that when he went abroad the cries of 
Mercy, master, mercy ! used to pierce’ 
his heart.” At night, as if to add in* 
suit and mockery of religion to cruel-* 
ty, they were regularly made to pray 
for their hellish masters and mistress* 
es. An eighteenth part of all the 
slaves in the island were every year* 
consumed by this 6ystem of slow mur-^ 
der. Many of these poor wretsher- 
destroyed thqpiselves. They have of- 
ten nut to sea in, a canoe, in hope of 
reaching Madagascar ; more have 
sometimes made the attempt than the 
canoe would carry, and they have then 
been known alternately .to embark 
and 9wim throughout a voyage of 
100 leagues ! In Madagascar it is be* 
lieved that the French bought slaves 
to eat their flesh, make red wine of 
their blood, and gunpowder of their 
bones. If it had been so, the guilt of 
the planter would scarcely be greater, 
and the misery of the slave would bo 
less. When the priest attempts to 
convert them, his main difficulty is to 
persuade them that the Europeans, 
who have been the cause of all their 
sufferings, can ever be instrumental lb 
their going to heaven. They comfort 
themselves by a belief, that the vol- 
cano in Mascarenhas is the mouth of 
hell, into which the white men are 
plunged ; and where the demons effl* 
ploy them as slaves in digging the 
bowels of the mountain, and directing 
the lava 'Streams^ under negio drivers 
who are as remorseless 4 as they hate 
been themselves. 

The runaway slave when he wan 
caught, wa4 whipped for the first' eft 
fence, and marked, by having one 6 i 
his ears cut off ; for the second, he 
was again whipped, hamstrung* and 

K in chains ; for the third, hung or 
ken alive on the wheel. They 
went joyfully to execution,; and suf- 
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fipred without a groan, St Pierre saw 
a woman throw herself eagerly from 
the ladder* that she might be the 
soo’ier in that world where she ex- 
pected that mercy which had been 
^enied her in this. The Maroons 
were hunted like wild beasts* which 
Baron Grant assures os was absolute- 
ly necessary 1 But it was not suffi- 
cient to employ soldiers and dogs ; 
jthe inhabitants would form parties of 
pleasure for this purpoje, put up a 
negro as they would a deer, and if they 
Could not make a chaqe of it* they 
•hot him and brought his head into 
the town in triumph upon the end of 
a stick,— a tight of which St Pierre 
was an eye-witness every week. These 
poor wretches used to venture at night 
down to the sea-side for the sake of 
fishing ; they spent the whole morn' 
ing in casting lots, by which they 
were to be guided for the day ; ana 
•uch was the continual fear and dan- 
ger in which they lived* that the mo- 
ment a child was born among them it 
was put to death, le$t its cries should 
discover their biding place. Some 
half century ago* about forty of them 
retired to the promontory of Brabant* 
and began to make plantations, ho- 
ping they might remain there unob- 
served* or at least unmolested ; but 
the Europeans marched aforce, against 
them* and, rather than return, to sla- 
very* they all threw themselves into 
the sea. • These horrors grow out of 
the system of slavery, not from the 
national character of the French in 
Mauritius* or the Dutch in Surinam, 
Shocking aa* they are* they may be 
paralleled jn opr pwn islands* where 
Hodge has so lately been executed* 
and where Huggins is still unhung. 
The abolishment of the slave-trade is 
indeed the greatest triumph that hue 
manity has ever obtained $ but huma« 


nity has done but half its work* till 
slavery itself is abolished wherever the 
power of Great Britain extends. 

Mauritius was the favourite co* 
lony of France* and no colony has 
ever had more efforts made for it* 
improvement. M. de la Bourdon* 
nais, the most distinguished of its 
governors* introduced the mandioc 
frpm Brazil, and compelled every in« 
habitant to plant 500 feet of ground 
with it for every slave which he pos- 
sessed. This so disgusted them* that 
some even watered the plantations 
with boiling water ; but it was not 
long before they discovered that a 
root which was equally safe from the 
hurricanes, which are the only natural 
plague of the island, and from the lo- 
custs, who were then their worst ene- 
mies, effectually secured them against 
famine. The nutmeg, the clove, the 
bread fruit* and the dry rice of Co* 
chin China,, were introduced by M. 
Poivre. Qrnametual trees have been 
brought from different climates ; the 
gold fish from Chma* and the gnu- 
rami, which is esteemed the best fresh- 
water fish of the East* from Batavia. 
It was attempted also tu colonize the 
island with frogs* because they, would 
eat the egg and the worm of the mos- 
quito* and the French would eat them; 
but this attempt was unsuccessful. 
The Cape bird* which was transport- 
ed there for its song, has become so 
mischievous to the plantations* that 
the government endeavoured to de* 
stroy it,* by setting a price upon it« 
head ; but another bird from the same* 
country* known by its habit of in>» 
paling worms and caterpillars upoi* 
the tnorps of the bushes, hat* been 
found exceedingly useful, and is call*; 
ed the gardener’s friend. A few ene** 
mies have been imported* t wberevet 
ships And their way rats gqyritfctb«p a 
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and it is said that their depredations 
contributed as much to make the 
Dutch forsake the island as the in- 
cursions of the Maroons. The cock- 
roch has been brought from Ame- 
rica* and is at this time the greatest 
scourge of both islands. Snails and 
ants nave only been known there 
within the last thirty years, and both 
are exceedingly destructive. Still 
more recently, the kermes has de- 
stroyed the prickly pear, which used 
to form almost all the hedges. In St 
Pierre’s time, the locusts were the 
scourge of the settlers ; he has seen 
them light upon the fields like a fall 
of snow, and cover the ground to the 
depth of eevera? inches ; but they 
have been completely extirpated by 
the universal practice of sweeping 
them in their grub state into holes 
about the size of the crown of a hat, 
dug for the purpose, covering them 
with a spade-full of earth, and then 
treading the grave down. This is 

E erhaps the only instance, in which 
uman industry has ever cleared a 
whole country of a pernicious insect : 
a wind* from the south may possibly 
again bring over a few stragglers, but 
in an island of that size, whenever they 
multiply, it will be easy again to de- 
stroy them. 

When the island was discovered, 
it was overgrown with woods, which 
have been rapidly wasted. The first 
settlers, intent only upon clearing the 
ground, felled the trees, without any 
forethought of evil consequences, and 
planted none to supply their poste- 
rity* The havock is also increased 
by the custom of sitting fire to the 
grass in September, thus yearly lessen* 
mg those forests winch <the axe had 
spared. Ifepce the soil, being in parts 
wholly ^spoiled of shelter, is parched 
by thgvSun, and the diminution of t’ e 
... 6 


woods has diminished the quantity of, 
rain. Attempts have bee* made to 
raise plantations of young trees, but 
it is difficult to rear them, because of 
the aridity which lias been thus pro* 
duced, and because when the rain does 
fall, it washes away the loose earth 
from their roots. The remedy for this 
evil is to prohibit burning the grass* 
and to plant such trees as require 
least moisture. The climate is tem- 
perate and salubrious : white men can 
work in the open air ; yet girls, it is 
said, are sometimes married at eleven : 
this precocity must be the effect of 
education and manners, not of the la* 
titude. Viscount de Vaux states the 
population in 177t> to have amounted 
to 6*5,000, of whom 10,000 were 
white and mulattoes, and 55,000 
slaves. Since that time it is supposed 
to have doubled.* Port Louis is* said 
to contain about 6000 houses ; its po- 
pulation therefore cannot be over- 
rated when taken at 30,000. In St 
Pierre’s time, this capital was called 
the Camp, and had scarcely an> ap- 
pearance of a town. Bory St Vin- 
cent, who guesses its inhabitants at 
only half the number which our au- 
thor assigns to it, gives no very invi- 
ting account of its appearance ; he 
speaks of unpaved streets, low wood- 
en houses, most of them having only 
a ground floor, none rising above a 
single story, and negroes going about 
naked \ giving, besides the indecency 
of the sight, an air of misery and sa- 
vageness to the place. But the lowness 
of the houses is the effect of prudence 
and not of poverty, for thus they es- 
cape the force of the hurricanes to 
which the island is subject ; and the 
officer to whom we are indebted for 
thedetails of the expedition, describes 
them as painted, and kept in the clean- 
est order without, aud ornamented 
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within in a style approaching to Pa- 
risian elegance. Perhaps the French 
revolution has improved Mauritius, as 
Louis the Fourteenth’s persecution 
was the means of improving the co- 
lony at the Cape. Many old and 
noble families took refuge there, and 
carried with them feelings which ad- 
versity had purified and ennobled, and 
manners which it had not debased. 

Mascnrenhas is rather the larger 
island of the two : it is nearly circu- 
lar, without a single bay«or creek on 
its coast, rising gradually from every 
side to a volcano near the centre, 
which is said to be 9000 feet above 
the level of the sea. The landing, 
even at the capital, is exceedingly dif- 
ficult. In St Pierre’s time, a draw- 
bridge was used for unlading sloops ; 
it projected more than fourscore feet 
over the sea, being sustained by iron 
chains, and at the end there was a 
rope ladder for those who would land 
to ascend by. This was the only 
place in the whole island where any 
person could land without first jump- 
ing into the sea. A mole, which M. 
de la Bourdonnais constructed, was 
carried away by the waves. St De- 
nis is described as more like a village 
than a town $ the streets are fenced 
with palisades, and resemble roads in 
the country, half overgrown with 
weeds. European commodities are 
enormously dear the#, b$ing purcha- 
sed from Mauritius. The soil, how- 
ever, is more fertile than that of the 
other island, and the cultivation bet- 
ter. The coffee is reckoned little in- 
fenor to that of Mocha ; gieat use is 
made of it ; it is considered a neces- 
sary article of life for those who sleep 
on the ground, and the best iefresli» 
ment foi those who are exposed to 
fatigue and cold. St Vincent says, 


that the poorest hunters, who pass 
the night in the woods, and confine 
the rest of their pot tabic equipage to 
so many rounds of powdei and ball/ 
a tobacco pipe and a steel, never dis- 
pense with coffee ; and it they ait? 
lucky enough to find honey to sweet- 
en it, they prize the beverage beyond 
al| the strong liquors in the woild. 
Experience has convinced them of its 
virtues,— perhaps they learnt them 
originally from some of their African 
slaves. The food which enables the 
Galla to traverse wide deserts, and fall 
suddenly upon the cultivated country 
of Abyssinia, consists only of balls of 
coffee mixed with buttei : a lump of 
this composition, abodt the size of a 
billiard ball, keeps them, they say, in 
strength and spirits during a whole 
day’s fatigue, better than a loaf of 
bread or a meal of * meat. Coffee is 
the most valuable production of the 
island. An officer who has publish- 
ed an account of the conquest, esti- 
mates the total value of its agricultu- 
ral produce at 1,430,800 dollars, of 
which the coffee amounts to 73^ h O0O f 
and fcloves to 540,000 ; the remaining 
items are cotton, corn, mai/c, jjar- 
vanzos, and potatoes. The public re- 
venue he estimates at 230,000, thp po- 
pulation at 90,346, of whom* 16,400 
are whites and creoles, 8490* fiee 
blacks, and 70,450 slaves. Near half 
the inhabitants were wept off about 
five-and-twenty years ago by the small 
pox, yet Bory ot Vincent says they 
would neither admit variolous nor vac- ¥ 
cine inoculation. f 

Mascarenhas had suffered much fi pirt 
the war } being without a port 
ships might find security, its com- ' 
merce was eiftirely debtio)ed, a 
manufactures and, agricultuie^vrpre * 
both declining in consequence. But 4 


* Bruce. 
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Mauritius had profited by the state 
of things; from hence the French car- 
ried on their intrigues with the Arabs, 
with Persia, and with the Indian 
powers ; here their privateers and 
ci uizers brought all their prizes; the 
Arabs, who traded under our favour 
along the; whole coast of India, sup- 
plied them with rice, and took in re- 
turn priz* goods at half cost. The 
naval defence of India, while the ene- 
my possess d this settlement, occa- 
sioned an annuil expenditure of more 
than 1 500, (XX) 1. ; more than half 
the force may now be withdrawn, and 
even this material diminution of cx- 
pence is less ig»oortant than the sa- 
ving in human life which will be ef- 
fected, by withdrawing so many of 
our seamen from an unhealthy cli- 
mate. 

Having accomplished a conquest 
which we were so long afraid to at- 
tempt, what ought to be the determi- 
nation of England concerning these im- 
portant islands ? Is she to retain them, 
or to restore thetn whenever peace is 
made, that in a future war we may 
be exposed to the same lossca and the 
sanrcfe danger as in this ? A * writer, 
whose opinions are entitled to great 
weight, says, that whenever the ques- 
tion of peace comes to be agitated, 
the restoration of these islands will be 
made a sine duA non : that this con- 
sideration will have its due effect on 
those who may have to negociate, 
and that, looking forward to this, we 
ought to pull down rather than build 
up, to demolish rather than repair* 
But with regard to these and our la- 
t<$r conquests in Java, he says, theef 
wisest and most profitable policy 
would HftnapB be that of delivering 
them bfkto the hands of the natives j 
taking care, however, in the >st 


place, to demolish all the forts, bat* 
teries, lines and redoubts, arsenals, 
magazines, storehouses of every de- 
scription of a public nature, and to 
bring away or destroy all arms and 
ammunition, and on no account what* 
ever to suffer a single French, Dutch, 
or other European officer or soldier 
to remain upon any of the islands* 
leaving no kind of naval or militaiv 
stores that could facilitate the rebuild* 
ing and re-establishing their defences. 
A measure of th s kind would remove 
all temptation from the enemy to re* 
cover the possession of Java or the 
Mauritius. To rebuild and re-esta- 
blish are very different operations from 
those of stepping at once into a com* 
plete and ready Furnished settlements 
It may be easy enough to prevent 
him from forming new establishments, 
but very difficult to dislodge him from 
the old ones. The safest way, there- 
fore, is to dismantle them altogether, 
and intrust them chiefly to naval pro* 
tection. 

Whatever might be the expediency 
of such measures with regard to Java, 
the cilcumstances of tl}at great island 
are so different from those of Mauriti- 
us, that what might be allowable and 
even prudent in the one instance, may 
be both impolitic and abominable in 
the other. Demolish the fortifications 
of Mauritius, and the Arabian pirates 
will lay it wasted— -disarm the peo- 
ple, and the negroes will settle their 
long arrear of wrongs, by cutting the 
throats of every white inhabitant- As 
to restoring theisUnd, Vis indeed to 
be expected that, if negociations were 
to be opened upon such grounds <as* 
they have been at the endof former* 
wars, France would require the sa* . 
orifice,— but this contest is not like 
other wars. While that country if 

t* Ibid, No. iff. p< 4W. 
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under its present ruler, or while it 
retains its present power, or is actu- 
ated by its present principles, peace 
i* impossible ; and, as far as human 
foresight Cah discern, England must 
never talk of peace till she is in a con- 
dition to dictate it* 

Mauritius Is valued by France, not 
as a commercial colony, but as a mili- 
tary and naval station, from whence 
she mdy threaten and endanger our 
Indian empire* What ipay be the 
h6pes and fears which a wise man 
must feel concerning that extraordi- 
nary empire, this is not the place to 
say ; but it is our obvious business to 
deprive the enemy, as far as possible, 
of the mean 8 of annoying us there, 
and it ill our duty to make Mauritius 
and Mascarenhas British colonies, for 
the sake of all the adjacent countries, 
as well as of India. For nearly two 
centuries the French have been the 
Curse of Madagascar. The first thing 
they did, when they attempted to 
make a settlement there, was to ex- 
terminate the descendants of some 
shipwrecked Portugue/e, who retain- 
ed enough of their fathers* arts and 
knowledge, to have acquired a benefi- 
cial ascendancy among the natives. 
The settlements which at different 
tftnes they formed there were so many 
ittsts of slave-dealers, and in these 
times not less than forty of their 
agents were dispersed round the coast 
to encourage war among the different 
thbea; a$ the readiest way of procu- 
ring a supply of slaves* Even this 
great island, kept in barbarism as it 
was by these nefarious means, was not 
sufficient to satisfy their demands j 
afld for many years past, the natives 
of the north-west coast of Madagascar 
hive been in the practice of sending 
out expeditions, consisting sometimes' 
of 300 large boats, and from ten to 
twelve thousand-men* against the Co- 


moro islands, for the purpose of car* 
rying off the peaceable inhabitants 
and selling them to the French* In 
this manner they have nearly depops* 
lated the beautinil island of Hnuueu* 
where Sir William Jones found a hos- 
pitably and happy people, who were 
wdl enough informed to be solicitous 
for information of the political state 
of (he maritime powers, and Russia, 
and Turkey, and America; who were 
desirous of increasing their comforts 
by extending their commerce; and 
who had written in their mosque a 
lesson of Arabian wisdom, which may- 
be read with profit in Europe: w The 
world,*’ it said, “ is given us for our 
edification, not for the purpose of 
raising sumptubus buildings: life, for 
the discharge 6f moral and religious 
duties, not for pleasurable indulgen- 
ces: wealth, to be liberally bestowed, 
not avariciously hoarded : and learn- 
ing, to produce godd actions, not 
empty disputes.” 

At the close of the 1 5th century 
East Africa was rapidly advancing in 
civilization : Settlements were fortned 
by the Arabs on its islands and along 
its shores, whose merchant»kmgs re- 
mind us of Phtxfadia ; but their grow- 
ing prosperity was destroyed by the 
Portuguese, who, at the expence of 
more immediate evil than has yet been 
repaired, accomplished the great ob- 
ject of effectually stopping the pro- 
gress of Mahommedry. However ci- 
roneous in their opinions, however 
cruel in their means, their views were 
great and generous ; while the French 
slave-dealers in thifage have indicted 
similar evils upon the Comoro islands, 
in pursuit of « traffic which other 
countries have pronounced infamous* 
Our conquest of Mauritius has deli* 
vered the East African islands from* 
the curses of this abominable trade ; 
were it only for this refwo n, that con- 
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quest ought never to be relinquished. 
It secures us also the trade of the 
Red Sea, and that ascendancy in the 
Persian Gulph, which was threatened 
by the intrigues of their agents at 
Muscate and Bussora. They had 
fixed their eyes on Ormuz, and they 
had endeavoured to establish them* 
selves upon the island of Camaram, 
thinking, by the possession of that 
island and its excellent harbour,' to 
exclude us from the Red Sea ; the 
very policy which the Turks, when 
they were a politic and a powerful 
people, attempted against the Portu- 
guese. In the piratical Arabs, in 
the WaJiabees^ and in the Imaun of 
Sana, with all bf whom they had es- 
tabbshed an intercourse, they would 
have found effective and formidable 
allies, and they would have obtained 
a still more powerful one in Persia, 
if Great Britain had not happened for 
once to send out as able an embassa- 
dor as France. One vigorous mea- 
sure has frustrated their projects, and 
our possession of Mauritius may be 
as beneficial to East Africa, as the 
British conquests in Asia have been 
to the people of Hindostan. 

But to make the possession of these 
important islands secure, they must 
be made English by something more 
than mere possession, and receive the 
laws and language of England. Their 
size, and the small number of their 
white inhabitants, render it easy to ef- 
fect this ; and if we have not learnt 
from the Romans the wisdom of this 
policy, we have gone to school to lit- 
tle purpose. In Mascarenhas, Colo- 


nel Keating seems to have depended 
upon the friendly disposition of the 
people, for no sooner had he conquer* 
ed the island than he ventured to raise 
a corps there, putting arms into the 
hands of the very men who had so 
recently been in arms against him. 
General Abercrombie, it is said, did 
not fully approve of this confidence ; 
the inhabitants of that island are nqt 
doubt better disposed to us than those 
of the Mauritius, because they have 
every thing*to gain by the change of 
government, and perhaps also the re- 
membrance of their English descent 
has not been without its influence in 
a considerable portion of them ; for 
many Englishmen, the companions of 
Avery, Condor, England, Pattison, 
and other pirates of those days, set- 
tled there, having enriched themselves 
in the Red Sea and the Gulph, and 
their descendants arc said to be very 
numerous. No such disposition can be 
supposed to exist in the other island, 
but it will not be difficult to produce 
it. The first step must be to declare 
our determination of retaining perma- 
nent possession ; the next to establish 
schools, and provide that all the chil- 
dren be taught the English language. 
Build churches there, instruct the ne- 
groes in the English faith, make law* 
for the gradual abolition of slavery 
as well as of the slave trade, and the 
next generation will see these island* 
more flourishing, more happy, and. 
more secure, than any of our own co- 
lonies are at this moment, or seem 
likely to become. 
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Marriage r * \rte . Holland annexed to France. AniuCommercial 
decrees. * Affairs of France , and of the North of Europe . 


At the commencement of the year 
the people of France were informed, 
that a reduction of 200, 000 men 
would be made in their military esta- 
blishment ; thus limiting it to 700,000, 
half of which force was to be employ- 
ed in the defence of the coast, and in 
what were called maritime expedi- 
tions, the other half destined to carry 
on the operations in Spain : — Spain, 
where Buonaparte had promised that 
not a village should be in arms by the 
Christmas of 1808, — Spain, which, 
after the retreat of Sir John Moore, 
Lord* Grenville and Lord # Auck- 
land, had declared to be actually sub- 
dued, — Spain still required, by the 
confession of the French minister of 
finance, a French force of 350,000 
men, to support the poor puppet who 
had suffcreanimself to be made equally 
infamous and miserable, by being pla- 
ced upon its throne. The Corsican, 
by whose folly and frantic wicked- 
ness this contest had been wholly and 
solely occasioned, knew how neces- 
sary it was to persuade the French 
people, that a war, which they felt to 
be so destructive, was not altogether 
as inglorious as it was unjust ; and 
for \he purpose of this deceit, the 
flag’s taken from the raw recruits and 


volunteers at Espinosa, Burgos, Tu- 
dela, and Somosierra, and those which 
had been betrayed by IVJor- 
la at Madrid, were pre- Jan . 22. 
sented to the legislative bo- 
dy ; a detachment of the grenadiers 
of the Imperial Guard were introdu- 
ced, and seated on both sides of Buo- 
naparte's statue, that the stage might 
be full ; a few rhetorical speeches 
were let off, and the session then con- 
cluded, like a 6tagc-spectacle, with a 
flourish of trumpets, and shouts of 
Longlive the Emperor ! — Buonaparte 
understands the people whom he go- 
verns : a few days before the repre- 
sentation of this scene, in replying to 
a deputation from one of the depart- 
ments, and professing his anxiety to 
promote their happiness and their glo- 
ry,— 4 “ T say their glory," said he, 
et for without it, I conceive there can 
be no happiness for a Frenchman." 
So well was he aware of this, that even 
juBt after the conclusion of the most 
spleudid campaign in which he had 
ever been engaged, «hc found it ne- 
cessary to go back fourteen months 
for such trophic^ as these. 

The produce of the customs in 
1809 fell short of the receipts of the 
preceding year, by moiethan a third 


. See our last year’s volume, p. 23. 
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part ; but the minister of finance, resources, and starving manufacturers'; 
when he announcedrthis in his report, and the opposition told them, that 
spoke of it as a fact which proved the France was certain of success in what* 
success of the anti-commercial sys- ever she attempted on the continent ; 
tem ; for the English exports, he af- that the cause of Spain was hopeless ; 
firmed, had decreased within the same that i\ was impossible for us to carry 
time to the enormous amount of 19 on the war ; that if we did not eman« 
millions sterling; so that the measure cipate the catholics, Ireland would be 
which diminished the proceeds of the lost, and the loss of Ireland wouMj 
French customs in a degree which draw after it the downfall of the Bri- 
could not occasion any embarrassment tish empire. Speeches of this tenouf 
to the revenue, must prove fatal to and tendency were carefully transla- 
England. Every ai tifice was employ- ted for theause of the emperor’s sub- 
ed to make the people believe that jects, and sent from one end of France 
England was on the brii*k of ruin. the other : But when the French 
The king’s speech, as usual, was falsi saw it asserted, upon the authority of 
lied and sent abroad. There it was English members of parliament, that 
said, that wfiatever temporary and the Spaniards arid Portuguese had 
partial inconveniences may have re- nothing worth fighting for ; that they 
suited from the measures which were were inimical in their hearts to Eng- 
directed by France against our trade land ; that Buonaparte was reforming 
and revenue, the great source of our the abuses of their old government^ 
prosperity and strength, those mea- . and redressing their grievances ; when 
surea had wholly failedtof. prod ucing they saw it affirmed in the English 
any general effect. T^^^^alFiench House of Commons, that the people 
paper substituted fol WH |p words a of Spain must know Marquis * Wel- 
sentence, in which Spiling was lesley would, if the opportunity should 
made to tell his parliament*, that they offer, take both Spain and Portugal 
must be aware that the measures as Buonaparte had done ; when they 
adopted by France to dry up the saw the same persons who represent? 
great souices of our prosperity had ed Sir John Moore as a consummate 
been to a certain degree efficient. It general, a hero, and a martyr, vilify 
was said, that we were not merely on the talents of Lord Wellington, deny 
the verge of national bankruptcy, but his merits, oppose the rewards which 
actually sufftring under all the hor- were so justly conferred on him, and 
rorsof famine ; that our cropsof every maintain, in the.face of their insulted 
kind had failed; we were obliged to country, that theBritish^rmy had gain- 
feCd our cattle with sugar and mo- ed uo victory at Tajavera ; it appear- 
lasses, and had nothing but sugar, co» ed to them impossible that language, 
coa, and coffee, and the skin and bones at once so false, so absurd, qnd so co- 
of these cattje for ourselves. To a operative with the designs of France, 
certain degree, Buonaparte and # liis could have been uttered by aq Eng- 
jotfrn af ists may have perhaps believed lish tongue ; Mr Whitbread’s speech* 
the falsehoods which they circulated ; es were supposed to have been invent- 
they redd |n our own factious news- ed in France, and they attributed to 
papers of decaying trade, diminished the artifices of their own government 

k Volume II. p. 305. 
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what was in reality the genuine effu- 
sions of weak minds, irritable tem- 
pers. and disappointed faction. 

« Messieurs,” said Buonaparte to 
one of the deputations which congra- 
tulated him upon his victories, «• my- 
ielf and the Emperor of Russia, my 
ally, have made every effort to give 
peace to the world, but without suc- 
cess. The King of England, grown 
old in his hatred against France, wish- 
ed for war* His situation prev< nts 
him from feeling the calamities which 
It brings upon the wojld at large, or 
from calculating its results with re- 
gard to his own family. Neverthe- 
less the war must come to an end, 
and we shall then be greater and more 
powerful than we have ever been. 
The French empire is in the vigour 
of youth ; it cannot but grow and 
consolidate itself : that of my ene- 
mies is in the last stage of life ; every 
thing presages its decay. Every year 
that they retard the peace of the 
world, will only augment my power.” 
That power appeared to superficial 
politicians to be established and se- 
cured by his alliance with the house 
of Austria. The negociations for 
this marriage were carried on with the 
utmost secrecy, ' though his divorce 
made it certain that he was about to 
take another wife, Vienna was al- 
most the only dourt in Europe in 
which it was not conjectured that he 
would seek one. At length the Vien- 
na journals officially announced “ the 
high destiny to wnich the Archdu- 
chess Maria Louisa had been called 
by Providence,” and the continental 
journalists, who were debarred from 
other topics, continued for many 
weeks to fill their pages * with ac- 
counts of the ceremonials, anecdotes 
of the imperial courtship, and descrip- 
tions of the beauty of the bride ; her 
graceful form, the delicate whiteness 
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of her complexion, the brilliancy of 
her blue eyes, the profusion of her 
bright flaxen hair, the fine shape of 
her bands and feet, and the beauty of 
her teeth, when the Austrian Hpa 
were opened by a smile, and discover- 
ed their perfect symmttry and exqui- 
site colour. Nothing it se« med could 
equal her beauty, except it was her 
affection foi the hero who had chosen 
her, or rather whom the had chosen ; 
for the world was widely mistaken 
in supposing that the young archdu- 
chess was about to be led like a bmb 
to the altar ; she was herself the prime 
mover of Napoleon's marvellous at- 
tachment : the whole ambition of her 
soul had been direct^ to enslave by 
her charms the conqueror of the uni- 
verse. And this passion was not 
more ardent in itself, than it was ex* 
traordinary in its effects. To the as- 
tonishment of every one, she read the 
rapid and difficult writing of Buona- 
parte with a readiness which seemed 
like inspiration ; and one day when 
she hastened eagerly to her father, 
and he asked the cause of the Joy 
which was apparent in her counte- 
nance, she riplud, 44 It is because we 
have obtained great advantages in 
Spain.” The house of Austria is base 
enough for this part of the story to be 
true ; for at the very time while prepa- 
rations were making for the marriage 
festivals at Vienna, and for illumina- 
ting the city, at that very time Hofet 
was put to death by Buonaparte, and 
not one effort was made to save him 
by the Unfeeling and worthless family 
which he had served so well f 

Berthier was sent^o Vienna as em- 
bassador on this occasion. At thq 
first public entertainment given in ho- 
nour of him, a transparency was ex- 
hibited, representing 4 Fame support- 
ing two imperial crowns, on which 
were the initial letter?, of Napojcw 
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and Louisa ; under this was a winged 
genius uniting the arms of France 
and Austria, and decorating them 
with a crown of myrtle and laurel* 
The ceremony of formally demanding 
the archduchess took place on the 
eighth of March ; and when Bcrthicr 
addressed the future empress, telling 
hei that her august parent bad gra- 
tified the wishes of the emperor his 
mast r, he addeJ, that political con- 
siderations might have influenced the 
deiei munition of the two sovereigns, 
but the firt consideration was that 
of her happiness. " It is above all, 
madam, your heart,” said he, ** that 
the emperor my master wishes to ob- 
tain of you. It will be delightful to 
behold the Genius of Power united on 
a great throne with those attractions 
and graces which render it beloved.” 
This flower of eloquence was too 
late for the transparency, and as we 
were at war with France, it could not 
even serve as the subject for an em- 
bellishment in the Ladies Magazine, 
to which it would have been so well 
adapted. The portrait of Buonaparte 
was then presented upon a velvet 
cushion, and appended to the bosom 
of the archduchess by the grand mis- 
tress. Buonaparte requested Prince 
Charles to officiate as proxy, telling 
him, that he knew not a worthier 
prince, nor a greater general; and 
that the two battles in which they 
were opposed to each other in the 
last war had so covered him with 
glory, that lie was anxious this so- 
lemn proof should be given of his 
sense of the prince’s merits. “ Be 
pleased then,” said he, <€ to perform 
for me this interesting act, which 
tends to secure the tranquillity of 
Europe, and, by giving my hand to 
the ‘Princpes Louisa, efface every 
thing that is not inseparably connect- 
ed with a perpetual friendship between ' 


France and Austria.” Prince Charlea 
felt no humiliation at being thus re- 
minded of Aspern and of Wagram $ 
of a victory which he had shown him- 
self incapable of pursuing, and a de- 
feat which had made him consent tq 
purchase peace by the abandonment, of 
principle and of honour. He replied 
to Bcrthicr, that he was equally flat- 
tered by the emperor’s choice, and 
penetrated by the delightful senti- 
ment, that this alliance would efface 
all traces of 1 political dissention, and 
that the momeht in which he should 
pi esent the hand of the archduchess 
in token of a reconciliation, as frank 
as it was faithful, would be the mo6t 
interesting of his life. 

Buonaparte met the princess at 
Compiegnc. The first part of the 
marriage ceremony, which, according 
to the new laws of France, was the 
civil marriage, was performed in the 
palace of St Cloud, on the first of 
April. The parties declared, that they 
took each other in marriage ; and then 
the prince archchancellor, in the name 
of the emperor and the law, declared 
that they were united. The religious 
.ceremony took place on the following 
day in the chapel of the Louvre ; an 
estrade, with a canopy over it, was 
erected in fiont of the altar, upon, 
which two chairs of state were placed, 
with a praying desk, for Buonaparte 
and his bride. Close to the altar stood 
two large wax-tapers, in each of 
which twenty pieces of gold were in- 
crusted, and a bason, containing thirty 
pieces of gold and the marriage ring, 
was laid upon the altar. At the bot- 
tom of the steps were two cushions 
for their majesties, and at the top, 
three chairs for the grand almoner 
and the two assistant bishops. To 
the right of the altar the cardinals 
were seated, and the bishops on the 
left. The whole of the procession * 
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having taken their appointed v placefi 
the Vent Creator was chaunted, and 
the grand almoner pronounced a be- 
nediction oa the thirty pieces of void 
and the jrbg* 'Thie being done, Buo- 
naparte #nd the princess, taking off 
their gloves* advanced to the foot of 
the attar, and there took each other 
by the light hand, while the grand 
almoner said, “Sire, yoii declare that 
you acknowledge, and you swear be- 
fore God* and in the face of his holy 
church; that jou now take as your 
wife and lawful spoq& her Imperial 
and Royal Highness Madame Maria 
Louisa, Archduchess of Austria, here 
present ?” « Yes,” having been replied, 
lie continued, “ You promise and 
swear tube faithful to her in all things, 
as a faithful husband ought to be 
toward his spouse, according to the 
commandment of God ?” The same 
foim was repeated to the princess, 
with this distinction only, that the 
word acknowledge Waa omitted, that 
word implying tne validity of thepre- 
vious civil marriage ; but if Maria 
Louisa did not consider the eiyil mar- 
riage as valid, with what conscience 
did she regard the civil divorce s fyom 
Josephine, by virtue pf, which she 
was now becoming the wife of a man 
actually under excommunication ? 

The grand almoner then delivered 
the pieces of gold one by one to Btio- 
napai te, who preseuted them in like 
manner to his new empress, amt Ihe 
thmsfcired them to one gf her maids 
of honour. Buonaparte next, w recei- 
ving the ring from the minister, placed 
it upon her finger, saying, I give 
you this i mg in token of the marriage 
which we contract ana the grand 
almoner, making the sign of the cross 
upon her hand, pronounced them man 
and wife, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Sou, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Kneeling then, and holding 
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each other by the right hand, they 
received the nuptial benediction ; they 
then resumed their seats and went 
through the ceremony of kissing the 
gospels, after which they advanced 
to tne altar, each bearing one of the 
topers with the twenty purees of gold 
incased in it, which they delivered as 
their offering to the grand almoner. 
High mass was now performed, du- 
ring which they Were repeatedly per- 
fumed with incense and sprinkled 
with holy water. During the propi- 
tiate they kneeled on the cushion* 
placed for them, under a canopy of 
silver brocade, which was held over 
them by an archbishop pnd a bishop. 
They received the sacrament, and the 
ceremony was concluded by a Te 
Deum. 

STo mark the epoch of his marriage, 
as he said, by acts of indulgence and 
benevolence, Buonaparte proclaimed 
a free pardon to all deserters who had 
deserted before the year 1806, and to 
all whose desertion was of later date, 
on condition that they returned to 
the army ; all unpaid fines impoSed # by 
judgement of the police were remit 
ted, and a pardon granted for all for 
mer offences ; and 6600 girls were to 
be married to so many re died soldiers 
of th^ecoinmune*; those who belong* 
ed to Paris with a dowry given them 
of 1200 francs, and tnpse from the 
rest of the empire with half the sum s 
12,000 dishes of meat, 12,000 loaves, 
and 144 pipes of wine, were diatrjbu- 
tedhy lottery among the poor. When 
Buonaparte received the congratula- 
tion of the senate on hie intended mar* 

he replied to the president, 
* “that happy in having been 

called W^rovtoence to reign over % 
people of so much feeling and so a£* 
fcctionate, *nd that the Empress Mh- 
ria Louisa would b£ a tende^mothcr 
to the E^nch^ was aiaappy 

, t 
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hint for the Parisians. ** She will be 
a tender mother to the French,” was 
of course one of the inscriptions on 
their triumphal arch. Another was, 
u We love her for her Jove of him ; 
we love her for hei self.” A third, 
under the emblem of a rainbow, said, 
** She announces to the earth days of 
serenity.” A fourth device was, .Cu- 
pid playing with a sword and helmet, 
and the motto, “ She will charm the 
leisure hours of the hero.” Under 
the medallion of Buonaparte it was 
written, “The happiness of the world 
is in his hands*” 

On the day after the marriage, Buo- 
naparte and tlv? empress received the 
homage and felicitations of the senate 
and great public officers. *< Si**,” said 
the president, M it is with the most 
respectful and profound emotion that 
the senate this day present themselves 
before your majesty. Never have they 
more powerfully felt the force ana 
dignity of those family ties which 
unite the monarch to hi9 faithful sub- 
jects. Your most tender affections, 
si re^, the most inward desires of your 
heart, will hereafter be identified with 
the first interests of the monarchy and 
the most ardent fash of your people, 
the duration of the most powerful 
dynasty which has ever been founded 
among men. How many hearts, even 
beyond the frontiers of your empire, 
have bounded with joy at what is to 
constitute your felicity, and yourgreat 
soul has not been insensible to their 
transports! Europe contemplates with 
rupture the august, daughter of the 
aovereigns of Austria on the glorious 
throneof Napoleon. *Providence*sire, 
Id reserving for yo\i this illustrious 
spdus^hfts been pleased to manifest 
mom that you have been 
bora,fbr the happiness of unions, and 
ttkgScure die repose of the world.” 
The orator then addressed the cm. 


press \ “ Madame, the fihouts of joy 
which have every where accompanied 
your majesty’s steps, that concert of 
benedictions which still echoes from 
Vienna to Paris, are the faithful ex- 
pressions of the sentiments of the 
people. The senate come to offer to 
your majesty testimonies of homage 
not less ardent^— -not leas sincere. Tne 
imperial crown which sparkles on 
your brow, and that other crown of 
graces and virtues which tempers and 
6ottenb the lustre of the foimer, at- 
tract toward you the hearts of thirty* 
millions of Frenchmen, who make it 
their joy and pride to salute you by 
the name of their sovereign. The 
French, whom you have adopted# and 
to whom, by the most sacred of pro- 
mises, you have vowed the sentiments 
of a tender mother, you will find 
worthy of your kind regard. You 
will more and more cherish this good 
and tender-hearted people# who al- 
ways feel an anxious wish to love 
those who govern them, and to place 
affection and honour by the side of 
zeal and obedience. These sentiments 
which we have the happiness to ex- 
press to your majesties, are, under the 
guarantee of Heaven, like that sa- 
cred Oath which has for ever united 
the great and splendid destinies of 
Napoleon and Maria Louisa.”. Had 
the orator forgotten when he spoke 
of this good and tender-hearted peo- 
ple, and the love which they bear to 
those who govern them, that he was 
addressing the niece of Marie An- 
toinette ? The days are passed when 
it cpuld be said to the house of Haps- 
burgh, Tufelix Austria nube : we have 
seen in what the last intermarriage 
between the courts of Paris and Vien- 
na 4 mded ; and the beginning of this 
has been defeat and ignominy *and$he 
Sacrifice of every honourable feeling j 
It was not enough for Buonaparte 
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to have complimented Prince Charles 
upon the battles of Aspern and Wa* 
gram, battles wherein, by his accu- 
mulated blunders, he threw away the 
fortunes of the continent, in an evil 
hour intrusted to his hands ; he now, 
in thanking him for having officiated 
as proxy, sent him the grand ribbon 
of the .Legion of Honouh u I re- 
quest also,” he said, w that you will 
accept the cross of the same legion 
"which I myself wear, and with wnich 
20,000 soldiers are jdtebrated, who 
have been mutilated, or who have dis- 
tinguished themselves in the field of 
honour. The first of these decora- 
tions is a tribute due to your genius 
as a general; the second to your 
bravery as a soldier/ 1 There was at 
least as much of cutting irony in this 
as of political compliment ; but the 
most humble and obedient servant and 
cousin of his majesty, as he styled him- 
self, replied, that he was deeply im- 
pressed with this distinguished mark 
of regard, and that his gratitude could 
only be equalled by the admiration 
which was excited in him by the great 
qualities which characterized Buona- 
parte. Having submitted to such an 
alliance, the house of Hapsburgh had 
nothing left but td affect to rejoice in 
it. Accordingly, Orders were given 
that upon the spot where the priricesa 
took leave of her Austrian escort and 
was consigned to the^French, a splen- 
did marble monument should be erect- 
ed, with an inscription in letters o£ 
gold, to transmit to posterity the date 
of that 'memorable evefir. Another 
monument wj* talked of t it was said 
that an obelisk Was to be erected on 
the sp6t where Lous XVI. had been 
put to death $ that a general fast was 
to be observed on the anniversary of 
his death s and that those persons who 
had voted for it were now at length 


to be punished s but some of those 
persons Buonaparte had found the 
most supple and servile of his agents* 
and if it was really his wish to destroy 
the others, he feared to provoke a 
spirit which, if it had seen no other 
means of safety, might, by an effort 
of despair, have in apme degree atoned 
to France for the calamities of which 
it had been the cause. The ibscrip- 
tion of Liberty and Equality, over 
the Hotel deVille, was removed before 
the marriage, that it might not shock 
the new empress i it seems as if it had 
been suffered to remain there 60 long 
to remind the Parisians of their folly, 
their inconsistency, tjicir crimes, and 
their sufferings. 

It was said that Man* Louisa left 
a lap dog and a bird at Vienna, of 
which she was very fond. No sooner 
had she taken leave of them than, by 
Berthiet*s orders, they wefe sent post 
to Paris, together with the tapestry 
of her chamber, and on her arrival 
she was shown into a room winch 
seemed to be txabtly the same as that 
she had left, and where she found her 
favourites arrived before her. It was 
said also in the German newspapers, 
that before she entered France Buo- 
naparte sent her a plain gold snuff- 
box, a present which surprised her, 
•because shehad already receivedothcrs 
far mote brilliant and valuable ; but 
upon opening it, she found an impe- 
rial receipt in full for the twenty-nve 
millions in arrears of Austrian contri- 
bution money. The Vienna Court 
Gazette declared, that this well-in- 
vented story was altogether false. A 
similar tale was told of Buonaparte's 
liberality to tl*e Queen of Prussia, 
after the peace of Tilsit; it waa 
equally false, and proceeded most 
probably from the same source* The 
French know the value of public opi* 
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nion, and they know that their false- 
hoods are current where the contra- 
diction of them can never find its way. 

Upon the marriage of the ill-fated 
Marie Antoinette, many of the French 
regretted the alliance, because they 
thought it would delay the destruc- 
tion of Austria, and thereby defer the 
hour when France should obtain that 
universal empire, which, for more 
than a century, had been the object 
of her politics. They understood the 
character of Buonaparte toQ well to 
feel the same regret ; they knew that 
he regarded oaths, and alliances, and 
ties ofevery kind, as mere instruments 
of his ambition^ to be made or broken 
as occasion served; and they were 
well assured that while Austria, by 
this sacrifice of honour, procured only 
for herself a respite, during the ty- 
rant’s pleasure, her influence was se- 
cured towards the furtherance of his 
immediate projects. Men in England 
speculated differently upon the event, 
according to the bias of their previous 
opinions. The adtairers of Buona- 
parte pronounced it the master-stroke 
of all his perfect policy; now, they 
said, he had effectually established Ids 
family among the sovereign houses of 
Europe ; he had identified the inte- 
rests of the Buonapartes with those 
of the Austrian race ; he was secure, 
and therefore he would be contented ; 
ehould he become a father, domestic 
feelings and virtues might steal upon 
his heart : henceforth we might ex- 
pect to eec him cultivate the ai ts of 
peace, and become another Augustus. 
Now then for overtures and negocia- 
tion8tf*-»and Mr Whitbread pronoun- 
ced his benediction upon the marriage 
in the Ho\ise of Commons, as an 
event wj&b, if piopcrly improved, 
might||«EI to the pacification and 
happmjt of Europe. Others, re- 
with -regret the former 


state of things, under which so great 
an advancement in arts and sciences, 
and in the w comfdrts of society had 
been made, considered the marriage 
as bringing with it at least this conso- 
lation, that it saved one of the old 
powers from immediate ruin, and seem- 
ed, in their judgement, likely to in- 
sure its preservation. There were 
others who, remembering how Aus- 
tria had uniformly striven to put out 
the light of reformation and know- 
ledge, and frow Bohemia and Hun- 
gary lay crushed beneath het non 
yoke, believed that no gieat and be- 
neficial changes could be produced 
upon the continent till that house was 
destroyed. They saw great imme- 
diate evil for Germany in this union 
between two powers equally inimical 
to liberty. But the Corsican, they 
thought, had consulted his vanity 
more than his interest in this connec- 
tion ; he had rather changed his 
political relations than strengthened 
them : Russia would behold this new 
alliance with suspicion, and the Ger- 
man powers with fear; even in his 
own family perhaps the seeds of dis- 
union were sown ; the children of his 
lawful wife he had connected by mar- 
riage with one of his brothers, and 
with the house of Bavaria ; howevci 
patiently they might appear to brook 
their mother^ degiadation, it was not 
to be expected that Maria Louisa 
pould bear any good will towards 
them ; a family shaie of Austrian 
pride would make her despise both 
the Beauhauiois and Buonapartes as 
low born, and this feeling would be 
mingled with hatred, because she could 
not but know, that if ever the chij** 
dren of Louis Buonaparte were en- 
abled to dispute the succession, the le- 
gitimacy of her offspring might easily 
be disproved. As for any change iu 
the chaiacter of the Corsican, if any 
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fruit should he produced by this graft 
of Manchineal upon Upas, as well 
might the Ethiopian be expected to 
change his skin, or the leopard his 
Spots, as this man to put away his in- 
herent and inhuman nature. Thcpre- 
parat ioii9 for his marriage had not pre- 
vented, nor even suspended* one or his 
murders in the Tyrol* In an age of 
civiii/ation« he was a barbarian* with* 
- out any of a barbarian’s virtues ; and 
” it was nis heart’s desire to render the 
age as barbarous as him&if. There- 
fore he hated libeity* and, if it were 
possible, would suffer neither a free 
press* nor a free man* to exist upon 
the face of the earth. 

Two of his decrees* both issued a 
few weeks only before the marriage* 
abundantly evinced this disposition. 

By the one* the number of , 
Feb, 5. printers and booksellers in 
Trance was ordered to be 
greatly reduced ; they who were per- 
mitted to continue the tr^dc,' werejto 
take out a license from the police, 
and swear that they would neither 
print nor expose to -sale any work 
tending to entrench upon the; interests 
of the state, or upon the duties which 
subjects owe to their sovereigns ; and 
they were "bound to indemnify the 
persons whom this decree threw out 
of their business* The 
March 3. other, under the title of 
'a dccrce*for the relief of 
pertain state prisoners in France* es- 
tablished eight state prisons for ft «re 
classes of persons, whom, in the ( 
words of the decree, it was neither 
convenient to bring before the courts 
of justice for trial, nor to set at li- 
berty. The victints condemned to 
these dungeons' were persons who 
had at different times made attempts 
agaihst the safety of the state, and 
wito would be condemned to capital 
punishments* * if superior considers* 


tions did not oppose their being 
brought to trial ; others who* ha* 
ving figured as chiefs in the civil 
wars, had taken again to fiagfant 
crimes, but motives of general inte* 
rest prevented them also from being 
brought to trial ; others were rob* 
bers of diligcncies* or men otherwise 
criminal, whom the courts were not 
able to condemn* though they were 
certain of their guilt ; the fourth class 
consisted of persons who had been 
employed by the police in foreign 
countries* and having failed in fidelity, 
could neither be brought to trial* nor 
set at liberty, without compromising 
the safety of the state $ the fifth were 
dangerous men*, belonging to the diffe- 
rent united countries* who could not 
be put on their trial, because their 
crimes were either of a political na* 
ture, or anterior to the union, and who 
could not be set at liberty without 
compromising the interests of the 
state. u Considering* however,” 
the arch-tyrant said, « that his jus- 
tice required him to assure himself, 
that those of his subjects who Were 
detained in the state prisons were de- 
tained there for lawful causes, with a 
view to the public interest, and not 
from private considerations and pas- 
sions $ that it was fit to establish le- 
gal and solemn forms for the exami- 
nation of every case, and that in form- 
ing the process of this inquiry, giving 
the first decision in a privy council, 
tend revising anew every year the 
causes of the detention* to ascertain 
whether it should be prolonged* he 
should provide for»tlte safety of the 
state, and that of the citizens* he had 
decreed* that po person be detain- 
ed in a 1 state ptUbn but by virtue 
of a decision made in a privy coun- 
cil ; that the detention was not to be 
prolonged beyond a year, u|fcss by a 
new order ; and that commissioner* 
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were to inspect these prisons once a 
month, and discharge aft such a3 were 
not detained Strictly according to 
law.” Thus, under the pretext of 
relieving state prisoners, did Buo- 
naparte establish eight Bastilles in 
France, where all persons whom he 
should think proper to suspect were 
to be imprisoned, without being ever 
bi ought to trial, or even put upon 
their justification. Oppressions of 
this kmd have been sometimes prac- 
tised, but never before avowed $ this 
is the first time that they were ever 
made an acknowledged and perma- 
nent part of the system of govern- 
ment. 

The ambition of Buonaparte was 
as little likely to be satisfied by this 
marriage, as his heai t was to be sof- 
tened. Hints were given at this ve- 
ry time concerning his future views, 
which Austria could not misunder- 
stand. « The Roman and German 
imperial dignity,” it was said, “ which, 
with regaid to Rome, had long been 
an empty name, had ceased to exist 
upoit the abdication of the Emperor 
Francis; from that time, therefore, 
the great Emperor of the French had 
a ngTit to assume the title. Napoleon, 
who revoked the gifts which Charle- 
magne made to the bishops of Rome, 
might now, as legitimate lord para- 
mount of Rome, like his illustrious 
predecessor style himself Roman and 
French Empeior. He restores to the 
Romans the eagle which Chailcmagne 
brought from them, and placed upon 
lus palace at Aix la Chapclle; he 
makes them shavers in his empire 
and his gl >ry ; and a thousand ygais 
after the reign of Charlemagne, a new 
medal will be struck with,tne inscrip- 
tion, Reti&vatio Imperii . After ages 
of objUmm, the Enrpiic or the West 
reappeaq} with rendvatt d vigour ; for 
Napoleon the Great must be looked 


on as the founder of a revived West- 
ern Empire, and in this character he 
w ill prove a blessing to civilized Eu- 
rope.” What follows is Worthy of 
being lemarked ; for it must be re- 
membered, that all speculations of 
this kind, in the journals which are 
under the controul of France, speak 
the language of the Fiench govern- 
ment. M The peace of Europe will 
thus he completely re-established. 
The great number of well-meaning 
people, to whom Napoleon’s power 
seemed oppressive, while they consi- 
dered themselveflr as exempt from any 
engagement towards him, will fulfil 
their new duties with inviolable fi- 
delity. Considered iti this point of 
view, it will appear that the re-esta- 
blishment of the Western Empire 
is a duty which Napoleon owes not 
less to the law of self preservation, 
than to the repose of Europe.” 

In pursuance of the in* 
tention which was thus Feb . 17. 
intimated, a Senatus Con- 
sultum appeared early in the year, by 
which it was decreed, that the Roman 
states should be united to, and form 
an integral part of, the French em- 

S ire. They were divided into two 
epartments, called Rome andThrasi- 
mene. The^city of Rome was decla- 
red to be the second in the empire ; 
the prince imperial was to take the 
title of King of Rome ; and after ha- 
ving been crowned in Notre Dame 
at Paris, the emperors were, before 
the tenth year of their resign, to be 
crowned in St Peter’s. By the same 
decree, a mortal blow was aimed at 
the spiritual authority of the pop&s. 
It was enacted, that at their eleva- 
tion they should swear never to act 
Contrary to the four propositions of 
the Galilean church, adopted in an 
assembly of the clergy, In 1682, and 
these four proposition* were declared 
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common to all the catholic churches 
of the empire. Lands to the value 
of two millions of franks, free of all 
impositions! but lying in different 
parts of the empire* were to be as* 
signed to the pope* who was to have 
palaces prepared for him in the dif- 
ferent parts of the empire where he 
might wish to reside, but who was 
necessarily to have*' one at Paris! and 
another at Rome ; and the ex pences 
- of the Sacred College, and of the 
Propaganda* were declared imperial, 
that as little influenceas possible might 
remain to the degraded head of the 
catholic church. 

Jt was sufficiently 'apparent what 
rights were hereafter to be claimed 
by virtue of the title which Buona- 
parte had thus arrogated for his suc- 
cessors. Meantime he had nearer 
objects of usurpation. When first 
this adventurer began, like a knight 
of romance, to parcel out duchies 
and kingdoms among his kinsmen and 
followers, it was thought a wise as 
well as a grateful policy ; he was thus 
surrounding France with states, whose 
dependence would be secured as much 
by the attachment of their rulers* as by 
the weakness of the people ; and the 
desire which he manifested to aggran- 
dize the children of Josephine as well 
as his own brethren, though in some 
measure to be imputed to political 
motives, seemed to^how, that he still 
retained some natural feelings and 
* human charities, which mitigated his 
bloody and brutal disposition. Time, 
however, discovered, that the tyrant 
had not even these virtues to redeem 
him from his vices. Qf all the people 
of the continent, the Dutch had given 
« to France the least cause or pretext 
of complaint. When their ot&gqvern- 
ment, rather by the error of .others 
than its own, engaged in the Anti- 
Jacobine way* the people were in fa- 


vour of the French ; as a people they 
made no rebalance to Ptcnegru when 
he entered their country, and they oS- 
Rented patiently, if not cheerfully, tO 
a revolution, which deprived the house 
of Orange of its hereditary power. 
They had declared war agam&t Lug-* 
land, «h obedience to their new ally 5 
their government had been changed, 
in obsequious imitation ot every change 
in France $ they had lost their colo- 
nies and their commerce 5 they had 
been drained by repeated contribu- 
tions ; their soldiers were fighting the 
battles of Buonaparte, and nothing 
was left them but the bare name 
of independence 5 yet the name was 
dear to a- people whose forefathers 
had won their independence by so long 
and arduous a contest. They had 
been fortunate in the king whom it 
had pleased the tyrant tb set over 
them. Louis Buonaparte was a gen- 
tle and well-meaning man, whothough 
he had not strength of mind, like Lu- 
cien, to follow the dictates of his own 
better heart in defiance of Napoleon, 
was yet far from submitting to be- 
come, like the wretched intruder in 
Spain,, the despicable but guilty in- 
strument of his atrocious policy. He 
had done what, considering the cir- 
cumstances under which he had been 
forced upon the Dutch, it seefned al- 
most Impossible that he should do,— 
he had won their affections ; not by 
any good which be was enabled to 
render them, the tyrant did not leave m 
him powjer enough for that,— -but by 
the interest which he took in the suf- 
ferings of the people, and the manner 
in which he attempted, however un- 
aWlingly, to prevent or soften these 
measures pf 4iis remorseless brother 
whiefi j^ndld tb increase the distress 
of a runted country. 

The conduct of Louis provoked 
Buonaparte, who seems also to have 
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bated the Dutch more than any 
other people who have fallen under 
his power, because he knew their old 
inclinations and commercial habits at-* 
tached them to the English. Me- 
naces had long been thrown out that 
he was determined to incorporate 
their country with the French em- 
pire, and when Louis went to Paris 
to witness his brother’s divorce, it was 
feared that he would not be suffered 
to return. The hopes and fears of 
the Dutch continued to 
Jan. 24. fluctuate till the latter end 
of January, when M. Cham- 
pagny made known to their minister 
for foreign affairs the resolution which, 
he said, his imponal majesty bad been 
foiced to come to, in consequence of 
the actual situation of Europe. u If 
these determinations,” he continued, 
* s are contrary to the views of the pco- 
pftj'of Holland, the emperor is cer- 
€aiiJ> sorry for it, and has adopted 
this course with great regiet. But 
the unrelenting Destiny which pi esidcs 
over the affairs of tnis world, and 
which chuses that men should be go- 
verned by events, obliges his majesty 
to follow up with firmness those mea- 
sures of which the necessity has been 
demonstrated to him, without suffer- # 
ing himself to be turned aside by se- 
condary considerations.” M. Cnam- 
pagny then proceeded to say, " that 
before the ciders in council o t No- 
vember 1807, there was but little in- 
* convenience to what he was pleased 
to ca]l the common cause, in the com- 
merce kept up by Holland with Eng- 
land ; Marseilles, Bourdeaux and Ant- 
werp enjoyed the same advantage, ei- 
ther thxough the agency of neutral, 
or by bWowing their Sag $ and the 
neutrals thus formed a sort; (^league, 
between the powers whom top se* Se- 
parated. But when the emperor wad 
forced to uscreprisqjU fgrast the Eng* 


hsh system of blockade, by decreeing 
the blockade of the Bntisn isles, neu- 
trals, and especially the Americans, 
demanded an explanation of thismea^ 
sure. He answered them, that al- 
though the absurd system of block* 
ade was a state altogether of intoler- 
able usurpation, he bounded himself 
to stopping the commerce of the 
English on the continent* the decree 
being only to be executed upon land. 
But this measure, as it necessarily bhut 
the ports of Holland against English 
commerce, injured the mercantile inte- 
rests of the Dutch and was repugnant 
to their aucitmt habits ; and this waa 
the first cause of the opposition which 
began to prevail between France and 
Holland. From that time,” said M. 
Champagny, “ his imperial majes- 
ty could not but observe that the 
King of Holland was divided between 
his most impicbciiptible duties,— -his, 
duties to the impci ml thione, and the 
mercantile interests of the Dutch na- 
tion. Nevertheless, liis impei lal ma- 
jesty armed himself with patience, 
and shut his eyes, expecting some in- 
cident in the turn of events which 
would deliver his brother from the* 
very unpleasant alternative to which » 
he found himself reduced.” 

This manifesto proceeded to state, 
that after the peace of Tilsit Eng- 
land declared herself sovereign of the 
ocean, and thought proper to extend 
the jurisdiction of the English parlia- 
ment over the whole globe, allowing 
neutrals no liberty of trade, unless 
with a direct profit to hersejf, and 
thus fixing the foundation of her re* 
venue upon' the industry of other n&» * 
tions,— -a plan which was nothing less 
than a public assertion of universal 
sovereignty** The emperor then, found 
himself under the necessity of taking 
an extreme part, and of employing 
every meaasof opposition in hie power, 
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rather than suffer the wo* Id to bend 
under the yoke which the English 
endeavoured to impose upon it. He 
therefore published the Milan de- 
cree. America renounced all naviga- 
tion and commerce ; thus making a sa- 
crilieeof the interest of the moment to 
that which is her perpetual interest, 
the preservation of her independence. 
But Holland, upon Whom the succe$s 
of these measures depended more than 
tipon any other country, was an ob- 
stacle to their execution, and conti- 
nued to carry on a commercial inter- 
course with the common enemy of 
the continent. All the representa- 
tions of France Upon this subject 
were useless, and his imperial majesty 
was obliged to show his displeasure 
by rigorous measures. T wice he sh ut 
the French custom-houses to thecom- 
merce of Holland ; they were shut 
at this moment, so that the Dutch 
had no legal communication with the 
nations of the continent, and the em- 
peror was defermined not to open 
these barriers while circumstances re- 
mained unchanged $ for in fact it would 
be to open them to England. The 
Dutch nation, said Champagny, far 
from imitating the patriotism of the 
Americans, have been guided in all 
their transactions solely by miserable 
mercantile considerations. 

It has fallen to the lot of few states- 
men to be employed in such nefarious 
projects as M. Champagny, and it 
must be admitted that profligate am 
bhion could never have found a fitter 
mouth-piece. With an eftrojitery of 
which former ages afford no prece- 
dent, this minister asserts the most 
direct and palpable falsehoods, avows 
the most unqualified and iniquitous 
rinciples of usurpation, and, while 
c insults the common feeling and 
common senseof mankind, blasphemes 
lhovidencc y by representing the tyran- 


nical acts of Buonapaiteaa “the will 
of that unrelenting Destiny which 
presides oyer thcaffairsof theworldl** 
The remainder of his communicatiofiT 
to the Dutch minister formed a fit 
sequel to this preamble. « The om- 

E ,” said he, “observes that Hoi- 
s destitute of the means for car- 

K on war, and almost without re- 
es for her own defence. She is 
without a marine ; the sixteen vessels 
which she ought to have furnished 
have been dismantled. She is with- 
out energy ; during the last expedi- 
tion of the English, the important 
position of- Veere, Which was nei- 
ther provisioned nor aimed, made no 
resistance ; and the "Important post 
of Batz, upon which might have de- 
pended the success of so many events, 
was abandoned six hours after the 
appearance of the advanced guard of 
the enemy . Without an army, with- 
out revenues, it might also be said, 
without friends ana without allies, 
the Dutch are a society animated 
only by a regard to their commercial 
interests, and forming a rich, useful, 
and respectable company, but not a 
nation.” It was a new feature of 
tyranny thus to behold a tyrant in- 
sult the wretched people whom he 
had ruined. “If therefore,” he said, 
“ England should continue to main- 
tain her orders of council, the present 
situation of 1 tolUml would in that 
case be incompatible with the system 
of the continent ; and his imperial 
majesty proposed, first, to recal home 
the prince of hn blopd whom lie had 
placed on the thrgne of Holland ; 
for jtlie first duty of a French prince, 
placed in the line Of hereditary suc- 
cession to the imperial thione, is to- 
wards that throne ; when in opposi- 
tion to that, all others must give way. 
The first duty of every Frenchman, 
in whatever situation destiny "may 
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place him, is towards his country. 
Secondly, to occupy all the mouths of 
the rivers in Holland, and all its ports 
by French troops ; and thirdly, to 
employ every means, and without be- 
ing stopt by any consideration, for 
making Holland enter into the conti- 
nental system, and finally wresting its 
ports and coasts from the administra- 
tion which had rendered them the prin- 
cipal entrepots of England.” Thus 
did Buonaparte declare that he would 
seize Holland, unless the English 
should repeal their orders in council ; 
a measure over which Holland could 
have no possible controul, . It was evi- 
dent that the tyrant, who made the 
continuance of their nominal indepen- 
dence depend upon such a condition, 
was determined to seize the country. 

The poor Hollanders called upon 
God, and upon all Europe, to witness 
that they had not deserved the heavy 
charges which were brought against 
them. «« Who,” said they, «• can be 
ignt • ant of the sacrifices made by this 
country tor the common cause ? how 
shc^ha*. exhausted herself? what she 
has suffered ? To say nothing of the 
huudied millions of specie wduch we 
gave for our ransom ; nor to mention 
the number of French tioops years 
after years doihed, fed* and paid by 
this little spot of grotim* j nor of the 
reat number of ships of war sacri- 
ccd in the common co .test ; nor of 
so many of our best soldiers and sai- 
lors, the flower of our youth, fallen 
into the hands of our enemies ; nor 
of our burdens, not only increased, 
but almost doubled $ let U9 confine 
oursdves to the things immediately 
connected with the cause to tvhich 
we are accused of Having been un- 
faithful* U por> the Milffa^ecrec, did 
not ouf king spontaneously i\ut all 
his ports, and thereby Set an example 
to the Americans i Did not the list 


of seizures made since the first of 
April last, and amounting to 111 ves- 
sels and 88 boats and waggons, Uf <rd 
an incontrovertible proof of the pu- 
rity of his intentions ? Have w? uot 
seen our king refuse entrance to 
Dutch ships, laden under a neutral 
flag with Dutch property, and force 
them, while his heart bled at the act, 
to put to sea in the midst of the worst 
season of the year, and iu stormy wea- 
ther ? Has not our very inland con- 
veyance been subjected to new and 
unheard-of regalations ? That con- 
traband traffic has been earned on, 
cannot be denied ; but has it not 
been carried on everywhere ? can it, 
under any circumstances, be entirely 
prevented ? and, more particularly, is 
it possible to prevent it along so ex- 
tensive a line of coast ? And it must 
also be remembered, that smuggleis 
often support thistiaffic by violence, 
and that applications for a military 
force to oppose them have in many 
instances not been attended to, be- 
cause so many of our troops aie em- 
ployed for the common cause in Ger- 
many and Spain. The more, there- 
fore,” said they, ** we feel hurt at 
this unmerited imputation, the more 
may we expect from the justice of 
the emperor, that, on being better in- 
formed, and looking to his awn in- 
terest and that of France, he will 
cause justice to be done to our king, 
and not expose himself, in the eyes of 
Europe and posterity, to the accusa- 
tion of having adopted against a loyal 
and industrious nation, connected by 
every possible tie with France and 
hdr imperial ruler, measures which 
would be inconsistent with their in- 
dependence, and which must termi- 
nate m the destruction of their very 
existence* as a people. We flitter 
ourselves that the great Napoleon, 
assured of our sincere and zealous 
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co-operation in the system of the con- 
tinent, will place his highest glory in 
supporting and cherishing a people, 
to whom, by the treaty of Paris in 
1806 , he, for himself, his heirs and 
successors, has guaranteed the main- 
tenance of their constitutional laws, 
their independence, the .integrity of 
their possessions m the two hemis- 
pheres, 'and their political, civil, and 
religious freedom on the same footing 
bn which it then stood $ a people who, 
from the government of Ilia brother, 
who more and more attracted the love 
and esteem of the nation, expected 
once more to enjoy peace and pros- 
perity, after so many calamities.” 

These were indeed the groans of the 
Dutchmen ! A specimen of what they 
were to expect was given them at 
the same time that the threat was held 
out, by a decree, in which, under the 
plea of providing for the security of 
the northern frontiers of his empire, 
and placing out of danger the dock- 
yards and arsenal of Antwerp, Buo- 
naparte ordered an army to be form- 
ed called the army of Brabant, and 
took all the country between the 
Meuse, the Scheldt, and the ocean, 
for the territory of that army. This 
was followed by an order to all the 
first famiUes of Brabant, to send their 
sons, from the age of eight to twelve, 
to the Lyceum at Paris, in order to 
be educated,— an instance of tyranny 
unexampled in modern times, the 
children being manifestly taken from 
their parents to be held as hostages 
for their submission^ - 

Louis, who was still endeavouring 
to intercede for a people whom he 
sincerely commiserated, ad- 
Feb. 1 . dressed a letter to the le- 
gislative body a few days 
after this publication of Champag- 
ny*s, to diminish, he. said, the im- 
pression which 99 unjust and asto- 


SIS 

nishing an accusation must make up- 
on their hearts, as well as upon thg 
heart of every true Hollander. WWJf 
Holland retained the bhadow of indei 
pendcnce, the Dutch press was com- 
paratively free, and the letters of poor 
Louis, which appeared during this 
short interval, would be damning 
proofs of the tyranny of Buonaparte, 
if no other documents existed* They 
arc even the more impressive, from 
the suppression which personal and 
brotherly feelings tend to produce, 
as much as political considerations. 
€t While,” said he, V during the four 
years which have elapsed since the 
commcncem#t of my reign, the na- 
tion, and you in particular who were 
called to watch over her interests, 
have borne with so much difficulty 
and distress, but at the same time 
with so much resignation, the doub- 
ling of the imposts, so considerable 
an augmentation of the public debt, 
and armaments so great and so dis- 
proportionate to the population and 
means of the kingdom, we little 
thought that we should be accused 
of having violated our engagements, 
and of not having done enough, at a 
moment when the state of maritime 
affairs operated upon us with a great- 
er pressure than upon all other coun- 
tries collectively, and when, to com- 
plete our misfortunes, we are also 
compelled to sustain a blockade upon 
the continent. It is the heartfelt 
consciousness of these considerations 
which should lead us to the exerase 
of patience, till the moment wlie.i the 
justice of the emperor my brother 
shall make reparation for a charge we 
have so little deserved. I cannot as- 
certain how teag I may yet be pre- 
vented from gratifying the first and 
most anxious of niy wishes, that of 
returning to m y capital, and seeing 
myself in the midst of you at this dii- 
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ficult and critical juncture. But, 
however distant that period may be, 
be assured that nothing can alter my 
affection for the nation, and my at- 
tachment to her interests, nor lessen 
you in my esteem and confidence.” 

A few weeks afterwards 
Feb. 21 . he wrote to the council of 
state, saying, that though 
three months had now nearly expired 
since he left Holland, notning was 
yet decided. He had been ill mean- 
time, and it may well be supposed 
that his state of mind did not accele- 
rate his recovery ; having recovered 
however, he told them he would not 
suffer a single instant to^pass without 
repeating to thftn the assurance that 
all possible exertions should continue 
to be made for preserving the exist- 
ence of the kingdom. “ Wc can* 
not/* said he, « conceal from our- 
selves that this will cost us great and 
difficult sacrifices; but I shall not 
hesitate, if there be but a possibility 
that Holland, after all that can be 
demanded of it, may be suffered to 
exist, to submit myself to the gene- 
rosity of the emperor my brother, iti 
the just expectation that, bpori the 
removal of all the causes of dissatis- 
faction, wc shall receive those indem- 
nifications to which we are so strong- 
ly entitled, and which will be more 
than ever necessary to us. My in- 
tention in submitting myself to the 
pleasure of the emperor my brother, 
gn every thing that he can demand of 
us, is to convince him that we have 
inany enemies ; that we may have 
been tbe victims of calumny, of petty 
assions and interests; but thatjve 
ave never ceased to admire the em- 
peror, and still will continue ^to ad- 
mire him, and to Conduct WrselveS 
as true friends add old allies of F ranee, 
tried by numerous Sacrificed and vari- 
ous events. Should I be able to suc- 


ceed in this purpose, as I have every 
reason to expect, every thing else will 
follow, inasmuch as it must be both 
the interest and inclination of France 
to favour and aggrandize her friends, 
and not to depress them. I there- 
fore entreat you to unite all your ef- 
forts to prevent emigration to foreign 
countries, andevery proceeding which 
might indicate despondency, and to 
exhort the nation to await the deter- 
mination of the emperor upon our 
fate, with that firmness which is so 
pccufiarly their* character, and which 
so intimately belongs to the justice 
of their cause. X am not ignorant of 
what every individual suffers. I have 
done every thing to plead our cause 
in the most effectual manner. Nei- 
ther the loss of time, nor the failure 
of my efforts, nor any other consider- 
ation, has been able to deter me from 
my purpose; and, accoidingly, I have 
every reason to believe, that if we can 
Come to any arrangement, which does 
not exclude the possibility of our ex- 
istence, Holland may still escape the 
present impending tempest ; particu- 
larly if, after all this, there remain 
not only no grounds, but even no pre- 
text for misunderstanding and dissa- 
tisfaction, to which all my efforts aie 
directed.” 

It cannot be supposed, that when 
Buonaparte made his brother King 
of Holland, he could be so ignorant 
of his character as to suppose he 
would be, like Joseph or Jerome, his 
mere tool, the unreflecting a fid obe- 
dient instrument of his capricious 
and tyrannical humour. It would 
have been as* easy for him to have 
annexed Holland to his empifc then 
as nbw ; the people were equally 
subdued, equally helpless, and his 
own overwhelming force was compa- 
ratively greater ; for Spain, which 
was now the grave of his armies, was 
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$ben among the most submissive and 
most useful of his dependent allies. 
Emperor of France himself, one bro- 
therupou the throne of Naples, which 
he had fairly conquer d, and where 
the change of dynasty could not pos- 
sibly be for the worse, and the other 
placed over the Dutch, if not by their 
choice, certain ly with their assent, 
it seems probable that at the time he 
designed these arrangements to be 
‘peimanent. The crimes which he 
had then committed, he might have 
concealed, even front himself, under 
the cloak of policy, representing them 
as necessary acts for the security of 
his own person, and the establish- 
ment of his family. But since that 
period he had become drunk’ with 
power; having failed in Spain to effect 
the greatest of all his ambitious pro- 
jects by fraud, he had determined to 
carry it through by the most remorse- 
less and bloody means the princi- 
ples which he from that time avowed 
were as atrocious as the system which 
he carried on ; and for the sake of ob- 
taining universal empire, he seems to 
have set God and man equally at de- 
fiance, and to have devoted himself 
to the execration of mankind, as long 
as his name shall be held in remem- 
brance. From that time he Seems 
to have cast off the last fingerings of 
human feeling, and those who had 
been nearest and dearest to him were 
now to be sacrificed without com- 
• punction, if they stood in the way of 
liis wild projects. His divorce was 
the first instance of this alteration ; 
the same cause for it existed when 
he had taken the imperial crown from 
the hands of the pope and placed it 
himself upon the head of Josephine ; 
but he remembered at that time how 
greatly hisfirst^dvaueement had been 
owing to his marriage, and perhaps he 
felt for the good qualities, and unof- 


fending disposition of his wife, atf 
much affection as was compatible with 
his nature. Louis was the next vie* 
tim } and here there was neither causes 

norprctextforhuraifialmgthebrother 

whom he had raised ; nor was there, 
as in r the case of Josephine, an ac- 
quiescence in the emperor’s pleasure, 
which may possibly on her part have 
been perfectly sincere. Louis sub- 
mitted indeed to what he could not 
resist ; but it was not without long 
and earnest struggles, private repre- 
sentations and entreaties, and public 
protestations, which the tyrant must 
nave felt as more cutting than the 
keenest invective of his enemies. This 
poor prince, who bad been placed 
upon a throne which did not belong 
to him, by no crime of his own, was 
compelled to revoke the few acts of 
royal authority which he had exer- 
cised, to unmake his nobility, and 
reduce all his marshals to their for- 
mer rank of admirals or generals. 
These appointments, he pleaded, had 
been productive of various inconve- 
niences ; they ill corresponded with 
the present situation of Holland,*and 
did not harmonize with the institu- 
tions of the other states in alliance 
with France ; but, above all, he was 
anxious to avoid whatever might be 
inconsistent with the views of his il- 
lustrious brother, the emperor and 
king. 

At length a treaty (if # 
that naute may be ap- March 16 . 
plied to an agreement be- 
tween two parties, the one of whom is 
entirely in the power of the other) 
was concluded befwcen the two bro- 
thers, they being, according to the 
preamble, desirous of terminating the 
difference that had arisen between 
them, a$d of making the indepen- 
dence of Holland harmonize' with the 
new circumstances wherein the Eng- 
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lish orders in council had placed all 
the maritime powers. It provided, 
that until those orders should be so- 
lemnly abrogated, all commerce what- 
ever should be prohibited between 
the ports of Holland and Engljnd ; 
and should there be reasons for grant* 
ing licenses, those.only were to be va- 
lid which were delivered in the name 
of the emperor 5 that is, they were to 
be granted by the French and not 
the Dutch government. To see that 
this part of the agreement wa9 carried 
into complete effect, officers of the 
French customs were to be placed at 
the mo uths of all t he ri vers, with a corps 
of 18,000 men, of whom 6000 should 
be French, anckall be paid, fed, and 
clothed by the Dutch government. 
Zealand, Dutch Brabant, the’ terri- 
tory between the Meuse and Waal, 
including Nimeguen, together with 
the Bommelwaard and the territory 
of Altona, were to be ceded to France, 
inasmuch as it had been adopted as a 
constitutional principle in France that 
the Thalweg of the Rhine formed tfie 
boundary of the French empire, and 
as the dock-yards of Antwerp were 
left unprotected and exposed by the 
former state of the boundaries. All A- 
mencan ships and merchandize which 
had arrived since the first of Febru- 
ary 1809 , should be put under seques- 
tration and made over to France, iu 
order to her disposing thereof ac- 
cording to circumstances,^ and the 
state of her political ' relations with 
the United States. To co-operate 
with the force of the French empire, 
Holland should ljave afloat a squa- 
dron of nine sail of the libe and six 
frigates, armed and provided with 
six months stores, and ready to put 
to sea by tfbe first of June ensuing, 
and also# flotilla of an hundred gifn- 
boats or other armed vessels'. This 
force should be maintained and kept 
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in readiness during the war. Att 
merchandize of English manufacture 
wasprohibiied in Holland ; thcDutch 
government pledged itself to extirpate 
the contraband trade; and Buona- 
parte, fully confiding in the manner in 
which these engagements would be 
executed, guaranteed the integrity of 
the Dutch possessions, such as they 
were pursuant to this treaty. 

The ratifications of this treaty were 
exchanged on the SI St of March, and 
on the same day Louis, by a formal 
device, released from their oath of al- 
legiance to him the inhabitants of 
those countiiv? which he had been 
compelled to cede, and of which, in 
fact, Buonaparte had taken possession 
before he thought proper to give 
himself even this pretext of a claim. 
Louis was now at liberty to return 
to Holland, where, in reply to the 
addresses of his council of state and 
the legislative body, he expressed his 
pleasure at seeing himsclf^once more 
in the midst of his people, not with* 
standing, he said, the embarrassed 
circumstances of the state 5 he relied 
upon their co-operation in re-esta- 
blishing the public affairs, and told 
them that all grounds of complaint 
on the part of Trance being removed, 
he expected every support from his 
august brother the emperor, provided 
no fresh subjects of dissatisfaction 
were given. When Louis expressed 
himself thus, he thought himself en- 
titled to rely upon the explanations 
and communications which had becil 
made to him respecting the treaty £ 
by which, iti reply to his formal and 
express declaration, he had been as- 
sured that the custom-house officers 
should interfere only ip matters rela- 
tive to the blockade ; that the French 
troops should be stationed only on 
the coasts ; that the domaina 4 ot the 
creditors of the state and bf the cnntftt 
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should be respected ; that the debts 
of the ceded territories should be 
charged upon France; that from the 
number of troops a deduction should 
be made for those actually at the dis- 
posal of France in Spain ; and that 
the necessary time should be given 
for the maritime armament. These 
things were promised him ; they were 
not indeed ins rted in the treaty, be- 
cause that was dictated by Buona- 
parte himself ; but this was of no 
importance; the word of Buonaparte, 
in whatever manner itfma y be pledged, 
is equally worthless, ana it soon ap- 
peared that this treaty was to be ob- 
served like all his former ones with 
the defenceless Hollanders. 

Oudinot, who had the command 
of the French army which, under pre- 
tence of carrying on the war against 
British commerce, was de- 
May 13. signed for the final subju- 
gation of Holland, gave 
orders to occupy with a second line 
of troops the most important points 
which were suspected to be used as 
entrepots for contraband goods 
the promise that French troops should 
be stationed only on the coasts was 
thus at once broken. He gave or- 
ders also, that the commanding offi- 
cers should establish a system of the 
most active vigilance, and inform 
themselves, as they easily could, he 
said, who the inhabitants were that 
were reputed smugglers, in order that 
‘every person guilty of introducing 
British merchandize and prohibited 
goods, or of holding any communi- 
cation, directly or indirectly, with 
the English, migfit be immediately 
arrested, and tried by a commission 
to be appointed for that purple. 
These orders the French marshal is- 
sued by his owq authority, without 
the slightest respect to Louis or the 
Dutch government, or even any men- 


tion of them, as if Holland had nei- 
ther a government noi a king of its 
own. Unable as Louis was to resist 
this usurpation by any other means 
than ineffectual remonstrance, he r*»fii. 
sed the French custom-house officers 
admission into Muyden, Naarden, and 
Diemer, because the treaty, he said, 
only authorized them to be stationed 
on the coast and at the mouths of the 
rivers ; and he informed Oudinot and 
the French charge d’affaires, that if 
the capital and its district were occu- 
pied, he should consider such a pro- 
ceeding as a manifest violation of the 
law of nations, and of those rights 
which are deemed most sacred among 
men. 

The disposition of the people was 
shown at Rotterdam. One 
evening when the French May 23. 
garrison in that city were 
paraded in the great market-place, 
the boys began to hoot at them ; the 
populace, indignant at seeing these 
foreign soldiers stationed over them 
for tne express purpose of rooting 
out the last remains of that tradq up- 
on which every Dutchman knew that 
the prosperity of his country depend- 
ed, joined in the outcry, and a tumult 
ensued, to what extent is not known, 
but it is said that many volleys were 
fired upon the people. A proclama- 
tion was i&sued by the burgomaster 
the following day# which seems to in- 
dicate that an insurrection had been 
intended. M A very great multitude,” 
it said, w had been assembled, much 
more numerous thaw usual, who had 
first impeded the soldiers when exer- 
cising by their violent pressure, then 
insulted, pelted, and injured them, 
and followed them to the barracks.” 
A reward' was offered for discover- 
ing the instigator of .these outrages, 
or any person concerned in them, 
«« the burgomaster being anxious,” he 
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taid, “ that peace agd tranquillity, 
which ought under all circumstances 
to be kept within the city, should be 
maintained $ that those who showed 
a disposition to interrupt the same 
should be puipshd’d ; and that the 
city might thus be secured from those 
inconveniences, disoider9, and inju- 
rious consequences, to which it might 
otherwise be exposed* Any person, 
therefore, who should offer any in- 
sult to the French soldieis or custom- 
house officers, not merely by word or 
deed, but by look, deportment, or 
gesture, or who should use reproach- 
ful language against them, or any ex- 
pressions tending to a breach of the 
peace, should 1*7 punished according 
to the laws of tne empire and the 
state of the case, even to the extent 
of capital punishment.” They were 
thieatened with the laws of the em- 
pire, — not of Holland. Holland, in- 
deed, had now almost ceased to be a 
name. At Amsterdam, a livery ser- 
vant of the French miuibtcr received 
some insult from the people, and so 
fearful weie the Dutch government 
that this should be magnified into a 
state oflcnce, and serve as a pretext 
for annexing the country to France, 
that they noticed it in the most se- 
rious manner j and the' minister of 
justice and police was expressly com- 
manded to make known the king’s 
highest displeasure and indignation at 
the offence ! 

Louis might have spared himself 
this act Of unavailing humiliation. In- 
stead of 6000 French troops, accord- 
ing to the treaty* 20,000 were as- 
sembling in Utrecht and its environs ; 
but bg was assured by the French hu- 
nister that it was by no means the enr- 
peror’s intehtion to occupy Amster- 
dam, On the £6th of Jprie b* recei- 
ved this dfaspet^uraucefrom Buo- 
naparte’s charge d'affaires ; on the 


29th, official communication was made 
to him that the emperor insisted upon 
establishing the head-quarters of the 
French army in that capital. Louis* 
who had submitted to so many wrongs 
and cruel outrages, did not wait for 
the last indignity which his remorse- 
less brother would now so soon have 
inflicted ; rather than be deposed, or 
compelled to sign a form of abdica- 
tion of that brother’s dictating, he 
determined, while he was yet mas- 
ter of his own words, to avow to 
Holland and to all Europe what the 
real causes were which drove 
him from th* throne. “Con- July 1, 
sidering,” said he, “ that the 
unfortunate state in which this coun- 
try now is arises from the displea- 
sure which the emperor my brother 
has conceived against me ; consider- 
ing that all endeavours and sacrifices 
on my part to support jthis state of 
things, have been fruitless $ consider- 
ing, lastly, that it cannot be doubted 
that the cause of the present state 
of things is to be attributed to my 
having been unfortunate enough to 
displease my brother and to have lost 
his friendship, and that I therefore 
am the only obstacle to the termina- 
tion of these incessant differences and 
misunderstandings ; by these letters* 
ublished by our pwn free will* we 
0 from this moment resign the royal 
dignity of this kingdom of Holland 
in favour of our well-beloved son Na- 
poleon Louis,' and in failure of hirrij 
in favour of his brother Charles Louis 
Napoleon.” As a last act of autho- 
rity, lie committed the custody of the 
minor king to his ministers and pro- 
visional council of regency, till the 
queen should arrive, in whom, accord- 
ing tVthe constitution unde^the gua- 
rantee of Buonaparte, the regency was 
then to Vest. This act was accom- 
panied by a short addrrfi to the peo- 
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pie, telling them that he had thus re- 
signed his rank, being convinced that 
he could effect nothing more for their 
welfare, but considering himself, on 
the contrary, as an obstacle which 
might prevent the good-will and in- 
tentions of his brother towards them. 
« Hollanders,” he continued, 44 uever 
shall I forget so good and virtuous a 
people. My last thought, as well as 
my last sighs, shall be for your hap- 
piness. On leaving you, I cannot 
sufficiently recommend you to receive 
well the military and civil officers of 
France. This is the only means to 
gratify his majesty the emperor, on 
whom your fate, that of your chil- 
dren, and that of your whole country, 
depends. And now, as ill will and 
calumny can no longer reach me, at 
least so far as relates to you, I have 
a well-founded hope, that you will at 
length find the reward for all your 
sacrifices, and for all your magnani- 
mous firmness.” 

The same ga/ette, m which this 
extraordinary act of abdication ap- 
peared, contained an official 
July 3. notice from the minister of 
foreign affairs. Van Der Ca- 
pellcn, that the French would enter 
Amsterdam on the following day. 
It was declared to he Louis’s express 
will and desire, that the troops of his 
illustrious brother might be welco- 
med m a suitable manner; that all 
persons would concur in receiving 
them with friendship and esteem, and 
treat them as was due to friends and 
allies, and especially tp the troops of 
the Emperor Napoleon. Their dis- 
cipline, it was said, was a guarantee 
to the inhabitants for the safety of 
their persons and property ; every 
one must be sensible of how much 
importance it was to fulfil, in this re- 
spect, the utmost wishes of his majes- 
ty ; and he therefore confided, that 
▼oit. ui; part u 


the people of Amsterdam would zea- 
lously co-operate in that which was 
of such imperative importance to their 
city and to the whole kingdom, and 
avoid the destructive consequences 
which must ensue, should they, con- 
trary £-> all expectation, be guilty 
of an opposite conduct. This awe- 
ful warning sufficiently shows the 
opinion which the government enter- 
tained of the popular feeling, and 
that they were not without appre- 
hensions of a massacre like that of 
Madrid. 

Oudinot entered Amsterdam iri^ 
time to prevent the publication of a 
letter from Louib to the Legislative 
Body, containing a full and explicit 
account of the motives of his conduct. 
This most important paper, however, 
found its way to England, and in a 
manner which left no doubt of its 
authenticity. He began by saying, 
that his ministers were charged to 
present to them the resolution to 
which he had seen himself driven by 
the military occupation of his jeapi- 
tal ; that he had hoped a treaty, the 
conditions of which had been imposed 
by the emperor himself, would have 
been observed ; that he had been as- 
sured, on the 16th, by the French 
charge d’affaires, that the emperor 
did not intend to occupy Amsterdam, 
and in less than a fortnight, was offi- 
cially informed that it was to be made 
the head-quarters of the French ar- 
my. Thus had he been deceived. 
Itcould not be doubted that he would 
have resigned himself to suffer new 
humiliations for his people, if he could 
haVe hoped to prevent calamities ; 
but when an entire army, a crowd of 
custom-house officers, and the nation 
al army itself were placed out of the 
powerof the government,— when eve- 
ry thing was under the orders of a 
foreign officer, lje could no longer de- 
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ceive himself; and if the absolute de- 
votion which he had manifested hud 
served only to drag on the existence 
of the count! y for three months, lie 
had the cruel and painful satisfaction, 
but the only one he could now hav< , 
that he had perfoimed his duty to ti c 
last, and that, if he might be permit- 
ted so to express himself, he had car- 
ried his sacrifices for the existence, 
and what he conceived to be the wel- 
fare of the country, to an unjustifiable 
extent. 

“ But,” said he, M after these sa- 
crifices, I should be extremely culpa- 
ble if I could rest satisfied with the 
title of king, bring no longer but an 
instrument ; and no longer command- 
ing, not only in the country, but even 
in my capital ; and soon, perhaps, not 
even in my own palace. I should, 
nevertheless, be witness to every thing 
that should be done, without the 
power of doing any thing for my peo- 
ple ; responsible tor ajUl events, with- 
out being able to prevent, or to influ- 
ence them, l should have exposed 
myself to the complaints of both sides, 
and perhaps have occasioned great 
misfortunes; by doing which, Ishould 
have betrayed my conscience, my peo- 
ple, and my duty. I have for a long 
time foreseen the extremity to which! 
am now reduced, but I could not have 
prevented it without sacrificing my 
most sacred duties, without ceasing to 
have at heart the interest of my peo- 
ple, and without ceasing to connect 
my fate with that of the country. 
This I could not do ! Now that 
Holland is reduced* to this condition, 

I have, as King of Holland, but one 
course to take, and th^t is, to abdi- 
cate the tlUMfce in favour of my chil- 
dren. A^Jpther course would have 
only a ug£i*n ted the misfortunes of 
my reign. I should have, with deep 
regret, discharged that tender duty ; 
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and I should, perhaps, have seen the 
peaceful inhabitants, too often the vie- 
tuns of the quarrels of governments, 
ruined at one blow. How could the 
idta of any sort of ribi&tance base 
entered my mind ! My children, born 
Fienchnitni like tnyseif, woulu have 
seen the blood of their fellow-coun- 
trymen ol d ni just cause, but one 
which ought nevertheless be suppo- 
sed to be exclusively mine. 1 had 
therefore but one course to adopt. — 
My brother, so^violently ii mated 
against me, is not so against my chil- 
dren ; and doubtless he will not de- 
stroy what L has done, and deprive 
them of their inheritance ; since he 
has not, nor can have, any subject of 
complaint against this child, who will 
not, for a long time to come, reign 
himself. His mother, to whom the 
regency appertains by the constitu- 
tion, will do everything that shall 
be agreeable to the emperor my bro- 
ther, and will succeed better than 
myself, who have had the misfortune 
never to be successful in my endea- 
vours of that kind ; and at the conclu- 
sion of a maritime peace,— perhaps be- 
fore,— -my brother, knowing the state 
of things in this country, the esteem 
its inhabitants merit, how much their 
welfare accords with the interests 
well understood of his empire, will do 
for this country all it has a right to 
expect, as the reward ©Fits nume- 
rous sacrifices to France, of its fide- 
lity, and the interest with which it 
cannot fail to inspire those who judge 
of it without prejudice. Perhaps £ am 
the only obstacle to the reconciliation 
of this country with France ; and 
should that be so, I might find some 
kind of consolation in dragging out 
the remainder of a wandering and a 
languishing life at a distance from the 
first objects of my whole affection— 
this gopd people, and my son. These 
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arc n y principal motives ; there are 
other' equally powerful, with respect 
to which I must be silent, but they 
will easily be divined.— The emperor 
my brother must feel that I could 
not act otherwise. Though strong- 
ly prejudiced against me, he is great, 
and, when his initation subsides, can- 
not but be just. — As to you, gentle- 
men, I should be much more unhap- 
py even than I am, if possible, could 
I imagine that you would not do jus- 
tice to my intentions. May the end 
of my career prove to the nation and 
to you that I have never deceived you ; 
that I have had but one aim— the 
true interest of the country ; that the 
faults I may have committed are sole- 
ly to be ascribed to my zeal, which 
led me to aim at not what was ab- 
solutely the greatest good, but the 
best that could be attained under all 
the difficulties of existing circumstan- 
ces. I had never calculated upon 
governing a nation so interesting, but 
so difficult to govern, as yours. Be 
pleased, gentlemen, to be my advo- 
cates with the nation, and cherish a 
confident attachment to the Prince 
Royal, who will deserve it, if I may 
judge from his good disposition. The 
queen has the same interests as myself. 

I cannot, gentlemen, conclude, with- 
out recommending to you, in the most 
earnest manner, and in the name of 
the interest and of *the existence of 
so many families, whose lives and pro- 
perty would be infallibly compromi- 
sed, to receive the French with the 
attention, with the kindness and the 
cordiality which is due to the brave 
troops of the first nation in the world; 
to your friends, to your allies, who 
consider obedience as the first of du- 
ties, but who cannot fail to esteem the 
more, the more they become acquaint- 
ed with it, a nation, brave, industri- 
ous, and worthy of esteem, under 


every consideration. In whatever 
place I may terminate my existence, 
the name ot Holland, and the most 
lively prayers for its happiness, will 
be my last words, and occupy my 
last thoughts.” 

This letter, as well as the act of 
abdication, was dated from Haarlem 
on the first of July. That evening he 
had appointed a select party of friends 
to meet him there at his palace ; the 
company broke up between eleven 
and twelve, after which he left the 
palace by a private door j a plain car- 
riage was waiting for him in the a<U| 
jacent wood, and he drove off. Ther 
French entered Amsterdam on the 
4th; and the Royal Courier, instead 
of containing his affecting address, 
which the government not improba- 
bly delayed from fear, was compelled 
to fill its columns with an account of 
Oudinot’s entiance, the flattery of 
the constituted authorities towards 
the agent of the tyrant, and the joy 
of the people of Amsterdam ; the ad- 
miration with which they beheld the 
all-couqucring bands of Buonaparte, 
and the eager affection with which 
they welcomed them. 

Buonaparte had not expected that 
Louis would have the courage thus 
to appeal to the opinion of the world 
against him. The act by which he 
abdicated the crown in favour of his 
son, ought not to have appeared, M. 
Champagny said, without a previous 
concert with the emperor^it could 
have no force without his approba- 
tion ; and this worthy minister of a 
perfidious tyrant -then began to dis- 
cuss the question, whether the ar- 
rangement made by the King of Hol- 
land ought to be confirmed. “ The 
union of Belgium with France,” he 
said, “had destroyed the independence 
of Holland ; her system had neces- 
sarily become the same as that of 
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France, and she wag obliged to take 
part m all the maritime wars of France, 
as if she were one of her piovinies. 
Thi9 was not all ; since the at senal 
of the Scheldt had been formed, and 
the mouths of the Rhine and of the 
Scheldt had been anm xcd to France, 
the part of Holland which was still 
alien to the empire was deprived of 
the advantages enjoyed by the part 
united to it. Rotterdam and Dord- 
recht were thus alioady on the brink 
of ruin ; and Holland, being compelled 
to make common caune with France, 
dbd to support the chargeb of the al- 
imnce, without reaping any of its be- 
nefits. Her public debt amounted to 
between U5 and 90 millions, a fourth 
more than the debt of the whole em- 
pire ; the people groaned under the 
weight of thrcc-and twenty distinct 
descriptions of contnhutions ; the 
Dutch nation was sinking under the 
burden, and could no longer support 
it, nevertheless the necessary expences 
of the government required that it 
should be augmented. The budget 
for the marine in the last year scarcely 
sufficed for the pay of the men and 
the expenre of the arsenals, and did 
not admit of the equipment of a single 
ship of war ; triple that sum would 
be requisite to provide for the arma- 
ment which had been stipulated for in 
the late treaty, — -mi umament which 
was the minimum of .the naval force 
requisite for the defence of Holland. 
The Avar budget scarcely maintained 
the fortresses and sixteen battalions, 
and the interest of the public debt was 
more than cightccn'«months in arrear. 

u If,” said Champagny, “ in suoh 
a state of things, your pnajesty main- 
tain the recent dispositions, by as- 
signing to Holland a provisional go- 
vernment, you will only be prolong- 
ing her painful agony* If the go- 
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vernment of a prince in the vigour of 
life has left the country in so distress- 
ed a situation, what can be expected 
from a long minority ? It cannot, there- 
fore, be saved but by a new order of 
things*. The pei iod of the power and 
prosperity of Holland was, when it 
formed part of the greatest monarchy 
then in Europe. Her incoi poration 
with the great empire is the only stable 
condition in which Holland can hence- 
forth icpose from her sufferings and 
long vicissitudes, and recover her an- 
cl nt prosperity. Thus ought your 
majesty to decide in favour of such 
an union, fv - the interest, nay more, 
for the salvation of Holland. She 
ought to be associated in our bless- 
ings, as she has been associated in our 
calamities. But another interest still 
more imperiously indicates to your 
majesty the conduct which you ought 
to adopt. Holland is, in fact, a shoot 
from the Fiench tcrrjtoiy ; it consti- 
tutes a poition of soil necessaty to 
complete the foim of the empire. To 
become full master of the Rhine, your 
majesty should advance to the Zuy- 
dei Sea. By thi? means all the rivers 
which have their « juice in Fiance, or 
which wash tin frontiers, will belong 
to you as far as Lhe of r. To leave the 
mouth . of your rivers m the posses- 
sion of otran^ei s, would, in fact, sire, 
confine your power to an ill limited 
mouaich), instead of erecting an im- 
penal thio.ie. To leave m the power 
of foreigners the mouths of the 
Rhine, the Meuse, and the Scheldt/ 
would be tantamount to submitting 
your laws to them ; it would render 
your manufactures and commerce de- 
pendent on the powers who should 
be in possession of those mouths , it 
would admit a foreign influence in 
that which is most important to the 
happiness of your subjects* The an* 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


Chap. 10.] 

nexation of Holland is still necessary 
to complete the system of the em- 
pire.” 

M. Champagnv then affirmed, that 
this was particularly necessary, be- 
cause of the British orders in council ; 
that the emperor had twice been obli- 
ged to close his custom houses to 
the trade of Holland since those or- 
ders were issued, in con sequence of 
which Holland was insulated from 
the empire and the continent ; and 
that, after the pjeacc^of Vienna, it was 
in his contemplation to annex the 
country to France. “ You were in- 
duced, 1 ” pursued the minister, “ to 
abandon this idea from considerations 
that no longer exist. You agreed 
with reluctance to the treaty of the 
14th March, which aggravated the 
calamities of Holland, without meet- 
ing any one view of your majesty. 
The obstacle which prevented it has 
now disappeared or itself. Your 
majesty owes it to your empire to 
take advantage of a circumstance 
which so naturally leads to the union. 
There can be none more favourable 
for the execution of your project.— 
Your majesty has established at Ant- 
werp a powerful arsenal. The as- 
tonished Scheldt swells with pride to 
behold 20 vessels of the first rate 
bearing your majesty’s flag, and pro- 
tecting its shores that were formerly 
scarcely visited by* trading vessels. 
But the great designs of your majes- 
ty, in this respect, cannot be fully ac- 
complished except by the union of 
Holland. It is necessary to complete 
so astonishing a creation. Under 
your majesty’s energetic government, 
the ensuing year will not terminate 
before, by calling into action the ma- 
ritime resources of Holland, a fleet 
of 40 sail of the line, and a great 
number of troops shall be assembled 
in the Scheldt and Texel, to dispute 


m 

with the British government the sove- 
reign ty of the sea, and repel its un? 
just claims — So that it is not the in- 
terest of France alone that calls for 
this union ; it is that of continental 
Europe, who applies to France to re- 
pair the losses of her marine, and 
combat, on her own element, the 
enemy of the prosperity of Europe * 
whose industry it has not been able 
to stifle, but whose communications 
it obstructs by its insolent claims, and 
the va§t number of its ships of war. 
Finally, the union of Holland aug- 
ments the empire, in rendering more* 
close the frontiers she defends, and 
in adding to the security of its ar- 
senals and docks. ? t enriches it by 
an industrious, thrifty, and laborious 
people, who will add to the stock of 
public wealth, in increasing their pri- 
vate fortunes. There are no people 
more estimable, or better adapted to 
derive benefit ftom the advantages 
which the liberal policy of your go- 
vernment affords to industry. France 
could not have made a more valuable 
acquisition The annexation of*Hol- 
land to France is the necessary conse- 
quence of the union of Belgium. It 
completes your majesty’s empire, as 
well as the execution of your system 
of war, politics, and trade. It is the 
first, but a necessary step tow aids 
the restoration of your navy ; 1 fact, 
it is the heaviest blow which your ma- 
jesty could inflict upon England. — 
As to the young prince, who is so 
dear to your majesty, he has already 
felt the effects of your good will. 
You have bestowPd on him the grand 
dilchy of Berg. He has therefore 
no occasion for any new establish- 
ment.” 

This report was the pre- 
face to a decree, declaring July 9. 
that Holland was united to 
France, and Amsterdam the third 
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city* of t&t empife. from the first thfe age of the power and prosperity 
of Janaary ensuing, the country was of Holland was, when it formed & 
to be eagfed of its present contribu- part of the greatest monarchy in Eu- 
tions, aM the itnposts placed on the rope. What was this but to brand 
same footing as in the rest of the em- the memory of those heroes and mar- 
pire^and at the same time the line of tyrs, by whose sufferings and strug- 
custom houses should be removed, gles Holland had so gloriously pur- 
and the communication of Holland chased her independence, and attained 
With the empire become free. One that power and opulence, and civil 
third of the present amount of intc- and Yeligious freedom, which made 
test upon the public debt wa9 to be the Dutch for so long a time the 
carried to the account of expenditure most industrious, the most orderly, 
for the current year, and the unpaid and the most prosperous people m 
interest of the last year’s half reduced Europe ? Thus to brand the dead, 
to one third in like manner. The co- was to taunt the living because they 
lonial produce actually in the country wanted courage to follow the exam- 
might remain in the hands of the pie of their noble ancestors, 
owners, upon payment of a duty of And what were the blessings which 

50 per cent, ad valorem . Holland was to derive from its an- 

The conduct of Buonaparte to- nexation to France ? Because its own 
wards Spain and Portugal has been so burdens were so oppressive, its im- 
atrocious, that his other acts, equally posts were to be placed upon the 
tyrannical in themselves, but attend- same footing a 9 those of France, — of 
ed by consequences of less immediate France, where fiscal tyranny is car- 
horror, excite no wonder, and scarcely ried to the utmost possible point of 
any indignation. Yet the mockery, inquisitorial exaction ! Because the 
the insolence, and the cruel injustice present revenue could not suffice for 
which accompanied the usurpation of equipping a single ship of war, the 
Holland, rendered it peculiarly de- country was to be united to France, 
testable. Even M. Champagny him- and then, in the course of the ensuing 
self, infamous as he is beyond all for- year, a fleet of forty sail was to be 
mer statesmen, never produced any ready to dispute with Great Britain 
thing more false and frivolous, and the sovereignty of the seas, not at the 
at the same time more monstrous, for cost of France, but ** by calling forth 
undisguised and unpalliated iniquity, the maritime resources of Honand.” 
than his report upon the state of Hoi- The relief which was piomised was, 
land* Because France had already that Holland should now be admitted 
usurped a part of her territory, there- to trade freely with France, as a corn- 
fore it was necessary that she should pensation for the destruction of her 
now usurp the whole; because France trade with all the rest of the world ; 
had robbed the country of its prospe- and the mode of lightening the pub- 
nty, therefore she must rob it of its in- lie burdens was, by 1 ebbing the pub- 
dependence. This is t^e literal tenour lie creditor of two thirds of his due, 
ofnis reasoning. Nor was it possible a process which the French called 
to convey a more cutting ifciult to the consolidating * the debt. Of all the 
Hollanders, than to tell them that grievances which accompanied the 

•In this manner, 'the English papers observed, a seven-shilling piece might be 
called a consolidated gynea. 
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usurpation, this produced the greatest vent fraud, and obstruct any ccfmmu- 
dissatisfaction and the greatest mise- nication with the enemy. He ordain- 
ry, because it reduced to poverty and ed, therefore, that every fiahing ves- 
want so many widows and orphans. 8el must be provided with a permit 
The provisional government, ift from the military commandant of the 
obedience to these 6rders, district, specifying the name, number, 
fuly 14. . notified to the Dutch peo- and form of the vessel ; the names, de- 
jple, that Buonaparte, ha- scriptions, and places of residence of 
ving taken into consideration the state the crew, and the name of the owner ; 
of Europe, the geographical position and that every tifne a fishing boat 
of Holland, and toe pretensions of left the shore, it should be visited by 
the common enemy, had resolved to the custom-house officer, and the per- 
unite their country to the French mit examined either by the command- 
empire, being compelled to put an ant of the guard-ship in the road or 
end to the, intermediate governments port, or of the nearest military post ; 
which, for sixteen years, had harassed on her return she should he visited in 
that pirt of the empire. They in- like manner } and no fishing boat 
formed them also, in Buonaparte's should in any cast* put to sea before 
name , " that they should be the objects the morning gun, nor return after 
of Ins care ; that he would rejoice as the evening gun, without having pre- 
much in their prosperity as in that viouriy obtained permission. Marshal 
of his good city of Paris ; and that Oudinot, however* recollected that 
the spacious field from Rome to Am- the winds and tides were not so ab* 
aterdam was now laid open to their solutely under his conti oul as the 
industry. This mightencourage them poor Dutchmen, and therefore con- 
to look on to the extension of their descended to modify this article, by- 
commerce in those regions where declaring that, if circumstances should 
their ancestors had carried to so high a compel them to land after the evening 
pitch the glory of the Dutch name." gun, they should immediately inform 
While the Dutch were insulted with the nearest commandant thereof. In 
these fallacious promises, and more case also of their having been obliged 
fallacious hopes, their fisheries, the to hold communication with the enc- 
last resource which remained for the my, they were immediately to inform 
poor, were subjected to a code of the same. They were not to remain at 
regulations, which, for their igno- sea more than eight-and-forty hours, 
ranee and brutality, were perfectly and to take with them only such ar- 
consistent with all the other measures tides and provisions as were necessary 
of France towards Holland. The for their use during the time they 
edict began by acknow- might be supposed to be out ; every 
July 21. ledging, that the fishery thing else which might be found on 
constituted the only means board, dither at their departure or re- 
of subsistence of the inhabitants of turn, should be confiscated. Every 
the coast, and that it could not be fishing Vessel not having on board at 
prohibited without injuring the most her return the crew specified in her 
indigent class of the people ; but then, permit, should be confiscated, and a 
Marshal Oudinot observed, it was es- French soldier should be put on board 
sential, in authorising its continuance, every boat which was suspected of 
that measures should be taken to pre* smuggling orcommuokating with the 
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enemy ; and in case of the captmeof 
any of these soldiers, the fishery should 
be instantly prohibited and a general 
embargo laid on all the vessels em- 
ployed, and the village in which the 
offending fishermen resided exempla- 
rily punished.— Such were the stupid 
and tyrannical regulations which the 
Dutch minister of marine and colo- 
nies, VanDer Heim, was ordered to 
ublish by Oudinot, “ for the bene- 
t of all those whom it concerned.” 

Every soldier quartered upon the 
Dutch was authori/ed to demand 
of the person on whom he was billet- 
ed, as his daily allowance, 24 ounces 
of bread, 8 ounces of meat, and 2 
ounces of greens ^ a gill of geneva, 
and a pot of beer. When they enter- 
ed Amsterdam many houses were 
shut up, the owners being in the 
country or travelling ; these houses 
were broken open, and furniture sold 
to dt fray the boldiers’ maintenance. 
The Dutch troops in the country 
were marched into France, that they 
might be disposed of in Spam, — the 
grave of all who went there. The 
duty of 50 per cent, upon colonial 
produce was ordered to be paid with- 
in the fit st fifteen days of Septem- 
ber ; payment might be made in three 
bonds, at three, six, and nine months 
date ; but those who were willing to 
pay the whole in advance, should be 
entitled to an abatement of one half 
percent, per month. It was calcula- 
ted that this would produce at least 
six millions of francs; but so little had 
been smuggled into the country, in 
consequence of what is called by the 
tyrant the continental system, or so 
much had been smuggled out in spite 
of it, that scarcely a fifth part of the 
expected sum was raised. For the 
sake of a temporary relief to the fi. 

nances, Buonaparte issu- 
23. cd twenty-four millions in 
syndicate bills of the 


syn dicat of Holland. These assign 
naU were in notes of 500 francs each, 
and were to be received in payment 
of the taxes, for the royal domains 
which were to be sold, and for the 
redemption of domain tithes. But 
the syndicats were ordered to accele- 
rate the payment of all contributions 
in arrear to the first of January last, 
by which device the usurping go- 
vernment got the money of the peo- 
ple, and then issued paper in payment 
of its own debts. The public creditor 
therefore, having been robbed of two 
thuds of hi*? income, was to be paid 
the remaining third in assignats. This 
act of national bankiuntcy brought 
with it not even a temporary diminu- 
tion of burdens to the people,— it was 
a fraud, of which the wickedness and 
the profit belonged wholly to the 
new government ; the public creditor, 
reduced directly lo one third of his 
former income, and indirectly still 
lower, had to pay the same oppres- 
sive taxes, and even to bear new bur- 
dens, for the maintenance of a French 
army, and for calling out the maritime 
resources of Holland. Fresh bank- 
ruptcies were announced day after 
day ; the ruin of the rich brought af- 
ter it, in necessary consequence, the 
distress of the lower ranks; in the 
course of a few weeks above 2000 
servants were discharged in Amster- 
dam and the other commercial towrns, 
and in the couise of six months the 
number of paupers increased tenfold. 

In the midst of this general dis- 
tress, the wretched* government of 
Holland sent deputies to Buonaparte, 
to present themselves, in their own 
phrase, at the feet of his 
throne, and expVess the Aug* 15. 
sentiments of admiration, 
gratitude, and obedience, with which 
they were animated. u Sire,” said 
they, « the Dutch people, known in 
the annals of history by the exploits 
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of their heroes, by the spotless charac- 
ter of their statesmen, and the exer- 
tions made by them to obtain and 
maintain their independence, are still 
possessed of a strong recollection of 
the virtues of their forefathers. The 
great events which Europe has wit- 
nessed, in the course of the present 
century, have completely changed the 
political supports and relations of 
states ; and the independence, for 
the attainment of which our ances- 
tors sacrificed their pioperty, their 
blood, and all thatis mfcst dear tomen, 
from the pressure of circumstances, 
could not but undergo certain restric- 
tions. At length, united with the 
first nation in the world, called by 
the greatest prince in the universe to 
share in the favour which his exalted 
genius and paternal solicitude liberally 
bestows on his happy subjects, and 
of which Holland has alteady obtain- 
ed so many proofs, the Dutch con- 
tinue to flatter themselves, that, by 
their loyalty, their obedience, and 
their inviolable attachment to their 
prince and father, they shall preserve 
the protection of a mighty, gene- 
rous, upright, and benevolent govern- 
xnent.” 

The Corsican replied in one of 
those characteristic speeches, which 
mark at once the impious presump- 
tion of the man, and bis inveterate 
hatred of Eugland. » There is a pe- 
culiar value in history, when it pre- 
serves for us the genuine language of 
the great actors in this world's drama. 
" Gentlemen deputies of the Legisla- 
tive Body, M said the usurper," of the 
land and sea forces of Holland, and 
gentlemen deputies of my good city 
of Amsterdam, for these thirty years 
you have experienced many vicissi- 
tudes; you lost your liberty when one 
of the great officers of the republic, 
forced by England, employed Pros* 


sian bayonets to interrupt the deiiber* 
ationa of your councils. It was then 
that the wise constitution, handed 
down to you by your forefathers, was 
destroyed for ever. You formed a 
part of the coalition, in consequence 
of which French armies conquered 
your country, an event which was the 
unavoidable consequence of the alli- 
ance with Eugland. After the con- 
quest, a distinct government was form- 
ed, yet your republic formed part of 
the empire. Your strong fortresses, 
and the principal positions in your 
country, were occupied by French 
troops, and your government was 
changed according to the opinions 
which succeeded cachpther in France. 
When Providence placed me on this 
first throne of the world, it fell to 
my lot to decide for ever the fate of 
France, and of all the nations which 
compose this vast empire ; to bestow 
on all the signal advantages which 
arise from firmness, consistency, and 
order 5 and to destroy the baneful 
consequencesof irregularity and weak- 
ness. I put a period to the wavering 
destinies of Italy, by placing the 
iron crown on my head ; I annihila- 
ted the government which ruled Pied- 
mont ; by my act of mediation I 
justly appreciated the constitution of 
Switzerland, and brought the local 
circumstances of thecountryin unison 
with the safety and rights of this im- 
perial crown, I gave you a prince 
of my blood for your ruler ; this was 
intended as a bond to unite the con- 
cerns of your republic with the rights 
of the empire. My, hopes have been 
deceived, and on this occasion I have 
shown more forbearance than my 
character generally admits, and my 
rights required. I have at length 
put a period to the painful uncertain- 
ty of your future fate, and warded 
ofi the fatal blow which threatened 
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to annihilate all your property, all 
your resources* X have opened the 
continent to your national industry ; 
the day shall come when you are to 
conduct my eagles to the seas, cele- 
brated by the exploits of your an- 
cestors; then shall you show your- 
selves worthy of yourselves and of 
ne. From this moment till that pe- 
riod, all the changes that take place 
in Europe shall have for their first 
motive the destruction of that tyran- 
nical and irrational system which the 
. English government, unmindfulof the 
j pernicious consequences which arise 
> therefrom to their own country, have 
^adopted, to outlaw commerce and 
a trade* and subject it to the arbitrary 
\mthority of English licenses. Gentle- 
men deputies of the Legislative Body, 
tmd of the land and sea forces of Hol- 
hand, and gentlemen deputies of my 
t feood city of Amsterdam, tell my 
subjects of Holland, I feel perfectly 
satisfied they possess the sentiments 
they profess for me ; tell them, that 
I doubt not their loyal attachment, 
and depend on their heartily joining 
their exertions to those of the rest 
"of my subjects to reconquer the rights 
of the sea, the loss of which five co- 
alitions, incited by England, have 
inflicted on the continent $ tell them, 
that in all circumstances they may 
reckon on my peculiar protection.” 

This was Buonaparte’s harangue. 
To hear him talk of deciding forever 
the fate of nations, might have made 
a wise man smile, when he remem- 
bered how this tyrant had built up 
and demolished ^republics and mo- 
narchies, as children build houses of 
cards, and then push them down, that 
they may build up hew piles in an- 
other fashion, tqually frail, and pf 
the same tottering ana unstabl ma- 
terials. He affected to impute his 
brother’s conduct to derangement* 

/ 


The young Napoleon Louis wa9 sent 
for to Pans immediately after the ab- 
dication. “ Come, my son,” said Buo- 
naparte when he saw him, “ I will be 
your father? you will lose nothing by 
that. The conduct of yopr father 
wounds me to the heart ; h\s infirmi- 
ty alone can account for it $, when you 
come to be a man you will pay hi s 
debt and your owii.” -The tyrant 
then inculcated his favoprjltc lesson, 
the first commandment of his creed, 
which is paramount to all others. 
« In whateversftuation,” said he , " my 
policy and the interests of my empire 
may place you, never forget that your 
first duties are towards me, your se- 
cond towards France. All your 
Other duties, those even which regard 
the people whom I confide to you, 
come only in the next degree.” 

Louis Buonaparte meantime went 
to the baths of Toplitz, in Bohemia, 
hoping there to recruit his broken 
health ; happy to have discharged his 
conscience, and at the same tune re- 
lieved himself fiom a state of depen- 
dence, as painful as it was humiliating, 
but bearing with him a wounded spi- 
rit. But Napoleop, who was about 
to make a tour to the north with 
Maria Louisa, made known his inten- 
tion of visiting his good city of Am- 
sterdam ; and that city, m the midst 
of its distress, was compelled to make 
costly preparations for receiving him. 
One of the old grievances of the age 
of feudal barbarism was renewed on 
this occasion ; and bills we»e affixed 
to several of the best houses, inform- 
ing those whom it might concern, 
that their former occupiers had been 
obliged to remove* for the purpose of 
accommodating the empeior’s suite. 
A few resolute spirits attempted to 
make preparations of a different kind, 
for receiving him according to his de- 
serts. An address, of the boldest and 
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noblest character, is said to have been 
privately circulated, calling upon the 
Hollanders to remember their ances- 
tors, telling thtem that their oppressor 
was about to visit them, and that then 
he would be in theirpower, and they 
might by one stroke deliver them- 
selves and the suffering world* True 
he had sent a powerful army into the 
country, but powerful as it was, it 
. would sink before a whole national 
exertion ; and moreover, that army 
could not be so insejisible of all hu- 
man duties as the tyrant who direct- 
ed them. They knew how lavish he 
was of their blood, how many of their 
fellows he had sent to inevitable de- 
struction in Spain, and how many 
more were yet to be sacrificed there 
in his iniquitous projects. “ Appeal 
tothatarmy,” said the indignant Hol- 
lander. “ Remind them of their own 
efforts in pursuit, as they believed, of 
liberty ; remind them of their lawful 
king, who is now a fugitive and a de- 
pendant upon the generosity of an- 
other state ; tell them of the eternal 
disgrace which they will entail upon 
themselves, if they continue to fight 
merely for the purpose of gratifying 
the remorseless ambition of a wretch 
who is the enemy of human nature. 
They arc men, and may be roused 
into a sense of what is due to an 
unoffending and independent nation. 
Already lie tremble* on his throne. 
He knows, by the desertions of his 
soldiers in Spain, how hateful the 
cause is in which they are engaged ; 
it is only the generals in whom he 
can confide, and even they detest 
him, and would rejoice in his destruc- 
tion, if they believed that they could 
preserve their rank and acquisitions m 
the wreck of his fortune. Holland- 
ers, a glorious opportunity presents 
itself! What can you do better than 
to invite the descendant of the house 


of Orange, and invest him with the 
privileges which his ancestors enjoy- 
ed ? In the School of adversity he 
will have learnt the duties of the 
station and the esteem which is due 
to you, and he will look with love 
and veneration upon a people who 
have r?covered their own rights, and 
restored him to those of his fathei 
But whatever you may determine con- 
cerning him, do not forget what i3 
due to yourselves j you are many, youi 
enemy is in himselr but one, a weak 
individual, and the hearts of ail man- 
kind are- against him* * Rise in the 
fullness of national strength; and a 
general revolt of the continent will 
ensue j he will fallen the struggle, 
and history will record your triumph 
as a dreadful warning to oppressors* 
and a glorious example to mankind.** 
This language was worthy of a 
Dutchman, who rcmemberca what 
his forefathers had suffered and achie- 
ved in their long and memorablestnig- 
gle for independence, and who saw 
with shame, as well as envy, that 
Spain had commenced a struggle^ not 
less arduous nor less worthy of ever- 
lasting remembrance and everlasting 
praise. But the hour was not yet 
come. The hearts and understand- 
ing of the higher order of the Dutch 
had too long Wen exclusively direct- 
ed to the mere object of gain ; the 
rule of Profit and Loss was to them 
law, gospel, and constitution ; calcu- 
lation supplied the place of patriotism 
and principle; from the beginning of 
the revolutionary war,* they had cal- 
culated the cost o£ resistance, and the 
saving which might be made by sub- 
mission 5 they had taken what they 
supposed to b? the cheapest side, and 
when they were out in their arithme- 
tic, it was a case in *hich errors were 
not excepted. The people were less 
degenerate $ Rotterdam was not the 
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only place where they showed them- 
selves ready for insurrection, had they 
known where to look for leaders. 
At Deventer, Zutphen, and several 
other places, there were tumults, and 
lives were lost. At Breda, it is said, 
a conspiracy against Buonaparte was 
discovered. It seems to have been 
fomented by the catholic priests, or 
at least that he suspected them of 
having fomented it; for when the 
protestant and catholic clergy in that 
city were admitted to an audience 
during his tour, he showed himself 
ill affected toward Catholicism in ge- 
neral, and to the priests of Brabant 
in particular. The protestant clergy 
had waited upon* him in their canoni- 
cals, and concluded their address,, by 
assuring him it was the immutable 
principle of their religion to render 
unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar's. The catholic clergy were 
not in their canonicals, doubtless be- 
cause, though they came to acknow- 
ledge the sovereignty of the usurper, 
they regarded him as under sentenceof 
excommunication. He turned to them 
angrily ; “ You say you are priests ; 
why have not you your cassocks on f 
What are you ? Attornies, notaries, 
peasants? I come into a province 
where the majority are catholics, who 
in former times were oppressed, who 
acquired more liberty after the revo- 
lution, and upon whom the king my 
brother bestowed many favours. I 
come in order to make you equal to 
the rest, and you begin by forgetting 
the respect die to me, and complain 
of the oppressionsjh&t you suffered 
under the former government ; your 
conduct shows how well you deser- 
ved them. The first act of sovereign- 
ty which I was obliged to exercise, 
was that of arresting two of your 
contumacious priests , 11 addressing the 
apostolic vicar ; “ they are in pm on, 


and they shall continue there. On the 
other hand, the first word I hear from 
a priest of the reformed church is, 
that it h his doctrine to render unto 
Caesar the things which are Caesar’s. 
This is the doctrine you ought to 
preach, and from that gentleman,” 
said he, pointing to the spokesman of 
the reformed deputation, “you ought 
to learn it. 

“ You have calumniated the pro- 
testants,” he continued, “ by repre- 
senting them aj preaching doctrines 
dangerous to the state ; but the Best 
subjects I have are protestants. In 
Paris I am partly attended by them ; 
they have free access to me 5 and here 
a handful of Brabant fanatics attempt 
to lesist my designs Had I not 
met in Bossuet, and in the maxims of 
the Gallican church with principles 
that agre*' with mine, and had not 
the concordat been received, f should 
have become a protestant mysJf, and 
thirty millions of people would have 
followed my example. But what re- 
ligion do you teach? Do \ou not 
know that Christ said , 4 My kingdom 
is not of this world,’ and would you 
interfere in my concerns ? You will 
not pray for a sovereign ; you want 
to be obstinate citizens ; l have the 
proofs of it in my pocket. If you 
maintain such principles, your lot will 
be punishment in this world, and eter- 
nal damnation in the next Y ou,” said 
he, turning to the chief of the depu- 
tation, “ you are the apostolic vicar. 
Who appointed you to that office ? 
The pope ? He has no right to do 
it.” Tnen addressing them again 
collectively, “ You will not pray for 
the sovereign, — perhaps because a 
Romish priest excommunicated me ; 
but who gave him the right of ex- 
communicating a sovereign ? Why 
did Luther and Calvin separate them- 
selves from the church ? Your in- 
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famous sales of indulgences caused 
them to revolt, and the German 
princes would no longer bear vour 
sway- The English acted wisely in 
renouncing you. The popes, by their 
hierarchy, set Europe in flames. Per- 
haps it is your wish to re-establish 
scaffolds and racks ; but it shall be 
my care that you do not succeed. 
A re you of the religion of Gregory 
VII., Boniface VIJL, Benedict 
'XIV., or Clement XII. ? I am not ; 
I am of the religion of Jesus Christ, 
who said , i Give unto CJaesar the things 
which arc Caesar's;’ aud, conformably 
to the same gospel, I give unto God 
that which belongs to God. I bear 
the temporal sword; I know how 
to wield it. God placed me on the 
throne, and you reptiles of the earth 
dare not oppose me. I owe no ac- 
count of my administration to the 
pope, — only to God and Jesu9 Christ : 
Yon perhaps think me created to kiss 
the pope’s slipper. If it depended 
on you, you would cut off my hair, 
put on me a cowl, place me in a 
convent, or, like Louis the Pious, 
banish me to Africa. What ignorant 
idiots you aie ! Prove to me out of 
the gospel, that Jesus Christ has ap- 
pointed the pope his substitute, or 
successor of St Peter, and that he has 
the right to excommunicate a sove- 
reign. If you care about my pro- 
tection, then preach the gospel as the 
apostles did. I will protect you if 
you are good citizens, if not, 1 will 
banish you from my empire, and will 
disperse you over the world like 
Jews.” He then ordered the prefect 
to make the necessary preparations, 
that these people might swear to the 
concordat , and bade him attend tQ the 
seminary in Breda, and take care that 
the orthodox gospel was preached 
there, in order that it might send 
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forth more enlightened men than these 
idiots, as he called them. 

Before Buonaparte set out upon 
this tour, he was witness to a fright- 
ful accident. On the very day that 
Louis abdicated his throne 
and retired to private life, July 1. 
a night fete was given at 
Paris by the Austrian ambassador, in 
honour of Maria Louisa ; the gardens 
were fitted up so as to represent dif- 
ferent scenes in Austria with which she 
was well acquainted, and the perform- 
ers from the opera, who executed the 
dances, were dressed in Austrian cos- 
tumes. Twelve hundred persons were 
invited, and, in order to accommodate 
so large an assembly, a temporary 
building was formed of planks, which 
were co ncealed with h angings of gau ze, 
muslin, and other drapery equally 
light. This drapery caught fire, 
and the wliolc room was soon enve- 
loped m flames. All attempts to ex- 
tinguish or check the progiess of the 
fire were in vain. Buonaparte and 
Maria Louisa left the room the in- 
stant it was discovered, and they were 
scarcely out of the door before the 
alarm and the danger became exces- 
sive. The crowd in their terror im- 
peded one another; many were thrown 
down and trampled on? the Queen of 
Naples, who followed in the suite of 
Maria Louisa, fell, and was onl J saved 
through the exertions of the Grand 
Duke of Wurtzburg ; the Russian 
ambassador fell on the steps leading 
into the garden, which were then on 
fire. Eugene Bcauharnois had near- 
ly perished ; the lustre and the roof 
fell between him and the door which 
led into thegarc^fn, but he had lucki- 
ly remarked a small door leading in- 
to the hotel, and through that he es- 
caped. The sister-in-law of the Aus- 
trian ambassador, Princess Pauline 
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Schwarzcnbufg, having escaped ^out 
of the ball-room herself, rushed into 
the flames again in search of one of 
her daughters, —her body was disco- 
vered in tho morning, and recognised 
by het diamonds. In the contusion 
thieves got into the garden, and made 
a richer booty in jewels than had ever 
before fallen to the lot of any of their 
fraternity. 

During his tour, the tyrant might 
have seen with his own eyes the dis- 
tress which was occasioned by his 
anti-coir mercial edicts. He had late- 
ly established at Paris two councils 
genciiJ of manufactures and com- 
merce, each consisting of sixty mem- 
bers, who were to be so chosen by 
the minister of the interior, that eve- 
ry branch of trade should have at 
least one representative, and the silk, 
woollen, hemp and flax, cotton, lea- 
ther, aud skin manufactures, not less 
than six each. Such of the members 
as should prove themselves most use- 
ful, or display superior talents, should 
obtain the title of Counsellor of Arts 
apd Manufactures, or Counsellor of 
Commerce, and receive a brevet tothat 
effect, signed with the empei oris own 
hand. The reason assigned for form- 
ing these establishments was, that it 
was the emperor’s intention to ascer- 
tain the opinions of the principal 
merchants and manufacturers in the 
empire, upon every thing relating to 
commerce and manufactures. They 
would have given him their opinions, 
had they been permitted, in these 
words: Laissez nous faire; let us 
alone. The establishment of such an 
institution seemed ridiculous, at a 
time when the whole efforts of this 
tyrant were directed* to the destruc- 
tion of commerce. Alcug the whole 
line of coast, from Hamburgh to 
France, detachments of soldiers and 


custom-house officers were stationed, 
who searched every person that past 
them ; and if they saw a boat moving 
on the water in the dusk, or heatd 
footsteps in the darkness, fired *at 
once toward the spot, and frequently 
committed the most wanton murders 
with impunity. A fifth part of any 
concealed commercial property was 
promised to the informer who should 
discover it, and a tenth to the agent 
of the custom-house who should seize 
it. The worst effect of this decree 
w?s, that, by holding out so high a pre- 
mium for the foulest breach of confi- 
dence, it tempted confidential servants 
to betray their employers, and much 
buried property was thus brought to 
light. Domiciliary visits were made 
by the custom-house officers and their 
soldiers, in search of hidden goods. 
T wo officers, convicted of having per- 
mitted a ship to enter a French port 
which had touched at England on 
its way, were condemned to be im- 
risoned eight years in irons. The 
uty of 50 per cent, upon all colonial 
produce, was levied with an insolent 
rigour, such as the most brutal Turk 
would use, in some petty port of the 
Red Sea, towards an unhappy adven- 
turer, whose life as wolf as property 
was at his mercy. At Hamburgh, pay- 
ment was demanded within eight-and- 
forty hours, on pain of seizure and con- 
fiscation^— a demand with which few 
merchants could possibly comply. 
The merchants in Dantzic, and the 
Prussian towns on the Baltic, having 
failed to pay these monstrous demands, 
the French officers seized as much 
property as they judged equivalent 
to the duties, allowing what they 
thought proper for the probable de- 
preciation of the article in France, 
and likewise for the expcnceof trans- 
porting it to Paris. Large convoya 
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were weekly sent off in this manner, 
amid the hisses, groans, and execra- 
tions of the populace. 

These measures not only produced 
distress to all who vere dependant 
upon commercial pursuits and ruin to 
many, but brought home some pri- 
vation, or personal inconvenience to 
almost every individual upon the con- 
tinent, accustomed as the continen- 
, tal nations were to the use of Eng- 
lish manufactures, and especially of 
colonial produce. At Hamburgh, 
sugar was sold this year for a crown 
a pound. Buonaparte seemed bent 
upon excluding colonial sugar from his 
empire; he gave orders that none 
should be used in the imperial kit- 
chen, except what was extracted 
from grapes, andencouraged attempts 
equally absurd to produce it from 
carrots, and from beet, and from ho- 
ney. Macedonian cotton was brought 
by land into Holland. The Danes 
sent from Copenhagen to the south 
of Russia for cotton, which was to 
travel by land carriage to the shores 
of the Baltic. The trade between 
Russia and Prussia, which former- 
ly employed an immense tonnage, 
was carried on wholly by land car- 
riage of the most miserable kind, in 
carts, a thousand of which would 
not convey as much merchandize as 
one vessel of 300 tons. They travel- 
ed in long strings like caravans. On 
tfie 9th of April, thirty of these 
Russian kibitkas, as they were called, 
entered Hamburgh for the first time, 
a sight not less mournful than extra- 
ordinary for the merchants of that 
city, whose trade had been so prospe- 
rous till the reign of this upstart bar- 
barian. The Emperor of Austria, 
assenting to all the measures of bis son- 
in-law, however wicked, or however 
absurd, acceded to his continental sys- 
tem, prohibited all intercourse with 


England, and then vainly endeavoured 
to supply the want of the commodi* 
ties which he had excluded. Pi*- 
miums oF500 ducats were offered at 
Vienna for substitutes for camphor* 
Peruvian bark and opium, and for the 
discovery of plants possessing the 
same vin ues as senna, jalap, and ipe- 
cacuanha. Many towns could have no 
lamps lighted for want of oil. Sugar 
was only subjected to new regulations, 
not prohibited, because, the Austnan 
government said, it was an article indis- 
pensably necessary in pharmacy ! The 
same plea would not avail for coffee 
to the same extent, but tin* medical 
men at Vienna declared there lyere 
persons to whom coffae was an article 
essential for their health ; they pro- 
posed, therefore, that apothecaries 
should be authorised to keep it, and 
physicians allowed to prescribe it for 
such persons at the rate of an ounce 
per day s under this pretext its im- 
portation was admitted by special li- 
cences. It was discovered also by 
antiquarians, that some bishop in for- 
mer times had prepared a drink from 
burnt lupine seeds, perhaps from a 
principle of mortification ; this dis- 
covery was now brought into use, and 
roasted lupines sold under the name 
of bishop* s coffee, or perhaps coffee 
under the name of roasted lupines. 
Such was the degradation to which 
this barbarian bad reduced the con- 
tinent of Europe. 

Under the best regulated govern- 
ments it is found impossible to pre- 
vent smuggling, of all offences that 
for which there is the most tempta- 
tion. That it leads to habits the 
most dangerous, and crimes the most 
desperate, is certain ; but it is equally 
certain, that they who engage in it 
begin without any sense oi guilt, 
and that no man among the populace 
thinks the worse of his neighbour for 
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being asmugglerj on the cont« aty, the 
smugglers ate never at a loss for volun- 
tary assistance to carry off or secrete 
effects that are in danger. But if this 
ia the case in England, and that it is 
•o, is as notorious as it would be easy 
to show why it must be so, what 
must it be upon the continent under 
circumstances like the present ? Un- 
der such circumstances, a band of 
smugglers was an association in de- 
fence of propci ty, and smuggling was 
resistance to oppression, not indeed 
the most dignified form that resistance 
could assume, but the fin»t and the 
most natural. This spirit soon ap- 
pealed ; men associated in armed and 
organized bodidu, like so many guer- 
rilla parties, and, in spjte of Buona- 
parte’s line of custom-houses and of 
troops, landed, escorted, and sold 
those articles which habit had long 
rendered essential in their own domes- 
tic economy, and of vrtnch their own 
government had always encouraged 
the importation. Irritated at this, 
the tyrant issued an edict 
Oct . 18 . for the establishment, until 
a general peace, of tribunals 
charged with the repression of fraud 
and smuggling in matters relative to 
the customs. They were to have 
cognizance, exclusive of all other tri- 
bunals, both of the crime of smug- 
gling, executed by an armed force, 
and the crime of entering into specu- 
lations for contraband traffic, and the 
crimes and delinquencies committed 
by theofficersof the customs in breach 
of their duty. The persons subject 
to these jurisdictions were those who 
should be accused as chiefs of bands, 
conductors or direetprs of companies 
of smugglers, insurers, parties inte- 
rested am their accomplice^ in all en- 
terprizes for defrauding the revenue. 
They were invested with capital ju- 
risdiction, and their decisions were 
without appeal. * The punishment 


for smuggling, carried on by an armed 
force, remained death as before. But 
new punishments wet* Enacted for all 
other offenders ; dealers in ptohibited 
goods were to be burned in the fore- 
head with the letters B. D. (brute 
par la douaine), and condemned to ten 
years hard labour, and this without 
prejudice to an adjudication of dama- 
ges of state, proportioned to the pro- 
fits which they might have derived* 
from their trade. Those who dealt 
in goods whiqh were not absolutely 
^/ohibited, that is, smuggled, accor- 
ding to the old acceptation of the 
term, wert *0 be punished with four 
years hard labour, and mulcted n» the 
like proportion to their former illicit 
gains, rersons employed in carrying 
the goods were liable only to correc- 
tional punishment, if any extenuating 
circumstances offered in their favour ; 
but they were to be placed under the 
superintendanccof the supreme police. 
The goods liable to duties were to be 
sold by auction, the prohibited ones 
publicly burnt . This monstrous de- 
cree was of course repeated in all the 
countries under vassallage to France. 
Men were actually burnt in the fore- 
head with a red-hot iron for these of- 
fences, and nenteuced to hard labour 
for ten years ; and the continental 
journals recoided, as so many triumphs 
over Great Britain, that piles of the 
most precious Merchandize were burnt 
in the public squares. They added, 
that the beholders expressed their joy 
at the conflagration, regarding it as 
a fatal blow to England. This was 
one of the systematic falsehoods of the 
French government. The truth is, that 
wherever these destructive exhibitions 
were made, it was necessary td'tepress 
the indignation of the profile by the 
presence of a strong aimed force, and 
carry the edicts of th*&arbarian into 
effect at the point of'the bayonet. 

It is said tnat Fouche, a man first 
6 
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distinguished as a violent jacobine, 
aiif^aftenvards as Buonaparte’s mi- 
niater of police, an office which, under 
such a tyrant, is more exalted indeed, 
but not more honourable than that of 
hangman, offended his master, by re- 
presenting to him the evils and the pres- 
sure of individual suffering, caused by 
the stagnation of trade, and the bur- 
den of the conscription, as consider- 
ations whi^i should induce him to 
“think of peace. Certain it is, that he 
wa*> dismissed from his office ; the dis- 
grace w^s covered by'appointing him 
governor of Rome, tillmeasures should 
be taken for arranging the sffiministra- 
tion of the Roman states ; and Buona- 
parte, in the letter which notified this 
appointment, assigned as a reason fur 
it, the services which Fouchc had ren- 
dered him in different circumstances. 
But the appointment was for the 
purpose of exiling him, and Fouche, 
though, in his reply, hr accepted it, as 
a recompenee for the feeble services 
which he had been happy enough to 
render the emperor, communicated 
his acceptation in the language of 
regret as well as of submission, and 
spoke of his absolute resignation as 
the strongest proof of unbounded 
devotion toward the imperial person. 
Savary, whose infamy has been re- 
corded in these annals, was appointed 
his successor. 

The tyranny of Buonaparte’s do- 
mestic policy was not less grievous 
than that which he exercised over 
his unhappy allies. The restrictions 
which he had already laid upon the 
press were not deemed sufficient, and 
he now decreed, that there 
Aug . 3. should be only one news- 
. paper published in each of 
the departments, with the exception 
of that of the Seine, and that this one 
should be under the authority of the 
prefect, and never published without 
vo$. III. part i. 


his approbation. « Nevertheless,” it 
was added, “ the prefect may provi- 
sionally authorise in our great cities 
the publication of papers, containing'' 
advertisements, in the nature of post- 
ing-bills or t hand-bills, relative to sales 
of articles of* merchandize, and immo- 
veable p.operty; and journals treat- 
ing exclusively of literature, the scien- 
ces, arts, and agriculture. The said 
publications must contain no articles 
foreign to their object.” a 

state of fear must this tyrant exist in, 
when he feels it essential for his safety 
that his subjects should be kept in 
ignorance of the events of theii own 
time, and receive no other intelligence 
of the war m which’ his wickedness 
has involved them, than what he him- 
self thinks proper to communicate ! 
In all its former wars the French go- 
vernment Jpis never found such pre- 
cautions necessary ; but the guilt and 
the shame* of its transactions in the 
peninsula have rendered it cowardly. 
By another imperial de- 
cree, considering that the Nov. 18. 
reduction and settling of 
the number of printers mu3t necessa- 
rily leave printing presses m the pos- 
session of individuals not licensed to 
make use of them, and that it was im- 
portant to know who these persons 
were, and to what purpose they in- 
tended to apply these implements, it 
was enacted that all such persons must 
make a declaration respecting such im- 
plements to the prefects of their re- 
spective departments. Makers of ima- 
ges, dominos, and tapestrv, were also 
subject to the same regulation. 

The character of this detestable 
tyranny was still farther shown, by a 
decree issued from the palace of Fon- 
tainbleau, relating to persons 
of both flexes who. were in Ocl . 3. 
service as domestics at Paris, 
or wished to become so. All such 

t > 
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persons, under whatever denomination 
they served, and whether their engage- 
ments were by the year, month, or even 
day, were to have their names, place 
of birth, employment, description, and 
state, whether married or single, in- 
serted in a register, together with the 
name of the person whom they served ; 
and those persons who served by the 
month or day, besides declaring their 
place of abode, were to produce a 
liouseheeper, who should be responsi- 
ble for them. These persons were to 
bd furnished each with a counter-tick- 
et corresponding to his register ; and 
all who within the month failed thus 
to in'seribe themselves, should be im- 
prisoned for not less than eight days, 
nor more than three months. No 
person was permitted to take into his 
employ any person without a card of 
insciiption, and this card was to be 
delivered into the hands of the mas- 
ter, who, as soon as the servant left 
him, was bound to notify upon it the 
day of his departure, and address it 
to the prefecture of police. The ser- 
vant also was bound to repair to the 
prefecture within 4-8 hours, declare 
what course lie meant to pursue, and 
receive the card again. Servants were 
forbidden to hire any chambers or 
closets without the knowledgcof their 
masters, and without giving notice 
to the commissary of police for the 
division. Every servant out of place 
for more than a month, who could not 
give a satisfactory accountof hismcaRs 
of subsistence, should be obliged to 
depart from Paris, if he were not au- 
thorised to rcsidelhere, under pain of 
punishment as a vagrant. — The direct 
and almost undisguised object of this 
decree, was to establish a system of 
espionage in every home in Pans. 

A few weeks after this new mea- 
sure of jealous tyranny, the Corsican 
announced to his $ens^e,and to the arch- 


bishops and bishops of his empire, 
the pregnancy of Maria Louisa, in- 
forming the latter, it would be very 
agreeable to him that particular prayers 
should be offered up for her safety. 
The reply of the senate is a fine spe- 
cimen of the modern Ffench style, 
which has long been assuming an east- 
ern character of frippery and bom- 
bast. w Sire,” they said, " the se- 
nate has heard with the most lively 
emotion the letter of your imperial 
and royal majepty. France sees ac- 
complished the wish which she had 
formed, a*yl, not ceasing to admire the 
destiny of tht greatest of monarchs, 
she is pleased m contemplating the 
bright star of Napoleon illuminating 
the cradle which the laurels of glory 
and the palms of virtue surround. 
How often, sire, have we presented 
to the fir&t of heroes the homage and 
admiration of a great people ! We 
now offer to the father of the country 
the wishes of that people ; happy in 
seeing his happiness, happy for his 
hopes, happy for all that with which 
the august princess, whom he cherish- 
es for her sake and for ours, inspires 
him.” — It was announced Also to the 
people of Austria, in Austrian phrase, 
that the archduchess u was in blessed 
circumstances of body.” Important 
and flattering, it was added, were the 
hopes with which this happy event 
must animate the two noble and pow- 
erful nations of Austria and France- 
Such hopes were little able to allevi- 
ate the actual sufferings of the Aus- 
trians. A campaign carried on by 
such immense armies as were opposea 
to each other in 1809, had occasion- 
ed such a consumption of fodder, that 
the farmers were compelled to kill 
their cattle for want of food for them ; 
great part of their harvest had been 
destroyed or consumed ; a total stop 
was put to all those branches of in- 
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dustry which depended upon foreign 
commerce ; and the distress of the 
government keeping pace with that 
of the people, the state declared that 
it stood in need of the tenth 
Sept, 12. # of the property of all its 
'subjects. The object of 
this contribution was stated to be 
twofold ; the extinction of the paper 
money, and the payment of such of 
the debts of the state as bore inte- 
rest. The people were permitted 
to pay this contribution in fifteen 
equal portions from year to year, and 
considerable deductions promised to 
persous who should make their pay- 
ments in the first eighteen months. 
The tax upon moveable property was 
to be paid in five years, during which 
time the whole of the money thus 
raised was to be applied to the ex- 
tinction of the paper money. All 
church plate whatsoever, without 
exception, was ordered to be deliver- 
ed in for the use of government, in 
return foi which, obligations of the 
Aulic Chamber were given, bearing 
interest at 3 per cent. ; and it was pro- 
mised that the principal should be re- 
paid in four yearly instalments, of 
which the first was to take place at 
he end of ten years. While the peo- 
ple of Austria were thus oppressed 
by heavier imposts than had ever been 
laid on them before # and saw their 
churches stripl, not only of all that 
‘was ornamental, but of what they 
had been accustomed to consider as 
essential to the decency of religious 
worship, .they had the aggravated 
pain of seeing waggons full of specie 
travel from Vienna toward France, 
in payment of the arrears of the war 
contribution exacted by Buonaparte 
from his father-in-law. They who 
were able to fly from* all this misery 
endeavoured to get beyond the reach 
of those evils which the French revo- 


lution has brought upon every part 
of civilized Europe, and great num- 
bers emigrated to the Crimea, 
Church property received the same 
rude shock in Prussia, as 
in all the countries which Nov. 10. 
were under the dominion of 
France ; all convents and other eccle- 
siastical institutions, bailliwicks and 
commendarie8, whether of the pro- 
testant or catholic religion, were de- 
clai ed to be the property of the staLe ; 
no novices were to be admitted, nor 
any persons appointed to offices as 
they fell vacant ; they would thus be 
gradually abolished, and the existing 
members were to peceive a suitable 
compensation from £he state till they 
died ofT. The king promised to pio- 
vide for those institutions which were 
employedeitherashospitalsorschools. 
The rea^fn assigned for thib usurpa- 
tion^ property was, that the designs 
for which convents and ecclesiastical 
institutions had been endowed, were 
not consonant with the objects and 
necessities of the present times ; that 
the neighbouring 6tatcs had done the 
same thing $ that the heavy chums of 
the state upon private property might 
thus be lessened ; and that the punc- 
tual discharge of the contributions to 
France could be dice ted in no olhee 
manner. Frederick William felt the 
distress of his people and the degra- 
dation of his country more deeply 
than any of his 'brother sovereign,,, 
because he had a nobler spirit, and a 
better heai t. He and his queen re- 
turned to Berlin at the Christmas of 
1809, after an absence of two years ; 
their return was to all but themselves 
an occasion ofrjoy, and they, amid 
the grief of poignant remembrance 
and regret, had at least the satisfac- 
tion of seeing how truly they were 
beloved by the people. One of the 
first measures after their return was 
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in that spirit of liberal encouragement 
toward talents of every kind, for 
which Prussia had long been distin- 
guished ; it was a new organization 
of the orders of knight- 
Jctn . 19/ hood, which were now di- 
vided into two distinct 
classes, one for military services, the 
other for merit of every other kind. 
The king, submitting to his evil for- 
tune, obeyed the injunctions of the 
Corsican, and enforced m the rem- 
nant of his dominions the edicts against 
Comm* rco, which that barbarian ex- 
tended over the whole continent ; but, 
ir* • h 1 language of Frederic William’s 
decrees, it might always be seen that 
he acted under a necessity against 
which it was hopeless to contend. 
In the course of this summer he lost 
his q'leeu, a woman still in the prime 
of life, remarkable for ltw beauty 
and talents and generous spirir, ‘and 
not less dear to him foi her domestic 
virtues. Had her councils been fol- 
io i ed in time, Buonaparte would ne- 
ver have triumphed over Austria at 
Austeilitz, and it must have been the 
bitterest of all her husband’s sorrow 
to i effect, that if from the beginnr g 
his policy had been upright and ho- 
nourable, he might have handed down 
to ins children, unbroken and secure, 
the dominion which he had received 
from his fathers. The lobs of his 
w t’« , who died with her hands clench* 
cu m his, almost overpowered him, 
a id with a broken spirit, and well 
nig i a broken heart, he determined 
to abandon all farther cares of state, 
and indulge his grief in retirement. 
From this resolution he was with dif- 
ficulty dissuaded by bis friends, and 
his last act ' during the year was to 
sell off sdme pf his most valuable 
jewels, to the amount of 600,000 flo- 
rins, in part of the contributions ex- 
acted by France, tjiat he might in 


some degree relieve his subjects. Af- 
fected by this example, they who had 
yet the means raised a voluntary sub- 
scription, to prevent farther sacrifices 
on his part. 

Frederic William had too many 
nearer troubles to feel any additional 
alarm or pain at seeing Hanover, the 
bait which had tempted him to his 
ruin, annexed to the new kingdom of 
Westphalia. Jerome Buo- 
napaite announced to the March 7. 
Hanoverians, that the em- 
peror, his exalted brother, had, by a 
convention concluded at Paris, trans- 
fers d to him al* his righto and claims 
to their country. ** His deputies,” 
said he, have delivered it to me, 
and I this day take possession of it. 
Henceforth you are to enjoy the in- 
valuable advantage of being relieved 
from the painful slate of uncertainty 
in which you have hitherto lingered, 
and ol being foi ever united with a 
state which will secure you against 
all attacks of continental powers, and 
which will also know how to protect 
you from the insults that might be 
attempted in the course of a mari- 
time war. The misery and wretch- 
edness to which you have hitherto 
been exposed, cannot but render you ' 
more thankful for the happiness which 
you aie now to enjoy.” One mourn- 
lul statement v\ ill suffice to show what 
the happiness was of which the Ha- 
noverians were to partake. Of 8000 
conscripts raised in the kingdom of 
this poor debauched puppet, all were 
pnder eighteen years of age ; two 
thousand were under sixteen, and 
three thousand were boys between 
the age of ten and fourteen ! 

The deputies from Hanover were 
represented in the French journals as 
addressing the * king, to whom they 
had been made over, in a strain of adu- 
lation perfectly Parisian ; but it ap- 
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pcaredfrom the German journals, that 
a becoming dignity was preserved by 
them in their unavoidable submission. 
Their president, the Counsellor Ratje, 
represented to Jerome in strong lan- 
guage the unhappy condition of the 
eople, and the grief with which they 
ad been constrained to renounce the 
authority of their former prince, un- 
der whom they had enjoyed so many 
blessings, expressing a hope that the 
monarch to whom they now promised 
obedience would heal the wounds of 
the country. Te beum was sung 
at Hanover upon this occasion ; the 
theatre was opened gratuitously, and 
the towns-people made to illumiuate. 
But amid these apparent rejoicings, 
the government found it necessary 
to issue a proclamation forbidding 
emigration ; and the feelings of the 
people were so well known, that it 
was thought prudent to prohibit the 
sale of prints of the Duke of Bruns- 
wick Oels, and snuff-boxes bearing 
the portrait of that gallant prince, 
whose movements in Germany Jerome 
did not remember without an omi- 
nous sense of the injustice of his own 
title, and the insecurity of the te- 
nure by which he held his throne, as 
the deputy of an usurper* The ha- 
tred which Buonaparte bears to the 
house of Brunswick, or rather to 
Great Britain, was even more stri- 
kingly manifested, by a circumstance 
trifling in itself, but peculiarly cha- 
racteristic of the manner in which he 
seeks by every possible means to ag- 
gravate the evils of war. A para- 
graph appealed in one of the French 
journals, saying, that what some Ger- 
man newspaper had said of the Queen 
of Wirtemberg keeping up a corre- 
spondence with her father, the King 
of England, was false, — she had not 
written to him for several years. Not 
only those courtesies of increasing ci- 


vilization, by which a state of hostili- 
ty was mitigated, must be disused, 
but all common humanities are pro- 
scribed by this barbarian, and even 
the intercourse between lather and 
child forbidden. 

Those Alpine countries, where the 
people had for so many ages enjoyed 
their own institutions and flourished 
under them, suffered, in this mournful 
state of the continent, as many chan- 
ges as the old free states of Holland 
and Germany. Part of the Tyrol, 
which the tyrant had foimerly given 
to the most guilty of his allies, the 
King of Bavaria, was now, under the 
name of the department of the Upper 
Adige, annexed t o B uonaparte’s king- 
dom of Italy. The aims of Lhis new 
kingdom were fixed upon 
all the public buildings, a June 10. 
general domination was 
enjoined, and the French people were 
assured that the Tyrolese showed by 
their tejoicings how duly they appre- 
ciated their happiness in belonging to 
a government whose wisdom secured 
their internal prosperity, and whose 
force protected them from any exter- 
nal attack. The prefect of the new 
department insulted this brave people, 
by telling them in his proclamation 
that they ri\ ailed the ancient propit 
of Italy in fidelity and devotion to 
the great Napoleon, and in love for 
the best of princes. “ How pleasant 
will it be for me,” said he, " to lay 
at tlic foot of his throne the solemn 
act of your re-union, confirmed by the 
testimony of your gratitude.” This 
to the countrymen of Hofcr ! They 
had at least this consolation, that the 
master to whom they were transfer- 
red, however dxecrable in all points, 
could not be more ungrateful than 
the one for whom they had made such 
heroic sacrifices. Not* only did the 
Emperor Frauqjs permit Hofer be 
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ut to death without one effort in bis 
ehalf, and at the very time when 
preparation* were making for the 
marriage festival at Vienna, but he 
ordered such of the Tyrolese as had 
taken refuge in that city to quit it ; 
they were called insurgents by him, 
for whom, and at whose instigation, 
they had risen in arms ; and it is even 
•aid, that some of them were arrested 
by the Austrian government, in obse- 
quious obedience to the Corsican ! 

The Valais also was unitedto France, 
as the department of the Simplon. 
Buonaparte issued this decree of usur- 
pation, “considering,” he said, “that 
the route of the Simplon, which con- 
n ( cts the empire ir*d our kingdom of 
Italy, h of use to more than sixty 
millions of people ; that it lias cost 
moic to the trea juries of France and 
Italy than eighteen millions, which 
expencc would be entirely useless if 
the trade through it did not find ac- 
commodations and security ; that the 
Valais has not adhered to any of the 
engagements it entered into, when we 
ordered the works for opening this 
grand communication to be commen- 
ced ; wishing, moreover, to put an 
end to the anarchy which prevails in 
that country, and to cut short the 
oppressive claims to sovereignty of 
one part of the population over the 
other.” The conscription was im- 
mediately enforced in all the coun- 
tries which fell under this iron yoke. 
In Switzerland, 2300 men were raised 
for the wicked service of the Corsican 
between the months of December and 
March ; yet this service was so ab- 
horred by the people, that in the can- 
ton of Zug a proclamation was is- 
sued, declaring that all persons who 
spoke unfavourably of it should be 
apprehended, and punished as enemies 
of the country. The old rights of 
hospitality were no [anger regarded 


in this country, which was once as 
happy as it was free. Domiciliated 
foreigners were informed, that they 
must either cause their sons to enlist, 
or quit the country. The Swiss press, 
which had been free when that of 
England as well as of France was en- 
slaved, was now for the first time fet- 
tered. A law was passed at Berne, 
or, more accurately, received there 
from Paris, requiring all printers and 
booksellers to take out an annual li- 
cence, and ordaining that no book 
should be printed or sold without the 
approbation of a committee of cen- 
sorship. The effect of these restric- 
tions upon the literature of the con- 
tirent was such, that the French jour- 
nal of foreign books was diminished 
one third in size. 

The next act of usurpation annex- 
ed the Hanse towns to the Corsican’s 
cmpiie, and placed Hamburgh, Bre- 
men, and Lubcck, among the number 
of good cities whose mayors were to 
be present at the oath of fealty to the 
emperors at their coronation. The 
people were promised, as a boon which 
was to compensate for the loss of their 
independence, that a communication 
should be formed with the Baltic by 
a canal, which, extending from the ca- 
nal of Hamburgh to Lubeck, should 
connect the Elbe and the Wescr, the 
Weser and the Ems, the Ems and 
the Rhine. The French flag was to 
be hoisted in these old and venerable 
cities on the first day of the new year, 
and the French papers spoke of no- 
thing but the joy of the people, their 
well-founded hopes of seeing their 
ancient prosperity restored, their con- 
fidence in the genius and benevolence 
of Buonaparte, and their satisfaction 
at being admitted among the number 
of his subjects. But the letters from 
these cities told a different tale ; they 
spoke of the insatiable ambition, the 
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implacable tyranny, and shameless per- 
fidy of a government, which, having 
stripped them almost of their last du- 
cat, consummated its guilt by rob- 
bing them of their independence. 

The events in Sweden were more 
extraordinary and not less important 
than those* of the preceding year. 
Prince Christian Augustus of Augus- 
tenberg, the elected crown prince, ar- 
rived at Gottenburgh on the 9th of 
January. He made his entrance it 
midnight, with a cavalcade of horse- 
men bearing torches in their hands, 
and proceeded through streets where- 
in 20,000 lamps had been prepared 
to light his way to the governor's 
house. Glad of any thing which of- 
fered a hope of tranquillity to the 
country, the Swedes seem sincerely 
to have rejoiced in his arrival. He 
was a man about forty years of age, 
below the mean stature, with strong 
features, deeply scarred by the small 
pox, — in person therefore neither pre- 
possessing nor majestic, but he was 
supposed to possess a sound under- 
standing. When he reach - 
Jan. 21. ed the capital, the king in- 
troduced him to the assem- 
bly of the states, adopted him for his 
son, and gave him the name of Charles 
Gustavus. The crown prince then 
mounted upon the steps of the throne, 
took off the crown which had been 
given him, and, knqeling and laying 
his hands upon the Bible, took the 
oath appointed ; after which he recei- 
ved the homage of the states. 

He found the country in a state 
of great distress, public as well as 
private. The public debt was esti- 
mated at forty millions, and for the 
last two years no part of the interest 
had been discharged. The states were 
not well agreed among themselves. 
The nobles, desirous of preserving to 
themselves that power which they 
10 


had so often exercised to the misfor- 
tune of Sweden, wished to alter the 
coronation oath, and make it conclude 
in these terms : “ All thebe things 
we engage strictly to observe and fitf* 
fil, as we desire that the states and 
inhabitants of Sweden shall feel them- 
selves bound to observe aiul fulfil 
their o.*ihs of fidelity and allegiance i 
to us." But the other three states, 
while they were endeavouring to set- 
tle the affairs of the kingdom after 
one revolution, refused to make this 
preparation for another. An attempt 
was made against the property of the 
church by the three other states ; 
they proposed to abolish episcopacy, 
not from any objection to the'disci- 
pline, but upon the true soidid prin- 
ciple of modern reform, the rule of 
profit and loss, applied to govern- 
ment, and misunderstood. Their plan 
was to present incumbents drop 
oil, and when the bishop died, trans- 
fer his duties to the dean, and take 
the income for the use of the state. 
Had the clergy been mingled with 
the other representatives, this unjust 
and most nubchievous measure might 
have been carried ; but meeting as a 
separate and equal state, they were 
enabled to protect their own proper- 
ty and the best interests of the pub- 
lic. 

The crown prince soon made him- 
self popular. He was seen inspecting 
the provisions, which were at this 
time distributed gratuitously to the 
poor, who must otherwise have pe- 
rished, and examining in person the 
stores destined for the supply of the 
army. It is said also that he visited 
incognito the hospitals and prisons. 
By such means the affections of the 
people were easily won. Their hopes 
were of short duration, for, on the 
29th of May, as he was reviewing some 
hussar regimfnu at Bonorp Heath? 
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a few miles from Helsinburgh, he fell Silversparre, the adjutant general, 
from his horse and died immediately, came up at this time, and learning the 
In other time's his death would have cause of the tumult, thought to ap- 
appeared perfectly natural ; but the pease the people by assuring them in 
populace, who had been too much ac- the king’s name that Fersen should be 
Cjistomed to conspiracies, suspected arrested and brought to trial. They 
poison, and their suspicions fixed up- huzzaed at this, appeared to be satis- 
on the two noble families of Fersen fied, and began to disperse ; but when 
and Piper, who were supposed to be the count, venturing too sOon from 
jealous of his popularity, rearing that the house, attempted to reach his car- 
by his ascendancy now, and his sub- riage, they rushed upon him, and, in 
sequent elevation to the throne, they spite of the life guards who surround- 
should lose their influence in the go- ed him, but who forbore too long, 
vernment. This notion obtained so they murdered him, tore the clothes 
generally, that, nine days after his de- from the mangled body, and exposed 
cease, the king ordered a judicial in- it naked in the streets. They threat- 
quiry to be instituted touching the ened his sistt:, Countess Piper, and 
truth or falsehooc^of the report. This the queen herself was not spared in 
act of the government of course con- their language ; but the soldiers be- 
firmed the people in their opinion, ing compelled in their own defence to 
The interval which elapsed between fire, the mob was for the time sup- 
the death of the prinee aqd his inter- pressed, though not without much 
ment, gave full time for ' suspicion bloodshed. Five of the soldiers were 
to spread ; and when the funeral killed ; not less than a hundred of the 
procession arrived at Stockholm, on populace killed and wounded, 
the 20th of June, the agitation of A proclamation was immediately 
the people had increased to a danger- issued, exhorting the people not to 
ous height. Count Axel Feisen, in suffer themselves again to become the 
a chariot drawn by six horses, untor- tools of perfidious intriguers ; but the 
tunately led the procession ; an im- conduct of the government seemed to 
mense multitude had collected, who imply that they partook m some de- 
assailed him with hisses and groans $ gree of the general suspicion ; Coun- 
but so little did he seem conscious of tess Piper, and M. Rossi, chief phy- 
deserving their indignation, that it sician to the late prince, were arrest- 
was not till a stone was thrown into ed ; and Count Fabian Fersen, bro- 
the carriage that he perceived himself ther to the murdered count, resigned 
to be the object of it. Then putting his office of Lord Chamberlain. Oil 
his head out of the window, he cither the third day after the tumult, an of- 
attempted to address the mob, or, if ficial report of the investigation was 
his gestures were interpreted rightly, made by the Chancellor of Justice, 
menaced them. Upon this he was “ It had been commenced,” he said, 
assailed with a volley of stones ; one “ on the 10th, but was not yet closed, 
of them struck him in the face j and because all the necessary testimony 
finding himself m imminent danger, had not been collected. As far as 
lie jumped out, and with great diffi- the inquiry had been conducted, it had 
culty took shelter in the nearest house, not afforded any groundfor supposing 
A cry was now set up that he had that theie was the slightest founda- 
murdered the crown grince. Baron tion for the popular suspicion, which 
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indeed might be considered as refu- 
ted by the opinion of the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians. Whether farther 
examination would place the matter 
*in a different light, would soon be 
seen. But for the purpose of en- 
couraging Jthe discovery of truth by 
all lawful mean3, the chancellor sug- 
gested that a reward should be offer- 
ed to any persons who could give evi- 
dence before a court of law, so that 
the offenders might be lawfully con- 
victed. In this manner the purpose 
of justice would be obtained ; and if 
such evidence were not offered, then 
the falsehood of the report would ap- 
pear, which otherwise would remain 
a stain upon the honour of the Swe- 
dish nation/’ Accordingly a reward 
of 20,000 rix dollars was offered to 
any person who could give such evi- 
dence of the murder as might convict 
the offender, of whatever rank or de- 
scription the offender might be. 

No persons were more solicitous 
for the investigation than those who 
lay undtr so foul, and, as it appears, 
so groundless a suspicion. Count 
Fabian Fersen petitioned that seals 
might be put upon all his brother's 
papers ; they were examined, and no- 
thing appeared which could be sup- 
posed in any degree to criminate 
him. The examination of the phy- 
sician, M. Rossi, tended to render the 
truth more doubtful* The tribunal 
to which the business had been refer- 
red, reported that, according to his 
own account, he once noticed the 
prince to be seized with a giddiness, 
and at another time to be insensible 
for some moments, and yet had paid 
no particular attention to these symp- 
toms of disease, as his duty required 
him to do. That four-and-twenty 
hours after the death of the prince, 
without waiting for the orders of bis 
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majesty , and without takingany means 
for preserving the body, he open- 
ed it m presence of three physicians, 
and against the representations of the. 
chamberlain and of other persons ^ >■ 
that he had performed this operation 
with great negligence, omitting many- 

things whichtheTawprescribed, which 

the assisting physicians proposed, and 
which were essential to render it sa- 
tisfactory ; and finally, that the ton. 
tents of the 6tomach, which it was 
important to preserve and submit to 
chemical analysis, were not examined, 
but, by his own acknowledgement, 
thrown away. Having therefore pass- 
ed the bounds of his function a» phy- 
sician to the princ^ and discovered a 
culpable negligence and want of skill 
in the exercise of his duty, the Royal 
Tribunal of the High Court of Jus- 
tice declare^, that he ought to be de- 
prived oP/us appointment, and that 
he no longer deserved to live in the 
country. This report was not likely 
to lessen the prevalent suspicion ; and 
one of the professors who was con- 
sulted delivered in two memoirs to 
explain the reasons which inclined 
him to ascribe the death of the prince 
to Some poison analogous to the ru/ua 
tofaua\ for though lie was not ac- 
quainted, he said, by experience with 
the symptoms produced by that dead- 
ly composition, nevertheless he con- 
ceived that the symptoms which pre- 
ceded the fatal apoplectic stroke were 
such as might well be expected to he 
produced by some slow and secret 
poispn of that kind. It was hardly 
to Have been exacted iu this age, 
that? a man of any eminence in hii» 
profession should have delivered an 
opinion founded wholly upon igno- 
rance. There was a report that six 
thousand rix dollars had been paid to 
the person who administered the poi- 
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son, and that he had succeeded in 
escaping out of Sweden with that 
sum. 

Nothing more resulted from the 
investigation, nor indeed does there 
seem to have been any just reason for 
supposing that the prince’s death was 
not purely natural. The agitation of 
the people subsided, and their atten- 
tion was called off to the more import- 
ant question of the succession. One 
party wished to restore it to the son 
of Gustavus, who, if the Duke of 
Sudermania had been actuated purely 
by a sense of duty, would never have 
been set aside because of his father's 
infirmity. The brother of the late 
prince offered himself as another can- 
didate. Prince George Von Olden- 
burgh, brother-in-law to the Czar 
Alexander, was supported by the 
Russian interest. The Kiting of Den- 
mark flattered himself that he should 
be supported by France, and propo- 
sed himself, in spite of the old enmity 
between Sweden and Denmark,— -an 
enmity which the late events had not 
tended to diminish. But an eulogium 
in the Swedish papers upon Marshal 
Bernadotte, whom Buonaparte had 
made Prince of Ponte Corvo, intro- 
duced this unexpected personage up- 
on the stage. Asa hero, the Swedes 
were told, he had proved himself in- 
vincible ; as a statesman, he had pro- 
moted the welfare of France without 
any selfish view $ as a conqueror, he* 
became the guardian angel of Hano- 
ver ; as a philanthropist, he ha ’ de- 
served the blessings of Swedish p o- 
merania ; as a private man, he .a id- 
ed all excess and all pageantry ; bid 
with all these noble sentiments ne £re- 
fully imbued his hopeful son, hat 
he was not of high descent, coul be 
no objection to him ; on the :on- 
trary, as he had risen by persona me- 
rit, he had thus become conve jant 
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with the concerns and relations of all 
intermediate ranks in life. It would 
be an easy task for him to learn Swe- 
dish ; and as to his religion, being al- 
ready a protestant, it differed from,-N ( 
that of Sweden only in matters alto- 
gether trifling, so that the transition 
could leave no matter for reproach, 
Bernadette's portrait was soon sent 
to Orebro, where the diet was con- 
voked, (for Stockholm was not con- 
sidered as a place where the temper 
of the public mind would allow them 
to hold their meterings in safety) and 
t^e adventurer wrote letters, profess- 
ing the interest which he took in the 
welfare of the country, and pointing 
out the means by which he hoped to 
promote it, particularly by repurcha- 
sing the estates in Pomerania which 
Buonaparte had distributed among 
his officers, and by lending the state 
three millions of francs, at an interest 
of 4 per cent., which interest was to 
be appropriated to national purposes. 
The clergy, it was said, objected to 
him, because he was not a Lutheran ; 
and the peasants, because he was a 
Frenchman ; but the business wa3 
managed by the nobles, and the pub- 
lic conciliated by hopes carefully held 
out to them, that the election of Ber- 
nadotte might be expected to lead to 
the recovery of Finland. A list of 
the candidates was presented to a se- 
cret committee ^ppointe.d for the pur- 
pose ; the King of Denmark was set 
aside upon the ingenious argument, 
that, being already a sovereign king, 
he could not hold the inferior office 
of crown prince. A letter from the 
Corsican was then read, condoling 
with the Swedes for the loss which 
they had sustained, and declaring that 
nothing could be more grateful to 
him than to sec them once again in 
their former happy and flourishing 
state. “ It was his wish,” he said. 
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« that, as the Swedish people had re* cil of state ; a large majority of the 
gained thcirfreedomandindependence former, and the unanimous opinion® 
under so magnanimous a prince as of the latter, perfectly coincided with 
Charles XIIL, they might retain that his sentiments on this point. His 
dhich alone could restore them to royal majesty thinks, that by confi- 
their former rank in history, by cliu* ding the future destinies of Sweden 
sing a man*cf like sentiments and to the Prince of Ponte Corvo, his 
equal fortitude. He, however, would well-earned military fame, while on 
not interfere in the election, especially the one aide it secured the indepen- 
as -the enlightened members of the dence of the state, will on the other 
diet must be the best judges.” hand render it superfluous for him to 

His pleasure, however, was suffi- engage in fresh wars; that his strong 
ciently understood, and on the 18 th mind, tutored by long experience, 
of August Bernadotfe was proposed will maintain national tranquillity and 
to the diet, in a speech' from the old order, and secure to our faithful sub- 
king, who, having deprived his bro- jects a long and undisturbed enjoy- 
ther’s children of the throne, was not ment of the blessings of peace ; and 
ashamed to place a French adventurer lastly, that his son yill remove lh fu- 
there. « His majesty,” it was said in ture times that uncertainty of succcs- 
thc speech, 4t perceived with pleasure sion to the throne which some late 
that the voice of his people, equally lamentable events have rendered still 
aware of the necessity speedily to more important to this country. From 
choose a successor to the Swedish all these considerations his royal ma- 
thvone, loudly and unanimously de- jesty feels obliged to propose to the 
dared iu favour of the Prince of Pon- assembled states of the empire, hi® 
te Corvo. Brilliant exploits have Serene Highness Jean Baptiste Julien 
illustrated his name as a warrior, at Bernadotte, Prince of Ponte Corvo, 
the same time that eminent talents as Crown Prince of Sweden, and his 
mark him one of the most skilful royal majesty’s successor to the Swc- 
statesmen of our age. Universally dish throne.” 
admired for the probity of his cha- A proviso was made in this speech, 
racter and the mildness of his temper, that should the prince be chosen, he 
he found opportunities, even in the must, before he arrived on Swedish 
midst of the misfortunes of war, to ground, adopt the tenets of the pure 
show his attachment to the Swedish evangelical creed. Accordingly, af- 
nation, by the kind and friendly man- ter a discussion of half an hour, the 
ner in which he treated the Swedish states general of Sweden, " judging 
officers and soldiers whom the chance it their duty,” they said, t( to pre- 
of war subjected to his power. All venlj and avert the danger to the in- 
these circumstances and considera- dep ndence and tranquillity of the 
tions could not but fix his majesty’s kid dom, as well^s to the rights and 
attention and determine his resolution, prij leges of the inhabitants, which 
when the question was, to propose a mig t result from a vacancy of the 
successor to the Swedish throne. Yet thri le and a consequent election ; ex- 
his royal majesty has not failed to erq mg moreover the power reserved 
take on this important question the to. aem by the constitution of the 
sense of the states of the empire, and laswear, of electing in such a case a 
•f the secret committee of the conn* nev® dynasty, and considering that 
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the High and Mighty Prince and them, “ that which alone the laws of 
Lord, Jean Baptiste Julicn Bernadotte, God authorised, must be founded up- 
Princeof Ponte Corvo, was endowed on justice and truth ; these were his 
with virtues and qualities w T hich gave principles. I have beheld war close 
them a well-founded hope of enjoying at hand,” said he, “ I know all its* 
under his reign the fruits of a legal, evils 5 there is no conquest which can 
energetic, and beneficent government, console a country for the blood of its 
voluntarily elected him by free and children shed in a foreign land. Peace 
unanimous suffrage for themselves and is the first object of a wise and en- 
their descendents ; under condition, lightened government. It is not the 
however, that before his arrival in the extent of a state which constitutes its 
Swedish territory he should embrace force and independence ; it is its laws, 
the evangelical Lutheran religion, its industry, its commerce, and, above 
and sign the conditions which they all, its national spirit. Sweden, «t is 
should draw up.” true, has sustained great losses, but 

Bernadotte was not examined in the the honour of the Swedish name has 
Lutheran faith by the Archbishop not suffered the least attaint. Let u» 
of Upsal till he- had had sufficient submit, gentlemen, to the decrees of 
leisure for learning what new points Providence, and let us recollect that 
he was called upon to believe. On it has left us a soil sufficient to sup- 
the 9th of October he made his 60 - ply our wants, and iron to defend it.” 
lemn profession, and in'^jx days af- O 11 the third the oaths were taken, 
terwards crossed from wyborg to and upon the following day the ce- 
Corsoer, in Zealand, passing through remony of adoption took place, and 
’ a fleet of .500 merchant ships which Bernadotte # received the name of 
. wereunderastrongBritishconvoy.lt Charles John. The diet broke up 
was but an hour’s passage ; and From on the 12th. One of its last acts 
Zealand he went safely in a Swedish was an edict prohibiting Gustavus 
vessel to Hclsinburgh. The people, and his posterity from ever entering 
as was to be expected, crowded to the Swedish territory on pain of death, 
see him ; and he acquired some cheap Bernadotte at the close of this session 
popularity, by getting out of his repeated his assurance, “ that the go- 
carriage occasionally on the way to vernment would do all in its power to 
Drottningholm, that they might gra- maintain peace; but,” he added, “if 
tify their curiosity, and addressing a the country calls out your sons to bat- 
few Swedish words to some of the tie, tell them that [ will b.e their fa- 
peasantry. On the first of NovemberVther during their absence.” 4 
he was presented to the diet, and ad- In fact, the new Crown Prince, 

• dressed the king and the four estates who is from this time to be looked 
in a speech more complimentary to upon as the efficient ruler of Sweden, 
the former than rhe deserved, fbut speedily found that the rank to which 
npt more so than the occasion might he was elevated brought with it cares 
be thought to require. To the stiates to which he was equally unaccustom- 
he spoke in terms of appropriate com- ed. Hitherto he had felt no other 
plimeut, and concluded with language duty, and had no other interest, than 
which waa$|$tle to be expected from that of obeying his instructions. The 
one wht*J|jf& been trained m sufch a case was now widely different. Heir 
school, Sound policy,” he told to* the throne of Sweden, if not by 
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the free choice of the people, certain- 
ly by their unreluctant assent, the 
first thing which he learnt was* that 
the interests of Sweden were in direct 
opposition to the will of the Corsican 
who had placed him there on the 
point of duty it is not to be supposed 
tljat he would be troubled with scru- 
ples, but the path of interest was not 
plain. From Buonaparte hecould have 
nothing further to hope, but he had 
to fear a degradation like that which 
Louishad suffered, or the more wretch- 
ed puppet at Madrid, — a diminution 
not merely of power, but of honour 
and self-respect ; and when Borna- 
dotte reflected upon these examples, 
upon the geographical situation of 
Sweden, and the perilous insecurity 
of a tyrant* against whom the heails 
of all men were united, he might 
well hesitate at injuring and offending 
the Swedes, in obedience to his com- 
mands. The Swedish government, atr 
the time of his election, was tempori- 
zing with France, and endeavouring to 
escape the evil toward which France 
was pressing her, — that of declaring 
war against England. Upon this 
point Bernadotte found that all per- 
sons and all parties in Sweden were 
unanimous, and he seems not to have 
made any attempt to oppose the ge- 
neral feeling. The Corsican became 
impatient, the more so, because the 
loss of the Isle of Mascarenhas, and 
the mortification which he experien- 
ced in the peninsula, rendered him 
unusually irritable. He sent for La- 
gerbjclkc, the Swedish minister at 
Paris, and told him that the election 
of Bernadotte had alone restrained 
his resentment against the court of 
Stockholm for the last three months. 

** I knew,*’ said he, “ how to pro- 
vide against the hatred of Gustavus ; 
he was my declared enemy ; while the 
present government has only sought 


my friendship for the purpose of re- 
covering Finland, an event which will 
never take place. It has, moreover, 
continued to trade with Great Bri* 
tain, in contravention of the treaty of 
peace with France, and permitted co- 
lonial produce to be introduced, for 
the purpose of being afterwards re- 
exported to the continent. In conse- 
quence of all this, my minister at 
Stockholm has orders to demand that 
war be declared against England ; that 
English manufactures be burnt ; and 
that colonial produce be subjected to 
a duty of 50 per nt. ; and iu case of 
refusal, he must quit Stockholm im- 
mediately. it is L win, order it ;j3uch 
is my pleasure 99 5The baron obser- 
ved, that some of 1 best* nwsureb could 
not be taken without convoking the 
states of the realm ; to which the ty- 
rant replied^** Let me hear no more 
of tl» esc silly laws of Sweden I*' and 
whenever the baron attempted to make 
any fmthcr replj, he was told with* 
characteristic insolence to hold hi# 
ton Lie. 

The Danish court, which entered 
into all the Corsican’s schemes against 
Great Britain with kindred rancour, 
supported his demands at Stockholm, 
and the government, threatened at 
once by France, and Russia, and Den- 
mark, yielded to what it could no 
longer resist : but its declaration of 
war was a confession of weakness, 
which discovered no enmity toward# 
Great Britain, and excited no resent- 
ment. It declared, that Sweden de- 
sired nothing but to be able to pre- 
serve peace with every power ; that 
the treaties which she had made with 
the three allied # powers of the conti- 
nent did not insist upon her abandon- 
ing her system of neutrality, never- 
theless that system had made her the 
mark of calumny, envy, and hatred : 
she was accused of favouring England* 

O' 
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and thereby throwing obstacles in the 
way of a general peace ; and she now 
ordered tne sequestration of English 
property, and declared war against 
England, in order to do away this 
accusation**— Such a manifesto could 
only excite the compassion of the 
power against whom it was direct- 
ed ; and accordingly the declaration 
of war made nd perceptible differ- 
ence in the relations of this country 
toward Sweden. 

Various rumours prevailed during 
the yeai,of changes m those parts of 
Europe where no change could be 
for the worse. At one time it wa3 
said, that the imperial house of Aus- 
tria was to receiw a new splendour in 
the persons of some of its princes ; at 
another, that a new and splendid des- 
tiny awaited Poland. Courland, Livo- 
nia, and Esthonia, werk^lkcd of as 
provinces which might well be form- 
ed into a sepaiate kingdom. At one 
time it was said that Bcrthier was to 
be made King of Poland ; at another, 
that the house of Brandenburg would 
be set aside to make way for him. 
Projects of this kind served to amuse 
the tyrant who formed them, to se- 
cure the fidelity of his generals by 
exciting their hopes, and to keep the 
court of Petersburgh obsequious to 
his will. The weak and misguided 
Alex ander conti u ued meantime to car- 
ry on his destructive war with Tur- 
key, the events of which may well be 
hurried over, as barbarous in them- 
sel/es and unimportant in their conse- 
quences. A variety of bloody ac- 
tions, in which th<* Russians were suc- 
cessful, roused the Turks to unusual 
exertions ; the Qranc| Seignior decla- 
red, that lie would take the field in 
person, and his standard of four tails 
was hoisted On the gates of the se- 
raglio. This determination was pro- 
claimed in all the mosques } the green 


standaid of Mahommed was brought 
forth ; and it was proclaimed, that 
everj£ Mussulman capable of beai ing 
arms, who did not come forward in 
defence of his country and his reli- 
gion, should be dealt with as an un- 
believer. Three million^ of piastres 
were levied upon the Greeks, Arme- 
nians, and Jews ; the mufti and the 
Grand Seignior set the example of 
sending their plate to be minted down ; 
and, according to the usual resource 
of an ignorant government, the money 
was debased. These measuies con- 
tributed to allay the agitation which 
had heei. produced by the janizaries. 
The disorder of this corps had be- 
come so great, that some of the re- 
spectable part of the community, en- 
couraged by some Yescjutc spirits 
among them who had formerly been 
janizaries themselves, and could not 
brook the insolence and excesses to 
which they were subject, presented 
themselves unarmed to the sultan, 
and, in a peaceable but fii m manner, 
required either that the government 
would effectually protect them, or 
authorize them to protect themselves, 
and do justice upon the ruffians who 
were unworthy of the name they 
bore. The government, which not 
improbably had instigated this appli- 
cation, approved the wish of the peo- 
ple, and, confirming by circular orders 
the rights and privileges of the janiza- 
ries, declared that those rights should 
be forfeited by every janizary who 
proved himself by his conduct un- 
worthy to enjoy them ; and, under the 
malediction of the caliphat, enjoin- 
ed all persons to seize any of this bo- 
dy if they disturbed the public tian- 
quillity, and deliver them to justice ; 
or if they resisted, and collected in 
bodies, to attack them as mutineers. 
A contest soon took place, in which 
the people were victorious, and many 
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of themutinous janizaries were strang- 
le* . i r 

The armies soon felt the impulse of 
this vigour on the part of govern- 
ment ; the Russians, who were besie- 
ging Rudschuck, were repulsed with 

* 'great los» in an attack ; Czerni 
. George also suffered a defeat ; and 
these, with a few other successes, 
were communicated to the people of 
Constantinople in official bulletin 
not a little curious, both as being the 
first of their kind, ai^d for the charac- 
teristic language in which the intelli- 
gence was made known. “The zephyr 
of victory,” it was said, “ had breathed 
on the side of the true believers, and, 
with the aid of the Mobt High, and 
under the influence of the happy star 
of his highness their sublime mo- 
narch, they had been completely suc- 
cessful. Their commander had been 
favoured and enlightened by the pro- 
phet. In one instance, when the bat- 
tle was doubtful, the soldiers in the 
front rank, crying out, 1 Blessed be 
the Prophet, and long live the Sul- 
tan !' threw themselves upon the 
Russian bayonets, seized with one 
hand the weapons which mortally 
wounded them, and plunged their 
daggers in the enemy's heart with 
the othei. The trifling loss which 
they had sustained could only be at- 
tributed to the especial protection 
which Allah extended to the follow- 
.ers of the true prophet ; while they 

• hadtnade great slaughter of the infi- 
dels, and taken the heads of great 
numbers to serve as bridges for the 
true believers in their passage to the 
other world.” 

Soon after these bulletins the sultan 
addressed his imperial 
Aug . 20. greeting to his mufti, the 

first chief of the faith and 
high pontiff of mankind, — to his emi- 
nent ministers, his worthy prelates, 
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his very honoured teachers and pro- 
fessors of theology, explainers of fchc 
Koran and tradition,— hia imams, the 
great of his court, his seven military 
coips, his agas, officers, and soldiers, 
& c. &c., telling them that the trea- 
cherous Muscovites, those enemies of 
the fait* persevered in their audaci- 
ous resolution to execute the devices 
which their depraved souls had in- 
vented. “ They have already,” said 
he, “ invested our imperial cities and 
fortresses with war, and further over- 
run the territory of the true believers. 
They are not satisfied with putting 
the adherents of our holy faith, with- 
out distinction of age or sex, in chains, 
wherever they conw, and with driving 
many of our plunderedbret liren naked 
from their homes to seek a shelter in 
the wilderness ; but they menace us, 
the devo lit. Alio wers of the holy pro- 
phet, the adorers of the true religion ; 
we to whom power and command have 
been given by the Almighty at the 
express intercession of Mahommed, 
whose holy blood now flows in our 
veint», with further indignities. — De- 
sirous of consulting only the happi- 
ness of our people, we have not hesi- 
tated to make known our pacific 
wishes ; but the proposals we have 
received in return have been too de- 
grading to make us hesitate in reject- 
ing them. In evei y line of thosejpro- 
posals, the insatiable ambition or our 
foes may be traced ; indeed, nothing 
but submission, say they, can save us 
from everlasting war. I, for my own 
part, cheerfully embrace this latter 
alternative, rather than ’endure so 
great a shatfie, well remembci ing the 
precepts of ou^holy prophet, as con- 
tained in the two following sentences 
of the Koran ‘ God has momenta- 
rily left you, in order to make you 
sensible of your weakness and depen- 
dence. Supplicate him, and he will 
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assuredly return ; then with one hun- 
dred men who put their trust in him, 
you will vanquish two hundred ene- 
mies/ — In another part, God say^ to 
the prophet, 4 Assemble the ti uc belie- 
vers for battle ; if there be twenty 
firm and brave men, they shall con- 
quer twohmdred; and if theic he 
an bundled, they shall vanquish a 
thousand of their foes.'— I entreat the 
assistance of the Most High ; 1 pray 
for the spiritual influence of the pro- 
phet. Full of hope, l hasten to 
share the labours and dangers of my 
brave tioop-, to put myself at their 
head; to muse the valour of some, 
to confirm that of others, and to di- 
rect that of all : t in short, to lead 
them to battle — to victory ! — It is 
not my design to attribute the fruits 
of our victories to myself. No ; the 
only aim of my ambitio.^ is to make 
the faith of Mahommed triumph ; to 
frustrate the devices of our enemies, 
and, if possible, to contribute to the 
fulfilbng of Ins holy will.” 

The sultan then gave orders that 
his intention of putting himself at the 
head of the ainiy should again be 
published throughout his dominions, 
deciceiug that m every town or vil- 
lage where the inhabitants did not 
forthwith join the army, the naibs 
and imams should lose their places. 
“•Good mui,” said he, “ ought not 


to be more slow in frustrating evil 
deeds, than bad men are quick in 
executing them May the prophet 
intercede for us ! May tin* Almighty 
grant us the victory, and cover our, 
enemies with shame Yet, notwith- 
standing this language, «md the pro- - 
mi.se thus twice repeated of taking, 
tlie field in person, the sultan remain- 
ed in Constantinople. Giurgewo 
and Rudschuck fell, and the Russians 
were now masteis of all the ^tiong 
places on the right bank of the Danube, 
fiom its mouth for more than a hun- 
dred leagues upward. The Servians 
also g 'lined several victories; the most 
important . r as upon the Drina, where 
they took 6‘lXX) prisoners. These 
successes were not purchased without 
a great loss of men ; both parties weie 
w eary of h stilities, and negotiations 
for peace were opened. But Russia 
demanded cessions which the Porte 
was neither so weak nor so weak- 
hearted as to grant ; and both par- 
ties, while the discussions wire carry- 
ing on, renewed their exertions for 
continuing the war. During this 
campaign the Americans, w ho »e spi- 
lit of enterprise leads them wherever 
profit is to be obtained, found their, 
way to the scene of action, and the 
flag of the United States was seen fot 
the first time m the Black Sea, 
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CHAP. XL 

Spain. Conduct of the Central Junta . Plan for their overthrow disclosed. 
Romances Attack upon them , and their Defence • 


.Those persons who,duringthestrug- 
gle of the Spaniards against Buona- 
partes have looked on with unshaken 
confidence to their final success, found 
their opinion upon the extent and na- 
ture of the country, and the charac- 
ter of the people. The continent 
notwithstanding its extent, fell under 
the yoke of France, because the spi- 
rit of the people was not such as to 
supply the want of sense aud of ho- 
nour m their rulers ; and the Tyro- 
lese were subdued notwithstanding 
their heroism, because, in so small a 
territory as the Tyrol, an immense 
superiority of numbers, remorselessly 
employed, must necessarily overcome 
all resistance. But no force can be 
large enough to conquer and keep 
in subjection a peninsula, containing 
above 175,000 square miles, and 
twelve millions of inhabitants, if the 
people have the virtue to carry re- 
sistance to the uttermost. Their ar- 
•mies \Vili be defeated, their towns ma) 
be occupied, their fortresses taken, 
their villages burnt, — but the coun- 
try remains ; the mountains form a 
chain of fastnesses running through 
the whole peninsula, and connecting 
all its provinces withf ach other ; and 
when the war ceases to be carried on 
by army against army, and becomes 
the struggle of a nation again &t its 
oppressors, pursued incessantly by 
von. m. tfAirr i. 


night and by day, the soldier, no 
longer acting in large bodies, loses 
that confidence which discipline jgives 
him ; while the peasant, on the other 
hand, feels the whole advantage which 
the love of his country, and the desire 
of vengeance, and the sense of duty, 
and the uppjpbation of his own Heart, 
give to thy individual in a contest be* 
tween man and man. The character 
of the Spaniards might have been 
learnt from their history ; it has been 
abundantly proved in the dreadful 
trials which they have undergone. 
The extent of the county is known, 
and its local circumstances remain the 
same as when Henri IV. said of it, 
that it was a land where a weak army 
must be beaten, and a strong one star- 
ved, They who were neither igno- 
rant of history nor of human nature 
considered these things ; and there- 
fore, from the first dawn ol the re- 
volution, regarded it w.lh unabated 
hope. 

But to expect that a wise govern- 
ment could be as it were created, 
and that the people were at once to 
become free while they weie assert- 
ing their independence, was an error 
into which none but the ignorant and 
the unthinking could fall ; such an eft* 
pectation, however, was entertained, 
because, of those who are called the 
public, the unthinking and the ignoy 
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rant form**o large a part. Their er- 
ror was in great measure occasion- 
ed by the use of the word revolution, 
to which our own history, and still 
more the recent events in France, had 
affixed a meaning wholly inapplicable 
to the state of things in Spain. Here- 
after, indeed, the term, in its present 
popular acceptation, may accurately 
be applied ; for when France has only 
reverted to her old system, a new and 
better order of things will be esta- 
blished in Spain, from whence the 
regeneration of the country will be 
dated. But it has been forced upon 
the Spaniards at a time when all ranks 
andclasscs w ere utterly unprepared for 
it ; change was the last thing whilh 
thty either expected or desired ; their 
habits weic broken to the yoke; the 
evils nf their government they bore 
with complacency, and to the worse 
evil of their church they were even 
passionately attached ; but happily 
their suj erstition was inseparably con- 
nected with proud recollections and 
feelings of patriotism, and thus had 
contributed to form that national cha- 
racter which alone could bear them 
thiough the struggle that awaited 
them. 

The commotions at Aranjuez arose 
from any thing 1 at her than a wish for 
revolution. The fear of losing then- 
royal family was what excited the 
people ; and at the accession of Fer- 
dinand not a word, was uttered con- 
cerning the old privileges, nor was 
the name of the cortes pronounced, 
though without, such a counteract- 
ing power the system of favouritism, 
w ould have gone on under Ferdinand 
as it had done under his * predeces- 
sors. The general anxiety was to 
knQWwhcthcr Buonaparte would give 
tW Piince of Asturias one of his nie- 


ces in marriage ; this was what the 
people wished, as well as Ferdinand 
himself, and if the folly of Buona- 
parte had not been equal to his vil- 
lainy, Ferdinand would at this day" 
have governed Spain a9 his vicege- # 
rent. jBut the tyrant’s understanding' 
was darkened, as well as hib heart har- • 
dened ; and by a blunder more egre- 
gious than was ever before commit* 
ted by any statesman, he forced into 
a contest with him the only people in 
the world capable of maintaining such 
a contest under such complicated dis- 
advantages. 

Such was the national character, 
that when the struggle began every 
man was ready to follow in the cause 
of his country ; but so grievous had 
been the state of education, and so 
successfully had the double despotism 
of the government and the inquisition 
shut out all useful knowledge from 
their empire, that no man was fit to 
lead. Thepeoplc hadbutonethought, 
one desire, one object, — to take ven- 
geance for their murdered country- 
men upon the French ; eud being al- 
ways accustomed to look to their ru- 
lers, never to act for themselves, theii 
very zeal displayed itself in the form 
of obedience; they were eagei to obey 
any who chose to guide them, but no 
person thought of stepping beyond 
his rank to take the command. Fer- 
dinand had left a junta of regency at 
Madrid before he set out upon his 
wretched journey to Bayonne ; every- ‘ 
where, therefore, the people were talk- 
ing of a junta, and the proposal to 
form one at Seville was immediately 
embraced. The first thought of the 
people, was, that the parish priests and 
the superiors of the convents should 
assemble and chuse this body,— »so 
little did they think of exercising any 
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light of election themselves* and so 
naturally did they look up to those 
by whom they were wont to be di- 
rected. Some of these persons ac- 
* cordmgly met ; but the power with 
which they were thus as it were by 
acclamation invested, confounded and 
intimidated them; many withdrew 
from the assembly, and they who re- 
mained were glad to nd themselves of 
an unwelcome responsibility, by as- 
senting toany nomination which might 
be propObcd. Count Tilly took ad- 
vantage of this 9 he was a man of no- 
torious profligacy, who had acquired 
great wealth by the vilest means, but 
that wealth gave him great influence 
over the populace. He and his crea- 
tures mutually proposed each other to 
be members of the junta, or rather no- 
minated themselves ; and to give au- 
thority to the body, they added some 
of those persons who were most re- 
spected in the city, either for their 
reputed talents or the offices which 
they filled. Some members were thus 
included who deserved to be chosen, 
but the temper of the majority was 
ominously marked before they had 
been in power four-and-twenty hours. 
A man, by name Nicolas Tap y Nu- 
nez, had hitherto been the leader of 
the people; he came to Seville for 
the sole purpose of making the Sevil- 
lians declare against .the French, and 
his success in this gave him great po- 
pularity, which he never abused even 
in the slightest instance. This man, 
being a stranger, knew nothing of the 
character of Tilly and his party, and 
therefore assented to their nomina- 
' tion ; and for the same reason never 
attempted, which he might easily haye 
done, to include himself in the junta. 
But having the next day been inform- 
ed who tbo persons were w ho had in- 
truded themsehes as members of the 
new government, he went to flic junta 
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and required that two df* these un- 
worthy individuals should be expel- 
led, as not having the good opinion 
of the people ; the consequence was, 
that he himself was immediately ar- 
rested and hurried away to Cadiz, 
where he remained in prison during 
the whole reign of the central junta* 
It is almost as disgraceful for the 
people of Seville to have suffered this 
villainous act, as for the junta to have 
committed it. 

Madrid being in the hands of the 
enemy, the other parts of the coun- 
try looked to Seville for an exam- 
ple, and juntas in consequence weie* 
formed everywhere. But there was 
less of intrigue In their formation ; 
those persons were appointed v/hom # 
the people weie accustomed to re- 
spect ; and^tfnis in every part of Spain 
the government was delivered, or ra- 
ther fell into the hands of the provin- 
cial nobility and gentry, a set of men 
whom their total want of education, 
their prejudices, and all their previoir 
habits, completely disqualified for tV 
situation to which they weic (ailed. 
Among these were a fetv who had 
formerly been in office at Madi id ; 
but whatever habits of business they 
had acquired were more than coil", 
terbalanced by the formalities which 
were acquired at the same time, and 
their attachment to the old routine 
and to the old abominations. Where • 
ever, therefore, these statesmen of the 
old school were found, the juntas wci r 
worse than they would have been 
without them. Jn all these bodies* 
there was a zealous lpve of their coun- 
try, and a rooted detestation of the 
French ; but these feelings were coun- 
teracted by their instinctive dread of 
revolution.: that spirit by which alone 
the whole strength of the country 
could be brought foith, and talents 
called into action wherever they could 
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be found,*the juntas laboured to sup- 
pi ess : a revolutionary government tne 
Spaniards neither wished nor wanted, 
they had only to restore that which 
had been suspended,— but a revolu- 
tionary army was indispensable \ and 
instead of this the new men proceed- 
ed upon the old system, giving com- 
missions and commands, not to those 
who deserved them, but to their own 
friends, and relations, and dependents. 
There never can be a want of mili- 
tary talent in any country, — all that 
is wanting is to call it fairly into ac- 
tion. 

The system of patronage produced 
in Spain the evil? which it produces 
everywhere, but &hich, because of 
thccucumstancesof the country, were 
* there more immediately pernicious. 
The love of power also inf^ted the jun- 
tas ; some of them passed decrees, con- 
ferring upon themselves‘the titles of 
excellencies and highnesses, andinvent- 
ed uniforms, which were as fine as that 
of a general officer. It had been well 
if this passion had shown itself only 
k in the form of vanity. The powers 
With which they found themselves in- 
vested were neither limited in extent 
W in duration : the people, in their 
^bounded confidence ana ardent pa- 
t lotism, never thought of prbposing^ 
restrictions, and the juntas, when once 
in possession of power, thought only 
of making it as extensive as they 
could, and keeping it as long as they 
could. In spite of every disadvan- 
tage, however, the Spaniards were at 
first successful; but after the surren- 
der of Dupont* e army and the flight 
of the intruder from Madrid, the pro- 
vincial juntas, instead of putting forth 
their utmost exertion to, complete the 
deliverance of the country, became 
jealous of each other, and each to do 
sire that thp general good should be 
accomplished with as little inconve- 


nience as possible on their part $ and 
catching themselves the Confidence in* 
to which a mistaken policy was en- 
deavouring to persuade the people, 
they considered the end as certain,' 
and neglected the means by which^ 
alone it could be attained. To ii£ 
at a distance from the scene of action, 
and necessarily unacquainted with the 
personages who were brought for- 
ward, the formation of the central 
junta seemed all that could be desired 
under such circumstances. The esta- 
blishment of a general government 
was indeed of vital importance to the 
cause of Spain \ but as the provincial 
juntas were unfit for the weighty du- 
ties which they were required to per- 
form, this central body, being derived 
from them, was disqualified by the 
same causes ; and in proportion as the 
authority intrusted to it was greater, 
its errors were the more pernicious. 

But if there had been little proba- 
bility of finding the requisite energy 
and talents in the provincial juntas, 
formed as they were by accident ra- 
ther than selection, still less were 
these qualifications to be expected in 
the derivative body ; for the great 
object of the provincial juntas being 
to retain their power, when they were 
called upon to chuse the member? of 
the executive government, they wish- 
ed to consider these members merely 
as their delegates. The junta of Va- 
lencia d<ew up secret instructions for * 
their deputies, declaring that they 
were to follow the directions of their 
constituents, remain subject and obe- 
dient to them, communicate regularly 
with them, and in no instance depart 
from their opinion; and, they reserved 
to themselves the power of taking cog- 
nizance of any breach of their instruc- 
tions, and displacing the deputies at 
pleasure. These were the only secret 
instructions which have been made 
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public, and these are probably a fair 
specimen of the rest. It is known 
that those which the junta of Seville 
drew up were in the same tenor and 
In a worse spirit, for they directed the 
deputies .expressly to restore the in* 
qiusition in full power, and not to 
' 4:ouch the rents of the church. Had 
this system been observed, immediate 
auarchy must have ensued ; but the 
self-constituted oligarchs who devi- 
sed it were deceived, for no sooner 
were the members df the central jun* 
ta installed, than they acted as was 
their duty as a sovereign, and not as a 
deputed body. But though the pro- 
vincial juntas failed in their object, 
they produced permanent evil in at* 
tempting it ; for in the hope of more 
effectually controlling their deputies, 
they deputed not the fittest members 
of their own body, but those whom 
they supposed would be most obe- 
dient, or whom they wished to be rid 
of. At Seville, the selection was no- 
toriously made for this latter motive. 
Tilly and D. Vicente Hore were cho- 
sen ; the latter had been a creature of 
Godoy’s, and declined the charge, be- 
cause if he had $ho vrn himself in Ma- 
drid, he knyw his life would be in 
danger ftom the just indignation of 
the people. P. Gil de Sevilla, who 
was the moving intellect of the Se- 
ville junta, and ought, .from his talents 
and popularity, to have acted more 
’decisively than he did, procured the 
nomination of these men, because he 
was ashamed of such associates. A 
few of the members were appointed, 
because their rank and authority seem- 
ed to make the station their aue, as 
in the case of Florida Blanca ; in the 
single instance of Jo veil an os the same 
deference was paid to tint* true nobi- 
lity of virtue and wisdom. 

Here, then, the inconsistency be- 
fneen the language and the actions of 


the central junta is explained. Jovel- 
lan 6s and his friends wrote for thenty 
but they acted for themselves. They 
looked up'to Florida Blanca, think* 
ing that, aa he had- once been the 
prime minister of Spain, lie was for 
that reason the fittest person to di- 
rect them t that very circumstance un- 
fitted him for the times. He brought 
with him too much of the old leaven 
of formalities and delays j and he had 
not forgotten the maxims of arbitrary 
power m which he had been trained 
up, and by which he^d governed. 
His name carried with it jtvae popu- 
larity, because the administration of 
Godoy made an^Former minister be 
remembered with regret ; and he was 
also, for his age and devotion, and the - 
remembrance of his former power, 
a venerabk^object to the people. 
They were naturally affected at see- 
ing an old man who had long bidden 
adieu to the wot Id, and devoted him- 
self to religious meditations, coma 
from his retirement with the feelings 
of a Spaniaid, and take upon himself, 
when his country was in danger, a. 
burthen which could not fail to has- 
ten him to the grave. IIis name and 
lus presence were useful, as they in- 
fluenced the people ; but unhappily 
they influenced the junta also, and 
made them receive his opiniqns ivith 
a deference to which nature had given 
him no claim. The first wish of his 
heart was undoubtedly that of deli- 
vering his country from the invaders ; 
the second would have been to have 
restored to a Bourbon king his power 
undiminished, with all the old esta- 
blishments of popery and di .potism 
in full preservafion. 

The majority of the members agreed 
but too weH with the views of their 
president, though their motives were 
not perhaps nr every case equally 
pure. One of tluur first edicts was 
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to prohibit the sale of property in 
mortmain, and to annul such sales as 
Jiad already been made, but thi* it 
was found impossible to execute $ an- 
other was to restore the old restric- 
tions of the press, which had become 
free during the dissolution of the go- 
yernjncnt. It is said, that one of the 
most enlightened members of the jun- 
ta agreed, that the liberty of the press 
ought not to be established by the 
new govcinment, because they had no 
power to alter any existing law. Jo- 
vellanoa is probably meant ; perhaps 
he wished to reserve this great mea- 
sure for the cortes, as a boon which 
could not fail to render it popular ; 
perhaps, too, he thought that, while 
«the press was actively employed in 
keeping up tlie national spirit, the 
delay of acknowledging' l it 6 freedom 
was no material injury, and the reason 
upon which he assented to that delay 
is consistent with his opinion of the 
power of the government to which he 
belonged. .This opinion was express- 
ed in a paper which he laid before 
the junta a few days before their in- 
stallation, that he might discharge his 
conscience, he said, by delivering thus 
solemnly his sentiments upon the 
course which ought to be pursued. 
And lest it should be supposed that 
he was influenced by any views of 
ambition or of interest, he declared 
that it was his resolution never to ac- 
cept, either in the junta or out of it, 
any appointment or office whatever, 
or to take any other advantage of the 
honourable trust wjbich had been con- 
fided to him, than that of freely speak- 
ing whatever he thought best for the 
welfare of hi9 country? This resolu- 
tion, he said, arose from the melan- 
choly sense of decay, both in his phy- 
sical and intellectual powers, < well 
as ftom his? natural arid invincible re- 
pugnance to public life ; that dispo- 


sition he had once sacrificed, in obe- 
dience to a brother whom he reveren- 
ced like a father, and severely had he 
been punished for the sacrifice. — Thus 
modestly did this excellent man al- 
lude to the seven years impri >onment 
which he had suffered under the old 
despotism. 

He then proceeded to examine up- 
on what principle the power of the 
central government was formed, and 
how far it extended. ” A right ot 
insurrection he # said, such as had 
been proclaimed by the French, was 
incompatible with the u ell being of 
society. That people, in thedcliimm 
of theirrevo!uncu,Iaid down this right 
in a constitution which was made in 
a few days, contained in a few pages, 
and destroyed in a few months. But 
every people Who found themselves 
suddenly attacked by a foreign ene- 
my, and saw their own natural go- 
vernors either betraying them, or act- 
ing under compulsion, acquiied in 
such circumstances an extraordinary 
right of insurrection, growing out of 
the necessity of self-defence. This had 
been the state of Spain ; the provin- 
cial juntas, therefore, in wlutc ver man - 
ner they had been constituted, were 
lawful authontic* ; but they were not 
established to alter the constitution 
of the kingdom, nor abrogate its fun- 
damental laws. The central junta, 
which united in itself the authority 
of the provincial juntas, possessed that 
authority by the same right, and un- 
der the same restrictions ; but any 
thing which should be done beyond 
those bounds would be unlawful. 
Their duty wa9 to consult the laws 
of Spain, and sec what provisions Iiad 
been made for an emergency like the 
present. Thcie it was appointed, that 
if at any time the sovereign should be 
prevented from exercising his func- 
tions, the cortu should be assembled 
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for the purpose of forming a regency, 
and even the mode of forming it was 
prescribed. The fundamental laws of 
Spain, therefore, prescribed to the 
Junta the course which it ought to 
pursue ; and if the pressure of imme- 
diate circumstances were such that 
\the cortes could not directly be con- 
voked, it ought to announce to the 
nation its determination of convening 
that assembly, and fix a time for 
the purpose.” That time, Jovellanos 
thought, should bc*as soon as the ene- 
my were driven out ; but if unhappily 
this should not be effected within two 
years, then the cortes ought to meet 
on the first of October, 1810. 

u But during this long interval, in 
what manner should the government 
be carried on ? If the whole junta,” 
Tovellanos said, “ retained the execu- 
tive power in their own hands as a 
collective body, there could be nei- 
ther scctcsy, nor unanimity, nor dis- 
patch ; and if they appointed a re- 
gent, a single regent might soon be- 
come a tyrant : a council of regency, 
composed of few and select members, 
would have neither the inconvenience 
of one or the other, and therefore he 
advised that a regency should be ap- 
pointed, consisting of five members, 
one of them being an ecclesiastic, and 
that they should hold their power 
till the meeting of the cortes. This 
course of proceeding was conforma- 
ble to the partid is, and also to the in- 
tentionaof Ferdinand, as expressed by 
D. Pedro Cevallos, and this it be* 
came the junta to follow ; for by thus 
divesting themselves of a portiou*pf 
*k e * r WBfft in conformity to the laws, 
they wi«|^tv^|Spam the most 
disinterested 
^ ** should 

be to appoint Cardi- 

nal flburtw|i^ijfepf tW regendy, it 
would be al$o ^jgjpcr that he shmjld 
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be perpetual picsident, otherwise the 
presidency should be held by each 
member in rotation for three mouths* 
Under this regency there should be 
five ministers,— of state, of finance, of 
justice, of war, and of the marine, and 
perhaps a sixth for the Indies. This go* 
vernment,” he contended, “ought to 
begin its functions with the new year, 
and the central junta should then le- . 
sign its authority ; but a central junta 
of correspondence should be formed 
out of it, consisting of one member 
for each deputation, and this should 
be the medium of communication be- 
tween the government and the pro- 
vincial juntas, whose lawful authority 
was now termin^ed, but who, under 
the name of juntas of Council and coi - 
respondcnce, ought to be continued# 
being reduced to four members each.” 

Jovellanos^ advice was disregard- 
ed by his colleagues, and the event > 
which speedily followed, when the tv- 
rant himself entered Spain, were siiert, 
that it was long before the disasters 
of the day allowed them time to think 
of the morrow. It would be unjust 
to censure themfor misfortunes which 
the ablest men, under such circum- 
stances, could not have averted : had * 
they obtained accurate intelligence of 
the strength and movements of the 
enemy; had they used the utmost 
exertions to discipline the new levies, 
and to supply the armies, it would not 
ha\e been possible to have btopped 
the pi ogress of such an overwhelm- 
ing force. To have avoided pitched 
battles, amt actlS^upon the system 
vvhicfr tKe kA^^KeVilIe recommend- 
ed, )vau the omjrmeans of lessening 
the evil s something is to be allowed 
to the confidence which the battle of 
inspired, and tottjfe en- 
thusiasm of the people, whidr&om- 
municated* itself to their ridetV; but 
n the error was r*pj&te3 at M-** 
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dellin and at Ocana } when, after the 
bitter experience of twelve whole 
months, no measures had been adopt- 
ed for improving the discipline of the 
armies, Or supplying them in the field, 
the incapacity of the government be- 
came glaring to all men. The disap- 
pointment of the nation was in pro- 
portion to their hopes, and the junta 
became equally the object of con- 
tempt and suspicion. Some of the 
members possessed large estates in 
those provinces which were occupied 
by the French, and it was suspected 
that where their property was, there 
their hearts were also. A government 
which pnjoyed neither the confidence 
nor the respect ofjthe people, was 
not likely to be well obeyed. The 
.provincial juntas had been left upon 
their former footing, and between 
these bodies and the cehtral junta 
thtre existed no cordiality ; they could 
not forgive their deputies for having 
disregarded the instructions which 
were to have kept them in depen- 
dence; and the central junta consider- 
ed the provincial ones as dangerous, 
because their authority originated in 
the people, and there was nothing 
which they dreaded so much as revo- 
lution. To the honour, however, 
both of the local and supreme autho- 
rities it must be said, that they cor- 
dially co-operated when they felt the 
necessity of co-opcration ; and it was 
by the alacrity with which the orders 
or the government were enforced that 
Cuesta’s army was so rapidly re-esta- 
blished after the battle of Medellin. 

The general wish in England was, 
to see tne cortes assembled ; and the 
necessity of convening it was urged 
as warmly and as sincerely by the 
English government, as by the most 
enlightened of the Spaniards them- 
selves. The writers whose object it 


was to malign the motives of admi- 
nistration, and bring the ministers into 
Hatred and contempt, affected to dis- 
believe this, and asserted that the in- 
terference of this country prevented* 
those necessary reforms, by which 
alone Spain could be saved. It is, 
indeed, a mournful consideration, that 
the lessons of the French revolution 
have been equally disregarded by the 
government, and by the enemies of 
government : the work of sapping and 
mining is still carried on by journal- 
ists, and philosophies, and men who, 
being members of parliament, art- 
called statesmen by the courtesy of 
England, as if they had forgotten 
what was the rccompence of the sap- 
pers and miners in France ; while, on 
the other hand, the goveinment has 
possessed the power of regenerating 
a friendly country, and restoring it to 
its full strtngth, only by restoring its 
old constitution, — and that power has 
not been exerted. He who pcimits 
evils which he can picvent, is guilty 
of those evils ; tow aids Sicily, the 
British government is guilty ; and 
towards Portugal, bravely as uc have 
defended, and bountifully as we have 
relieyed it, it i 9 to be feared that wc 
are not altogether innocent. But no 
error of this kind has been committed 
in Spain. Ferdinand being in capti- 
vity, there was no court whoso feel- 
ings and interests‘wcre to be consult- 
ed, as paramount to all other things & 
the Spaniards had to form a govern- 
ment, and the British ministers were 
sincerely desirous that they should 
form a good one. Their natural feel- 
ings, as freemen and as Englishmen,* 
were not in this instance perverted 
hy anti-jacobinism; the Beelzebub 
which* had been invoked against a 
stronger but not a fouler fiend; Had 
the revolution assumed a republican 
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form, that spirit might perhaps have 
palsied the arm and withered the 
heart of * England* 

Mr Stuart, our first authorised 
agent, pressed upon the juntas of 
Galicia and Asturias the importance 
of -convoking the cortes. The first 
difficulty which he found, was re- 
specting the place where it should 
assemble the Asturians proposed 
Oviedo $ the Galicians, Villa Franca ; 
every junta wishing that it should be 
near their own plac^ of abode. But he 
soon found greater impediments ; the 
provincial juntas were unwilling to 
part with their power; and when they 
listened to his advice, some of them 
wished to enlarge the deputation, so 
that all their own members might be 
deputed* The appointment of the 
central government removed these dif- 
ficulties j and had the supreme junta 
followed the advice of Jovellanos, they 
would have obtained that popularity 
which the bare appearance of disin- 
terestedness never fails to acquire. 
But love of # the power which they 
were so ill able to wield, and the plea- 
sure of the patronage which they so 
unworthily bestowed, blinded them ; it 
was not till eight months 
May 22. after their installation that 
1 809. a tardy decree came forth, 

announcing that the le- 
gal representation of 'the monarchy 
should be re-established in its ancient 
cortes -and then the time was left 
indefinite. It was to be convoked, the 
edict said, in the course of next year, 
dr sooner, if circumstances permitted. 

Never, perhaps, was there a more 
Manichsean mixture than in this pro- 


visional government.. The good princi- 
ple predomiiutediu theorgan through 
which they spoke ; the evil one, piosjt 
frequently in those by which they 
acted. * The language in which the 
resolution of assembling the cortes 
was declared, was frank and p itriotic. 
“The Spanish people,” it sail, “must 
leave tu their posterity an inheritance 
of prosperity and glory worthy of the 
exertions and sacrifices which were 
made to obtain it. The supreme 
junta had never Jost sight of this ob- 
ject ; and the progiess of the enemy, 
which had hitherto occupied then 
whole attention, rendered more bitter 
the reflection, that all the disasters 
which the nation suffered wer? solely 
owing to the diStfse of those salutary 
institutions which, in happier times , % 
secured the welfare and the strength 
of the state.* The usurping ambition 
of some, and the indolent abandon- 
ment of others, i educed those institu- 
tions to nothing ; and the junta, from 
the moment of its installation, so- 
lemnly bound itself to restore them. 
The time was now arrived for taking 
this great work in hand, and consi- 
dering the reforms which were to be 
made, grounded on the fundamen- 
tal laws of the monarchy. B^ing 
desirous, therefore, that the Spanish 
nation should appear to the world 
with the dignity due to its licioic ef- 
forts ; that the rights of the people 
should be placed beyond the reach of 
any fresh encroachment? ; aud that 
the sources of public felicity should 
run freely as soon as the war ceased, 
and repair whatever inveteute a: bi- 
nary power had scoz chi d, oi the prr- 


M What might have been the deci&ian of his majesty ifi respect to flu establish- 
ment of more intimate relations with the Spanish government, if it had a 

shape, andadopted principles, decided 1> different from those of tlic.uiuentmoqajjtehj , 
is a question which it is fortunate]) not necessary to discuM*."— M* Qmmgt f) tv- 
patch to ft{anjuis JVellatey, e lTfh June, 1800. 
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8entdevastationhaddestroyed,thrjun- 
ta decreed, that the cortcs should be 
re-established, and would immediately 
proceed to consider the method of 
convening it under existing circum- 
stances ; for which end it would no- 
minate a committee of live of its mem- 
bers. , It would also direct its in- 
vestigations to these important ob- 
jects, in order successively to propose 
them to the nation assembled in cor- 
tes; the means of supporting, the holy 
war in which they \i*:re engaged ; of 
insuring the observance of the funda- 
mental laws ; of ameliorating the le- 
gislation and abolishing the abuses 
which Jiad crept into it ; of collecting 
and administering t|je revenue, and of 
reforming the system of public edu- 
cation. And in order to combine the 
information necessary for such im- 
portant discussions, it would consult 
the councils, provincial juntas, tribu- 
nals, magistracies, corporations, bi- 
shops, and universities, and ask the 
Opinion of intelligent and enlighten- 
ed persons.” 

There is nothing in this edict to 
which the truest lover of liberty coukl 
object ; but a fuller and more anima- 
ting declaration had been submitted 
to the junta, and was rejected by 
them at the instigation of Mr Frere. 
“ Spaniards,” said this eloquent pa- 
per, M it is three ages since the salu- 
tary laws on which the nation found- 
ed its defence against the efforts of 
tyranny have been destroyed. Our 
fathers did not know how to preserve 
the precious vleposit of liberty which 
had been bequeathed to them ; and 
although all the provinces of Spain 
successively, struggled to defend it, 
our evil stars rendered their efforts 
useless. After having silenced reason 
and justice, the laws, from that time 
or ward, have been only an expression 
more er less tyrannical, or more or 


loss beneficent, of a particular will. 
Providenfce, as if to punish the lost 
of that beautiful prerogative of free 
men, has sentenced us to be unhappy, 
paralized our valour, arrested the pro- 
gress of our intellect, and impeded 
our civilization, till wc have come" to 
that condition, that an insolent tyrant /- 
has formed the project of subduing the 
greatest nation of the globe, without 
reckoning upon its will, and even de- 
spising its existence. In vain has the 
best directed wilhof the prince some- 
times attempted to remedy some of 
tL • *vils of the state : buildings can- 
not be erected o% sand, and without 
fundamental rod constituted laws to 
defend the good already done, and to 
prevent the evil intended to be done* 
it is useless for the philosopher in his 
study, or the statesman in the theatre 
of business, to exert himself for the 
good of the people. The best com- 
bined projects are either not put in 
execution, or not carried through. 
Good suggestions are followed by 
evil ones ; the spirit of economy and 
order, by prodigality and rapine ; a 
prudent and mild minister, by ar* ava- 
ricious and foolish favourite ; and 
thus, without an established and fixed 
principle, the ship of the state float a 
without Sails and helm, till, as haa 
happened to the Spanish monarchy, 
it is dashed to pieces on a rock. How* 
but by the reestablishment of the 
freedom of Spain, could those floods 
of blood be recompensed which flow 
in every corner of the peninsula; those 
sacrifices which Spanish loyalty is of- 
fering every instant; that 'moral resist- 
ance, as universal as it is stibbme, 
which disconcertsour enemies, and ren- 
ders them hopeless even in the midst 
of their victories^ When this dreadful 
contest is , concluded, the Spaniard 
ijtall say proudly to himself ♦ fll y fa- 
nners left me slavery and wretched- 
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nets for my inheritance ; I leave to my 
descendants liberty and glory.* Spa- 
niards* thw is the feeling which, by 
reflection in some, and by instinct m 
all, animates you now ; and it shall 
not be defrauded of its expectations. 
We' will "take from our detractors 
every pretext for calumniating us ; 
they say that we are fighting to de- 
fend our old abuses, and the invete- 
rate and enormous vices of our cor- 
i upted government ; but let them know 
that your struggle *is for the happi- 
ness, as well as the independence of 
your country ; that you do not wish 
to depend henceforward on the uncer- 
tain will or the variable temperament 
of a single man ; to continue to be 
the plaything of a court without jus- 
tice, under the controul of an inso- 
lent favourite, or a capricious woman ; 
and that on the august edifice of your 
ancient laws you will lear an eternal 
barrier between despotism and your 
sacred rights. This barrier consists 
in a good constitution to aid and sup- 
port the operations of the monarch 
when they arc just, and to restrain 
them when he follows evil councils. 
Without a constitution all reform is 
precarious, all prosperity uncertain ; 
without it, all the people are no more 
than flocks of slaves, put in motion 
at the order of a will, frequently un- 
just, and always unrestrained ; with- 
out it, the forces of *the whole society 
intended to procure the greatest ad- 
vantages for all its membeis, are em- 
ployed exclusively to satisfy the am- 
bition, or satiate the phrenzy of a 
few, or perhaps of only one.” 

When this paper was communicated 
to Mr Frere, he saw very serious ob- 
jections to it, which he stated to D. 
Martin de Gavay, and which the jun- 
ta, though they would otherwise have 
published the proclamation, readily 
admitted, because they accorded with 


their own dread of republicanism. 
This is the only instance In which 
the influence of Great Britain has 
given a wrong bias to the Spanish 
councils, and this was the act of the 
minister, not of the government ; for 
the government was most anxious that 
the coi n s should be convened, but the 
ambassador considered it a delicate and 
dangerous point in every respect, and 
said , u that if the decision of the ques- 
tion were left inhishand, notwithstand- 
ing the necessity there was for widen- 
ing the basis of the government, the 
failure of all the political experiment* 
which have been made in these latter 
times, and the impossibility which has 
been found (by g fatality peculiar to 
the present age, whose character is 
so different from the preceding ones), 
of foiming # a permanent establish- 
ment, even in affairs less essential than 
the formation of a free constitution 
for a great nation, wopld make him 
waver. But taking the decision for 
granted, he thought the manner in 
which it was proposed to announce 
it likely to produce had effects n 
Spain ; and he could vent ure,” he sa d, 
“ to assure D. Martin de Guav, that 
it would undoubtedly create them w 
England. I f the Spaniards had indeed 
past three centuries under an arbitra- 
ry government, they ought not to 
forget that it Was the price which 
they paid for having conquered and 
peopled the fairest portion of the 
World, and that tne integrity of that 
immense power rested solely upon 
these two words, Religion and the 
King. If thexild constitution had 
been lost by the conquist of Ameri- 
ca, the first jjbject should V to reco- 
ver it } but Ml such a ni inner as not 
to lose what had cost so much in the 
acquisition ; and fo» this reason, they 
ought to avoid, as a political poi- 
son, eve? veiium u»t on of general pti, - 
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ciplcs, the application of which it the truest and most enlightened lovers 
would be impoaaible to limit or quali- of liberty can have no Setter rallying 
fy, even when the Negroes and Indiana words; but in Spain these words 
should quote this in favour of them- have for three hundred years meant 
selves ; and allowing that a bad ex- the inquisition and a despot, and the 
change had been made in bartering enlightened Spaniard, therefore, has 
the ancient national liberty for the as much reason to abhor them as" we 
glory and extension of the Spanish have to hold them in veneration, 
name ; allowing that the nation had The truths, to the avowal of which 
been deceived for three centuries, Mr Frere objected, were so notori- 
and that the error should at all ha- ous, that, had it not been for his re- 
gards be immediately done away; even monstrances, the junta were ready 
though it were 80,” Mr Frere said, to have proclaimed them ; yet that 
it did not appear very becoming the body was as much disposed to repress 
character of a well-educated person principles that could be supposed to 
to pass censures upon the conduct have the slightest tendency toward 
of his forefathers, or to complain of republicanism, as the old court, or 
vhat he may have lost by their ne- the arch-tyrant Buonaparte himself, 
gligence or prodigality, and still less Two abominable edicts they had al- 
e so if it were done in the face of all ready issued, denouncing the punish- 
the world ; and what should be said ment of -death against allpersons who 
of a nation who should'do this pub- should endeavour to raise distrust of 
hcly, and after mature deliberation l 99 the existing government, and try to 
Sentiments like these would never overturn it by popular commotions ; 
have been conceived by Mr Frere, if and they invited lnfoi mere to denounce 
he had not been bred up in the anti- such persons to the tribunal of public 
jacobme school, or if he had fully out- safety, holding out to them the pro- 
grown the pernicious lessons which mise of secresy and reward. Mr Frere 
he had been taught there. In all saw to what an atrocious system 
other points he had acted well, and of tyianny such decrees might give 
judged wisely ; in this, a baneful rise. From the individual characters 
prejudice warped his understanding, of the members of the junta, he felt 
The change from one form of govern- assuied that the} would each have 
ment to another must at all times be shrunk from carrying such measures 
perilous, and can never be attempted into effect ; but he knew how little, 
without producing great immediate in their situation/ the characters of 
evil, — a heavy price, even if the ulti- any set of men Were to be relied 
mate good be cei tain. But the price upon, and apprehended that, after 
had been paid in Spain ; and though, some natural hesitation, they would 
peihaps, there never was a conjunc- have submitted to the guidance of 
turc when the prevalence of repub- one or two members, more violent 
lican principles would have been more and less scrupulous than the rest, or 
beneficial, thcic never was a conn- abandoned themselves to the direction 
try in which they were less likely of the tribunal of public safety, the 
to preyaw* Mr Frcre’s fears were name of which, he said, was sufficient 
gioundles 8 , and his reasoning* falla* to remind every one of the worst re- 
cious : he spoke to the Spaniards of volutionary horrors. But as the state 
religion and the king; 'in England papers of the junta on otlicr ocu- 

9 
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sions MTt n Iper thxnthcir actions, in country at their; absolute 
this instance their conduct was better and who began the revolutionary- war 
than their language. The worst act withofficers, and tacticians, and states- 
of oppression of which they were men capable of wielding the mighty 
guiltyT perhaps the only one, was means which were put into their 
Uiat of suffering Tap y Nunez tp re- hands. The junta relied too much 
main in prison. This was originally upon numbered bravery, and too 
the act of the jurita*of Seville ; the little upon their fortresses. The ge. 
central government, perhaps, never nenil under whom the great captain 
knew that he was in confinement, or Gonzalvo de Cordova learnt the art 


even in existence ; for such had long 
been the Administration of justice in 
Spain, that a state prisoner might ea- 
sily be forgotten .there. 

One of the weightiest errors for 
which the junta have been condemn- 
ed, has been for not exerting them- 
selves more effectually to bnng the 
whole strength of the country against 
the invaders. They began by pro- 
mising to raise 500,000 men in arms, 
and 50,000 cavalry. Granada was the 
only province which supplied its full 
proportion of the number, and Gra- 
nada even exceeded it ; its contingent 
was about 28,000, whereas it furnish- 
ed nearly forty. But it is evident 
that this depended more upon the 
provincial juntas than the central go- 
vernment;, whose decrees were of no 
avail in those parts, of the country 
which the enemy possessed, and were 
ill observed in others, where the local 
administrations, from disgust, or jea- 
lousy, or indolence, or incapacity,- 
seemed to look bn as spectator* of the 
dreadful drama, rather than to perform 
their, partsinit^ as men and as Spa* 
niards. . Neither iv it to the want of 
numbers that the defeats of the Spa* 
niards are to be attributed ; there were 
at all times men enough in. the held; 
arms, equipments, and discipline were * 
wanting. / . Itisurtjijst to judge of 
the exertion? of the Spanish • junta 
by those {ofctho national convention 
in France, Who had the Whole wealth 
uid strength* of a populous -and rich 


of war, had left them a lesson which 
they might profitably have remem- 
bered. fie used to say, that fort- 
resses ought to be opposed to the im- 
patience aud fury of the French, and 
that the place to station raw troops 
was behind walls and ramparts^ 

The most important errors which 
the junta committed were, the\ielay 
in convoking the cortes, their con- 
duct towards |>ir Arthur Wellesley’s 
army, and the ruinous imprudence of 
riskmgmffensive measures in La Man- 
cha, after the retreat of the English. 
Unquestionably these were great er- 
rors, and the two latter, especially, 
grievous in their consequences ; but 
it ought to be remembered, that the 
national character of the Spaniards 
contributed in no slight degree to all 
of them. For it was not the known 
aversion of Florida Blanca to the name 
of a representative assembly, nor the 
fear* of some of the junta, nor the 
love of power in others, which pro- 
tracted the convocation of the cor- 
tes, so much as their anxious and 
reverential adherence 1 to established 
forms. This was evident in Jovella- 
nos himself, Who regarded it as equal- 
ly profane and dangerous to approach 
this political ark of the covenant, 
without scrupulously observing all 
the cerefoonies and solemnities which 
the law prescribed; Precedent? Oft 
points of this kind are not to be found 
in .Spain as they are in England. An- 
tiquaries Were to be consulted, ar- 
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chivcsexaminQd,oldregnlationsadapt- 
ed to new circumstances, —and this 
when the enemy was at the gates. 
The defect^ may well be pardoned, 
became of the virtues with which it 
is connected. Had the Spaniards re- 
garded with less veneration the deeds 
and the institutions of their ancestors, 
they would never have supported that 
glorious struggle, which wilj be the 
wonder of succeeding ages. Their 
conduct toward the English army 
•sprung from a worse fault ; from that 
pride which makes them so prone to 
impose upon others and upon them- 
selves a false opinion of their strength. 
It is, the national failing, for which 
they have ever beensatirized, by their 
own writers as well as by other nations. 
They will rather promise and disap- 
point, than acknowledge their inabi- 
lity $ of this, their history for the 
last two centuries affords abundant 
examples ; they have yet to learn, that 
perfect sincerity is as much due to ah 
ally as to a confessor. In many ca- 
ses the government was itself decei- 
ved ; the same false point of honour 
prevailing in every department, from 
the lowest to the highest, it received 
and acted upon exaggerated state- 
ments and calculations ; but in others, 
it cannot be denied, that pride led to 
the lust degree of meanness, and that 
promises were held out to the Eng- 
lish general, which those who made 
them must have knowti that it was 
impossible to perform. The same 
cause lias made them expose army 
after army in the open field, against 
troops infinitely superior in discipline 
and equipments; but it should not 
be forgotten, that this pride 3s akin 
to ail that is noble in fhrir character, 
and that them fi^st successes, if they 
did not justify presumption, could 
hardly fail to produce it. 

If these remark* fre well folded, 


the errors of the will be 

thought more attributable to tfeecha- 
racter of the nation, than of tjie indi- 
viduals who composed the govern- 
ment. And it must be remembered, 
that those individuals were placed , ip 
circumstances of unexampled difficul- 
ty. They found themselves in Arait- 
juez, says D. J. M. Blanco, as if 
they had been dropt from the clouds. 
Four*and*thirty men, many, perhaps 
most of them, strangers to each other, 
and unaccustomed to public business, 
were brought together to govern a 
nation in the ‘.most perilous crisis of 
its history, without any thing to di- 
rect them f veept their own judge- 
ment, and almost without any other 
means than what the patriotism of 
the people could supply. They had 
troops indeed, but undisciplined, un- 
officered, unprovided, half armed, and 
half clothed. The old system of go- 
vernment was broken up, the new one 
was yet to be formed. They had 
neither commissariat nor treasury ; 
the first donations and imposts were 
exhausted ; so also were the supplies 
which England had so liberally given, 
and those from America had not yet 
arrived. Added to all these difficul- 
ties, and worse than aty, was that 
dreadful state of moral and social an- 
archy, into which the nation had been 
thrown, and which was such that no 
man knew in whom he could confide. 
To poispn food or water in time of- 
war, is a practice which all people, 
who are not absolute savages, have 
pronpdnced infamous by common con- 
sent % but it is a light crime compa- 
re# to the damn able means, which Buo- 
naparte employed for the subjugation 
of Spain*— means which poisoned the 
well-springs of social Order, and loo- 
sened the very joints and fibres of so- 
ciety. Morin* when . he betrayed his 
country, committed an act of treason 



S67 


Our, 11-3 HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


against buoi*naat»J»< , Tkeevil had 
been great ^eforeybut when a Judas Is- 
cariotfead been found in Moria during 
the agony of Spain t . in whom could 
the people confide ? “ Suspicion,” 
uys Jovellanos, “ and hatred against 
the most innocent citizens, were con- 
ceived and spread with the most fright- 
ful facility. How many generals, no- 
bles, prelates, magistrates, and law- 
yers, wefe regarded with distrust, 
either because of their old relations 
with the infamous Qpdoy, or because 
they were connected with some of 
the new partizans of the tyranny ; 
or for the weakness, or indecision, or 
ambiguity of their conduct ; or for 
the calumnies and insinuations which, 
in these times of license and confusi- 
on, rivalship and envy excited against 
them ! It was considered as a crime, 
or at least as a culpable weakness, to 
have gone to' Bayonne, to have remain- 
ed at Madrid, or resided in other places 
which were occupied by the intrusive 
government ; to have submitted to 
swear allegiance to it, to have obeyed 
ilsorders, or to have suffered even com- 
pulsively its yoke and its contempt. 
What reputation was secure ? who was 
not exposed to the attacks of envy, to 
the imputation of calumny, and to the 
violence of an agitated populace 
From this 'state of things it neces- 
sarily arose, that the junta acted in 
constant fear and suspicion of those 
whom they employed. Their sense 
of weakness and their love of power 
increased the evil ; fearing the high 
spirit of Alburquerque, and the influ- 
ence which rank, and talents conjoin- 
ed would give to his unquestionable 
. .patriotism and liis deserved populari- 
ty amoug the soldiers, they cramped 
him in a subordinate command, while 
they, trusted those armies which were 
the hope of Spain to Ijuestai because 
they were afraid of offending him 5 


and tb Venegas, for the opposite r&- 
son, that they were sure or his obse- 
quious submission 5 lastly, to Atei- 
aaga, who could not persuade them 
of his own incapacity, even after thfc 
battle of. Ocana laid the southern 
kingdoms open to the enemy. Some 
odium they incurred by permitting a 
t ratio with towns which the enemy 
occupied ; for the sake, ns was alle- 
ged, of those Spaniards who were 
compelled to live under the yoke, and 
also for the advantage of the colonies, 
they granted licences for conveying 
sugar, cacao, and bark to 
these part 5 of the kingdom. July 14* 
These licences were only to 1809. 

be trusted to persons of 
known and approved patriotism, and 
who wcrelike wise to be strictly watch- • 
ed, and liable to be searched upon 
any suspicion* of their conveying pa- 
pers to or from the enemy. The 
weakness and inconsistency of such a 
concession in such a war, as well as 
the obvious facility which it afforded 
to the treacherous practices of the 
French and their traitorous partizans, 
excited just reprehension, and at the 
close of the year the junta found it 
necessary to revoke their 
edict, acknowledging that, Dec . 28. 
in spite of all the precau- 
tions which had been enjoined, k was 
found prejudicial to the public safety. 
Some of the members were suspected ** 
of enhancing the price of necessaries 
for the army, by their own secret mo- 
nopolies ; others Were said to he sur- 
rounded by worthless aiul venal in- 
struments, through whom alone they 
were accessible. These imputations 
may have been, ill-founded or exagge- 
rated ) certain, however, it is, that 
never had any government fewer 
friends. Men of the most opposite 
principles were equally disaffected to - 
It* They who dreaded any di- 
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minution of the reg^^thority, could 
not forgive |tU pdpufe origin \ they 
wljto adph^d to iay the foundation of 
a newahil happier order of things, 
Were dj^^hterited, because the mea- 
were taken towards the 
reforirintioh of the state were so slow- 
as they deemed, so reluctantly 
adopted . Those wretches who* were 
sola to France Were the enemies of 
-.any government which resisted the 
usurpation, and those whose timid 
naldres, or short-sighted selfishness, 
disposed them to submission, natural- 
ly regafdeiLit with dislike, because it 
delayed the subjection of thfe country. 
Amotyg thd people, who were actua- 
ted by none of. these feelings, it was 
sufficient to render, t'he junta unpopu- 
lar, that If Was unfortunate ; and ne- 
ver had any government fewer adhe- 
rents, its very, defendants had no con- 
fldeiice hRti stability, and were ready 
tb forsake it. ‘The times rendered 
them suspicious j their own conduct 
3nd their power ma^e them obnoxi- 
ous to many $ and their ill fortune, 
more than their errors, made them 
disliked by all. 

Actuated by some of these motives, 
and perhaps in no little degree by jea- 
lousy, the junta of Seville were par- 
ticularly hostile to jhc government, 
and a pian was formed in that city for 
overthrowing it : the members were 
r to be. seized, and some of the most 
obnoxious transported to Manilla in 
a ship which was prepared for the 
purposed Some rtsgipents fiad been 
gained over, and it is said even the 
guards of the junta*! but as the per- 
sons who designed this revolution had 
fof their direct objeijf jthe’gfpod of 
Sp?in,,fifey v i£onsidci^^ it a mark of 
confute due to. Great, Britaiu .to 
make the English afubassador ^ac- 
quainted with' their purpose ; ferifi 
fact, so far were the : Spaniards from 


interfere more /requehtly,^ind m%h 
.more effedt. . Marquis ke 
who, , if Mr Whitbread baa-spoken 
truly, . would, if opportunity should 
offer, take Spain and Pprtugal^aa 
Buonaparte bad dpne,bad now an 
opportutfity of sho wingin what man- 
ner he thought himself boftnd to act 
by a government, whic^fie knew 
to b^ weak, and whmh b^usp^eted 
to be treacherous^ ? Viy 

. that tliis foul accusation was brought 
against him in the British parliament, 
he gave ts thatgovemment. jusfcsp 
much information of the dan^i^^ 
without compromising the safety of 
any of the persons concerned, enabled 
the junta to prevent the intended in- 
surrection. 

The general wish was less for the 
convocatibn of the cartes, than for 
the establishment of a regency, from 
which more unanimity and more, vi- 
gour was expected, than from the pre- 
sent motley and divided council. The 
people of Cadiz said the fate of Spain 
was in Marquis Wellesley's hands j 
that he ought to remove the junta, and 
establish an energetic government. 
Those persons who respected -heredi- 
tary claims, would fain have had the 
Archbishop of T^do appointed re* 
gent, as, being the onlyjdoui^bon in 
the country j , but be was a young 
man, of neithertalent* norchamcter; 

what weighed . against him more 
thart t%"Want of both wa*,*thajt he 
w$a; honeyed to;be goyerned^by his 
safer,, the, wife of Godoy, Others 
looked toRomana, knowing his dis4 
l’ik^io thebmta, and hoping that h# 

wpqjd displace tfieqi, and^sume the 
goyerpment himselfe >o* intrust h to 
ab^e hands. v that if the pro- 

jected overthrow had been effected. 
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promised accounts of the public ex- 
penditure, and are yet ignorant how 
the sums which have arrived from 
America, ■ those which our generous 
allies have given, the rents of the 
icrown, and the voluntary contribu- 
tions, which have done so much ho- 
nour to Spanish patriotism, have been 
expended : they look in vain for the 
necessary reforms ; they see that em- 
ployments are nut given to men of 
true merit, and true lovers of their 
country ; that some members of this 
respectable body, instead of manifest- 
ing their desire, of the public good, 
by a generous disinterestedness, seek 
to praserve their authority for their 
own advantage; tha^others confer lu- 
crative and honourable employments 
i on their own dependents and country- 
men ; that for this sole reason some 
ecclesiastical offices have been filled 
upj the rents of which ought to have 
been applied to the necessities of the 
state ; that that unity which is so ne- 
cessary in the government, is not to 
be Found there, many of the junta 
caring only for the interests of their 
particular provinces, as if they were 
members or some body different from 
that of the Spanish monarchy ; that 
they had not only confirmed the mi- 
litary appointments made by the pro- 
vincial juntas j without examining the 
. capacity, merit, and fidelity of the 
. persons appointed, to the general dis- 
gust. of the army, but had even as- 
signed rccompences tomarty wlio Were 
destitute of all military knowledge, 
having never seen Service, nor per- 
formed' any of those ditties which 
Were confided to them ; -that* the jun- 
ta, divided into sections) dispatched 
business, in matters altogether foreign 
to their profession, andln which they 
were utterly unversed, of re- 

ferringihem to the competent fend ap. 
propri ate ministers ; that many horses 


taken from their owners, instead of 
being sent to the armies, dying 
for hunger on the dry sea-maranes j 
finally, that many of the insist import- 
ant branches of administration were 
in the hands of men, suspicious, be- 
cause of their conduct froimthe com- 
mencement of the public misfortunes, 
and because they were the creatures of 
that infamous favourite, who had been 
the author of all the general mise- 
ry. Such,” said Romana,// are the 
complaints of th* peopfc^fehd their 
opinions, which cannot fefeaily be re- 
moved, must produce the decline of 
the authority of the existing* govern- 
ment : there is but one step to diso- 
bedience ; the enemy will profi$~by 
the first convulsion, and anarch^ or 
servitude will then bethealte^natmv* , 
The marquis then stated, that the 
time for which the provinces had ap- 
pointed their representatives to the 
junta was expired ; that othefc provin- 
ces had empowered them not to exer- 
cise the sovereign authority, but to con- 
stitute a government which might re- 
present the monarch : in neither case 
could these provinces be expected to 
acknowledge an authority in the junta 
which they had never conferred* The 
commission, he proceeded to say, had 
proposed a new plan of government., 
which was, that the junta should re- 
duce itself to five persoifc, in whom 
the executive power should be vest- 
ed j that in rotation eaefrof the .mem- 
bers pf the existing body should en- 
ter 1 iftfco the supreme executive coun- 
cil,' fchtclr 'should also preside over 
the cortes when it was assembled. — 
This project discovers the iove v of 
power in the junto more unequivocal- 
ly than any other part of their coif- 
duct/ ‘ What Romana proposed ^ 
its stead was as prudent in itself as it 
Was inepnsistertt with his previous po- 
sitions. After maintaining that the 
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power® '$£; the ^xistu^ ^vernmeut necessity of our mournful and peri- 
4BPfpflU and tf»at Jou* .situation' * Would our , arnica 
. "e^mm t% w^:thex,fead# f«r tfup hpjm&f defective in number*# 
part; of the number®, JtfRhed* he r£- a^^;eubardhiation and discipline? 
commended nevertheless that this go - yrpttld they be so filled with ignorant 
verwment should, as representing le- .and cp^adily officers, so unprovided 
pfeimatoly or illegitimately the cprtes, wifh food* so irregularly paid, and so 
appoint a regent, or. a council of re- destitute of all equipments ? would 
gency, consisting Of three or of five men be appointed generals, because 
persons, especially advising, as a proof they would support the persons who 
of generosity and patriotism, that they appointed them, or because they knew 
should dmjikpre none of their own how tp command an army and how 
body., should be formed, to save the country? With such a 

under the Permanent De- government, the nation would have in- 

/putatiou of th& Realm, to represent vincible armies, the armies would. have 
the cortes till the cortes could be as- generals, the troops would be officer- 
, sembled ; it should , consist of five ed, and the soldiers would leajn eub- 
: .in^fcr* and a procurador-general, ordination and discipline. When Spain 
4s|;'Onc of these members should al- shall see that auspicious day, I shall 
w$ys he chosen from their American think it the first day of her hope, and • 
brethren, as forming an integral part the, most happy of her glorious revo- 
of the nation, and legitimate children lutioh. Such,” he continued, “ is 
of the same family. But the cortes my opinion ; but I ought not to for- 
ahouJd'be assembled with as little de- get that I have publicly controverted 
lay as circumstances would permit, it by my actions. For who sustairi- 
at>drthen no fews should be passed, ed your sovereign authority in the. 
or contributions imposed, without its army and province which I governed? 
consent. “ If,” said he, “ I have in Gallicia, thou whose misfortunes, pro- 
some cases connected the supreme duced by a terrible invasion, carried 
power with the nation, I have done me into the midst of t by heroic fi- 
nd more than revive the constitutional delity, whom didst thou obey ? Didst 
principles of the Spanish monarchy, thou respect in me any power but 
which, aggrandized its power, and that of the central junta, or did I con- 
which have been stifled by the dcs- sent that thou shouldst separate thy- 
potismof its kings and their minis- self from a government which I was 
ter#.” However hostile to the prin* sanctioning by my own obedience ? 
ciples of civftliberty the first positions Asturias, didst not thou see the 
of Marquis; Romana may have appear- powerful arm upraised which thou 
ed, the most zealous friends of, free- hadst implored so earnestly, and the 
dom might have been contented with blow of its power fall uport a junta, 
hi^ conclusions- . which, after baring acknowledged 

. **Gugbt we,” said he, “ to fear that the sovereignty of the central, and 
^jatfjfcd venturer, who.usurps.the throne receiyc^frotn it succours, of which 
4 M our beloyed Ferdinaud/ should ap- my 8o{c(iers,*naked and exhausted# 
/|ear< among us/, if we had a govern- were in mat, domineered 
ment liW this*' emauaring from the despot, hud; had v even disobeyed, the 
consent of the iuhmw- ea press will of our king, Jj., Fer- 

mion to the true, God, knd from t&e ^inaqd? Nevertheless/', *aid he, ad* 
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dressing the central junta, " you re* 
warded this scandalous disobedience, 
whose progress I, though with exces- 
sive moderation, had cut short ; and 
in fine, you removed me covertly from 
the command, in order that guilty 
Spaniards might be honoured with 
the greater distinction. My opinions 
were the same then that they are now ; 
but circumstances imperiously requi- 
red a government, and any govern- 
ment is better than none. Then it 
was my duty to obey 5 now I should 
not perform what is due to my cha- 
racter, if I did not declare what I 
believe to be required foi the salva 
tion of my country. How indeed 
should 1 be silent ; how should I suf- 
fer the divine fire of patriotism to be 
extinguished, seeing the sacrifice of 
so many victims m our glonous cause, 
so many faithful spousfs murdered 
with their chaste and beloved daugh- 
ters, after the most foul and unutter- 
able outrages ; nuns driven from their 
cloisters, some wandering about, many 
more the prey of lustful impiety 
so many ministers of the altar forced 
from the sanctuary, and the temples 
turned into stables and dens of un- 
cleanness towns reduced to servi- 
tude ; opulence to squalid beggary ; — 
so many thousands of brave Spaniards 
capable of consoling our country, yet 
by their fatal indiscipline serving only 
/ to augment our evils armies com- 
posed of the bravest spirits of the na- 
tion, which have disappeared in the 
hottest struggles of their native land, 
consumed by hunger, naked, and des- 
titute ; seeing, in wife that such reve- 
nues and the liberal donations of Spain 
and America have not evfen supplied 
the first necessities of 1 the soldier ? 
How cejwfi I lose sight 6f the lot of 
twelvuj^ffions of people, wh# must 
either be the slaves of the Worst of 


tyrants, or the children of the beloved 
and just Ferdinand/ hOW mi)i l re- 
main a tranquil spectator of such gt^at 
and mournful objects, and not tnjftk 
them superior to the nearest peisonal 
interest, to our self Jove, and to our 
very existence i As a Spaniard,** ho 
concluded, “ I am ready to suffer a 
thousand deaths in defence of our li- 
berty, and in my rank I have render- 
ed homage to the descendant of the 
Pelayos, the Jaymes, and the Gar- 
cias. As a general, I wflHpin my- 
self to the last soldier whptnall have 
.evolution to revenge his country in 
the last period of her independence 5 
and as a representative of the natron* 

I muBt be excused from occu|i mgr 
that distinguished place, unless at£gi-y 
timate government be immediately es- 
tablished, which foreign powers will 
not hesitate to acknowledge, which 
wdl represent our beloved sovereign, 
and which will save a people whq are 
resolved to die for their God* forfeit 
king, and for the happiness of their 
posterity.” * 

It is a sufficient proof of the full 
political freedom pf the Spanish press 
at this juncture, that such a paper as 
this should have appeared, being lit- 
tle short of a declaration of hostility 
against thecxiatwg government. Tor- 
tunately for the junta, the high mo- 
nai chical principles with which Roma- 
na began his manifesto displeased the 
democratic party, and the glaring in- 
consistency of bis arguments weakep- 
edtheefecttffych his authority might 
otherwiiy|Kre produced. The go- 
vemfeWjlff the necessity of doing 
Middling to conciliate the Nation, 
and tney determined tp convoke the* 
cartes, a resolution which was an- ! 
nounced in that manly and dignified 
Strain by which <alj their addresses to 
the peopfe aqytf eminently marked. 
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O&L' lft$, j thy replied to them, « Spa- 
1809. nia'fds,” <#rd they, “ it has 
, seamed good to Providence 
th&t ih this terrible crisis yop should 
npY be able to advance one step to- 
wards independence, without advan- 
cing one likewise toward liberty. An 
imbecile and decrepit despotism, in 
order to rivefc your fetters and ren ler 
your chaWJieaviei, prepared the way 
for Fwi^ d^pfctjsm, which, with 
the terrific dfapiay of its arms and its 
victories, aspired to place you under 
its hateful yoke of iron. Its politi- 
ck 4ttipostors thought to deceive you 
|#^&omising reforms, and announ- 
cing, in a constitution framed at their 
pleasure, the empiie of the laws, — a 
barbarous and absutd contradiction, 
worthy of their insolence. But the 
Spanish people, who weie the i&rst 
among modem nations to recognize 
the true principles of the social equi- 
librium, that people which before any 
other enjoyed the prerogatives and ad- 
vantages of civil liberty, and opposed 
to arbitrary power the eternal bat rier 
which justice has appointed, need bor- 
row from no other nation the max- 
ims of political prudence, and has told 
these impudent legislatoi s, that the 
artifice? of intriguers and the man- 
dates of tyrants are not laws for them. 
Animated w^h these feelings, and 
exalted &ith indignation, you ran to 
arms ; and foitune, subdued by your 
enthusjaam, rendered homage to you, 
and bestowed on you victory in re- 
ward for yovr ardour. The imme- 
diate erFett of these first advantages 
'*#§0 the reunion of the state, which 
walat that time divided into as many 
fictions as provinces. Our epemies 
thought they had so nm among us the 
deadly seed of anarchy, and did not 
irmember that Spanish judgement 
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and circumspection are atom supe- 
rior to French intrigue. A supreme 
au E!l <) n t y was established without t con- 
and without violence ; and 
the people, after having astonished 
the world with the spectacle of their 
sublime exaltation and then victories, 
fil^d a with admiration and respect 
by "their moderation and discretion. 

“ The central junta was installed, 
and its first care was to announce, that 
if the expulsion of the enemy was the 
first object of its attention in point of 
time, the internal and permanent wel- 
fare of the state was the principal in 
importance $ for to leave it lunk iu 
the sea of old abuses, would be a 
crime as enormous as to deliver you 
into the hands of Buonaparte ; there- 
fore, as soon as the whirlwind of war* 
pei nutted it, at resounded m your ears 
the name of the cortes, which for us 
has ever been the bulwark of civil 
freedom, and the throne of the na- 
tional majesty : a ijarfie heretofore pro- 
nounced with mysteiy by the learn- 
ed, with distrust by politicians, and 
with horror by tyrants ; hut which 
henceforth m Spam will be the indes- 
tructible basis of the monarchy, the 
most secure support of the rights of 
Ferdinand and his family, a right for 
the people, and an obligation for the 
government. That moral resistance, 
as general as sublime, which has re- 
duced our enemies to confusion and 
despair in the midst of their victories, 
must not receive less reward. Those 
battles which are lost, those armies 
which are destroyed, not without pro- 
ducing new battibs, creating new ar- 
mies, and again displaying the stand- 
ard of loyalty on the ashes and ruins 
which t)ie enemies abandon ; those 
soldiers who, dispersed m one action, 
return to offer themselves for another ; 
that populace (which, despoiled of al- 
most all they possessed, returned to 
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their homes to share the wretched 
remains of their property with the de- 
fenders of their country ; that concert 
of lamentable and despairing groans 
and patriotic songs $ that struggle, 
in fine, 0f ferocity and barbarity on 
the one hand, and of iresibtance and 
invincible constancy on the other, pre- 
sent a whole as terrible as magnificent, 
which Europe contemplates with as- 
tonishment, and which history will 
one day record in letters of gold, for 
the admiration and example of pos- 
terity. A people so magnanimous 
and generous ought only to be go- 
verned by laws which are truly such, 
and which shall bear the great cha- 
racter of public consent and common 
utility,— a character which they can 
: only receive by emanating from the 
august assembly which, has been an- 
nounced to you.” 

This paper may be considered as 
the official defence or apology of the 
junta, and it betrays that undue de- 
sire of retaining their power, which, 
though not their only error, was the 
only one which exclusively proceeded 
fiom selfish considerations. “ It*had 
been recommended,” they said, “that 
the existing government should be con- 
verted into a regency of three or of 
five persons, and this opinion was sup- 
ported by the application of an an- 
cient law to qur piesent situation ; 
but that situation is singular in our 
history, and could not be foreseen m 
our institutions. A political position 
which is entuely new, occasions politi- 
calformsand principles absolutely new 
also. To expel tms French, tp re- 
store to his uberty and hts throne our 
adored kh^-vand to gst^bltth 4obd 
and perffllwt bases of good govern- 
ment, a maxims vipich gave the 
impulse our revolution are those 
vi hich j support and durst it ; and that 
got eminent will be the bc&t which 
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shall most promote gu d, |t#l\£hese 
three wishes of the Spanish na$on+ 
Does the regency, of which thM Ikw 
speaks, promise usthissecurity > What 
inconvenicncies, what dangers,, how 
many divisions, how many parties, 
how many ambitious pretensions with- 
in and without the kingdom; how 
much, and how just, discontent in our 
Americas, now called to have a share 
in the present government ? What 
would become of our eoiM§ r our li- 
berty, the cheering prbspfcts qf fq* 
ture welfare and glory whmh now pit- 
son t themselves? What would become 
of the object most valuable and dear 
to the Spau&k nation — the 
tion of the rights of Ferdinand 
advocates for this institution ougftWpi 
shudder at the immense danger to 
which they expose them, and to bear 
in mipd that they afiord to the ty~ 
rant a new oppoi tumty of buying and 
selling them. Let us bow^Wjith re- 
verence to the venerable antiquity of 
the law ; but let us profit by the ex- 
perience of ages. JL,et us open our 
annals and trace the history of our 
regencies. What shall we find ?— 
picture equally melancholy and fright - 
ful, of desolation, of civil war, of ra- 
pine, and of human degradation, in 
unfortunate Castile.” 

The weakness of this reasoftingpro- 
ved how lamentably tins lovepf power 
had blinded thole from whom *t pro- 
ceeded. The junta wished to evade 
the law of the Panida^bccaq^e it did 
uot specify a case which it could not 
possjWjr have contemplated, though 
thfc hw itself was perfectly^W di- 
rectly relevant. They assumed iij^s 
a certain consequence of a regency^ 
that the colonies would be disgusted %. 
that the cortes would nqt he coirfro? 
ked; that tb* ^rights of Ferdinand 
would be dtiwbgj&rded ; and that ucw 
oppoi t unities o? coiruption would b' 
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afforded to France ; and they forgot 
to ask thepttdves what reason there 
could be tor apprehending all or any 
of these dangers, more from a council 
of regency than from their own body. 
Even Romana’s manifesto contained 
notfiingmore flagrantly illogical than 
this. Having thus endeavoured to 
set aside this project by alarm mg the 
nation, they admitted that the execu- 
tive power ought to be lodged in 
fewer hands, and said, that with that 
prudent circumspection, which neither 
exposed the stale fo the oscillations 
consequent upon every change of go- 
vernment, nor sensibly altered the uni- 
ty of the body which it was intrust- 
ed with, they had concentrated their 
own authority ; and that from this 
time those measures which required 
dispatch, secresy, and energy, would 
be directed by a section formed of bix 
members, holding their office for a 
time. 

The remainder of the manifesto was 
in a worthier stiain. “ Another opi- 
nion,” they said, u which objected to 
a regency, objected also to the cortes 
as an insufficient representation, if con- 
voked accoi ding to the ancient forms ; 
as ill-timed, and perhaps perilous in 
the existing circumstances ; and in flue 
as useless, because the provincial jun- 
tas, whichhadbeen immediately elect- 
ed by the people, were their true 1 e- 
presentatives ; but as the government 
had already publicly declare*! that it 
would adapt the cortes, in its num- 
bers, forms, and classes, to the pre- 
sent state of things, any objection 
drawn from the inadequacy of the an- 
cient^orms was malicious, as well as 
inapplicable. Yes, Spaniards,”' said 
ifthey, €< yoii are going to have your 
.Cortes, and the national representation 
will be as perfect and full as it can 
and ought to be, iii\an assembly of 
cuch importance ent diguity . 
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You are going to have your cortei, 
and to have it immediately, because 
the urgent situation in which the na- 
tion is placed imperiously demands it ; 
and at what time, gracious God ! can 
it adopt this measure better than at 
present f when an obstinate war has 
exhausted all the ordinary means, 
when i he selfishness of some, and the 
ambition of others, debilitate and pa- 
ralyse the efforts of the government 
by their opposition or indifference ; 
when they seek to destroy from its 
foundations the essential ptineiple of 
the monarchy, which is union ; when 
the hydra of federalism, so happily si- 
lenced the preceding year by the cre- 
ation of the central power, dares again 
to raise its poisonous heads, and en- 
deavour to precipitate us into anar- 
chy ; when the subtlety of our cue-* 
mics is watching the moment when 
our divisions disunite us^ to destroy 
the statf*, and to erect their thi one on 
the rums which our distractions af- 
ford them ; tins is the time, then, to 
collect in one point the national dig- 
nity and power, and when the Spa- 
nish people may vote and decree the 
extraordinary resources which apow- 
ciful nation ever ha9 within it for ita 
sahation ; that alone can encounter and 
put them m motion ; that alonecan en- 
courage the timidity of 9ome,and re- 
strain the ambition of otliu s ; that alone 
will suppress importuuale vanity, pue- 
rile pretensions, and infuriated pas- 
sions, which, unless prevented, go to 
tear m pieces the government. It?-* 
will, in fine, give to Europe a fredi 
example of its religion, its circum- 
spection, and its discretion, in the just 
and moderate use which it is about to 
make of the glorious liberty in whjch 
it is constituted. Thus it isthat the 
supreme junta, which immediately re- 
cognised this national representation 
as a right, and proclaimed.it as a u*. 
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w^rd, nqw invoke* and, implores it as 
the most; necessary and efficacious re* 
medy; and has therefore resolved 
that the general cortes of the monar- 
chy, announced in $he decree of the 
22 d of May, shall be convoked on 
the first day of Januaiy in the next 
year, in order to enter on their august 
functions the first day of March fol- 
lowing. When that happy day has 
arrived, the junta will say to the re- 
presentatives of the nation — 

<l Yc are met together, O fathers 
of your country ! and re-established 
m all the plenitude of your rights, 
after a lapse of three centuries. The 
aggressions which we have suffered 
and the c war which we maintain, are 
the fruits of the mo^t shameful op- 
pi ession and the mobt unjust tyranny. 
The provincial juntas who were able 
to resist and repulse the enemy m the 
first impetus of his invasion, invested 
the supreme junta with the sovereign 
authority, which they exercised for a 
time to give unity to the state, and 
concentrate its power. Called to the 
exercise of this authority, not by am- 
bition or intrigue, but by the unani- 
mous voice of the provinces of the 
kingdom, the individuals of the su- 
preme junta showed themselves wor- 
thy of the high, confidence reposed in 
them, by employing all their vigilance 
and exertions for the preservation and 
prosperity of the state. When the 
power was placed m our hands, our 
armies, half formed, were destitute of 
*very thing 5 our treasury was empty, 
and our resources uncertain and dis- 
tant. The dpspot of Franpe poured 
upon the peninsula the military power 
under his command, the most.fontu- 
dahfe that ha* been kn^wp in the 
world, Hfl igtetcran tegtypt, better 
provided^lpl above ali^ore*pume* 
roujy rtMppIon. every sufea&aipit our; 
armies^pho were totally without di^ 
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ciplinfc or confidence, A new inun- 
dation of barbarians, wbo carried de- 
solation through all the provinces of 
which they took possession, wSfs the 
consequence, andtne ill-closed wounds 
of our unfortunate country were again 
opened, and poured forth blood in 
torrents. The state thus lost half its 
forces, and when the junta took re* 
f uge in Andalusia, a division of 30,000 
men repaired to the walls of Zarago- 
za, to bury themselves m its rums. 
The army of the centre, being thus 
deprived of agreatpart of itsstrength, 
did not give to its operations that ac- 
tivity and energy which would have 
had very different results from those 
of the battl* of Ucles. The passed 
of the Sierra Morena and the banks of 
the Tagus were only defended by ill- 
armed handfuls of men, which could 
not be called armies. The junta ren- 
dered them so : routed and dispersed m 
the two battles of Ciudad Real and 
Medellin, instead of dcspamngcf the 
country, they redoubled their efforts* 
and m a few d?ys collected arid oppo- 
sed to the enemy 70,000 infantry and 
12,000 cavalry. These forces have 
since fought, it is true, with ill suc- 
cess, but always with gallantry and 
glory. The creation, the reparation, 
and the subsistence of these armies, 
have more than absorbed the consider- 
able supplies which have been sent 
us by our brethren m America, We 
have maintained in the free provinces 
unity, order, and justice ; and in those 
occupied by the enemy, we have 
exerted our endeavours to preserve, 
thcmghrSSCretly, the fire of patriotism, 
and* She bonds of loyalty. s^ave 
vindicated the national honour andiiw 
dependence m the mos^cfcmphcsstecF 
► and difficult diplomatic negociatiofttytt 
* and we have made headagainst ^dvefr- 
<dty, ever tru#fog that we should 
overcome it ByUw constancy* We 
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have, without- doubt, committed or* 
rora,**},-. would wiHiogly, were it 
po&4*Sfrtedeenx them with our blood ; 
butiffcihe confusion of events, among 
thO mountains of difficulties which 
surrounded us* who could be certain 
of always being in the right i Could 
wptSf responsible, because one body 
of troops wanted valour and another 
confidence $ because one general had 
less prudence and another less good 
fortune? Much, Spaniards, is to be 
attributed^oyour inexperience, much 
to ch^mranCftfe but nothing to our 
intention ; that ever has been to de* 
liver our unfortunate king from sla- 
very to preserve to him a throne for 
which the Spanish people has made 
Sttcfi jfccrifice#, and to maintain it free, 
independent, and happy. We have, 
frohl the time of our institution, pro- 
mised him a country ; we have de- 
creed the abolition of arbitrary power 
from the time wo announced the re- 
establishment of our cortes. Such is, 
O Spaniards i the use we have made 
of the unlimited power and authority 
confided to x» t and when your wis- 
dom shall have established the basis 
and form of government most proper 
for the independence and good of the 
^tate, we will resign the authority in- 
to the hands vou snail point out, con- 
tented with the glory of having given 
to the Spaniards the dignity of a na- 
tion kgitinwrtehr constituted. Raise 
yourselves, noble fathers of the court* 
tryy to the elevation of your high du- 
ties* end Spain, exalted with you to 
an equally brilliant destiny, shall see 
returned into her bosom* for her hap- 
piness^Ferdiaand VII- add b & unfo f- 
tupati family,* shall see her sons.cn- 
rifr on the path of prosperity* and 
gdory, which they ought Henceforth 
to pursue* and* receive the crown of 
the aubbme'ftixd almosfc divine efforts 
which they am makifigv** 1 


Injudicious as the junta were, in 
wishmgto retain their authority Vheii 
they had lost the confidence of the 
nation, it must never be forgotten, 
thatthey always addressed them^I^s 
to the noblest feelings of the people* 
that, in the midst o? thor tvn ,v 
they never faded to hold the hv ,r»u\gc 
of hope and of the loftiest fortitn 1 ; 
and that all their papers breathed 
a spirit worthy of the best ages of 
Greece or Rome. The last* and per- 
haps the most splendid of these ora- 
tions, was issued after the peace with 
Austria left Buonaparte at leisure to 
direct his whole force against ‘Spain, 
and after their maiu army had been 
wrecked at Ocana. ** Our enemies,** 
said they, u ekqjtingly exhort us to 
submit to the clemency of the con- 
queror. Because in their own de- 

f radecj heart* they find nothing but 
aseness when they are weak, and 
atrocity when they are strong, they 
imagine that the Spaniards must aban- 
don all their lofty hopes. Who has 
told them that our virtue is of so low 
a standard ? Doe9 fortune oppose to 
us greater obstacles ? ve will redou- 
ble our exertions : Are our toil i and 
dangers augmented? we shall acquire 
the greater glory. No, slaves of Buo- 
naparte, waste not time in vain so 
pbistries which can deceive no one $ 
speak frankly and say, wc will be rise 
most wicked of men, because we be- 
lieve ourselves the most powerful : this 
languages consistent aud intelligible ; 
but do not attempt to persuade us 
that the abandonment of our rights is 
wisdom, and that cowardice is prn- 
dencc.— Submit ? do these sophist# 
know what they advise the most high- 
minded natiotitupon earth ? It wouiti 
be a st&in* Without example in qtft^ 
annals, if, aftei' 'sirth admirable tf*' 
forts, such incredible events, We were 
to foil at the feettof the crowned dare 
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who has been sent to us as king. And 
for what ? That fromthp midst of his 
impious banquets, his ruffian parasites, 
and his prostitutes, he may point out 
the temples which are to be burnt; the 
estates which are to be divided among 
his hateful satellites ; the virgins and 
matrons who are to be taken to his 
seraglio ; the youths who are to be 
sent as the tribute to the Minotaur of 
Franc c. * 

u Spaniards, think not that the 
junta '•peak thus to excite you by 
the arts of language; what need of 
words, when the actual things speak 
for themselves with such powerful 
energy ? Your houses are destroyed ; 
your temples demolished ; youi fields 
laid waste ; your fcsmilu s dispersed 
and w’ndmng through the count! y, 

* or hurried into the grave. Have we 
made o many sacrifices, have the 
flames of war consumed half Spain, 
that we should shamefully abandon 
the other half to the far more deadly 
pi ace which the enemy prepares for 
it ? For no one will beguile himself 
with the insidious parade of the im- 
provements which the French hold 
out. The Tartar who commands 
them has decreed, that Spain shall 
have neither industiy, nor commerce, 
nor population, nor political repre- 
sentation whatever: — to be made a 
waste and solitary she cp-w alk for sup- 
plying French manufactures with our 
precious wools ; to become a nurseiy 
of men destined to be hunied away 
•to the slaughter ; misery, ruin, and 
degtadation, in all parts of the penin- 
sula ; such is the destiny which he 
would impose upoii’the most highly 
favoured of all to un tries ! Shall we 
then, submitting to theqpj submit also 
to the 4 taft*uction of our holy ldi- 
gion ; the interests of heaven 

and thi&fifith of our fathe.s to the 8a- 
cnlcgfohs mockery of these frantic 


bancHtti ; and forsake the sanctuary 
which, during seven centuries, and in 
a thousand and a thousand battles, 
our fathers maintained against the im- 
pious Saracens ? If we should do this, 
the victims who perished in that me- 
morable contest would cry to us from 
their graves, Ungrateful and perfidi- 
ous race, Bhall our sacrifices be in 
vain, and is our blood of no estima- 
tion in your eyes No, patriots ! 
rest in peace, and let not that bitter 
thought disturb the quiet of your se- 
pulchres, • 

44 There is no peace ; there can be 
none in this state of things. That 
Spain may be free, is the universal 
wish of the nation ; and if that Can- 
not be obtained, at least it may* be- 
come one immense des<ut, one wide 
grave, where the accumulated car- 
cases of French and Spaniaids may 
exhibit to future ages our glory and 
their shame. But fortune is not so 
inimical to virtue as to leave to its 
defenders only this melancholy termi- 
nation. It is wiitten in heaven, and 
the history of all ages attests it, that 
a people who decidedly love their 
liberty and independence must ulti- 
mately establish them, in despite of 
all the artifice and all the violence of‘ # 
tyranny. Victory, which ib so often 
a gift of fortune, is sooner or later 
the reward of constancy. What de- 
fended the little republic of Greece 
from the bai barons invasion of Xer- 
xes ? What reconstructed the Capitol 
when it was almost destroyed by thq 
Gaul* b What preserved it from the 
mighty arms of Hannibal ? What, 
in times' nearer our own, 'projected 
the &wi&s fiom German tyranny; a^d 
gave independence to Holland in spitd?^ 
of the power of our ancestors ? Spa- 
ttiards ? the junta announces to you 
frankly w*hat has happened in the con- 
tinent, because* it would not have yon 
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ignorant far % moment oLthe new 

daagta/Whfctt tbjneaten* the country $ 
they^ounce it to you with confi- 
den*** that instead of being dismayed,, 
aa oyr enemiri presume* you will col- 
lect new strength, and show yourselves 
nuttfe worthy of the cause which you 
defend, and of the admiration of the 
universe; they announce it to you, 
because they kftow that the unanimous 
determination of the Spaniards is to 
befree at aphM&fer cost* and all means 
however violent, all resources however 
extraordinary* all funds however pri- 
vileged, must be called out to repel 
the enemy. The ship’s treasure^ must 
be^tjWown overboard to lighten her 
in (Wftfcempest and save her from ship- 
wreck. Our country is sinking ; — 
strength, riches, life, wisdom, coun- 
cil, — whatever we have is hers ; and 
can we hesitate a moment to lay all 
at her fret for her salvation and htr 
glory?? The victory is ours, if wo 
carry on, to the end of ourenterpnze 
the sublime enthusiasm with which it 
began. The jp^ioosal mass with which 
we must resist the enemy, must be 
composed of the strength of all, and 
the sacrifices of all ; and then what 
will it import that he pours upon ua 
anew the legions which are now su- 
perfluous in Germany, or the &warm 
of conscripts which he is about to 
drag from France? We began the 
contest with £10,000 nfenless; hebegan 
it with 200,000 more, Let him re- 
Ifece them if he can ; let him send or 
ring them to this region of death, as 
destructive to the oppressors as to 
the oppressed. Adding to the ejepe- 
TUjfocof two campaigns the strength 
despair ^ndof fuiy, we wilt give 
tq their phalanxes of banditti the same 
fate which their predecessors have 
experienced ; and the f>»th, fattened 
with their blood, return to u*> 
with u&ury the fruits of which they 
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have deprived us. Let the monarch s 
of the north, forgetful of what they 
are,, and Of what they are capable, 
subtoi^jto be the ,sUves of this new 
Tarwtene; let them purchase at such 
a price the tranquillity of a moment, 
till it comes to their turn to b e de- 
voured* What is it to U8, who are a 
mighty people, and resolved to peudi 
or to triumph ? Did we ask their c on- 
sent when, twenty months ago, we 
raised our arms against the tyrant ? 
Did we not enter mto the contest 
alone ? Did we not carry it on for a 
campaign alone ? Nothing which is 
necessary for our defence is wanting. 
Our connection is daily diawn^eloser 
with America, jo whose assistance, 
as timely as it was gcneious, the mo- 
ther country is so deeply indebted, • 
and on whose ^real and loyally a 
part of our hope is founded. r i lie al- 
liance winch we have formed with 
Great Bntam continues and will con- 
tinue; that nation has lavished ioi 
us ns blood audits tieanuts, and u 
entitled to our gi atitudc and that of 
future ages. Let, then, the mac lu- 
nations oi intrigue, or the suggestions 
of fear, ptcvail with weak govern- 
ments and misled cabinets ; lit them, 
if they will, conclude treaties, illu&oi y 
on the part of him who grants, and 
disgraceful on the pait of those who 
accept them ; let those great poten- 
tates, if they will, relinq nth tile com- 
mon cause of civili/ed nations, and 
inhumanly abandon their allies. Tt r. 
people,— -the Spanish people,' — will 
stand alone and erect amiu lie rum* 
of the European*contmi ut. lfeie is 
drawn, poverty be she itln d, t w v/id 

of hatred against the txiuvhle ty- 
rant ; here k raised, new i to be n< ( aten 
down, the standaid of indt pendente 
and of justice 1 lLstu. io it all .e 
in Euiope who will not live iu < hr 
the abominable yoke ; ye who will 
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not enter into a league with iniquity ; 
ye who are indignant at the fatal and 
cowardly desertion of these deluded 
princes, come to us ! here the valiant 
shall find opportunities of acquiring 
true honour ; the wije and tne vir- 
tuous shall obtain respect ; tbc afflict- 
ed shall have an ar.ylum Our cause 
is the same ; the same shall be our 
reward. Comi ! and, in despite of 
all the arts and all the power of this 
inhuman despot, you shall see that 
we will render his star dim, and form 
for ourselves our own destiny . 99 

Two things arc remarkable in this 
paper ; the total change, or rather, 
restoration of public feeling, which' 
must nave been effected, before a Spa- 
nish government would hold up there- 
: sistance of the Dutch to Philip as a glo- 
rious example to the Spanish people; 
and the lamentable want of foresight 
and information in the junta, who 
could not only rely upon the attach- 
ment of the colonics, but even venture 
to declare, that the hopes of the coun- 
try rested in great measure upon them. 
Yet, in summing up the merits and 
demerits of their administration, if 
there be found something to condemn 
and much to regret, there is assured- 
ly much to be applauded. Spain will 
one day excuse their errors, do justice 
to their intentions, and remember with 
gratitude, that of all her governments, 
thi» was the first which addressed the 
Spaniards as a free people ; and, though 
^it may be 6aid to have echoed the lan- 
guage.of the nation, the first that 
sanctioned those constitutional prin- 
ciples of liberty. which had so long 
been suppressed. It was to be ex- 
pected, when such mojnentous inte- 
rests; were at stake, that their errors 
would be judged of iath&r by^their 
consequences than their causes 1 '; an 
unsuccessful administration is always 
unpopular, and in suspfeious times, if 


the affairs of the state go ill, what is 
the effect of misconduct/or weakness, 
or inevitable misfortune, isreadily im- 
puted to deliberate treason. Such 
an opinion prevailed very generally 
against the junta ; but when tjieir power 
was at an end, and nothing would have 
gratified the people more than' the 
detection and punishment of the gifil- 
ty, not even the shadowof proof qould 
be found against them* , *They were 
inexperienced in business*; they had 
been trained up ki prejudice,a 9 d ttejjH 
partook, as was to be expected, ojf tho 
defects of the national character ; but 
they partook of its virtues also^a$4 . 
their genercus feelings, . 
spirit and unshaken io rt ituefe, 
command an JEnglishman’s respect $ f „ 
it be contrasted, not merely with the 
abject baseness of the continental 
courts, but with the recorded sunti- 
ments of that party in our own states 
who have omitted no means .qf diapi* > 
riting and disgusring^l^S^auiti^,; 
We nave had abunqsin& cause jto. be * 
grateful to Providently these lat- 
ter times, but nev&r have we had 
greater cause than for escaping the 
imminent danger of having these men 
for our rulers. Incapable of feel- ; 
ing generously, and therefore inca- 
able of acting wisely, they would 
ave deserted the last, the truest, the 
only worthy allies of a free people; 
they would have betrayed the l?st 9 . 
the only hope of Europe and, of t^e 
world ; they would have sacrifice^ 
our hbnbur first, and when they had 
brought' home the war to. our own 
dobr% Which inevitably their mea- 
sures must have done, {he lastmg-4n-^ 
faitty which their imbecility and 
ardice had entailed upon the country*^ 
would have been a worse evil than the 
dreadful and perilous trial through, 
which she would have had to pass. 
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The French cross the Sierra Morena % and ohttun Possession of Amtahisiu, 
Tumults at Seville • Appointment of a Regency . Alburquerqne’s Retreat , 
Siege of Cadiz. Attempt to deliver Ferdinand . 


Fllfli'gqverji&eni' obtained a few ad- 
dresses, thanking them for having 
convoked the cortes, which, it was 
said, like an elixir of life, would revi- 
vify tfcfif social body to its very extre-» 
roities, and congratulating them up- 
on thdr triumph over internal divi- 
sions, and over those who would so 
hastily and inopportunely have esta- 
blished a regency. But these con- 
gratulations were as premature as 
the triumph was short lived. They 
thought ft accessary for their safety 
to imprison t|ie Count dc Montijo, 
and D. FrariCisoo Palafox, who was 
one of their own members, and whose 
name, as brother to the defender of 
Zaragoza, would have been deserved- 
ly popular throughout Spain, if he 
had possessed any q* lalities which could 
render it respectable. Romana’s decla- 
ration against them was not the only 
symptom that they had lost the con- 
fidence of the army, as well as of the 
. nation. Count <je Norona, who com- 
manded in Gallicia, being superseded, 
addressed a proclamation to the Cal- 
Lcians, telling them, “ they must now 
perceive that the country was in dan* 
gefy^and that. for his part lie had 
gfiren up all dependance upon the 
editing government. 1 have been 
unceasing in my applications,” said 
he, « not only for mOnej^ut for arms, 
and to none of them have I received 


the slightest answer ; on the contrary, 
they seem to have given offence. Un- 
der these circumstances, ii remains for 

F )u to act for ) oui selves $ and what 
would recommend is, that you Yorm 
in your own kingdom a sepai ate jun- 
ta, to be empowered to act in the 
name of the inhabitants, who shall 
be authorized fo raise money.” A 
similar disposition prevailed in many 
of the provinces, and Spain seemed 
on the point of relapsing into that 
state h om which the formation of the 
central junta had delivered it. 

That body endeavoui ed to concili- 
ate Romana, and to avail themselves 
of his military talents, and thei jfore 
they requested him to repair to the 
head-quarters at Carolina, where the 
wreck of Arcizaga's army were col- 
lecting, in vestmghim with full powers 
for whatever measures he thought 
might best tend to repair the loss, 
and prevent the apprehended conse* 
quences ; but Romana was either too 
much disgusted with the government 
to serve under them, or saw the con- 
sequences too clearly to risk lua own 
reputation hy attempting what tlicie 
was little hope could, be cfLcted* 
The Andahssiahf appear to have re- 
lied upon the, pastes of the Sierra 
Morena $ this confidence would have 
been reasonable,, had there been anv 
thing like an cqualit v, cither in uunu 
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hers or di8ciptiue,<h6ti££eii tye) armies 
in the held ; .but tle disproportion 
in both these things being what, ft 
was, the example ofSonriosierra qught 
to have undeceived them. Fettering 
statements were circulated, 1 that np 
means had been neglected for placing 
Areizaga’s army upon the most re- 
spfcctable footing ; that he had been 
joined by considerable reinforcements, 
and supplied with every hind of 
stores. The whole artillery, of, two 
divisions of his army had reached La 
Carolina, cannon and ammunition 
were passing through Cordova, and 
the works, it was said, which were 
judged necessary for strengthening 
the passes, were carrying on with 
the utmost activity's in reality the 
principal pass was only defended by 
three or four ill mounted cannon*' 
The junta, notwithstanding these 
boasted preparations, were prudent 
enough when they convoked the cor- 
tes, to appoint the Isle of Leon for 
the place of meeting. Upon the re- 
mains of the central army they could 
have little reliance, for in battles like 
that of Ocana, the best and steadiest 
part of the army is that which falls. 
The Duke del Parque’s force wa9 not 
equally broken up, it had lost more 
in reputation than in actual strength ; 
but its strength was comparatively 
trifling, and it was at a distance. The 
main hope of the government seems 
to have been upon a cot pa of 12.000 
men, under Alburqucrque, whose 
liead-quarters were at Don Benito, ha* 
ving 2tXK) men at Truxillo,aud other 
advanced parties upon the Tagus. 

After the battle of Medellin, the 
Spanish .writeis announced tq the 
people ;«i$QUt disgUtse - tfte whole 
extent 01 -their danger^ tha^ they 
mights prepare themselsje* without 
dismay for, the worst* ,» 4t What,” 
Don J. M* Blanco, in that man* 
ly spirit of sound philosophy which 


characterises .hi* writfogiyrr-ff, What 
if, the French were ^U^^^dalu- 
sia, and make themsclv^ of 

Andalusia, wherefore should the na- 
tion then think hsdf conquered? Ha« 
the enemy armies enough) to kgep n g 
the communication, from BrayoifuCvtO 
Cadiz, if he, be harassed by the jfcgp- 
ple alopg th§ road ? and if he lean 
establish this immeuse line, now can 
he occupy 18,000 square leagues of 
land, or deprive us of ^hf , advantage 
of two immensg 
colonies and our alljfek$$ 
ger which had then been averted was 
now near at hand ; but the junta, what- 
ever their own individual apprehen- 
sions may have been, did np^.^|rtttre 
to proclaim the whole truth^&ft 
forth in the Andalusians the dreddful 
strength of despair, which the French 
had found so destructive at Zarago- 
za. Instead of this, they suffered ,a 
treacherous hope to he held put, that 
if the enemy should, eu^J$tkej king* 
doms of the south, parses would 
be occupied behind f theDntes 
of Parque and Alburqucrque would 
hasten to the scene of action, and an- 
other day like that pf Baylen might 
be expected. 

While the junta fixed its attention 
as well as its hopes upon the Sierra 
Morena, the French, knowing how 
easily that barrier would be surmount- 
ed, looked on to Cadiz, the- possession 
of which they considered, as not loss 
important tlmrrth&tof Madrid. The 
actual command of the army was 
vested vin Soult, the ablest of their 
having L under hint V icier. 
Metier, snd Sebastiam j £ud v*he fo- 
tmkr came iu prw-tp. take^I&fr 
session of :the southern provinces, giT 
Spain* Areizaga was perfectly ,4eit& 
hk of his own inability to deftndtfhe 
liue^, notwithstanding the gnat ad- 
vantage whiclvthe exceeding strength 
of the position would have afforded 
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to a determined people, under a gene- 
ral of any enthusiasm, or any milita- 
ry skill. He made known his hope- 
lessness to the government, and by 
sending away great part of his stores 
for the purpose of securing them, be- 
trayed it fclso to the army and to the 
people. The French, to exaggerate 
their own merits, affirmed that, confi- 
ding in the entrenchments which he 
had thrown up at the entrance of tht 
defile, in the cuts which had been 
made in the foada, # and the mines 
which he had dug at the brink of 
the precipices, he considered his po- 
sition impiegnable ; but Aieizaga had 
lost "his presumption at Ocana, and 
waS prepared for defeat before he wa% 
attacked. In fact, the Sierra More- 
na was not better defended than So- 
mosieria had been 5 at eveiy point 
the men gave way, because they knew, 
by the conduct of their general, that 
it was' not expected they should stand 
their ground : one division took to 
flight at Nav$* de Tolosa, the very 
spot where one rf’the most gloiious 
victories in Spanish history had been 
gained over the Moots. The opera- 
tions began on the *20tli of January, 
and the head-qiiarterb of the intruder 
were the next day established at Bay- 
len, of which the French now re- 
minded the Spaniards with bitter ex- 
ultation, 4 

The junta, who had ventured to 
hint their apprehensions of this event 
no othei wise than by convoking the 
cortcs to the Isle of Le- 
Jf'fy 15 . on, instead of Seville, arr- 
„ nounced, five days before 
the JJreneh forced their way into An* 
.dalusia, their intention of transferring 
the seat of government to Cadifc, not 
daring even then openly to assign what 
was the obvious cause. The Isle of 
Leon, they said, was the fittest place 
tor tin* cortes to hold its sitting*, 


•because there were buildings there ap- 
plicable to the pm pose ; from thence 
their decrees could hr cummuntcated 
to every part of the pomnuila, what- 
ever might be the vicissitudes of war ; 
and there they might d*voti tlnm* 
sclves to their noble and aiduons func- 
tions with a perfect tranquillity, which 
was hardly attainable amid the dis- 
tractions of a great city. But tins 
having been dctcrmiued, the junta 
found itself in the predicament w Inch 
had been provided for by a decree of 
thepreceding year, wherein it had been 
declared, that at whatever phee the 
representatives of the Spanish nation 
should be convoked, to that place the 
government must remove its seat. 
They gave nutief, therefore, that on 
the first of February tiny should 
meet in the Isle of L»eon. Accor- 
dingly they made immediate prepa- 
rations for thrir removed. 

The people of {Seville could not 
but pcicuvc that their city was to 
be abandoned to the enemy ; this 
was obvious. What other designs 
the members of the junta might have 
formed, eveiy one guessed, act ording 
as he suspt cted or despised this un- 
fortunate administration. Some said 
that they v.ere sold to the French, and 
that the j mia were only pretending 
to fly, that they might deceive other 
provinces with a show of patriotism, 
and sell them as they had sold Anda- 
lusia ; others acquitted them of trea- 
son, to fix upon them the charge of 
peculation j a few of the members, 
they said, were, for their known vu- 
tue and talents, entitled to the love of 
their countrymen; the rest were a 
sordid race, who, having appropriated 
to their own vie the free gifts contri- 
buted for the use of the anny, while 
they left the soldier » to perish for 
want of food an, l clothing, were now 
about to fly to bnglaud or to the 
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Canaries, and there enjoy in safety disunion which they hoped to create 
the riches of which they had defrau- than upon their own strength*, 
ded their brethren and their country. While the junta thus admonished 
Those persons who could command the people to becalm, they themselves 
the means of removal, hastened to were completely bewildered by the 
accure themselves in the sea-ports ; danger which pressed upon the^Tfe* 
others, whose fortunes rooted them series of their instructions to Albur* 
to the spot, and who were thus com* querque, from the time when they first 
pelled to share its fate, or whose bolder clearly saw that Andalusia was sen* 
spirits were impatient of flight or of oualy threatened, exhibits their inca- 
submission, joined in imprecations pacity and their wavering councils in 
upon the government, by which they the most extraordinary manner. A 
believed themselves to have been sa- month before tjie attack wtd made, 
crificed ; — whether the cause had that able general, the Italy awe^vejbose 
been guilt or imbecility, the effect to talents were equal to the exigency, 
the country was the same. On the warned them that the pass of Almar 
20th, the juuta announced that the den was threatened, and, explaining 
pass of Almadeu had been forced ; but in what manner such a movtotufefot on 
the danger, they taid, was not so the part of the enemy would threaten 
gieat as tenor might perhaps repre- his own position, observed how eXpe- 
scut it. The division which had been dient it was to call his troops from 
stationed theie, and which was* far Truxdlo and the advanced posts upon 
too weak to nruiutain the post, was gone the Tagus: hiB head quarters at this 
to joiu Alburquerque, who threaten- time were at Don Benito* The su- 
ed the flank of the enemy ; the Duke ewer was, that if theenetay ft&de the 
del Parque was advancing by lapid movement which he apprehended, he 
marches ; their junction would form must endeavour to prevent them, by 
an army far superior to the Fiench taking a good position, where he 
force at Almaaen, who would thus might light them to advantage ; mfean- 
be checked in their career, or driven time the force at Truxdlo must not 
back; while Areizaga’s army occupi- be lessened, and he must not forget 
cd the other passes, and wa3 ready to to leave a competent garrison its fia- 
hasten to the defence of Seville, whe- dajoz, J3y another dispatch they an- 
ther also the two dukes would repair in jotned him to act offensively and with 
caseof necessity. This, they said, was energy, to destroy tha plans of the 
the true state of things, which the French from penetrating by the road 
government had neither exaggerated, of La Plato. Another ordered him 
. noi dissembled. They had issued to hold himself ready-to march as soon 
orders lor marching off all the men in as he received instructions ; and had 
arms who could be collected to join he been a man of less decision* would 
the armies, and for supplying them; thus have suspended Us moveroerits 
and they called upon the people of till these instructions arrived*. His 
this capital to lay aside all terror, all army was thus upon the Guadha? 
idea of confusion or tumult, and did- when the passes were forced, and the 
play .the same courage and calmness enemy moved a column along the road 
as they had so honourably manifested de la Plata* in order to occupy Gua- 
in times of grpatcr danger. The French dalcanal, and thus prevent him from 
depended more upon the distrust and entering Andalusia* This purpose 

9 
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Alburquerque understood, and made 
his own movements so judiciously, 
that when they expected to take easy 
possession of Guadalcanal, they found 
him there with the main body of his 
inf antr y, while the horse escorted his 
artillery to St Olalla and Ronquillo ; 
and thus the whole army was ready to 
move whenever its services were re- 
quired. Here he received those in- 
structions for which he was too zea> 
laus a patriot, as well as too good an 
officer to wait. They directed him 
to approach the enemy as near as pos- 
sible, to oppose them if they attempt- 
ed to enter Andalusia, and if they 
should retreat to La Mancha f to ha- 
rass them as much as possible ; for it 
appears that the junta even indulged 
this hope. Alburquerque informed 
them, that an army, consisting of 8000 
disposable men, and 600 horse, could 
not approach very near to watch the 
movements of a hostile force, more 
than threefold its own number ; if 
be added to his own little division 
that which was destined to garrison 
Badajoz, an important place, which 
had at this time scarcely 400 effeeth c 
men, it would only increase his own 
troops to 11,700, which would still 
lit insufficient either to occupy the line 
of defence, which they instructed him 
to take up, or to observe the enemy 
with any hope of impeding them. 
Nevertheless he would'do all that was 
possible- On the 21st, the junta or- 
dered him to march immediately for 
Cordova, in consequence of the ene- 
my's having occupied the pass called 
Puerto del Rey ; the next morning 
they, summoned him to Seville, by 
.the shortest route, and with the ut- 
most expedition ; and before night 
changed their purpose, and dispatch- 
ed another express, ordering him to 
Cordova. This vacillation was im- 
puted to treason, especially as the 
voi. hi. pari i. 


war minister, D, Antonio Coftirf, had 
long been suspected by the p«toplt\ 
Certain it is, that if Albuiqucrqiiehad 
obeyed these orders, his own aimy 
must have been cut off, and Cadi/ 
would inevitably have been taken by 
the enemy, according to then t iun 
and exportation ; but the cnoi th * 
junta, on this occasion, is '•uffiriently 
accounted for by their incapacity 
and their alarm. 

The termination of their power was 
at hand. When this last order was ex- 
pedited to Alburquerque, every houi 
brought fr6sh tidings of the progress 
of the enemy, and the murmurs of the 
people became louder as their agita- 
tion increased, and their danger ap- 
peared more imminent. The junta 
were hastening their departure for Ca- 
di/ ; their equipages were ronveyi cl to 
the quays, and the papers from the 
public offices embarked on the Gua- 
dalquiver. This alone would have 
informed the populace of the teal 
state of things, even if it had been 
possible to keep them in ignoi »ncc 
of the disasters which so many breath- 
less couriers announced. During the 
nights of the 226. and 23d, the pa- 
t roles were doubled ; no distu l bailee, 
however, took place; the agents of the 
Count de Montijo, and II. Francis- 
co Palafox, were preparing to strike 
an effectual blow, and carefully pre- 
vented a premature explosion. On 
the morning of tlic 2kh, the people 
assembled m the square of St Fran- 
cisco, and in front of the Alca/ar ; 
some, giving full way to indignation, 
demanded that the\:entral junta should 
be deposed ; others, more violent in t heir 
rage, cried out, that they should hrput 
to death ; but the universal cry wps, 
that the city should be defend ; and 
they took arms tumultuously, forb-idc 
all persons to loflvc the city, and pa- 
trolled the streets in numerous small 
j 2 ss 
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parties to s^that this prohibition was 
observed. The tumult began at e.ght 
in the morning, and in the course of 
two hours became general : they who 
secretly directed it, cned out that the 
junta of Seville should assume the go- 
vernment, writ to the Carthusian 
convent in which Montijo and D. 
Francisco PAilux were confined, <le- 
1m red then', and by acclimation call- 
ed upon JD. Tram isco do Saavedra to 
uh«* upon him the du action of pub- 
lic ill iirs in this en»( igrncy. 

Saavedra, at that time minister of 
finance aud ptesident of the junta of 
Seville, w-ts a man of great ability, 
eloquence, and ui. louhlcd patiiol l an ; 
but he wat ad .anted in year., and it 
v as believed that poison had been ad- 
nunistued him, at the instigation of 
the infamous Godfty which had in 
borne degree affected his intellects. 
Whatever truth there may have b-^en 
in this, it is certain that he betray cd 
no want either of intellect oi exertion 
on this occasion ; hr calmed the peo- 
ple by consenting to guide them ; as- 
sembled the members of the provin- 
cial junta ; issued a proclamation en- 
joining the Sevilliam. to remain tran- 
quil j sent off tidings of the revolu- 
tion which had been effected to the 
other juntas ; and by making new ap- 
pointments, and dispatching new or- 
ders to the armies, satisfied <he po- 
pulace for the time. Montijo left 
the city to assist in collecting the 
scattered troops of the central army* 
which Blake was appointed to com- 
mand ; and Romana was re-nomina- 
ted to the army of the left, from which 
the late junta had removed him. The 
pco|ftfc however, called upon Romana 
to take upon himself the defence of 
thpeity, and stoppi d Hi-* horses at the 
gifte to detain him ; but Romana, brave 
and patriotic as he iv«s, was not a man 
like ralafox, who could depend upon 


popular enthusiasm, because he par- 
took it himself, and possessed the ge- 
nius whit h could direct, command, and 
sustain it. The vntues of the Zara- 
gozans indetd appeared in a stronger 
light than ever, when it was seejj 
villainously th*» cities of Andalusia' 
submitted to the enemy. Tins had 
been foreseen at Seville, and the cen- 
tral junta had been urged to blow up 
the cannon foundry, and destroy all 
the *»toros which they could not re- 
move ; but rvesy thing was left to 
the enemy. Romana* evading the po. 
puLco, hastened to Badajoz, tp pro- 
tect tfu* important fort) css, as the 
b(“*t service which he could peiform ; 
while Seville, in spite of the disposi- 
tion of its inhabitants, followed the 
fate of Madrid, and received the 
yok^. 

But the possession of the country, 
and all the open towns, was of little 
iinpoitancc when compared with that 
of Cadi/. If it were possible that 
the fate of Spain could depend upon 
any single event, that event would 
have been the capture of Cadiz at this 
time ; end the French therefore push- 
ed on for it with even more than their 
accustomed rapidity. The city w»as 
utterly unprepared for an attack ; 
there were not a thousand troops in 
the Isle of Leon, and not volunteers 
enough to man the works ; the bat- 
tery of Sf. Fernando, one of us main 
bulwarks of defence, was unfinished. 
While the scene of action was at a dis- 
tance, the people of Cadiz thought 
the danger was remote also, and but 
for the genius and decision-of a single 
man, Buonaparte might have executed 
his threat of taking vengeance for the 
loss of his squadron. 

At four on the mbrning of the 24th, 
the Duke de Alburquerque received 
that dispatch from the central junta, 
which, countermanding his march to 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


Chap. 1&] 

Seville, ordered him to make for Cor- 
dova. A couutcr-order of some kind 
or other he seems to have expected ; 
for, in acknowledging this dispatch, 
he expressed his satisfaction in having 
been right in not commencing his 
* according to the instructions 

received the preceding night, in which 
case he mu*L have had the inconveni- 
ence of a counter-march } at the same 
time he said, that the troops which 
he had directed to garrison Badajoz, 
and which he was now ordered to re- 
call, could not join him without great 
danger, and without leaving that place 
defenceless, — a point of such import- 
ance, that though these orders were 
positive, he would not obey them 
unless they were repeated. At this 
time he was at Pedroso de la Sierra, 
whither he had advanced from Gua- 
dalcanal, pursuant to the first instruc- 
tions, requiring him to move upon 
Cordova. There was the Guadal- 
quiver to cross, and Alburquerque, 
not being certain that his artillery 
could pass the bridge of Triana, de- 
termined to have it ferried over at 
Cantillana. He was near that ferry 
when the last dispatches from the 
central junta reached him, written on 
the 23(1, and repeating the order to 
march towards Cordova ; but Albur- 
querque at this time knew that the 
: unta were flyingfrom Seville, though 
they had given him no intimation of 
their design, and knew also that Cor- 
dova must now be in the enemy's pos- 
session. He did not therefore hesi* 
tate for a moment to disobey orders 
which must have led to the destruc- 
tion of his little army,— an army, in 
the fate of which, inconsiderable as 
it was, the fate of Spain was more 
essentially involved, than in that of 
any which she had yet sent into the 
field. Having crossed at Cantilla- 
na, he made the main body proceed 


Ifr' 

to Carmona, while he himself, with 
part of his little cavalry, advanced 
towards Ecija, where the French had 
already arrived, to ascertain their 
movements, and if possible to alarm 
them by his own, and make them 
imagine that hie army covered Seville ; 
But the French general, as well as Al- 
burquerque, was aware that Seville was 
a point of far inferior importance to 
that upon which the invaders had lixed 
their attention $ and the enemy were 
now pushing on the chief part of tlicii 
force by El Arahal and Moron to 
Utrera, in order to cut off the duke 
from Cadiz. The least delay or in- 
decision, from the moment that able 
general began his march, woufd have 
proved fatal ; instantly perceiving the 
object of the enemy, lie ordered his • 
little army to make for Utrera, where 
his artillery and cavalry arrived al- 
most at the same time as the French ; 
from thence he marched with the in- 
fantry by Las Cabeza3 to Lebrija, 
across the marsh, at a season when it 
was deemed impracticable ji thus ena- 
bling it to reacn Xerez in time, while 
the cavalry accompanied the artillery 
along the high road, skirmishing as it 
retreated, delaying the pursuers, and 
sacrificing itself For the preservation 
of the rest of the army and of Cadiz. 

On the night of the 30th, he perform- 
ed thi$ march from Utrera to Le- 
brija, and on the same night the peo- 
ple of Cadiz were relieved from tneii 
fears, by an express from him, saying, 
that he was between them ana the 
French, and should reach the city in 
time to save it. «On the following 
morning he reached Xeres, having 
gained a day's march upon the ene- 
my s they foudd themselves outstript 
in rapidity, |nd outmanoeuvred ; and 
on the morning of the 2d of February, 
Alburquerque, .with his 8000 men, 
entered the I&Ie of Leon, having ac- 
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compli&hed a inarch of 65 leagues, 
260 English miles. Thus Cadi/ was 
saved. 

Yet the means of defence had been 
so scandalously neglected, that Al- 
burquerque himself asserts, the Isle 
of !Leon must have been lost if the 
French, who pursued, had ventured to 
make a spirited attack upon it ; and 
Cadi/, would then speedily have sha- 
red the same fate. In general, the 
French calculate with sufficient con- 
fidence upon the errors of their ene- 
mies,— -a confidence which has rarely 
deceived them in the field, and has 
almost invariably succeeded in nego- 
tiation. Heie, however, they did not 
think it possible thgt works bo es- 
sential to the salvation of the govern- 
ment should have been left unfinish- 
ed ; and, knowing that the troops 
were under a man whom they trusted 
and loved, they knew that, naked, and 
exhausted, and half-starved as they 
were, behind walls and rampaits they 
would prove desperate opponents. 
Having saved this important place by 
his presence, the duke lost no time in 
securing it ; he exerted himself night 
and day ; the people, who, as he says, 
when they are guided by their first 
feelings, usually see things as they are, 
blessed him as their preserver, and he 
was appointed governor as it were by 
acclamation. < 

While Alburqucrquc was on his 
march, a new government had been es- 
tablished. Venegas hadbeen appointed 
governorof Cadiz by the central junta, 
apparently as a reward for that blind 
obedience to their instructions, which, 
moie than any other circumstance, 
frustrated Sir Arthur Wellesley’s 
victory. Both Mr Frere and the 
British general distrusted his military 
talents. The people of Cadiz, with 
less justice, suspected his fidelity, and 
be was not without fear that he might 


become the victim of tlielr suspicion 
in some fit of popular resentment. 
His danger became greater as soon 
as it was known that the central jun- 
ta had been deposed at Seville, and 
were flying in various directions | fout 
Venegas, with a prudent foresight, 
went to the cabildo, and, saying that 
the government from which he bad 
received his appointment existed no 
longer, resigned his command into 
their hands, and offered to perform 
any duty to which they should japn; 
point him. This well-timed act of 
submission had all the effect which 
he could wioh ; the cabildo were flat* 
tered by it ; th» more 60 , because 
sbeh deference of the military to the 
civil authority was altogether unpre- 
cedented in that country, and the} 
requested him to continue lus powci , 
and act as their president, till a junta 
could be elected for the government 
of the town. Measuies were imme- 
diately taken for chusing this junta, 
and the election was made in the 
freest and fairest manner. A ballot- 
ting-box was carried from house to 
house ; the head of every family voted 
for an electoral body ; and this body, 
consisting of about thieescore poi- 
sons, then elected the junta, who were 
eighteen in number. A mode of 
election so perfectly free and unob- 
jectionable, gave to the junta of Ca- 
diz a proportionate influence over the 
people ; but they themselves, proud 
of being, as they imagined, the onlj 
legally constituted body in Spain, 
became immediately jealous of their 
power, and hostile to the establishment 
of any other. 

It was, however, essential to the 
salvation of the country that some 
government should be established, 
which would be recognised by the 
whole of Spain. The members of 
the central junta, who had arrived in 
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the Isle of Leon, would fain have 
continued their function b 5 they found 
it was m vain to attempt this, and 
then, yielding to necessity, they suf- 
fered themselves to ho guided by 
Jovellanos, who represented to them 
the necessity of appointing a regency, 
not including any individual of their 
own body. Mr Frere, acting as Bri- 
tish minister till Mai quis Wellesley’s 
successor should arrive, exerted that 
influence which he so deservedly pos- 
sessed, first to enforce the advice of 
Jovellanos upon his colleagues, and 
afterwards to make the junta of Ca- 
diz assent to the only measure which 
could preserve their country from an- 
archy; but this junta were so little dis- 
posed to acknowledge any authority 
except thei r own, that, unless the whole 
influence of the British minister had 
been zealously exerted, their acquies- 
cence would not have been obtained. 
The Archbishop of Laodicea, who 
was president of the ceutral junta, 
with the deputies Valdes and Ovalle, 
had been seized at Xercz, and were in 
imminent danger from the blind fury 
of the populace, if some wise and re- 
solute Spaniards had not come for- 
ward and saved them, by persuading 
the mob to put them in confinement 
in the Carthusian convent, as prisoners 
of state. They were indebted for 
their liberation to Castanos, who was 
then in the Isle of L*eon, and took 
measures for having them safely con- 
ducted there. Their arrival made 
the number of members three-and- 
twenty ; and on the 29 th of January 
this government issued its last decree. 
Voluntarily they cannot be said to 
•have resigned their power as a body, 
but the same presiding mind which 
pervaded their former writings, made 
then resign it with dignity. u Ha- 
ving,” they said, ** reassembled in the 
Isle of Leon, pursuant to their de- 
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crete of the thirteenth, the dangers of 
the state were greatly augmented, al- 
though less by the progress of the 
enemy than by the internal convul- 
sion which threatened it. The change 
of government which they themselves 
had announced, but had reserved fur 
the cortes to effect, could no longer 
be deferred without mortal danger 
to the country. But that change 
ought not to be the deed of a single 
body, 4 a single place, or a single in- 
dividual ; for in such case, that which 
ought to be the work of prudence 
ana of the law, would be the work of 
agitation and tumult ; and a faction 
would do that, which ought only to 
be done by the ^yhole nation, or by 
a body lawfully representing it. The 
fatal consequences which would re- 
sult from such»a disorder were appa- 
rent ; there was no wise citizen who 
did not perceive, and no Frenchman 
who did not wish for them. If the 
urgency of present calamities, and 
the public opinion which was go- 
verned by them, required the imme- 
diate establishment of a council of 
regency, the appointment of that 
council belonged to none but the su- 
preme authority, established by the 
national will, obeyed by it, ami ac- 
knowledged by the provinces, the 
armies, the allies, and the colonies of 
Spain $ the sole legitimate authority, 
which represented the unity of the 
power of the monarchy.” 

After this preamble, they nomina- 
ted as regents, Don Pedro de Queve- 
do y Quintana, the Bishop of Orense; 
D. Francisco de Saavedra, late pre- 
sident of the junta of Seville 5 Gene- 
ral Castanos ; .Don Antonio dc Es* 
cano, minister of marine ; and D. Es- 
teban Fernandez de Leon, a member 
of the council of the Indies, as the 
representative of the colonies* To 
these persons the junta transferred 
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all their authority 5 providing, how- 
ever, that they should only retain it 
till the cortes were assembled, who 
were then to determine what form of 
government should be adopted ; and 
that the means which were thus pro- 
vided for the ultimate welfare qf the 
nation might not be defeated, the re- 
gents, when they took their oath to 
the junta, should swear also that they 
would verify the meeting of the cortes 
at the time which had been appoint- 
ed. The new government was to be 
installed on the third day after this 
decree. The junta accompanied the 
decree with a farewell address to the 
people', condemning the tumult at Se- 
ville, and Justifying&themselve9, like 
men who felt that they had been un- 
justly accused, because they had been 
unfortunate. Neither cbeir incessant 
application to the public weal, they 
said, had been sufficient to accomplish 
what they desired, nor the disinte- 
restedness with which they had served 
their country, nor their loyalty to 
their beloved but unhappy king, nor 
their hatred to the tyrant and to eve- 
ry kind of tyranny. Ambition, and 
intrigue, and ignorance had been too 
powcifuh M Ought we,” they said, 

** to have let the public revenues be 
plundered, which base interest and 
selfishness were seeking to drain off 
by a thousand ways ? Could we satis- 
fy the ambition of those who did not 
believe themselves sufficiently reward- 
ed with three or four steps of promo- 
tion in a* many months ? or, could 
we, notwithstanding the moderation 
which has been the character of our 

§ ovcrnment, forbear to correct with 
ae authority of the Saw, the faults 
occasioned by that spirit of faction, 
which fvas impudently proceeding to 
destroy order, introduce anarchy, and 
miserably ovci throw the state P* 

Then drawing a rapid sketch of the 
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exertions which they had made since 
they were driven from Ar&njuez, — 
“ Events,” they said, « have been un- 
successful, but was the fate of battles 
in our hands ? And when these rever- 
sea arc remembered, why should it-be 
forgotten that we have maintained our 
intimate relations with the friendly 
powers; that we have drawn closet 
the bonds of fraternity with our A- 
mericas 5 and that we have resisted 
with dignity the perfidious overtures 
of the usurper f But nothing could 
restrain the hatred which, from the 
hour of its installation, was sworn 
against the junta. Its orders were 
always ill interpreted, and never well 
obeyed.” Then, touching upon the 
insults and dangers to which they'batf 
been exposed in the insurrection at Se- 
ville, — “ Spaniard-*,” they continued, 
w thus it is that those men have been 
persecuted and defamed, whom you 
chose for your representatives ; they 
who without guards, without troops, 
without punishment*, confiding them- 
selves to the public faith, exercised 
tranquilly, under its protection, those 
august functions witn which you had 
invested them. And who are they, 
mighty God ! who persecute them ? the 
same who, front its installation, have 
laboured to destroy the junta fa m its 
foundations ; the same who ha\e in- 
troduced disorder into the cities, di- 
vision into the armies, insubordination 
into the constituted authorities. The 
individuals of the government are nei- 
ther impeccable nor perfect ; they 
are men, and as such liable to human 
weakness and error. But ‘as public 
administrators, as your representa- 
tives, they will reply to the imputa-* 
tions of these agitators, and shew them 
where good faith aud patriotism ha \t 
been found, and where ambitious pas- 
sions, which incessantly ha\c destroy- 
ed the bowels of the country. Re- 
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duccd from henceforward by our own 
choice to the rank of simple i itizens, 
without any other reward than the 
remembrance of the zeal and of the 
labours which r.c have employed in 
the pujblic service, we are ready, or, 
more tiftly, wc are anxious, to reply 
to our unjust calumniators before the 
cortes, or the tribunal which it shall 
appoint# Let them fear, not us > let 
them fear, who have seduced the sim- 
ple, corrupted the vile, and agit ated the 
furious; let them fear* who, m the mo- 
meat of the greatest danger, w hen the 
edifice of the state could i,caice resist 
the shock from without, have applied 
to it thetorchof dissention, to reduceit 
to ashes. Remember, Spaniaid:., thfc 
fijjeof Porto ! an internal tumult, ex- 
cited by the French themselves, open- 
ed its gates to Soult, who did not ad- 
vance his troops to occupy it till a po- 
pular tumult had rendered its defence 
impossible. The junta warned you 
against a similar fate after the bat- 
tle of Medellin, at the appearance of 
the symptoms of that discord which 
has now with such hazard declared 
itself. Recover yourselves, and do 
not accomplish these mournful pre- 
sentiments. 

“ Stroug, however, as we are in the 
testimony of our own consciences, 
andsecurein that we have done for the 
good of the state as much as the si- 
tuation pf things and? circumstances 
placed within our reach, the coun- 
try and opr own honour demand from 
us the las^ proof of our zeal, ahd re- 
quire us to lay down an authority, 
the continuance of which might draw 
on new disturbances and dissentions. 
Yes, Spaniards, your government, 
which, from the hour of its installa- 
tion, lias omitted nothing which it 
believed could accomplish the public 
wish ; which, as a faithful steward, 
has giyen to all the resources that 


have reached its hands no other des- 
tination than the sacred wants- of the 
country ; which has fiankly publish- 
ed its proceedings; and which has 
gi\en the greatest proof of it, derire 
for your welfare, by convoking a 
cortes more numerous and free than 
any which the monarchy has ever yet 
witnessed, resigns willingly the powi r 
and authority which you have confi- 
ded to it, and transfers them to tin* 
council of regency, which it has es- 
tablished by the decree of this day. 
May your new governors be more for- 
tunate in their proceedings, and the 
individuals of the supreme junta will 
envy them nothing but the glyiy of 
having saved their country, and deli- 
vered their king*” 

Three of the members of the re- 
gency were well-known characters. 
The Bishop ot Orcnsc was venerable 
for his patriotism, as well as foi Iu<j 
age and exemplary virtues ; no man 
had contributed more signally to rouse 
and maintain the spirit of the coun. 
try. Castanos had received from the 
junta a species of ill treatment, which 
was in the spirit of the old govern- 
ment. Having delivered up the wreck 
of his army, during its retreat, to La 
Pena, lie followed the junta to Se- 
ville, and before he entered the citv 
announced his arrival, and demanded 
that a manifesto should be published 
declaring the sta^te of the army which 
he had loft, to undeceive the people, 
and justify him. After some evasive 
answers which were soon changed 
for a sterner tone, lie was ordered to 
remain in the convent of St I&idro 
del Canipo, at Santifronce, in a state 
little differing from that of a prison- 
er. Here he Continued to demand 
that his conduct should be investiga- 
ted, or that he should be permitted 
td publish his. justification ; the re- 
ply was an crd^i to retire to his ow* 
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house at Algeziras. The defeat at 
Tudela would not have cast even a 
momentary cloud over the character 
of Castanos, if Palafox and O’Ncille 
had not loudly accused him of mis- 
conduct, and their charges had ap- 
peared in the government gazette. 
O’Neille perished at Zaragoza, and 
Palafox was in that hopeless captivity 
to which the base baibarian whom he 
had so gloriously resisted condemns 
all those brave men whom the fate of 
war has placed in hi« power. But 
though their testimony could not be 
obtained to support the opinion which 
they had expressed, there were offi- 
cers enough of rank remaining of 
that army to have answered the pur- 
pose of inquiry ; and inquiry was 
equally due to the country and to 
Castanos, even if his former services 
had gi\tn him no claim upon the gra- 
titude of Spain. Pioceedings were 
instituted, hut in the slow and dila- 
tory manner of the old government, 
under which years used to pass away, 
and the sufferers died and were for- 
gotten, before their processes were 
concluded. The name of Castanos, 
however, was connected with that of 
13a) lui, to Reding's wi ong ; and Bay- 
len was remembered when the accu- 
sations of Palafox and O’Neille were 
no longci thought of. The people 
of Algeziras, greatly to their lfanour, 
mounted a \olunleer guai cl before the 
house, as a maik of icspect ; and the 
junta, in the last day^ of their admi- 
nistration, w hen they tui ned their eyes 
about in disk ess, called upon him to 
take the command 1 , and resume the 
rank of captain-general of the four 
kingdoms of Andalusia. The call 
was too late, but he came to the Isle 
of Leon ifl time to rescue thice of the 
members of that body from the popu- 
lace of Xercz ; and in nominating him 
to tin. regency, they see m to have con- 


sulted the wishes of the people. Saa- 
vedra enjoyed a high reputation, and 
was in full popularity. He had given 
good proof of disinterested zeal du« 
ring the tumult at Seville. Instead 
of securing his own valuable ^private 
property, he occupied himself in calm- 
ing the people, and in preserving the 
public treasure and the more valuable 
public records ; and as there was a 
want of vessels, he embarked the pub- 
lic property on board the one which 
had been hired for his own effects. 
Escano had been minister of marine 
c*r Madrid, and was known as a man 
of business and fidelity. Leon’s ap- 
pointment was not agreeable to the 
junta of Cadiz, who soon felt their 
power, and were determined to de^jfye 
from it as much advantage as possi- 
ble ; he therefore declined accepting 
the office on the plea of ill health, 
and D. Miguel de Lardizabal y Ari- 
ba, a native of the province of Tlax- 
calla, in New Spain, and a member of 
the council of the Indies* was ap- 
pointed in his stead. 

A government was thus formed, 
which, receiving its authority from the 
supreme junta, derived it ultimately 
from the same lawful source, — the 
choice of the people, and the ne- 
cessity of the state. In such times, 
and in a nation which attaches a sort 
of religious reverence to forms, it was 
of prime importance that the legiti- 
macy of the new government should 
be apparent, and its right of succes- 
sion clear and indisputable. For this 
Spain wa& principally indebted to Jo- 
vellanos, the last and not the least ser- 
vice which that irreproachable and 
excellent man rendered to his coun- > 
try. But it was the fate of Jovclla- 
nos, notwithstanding the finest ta- 
lents, the most diligent discharge of 
duty, the purest patriotism, and the 
most unsullied honour, to be through- 
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out his fife the victim of the unhap* 
py circumstances of fijpain. Seven 
years' imprisonment, by the will and 
pleasure of the despicable Godojr, was 
a light evil compared with the injus- 
tice which he now endured from that 
government which he, more than any 
other individual, had contributed to 
appoint and to legitimate. The coun- 
cil of Castile, which first acknow- 
ledged the intruder, and then acknow- 
ledged the junta, in the same time- 
serving spirit attacked the junta now 
that it was fallen, affirmed that its 
power had been a violent usurpation, 
which the nation had rather tolerated 
than consented to, and that the mem- 
bers had exercised this usurped powtr 
contrary to law, and with the most 
open and notorious selfishncso and am- 
bition. The people, not contented with 
their compulsory resignation, accused 
them of having peculated the public 
money ; Tilly and Calvo were put in 
confinement ; but the regency, yield- 
ing to the temper of the times, and 
perhaps courting populanry, fixed on 
all the members of this body the same 
stigma, registered their effects, and 
seized their papers. F.ven Jovelianos 
was ordeied to retire to his own pro- 
vince, which happened at that time 
to be free fiom the enemy, and there 
placed under the inspection of the 
magistrates. This act of cruel injus- 
tice is inexpiably disgraceful to those 
from whom it proceeded ; upon Jo- 
\ellanos. it could entail no disgrace. 
He had long learnt to bear oppres- 
sion, and patiently to suffer wrong ; 
but this injury came with the sting 
of ingratitude, it struck him to the 
heart, and embittered his few remain- 
ing days. 

This rigorous treatment of the cen- 
tral junta was the work of their im- 
placable enemy, the council of Cas- 
tile, a body which they ought to 


have dissolved and branded for its sub- 
mission to the intruder, and. of the 
junta of Cadiz, a corporation equally 
daring and selfish, who thought that 
in proportion as they could blacken 
the character of the former govern- 
ment, thev should increase their own 
credit with the people. The members 
of that government had given the best 
roof of innocence ; not one of them 
ad gone over to the enemy, nor had 
one of them even attempted to con- 
ceal himself at a time when the po- 
pular hatred against them had been 
so violently excited. Several of them 
had embarked on board a Spanish 
frigate for the Canaries ; when then 
baggage was seized, it was, at their 
own request, examined before the 
crew, and the examination proved that ( 
they had scarcely the means of per- 
forming the*voyagc with tolerable 
comfort. Tilly died in prison without a 
trial. This was a thoroughly worthiest* 
man, and it would probably have ap- 
peared that he had found means of 
enriching himself when he was sent, 
in the manner of the republican com- 
missioners in France, to superintend 
the army which defeated Dupont. 
But Calvo, who was arrested also and 
thrown into a dungeon, without a bed 
to lie on or a change of linen, and 
whose wife also was put in confine- 
ment* was perfectly irreproachable in 
his public character. He had been 
one of the prime movers of that spirit 
which has sanctified the name yf Za- 
ragoza, and during the first siege re- 
peatedly led the inhabitants against 
the French. AU his papers had been 
seized ; he repeatedly called upon the 
regency to print every one of them, 
to publish llis accounts, and bring 
him to a public trial ; but lie was no 
more attended to than if he had been 
in the Seven T owrers Constantino- 
ple. After the cortcs assembled he 
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obtained a trial, and was pronounced 
innocent. Calvo’s conduct toward 
Sir Arthur Wellesley undoubtedly 
appears suspicious : but he probably 
acted under secret instructions ; for, 
by some strange mispohey, the jun- 
ta at that time employed every dis- 
honourable artifice to render the Eng* 
lidli unpopular. 

The French meantime, as soon as 
they had forced the ill-defended passes 
of the Sierra Morena, advanced with- 
out resistance, and sent off detach- 
ments in every direction to take pos- 
session of the country. Jaen, which 
had boasted of its preparations for 
defencp, where six-and-forty pieces of 
cannon had been mounted, and mili- 
tary 6tores laid m t& resist a siege, 
submitted as tamely as the poorest 
and most defenceless village. Gra- 
nada, also, where a crusade had been 
preached, was taken possession of 
by SebaGtiani. The people of Al- 
hama were the first who opposed the 
enemy ; their town, which had only 
the ruins of Moorish works to pro- 
tect it, was canied by storm, and Se- 
bastian) fought his way from Anti- 
ques to Malaga through armed citi- 
zens and peasantry, headed by priesti 
and monks. This insurrection, as the 
French termed it, by the confession 
of the insolent invaders, put on an 
alarming appearance ; and it in evi- 
dent, from the measures taken and 
the struggle made by this hasty and 
undisciplined multitude, that if the 
provincial authorities had displayed 
common prudence in preparing for 
the invasion, and common spirit in re- 
sisting it, Andalusia might have pro- 
ven the grave of all the French who 
entered fcwrti. While Sebastiani thus 
overran Granada, Mortier was de- 
tached oti the other hand to occupy 
Estr^madura, which it was thought 
was K ft exposed by the retreat of the 


English j but Alburquerque, disobey- 
ing the express commands of the su- 
preme junta, had garrisoned Badajor, 
and here therefore the progress of the 
enemy was checked. 

The intruder, following fiis armies, 
and thinking to obtain possession of 
Cadiz, and destroy the legitimate go- 
vernment of Spain, issued a procla- 
mation at Cordova, characterized by 
the usual jmpiety, ferocity, and false- 
hood, which has marked the whole 
proceedings of the French in this 
most atrocious usurpation- w The 
moment was arrived,” he said, “ when 
the Spaniards could listen with ad- 
vantage to the truths which he was 
about to utter. Thinking person* 
well knew, that for more than a cen- . 
t u ry the force of circumstances, which 
masters all events, had determined 
that Spain should be the friend and 
ally of France. When an extraor- 
dinary revolution hurled from the 
throne the house which reigned in 
France, it was the duty of the Spa- 
nish branch to support it, and not lay 
down its arms until it was re-establish- 
ed, to preserve itself from the same 
fate. But it required a spirit of he- 
roism to adopt such a resolution, and 
the cabinet of Madrid thought it bet- 
ter to wait for that from the progress 
of time, which it wanted courage to 
obtain by arms.” This truth, for 
such the intruder might well call this 
part of the proclamation, marks, as 
much as the falsehoods which accom- 
panied it, the devilish spirit by which 
the French councils have so Kong been 
possessed} having allured the Spa- 
nish Bourbons by oaths and treaties 
to their own destruction, France now 
reproached them with the very con- 
duct which she had tempted them to 
ursue. The paper proceeded to af- 
rm, that during its whole alliance 
with France, Spain was .watching an 
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opportunity of falling upon hery-an 
assertion notoriously and even ridicu- 
lously false. « The couqueror of Eu- 
rope, it continued, u would not al- 
low himself to be duped. The -princes 
of theJiouseof Spain, not having the 
courage to fight, renounced the crown, 
and were content to make stipula- 
tions for their private interests. The 
Spanish grandees, the generals, the 
chiefs of the nation, recognised these 
truths. I,” said the intruder, u re- 
ceived their oaths at Madrid, but the 
occurrence at Baylcn threw every 
thing into confusion. The timid be- 
came alarmed, but the enlightened 
and conscientious remained true to 
t»e. A new continental war, and the 
assistance of England, prolonged an 
unequal contest, of which the nation 
feels all the horrors. The issue was 
never doubtful, and the fate of arms 
has now declared so. If tranquillity 
is not immediately restored, who can 
foresee the consequence of such blind 
obstinacy ? It is the interest of France 
to preserve Spain entire and indepen- 
dent, if she becomeagainhcrfriendand 
ally ; but if she continue her enemy, 
it is the duty of France to weaken, to 
dismember, and to destroy her. God, 
who reads the hearts of men, knows 
with what view I thus address you. 
Spaniards ! the irrevocable destiny is 
not yet pronounced. Cease to suffer 
yourselves to be duped by the pas- 
sions excited by the common enemy. 
Employ your understanding : it will 
point out to you in the French troops, 
friends who are ready to defend you. 
It is yet time ; rally around me 1 May 
this open to Spain a new era of glory 
and happiness.” 

If the Spaniards had had as httlc 
wisdom, or as little > sense of honour 
and duty, as the antitSpaniard party 


in England, they would have believed 
the intruder, and submitted to him. 
This party, who, at the time of Sir 
John Moore's retreat, told us that the 
Spaniards had then yielded, and that 
their fete was decided, now declared, 
with a little more prudence in their 
rediction, that “ the Spanish chiefs 
ad only a * little hour to fret and 
strut.” The king’s message at the 
meeting of parliament, declaring that 
Great Britain would continue ner as- 
sistance to the great cause of Spain, 
as the most important considerations 
of policy and of good faith required, 
excited in them the most gloomy fore- 
bodings. i( We wcie then still,” they 
said, “ to cling to the forlorn nope of 
maintaining a footing in Portugal ! 
Our resources were still farther to be • 
drained in supporting our ally, or ra- 
ther in supporting a system which did 
not arouse its own people to its de- 
fence ; and for our efforts, however 
strenuous, in the support of which we 
didnot receive either their gratitude or 
their co-operation. But Lord Gren- 
ville would bring the policy of the 
measure into discussion, and it would 
receive from his luminous mind tin 
illustration that would make it clear 
to the meanest capacity, — except per. 
haps to that ofhismajrsty’sininistei s.’* 
fi It was reported,” they said, “ thn 
the English army lnd made a retio- 
j*rade movement to Lisbon, and ac- 
tually embarked in the transports at 
the mouth of the Tagus. Having uni- 
formly declared their opinion, th it tin * 
expedition, ueder Lord Wcln yto/., 
injurious t(9 the most iMpoiiant 
interests of the country, a . tl.^y af- 
fected both its resources and if * cha- 
racter, they should most sincerely and 
warmly congratulate the public it such 
were itb f termination. ’* That 1 *, thev 


* Edinburgh Review. 
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would have congratulated us if we “We are supported, ” said Romana 
had broken our faith, deserted our to his countrymen, M by the illustri- 
allica, fled before our enemies, left ous and gallant English nation, who 
Buonaparte to obtain possession of are united with the brave Portugueze, 
Cadiz and Lisbon, and then waited our brethren, possessing a common in- 
tremblingly for him upon our own terest with our&elves, and who.never 
shores, with our resources carefully will abandon us.” The people and 
husbanded till it pleased him to come the government had the same confi* 
and take them ! dence in British honour. English and 

« It has been conjectured,” said Portugueze troops hastened from Lis- 
these hopeful politicians, u that Ca- bon to assist in the defence of Cadiz, 
diz might be abundantly supplied and Ceuta wa3 delivered in trust to an 
from the opposite coast of Barbary. English garrison. 

But those who hazarded this opinion The Isle of Leon forms an irregu- 
were not precisely informedof the state lar triangle, of which the longest side 
of things ou the African coast. The is separated from the main land by a 
Empeior of Morocco was at present, channel,* died the rivcrofSanti Petri, 
from some cause unexplained, ex- ten miles in length, and navigable for 
tromely unfriendly to his Christian the largest ships. This side is strongly 
neighbours. Cadiz, to be sure, was fortified, and the situation also is pecu- 
an interesting point, which it was our liarly strong. The bridge of Zuazo, 
interest to maintain as long as possi- built originally by the Romans, over 
ble ; but at the same time they had the channel, is flanked with batteries, 
no expectation that Cadiz, when real- and communicates with the continent 
ly attacked, could long hold out. It by a causeway over impassable marsh- 
could not be supplied with fuel witli es. There are two towns upon the is- 
which to bake bread for the inhabi- land; that which bears the same name, 
tants for one * week.” While this and which contains about 1<0,0()0 inha- 
party thus displayed their presumptu- bitants, is nearly in the middle of the 
ous ignorance, and vented their bitter isle ; the other, called StCarlos, which 
mortification in insults against the btands a little to the north, is newly 
ministry and against our allies, they erected, and consists chiefly of bar- 
endeavoured to direct our attention racks aud other public buildings, 
towaid the Spanish colonies, saying Cadiz stands on the end of a tongue 
that our great, and indeed our* only of land seven miles in length, extend- 
object, was to establish a mercantile ing from the isle into the bay ; this 
connection with the empire which was isthmus is from a quarter to half a 
to be erected there, and recommend- mile broad, flanked on one side by 
ing that we should take immediate the sea, and on the other by the bay 
measures for assisting the emigration of Cadiz. Along this istnmus, an 
of the Spanish patriots ! Happily the enemy who had made himself master 
councils of Great Britain were di- of the island must pass ; new batte- 
lected by wiser heads, and the pa- ries had been formed, new works 
triots of, Spain actuated by better thrown up, and mines dug; and if all 
principles and by a braver spirit, these obstacles were overcome, they 

* Morning Chronicle, March 1, ibid. It would have been worthy of the saga- 
city of the writer to have suggested a supply of Florida turf. 
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would then be opposed bv regular 
fortifications, upon which the utmost 
care and expence had been bestowed 
to render the city impregnable. Be- 
fore this unexpected and unexampled 
aggression of Fiance, the great ob- 
ject o£S:he Spanish government had 
been to render Cadiz secure from the 
sea ; as 6oon, therefore, as the ap- 
proach of the enemy was certain, one 
of the first operations was to demo- 
lish all those works on the main land 
from whence the shipping could be 
annoyed. In thfe service the British 
sailors were employed. The Spa- 
niards, meantime, roused by the exer- 
tion and example of Alburquerque, 
as much as by the immediate danget, 
laboured at the new works, which 
they had hitherto neglected, and care- 
fully removed every building on the 
isthmus. Night and day these works 
were carried on, and the sound of 
explosions was almost perpetual. All 
the wood of the buildings which had 
been thus destroyed was taken into 
the city for fuel. 

The population of Cadiz is 80, (XX) ; 
the garrison and the fugitives in the 
Isle of Leon were estimated at about 
50,000, and the sailors and prisoners 
nearly 30,000 more : the prisoners were 
confined in hulks, which, on the ap- 
proach of the French, were removed 
loflrer down into the bay, and moored 
under the guns of the*British and Spa- 
nish jships of war. Marshal Victor, be- 
fore he understood how well the isle 
was secured against him, sent a sun*-* 
monstotbeiuntaof Cadiz, telling them 
he was ready to receive their submis- 
sion to King Joseph. Jaen, Cordova, 
Seville, and Granada had received the 
French with every demonstration of 
joy, he expected the same reception 
from the people of Cadiz ; and as the 
fleets andarsenals were the property of 
the nation, demanded that they should 


be preserved for their rightful sove- 
reign. They returned him an answer, 
signed by every individual of their 
body, declaring that they acknow- 
ledged no one as King of Spain but • 
Ferdinand VII. Soult also, who had 
the command in Andalusia, pursued 
the same system of representing the 
English as the enemies of Spain, and 
in a summons to Alburquerque, in- 
sinuated that it was their wish to 
seize Cadiz for themselves. Albur- 
querque replied, that no such design 
was entertained by the British nation, 
who were as generous as the)” were 
great and brave; their only object 
was to assist in the defence of Cadi/ 
with all the means in which "they 
abounded, an assistance which the 
Spaniards solicited and gratefully re* 
ceived. Cadiz had nothing to foai 
from a force of 100,000 men ; the 
Spaniards knew that the French com- 
manded no more than the ground 
which they covered, and they would 
never lay down their arms till they 
had effected the recovery of their 
rights. 

Victor was left to command the 
siege, if siege it may be called. The 
French occupied the shores of the 
bay, fortified their own position, and 
endeavoured to annoy the shipping 
and the town ; a regular attack upon 
the islp was too perilous for them to 
attempt. The only point from which 
it was supposed possible to injure or 
alarm the town was Fort Matagorda, 
built for the defence of the arsenal, 
opposite to the broadest part of that 
tongue of land which connects Ca- 
diz with the Isle of Leon. From 
hence it was apprehended they might 
be able, with toe largest land mortars, 
to throw shells just to the gates of the 
city. The fort had been dismantled 
at their approach ; but when they be- 
gan tQ reconstruct it, it was thought 
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advisable to disposes them of tins 
point* and endeavour to maintain it 
against them. This was accordingly 
done, and the hasty works which 
could be re-erected weie garrisoned 
by a party of British soldiers and 
sailors ; they deft i.ded it with a brave- 
ry which excited the admiration of 
the Spaniaid* and of the British com- 
m rider at Cadiz, General 
April 22. Graham* for two month?, 
when, seeing it reduced to 
a h» ip of ruins, they abandoned it, 
hawug lost in the last two days 16 
killed and .>7 wounded. The man- 
ner in winch these dismantled works 
wer* defended, taught the French 
what they were lo expect if they at- 
tempted the Isle oftLeon. The Spa- 
niards suffeied a heavier loss from Lhe 
ekments. l)ui mg a tremendous gale, 
which began on the ’iifth of March 
and continued for four. days with un- 
abated violence, a Portuguese 74*, 
two Spanish ships of the same size, 
with one first-rate and a frigate, and 
above forty merchant vessels, were 
driven on shore upon that side of the 
bay which was in possession of the 
enemy. All the ships of war and ma- 
ny of the merchantmen were burnt ; 
nevertheless a considerable booty and 
many priauhers fell into the power of 
the French. After the storm, the 
boats of the Triumph picked up 
nearly 7(KH) boxes of quicksilver, 
which were stowed in the store-room 
and the hold : the heat cracked them, 
several tons of the metal ran through 
the ship, the whole of the provisions 
were spoilt, the shep was sent away 
to be rlcaird at Gibraltar, and about 
;>00 Uve crew were so affected, that 
it was 1 necessary to rdmove them im- 
mediately into transports, many of 
them being in a state from which it 
was not expected that they would 
ft i * :ovt r. 

S 


All eyes were now turned towards 
Cadi?, in expectation of an arduous 
contest ; but hostilities wen? carried 
on there with equal languor on both 
sides. The French made no attempt 
to win the Isle of Leon, and the Spa- 
niards made none to break up the 
land blockade. On the part of the 
enemy, this arose from a conscious- 
ness of the strength of the place j on 
the part of the Spaniards, from want 
of energy in the government, and 
want of spirit in the people of Cadiz. 
The power of* the regency was in 
reality little more than nominal ; with 
the lawful authority which they de- 
rived from the central junta, a por- 
tion of its unpopularity had descend- 
ed to them \ and a feeling seemed to 
prevail, that the men to whom that 
imbecile body had transmitted their 
power could not be worthy of the 
ublic confidence. On the ollur 
and, the junta of Cadiz possessed 
that full confidence which the people 
naturally reposed in a magistracy of 
their own free choice, in addition to 
the influence which their wealth and 
connection gave them. The French 
boasted that the insurrectional go- 
vernment, as they styled it, was con- 
fined to the Isle of Leon ; the asser- 
tion, though it was repeated by their 
semi-allies in England, was as false 
as it was insolent ; but these circum- 
stances gave the junta an ascendancy 
over the regency in the immediate 
seat of government, which paralysed 
their measures, and produced, with 
respect to the colonics, great, if not 
irremediable, evil. 

The regency was established before 
Alburquerquo arrived; that noble 
Spaniard, who never had auy other 
object in view tban the good of his 
country, immediately acknowledged 
it. The service which he had ren- 
dered was so signal, and its import- 
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ance so perfectly understood by all 
the people of Cadiz* that he was de- 
servedly looked upon as the saviour 
of the place, and appointed governor 
in obedience to the general wish. As 
governor he became president of the 
junta, Se Venegas had been before 
him, whose obedient policy was now 
rewarded by the highest station to 
which a subject cduld be appointed, 
that of viceroy of Mexico. Albur- 
qi jerque had not solicited these ap- 
pointments j on the contrary, he re- 
monstrated against them, pointing out 
how impossible it was, that, having 
the command of the army, he could 
attend to these duties at the same 
time; and in consequence of his if. 
presentations, D. Andres Lopez de 
Sagastizabal was nominated to act as 
his deputy in both capacities. The jun- 
ta of Cadiz had obtained their power 
unexceptronably, but nomen ever made 
a more unworthy use of it ; they re- 
luctantly assented to the formation of 
a regency, and when it was formed, 
endeavoured to restrain and overrule 
it, and engross as much authority as 
possible to themselves, in which, un- 
happily for Spain, and more unhappi- 
ly for Spanish America, they were 
bu t too successful. Alburquerquc be- 
« ante the marked object of their dis- 
like, because he had recognized the 
regency at a moment when, if he 
had hesitated, they would have strug- 
gled to got the whole power of go- 
vernment into their own hands. That 
spirit, which bad never condescended 
to conceal its indignant contempt of 
( Jodoy,4-ou!d not stoop to court the 
tut our of a junta of mercantile mono- 
polists. Not that he despised them 
as such ; his Unhid was too full of no- 
hie cut*.* prizes to bestow a thought 
upon them, otherwise than as men 


who were called upon to do their du- 
ty while he did his. 

His first business had been to com- 
plete the unfinished woiks of defence, 
especially the cartadura, or cut across 
the isthmus, where the battery of St 
Fernando was erected, and lest any 
attempt should be made to pass beside 
it at low water, the iron gratings ftom 
the windows of the public buildings 
were removed, and placed on the 
beach as a chevaux-de-frise. While 
these things were going on, the peo- 
ple of Cadiz discovered a disgraceful 
mdolence ; they were to be seen as- 
sembled in crowds on the ramparts, 
wrapt in their long cloaks, and ga- 
zing silently for hours, while the 
English were employed in blowing 
up the forts round the bay ; ap- 
pearing, says an eye witness, indiffe- 
rent spectators of the events around 
them, ratlier than the persons for 
whose security theBC exertions were 
made.* Meantime the troop*?, whose 
i apid march had placed them out of 
fear, were neglected in a injure nol 
less cruel to the individuals than it 
was detrimental to the public sei- 
vice. The points which were to be 
protected were so many, that the num- 
bers of this little army did not suffice 
to guard them, without exhausting 
the men by double duty. Albm* 
qucrqpe requested that the regiment' 
might be filled from the numbu U'f * 
idle inhabitants of the isle and of Ca- 
diz, who, while they wcic idle, were 
•at such a lime worse than useless 
Unless this were done, he said, it 
was not only impossible for his men 
to undertake any offensive opeiati uu-, 
or even to improve thcm c chcs ri ois- 
cipline, bul {hey would be wasted 
away with fatigue loi v quent liu 
firraities. These representations were 


* J.icob'i Travel 
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in vain ; neither was he more success- 
ful in railing jtheir pay, a supply 
of clothings of which they stood so 
evidently in need* and those common 
comforts in their quarters, which were 
as requisite for health as for decency. 
The junta of Cadiz had seven hun- 
dred pieces of cloth in their posses- 
sion, yet more than a month elapsed, 
and nothing was done toward cloth* 
ing the almost naked troops. Al- 
feurquerque asserts, as a fact within 
his own positive knowledge, that the 
reason was, because the junta were at 
that time contending with the regen- 
cy, to get the management of the 
public money into their own hands, 
and mfeant, if they had failed, to sell 
this cloth to the government, and 
make a profit upon it, as merchants, 
of eight reales per vara ! 

It is not to be supposed that the 
junta were idle at this time \ they had 
many and urgent duties tp attend to ; 
but no duty could be more urgent 
than that of supplying the wants and 
increasing the force of the army. The 
duke applied to them in vain for six 
weeks, during which time he disco- 
vered that the junta looked as much 
to their private interest as to the pub- 
lic weal ; for from the beginning, he 
says, their aim was to get the ma- 
nagement of the public expenditure, 
not merely for the sake of the g influ- 
ence which accompanies it, but that 
they might repay themselves the sums 
which they had lent, and that they 
might make their advantage by tra- 
ding with the public money. At 
length he applied tq the regency. It 
is said, . upon such apparent authority 
as to v leave little doubt of -the fact, 
that th$ regents, feeling' how little 
influence theypossessedover the junta, 
advised the qufce to publish the, me- 
morial which he had presented to 
them, thinking that it would excite 


the feelings of the people* In this they 
were not deceived {—the people, now 
for the first time called upon to re- 
lieve the wants of the soldiers, exert- 
ed themselves liberally, and there was 
not a family in which some contribu- 
tion was not made towards the de- 
fenders of the country. But the junta 
were exasperated to the last degree 
by this measure, which their own cul- 
pable negfeCt had rendered necessary. 
Alburquerque’s memorial contained 
no complaint against them $ it only 
stated the wants of the soldiers, and 
requeued that, unless those waf)i$ 
were supplied, he might be relieved 
from a command, the duties of which, 
ifiider such circumstances, it was not 
possible for him to perform. Though * 
he was persuaded of their selfish views, ' 
he had no design of exposing an evil 
which there was no means of remedy- 
ing ; and when he understood' how 
violently they were offended, he ad- 
dressed a letter to them, disclaiming 
any intention of inculpating them, in 
terms which nothing but his earnest 
desire of avoiding all dissentions which 
might prove injurious to the country 
could either dictate or justify. This 
did not prevent the junta from pub- 
lishing an attack upon him, in reply, 
of the most virulent nature. They 
reproached him with having exposed 
the wants and weakness of the aritiy,; 
entered into details as frivolous in 
themselves as they were false in tfteir 
application, to show that they bad 
done every thing for the, soldiers ; dfe- 
v ejared, with an impudence of ingrati- 
tude which it is not possible to re- 
probate .in severer terms than it de- 
s&Wep, that his cavalry had retreated 
too precipitately, and ought to have 
brought in grain with them ; and con- 
cluded by a menacing intimation, 
.that the people of Cadiz were ready 
to support tnera against any persons 
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who should attempt to impeach their of danger, had he not been compelled 
proceedings. If the junta of Cadiz to withdraw for fear of the fatal con* 
had no other sin* to answer for, this sequences of internal discord. Ac- 
paper alone would be sufficient to cordingly, he who should have been 
render their naitie odious in the his* leading, and who would have led, 
tory qf the Spanish revolution ; so the men who loved him to victory, 
unprovoked was it in its temper, so came over to England as ambassador, 
false in its details, so detestable for with a wounded spirit and a broken 
its ingratitude. The perilous impo- heart. It will be seen, in the annals 
licy of their conduct is almost for- of the ensuing year, that thepoisonous 

f otten in indignation at its baseness, malice of the junta pursued him, and 
lad Alburqtierque been capable of literally proved fatal to this true Spa- 
consulting his own safety by a preci- niard, whose virtues and whose ne- 
pitate retreat, Portugal, as he said, and roiam were worthy of the illustrious 
the English army were at hand, and name which he bore, 
he would never have undertaken an ar- Meantime the British cabinet, which, 
duous march of 260 miles in the face during the last campaign, had so se- 
of a superior enemy, and in direct vertrly felt the want of an energetic 
disobedience of the orders of his go- government in Spain, made an attempt 
vernment. If the cavalry which saved to deliver Ferdinand. No other ac- * 
Cadiz, and which they thus wantonly count of it fjas yet transpired than 
accused of retreating too precipitately, what it has pleased Buonaparte to 
had been even a quarter of an hour make public. The person employed 
later, it could not have entered the is called, in the statement, Charles 
Isle of .Leon. u This,” said the indig- Leopold, Baron de Kolli, an Irish- 
nant duke, M is the patriotism of the man ; this uncouth appellation made 
junta of Cadiz ; the enemy is at the the whole story at first appear a fa- 
gates, and they throw out a defiance brication, but when the facts were no 
to the general and the army who longer doubted, it was perceived that 
protect them !” the real name was Kelly. This per- 

But Alburquerque was too sincere son made his way to VaZenqay, the re- 
ft lover of his country to expose it to sidence, or place of imprisonment, of 
the slightest danger, even for the sake Ferdinand, and under pretence of ha- 
of his own honoar. He could not re- ving some valuable articles for sale, 
*cRt this infamous attack without cx- endeavoured to speak with the prince ; 
citing a perilous struggle, and with- to effect which he disclosed 

out resenting it he felt it impossible April 6. bis purpose to the Infante 
to remain at the liead of the army. D. Antonio, and to Ama- 

Having thus been publicly insulted, zaga, the inteudant of the royal pri- 
a reparation as public was necessary— soner's household; but Ferdinand, up- 
to hri honour, and that reparation, on hearing his business, immediately 
for the bake of Spain, he delayed to sent for Berthemy, the governor of 
demand. The regency would have tbe castle, and with the greatest emo- 
had him continue in the command; he tion informed him, that an English 
however persisted in resigning. No emissary had found his way into the 
injustice which could lx* done him, castle. Whether the prince suspected 
he said, would ever lm/e made him that it was a pLt laid by Buonaparte 
Cease to present himself to the front for his destruction, or whether he wa^ 
a'o l. m p*RT i. ■* - r 
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really poor enough of spirit to hope 
to recommend himself to the tyi ant 
l»y this conduct, it is impossible as 
yet to ascertain. He is icp resented 
as s .ying, that the English had done 
much injury to the Spanish nation, 
and continued to cause blood to be 
r.hed in his name ; that lus honour, 
Lis repose, and the good opinion due 
to hij principles, would all ha\e been 
endangered by this step, if Ama/aga 
had not been equally loyal to the em- 
peror and to h/ni ; and that he was 
an\ious .ig fc ut to manifest his senti- 
ments of inviolable fidelity towards 
the cmpcior Napoleon, and the hor- 
lor which he felt at this infernal pro- 
ject, of winch he wished the authors 

and abettors to meet with condign pu- 
«< . , ° * 
imhment. 

It is due to the character of Fer- 
dinand to observe, that in the French 
statement there are two material con- 
tradictions. Berthemy says, that A- 
nra/aga apprized him of the business 
on the part of the prince. Ferdinand 
says, that Amazaga apprized the go- 
\eruor first, and himself immediately 
afterwards. Berthemy represents the 
prince as saying, that the English 
minister had been deceived by the 
false opinion that he was forcibly de- 
tained ; yet in his letter he is made to 
call the wish to deliver him from this 
forcible detention an infernal pr&ject, 
and to wish for tin* punishment of its 
authors. Kelly was furnished with 
ample cudontials ; — a letter from the 
king to Ferdinand, signed in his own 
hand, and countersigned by Marquis 
Wellesley ; and to verify this, he had 
the letter addressed by Charles IVth 
to his Britannic Majesty^ on occasion 
ot Ferdinand's marriage, the authen- 
ticity of which was attested by a note 
of Marquis Wellesley's on the back, 
and which Ferdinand himself would 
know to be authentic. His examina- 


tion has evidently been falsified in one 
part ; the rest appears to be sufficiently 
exact. He had proposed the scheme, 
he said, originally to the Duke of 
Kent, and concerted it with Marquis 
Wellesley. A squadron waited for 
him off* Quiberon, and was placed at 
his disposal : Marquis Wellesley in- 
tended to send the prince to Spain ; 
the duke was for sending him to 
Gibraltar ; but this plan, Kelly was 
made to say, disgusted him, because 
it would have been, in fact, sending 
him to prison, and he meant to have 
takir the prince wherever he pleaied 
to go. A letter, purporting to have 
been written uy Ferdinand two days 
before this discovery, was published 
with these details. Its object was to 
request an interview with the gover- 
nor upon a serious matter, which had 
long occupied his attention. <c My 
first wish," said he, “ is to become 
the adopted son of his majesty the 
emperor, our august sovereign ; T 
conceive myself to be worthy of this 
adoption, winch would truly consti- 
tute the happiness of my life, as well 
from my perfect love and attachment 
to the sacred person of his majesty* 
as by my submission and entire obe- 
dience to his intentions and desires. 

I am, moreover, extremely anxious to 
leave Valen$ay, bccadsellusrcsidence, 
which has nothing about it but what 
is unpleasant to us, is not in any re- 
spect suitable for us." 

As soon as these circumstances 
appeared in the English papers, Mr 
Whitbread thought proper 
Mery 7. to ask the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, whcthei the 
letter, purporting to be written by his 
majesty to Ferdinand Vllth, was to 
be looked upon as a document which 
had any pretensions to the character 
of authenticity ; a question which Mr 
Perceval declined answering. The 
8 
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party paper made this a topic of ex- 
ultation. “With extreme mortifica- 
tion/' they said, “ they were obliged 
to confess, that all the particulars of 
the plot were true. Mr Whitbread 
had pul'thc question to ministers, but 
they were mute. Poor L.ord Wel- 
lesley had not a friend to defend him 
from the reproach of the only expe- 
dition he had contrived. Buonaparte 
had sent over an agent to tempt this 
wise man from the east with a plot ; 
he was caught napping on his bed of 
roses, and became the easy dupe of 
the most flimsy stratagem that ever 
was devised. Imbecile as they thought 
the administration of this country/ 
they did not believe that the new se- 
cretary of state for the foreign de- 
partment would have so absurdly ex- 
posed his royal master's councils to 
scorn, and wasted the treasures of the 
country in so puerile a contrivance." 


The Spaniards felt very differently 
upon this occasion. Whether the 
most enlightenedamong them thought 
it desirable or not to see Ferdinand 
in possession of his throne before the 
reformation of abuses wa9 effected, 
may well be doubted ; but whatever 
they migni think of the policy of the 
attempt, it excited no other feelings 
than those of gratitude and admira- 
tion towards Great Britain. “ With 
what pleasure," said they, “ does the 
good man, who watches the mazes of 
political events, behold one transac- 
tion of which humanity alone was the 
end and aim ? with what interest does 
he contemplate an expedition desti- 
ned, not for speculations of commerce, 
or for objects of ambition, but for the 
deliverance of a captive king, in tin- 
hope of restorfng him to his throne 
and to his * people ?'* 


• El Eapunfil. 
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Catalonia. Death and reported Murder of Mariam Alvarez. Sachet's at- 
tempt upon Valencia. Siege of Hostalrich . Exploits of O' Donnell. Le- 
rida betrayed. Mequinenza and Tortosa taken. 


w iule the people of Cadiz, with an 
enemy in sight, Felt none of the evils, 
and scarcely even any of the inconve- 
mem.es of war, protected by their si- 
tuation, which our naval supremacy 
rendered inaccessible, and a&sisted by 
British and Portuguese troops ; the 
Catalans, whom their own govern- 
ment could not assist, and Great Bri- 
tain most unfortunately still continued 
to neglect, carried on the contest with 
a desperate perseverance, worthy of 
so noble a people in so good a cause. 

One of the last acts of the 
Jan. 3. supreme junta, was to de- 
cree the same honours to 
Gerona, and its heroic defenders, as 
had been awarded to Zarago/a. The 
rewards which Mariano Alvarez had 
deserved by his admiiable conduct, 
weie to be given to his family, if, as 
there was reason to fear, he himself 
should not live to receive them. This 
apprehension was but too well found- 
ed ; Alvarez recovered sufficiently to 
be removed to Fig^cras, the place to 
which, by his own choice, he was con- 
ven'd prisoner, for, in this respect, 
Augereau maintained- his word ; but 
he soon died there. The Catalans * 
affirm, that Buonaparte sent orders 
to have him executed in tae public 


plaza, or market-place of Gerona, but 
that the French, fearing the effect 
which this would have upon the peo- 
ple, and yet not daring to disobey 
their tyrant, satisfied his cowardly 
vengeance, by poisoning their noble 
prisoner : this was believed upon the 
testimony of a man, who deposed 
that he had seen the body, though 
the French endeavoured to conceal it, 
and buried it hastily and by night ; 
the face was swoln, and the eyes for- 
ced out of their sockets. These ap- 
pearances rather denote strangulation 
than poison ; under any other circum- 
stances, his death would have been 
thought naturat, considering what 
he had suffered, and in how danger- 
ous a state of bodily disease he had 
been at the conclusion of the sie<re ; 
but, if the Corsican be wronged by 
the imputation of this new murder, it 
is owing to his own crimes. He who 
was the public murderer of Hofer, 
would as willingly order the execu- 
tion of Mariano Alvarez as of San- 
tiago Sass j he who was the private 
murderer of Captain Wright, would 
have Alvarez strangled in secret with * 
as little scruple as he had ordered 
the murder of Pichegru. One mur- 
der more can neither add to his infa 
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my# nor# in any human conception, 
to the measure of his guilt. 

About six hundred of the garrison 
of Gerona made their escape from 
JRousillon# and rejoined their bre- 
thren in arms. Among them was Ba- 
ron de Eroles, who immediately began 
to make the most vigorous exertions 
for recruiting the army. A decree had 
been past for making every fifth man 
take amts ; but this# like most of the 
orders of the government, had been 
scandalously evaded; and Eroles was 
now charged by the superior junta of 
Catalonia to see it carried into effect. 
He called accordingly upon the people 
in animated language# reminding thcpi 
of their forefathers# who spread terror 
through the Greek empire ; and rev 
ferring# as a not less illustrious in stance 
of the good effects of discipline# to 
those regiments of the Gerona garri- 
son, which had but lately before the 
siege been filled up by this measure 
of the Qiiintos # or fifths. This de- 
cree, even now^ was very imperfect- 
ly executed ; nevertheless, the patrio- 
tic army was considerably strengthen- 
ed, and it derived new spirit from its 
new commander ; for Blake being re- 
moved to the command of the central 
army# O’DonngU was appointed to 
succeed him. Blake# with all his ta- 
’1 cq($# had been tdo unfortunate to be 
popular, and O'Donnell, by his splen- 
did enterprizes for the relief of Ge- 
jrona, had obtained the confidence 
both of the soldiers and the people. 

Catalonia was in a deplorable state. 
In the other parts of Spain, grievous- 
ly as they all had suffered# the scene 
of action had frequently been shifted ; 
but in Catalonia the war has been 
carried on without intermission, from 
the commencement of the i evolution. 
A noble instance of the spirit of the 
Catalans was given by the people of 
Viiladren# an open town in the plain 


of Vich ; on the approach of a French 
detachment# which they had no means 
of resisting, the whole of its inha- 
bitants retired to the mountains in 
the midst of February. The French 
commandant, finding the place thus 
utterly deserted, wrote to the icgi- 
dor, tell'Mg him, that if he did not 
bring back the inhabitants by t he next 
day, he should be obliged to rcpoit 
their conduct to Marshal Augereau, 
abd take the necessary measures for 
reducing them to obedience ; at the 
same time he assured him, that the 
most rigorous means would be taken 
to preserve perfect order. The re- 
giJor returned h’s* answer in these 
words: “ That ihp French irtion may 
know lb 1 loveihey bcartotheii icli- 
gion, their king, and their country, all 
these people are content to remain bu- 
ried among the snows of Montsen, la- 
ther than submit to the hateful domi- 
nion of the French troops.” So many 
families# in this same spirit, forsook 
their homes, rather than remain subject 
to the invadera,thatthesuperior junta, 
by O’Donnell’s suggestion, issued a 
decree for providing them with quar- 
ters in the same manner as the soldiei s. 

The fall of Gerona enabled thebe- 
siegmg army to pursue further ope- 
rations, which was done, according to 
the French accounts, with such suc- 
cess, that little more was necessary for 
the complete subjugation of Catalo- 
nia. Augereau asserted in his dis- 
patches# that the Ampurdam was re- 
duced, tlie peasants taken in arms 
hung in grcaL numbers upon the trees 
along the roads#* and all the French 
communications secure. " The fa- 
mous Rovira,’/ General Sou ham said# 

“ fled before him# notwithstanding 
his audacious boasts of his incursions# 
his robberies and assassinations for 
in this manner did these invaders, 
robbers, and murderers, always speak 
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of the patriots, against whom they 
were waging a war of extermination. 
Finally, m the plain of Vicli, on the 
20th of February, they boasted of the 
most glorious victory which they had 
yet obtained, affirming that O’Don- 
nell had been totally defeated, with 
the loss of 3500 killed and wounded, 
and about as many prisoners, and all 
his baggage : he could find no safety, 
except under the walls of Tarrago- 
na. It was evident, even from Au- 
geieau’s own account of this action, 
that the Spaniards lnd displayed in it 
both discipline and courage ; and it 
was soon seen, that they boasted of 
its consequences as vainly as they 
had grossly exaggerated the success. 
Meantime a division, under the Ita- 
lian General Mazzachelli, laid siege 
to the castle of Host&hich, a small 
fortiess seven leagues from Gerona, 
on the way to Barcelona, and there- 
fore of impottance to the communi- 
cation between those places. The 
little town of Hostalrich, not being 
defensible, was taken possession of by 
the invaders on the 9th of January ; 
the inhabitants took refuge in the 
church, and defended themselves there 
till a party from the castle sallied to 
their relief, and escorted them in, from 
•whence they removed at leisure be- 
fore the blockade of the castle was 
pressed. Julian de Estrada, who com- 
manded here, encouraged his men by 
the example of Gerona. “ This fort- 
ress,” said he, “ is the daughter of 
Gerona, and ought to imitate its mo- 
ther in resistance.”, The siege be- 
gan on the 13th of January, and one 
of its outworks, called Torre de los 
Fraylcs, the Friar’s Tower, was ta- 
ken on the 20th. D. Francisco Oli- 
ver, a braVe officer, who had theVom- 
mand there, was killed by a hand-gre- 
nad*‘, which exploded as he was throw- 
ing it , and Clemente Merino, who suc- 


REGISTER, 1810 . [Chap. 13 . 

ceeded him, either from treason or 
cowardice, immediately delivered up 
his post. Augereau, who was at this 
time come in person to inspect the 
state of the siege, and accelerate the 
operations, thought this a good op- 
portunity to intimidate the governor, 
and summoned him to surrender, say- 
ing, that he and the garrison should 
in that case be allowed all the honours 
of war, and marched as prisoners to 
France ; giving them two hours to 
reply, and warning them that if they 
* r hised to submit upon this summons, 
tin*/ wore not to expect to be treated 
as soldiers, but should suffer capital 
punishment, as men taken in rebellion 
against their lawful king. Estrada 
replied, that the Spaniards had no 
other king than Ferdinand VII. The 
siege was carried on with little vigour 
till the 20th of February, when the 
French began to bombard the fort ; 
but the men who defended it show- 
ed themselves worthy of the cause in 
\\ hich they were engaged, and of their 
commander ; and here, as at Gero- 
na, the French, with all their skill, 
and all their numbers, found that the 
strength of a fortress depends less 
upon its walls and bulwarks, than 
upon the virtue of those who defend 
it. 

Hostalrich was not largo enough to 
occupy the main part of the Fiench 
force in Catalonia, which was suffi- 
ciently numerous for Augereau to 
commence operations against Lerida, 
and to spread his troops over the 
province, despising the raw levies 
of O’Donnell. Meantime Suchet 
thought, by a rapid movement from 
Aragon, to make himself master of * 
Valencia, relying as much upon a cor- 
respondence with some traitors in the 
city, as upon his own strength. One 
division of his army advanced from 
Alcaniz to Morelia, which it occu- 
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pied without resistance, and from 
thence, by St Mateo and Burriol, 
hastened to Murviedro, where Sucliet 
joined it with the other, having plun- 
dered Segorbe by the way. The 
united force consisted of about 12,000 
men, with 30 pieces of field artillerv. 
From thence he march- 
March 5. ed to the Puig, and fixed 
his head quarters in the 
same place as King Jaymc, when h 
undertook the conquest of Valencia. 
The Valencian troops, which had ad- 
vanced into Aragon to observe his 
movements, fell back before him in 
good order, and JD. dose Caro, bro* 
ther to Romana, captam-geueral^jf 
the armv and province, had taken eve- 
ry precaution against the expected at 
tack : he had fortified the city as well 
as the time and its great extent permit- 
ted ; neither stores nor provisions were 
wanting ; and the superior junta, at 
his advice, removed to St Philippe, a 
city to which the Spaniards ought in 
these days to restore its old name of 
Xativa, in abhorrence of the barbari- 
ties executed there by the French, un- 
der Marshal Berwick. From thence 
they were to exert themselves in sup- 
pi) i.rg and assisting the capital ; a mi- 
litary junta was appointed in Valen- 
cia, who disposed of all the peasantry 
U^at had taken refuge there where 
they could be most, useful, and direc- 
ted the labour <> ol a willing people. 
Caro lu\d discovered the treasonable 
correspondence of the enemy in time ; 
the traitors were seized a few days 
before Suchet appeared ; aud as those 
persons who fled from the city, if 
they were not traitors, proved them- 
selves guilty of cowardice by their 
flight, an edict was passed, declaring 
their offices or benefices void, and 
their property confiscated. 

On the night of the fifth, the van 
of the French army entered the sub- 


urb of Murviedro, and occupied the 
college ol Pius Vth, the palace, and 
the Zaidia, all without the walls f 
from the palace they tired upon the 
bridge, but they were not nmneious 
enough to lay siege to the cUy, and 
seem to have relied wholly up^i th > 
wretch* who had promised to d< m , j 
it up. Heie, however, tin y jen jn« rj 
some days, during which r.« » th. 
exasperated, if that were possible, the 
hatred of the Spaniards, by i xposing 
the images which they had taken lion 
the churches uu their road, «nd in the 
suburbs, either stript, or with regi- 
mentals thrown over them, io th ' lip* 
of the city. On the night* of the 
eleventh they decamped in a uch haste, 
that great pail of their plunder was 
left behind them. 1 

Augereau* meantime, seems to have* 
believed Ins own boast, that the Spa- 
nish army ui Catalonia was entiuly 
routed, and incapable of offering ail) 
farther resistance. O’Donnell, having 
experienced the superiority which the 
enemy’s discipline gave them in the 
management of large bodit\> of men, 
had immediate recoin se to that sys- 
tem of waifate, m which entcrpn/c, 
celerity, and the ardour of the sol- 
diers, are of more avail than tactics. 
He retreated rapidly from Moya to 
Ter rasa, thus leaving Mauresa uneo- 
verefl: the inhabitants of that city for- 
sook it on the approach of the French; 
and O’Donnell, continu- 
ing to lead them on, fell March Hi. 
back, first to Villa-fran- 
ca del Panades, then to Torre-dcn- 
barra, finally under the walls of Tar- 
ragona, executing these movements 
with the mo$t perfect order, and with- 
out the loss of a single man. The 
enemy, in pursuit, as they believed, 
of a flying army, occupied Manreaj 
with 1500 men, left ‘JOO in Villa-fr.ai- 
ca, aud proceeded till they also cam* 
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in night of Tarragona. One division 
occupied Vendrefl, and extended to 
th.? Arco de Bara, upon the high road 
to Barcelona j but in a few days this 
division joined the main 
March 28. bod* , which was at Coll 
de Santa Cristina, and 
they immediately advanced towards 
Vails. O’Donnell, profiting by this 
movement, sent Camp Marshal D. 
Juan Caro against Villa* franca ; Ca- 
ro proceeded by forced 
March 30. marches, and surprised 
the enemy on the fol- 
lowing morning ; between 2 and 300 
were killed, and 640 made prisoners, 
not a man escaping. Caro himself 
was wounded $ the command of his 
detachment devolved flpon Brigadier 
* D. Gervasio Gasca, and they pro- 
ceeded toward Manrcftf, to attack 
the enemy, who occupied that town. 

A body of 5 or 600 men had al- 
ready been sent to reinforce the French 
ip Manresa, and had effected their 
junction, though not without the loss 
of two carta of ammunition, and forty 
J&illed, in an action with a party of so- 
matanes and of expati utes, as tnc Spa- 
niards were called \s hose bome3 were 
occupied by the enemy. Augereau 
no sooner heard of the loss in Villa- 
franca, than, apprehending a similar 
attack upon Manresa, he ordered a 
reinforcement of 1200 men fronr Bar- 
celona, to proceed tnere with the ut- 
most celerity. Gasca, receiving time- 
ly intelligence of this movement, in- 
stead of proceeding upon 
April 3. Manrtsa, marched to in- 
tercept this column, and 
fell in with it between Esparraguera 
and Abrera • 400 were Jeft upon the 
field, .>00 made prisouers, and the re- 
mainder fled toward Barcelona ; not 
more Jiatj 200 reaching that city* 
The Spaniards, after this second sue* 
cess, prepared to execute their pro. 


jected attack upon the French in 
Manresa, and tne Marquis de Cam* 
poverde took the command for this 
purpose : But the men had exerted 
themselves too much in forced march- 
es and in action to perform this enter- 
prize with the same celerity as the two 
former, and on the night before the at- 
tack should have been made, Schwartz, 
who headed the French detachment, 
evacuated the town, and took the 
road to Barcelona by Santa Clara, 
Baratd, and Maneta. He began his 
retreat at eleven on the night of the 
4th. Brigadier D. Francisco Milans, 
who was stationed at San Fructuos, 
passing the night under arms, to be 
ready for the attack at seven on the 
following morning, wasapprisedof the 
enemy’s retreat between four and five, 
and dispatched the corps of expatri- 
ates, under Rovira, in pursuit, while the 
rest of the division followed as fast as 
ossible. Rovira, whom the French 
ad so lately, with their characteristic 
insolence, reviled as a wretch w ho fled 
before them, passing in two hours 
over a distance which was the ordina- 
ry journey of four, in their pursuit, 
overtook them at Hostalet, and at- 
tacked them with his usual intrepidi- 
ty. Schwartz, whose force consist- 
ed of 1 500 men, formed them into a 
column, and continued to retiq$&, 
fighting as he went : Rovira, how- 
ever, so impeded his movements, that 
he gave time for Milana to come up 
with them uear Sabadell ; the Spa- 
niards thenebarged with the bayonet ; 
500 of the French fell, 300 were 
made prisoners \ Schwartz himself 
was wounded, and owed his life to 
the swiftness of his horse. The reu- 
son why the number of the slain ex- 
ceeded that of the prisoners, was, that 
Borne of the Frencti, after having sur- 
rendered, fired upon the Spaniards. * 
The amount of the ftlain and the 
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prisoners in these action* falls far 
short of the sum of the French loss ; 
at all times the desertion from their 
armies m Catalonia was very great, 
and every defeat gave the poor Ger- 
mans, who were forced into their 
wicked service, an opportunity to es- 
cape from it# The whole loss which 
they sustained from these welhplan- 
ned enterprises was not less than 
5000. O’Donnell hoped that he 
should now be enabled to relieve Hos- 
talrich; but the mam body of the 
French returning from Reus, which 
they had taken possession of a few 
days before, toward Barcelona, com- 
pelled Campoverde’s division to fall 
back, and thu6 prevented the attempt. 
In Catalonia, indeed, as in the rest 
of Spain, though more military talent 
and far more energy was displayed 
there than in the other provinces, it 
was less a war of armies than of the 
people against a great military force. 
Wherever, therefore, the French mo- 
ved in great bodies, the Catalans 
could not resist them, or resisted in 
vam ; in general actions and in sieges, 
the enemy were sure to be successful ; 
the French, and they in this country, 
who, from their mingled fear and ad- 
miration of Buonaparte, would have 
had us abandon the peninsula to his 
nrercy, concluded that the party 
which won battles, and captured fort- 
resses, must necessarily soon become 
masters of the Country ; and they 
reasoned thus, because they never took 
into their calculation the national cha- 
racter, the physical strength of Spain, 
and the moral strength of man. 

The effect of that moral power was 
shown not less admirably at Hostal- 
rich than it had been at Zaragoza and 
Gerona, though the three sieges dif- 
fered materially from each other in 
all their circumstances# The little 
town of Hostalrich was not included 


within the works, and the fortress con- 
tained no other inhabitants than its gan- 
nson. The bombardment began on 
the 20th of February. The adjutant, 
D. Jose Antonio Roca, was writing a 
dispatch for the governor to the com- 
mander-in -chief, when a shell bum so 
near them that one of the fragments 
entered the room and swept away eve- 
ry thing oft the table. Roca picked 
up his paper, and, remarking that the 
sand which it carried with it might 
save him the trouble of telling the 
general they were bombarded, conti- 
nued his dispatch. A private soldier, 
who went out of the works for water, 
received a musket-ball in his groin as 
he was returning ; he laid his hand 
upon the wouritl, and carrying in the 
itchcr steadily with the other, met 
is serjeant, tp whom he delivered it ; 
then groping in the wound for the 
ball, which probably had not gone 
very deep, he pulled it out with his 
fingers, gave it to the serjeant, saying, 
“ I deposit this ball in your hands, 
that you may keep it for me, be- 
cause, as soon as 1 am cured, this 
very ball shall revenge me upon the 
first Frenchman at whom I can get a 
shot.” And as he went to the hos- 
ital he charged his comrades, in case 
e should not live to take vengeance 
for himself, that they would take it for 
him. <5uch was the spirit with which 
Hostalrich was defended. “ Let eve- 
ry circumstance of the siege be made 
known,” said this brave garrison ; 
“ if we arc successful, they will give 
hope, and confidence, and joy to eve- 
ry true patriot} if we are unfortu- 
nate, they will excite a different feel- 
ing, but they will never produce ’ 
shame or dismay.” 

Vcrdier, who commanded the be* 
sieging army, addressed a new sum- 
mons to the governor at the time of 
O’Donnell's masterly retreat to Tar- 
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ragona, representing tliat movement 
as the consequence of a total defeat. 
“The wreck of the Spanish army,” 
he said, “ w.ib seeking a 
March 23. moment’s shelter in Tar- 
ragona and Tortosa, vi- 
gorously put sinil by Angeieau in 
person, who would immediately com- 
mence the siege of both those places. 
The siege of Lerida was already far 
advanced, and its fall inevitable. Hos- 
talrich was a fort of no other use 
than as it inteirupted the communica- 
tion between Gerona and Barcelo- 
na ; and this the governor might per- 
ceive it no longer effected, the French 
having made a new load, and commu- 
nicating freely with that city.* The 
object, therefore, forMcfcnding it, no 
longer existed ; and a longer resist- 
ance, instead of adding to his glory, 
would be called a«vam obstinacy, draw 
upon him the reproaches of posteri- 
ty, and make him responsible for the 
blood which should be shed.” Consi- 
dering these circumst auces,tlie French 
general summoned him to sunender, 
offei ing him all the honours of war. 
The Marshal Duke of Castiglione, 
Angeieau, he added, revoking his 
former declaration, had authorized 
linn to propose these terms. “ You 
will do well, Sir,” be continued, 44 to 
accept them with glory ; if you delay, 
they will without doubt be f'efused 
to you, and y on will then be obliged 
to suffer conditions, which, however 
rigorous they may appear, are dicta- 
ted by justice, seeing that a protract- 
ed resistance is neither justified by 
honour nor by reason.” Estrada re- 
plied, by referring him to his former 
determination, and to 4 thc conduct of 
the garrison. 

The situation of the fortress, upon 
a craggy height, secured it against 
an assault, while there were any reso- 
lute men to defend it. The bom- 


bardment continued till every build- 
ing within the walls had been destroy- 
ed, except a casemate, which served 
as an hospital, and was only largo 
enough to hold onc-and-twenty beds ; 
the remainder of the sick and wound- 
i d were secured in a mine, and the 
gaiii'on also had their quarters undci 
gioimd. Supplies had been introdu- 
ced about the middle of the siege ; 
all other attempts had been defeated, 
and would Invc been of no avail at 
length had they succeeded, because 
the cisterns were destioycd. Estra- 
da Ind the example of O’ Domicil's 
retreat f^un Gerona be foie him, and 
determined iO make his way through 
the enemy's lines, rather than capitu- 
late. This he concerted with O’Don- 
nell, who, for tlie purpotc of decei- 
ving the besiegers, oid»’ied some ves- 
sels to approach Arens do M \r, the 
nearest part of the coast, sent one de- 
tachmuit to cull off their attention on 
the side of O) Savina and Monnegr*, 
and another on th outhein skills of 
Monseny towaid Died.’. Augcreau, 
who had come to witness the c:q turc 
of a fortress which bad lesisud him 
for four months, sent in a last sum- 
mons on the evening of the 11 Hi of 
May, offering the same term? which 
had been granted to Gt rona ; he gave* 
them two hours forYonsidcratiun^yjid 
declared, that if the foit was not then 
delivered up, the whole of the garii- 
son should be put to the sword. Es- 
ti ada laid this before his officers, and 
with one consent they returned for 
answer, that they thanked the mar- 
shal for thinking them worthy of be- 
ing thus named with Gerona, but 
that they were not yfct in a condition 
to make them yield. On the follow- 
ing morning, the men, to their great 
joy, were informed of the resolution 
wnich had been taken. 

The French expected such an at* 
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tempt, and judged, from the stir which 
they beheld in the fort, that it would 
be made in the ensuing night. That 
evening, therefore, they strengthen- 
ed their post at Toidera on the right, 
thinking, as the men themselves did, 
that the governor would make for 
Arens de Mar, where the ships were 
awaiting him. At ten, the garrison 
descended the glacis on the sid<; of 
the high road of StCcloni, anderosse 1 
the road and the space between the 
fort and the heights of Masanas. It 
was broad moon-light. Two advan- 
ced parties, to the right and left, fell 
upon the enemy's picquets with the 
bayonet ; tho*e, however, who escji- 
ped gave the alarm ; but the garrison 
had gained the start, ascended to St 
Jacinto, and hastened toward St Feliu 
de Buxaleu. A league from Hostal- 
rich they fell in with an enemy’s en- 
campment, and routed them ; this 
gave the alarm to another body of 
2000 French, whose station was near, 
on the road to Arhucias ; hut they 
were received so resolutely, that they 
soon gave over the pursuit. Thus 
all was effected which could be done 
by skill and courage ; one division lost 
its way, and many of the men dropt 
on the road, their strength failing 
them on this great exertion, from the 
xjt^it of rest and lood, which they had 
long endured. Among them was the 
noble Julian de Estrada, who thus 
fell into the hands of the enemy : 
this was a tar heavier loss to his coun- 
try than that of the fortress which 
lie had defended so well ; and in the 
course of the war, Catalonia has had 
but too much cause bitterly to regret 
the loss of sueh men as Estrada and 
Alvarc/.. .500 men reached Vich in 
safety on the following day, 132 join- 
ed them on the next, being pail of 
the battalion of Gcrotia, who had lost 
their way and fallen in with the cue- 


*11 

my; straggleis continually came in, 
and on the c\enmg of that day, the 
number who had accomplished their 
retreat amounted to8(X). The French 
assorted, that every man was either 
killed *or taken. 

In such an enterpri/e, it was im- 
possible to bung olf the sick ami 
wounded ; the comptroller of the hos- 
pital, D. Manuel Miguel Mellado, 
remained with them to go through 
the form of delivering up the nuns, 
and provide for their safety, that they 
might not he surprised by a merciless 
enemy. Such of the invalids as were 
bo&t dble mounted guard, the gates 
were closed, and the dr tw-bridges rai- 
sed ; and in this state Mellado anxi- 
ously waited fiflr what might happen. 
Half an hour before midnight, a brbk 
fire of musketfry was poured in ujjcm 
the fhnks of the ravelin, and of St 
Francisco. Mellado called out to the 
enemy to cease filing, for the fort was 
theirs, and requested them to wait 
till tlie morning, that he might deli- 
ver a letter from the governor to the 
French general. They replied, they 
would ouffer no dtlay, the gates must 
instantly be opened ; and if not, they 
had ladders, ard would enter and put 
every man to the t-vvonl. He, how- 
ever, told them he would not open 
the gates till he had s.-en their gene- 
ral; •upon this they renewed their 
iii e, setting up a loud shout, like men 
who were about to obtain po session 
of their prey. Mellado hastened to 
the bulwark of St Barbara, where fie 
apprehend*, d the escalade would he 
made, and therJh 1 perceived th it the 
enemy, who had found i rope ladder 
in the covered way, were endeavour- 
ing to grapple the draw-budge with 
it ; but, either from the weight of the 
rope, which rendered jl difficult to be 
thrown, or because the irons were not 
sufficiently sharp to lay hold, their 
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attempts were frustrated. This Mel- 
lada could not foresee, and knowing 
that no titae was to be lost, he has- 
tened out through a covered way to 
the nearest work of the enemy, and 
called out to the commandant, re- 
questing him to stop the assault, and 
send him to the general, that he 
might deliver the governor’s letter ; 
the party who were flanking the 
nweim no sooner heard his voice, 
than they fired a volley towards it ; 
upon which, without waiting for an 
answer, he hastened to the nearest 
centinel of the French, and the cap- 
tain of the guard conducted him to 
the French commandant in the town ; 
whom he entreated to have compas- 
sion upon the woun&ed in the fort, 
and call off the assailants. This of- 
ficer was a man of humanity, and 
instantly sent off" to suspend the as- 
sault, while Mellado, who was now 
delivered from his fears for his poor 
defenceless countrymen, was escort- 
ed to the general. In the morning 
the gates were opened to the enemy. 
The French soldiers gave sufficient 
proof how little mercy the wound- 
ed would have found at their hands, 
had they been under no controul, for 
they stript the clothes and blanketB 
from the beds of these helpless men. 
The Italian General Mazzachelli 
gave orders that they should be con- 
veyed to Gerona ; and Mellado, having 
seen this performed, and perceiving 
that it was intended to detain him 
and his assistants as prisoners, took 
the fit st opportunity of making his 
escape. 

At the very time when the garri- 
sonef Hottalricb, after pfour month’s 
defence; fad a bombardment, dunng 
which between three and four thou- 
sand shells were thrown into the place, 
thus gallantly effected their retreat, 


the Catalans suffered an- 
other loss. The islands May 13, 
and fortress of Lus Me- 
das, which were of material import- 
ance from their position on the coast, 
were surprised by a party of Neapo. 
litan infantry, and given up in a 
manner which the French imputed to 
cowardice, though, by their own ac- 
count, treason, on the part of the 
commander, was the only intelligi- 
ble cause of their success# The im- 
portant city of'Lerida also was be- 
trayed by a coward and a traitor. 
The town was entered by assault,' in 
wliich the Fiench perpetrated their 
ysual cruelties, and the castle, whose 
works were uninjured, and which, un- 
der Alvarez or Estrada, might have 
rivalled Gerona, was surrendered the 
next day. For this there was no ex- 
cuse : O’Donnell’s last orders to the 
governor had been, that if the city 
should be taken, he was to defend the 
fortresses ; and if no such orders had 
been given, his duty required him to 
hold out to the last extremity. The 
commander in chief, who rewarded 
the brave defenders of Hostalrich 
with a medal, stigmatized this act of 
cowardice or treason as it deserved ; 
but he reminded the Catalans, that 
T arragona, T ortosa, Cardona, Berga, 
Scu de Urge!, Collide Ballaguer,apd 
Mequinenza, still remained as bul- 
warks of the principality, and that if 
all these were lost, there would be 
their inaccessible mountains ; and that 
when they began the war, they had 
neither army nor fortresses, for all 
their fortified places had been dis- 
mantled. A wound which he had 
received during the siege of Gerona, 
and which had never been healed, bet- 
cause he never allowed himself rest 
enough from the incessant and anxious 
activity of his situation, became now 
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io threatening, that he was constrain- 
ed for a while to withdraw from the 
command. Augereau also about the 
same time was recalled ; his success 
in siege* did not expiate, in Buona- 
parte's eyes, the losses which he had 
sustained in the flying warfare of the 
triots; and Macdonald, the French 
uke of Tarento, was sent to super- 
sede him. Augereau escorted with 
him into France the plunder of Bar- 
celona ; and it was remarked in the 
Catalan papers, that of all the officers 
who formed this escort, General Cha- 
bran was the only one who did not at 
his departure rob the house in which 
he had been quartered, but returned 
the spoons which he had used to their 
owner. 

O'Donnell did wisely in preparing 
the Catalans to rely more upon the 
strength of their country, and their 
own unconquerable spirit, than upon 
walls and fortresses* It was not long 
before his wound healed, and he was 
enabled to resume the command ; but 
he could not prevent the loss of Me- 
quinenza, an old town with a fortified 
castle, which commanded the naviga- 
tion of the Ebro, being situated just 
where that river receives the Segra. 
It was besieged immediately after Le. 
rida had been so basely surrendered : 

works were in themselves very 
imperfect, and had long been neglect- 
ed, having since th $ Succession War 
received only such hasty repairs as 
had been made during the present 
danger. D. Manuel Carbon com- 
manded* there j the enemy twice at- 
tempted to carry the town by storm 
oo the night of the 2d of June, and 
vrert repulsed'with considerable loss. 
The place was defended till the gar- 
rison were exhausted by incessant at- 
tacks* and the works were reduced 


to a heap of ruins ; and it fell, after a 
brave defence, m the fourth week of 
the siege. By the fall of Mequinen- 
za the course of the Ebro from Za- 
ragoza was left open to the enemy, 
and Suchct immediately prepared to 
besiege Tortosa. 

Suclivi had under his command m 
Aragon at this time about 1 6,000foot, 
and 1600 cavalry. Macdonald's force 
in Catalonia was about 17,000 men. 
O'Donnell's was the $nly regular 
force opposed to both : D. Francis- 
co Palafox had the command in Ara- 
gon; but though small parties of 
patriots carried on a harassing and 
wasting war against the invaders, the 
efforts of the Aragoneze were by no 
means equal tfl those of the Catalans ; 
and Valencia, having delivered itself* 
from the enemy, did not exert itself, 
as duty and interest equally requited, 
to assist the neighbouring provinces* 
O’Donnell therefore, almost unassist- 
ed, was left to oppose the combined 
operations of both armies. Tortosa 
stands upon the left back of the Ebro, 
about four leagues fiom the sea; a 
city of some extent, which had once 
been well fortified, and was still ca- 
pable of makings long defence. The 
Count de Alacha D. Miguel Lili was 
appointed governor as soon as it was 
certain that the place was to be be* 
siegtAl ; he had displayed such skill, 
and enterprise, and endurance in the 
memorable * retreat which he made 
with a handful of men after the bat* 
tie of Tudela, that it was thought a 
man more adequate to the duties of 
this important Itation could not have 
been chosen. 

Suchet bfgan his preparations a- 
gainst Tortosa immediately after Me- 
quiaenaa had fallen, and encamped 
before it on both sides of the Ebrs 


fl 
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at the beginning of July. Before 
Macdonald could co-operate with him, 
it was necessary to secure the entrance 
of a convoy into Barcelona; for the 
patriots, in spite of all the enemy's 
force, kept up such ail active warfare 
upon the Llobregat, that that city 
was always in some degree blockaded. 

Macdonald brought 12,000 
July 18. men to cover the entrance 
of these provisions ; with 
8000 he attacked the force which 
O'Donnell had sent to intercept it, 
while the remaining four escorted the 
convoy within the walls. The French 
effected their purpose through an er- 
rorof tlx* armed peasantry, who ought 
to have attacked the rear of the con- 
voy, but were too intefttupon pursu* 
*ing an advantage where it was of less 
importance. » 

The main offortmf (V Donnell were 
directed to the relief of Tortosa, and 
the manner in which, by his incessant 
activity, he impeded the siege for 
many months, affoids the strongest 
proof of military talents. Macdo- 
nald, to distract his attention, and 
thus favour the operations of Suchet, 
made a movement about the eml of 
August upon Tarragona, and a warm 
skirmish took place in sight of the 
city, so near the sea, that the guns 
of an English frigate were enabled to 
contnbute materially to the sifreess 
of the Spaniards ; the enemy then re- 
treated from the plain of Tarragona, 
having derived no other advantage 
from their attempt than the plunder 
of the town of Reus. Sarsficld and 
lbarrola harassed th£m in their re- 
treat, recovered part of the booty, 
made 130 prisoners, ayd killed and 
wounded about 300. 

After this repulse, Macdonald took 
a position near Cervera, as a central 
point, from whence he could covi 
Suchct's army before Tortola, and 


threaten the rear of the Spanisli force 
upon the line of the Llobregat, while 
at the same time he occupied an ex- 
tent of country capable of supplying 
him with provisions. O'Donnell was 
at this time about to renew the sys- 
tem of vvarfaie which had proved so 
successful against Augcreau, and this 
movement of Maodonahrsenabledhim 
to it with more advantage. He 
embarked a small detachment, pro- 
vided with artillery, at Tarragona, 
which* sailed under convoy of a small 
Spanish squadron, and the Cambrian 
frigate. On the sixth of September 
he put himself at the head of a divi- 
sion, and leaving ♦he Marquis of Cam- 
poverde to throw up works near La 
Beguda, and secure linn on that side, 
proceeded to Esparraguera ; from 
thence he reconnoitred El Bruch, 
and Casamasanas, and leaving Eroles 
to guard that position, ordered Bri- 
gadier Georget to take post at Mom- 
buy, close by Igualada ; and Camp- 
Marshal D. Jose Obispo to advance 
by a forced march from Momblaiieh, 
to the heights upon the right and 
left of Martorcll. This was on the 
ninth; that same night he ordered 
Campovcrdt to march the following 
morning for San Culgat del Valles, 
reinforce Geoi get with one battalion, 
and join him. On the tenth, the whglp 
division reached Mataro, and joined 
oil the day following. There, on the 
morning of the twelfth, one party, 
under D. Honorato de FJcyres, an of- 
ficer of engineers, was dispatched to 
take post that night at the Ermida, or 
Chapel of St Grau ; and O’Donnell 
moved for Tordcra, sending off two 
detachments to Hostalfich and Gero- 
na, which he was about to leave in his 
roar, that by appearing before the 
walls they might induce the garrisons 
to suppose he was reconnoitring them 
with a view to invest those places. 
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This service they executed with 
great success ; one party bringing olF 
nine prisoners from the suburbs of 
Hostalrich, the other eleven from 
under the walls of Lerida. A field- 
piece and a mortar were landed at Ca- 
lclla ; with this artillery O’Donnell 
halted fo. the night at Vidreras, and 
prepared to attack General Schwartz, 
on the following morning at Bisbal, 
to prevent him from succouring St 
Felio de Guixols and Palamos, which 
Fleyres was toal tack at the same time. 
From Vidreras to Bisbal, is a dis- 
tance, which, in that country, where 
distances are measured by time, is 
computed at eight hours. At day- 
break on the 1*1 th, he ad 'Mined with* 
the regiment of Nutnantia, 60 hussars, 
and 100 volunteers from the corps of 
Tliberia, Aragon, and Gerona : the 
regiment of Tliberia followed him at 
a less exhausting pace ; the rest of 
the division, under Cnmpoverde, went 
by Llagostci a to take post in the val- 
ley of Aro, where it might act as a 
body of reserve, and cut ofF the com- 
munication of the enemy, in case they 
should retire from the points which 
they occupied. O’Donnell proceed- 
ed so rapidly, that he performed the 
uuial journey of eight hours in little 
mme than four ; the infantry keeping 
up with the horse %it a brhk trot the 
whole way. As soon as they approach- 
ed the place, they occupied all the 
entrances, to prevent the enemy, who 
hid shut themselves up in an old cas- 
tle, from escaping ; the infantry took 
possession of the houses near the cas- 
tle, and bfegan to file upon it, while 
others ascended the church tower, 
•rung the somater^ and from thence also 
filed upou the castle. The peasants 
who were within the sound took 
arms ; O’Donnell, seeing that mus- 
ketry was of little avail, and that 


Schwartz did not surrender at his 
summons, resolved to nt fire to the 
gates ; but approaching too near, he 
received a musket ball in his right 
leg : just at this time a party of LOO 
foot, and 32 cuirassiers, came from 
the side of Torruella, to succour their 
friends at Bisbal. The corps of re- 
serve charged them ; the cuirassiers 
fled towards Gerona ; the infantry 
^erc all taken, as was also a small 
convoy with its escort. The regiment 
of Tliberia also now came up, and at 
night-fall Schwartz was glad to ob- 
tain the honours of war, and surren- 
der with his whole party, consisting 
of 650 men, and officers. # 
Fleyres meantime, leaving St Grau 
at two in the morning of the same 
day, divided his little force, that he 
might attack St Felio de Guixols and 
Palamos at the sam® lime. Against 
the latter place he dispatched 1). Ta- 
dco A Idea, with COO foot and 20 
horse ; he himself, with the same num- 
ber of horse and ‘250 foot, proceeded 
against St Felio ; and 150 men were 
left, as a reserve for both parties, 
upon the heights of the road of La 
Zcroles. After some resistance at St 
Felio, in which the French lost 56 
men, they surrendered, dismayed, as 
it appears, at O’DonnclPs name : 270 
men and eight officers were taken 
here. At Palamos the success waa 
equally complete. Here the squa- 
dron co-operated, and more resistance 
was made, for the enemy had batte- 
ries, which they defended j hut after 
tlii" loss of 60 men, 255, with seven 
officers, surrendered : 70 more were 
taken by Fleyres in the castle of Ca- 
lonje. The squadron on its way, on 
board of whiclf General Doyle bad 
embarked, met with equal success at 
Bagur ; and the result of the expe- 
dition wa s>, that more than 1200 men, 
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with threescore officers, and 17 pieces 
of artillery, were taken. 

This expedition was planned and 
executed with equal ability ; but the 
succiss, complete as it was, was dear- 
ly purchased, for O’Donnell was dis- 
abled by his wound. A reinforce- 
ment of 10,000 French en- 
Dec. 13. tered Catalonia. The boats 
of the English squadron at- 
tacked a convoy of 11 vessels, laden 
with provisions for Barcelona, in Pa- 
lamos Bay, which the enemy had re- 
occupied: the batteries which pro- 
tected them were destroyed, the ma- 
gazines blown up, two of the vessels 
brought out, and the rest burnt ; but 
our men, havicig completely effected 
their object, retired m some disorder; 
the French were joined by a party 
from St Felio, ana the English, in- 
stead of retreating to the beach, where 
the ships would have covered their em- 
barkation, made for the mole, thought- 
lessly taking their way through the 
town, which the enemy had now oc- 
cupied. The boats made instantly to 
their assistance, and suffered severely 
in bringing them off. Our total loss 
amounted to 33 killed, 89 wounded, 
and 86 taken prisoners. Captain Fane, 
of the Cambrian, was among the lat- 
ter. Campoverde, Eroles, and Sars- 
field continued to make head against 
Macdonald, notwithstanding* tne re- 
inforcement which he had received ; 
but O’Donnell was compelled to quit 
the command, and retire to Majorca, 
to be healed of his wound. His ac- 
tivity and successful enterpri/es had 
gained him the entire confidence of 
the Spaniards, and made him the ter- 
ror of the enemy, and his loss there- 
fore was severely felt. Sachet, who 
had been impeded five months in his 
operations against Tortosa W the in- 
cessant vigilance of the Catalans, was 


at length enabled to break ground 
before it. The Valenciane, under Ge- 
neral Bassecourt, made an attempt to 
relieve it, and were defeated at Ulde- 
cona, on the 26th of November. Af- 
ter this victory Suchet pursued the 
siege without interruption, for the 
Catalan generals were sufficiently oc- 
cupied by Macdonald. The place was 
not defended as might have been ex- 
pected from Lili’s former conduct, 
m>r as it ought to have been : after 
thirteen days of open trenches, and 
fourdays of bombardment, the French 
had established themselves at the bot- 
tom of the ditch ; they had carried on 
mining opuations for two days, and 
there were three practicable breaches 
in the body of the place. There were 
7800 troops within the town ; but 
Lili, instead of withstanding an as- 
sault, surrendered at discretion. The 
French, to excuse this surrender, as- 
serted that the garrison could not 
have defended themselves an hour 
longer without being put to the sword. 
The Spaniards thought otherwise ; 
they remembered what Mariano Al- 
varez had done at Gerona, where a 
French army, equal in number to that 
of Suchet, lay for ten weeks in sight 
of an open breach, which they did 
not dare assault a second time. They 
pronounced sentei.ee of death again&t 
the Count de Alacha, for having thus 
delivered up a city which he had so 
much better means of defending, and 
beheaded him in effigy in the* market- 
place of Tarragona. This surrender ' 
took place on the 2d of January, and 
a few days afterwards Coll de Ba- 
laguer was lost also, either by the 
treachery or cowardice of those who 
should have defended it. But the 
spirit of the province remained un- 
broken, though the loss of Tortosa 
cut olf its communication with Va« 
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leocia, the great object of the French important, because of its port. It 
being, as they said, to insulate Cata- is painful to reflect, that at ahy time 
Ionia from the rest of Spain } and during the war ten thousand British 
preparations were immediately made troops would have turned the scale m 
for the investment of Tarragona, the this part of Spain, 
last of its strongholds, and the most 
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CHAP. XIV. 


State of Portugal. Portuguese Troops talcn into British pay* Debates 
upon that Subject . Portuguese At my reformed by AJarshal Hercsford* 


A prut the battle of Ocana, Lord 
Wellington clearly perceived what 
would be the business of the ensuing 
year. There was no» longer a Spa- 
nish army in the field capable of oc- 
cupying the attention^of the enemy, 
ana the continental peace left Buona- 
paite at libci ty to employ his whole 
force in the nefarious project of sub- 
jugating the peninsula, ft could not 
therefore be doubted that he would 
make the utmost efforts to destroy 
the English army, and obtain posse b- 
sion of Portugal ; the former of which 
objects, could lie effect it, would be 
as gratifying to his piide, and hisran- 
coious hatred of the British name, as 
the latter was essential to the fulfil- 
ment of his ambitious projects. Well 
aware of this. Lord Wellington, from 
the time that he found it impossible 
to co-operate with the Spanish ar- 
mies, began to prepare for the de- 
fence of Poitugal. 

The Portuguese army had taken the 
field almost as soomas Marshal Bcrcs- 
ford was appointed to the commaud, 
ao that little or nothing had been done 
towards improving It. The army, 
indeed, the govei i men* of that 
couiit«g&p£ die commencement of this 
new era^ was in the worst' possible 
roqdjiyon j both were in the lowest 


state of degradation to which invete- 
rate ignorance and imbecility could 
deduce them. Portugal had excel- 
lent laws, and a constitution, the re- 
storation of which might satisfy the 
most enlightened of her patriots ; but 
her laws and her constitution had long 
been suspended by a stupid despotism, 
and the noble character of the people 
seemed to be suspended with them. 
In every department, from the high- 
est to the lowest, the rankest abuses 
prevailed ; and had it not been for 
the activity which was kept alive by 
their commercial relations, the insti- 
tutions of the realm were in such 
a state, that the Portugueze would 
soon have ceased to be ranked among 
civilized nations. „Yct such arc the 
effects of commerce, that it was*an 
improving country, in spite of its go- 
vernment, its idolatry, its inquisition, 
the degeneracy of the higher ranks, 
the decay of learning, and allthe other 4 
evils attendant upon the total loss of 
liberty* Had it not been for the 
French revolution, Spain and Portu- 
gal might have fermented and puri- 
fied themselves of their civil abuses. 

The government of Portugal ought 
at this time to have been completely 
under our controul. The events in 
Spain had enabled us twice to expel 
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the French, and wc were now prepa- 
ring to protect their country against 
a third invasion. Notwithstanding 
the spirit of the people, they could 
not have defended themselves without 
our assistance, because of the gene- 
ral disorganization ; and it was ne- 
cessary that we should carry on the 
war as principals, rather than allies. 
The Prince of Brazil had given 118 
full powers for this, and as soon ; s 
the troops went into winter quarters, 
Marshal Bercsford began the task of 
lelorming and disciplining the Portu- 
gueze army : how capable the men 
were of being made good soldiers, had 
been sufficiently proved by Sir Ro- 
bert Wilson, if it could be supposed 
to require proof. Early in the ses- 
sion, pailiament was informed that the 
king had authorized pccuuiaiy ad- 
vances to be made to Por- 
Jr'eb. 22. tugal, in support of its mi- 
litary exertions, and had 
made an arrangement for the main- 
tenance of a body of troops not ex- 
cel ding 130,000 men. 20,000 we al- 
ready had in our pay, the sum for 
whom was estimated at 000,0001. ; 
for the additional ten, it was stated at 
2.30,0001., to which was to be added 
a farther sum of 1130,0001. for the 
maintenance of the officers to be em- 
ployed in trainii^j these levies, and 
preparing them to act m conjunction 
with the Britidi troops. Tins led to a 
very interesting debate in the House 
of Lords. Maiquis Wellesley affirm- 
ed, that Portugal was the most ma- 
terial military position that could be 
occupied* for the purpose of assisting 
Spain : he was ready to admit that 
great disasteis bad lately befallen the 
Spanish cause, — lie admitted it with 
pain and regret, and no person could 
view them with deeper concern than 
he did ; but still they were far from 
inking his mind into despair* Still 
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he would contend, it was neither po- 
litic nor just to manifest any intention 
of abandoning Portugal. And here 
he would call upon their lordships 
distinctly to say, whether they were 
prepared to withdraw the British 
troops from Portugal, and thus dispi- 
rit that . .mil try, and induce her to re- 
lax her efl’oits for hci own defence ? 
What advantagecould bedenvedtrom 
thus casting out our own councils, 
and the hopes of Portugal and Spain, 
the hue and complexion of despair ? 
To tell them that the hour of their 
fate was arrived ; that all attempts to 
assist them, 01 even to inspirit their 
exertions in their own defence, were 
now of no avail ; that they must bow 
the neck and flibmit to the yoke of a 
merciless invader ? This indeed would 
be to strew the conqueror’s path with 
flowers, lo prepan? the way for lua 
triumphal march to the throne of the 
two kingdoms. Was it then for this 
that ‘o much treasure had been ex- 
pended, llial lo mucl) of the blood 
had been shed of those gallant and 
loyal nations ? Whatever calamities 
and disasters had befallen them, they 
were not imputable to the people of 
Spain. . The spirit of the people was 
excellent, and he ctill ventured to hope 
that it wcjuld prove unconquerable. 
All their defeats and disasters were 
solely •to be ascribed to the vices of 
their government. It was his deci- 
ded opinion, and he would not hesi- 
tate again to repeat it, that it was the 
imbecility, or treachery, of that vile 
and wretched government which first 
opened the breach through which 
the enemy entered into the heart of 
Spain ; that delivered into hostile 
hands all the fortresses of that coun- 
try ; and betrayed her people defence- 
less and unarmed into the power of a 
perfidious foe. Let us not contri- 
bute to accomplish what they have 
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so >«ausp»riously begun. Let not 
then lo.Jthips come to any resolu- 
tion dial can justify Portugal in re- 
laxing her exertions* or Spain in con- 
sidering her cause as hopeh ss. Yet 
what other consequence would result 
from prematurely withdrawing the 
British troops from Portugal, or re- 
tracting the gi ounds upon which we 
have hitherto assisted her ?” 

Lord Grenville replied. “ He felt 
it,” he said, “ an ungrateful task, a 
painful duty, to rccai the attention of 
theii hut! snips to his former predic- 
tions, which they had despised and 
rejected, but which w . re now, all of 
than, tao fatally fulfilled. His object, 
howcvei , w as not a mere barren cen- 
sure of past errors, but lather, from a 
consideration of those errors, to con- 
jure them to rescue the -country from 
a continuance of the same disasters, 
and to pay some regard to the lives 
of their fellow citizens. Were they 
disposed to sit in that house day after 
day, and year after year, spectators 
of wasteful expenditure, and the use- 
less effusion of so much of the best 
blood of the country, in hopeless, ca- 
lamitous, and disgraceful efforts ? It 
was a sacred duty imposed upon them 
to see that not one more life was was- 
ted, not one more drop of blood shed 
unpiofitably, where no thinking man 
could say that, by any human possi- 
bility, such dreadful sacrifices could 
be made with any prospect of advan- 
tage. Was there any man that heard 
him, who in his conscience believed 
that even the sacrifice of the whole 
of that brave British- army would se- 
cure the kingdom of Portugal ? If,” 
said he, u I leceive from any person 
art answer in affirmative, I snail be 
able to judge by that answer of the 
capacity «f such a person for ♦he go- 
vernment of this country, or even for 
the tyfto&Ctiyft of public business in 


a deliberative assembly* By what- 
ever circumstances, by whatever kind 
of fate it was, I must say, in point of 
fact, that, in my opinipu, I always 
thought the object of the enterprize 
impossible ; but now I believe it is 
known to all the people of this coun- 
try, that it has become certainly im- 
possible. Was it then too much to 
ask of their lordships that another 
million should not be wasted, when 
nothing short of a divine miracle could 
.render, it effcctuaUo its proposed ob- 
ject ?” In these strong and explicit 
term:’ did Lord Grenville declare his 
opinion, that it was impossible for a 
British army tu secure Portugal ; and 
thus distinctly did he affirm, that the 
opinion of a statesman upon this sin- 
gle point was a sufficient test of his 
capacity for government. 

After touching upon the conven- 
tion of Cintra and Sir John Moore's 
retreat, he spoke of the impolicy of 
our conduct in Portugal. And heie 
it is lo be wished that the feelings of 
government had anticipated, or fol- 
lowed him. “ If those,” he said, 
4 ‘ who had the management of public 
affairs had possessed any wisdom, any 
capacity for enlightened policy in the 
regulation of a nation’s interests and 
constitution, any right or sound feel- 
ings with regard to *hc happiness of 
their fellow creatures, here most for- 
tunately had been a wide field open- 
ed to them. They had got the pos- 
session of the kingdom of our allyj 
with its government dissolved, and no 
means existing within it for the esta- 
blishment of any regular authority or 
civil administration, but such as the 
British government alone should sug- 
gest. Here had been a glorious op- 
portunity for raising the rortugueze 
nation from that wretched and de- 
graded condition to which a length- 
ened succession of mental ignorance, 
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civil oppression, and political tyranny 
and prostitution, had reduced it. Was 
not that an opportunity, which any 
men capable of enlarged and liberal 
views of policy, and influenced by any 
just feelings for the interests of their 
fellow creatures, would have eagerly 
availed themselves of? Would not 
such men have seized with avidity the 
favourable occasion to rescue thc^po- 
pulation of that country from that i i- 
flucnce of ignorance and political de- 
basement, which rendered the inhabi- 
tants incapable of any public spirit 
or national feeling ? At that period 
there occurred a most favourable in- 
terval for the adoption of such mea- 
sures, before the French could have 
re-entered the Portugueze territory 
over the bleeding carcases of the pa- 
triots of Spain. Here was a task 
worthy of the greatest statesmen ; 
here was an object, in the accomplish- 
ment of which there were no talents 
so transcendant, no capacity so en- 
larged, no ability so comprehensive, 
that might not have been well, and 
beneficially, and gloriously employed. 
It was a work well suited to a wise 
and liberal policy ; to an enlarged and 
generous spirit ; to every just feeling 
and sound principle of national inte- 
rests, to impart the blessings of the 
free institutions of a free government 
to' tlie inhabitants of a country so 
long opptessed and disgraced by the 
greatest tyranny that had ever exist- 
ii^ny nation of Europe,” 

These sentiments were wise and li- 
beral ; but Lord Grenville, who had 
been a m'embrr of the anti-jacobin 
cabinet, ought not to have wondered 
. if a little of thv original sin, which 
precipitated this country into the re- 
volutionary war, continued still to in- 
fluence the government in its conduct. 
After pointing out with too much 
truth in what manner time had been 


lost in arming and disciplining the 
Portugucze,he relapsed mto his strain 
of hopeless and unhappy prophecy. 
“ He did not,” he said, “ mean to 
undervalue the services or the cha- 
racter of the Portuguese soldiery, 
whom he considered as possjsriug 
qualiti< ^ capable of being made use- 
ful, but he would never admit that 
they would form a force competent 
to the defence of the kingdom ; they 
might be useful in desultory warfaic, 
but must be wholly unfit for co-ope- 
ration with a regular army. lie was 
not afraid, therefore, of any responsi- 
bility that n.ight be incurred by his 
staring, that if the safety of the Bri- 
tish army was to btf committed on 
the expectation of such co-operation, 
it would be exposed to most immi- 
nent and perhaps inevitable hazard. 
But if these 0,1 100 men wrio not 
composed of undisciplined peasants 
and raw recruits, but const* od of 
British troops, in addition to the 
British army already in Port up d, he 
should consider it nothing but infa- 
tuation to think of defending P >riu- 
gal, even with such a force. He was 
aware it might b<* said, that Portu- 
gal, considered with respect to its 
geographical advantages, wa 3 capa- 
ble of being: effectually defended. lie 
was not afraid, however, to assert, 
that against a power possessing the 
whole means of Spain, as he must 
suppose the French to do at this mo- 
ment, Portugal, so far from being 
the most defensible, was the least de- 
fensible of any country in Europe. 1 1 
had the longest lftie of frontier, com- 
pared with its actual extent, of any 
other nation 5 besides, from its nar- 
rowness, its line of defence would be 
more likely to be turned ; atjd an in- 
vading enemy would derive great ad- 
vantages from its local circumstances. 
As to the means of practical defence 
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afforded by its mountains, he should 
only ask, whether the expet iencc of 
the last seventeen years nad taught 
the world nothing ; whether its in- 
structive lessons were wholly thrown 
away ? Could it be supposed that a 
country so circumstanced, with a po- 
pulation without spit it, and a foreign 

f eneral exercising little short of ar- 
itrary power within it, was capable 
of any effectual defence ?” Lord 
Grenville concluded this memorable 
speech, by moving, as an amendment 
to the usual address, “that the house 
would without delay enter upon the 
consideration of these most impoi tant 
subjects, in the present difficult and 
alarming state of these realms.’ ’ 

To the better park of this speech 
the Earl of Liverpool replied by what 
was in reality a confession of weak- 
ness, ** He would not deny,” he 
said, “ that, in the course of the last 
seventeen years, circumstances had 
occurred which rendered an implicit 
adherence to the generally received 
and established principles of our na- 
tional policy, a question of great 
difficulty. But nothing had aiisen 
which, as far as regarded the ancient 
connection between this country and 
Portugal, would, in his apprehension, 
justify a sudden departure from that 
line of conduct which we 'had obser- 
ved for a century and a half towards 
that power.” This was a feeble re- 
ply ; for our line of conduct towards 
Poitugal had been suddenly and ne- 
cessarily changed. In the progress 
of a contest, wherein our own vital 
interests as well as her’s were at stake, 
our battles were to be fought in Por- 
tugal ; and the military resources of 
the country were intrusted to us by 
the prince with the confidence whicn 
we deserve at his hands. But if those 
resources could be increased,* -as in- 
disputably they would have been, 


and that in a most material degree, 
— by setting on foot such measures 
of reform that the restoration of the 
old constitution should have kept pace 
with the political regeneration of 
Spain, it was our duty, both to the 
prince and the people, to have exerted 
our whole influence in bringing about 
this important object. It might have 
been made the condition of our as- 
sistance, — but that would not have 
been necessary; Prince Joam is a 
good*and conscientious man, worthy 
to have had better advisers than it 
Jias ever yet been his fortune to find. 
That which he believed tobehis duty, 
lie would ’ndeavour conscientiously 
to perform. He should be told, that 
if his counsellors persist in opposing 
every measure of reform, it. is not 
possible that the Portugiieze should 
remain enslaved, while the Spaniards 
are free. Let them proceed, like the 
Spaniards, steadily and temperately 
with the work of reformation, and the 
event of this glorious struggle will pro- 
bably be the union of Spam and Por- 
tugal in the Braganza line. But if he 
persist in continuing the old, destruc- 
tive, and suicidal system, instead of ic- 
suming the thionc of Portugal, evert 
the alliance of England will not be suf- 
ficient to support him upon that of 
Brazil. It is in hi«uown choice to be 
the last, or the greatest of his Wife. 
Such language might startle him, but 
if it came from an old and faithful 
ally, of whose strength and service 
he was every day receiving * Ifesh 
proofs, and whose honour was abcfve 
suspicion, it would influence hun also ; 
and he as well as his people, Brazi- 
lian and Portugueze,, would bless tis 
for our interference. 

•* It was not the fault of ministers,” 
Load Liverpool continued, nor of 
the person whom they had 6ent there 
as his majesty’s representative* and 
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who had discharged his duty dili- 
gently and faithfully, if the exertions 
of the Portuguese government were 
not correspondent to the danger of 
the crisis. The stale of the country 
must be recollected, which might 
truly be said to have been without a 
government ; all the antient and esta- 
blished authorities having disappeared 
with the prince regent. But, un- 
der these unpromising circumstances, 
every thing was done which could be 
done. There was no time lost > there 
was no exertion untried ; there was no 
measure neglected. Never were great- 
er exertions made to provide a suffi- 
cient force, and .never were they more 
successful. Asto the objection, that 
the troops had seen no service, every 
army must have a beginning. If Lord 
Grenville was not inclined to concur 
in the principle of the proposed mea- 
sure, let him declare it ; not by a side 
wind, not by an indirect attack on 
ministers, but by an immediate and 
explicit motion to withdraw the army 
from Portugal. If the defence of that 
country was of that hopeless and des- 
perate nature that the noble baron 
conceived it, the sooner the army was 
withdrawn the better. He had talk- 
ed as if war had not its chances and 
reverses, as if the risks in military 
opeiations wcrc*not always propor- 
tioned to the magnitude of the ob- 
ject, and had triumphantly asked, 
what have we gained in the peninsu- 
la ? What have we gained ! why, we 
have gained the hearts and affections 
of the whole population of Spain and 
Portugal ; we have gained that of 
which no triumphs, no successes of 
the enemy cogld deprive Us. In Por- 
tugal, such is the affection of the in- 
habitants, that there is no want of a 
British Soldier that is not instantly and 
cheerfully supplied. Look to Spain \ 
What is the feeling of the people of 


Spain, even in this awful moment of 
national convulsion and existing re- 
volution ? It is that of the most com- 
plete deferem e to the British minister 
and government ; and so perfect is 
their confidence inboth,that they have 
placed their fleet under the orders of 
the British admiral. Would a cold, 
cautious, and phlegmatic system of 
policy have ever produced such pi unis 
of unbounded confidence ? WmiIJ in- 
difference have produced those strong 
and signal proofs of affection ? What- 
ever might be the issue of the con- 
test in Spain, to this country would 
always remain the proud satisfaction 
of having done its duty. I Intrusted, 
we should never abandon Spain, so 
long as anyWiope remained of the 
possibility of ultimate success. We 
were bound J)y every sentiment of 
honour and good jFaiih to suppoit a 
people who bad given proofs of ho- 
nour, of good faith, and of bravery, 
which have not Leu exceeded by any 
nation that has existed.” 

Earl Moira replied to thii animated 
appeal, by delivering opinions which, 
as a soldier, he would never have con- 
ceived, if lie had not been possessed 
by party-spirit. u Every fhiug which 
the ministers attempted,” he said, 
“ was marked by imprudence and 
mismanagement ; their whole career 
betrayed, as the universal opinion 
of the public pronounced, a total 
want of judgement, foresight, and vi- 
gour ; and, as the climax of error, 
they now seemed resolved to defend 
Portugal, according to a plan of de- 
fence, too, wlxch was perfectly im- 
practicable. For it Was uttoriy ridi- 
culous to suppose, that the ideas of 
the Count L*i Lippc, as to the prac- 
ticability of defending Portugal from 
invasion, could now be relied upon. 
In fact, nothing could be gained from 
the attempt, whilst the danger wa 
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certain. We should be allowed to 
retain Portugal, under our present 
system, just so long as Buonaparte 
thought proper. The administration 
of these men had been marked by the 
annihilation of every foreign hope, 
and the reduction or every domestic 
resource ; they who vaunted of their 
resolution and power to protect and 
liberate the continent, had only sue* 
cecded in bringing danger close to our 
own shores. And why ? because they 
sacrificed the interests of the nation, 
and violated every principle of public 
duty, to gratify their personal ambi- 
tion and personal cupidity. He was 
speaking the language of ninety men 
out of' a hundred of the whole po- 
pulation of the counfry, when he 
asserted, that they deserved marked 
reprobation, and exemplary punish- 
ment.” w ' 

Viscount Sidmouth regretted the 
opportunitieswhichhadbeen lost, but, 
with his English feeling and his usual 
fairness, insisted that it was incum- 
bent upon us to stand by our allies to 
the uttermost. The Mai quis of Lans- 
down objected to the measures of mi- 
nistiy more temperately and deco- 
rously than his colleagues in opposi- 
tion ; but he joined in those slanders 
which weie so profusely lavished up- 
on the Portuguezc by journalists as 
ignorant as they were unfeeling^ ; and 
he asserted, that it was always bad 
policy to become a principal in a con- 
tinental war; and such we should be 
if the proposed force was to be kept 
up in Portugal.— Lord Erskine spoke 
in a stiain of acrimonious contempt, 
mingled withirrelevant accusations and 
unbpcoming levity. " The conduct of 
ministers, in retaining Walcheren,” he 
said, “ was most criminal ; — speaking 
as a lawyer, he would call it a murder- 
ous act. Andyettheychahengc^ a mo- 
tion foi their dismissal! Such a motion 


was indeed auspendedover their heads; 
and God knows,” 'said he, “ it is of 
little consequence whether they are 
on or off. But as to the retention of 
Portugal, it is stated that a native ar- 
my is collecting in that country, and 
our money is to be sent there for its 
support. What fatality ! There really 
seems to be a sort of predestination, 
which I will leave to the reverend 
bench to explain, that whenever the 
French take any country, or any pri- 
soner^ they shall ^ave some of our mo- 
ney also. 1 can hardly account for the 
infatuation which possesses those men, 
who suppose they can defend Portu- 
gal by sending a supply of British mo- 
nty there. It flight as well, in fact, be 
expected to accomplish that by send- 
ing over the woolsack, with my no- 
ble and learned friend upon it.” 

The ministers must have been well 
pleased with the conduct of their op- 
ponents in these debates ; they could 
not have desired any thing more fa- 
vourable to themselves than the in- 
temperance which had been displayed, 
and the-ra&h assertions, and more rash 
predictions, which had been so boldly 
hazarded against them. Those mem- 
bers of the opposition who did not 
regard every thing in the light of 
party, agreed with them ; the Earl 
of Buckinghamshire,, like Lord Sid- 
mouth, said, they had a difficult game 
to play, but it was indispensable that 
they should not be impeded in their 
proceedings. The Portuguezc cam- 
paign might terminate well or ilbybut 
it was a claim on British honour, that 
Portugal should not be deserted.— 
Lord Holland said, “he could not un- 
derstand how these noble lords could 
give their confidence to*ministers with- 
out being assured that their confi- 
dence was deserved. We were obli- 
ged in honour to do what we could 
for Portugal, without injury to our- 
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selves,— in honour—** for that was the 
only motive that ought to interest 
the feelings, or excite the hearts of 
this or any other people. But if we 
were to embark in the cause of that 
sinking people, we were not to load 
them with our imbecility, in addition 
to their own weakness. A great plan 
wa 9 necessary : nothing neutral or 
narrow, nothing minute, nothing tem- 
porary, could enter into the principle 
of such a plan ; but for this, qualities 
were requisite whiefy no man could 
hope for in the present ministry. 
Where was the addiess, the ability, 
the knowledge, the public spirit, that 
were the soul of success in such a 
cause ? He found them shifting from* 
object to object, and hanging their 
hope on every weak and bending sup- 
poit, that failed them in the first 
moment of pressure. They cheered 
themselves with little circumstances. 
They iii at sustained themselves on 
the improvement of the Portugue/e 
aimy, then on the free turn which 
their constitution was to receive. He 
thought, that for defence no govern- 
ment could be too free ; by that he 
meant too democratic ; the words 
might not be synonymous, but it was 
in such governments that men felt of 
what they were capable ; there was 
then the full Ptictcji of all the powers. 
There was a gieat struggle, a great 
allay of the ba&er pa6$ions ; but there 
rose from them a spirit vigorous, sub* 
tilled, and pure; there was the tri- 
umph of all the vehement principles 
of the nation ; the rapid intelligence, 
the bold decision, the daring courage, 
the stern love cf country. It was in 
the hour of struggle that men started 
up among the ranks of the shrinking 

{ people $ those bright shapes of va- 
our and viitue that gave a new life 
to the people ; those surpassing forms 
of dignity and splendour that sud- 


denly rose up, as if by miracle, among 
the host, rushed to the front of the 
battle, and, as in the days of old, 
by their sole appearance turned the 
victory. But where was the symptom 
of a love for free government in the 
conduct of the ministry? The govern- 
ment of Portugal had been absolutely 
in their hands ; had they disburthened 
it of its obstructions to freedom ? had 
they pointed its aspect towards de» 
mocracy ? It would be criminal to 
force a nation to a defence which 
might draw down nun on them. But 
if we were found to withdraw from 
the contest, it was possible for us to 
do so without degrading the country 
by any base avidity for Jittlc gams, by 
seizing upon ary of those little pieces 
of plunder, which were already so 
tempting, and apt to overpower our 
resistance to fhe temptation. We 
might leave the country of our ally 
with the spirit of friendship and the 
purity of honour. It was of great 
moment to us, in even that meanest 
and lowest view of policy, to leave 
the people of the peninsula our friends, 
but we must be actuated by a higher 
principle, and be regretted and reve- 
red by those whom we weic forced 
to abandon. He could not expect 
this from his majesty's ministers, and 
therefore cftuld not think their hands 
fit to v^ield the resources, or sustain 
the character of the British empire.'* 
JLoid Holland therefore vottd for 
the amendment, the object of whu h 
was, that the cause of the peninsula 
should be given up as hopeless. Had 
he known the Pqjrtuguezc as well as 
he knew the Spaniards, he world have 
esteemed them as highly, and not have 
despaired of Portugal ; and had his 
judgement not been warped by those 
influences, from which it itr scarcely 
possible that any man who lives in a po- 
litical atmosphere can wholly escape. 
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he would have supported any admi- 
nistration which would stand by Por- 
tugal and Spain. I n the present state 
of the world, this was the point of 
paramount importance ; all other po- 
litical questions, whether foreign or 
domestic, were comparatively insigni- 
ficant. On this point Lord Holland 
felt with the ministers, but he voted 
with their opponents. 

The debate was not less interest- 
ing in the Lower House, 
March 9. when Mr Perceval mo* 
ved in the Committee of 
Supply for a sum not exceeding 
980,0001. for the defence of Portu- 
gal ; “ a vote,” he said, w so con- 
sistent with the feelings which the 
house had professed 311 former occa- 
sions, that he should not have expect- 
ed any opposition to it. He remind- 
ed the house, that those who opposed 
it had been always of opinion that 
it was impossible for Spain to hold 
out so long ; that if she succeeded at 
all, she must succeed at once ; but 
that she could never maintain a pro- 
tracted contest against the disciplined 
armies and enormous resources of 
France. This was their declared and 
recorded opinion ; but what was the 
fact ? Spain had continued the strug- 
gle. France might occupy the coun- 
try with an army, but her p« wer would 
be confined within the limits pf her 
military posts, and it would require 
nearly as large an army to keep pos- 
session of it as to make the conquest. 
There never had existed a military 
power capable of subduing a popula- 
tion possessing the piind, and heart, 
and soul of the Spaniards. They 
might sustain reverses ; but the very 
victories and triumph* of their ene- 
mies would teach them discipline, and 
infuse intes them a spirit which would 
ultimately be the ruin of th, ir op- 
pressors. Under these circumstances, 


would it be wise ,to abandon Portu- 
gal ? The last Austrian war had ari- 
sen in a great measure out of the con- 
test in the peninsula, and during the 
progress of that war, however cala- 
mitous the result had proved, it would 
be in the recollection of the house, 
that one other day’s successful resist- 
ance of the French by the Austrians 
might have overthrown the accumu- 
lated power of the enemy. Such 
events might again take place, for no 
man f could anticipate, in the present 
state of the world, what might arise 
i n the course of a short time ; but be 
that as it might, as long as the con- 
test was, oi 'ould be, maintained in the 
peninsula, the best policy of thiscoun- 
try was to support and promote it.” 

To this Sir John Newport replied* 
u he wa 9 astonished it could be sup- 
posed that such a motion could be 
agreed to without opposition for if 
any question could provoke opposi- 
tion, it must be that which would 
make them continue efforts in a cause 
which every one but the ministers 
considered hopeless. As for the re- 
corded opinion of Parliament which 
had been alluded to. Parliament was 
pledged to support the Spaniards 
while they were true to themselves ; 
but that they had been true to them- 
selves he denied.” . Then assuming, 
as a thing of course, that the Frffticn 
must necessarily drive us out of Por- 
tugal, he asked what was to be done 
with the 30,000 Portugueze soldiers. 
<c Were they to be brought to this 
country, and added to the already 
enormous foreign army in its service? 
or were they to be sent to Brazil ? or 
to be left fully equipped, and ready 
to add to the military force of Buo- 
naparte ?” In the course of his speech 
Sir John Newport endeavoured to 
show, that the Portugueze levies had 
not been expedited as they ought to 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


4^7 


Chap. 14?. 


have been. Mr VilHers, who had 
been our minister in Portugal, made 
answer, “ that the government was 
administered with great vigour. Large 
supplies of money had been raised to 
meet the public exigencies ; the old 
military constitution of the country 
had been restored ; the finances were 
ably administered and well collected ; 
and the war department conducted 
with much energy and ability. If 
Spain had done its duty equally with 
Portugal, in supporting the efforts of 
Great Britain, its cause would already 
have triumphed, and there would not 
now have been a Frenchman upon the 
Spanish territory.” , 

Mr Curwen said , 11 that as the Por- 
tugueze people had suffered a French 
army to overrun their country without 
any resistance, he was not for placing 
much reliance upon the Portuguese 
troops. IF the enemy could point 
out what he would wish that wc should 
undertake, his first wish would be that 
we should attempt to defend Portu- 
gal.” Hr Curwen then proceeded 
to speak of the profusion and extra- 
vagance of the government. “ Buo- 
naparte,” he said, “ could not receive 
more cheering hopes of ultimate suc- 
cess, than he would derive from learn- 
ing that the present ministers were to 
continue in office, ’and that the House 
of Commons still persisted in placing 
a bluid confidence in* them, and ena- 
bling them to enter upon measures 
which, in their inevitable result, could 
not fail to answer all his purposes. 
The vote of the house this night, if 
it should* decide against attempting 
the defence of Portugal, would be 
more important than if we were to 
take half the French army prisoners.” 

Mr Leslie Foster then rose, and his 
speech, in the spirit that it breathed, 
and the knowledge which it displayed, 
formed a singular contrast to the ha- 


rangues of the opposition. « The 
present proposition ‘of his majesty,” 
said he, is partly connected with his 
past conduct towards the peninsula ; 
it is but a continuance and extension 
of the same spirit of British resist- 
ance. It is now, however, open to the 
reprehension of two classes of polj. 
tician9 j those who think we never 
ought to have committed ourselves for 
the salvation of Portugal and Spain, 
and those who, having approved of 
that committal while the event ap- 
peared doubtful, think that the over- 
whelming power of France has at 
length brought this tragedy so near- 
ly to a close, that nothing is ktf't for 
us but to escape if possible from be- 
ing sharers in^its catastrophe. In 
support of these opinions tiiey now 
appeal to events, Hope, they con- 
tend, has vanished, there is no longer 
room for prediction, history has al- 
ready recorded, in letters of blood, 
the fate that awaits our perseverance. 
To me the aspect of the peninsula 
appears an enigma, which it is no re- 
flection on any ministers not perfect- 
ly to have understood ; a revolution 
bursting out at a period the least ex- 
pected, exhibiting events in its pro- 
gress the most singularly contradic- 
tory, andpregnant with results, which 
I still thilfk no man living can fore- 
see.— If, on the one hand, we are re- 
ferred to the apathy of Gallicia du- 
ring the retreat of Sir John Moore, 
if we are desired to remember Ocana. 
and T udela, and all the other scenes of 
the defeats which the Spaniards have 
endured, and endured without despon- 
dency, must we not in candour remem- 
ber, that there was a battle of Baylen, 
and a battle of V alencia ? A re we to shut 
our eyes to the extraordinary pheno- 
menon, that in Catalonia, the very next 
rovince to France, the French, at this 
our, appear to be as often tke besie* 
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ged as the besiegers ; and can we for- 
get Zaragoza and Gerona ? But above 
all, shall we not do justice to that 
singular obstinacy, to give it no more 
glorious a character, which has sus- 
tained their spirit under two hundred 
defeats, and which, in every period of 
the history of Spain, has formed its 
distinguishing characteristic ? The 
expulsion of the Moors was the fruit 
* of seven centuries of fighting unin- 
terrupted, and of 3600 battles, in ma- 
ny of which the Spaniards had been 
defeated. — In the beaten but per- 
severing Spaniards of these days, we 
may trace the descendants of those 
warriors, as easily as we recognize the 
sons of the Conquerors of Creasy 
and of Agincourt in the English who 
fought at Talavera. We may trace 
the same individual fovtitude and pa- 
tience, the same* enthusiastic super- 
stition, the same persevering insensi- 
bility of failure, and, I will add, the 
same absolute indifference as to liber- 
ty, constitution, or cortes, that distin- 
guished the expellers of the Moors. 
Because we feel that freedom is the 
first of blessings, it is too much to say 
that other nations are to be raised in 
arms by no other motives than its in- 
fluence. History should have taught 
us, that there is another spirit prompt- 
ing men to war, and which once pour- 
ed all Europe forth in the Crutades ; 
and however we may pronounce on 
the motives of our ancestors, the fact 
we cannot deny, that the greatest 
spectacle of embattled nations ever 
exhibited on the theatre of war, was 
under governments and systems which 
indeed were not worth the defending. 

I believe we may consider the inha- 
bitants 6f the peninsula, first, as a 
multitude of hardy and patient pea- 
santry, buried in ignorance and su- 
perstition, and accustomed from their 
cradles, by the traditions and the 
songs of their ancestors, to consider 


the sword as the natural companion 
of the cross ; and almost inseparably 
to connect in idea the defence of their 
religion with the slaughter of their 
enemies ; and with these predisposi- 
tions goaded into madness by sixteen 
myriads of ecclesiastics, as ignorant 
almost as their flocks ; but without, 
an idea or a wish for freedom ; with 
Fernando Setiimo in their mouths, 
as an unmeaning watch-word, and 
fighting, if you will, for the continu- 
ance* of the inquisition. And with 
these qualifications it is my most firm 
conviction, that they would have over- 
whelmed all the armies of France, 
but that it was their misfortune to be 
cursed with a nobility in all respects 
the opposite of the peasantry, differ- 
ing from them, not merely in their 
moral qualit ies, but even in their phy- 
sical appearance ; a nobility of vari- 
ous degrees of worthlessness, but with 
a few brilliant exceptions, generally 
proportioned to the rank of their no- 
bility ; and further cursed by agovern- 
ment, ( I speak not of their kings but 
of the junta,) both in its form and in 
its substance, the most abominable 
that ever repressed or betrayed the 
energies of a nation. Hence despe- 
rate from repeated treason, destitute 
of confidence, not in themselves but 
in their commanders, unable to stand 
before the French in battle, but still 
more unable to abstain from fighting. 
One rare and unquestionable feature 
they presented, a nation that would 
fight with France ; and certain I am, 
that if we had not tried the experi- 
ment of fighting by their side, these 
very men, who now most loudly con- 
demn the course we ,have pursued, • 
would be calling for the impeachment 
of these ministers, who had neglected' 
such glorious opportunities ; who, in 
the crisis of the fate of France, had 
shrunk from the only field where tl^ere 
was a prospect of contending w 'th 
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success ; ■ who had coldly refused^ our 
aid to the only allies who were ever 
worthy of British co-operation. It is 
too much an habit to call for the 
fruits of our battles, tacitly assuming 
that nothing but theabsoluteandcom- 
plete attainment of our object can jus- 
tify having fought them. I never can 
agree to measure the justification of 
a battle by the mere fruits of Victory ; 
yet even on this ground I must coil* 
tend, that never were there laurels the 
more opposite of bar/en, than those 
which have been reaped by our coun- 
trymen in Spain. We, indeed, want- 
ed not to be convinced that our ar- 
my, equally as our navy, equalled in 
science, and exceeded in courage, that* 
of any other nation in the world ; but 
if we have any anxiety for our cha- 
racter with other armies, if reputation 
is strength, and if the reputation of 
a nation, as well as of an individual, 
consists not in the estimation in which 
it holds itself, but in the estimation in 
whichit is held by others, is a false va- 
nity to cause us to shut our eyes and 
ears to the opinions of other nations ? 
Spain at least had been convinced by 
the exertions of her government, mis- 
rep resenting our failure at Buonas 
Ayres, and other scenes of our misfor- 
tunes, that Great Britain, omnipotent 
by sea, was ever ridiculous on land. So 
much so, that wheti the army of Ge- 
neral Spencer was landed near Cadiz, 
than which a finer army never left the 
English shore, it was the wonder as 
well as the pity of the Spaniards, that 
such noble-looking soldiers should be 
so absolutely incapable of fighting ; 
the * beautiful’ army was even the 
emphatic denomination by which the 
British forces Vere distinguished ; 
and when Sir John Moore was known 
to be at length on his march, that 
the beautiful army, the * hermoso ex- 
ercitOf was actually advancing, was a 


subject of Spanish surprise, at least 
as much as of Spanish exultation ; 
but when that army had commenced 
its retreat, old impressions were re- 
vived with tenfold force, c hermoso ' 
was no longer the epithet bestowed 
ou it, but one which it is impossible 
for me to repeat. Nor let it be said, 
that Coru.ia was a full vindication 
of its fame. We indeed know that 
British heroism never shone more con- 
spicuous than on that day ; but the 
ray of glory which illuminated that 
last scene of our retreat, was but fee- 
bly reflected through the rest of Spain 
from that distant part of the peninsu- 
la. The French returned in triumph 
to Madrid, and boastetj they hacl dri- 
ven us into the^jea ; it was certain we 
were no longer on the land, and under 
such circumstances it is not surprising 
that Spain should have declined to have 
given to us all the credit which we real- 
ly deserved. Some gentlemen, T see, 
are of opinion that it is no great matter 
what the Spaniards thought about us ; 
but are we equally indifferent to the 
opinions of the French ? Let us not 
too hastily conclude that they did full 
justice to our merits. We are told, 
indeed, that at Maida and in Egypt 
we had set that point at rest. Of 
Maida, I shall only say, that within 
the last numth it has bee% for the 
first time, mentioned in any newspa- 
per of France, and that I believe nine 
tenths of the French soldiers have 
never heard either of the battle, or of 
the existence of such a place ; and as 
to Egypt, surely every gentleman 
who has conversed in France upon 
that subject, must have found that 
their opinion is universally that which 
General Regniv, in his most able, but 
untrue representation, of those events, 
has laboured to impress, namely, that 
the treachery of Menou, and the de- 
testation in which the army held the 
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service in Egypt, and their anxiety to 
return to France, were the real cau- 
ses of their expulsion ; and that an 
overwhelming force of ninety thou- 
sand men, of English, Turks, and In- 
dians, which he says, and which they 
believe, we brought against them, fur- 
siished a decent excuse for their sur- 
render. Let ns remember too, that 
it was after these proofs of British 
military excellence, that Buonaparte, 
on the heights of Boulogne, parcelled 
out in promise to his soldiers the es- 
tates of the ‘ nation boutiquicre let 
us remember also our own opinions in 
those days, how general engagements 
were to be avoided ; how a system of 
bush-Sighting v was to be adopted in 
Kent ; and our hopqs that England 
might be saved after London might 
be lost, or what inundations wc 
should make to protect it. Such lan- 
guage was then termed « caution 
but on the proud eminence on which 
\vc arc now placed, we may afford to 
acknowledge there was in it some mix- 
ture of distrust in the good old bayonet 
of Britain. Where are the promises of 
Buonaparte now ? The very ridicule 
of such assertions would render it 
impossible for him to repeat them. It 
is these guilty ministers who have 
taught to him, and what I think of 
much more consequence, kave taught 
to England, another style of conversa- 
tion. They have fairly tried that 
point, so carefully avoided by their 
predecessors ; they have brought our 
armies to a meeting with the finest 
armies of France ; aud have added 
more to our strength as well as to our 
glory, by fighting in Spain, than their 
predecessors by abstaining from it in 
Poland. — Such is tho view which I 
take of what is past : With respect 
to the second point, whether the time 
is indeed come, when our further as- 
sistance can only be destruction to 


ourselves, without being serviceable 
to our allies, a very little time must 
shew us that ; and if there are indeed 
good grounds of hope, any premature 
expression of our despondency will 
certainly extinguish them. The jun- 
ta is at length fortunately demolished. 
The French are again dispersed over 
every part of the peninsula ; th£ peo- 
ple are still every where in arms. Let 
u§ not damp that spirit which may 
effect much, and which must effect 
something, which must at least give 
long employment to the forces of our 
*'nemy. If, indeed, it depended sole- 
ly upon us, whether our allies should 
continue thn sacrifice of blood which 
’they have so profusely shed, I should 
not think us justifiable in purchasing 
our quiet at such a price ; but con- 
vinced as I am, that whether we stand 
by them, or forsake them, those gal- 
lant nations will still continue to bleed 
at every pore, our assistance assumes 
a new character, and independent of 
the advantages to be derived to our- 
selves ; independent of, I believe, 
^(X),()00 Frenchmen already fallen ; 
independent of not less than 300, (XX) 
more required even to preserve exist- 
ence in the peninsula; independent 
of Brazil and South America, forever 
severed from our enemies ; and inde- 
pendent of the fleets of the peninsula, 

I trust rescued from their grasp*; in- 
dependent of these gains to ourselves, 
there is another feeling binding upon 
a nation, as well as upon an individual, 
not to forsake our friend because he 
is in his greatest danger. — Still, how- 
ever, I acknowledge a limit there must 
be, beyond which we cannot go, and 
whenever we can agj[ce in declaring , 
that 

Fuuditus occidimus ncque habet Fortuna 
regressum, 

then, indeed, the first laws of self-pre- 
servation will call on us to disepnti- 
9 \ 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


Ml 


Chap. 1L] 


nue the contest. But surely Great 
Britain will not uttef such a sentiment 
until her allies shall be disposed to 
join in it. They do not despair, ami 
1 will never despair of them so long 
as they do not despair of themselves, 
so long as I should leave it in their 
power to say to us at a future day, 

* Whence these chains ? — If you had 
stood firm a little longer, if you had 
not so soon fainted, we should not at 
this day be in the power of our ene- 
mies.” 

General Ferguson was the first^ier- 
son who rose after Mr Leslie Foster 
had concluded his able and manly 
speech. ** He had been in Portu- 
gal,” he said, u and thought it his. 
duty to tell the house what he had 
reason to believe on the subject. In 
the first place, he did not think there 
were 30, (XX) soldiers in that country ; 
those that there were, had certainly, 
by the exertions of General Bercsford 
and other British officers, attained an 
appearance of discipline : but he fear- 
ed that an army adequate to the task 
of now defending Portugal, must be 
able to make a stand in the first in- 
stance ; and if obliged to retreat, must 
still, as opportunity offered, return to 
the charge ; and thus make resistance 
after .resistance. Now he was deci- 
dedly of opinion, from what he had 
scen^and heard of 9 them, that on the 
very first defeat the little discipline of 
the Portuguc/.e army would vanish, 
and a dispersion be the consequence.” 
It is due to the character of such a 
man as General Ferguson, to add in 
this place* that when the events of the 
ensuing autumn had shown how cruel- 
ly he wronged the Portugue/.e, he 
took the earlitfct opportunity of ac- 
knowledging his error, with the feel- 
ings of a Briton and a soldier. 

Mr Fitzgerald asked whether mi- 
nisters had employed transports to 


bring away ouv cavalry from Portu- 
gal ; in this service, he said, our mo- 
ney would be best employed. He had 
never heard of any achievement per- 
formed by the Portuguez**, except, 
indeed, that 2000 of them, with the 
bishop of Porto at their head, tuul en- 
tered Porto, and taken 2i? Frenchmen 
prisoners.— Lord Milton repeated the 
erroneous proposition of the Marquis 
of Lansdowue, that it was highly im- 
proper to act as principals in a foreign 
country, instead of as auxiliaries. u No 
reasonable man,” lie affirmed, u could 
vote a million of the public money for 
such a purpose, when .the French 
were under the walls of Cadiz. It 
had often been the practice to Subsi- 
dize foreign troops, but he believed 
it had never bffere entered the head 
of any English statesman to grant 
subsidies to the^ortugueze; to those, 
in fact, among whonAhc materials for 
an army could not be found.” Mr 
Bankes talked of the money : “ Wc 
had it not to spare, and if we had, even 
then we ought not to spare it. Too 
much money had already been furnish- 
ed to the Spaniaids. Where were we 
to find more ? specie wc had not, and 
paper would not answer. The enemy 
were now perhaps in possession of 
Cadiz, which had escaped immediate 
capture oq}y through an accident. 
The cortes had not even a town in 
Spain To meet in. It was quite ro- 
mantic to expect that a British army, 
of 20, or 25,000 men, even with what- 
ever co-operation Portugalcouldgive, 
would be able to maintain the war 
there as principal against France. lie 
must oppose the ’motion, and recom- 
mend that the resources of the coun- 
try should be husbanded for our de- 
fence.” 

Upon this, Mr Jacob, .who wai 
just returned from .Spain, denied that 
France had any complete occupation 
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of that country, cither civil or milita- 
ry. InGatalonia, it would be diffi- 
cult tor "say, whether there were at 
this moment "more Spanish towns 
besieged by the French, or towns 
occupied by French troops besieged 
by the Spaniards ; and the communi- 
cations were so completely cut off, 
that the French could not s£nd a let- 
ter from Barcelona to Gerona* with- 
out an escort of at least 500 cavalry 
to protect it. Generally speaking, 
throughout the whole "of Spain, those 
towns only were surrendered to them 
which were under the influence of the 
nobility and gentry of large estates ; 
but the mass of the people were patri- 
otic, and the villages were still defend- 
ed after the toVns had been betrayed. 
Not only the villages, *but the moun- 
tains were still obstinately defended. 
He believed, that amt ng the nobility 
and gentry, wlftre there were two 
brothers, the man of great possessions 
was always for submitting to the ene- 
my, while the other joined the patrio- 
tic standard. We had been accustom- 
ed to consider civil wars as the most 
horrible of all kinds of hostilities, but 
never was any civil war so horrible as 
that which was now raging in Spain. 
The massacre, the pillage* and the 
violence offered to women, were un- 
paralleled. He had lately been wit- 
ness to some of these dreadful atroci- 
ties. The town of Puerto Rf al had 
surrendered upon terms, and Victor, 
upon entering it, published a procla- 
mation, promising the most perfect 
security to all the inhabitants. Ne- 
vertheless, he had hardly taken pos- 
session before he ordered the men^ 
who were mostly artificers at the 
docks in Cadiz, to be imprisoned, 
and the females were marched down 
to St Many's, to be violated by his 
army.” 

It might have been thought that 


such a statement as this, could have 
produced but one effect, least 
that n6;man could possibly have been 
found who would attempt to weaken 
its effect, by recriminating upon his 
own country. Mr Whitbread, after 
observing that he believed Mr Jacob 
had gone to Spain upon a mission, 
half commercial, half diplomatic, de- 
manded of him whether he had been 
au eye-witness of these atrocities ; and 
if he were, or if he were not, why he 
had detailed them, unless it was to 
inflalne the hoftsc upon a question 
where their judgement only was to 
decide ? “ Abuses, no doubt,” he 
said, u must have prevailed, but were 
^gentlemen aware of none committed 
under circumstances of less provoca- 
tion, when the clergy received the 
mandates of power to ascend their 
pulpits, and issue from them falsehoods 
not more rank than they were noto- 
rious ?** Such ‘are the sentiments and 
such the language which Mr Wbit# 
bread is reported to have uttered upon 
this occasion. He proceeded to ask, 
€i where was the spirit of the Spa- 
niards which had been so spoken of ? 
where were its effects ? were they seen 
in suffering the French troops to pass 
over the face of their country, like 
light through an unresisting medium ? 
We were gravely told that the post 
could not pass unmolested ; nodpubt 
this was a most serious calamity, and 
a conclusive proof of the energy of 
thepopular spirit, only, unfortunately, 
wc had the same proof in Ireland 
Spain,*' he averred, u had not done 
its duty— no matter from what cause ; 
the people had, however, some, ex- 
cuse, they had been under the selfish 
sway of an aristocracy, that only 
wanted to use them as an instrument 
to effect their own narrow purposes ; 
their implicit confidence , Wo been 
abused by the blind bigotry if an in- 

2 •- i , 
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tolerant priesthood^— a priesthood, 
that whatever it preached, practised 
not the gospel it ought not alone to 
preach hut practise ; they had had 
the sword in their hands as often as 
the crosier, and they had had, he 
feared, in their hearts any thing but 
the meekness, humility, charity, and 
peace, that their blessed master had 
inculcated by his pure precepts, en- 
forced by the example of his spotless 
life, and 6ealcd by the last sufferings 
of his all-atoning death. While,” 
*aid Mr Whitbread, “ I value those 
precepts and that example, 1 never 
can take pleasure insettingmanagainst 
his fellow-man in a hopeless struggle.^ 
I think the present cause hopeless, 
and, as such, 1 never will consent to 
its being uselessly and cruelly pro- 
tracted.” Mr Huskisson and Mr 
Bathurst spoke like men, in whom 
the principle of opposition wag not 
the pole star of their political course. 
The question, Mr Huskisson said, 
was, whether we were to withhold 
from his majesty’s ministers the means 
hy which the contest might be ren- 
dered more likely to be successful. 
Mr Bathurst said, it was enough for 
him to know that an alliance with 
Portugal had been concluded, and 
that Portugal, in virtue of that al- 
liance, demanded o*ir assistance. An 
amendment wa3 moved by Mr Tier- 
ney, tending to refusa the grant, and 
1 42 members voted for it, over whom 
• ministers had a majority of 62. In 
the Lords, the numbers had been 94, 
and 124. 

To comment upon tbelanguage of 
the, opposition in these debates would 
, ]be superfluous. The little knowledge 
which they displayed of the nation- 
al character of the. Spaniards, and 
Portugucze, and of the nature of the 
seat of Star, and the contemptuous 
^ tone in which they ridiculed and rc- 
^ VOJ . Ill, .PART U 


viledour allies, were of little moment ; 
but the debate was of maiu import- 
ance, because the party committed 
themselves so completely upon the 
defence of Portugal, declaring, in the 
most confident and positive terms, that 
it was hopeless, and ought not to be 
attempted. Their journalists took 
up the subject in the same strain ; 
they did not indeed, like the devil’s 
advocate in a cause of canonization, 
make the. best case they could for the 
French, cross-examiningthe witnesses 
who spoke of their rapes, murders, 
and massacres, and, admitting that 
abuses must have prevailed, hint at 
the provocation which had bean gi- 
ven : the manner in which Buona-* 
parte had beg*n and carried on the 
war in the peninsula, was too noto- 
rious, too shocking, too flagrant, for 
any journalist to venture upon such 
arguments ; but they followed the 
happy pattern of prediction which had 
been set them. One of two things, 
they said, must necessarily happen 
to these 30,000 Portugucze. troops ; 
either they must all fall into the 
hands of the French, or we must 
bring them out of Portugal. The pos- 
sibility that, with a British army, they 
might be able successfully to defend 
their country, these men had neither 
courage, ndr wisdom, nor knowledge 
to contemplate. Could it be doubt- 
ed for a moment, they said, that 
Spain would be subdued, from one 
extremity to the other, before the 
end of six months? They copied, too, 
as faithfully, the false and slanderous 
representations wlfich were made of 
the Porttigueze. A thousand T’or- 
tugueze, they said, would fly before 
a single French Company, just as so 
many gipsies would run away from a 
constable. We might raise a better 
legion in Norwood. Was there an 
English colonel who would give liv* 
f 2 E 
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shillings a dozen for such recruits, 
or a serjeant who would be at the ex- 
pence of a bowl of punch for four- 
scoreof them? — The French and their 
partizans did not fail to make all due 
use of this most improper and impru- 
dent conduct; but the Portugucze 
were too well acquainted with the 
real character and feelings of this 
nation towards them, to have their 
faith in British friendship shaken by 
the gross misrepresentations of a vi- 
rulent party : and they knew, perhaps, 
that statesmen who take part against 
the government, and against the al- 
lies of their country, and writers wiio 
pervert to the most wicked and pe- 
lilous purports the freedom of the 
press, are the concomitant evils of 
a free constitution like ours, under 
which both public aod private libel- 
lers breed as naturally, as vermin in a 
genial climate. 

This contemptuous opinion of the 
Portugucze must have originated more 
in party spirit than in ignorance ; for 
even if the persons who advanced it 
could be supposed to be utterly un- 
acquainted with the history of that 
people, and with the nature of man, 
they must have seen, if they were 
capable of understanding what they 
saw, in the practice of the French, 
that the men of any country will make 
good soldiers under proper discipline. 
The Italians, who, under the gross 
mismanagement of Austria, orof Lheir 
own princes, ran like sheep before 
the French, form at this time a por- 
tion of the French army, in every 
respect equal to* their former con- 
querors. And that the Portugucze 
might soon be disciplined, had been 
proved by Sir Robert Wilson, to 
vvhom^a vote of thanks was moved 
during this session, for the essential 
service which he had rendered with 
hig legion, and refused onl ; upon the 


ground that the thanks of parliament 
were never vot'd but for great victo- 
ries; but the merit. s of Sn Robert and 
his legion were admitted in the dear- 
est and strongest terms. It is great- 
ly to be regretted, that a man who 
had given such proofs of ability and 
enterprize, should have remained un- 
employed. The work wuch he had go 
well begun, was now c irried into effect 
by Marshal IVresford upon a great 
scale. The Portugucze army, which, 
iindor a system of complicated abuses, 
bad been reduced to such degradm ion, 
that officers have bu*n s»'eu asking 
diarity in the streets of Lisbo.., was 
immediately reformed, as far as the 
power of Ijm* commander- in-cluef ex- 
tended, in all its branches. The offi- 
cers and noii-coirinisM«>ned officers 
were in the habit of kicking and stri- 
king the soldiers 5 where vei British 
officers were appointed to command 
regiments, this was unm< diately for- 
bidden, and then' example, with the 
decided opinion of Marshal Bercsford, 
has nearly, or altogether, put a stop 
to the disgraceful practice. In Eng- 
land, we lu ar *»f the barbarity of our 
martial laws, and the stigma ought to 
be taken away ; in Portugal, the ordi- 
nary punishment, though less diKgr ace- 
ful and le?s severe than the abomina- 
ble system of flagging, proved more 
frequently fatal ; !t mu isled fli stri- 
king the soldii-r on the back, across 
the shoulders, with the broad side of 
a swoid. The number of strokes, or. 
pniicadas, never exceeded fifty ; but 
the sufferers have not uufrcqueutly 
been known to drop down dead im- 
mediately after receiving thirty, from 
a rupture of the, aorta. Marshal 
Bere&ford ordered a small cane to be 
used instead of the sword ; and thus, 
without altering the national method 
of punishment, rendered it no longer 
dangerous. 
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There were other evils which were establishment of its cortes. The hos* 
beyond the reach of Marshal Berea, pitals, which, according to Dr Halli- 
ford’s power, and which could only day, were infinitely more destructive 
be remedied by a restoration of the to the army than the sword of the 
old constitution of Portugal, and the enemy, and would have destroyed it 
reforms which would necessarily fol- much faster than it could have been 


low that most desirable event. When 
the troops of the line are recruited, it 
is neither done by ballot nor by boun- 
ty. A certain number are demand- 
ed from each district ; the captain of 
that district picks all whom he chusc ., 
sends them to prison till he has col- 
lectcd the whole number, then march- 
es them to join their regiment. The 
Marshal introduced the easy improve- 
ment of sending them to a recruiting 
depot, to be drilled before they join- 
ed ; but unluckily lie fixed upon the 
peninsula of Peniche, a swampy and 
unwholesome spot, which proved fatal 
to many, acting with double * effect 
upon the depressed, half-starved, and 
ill-treated peasants, who were sent 
there. The depot was afterwards re- 
moved to Mafra, a fine healthy situa- 
tion ; U but,” says a British physician 
who served witn this army, and to 
whom the public are indebted for an 
account of its re-organization, u un- 
less the recruits undergo a strict me- 
dical examination on their being first 
levied, thedepot will never be healthy, 
nor will it be possible to keep the 
army effective ; the sick, the lame, 
and the lazy, are all crowded into the 
same dungeon when recruited by the 
Gapitam Mor; contagion is generated, 
and very often those, and those alone, ' 
who were fit for the service, are cur- 
ried off by disease.”’ 

Over the method of levying troops 
Marshal Beresford Jiad no cuiitroul, 
nor is it likely that any mitigation of 
this cruel grievance will be effected, 
till Portugal, like Spain, sees the re- 


recruited, were greatly improved un- 
der a British inspector, though the 
government would not permit his re- 
gulations to be carried into effect to 
their full extent. Still a great and 
material improvement was accomplish- 
ed. The commissariat was so con- 
ducted, as to be at once inefficient for 
the army, and oppressive for the peo- 
ple. A board of administration at 
.Lisbon has its intendauts in ctcry 
province, and its factor fife very town. 
Government contracts for provisions 
and forage, at fixed price9, with the 
board, and the b#ard directs its fac- 
tors to purchase what fhay he requi- 
red for the troops on the spot. Pay- 
ment is made by bills upon the board, 
which in the best times were seldom 
taken up till twelve months after they 
became due, and in the present state 
of things were considered as worth 
nothing. The farmer, therefore, na- 
turally concealed his grain ; it was 
very seldom that magazines were 
formed, or any provision made against 
scarcity ; and^what the farmer could 
not or would not sell at the disadvan- 
tageous rate which the factors offer- 
ed, was usually taken, when it could 
be found, by force. Marshal Beres- 
ford got commissaries appointed to 
the different brigades, but he could 
not get money for them, and there- 
fore they were of little use. To re- 
form the civil establishments of the 
army, was almost as difficult as it 
would have been’to reform the go- 
vernment ; the utmost ex/rtiyus of 
Marshal Beret ford, aided as they were 


* Dr IJalliday’s Present State of the Porlugue/e army. 
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by Lord Wellington’s interference, 
availed nothing ; they were opposed by 
every species of low cunning and court 
intrigue. For the old corruptions ex- 
isted in full vigour, notwithstanding 
the removal of the court to Brazil ; 
and the body politic continued to 
euffer under its inveterate disease, a 
morbus pediculosm , from which no- 
thing but a cortes can purify it, and 
restore it to health and strength. In 
Spain, we did our duty by urging that 
the cortes should be convoked ; had 
we considered the Portugueze as much 
as the house of Braganza, or had we 
looked forward to the real and vital 
intertrsts of that family, we should 
have urged il m Portugal aho, sure 
of obtaining equal benefit for the 
prince and the people, if we had made 
it the condition of oer assistance. 

Much, howeVer, has been done for 
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Portugal, enough- to be ever remem- 
bered by that country with gratitude, 
and by Great Britain with a gene- 
rous and ennobling pride. An Eng- 
lish commissariat, scrupulously exact 
in all its dealings, relieved the farmers 
in great measure from the oppression 
of their own government; the soldiers 
learnt to respect their officers ami 
themselves ; they rapidly improved 
in discipline ; they acquired confi- 
dence, and became proud of their 
profession. The government itself 
found it necessary to alter its old sys- 
tem of secresy and delusion ; the dis- 
patches of Lord Wellington and Mar- 
shal Be rL* ford were published in the 
Lisbon Gazette, and the people of 
Portugal were officially informed of 
the real circumstances of the war, aie 
fairly and as fully as they had been in 
the War of the Acclamation. 
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State of the British Army ■ Astorga taken by the French . Siege and Fait 
of Ciudad llodrigo* Success ^of the Portuguezc at Pueblo do Sqnabria* 


AViiile Marshal Beresford was thus 
disciplining the Portugueze army, and. 
preparing them to resist the most for- 
midable invasion with which their 
country had ever been threatened, the 
British troops were recovering from 
the privations of the last campaign, 
and the diseases incident to that part 
of Estrcmadura in which they had 
been quartered. When Lord Wel- 
lington moved from Badajoz, the num- 
ber of sick amounted to 8880, exclu- 
sive of artillery and engineers. For- 
tunately, so near as Elvas, there is a 
hilly and healthy country, to which 
the sick could be removed ; and when 
they took up a position on the fron- 
tiers of Beira, the army rapidly reco- 
vered. Here Loftl Wellington ob- 
served the movements of the French ; 
he was too weak to ifndertake offen- 
sive operations against them ; but he 
penetrated their plans, and had form- 
ed his own. 

Portugal, notwithstandingitslength 
of frontier,’ is one of the most defen- 
sible countries in Europe, and all in- 
vading armies h^ve ever found it to 
be so. On the side of Alentejo, Lord 
Wellington knew that the invasion 
would not be attempted ; for even if 
Badajoz and Elvas had been reduced, 


Lisbon was secured by the Tagus ; 
and there is no part of the kingdom 
in vv liich an army wouI3 suffer so se- 
verely as in thfc province, from dis- 
eases, and from want of water. On 
the side of GaHicia, the French had 
experienced the diflfculties of a re- 
treat too lately to risk the same dan- 
ger again, even if it had not been ne- 
cessary again to obtain possession of 
Gallicia as a previous measure. It 
appeared certain, therefore, that the 
attack would be made by the only re- 
maining and most practicable mute 
for an invading army, — through Beira. 
The preliminary measure would be to 
obtain possession of Ciudad Rodrigo. 
Soult, the ^blcst of the French gene- 
rals who have been employed in Spain, 
had iorJ£ recommended the capture 
of this city; and Lord Wellington, 
equally aware of its importance, had 
long foreseen its danger. He knew, 
in the preceding year, that the siege 
had been recommended by a council 
of war held at Salamanca, and its 
success, he then * said, would do more 
evil than the French could effect in 
any other way ; for it would cut off the 
only communication of the .Spanish 
government with the northern pro- 
vinces, give the enemy the command 


Sept. 1. 1009. 
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of Castille, and probably draw after 
it the loss of the Portugueze fortress 
of Almeida. 

Before the French began the siege, 
they thought it necessary to obtain 
complete possession of Leon, that 
their communication might be open 
with Valladolid. They had been dri- 
veu fiom Astorga, iu the September 
of the preceding year, by D. Josef 
Maria Santocildes, colonel of the pro- 
vincial regiment of Santiago, who re- 
mained as governor there. The city 
wassurrounded with walls, which gave 
it an appearance of antiquity, not of 
strength. They had been erected 
nu’nj centurjes ago, and were so ' 
massy, and at the san^e time consider- 
ed as of so little consequence for pur- 
pi ses of defence, that the poor were 
pei milted to dig holft in them which 
sc* veil for habitations. The garrison 
consisted of about 3000 men, of v. hom 
from 5 to 000 were on the hospital 
list. Some attempt* hail been made 
to render the city th fensible, accord- 
ing iu the sysUin of modern waifare, 
b\ i r t cuen.y, aher Buonaparte en- 
tered it in pursuit of Sir J. Moore ; 
and when the Spaniards recovered it, 
tluy added to these works. Still the 
foit fications were such, that though 
th.* French might deem« them suffi- 
cient against an aimed peasantry, or 
a gucnlla party, it was never ex- 
pected that any resistance would be 
nr:de against a regular force. After 
the Fromh had over-run Andalusia, 
and when thfcy were proclaiming, that 
thehnj ndshadbeen put to the sword, 
and the Napoleonic throne established 
in Cadiz, for this falsehood was in 
such phrase asserted, in their Spanish 
gazettes, Loison, whose head-quar- 
ters wer v *at Baneza, the nearest town, 
wrote to the governor, tch.ng him, 
that King* Joseph had entered Seville 
^H)id the acclamations of all the in- 
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habitants $ that Andalusia 
had submitted ; the junta Feb . 16. 
was dissolved ; and almost 
all the people of Spain, awakened now 
to a sense of their true interest, had 
had recourse to the clemency of their 
sovereign, who received them like a 
father. He urged Santocildes to 
imitate so good an example," and ap- 
point a place where they might meet 
and confer upon such terms as would 
notjfail to persuade him to this wise 
and honourable course. Santocildes 
replied, that he knew his duty, and 
should fulfil it. 

On i he ?J st of March, Ju not in vest- 
ed Astorga with about 12,000 men, 
of whom about a tenth pari were ca- 
valry, by means of which he became 
completely master of the open coun- 
try. The vigorous measures of San- 
tocild^s obstructed his operations so 
much, that a month elapsed before he 
opened his batteries. They began on 
three sides at once, at day-break on 
the 20ih of April, and soon effected 
a breach on the noilh, by the Puerta 
de Hierro ; but immediately behind 
the breach the Spaniards pulled down 
a house, the foundations of which 
served as a formidable trench ; they 
kept up their liie during the night, 
and at eleven the, following morning 
Junot once more summoned the go- 
vernor to surrender, declaring that, 
if he held out two hours longer, the 
city should be stormed, and the gar- 
rison put to the sword. The gover- 
nor returned a becoming answer ; the 
batteries then renewed their fire ; the 
bombardment was recommenced ; the 
cathedral was set on fire, with many 
other houses, and a whole street in 
the suburbs ; and the French, think- 
ing to profit by the confusion, as- 
saulted the breach : 2000 men were 
appointed to this service $ great part 
of them perished before, they could 
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reach the wall; the remainder mount- 
ed the breach ; the works within im- 
peded them ; a destructive fire was 
poured upon them ; and after an hour 
and a half they were repulsed. At 
the same time the suburb was assault- 
ed, and with the same success ; the 
enemy being three times baffled in their 
attempts, i 1 heir loss this day amount- 
ed to *1500 mein 

Had the city been well .tored, it 
would have cost the French still 
dearer ; but aftei this signal siitcess, 
Sa itodldos found liimst if with only 
thirl y round of cn.t ridges remaining 
for the vj .‘ighl only for the 

artillery. Juuot passed the night i*i 
malting a covered way from the tren- 
ches to :>\e foot of tUe br^ch, where 
he lodged a large body d" picked men. 
Meantime a council ot war was held ; 
the impossibility of resisting with 
Success for want of ammunition was 
admitted ; some oflicers proposed that 
they should cut their way through 
the besiegers the strength of the 
enemy’s cavalry was one impediment 
to this, but it was rejected on ac- 
count of the inhabitants. Astorga 
was not like Hostalnch, where the 
garrison had only themselves to pro- 
vide for ; and unless terms were made 
for the inhabitants, what they might 
expect from sue If conquerors as Junot 
and Loison was but too well known. 
Fresh works of defence were thrown 
up within the breach while this deli- 
beration was going on, that nothing 
might be omitted, and at day-break 
a capitulation was proposed. They 
demanded and obtained the honours 
of war for themselves ; security for 
the inhabitants) both in person and 
property ; that the men should keep 
their knapsacks, and the officers their 
horses, swords, and baggage. This 
part of the capitulation yras broken, 
and the officers plundered as they left 


the town. Even Junot, however, re- 
turned Santocildes his sword, saying, 
that so brave a man ought not to be 
without one. In the course of the 
siege the enemy lost 2500 in killed 
alone ; so dearly was Astorga pur- 
chased. But the more gallant its re- 
sistance, the more was that miscon- 
duct to be regretted which had infect- 
ed the provincial juntas as strongly as 
the central government. Since July 
last, Gallicia had been entirely deli- 
vered front the enemy ; the popula- 
tion of that province, when the cen- 
sus of 1797 was taken, amounted to 
1,142,630 persons; the people had 
shown their spirit, and if due exertions 
had been made ou tlfc part of their 
civil and military authorities, an army 
might have been formed, capable not 1 
only of preserving Astorga, but of 
essentially co-opera fing with the Bri- 
tish and Portuguezc. 

After this conquest, Junot, leaving 
a small garrison in Astorga, marched 
into Old Castillo, where Ney had pre- 
viously been joined by the corps of 
Loison, Regnier, and Kellennan. The 
campaign had already begun here. In 
the beginning of MSrch the French 
army were upon the Tonnes, with 
their advanced posts upon the Agueda. 
Lord Wellington was at V/seu, and 
his advanced posts, under General 
CrauAird, were upon the Agueda 
also, and between that river and the 
Coa. An affair of out- 
posts, at Barba del Puerco, March 1 9. 
was the first time that the 
British and French troops met after 
the battle of TMavera ; four compa- 
nies of the 85th, under Lieut.-Col. 
Beckwith, were posted at Barba del 
Puerco; immediately opposite, ou the 
other side the Agueda, is the village * 
of St Felices, where the french had 
a strong part y. The only bridge be- 
low Ciudad Rodrigo is between these 
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villages* and as the river at this sea- 
son was swollen with the rain, this 
was the only passage. The country 
is rocky and mountainous, and though 
the advanced sentries of both parties 
were within a few yards of the bridge, 
it was not expected that either party 
wOuld attempt to annoy the other ; so 
great were the obstacles which the 
nature of the ground presented. The 
French, however, collected a brigade 
in St Felices, and after night had 
closed marched 600 men toward the 
bridge. About midnight they were 
all assembled there, and made the ad- 
vanced sentries prisoners; a picquet 
of 80 fnen, posted behind the rocks, 
immediately fired upon them and re- 
treated in excellent ordeV ; they push- 
ed on up the mountain hoping to sur- 
prise the remainder of khe men, but 
were presently repulsed. The loss 
was trifling on either side. Marshal 
Ncy, however, ventured to assert, that 
the English had been routed at the 
point of the bayonet, and that their 
transports were ready at Porto and 
Lisbon. 

The French jjad learnt at Vimciro, 
and Coruna, and Talavcra, to respect 
British valour, but they had not yet 
been taught to respect English po- 
licy ; and they fully expt^ted that 
if they brought a superior force 
against him, Lord Wellington would 
fly thro ugh Portugal, and seek shelter 
in his ships. Preparations, therefore, 
were made fora third invasion of Por- 
tugal, with an army far exceeding in 
number those which Junot and Soult 
had commanded, even if they had 
been united, and under Masqena, a 
general of higher rank than either. 
No general in the French service had 
enjoyed so high a reputation since 
Hochc, and Pichcgru, and Moreau 
had disappeared. Buonaparte, in his 
Italian campaign, called him, in his 


own inflated style, the favourite Child 
ofV ictory ; and after the last Austrian 
war, made him Prince of Essling, be- 
cause his skill and exertions had con- 
tributed so greatly to the escape of 
tile French from Utter destruction at 
tlie battle of Aspern. He watf ap- 
pointed commander- in-chief ' of the 
provinces of the north of Spain, in- 
cluding the kingdoms of Old Caslille, 
Leon, and Asturias ; the provinces 
of St Andero, Soria, Valladolid and 
Valencia,. Toro, Zamora, Salamanca 
and Avila ; the army under him was 
named the army of Portugal ; and, as 
Soult had done before him, it is be- 
lieved that he went to make the con- 
quest of Portugal, expecting to be re- 
warded with its crown for his success. 
In the later wars between Spain 
and Portugal, the three cities where 
the Spaniards used to collect their 
armies before they invaded the ene- 
my’s country were, Tuy, Ciudad Ro- 
drigo, and Badajoz. Of these for- 
tresses, Tuy, like Valuu;aon the op- 
posite frontier, is nowof little strength 
or importance. Badajoz is a strong 
place. Ciudad Rodrigo hardly to be 
ranked in the third order of fortresses. 
It was built some centuries ago, when 
the site was sufficiently convenient for 
a fortified town ; but the situation is 
bad : the works, at the time w,ben 
the French besieged it, were old and 
imperfect, and it had other local dis- 
advantages. It is commanded from 
many points ; one height, within 500 
toises of the city, exceeds by about 
fifty yards the highest of its build- 
ings. There were no bomb-proofs, 
and the suburbs, in which there were 
four convents, and the number of 
gardens without the walls, materially 
assisted the operations of a besieging 
army. The population of the city 
had been estimated at about 10,000 ; 
but it appears not much to have ex- 
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ceeded half that number. The gar- 
rison consisted of 4950, including 600 
townsmen, apd the greater part ot the 
others were volunteers and men newly- 
raised. Camp Marshal 1). Andres 
Perez de Herraati was governor, an 
old man, who had been the friend and 
comrade of Mariano Alvarez. 

On the 25th of April 6000 French 
appeared before the place, and en- 
camped in the Tcrwxino of Pedro To- 
ro, a league to the eastward. On 
the 30th, the second division, consist- 
ing of from 4 to 5000, arrived and 
encamped in the Termino of Valde 
Carros, a league to the north. Five 
days afterwards, another encampment 
was formed between the two. On 
May 15th, another division, of about 
7000 men, encamped to the westward, 
upon the Monte de Ibanrey. So large 
a force was necessary lest the Eng- 
lish, who were so near at hand, should 
fall upon the besieging army. By the 
4th of June the city was completely 
invested. This was not effected with- 
out repeated skirmishes, in which the 
enemy suffered considerable loss. I n 
these affairs, D. Antonio Camargo, 
the commandant of the volunteers of 
Avila, greatly distinguished himself ; 
but the individual who, above all 
others, by his incessant enter prize, 
was. the terror of the French, was 
13. Julian Sanchez, the son of a 
farmer, near the banks of the Gue- 
bra. Till the invasion of his country, 
lie had cultivated his father’s lands. 
His father, mother, and sister, were 
murdered by the French ; he made a 
vow of vengeance, and, at the head 
of one of. those bands which the Spa- 
niards call guerillas, well performed 
it. On one occasion he surprised, in 
his'father’s house, a French colonel, 
who was infamous for his atrocities, 
and put him to death, first telling him 
who it was that inflicted his merited 


punishment in this world, , and sent 
him to render account for hi$ crime# 
in the next. So formidable was lie 
become, that, in the September of the 
preceding year, General Marchaud, 
who commanded at Salamanca, find- 
ing that D. Julian ba/Hed and defied 
all the efforts which were made to 
destroy him, had recourse to one of 
those steps which Characterize the 
conduct of the French in Spain. He 
arrested six of the richest ganaderos , 
or proprietors of flocks, in Salaman- 
ca, and proclaimed, that he would 
take the severest measures against 
their property and persons, if the gue- 
rillas did not disappear within*eight 
days. * 

Not a day passed in which this en- 
terprising leader did not make some 
assault upon the enemy, not fearing, 
at the head of 60, 60, or 100 of his 
lancers, to attack three or four times 
his own number. Camargo, and D. Jo- 
se Puente, commandant of the cavalry 
regiment of Ciudad Rodrigo, co-ope- 
rated ably with him, and the French 
suffered daily and hourly losses from 
their indefatigable activity. They 
suffered also greatly from the artil- 
lery of the town, which was admira- 
bly served. Ney earned on his ope- 
rations in # a manner which the Spa- 
niards thought prodigal of the lives 
of lustaen, beginning his approaches 
where, in their judgement, a general 
more sparing of his army would have 
terminated them. To protect these 
works, he ordered a great number of 
holes to be dug, where he posted 
sharpshooters, by whom the garri- 
son were greatly annoyed. On the 
24th of Junej Masscna arrived and 
took the command, and at three on 
the following morning the batteries 
opened* and a constant fire from six- 
and-forty pieces of heavy artillery was 
kept up day and night till the even* 
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ing of the 28 th, when, having made 
a breach of about iive-and-twenty 
yards in length, but which was not 
practicable, Ney required the gover* 
nor to surrender ; “ ending him,” he 
said, ** this last summons by order of 
the Prince of Lssling, commander-in- 
chief of the army of Portugal, who 
was now present, whose honour and 
humauity were Well known, but who, 
if the defence was uselessly prolong- 
ed, would be compelled to treat him 
with all the rigour authorized by the 
law s of war. If he had any hope of 
being succoured by the English, he 
was doubt less by that time undecei- 
ved ; for if such had been their inten- 
tion, the) would not have waited till 
tile city was i educed Vo its present 
deplorable state. He had therefore 
to chocs between an honourable ca- 
p ituldiio.i, and the tcrriUe vengeance 
of a victorious army ; and a positive 
answer wus now n quested.” Herrasti 
replied, “ that after foil) -nine year* 
service, he could riot but know the 
laws of war and his military duties ; 
the fortress was not in a state to ca- 
pitulate, and whenever circumstances 
made it his duty, he would then ap- 
} ly for tri ms, after securing his ho- 
nour, which was dearer to him than 
life.” It was intimated to Jiim by the 
editor who carried the summons, that 
he might be permitted to serid dis- 
p:.uhes to Lord Wellington, inform- 
ing him of the state of the town ; this 
he pioposcd to do, according to the 
Trench, n quiring that, till the courier ’ b 
return, things should icmain as they 
were, ami saying, that then, accord- 
ing io the answer of the English gene- 
ral, lie would make the requisite over- 
tires. This the French asset t, adding 
that Massena did not think proper to 
grant the request. There is . n appa- 
rent inconsistency in this statement ; 
it represents the French as refusing 


what they had first suggested, though 
it may be said that the suggestion of 
the officer was unauthorized. There 
remains, however, a greater inconsis- 
tency in the reply attributed to Her- 
rasti, who, having in the first part 
answered in a manner conformable 
not only to his duty, but to his after 
conduct, is made to qualify this an- 
swer, and offer to regulate his conduct, 
not by his military duties, but by the 
measures of Loid Wellington. It is 
pcrhdjps, therefore, a French fabrica- 
tion, designed to throw an odium on 
the English for not attempting to 
raise the siege ; and this is the more 
probable, because no mention of any 
such application, on the governor*# 
part, appears in the account of the 
siege, written by D. Policarpo An- 
zatio, who was in the city. His nar- 
rative was published by order of the 
Spanish government, and the copy 
now befoie us contains a written at- 
testation of its veracity by D. Josef 
Varcarccl, member of the cortes for 
the province of Salamanca, 

How galling it must have been to 
Loid Wellington to witness the pro- 
gress of the siege, knowing his ina- 
bility to idieve the town, may well 
be conceived. His outposts were near 
enough to hear even the musketry ; 
but with so large a proportion of his 
troops half- disciplined and untried, 
he could not act upon the offensive 
against an enemy greatly superior in 
numbers, without incurring the most 
imminent danger. The only possible 
plan by which Portugal could be 
saved he had laid down for himself, 
and from this plan no circumstances, 
however painful to hes own feelings, 
or however deiogatory in appeaiance 
to his reputation, could induce hint 
to swerve. He was in communica- 
tion with Romans, who, having col- 
lected an army at JBadajoz, made head 
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against the French in Extremadura, 
and annoyed them in Andalusia ; but 
in the state of tht Spanish armies, any 
plan of co-operation for 1 1 • “ relief of 
Ciudad Rodrigo was impossible. It 
was however of great importance that 
the place should he resolutely defend- 
ed to the last extremity, ai.d in this 
hope Rdmana and the English gene- 
ral werfc not disappointed. The mind 
of thd" people had been prepared for 
this extremity ; they had their pa- 
triotic writers and their poets ; the 
exploits of Julian Sanchez excited the 
emulation of the youth, and the con- 
duct of tin- old governor gave confi- 
dence to all. The examples of Za- 
ragoza, ai:d Ceruna, and Ilosiahich, 
and Astorga, animated the women 
anu childien,as well as those who bore 
arms ; for in a cause like theirs they 
had on their countrymen acquire a 
gloiy when unsuccessful, v hieh could 
riot have been greater had they been 
victorious. Tht women apd children, 
when they saw their houses burning, 
gave way neither to fear nor lamenta- 
tion, but exerted themselves to quench 
the flames, and earned refreshment 
and ammunition to the troops amid 
the hottest fire. There were two 
blind beggars in the city ; no one 
supposed that these unfortunate men 
cwild render any service during the 
siege, but zeal taught them how to 
be serviceable ; they carried water to 
the walls by day, and ammunition by 
night, with such unwearied acthity, 
that it was the intention of the go- 
vernor and the junta, if the town had 
been saved, to have rewarded them 
with pensions for life. 

It was of great consequence to the 
Spaniards to keep poises sion as long 
as possible of those buildings without 
the walls, which would otherwise af- 
ford protection to the besiegers, but 
which also afforded such means for 


annoying them while they could be 
defended, that it had not bcprii thought 
advisable to demolish them before the 
siege. Tiie nunnery of Santa Cruz 
was the most important of these build- 
ings. D. Ramon Castellanos was post- 
ed there with a company of sixty men, 
when three hundred of the enemy’s 
grenadiers, with a party of sappers, at- 
tacked it in the night, half the party 
attacking it by the rear, the other in 
the front. They blew up the first 
and second gates ; hand grenades were 
thrown on both sides ; the Spaniards, 
having the advantage of the place, 
kept up a most destructive discharge 
or musketry ; the commander of the 
one party was killed, the captain of 
engineers, Who commanded the other,* 
wounded, but he did not retire till he 
had set fire to the building. Seeing 
the flnmcs, the governor made signal 
for Castellanos to abandon the post, 
who accordingly let down his men 
from a window into one of the inner 
courts of the convent, and descending 
himself the last, they forced their war 
with the bayonet. It was a little af- 
ter midnight when they reached the 
gate of La Colada ; but seeing, while 
they took food and rested after the 
action, that the enemy had extiu- 
gui6hcd t the flames, Castellanos went 
to the governor, and represented to 
him\hat his honour was concerned in 
recovering the post. He led his men 
at three m the morning, after only 
two hours respite, to the assault, and* 
surprising the French, diove them 
from their dearly purchased conquest, 
where they left 158 dead, and 45 
wounded behind them ; the remain- 
der of the pounded having been re- 
moved during the short time that, 
they retained possession.. 

They were driven from the 
conycnt of St Domingo in a July 2. 
manner not lest worthy of 
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remembrance. After they had won 
the building* Herrasti was very de- 
sirous of recovering it* and yet hesi- 
tated at giving orders for the attempt, 
knowing the exhausted state of the 
garrison* and how ill any loss of men 
could be afforded. A serjeant, by 
name Manuel Martin, happened to 
hear what was the state of the gover- 
nor’s feelings upon this subject. This 
man, who was a native of Zamora, 
had made himself well known to the 
French : they called him agua y vino , 
water and wine, the words which he 
always used when engaged with them ; 
wine being his signal of attack, and 
water that for retreat. He had dis- 
tinguished himself greatly during the 
siege, and had at this time a wound 
in his arm, which however did not 
prevent him from goiifg to the go- 
vernor, and soliciting permission to 
make an attack upon the enemy in 
this convent, saying, that if lie could 
not drive them out, at least he could 
annoy them there. Accordingly, chu- 
Bing out five-and-twenty of his com- 
rades, he attacked the convent with 
such well-directed vigour, that the 
enemy, though more than ten times 
the number of their assailants, were 
terrified and took to flight, many of 
them leaving their knapsacks and 
muskets behind them. This was so 
signal an exploit, that Manuel Mar- 
tin was deservedly promoted for it, 
and a badge of distinction was given 
to each oi the soldiers. 

But against such a force as sur- 
rounded them, all that the Spaniards 
could do was to hold out to the ut- 
termost, and sell the fortress as dear 
as possible. Massena boasted of ha- 
ving 100,000 men in the field ; he 
had not less, than 70,000, of whom as 
many as could be advantages asly em- 
ployed carried on the siege, while the 
others kept the British army in check. 


The siege was less murderous than 
that of Zaragoza, because the city 
was much smalkr and less . populous, 
and, having the advantage of regular 
works, did not require the same kind 
of defence. When Herrasti and the 
junta saw that it would not hfi' ^pos- 
sible to hold out much longer they 
ordered Julian Sanchez and his lan- 
cers to make their escape while it 
was yet practicable, reminding San- 
chez of the services which he had al- 
ready performed, and how important 
h was that those services should still 
be continued, and telliug him he would 
be of morv assistance to Ciudad Rodri- 
gA in the field than he could now be 
within the walls. A little before mid- 
night Sanchez collected his troops in 
the plaza ; only two of his company 
were married men, and they took their 
wives behind them : they sallied out, 
and their leader, in the spirit of Scan- 
derbeg, instead of contenting himself 
with merely effecting his own retreat, 
charged a post of cavalry, routedthem, 
and carried away eight prisoners with 
their horses. The two women car- 
ried each a pistol, and one of them, 
by name Marta Fraile, saved her hus- 
band, by shooting a dragoon who was 
about to attack him on one side. 

The French gencr.nl, to whom ex- 
pence of time was of more conse- 
quence than any cost of lives, press- 
ed the siege with the utmost vigour, 
but with heavy loss, from the repeat- 
ed sallies of the garrison, and the ex- 
cellent manner in which the artillery 
of the Spaniards was served. In hope 
of forcing the governor to surrender 
by the cries of the inhabitants, he 
bombarded the town, &id almost de- 
stroyed it ; but the inhabitants were 
not to be shaken in their purpose, the 
name3 of Numantia and Zaragoza 
were in every, mouth, and they, were 
resolved in their turn to transmit a 
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glorious example to posterity. Mean- 
time the regular advances of the be- 
siegers were carried on without in- 
termission, and by the second of July 
a practicable breach had been made 
in the Baluarte del Rey. The Spa- 
niards made every exertion to defend 
it with sacks of earth, estacadcs, and 
whatever other obstacles they could 
oppose to the enemy ; but the French 
did hot' yet venture an assault, tfiey 
had so severely experienced the va- 
lour of their opponents, that tlyey had 
determined not to storm the town till 
the works were reduced to such a 
state that they might avail themselves 
of the whole advantage of their num- 
bers. They made three mines, ofie 
under the counterscarp, the other two 
under the curtain of the wall and part 
Of the Called el Seminario, or Col- 
lege-street, near the cathedral. The 
besieged were aware of their progress, 
but all rf forts at impeding it were 
useless, and at three in the morning 
of the tenth, the counterscarp was 
blown up, forming not only a.i opeu 
breach, but such a way to it that 
carts might ascend from the glacis. 

Immediately afterwards the French 
renewed the fire from all their batte- 
ries, and kept it up without intermis- 
sion for twelve hours. During all 
this time the cuy of the soldiers and 
tlfe inhabitants, women and boys, as 
well as their husbands and fathers, 
was, that they would beat ofF the ene- 
my or die ; but the officers and the 
junta were well aware, that any far- 
ther resistance would only afford the 
French* a pretext for carrying their 
threats into execution, and putting all 
to the sword. Thirty thousand men 
were ready to storm the city that 
evening. It was not without much 
difficulty that the people could be in- 
duced 16 hear of a council of war, 
nor would they have suffered one to 


be held, had they not seen $uch un- 
doubted proofs of the patriotism and 
courage of those who now told them 
that a surrender was become inevi- 
table. There were some in the coun- 
cil who proposed to follow the ex- 
ample of Julian Estrada at Hostal- 
ricn* and force their way with the 
bayonet through their enemies ; but 
here, as at Astorga, it was urged that 
they were in different circumstances, 
and had therefore different duties ; 
their business now was to preserve 
5000 inhabitants, who would else be 
exposed to the unrestrained vengeance 
and brutality of the enemy. Finally, 
it was resolved to capitulate, but not 
till the latest moment 4 when tlferc was 
no longer the slightest hope or pos- 
sibility of relief. m 

Masscna’s orders to Ney were to 
assault the tbwn that evening ; the 
French advanced for this purpose, and 
were at the foot of the breach, in the 
act of mounting, when the white flag 
was hoisted : the officer who planted 
it in the breach descended with the 
terms of capitulation, and presented 
them to Ney, who sternly told him 
it was now too late for any thing. 
The Spaniard, however, had recourse 
to Massena, who was at that time 
supposed to be more humane than 
Ney. The first article was, that the 
garrison should march out with the 
honours of war ; the rest were in like 
manner such as arc usual in the like 
circumstances. Massena having cast 
his eye over them, said, “ Tell your, 
governor, this is no time to ratify the 
terms in writmg ; ‘but I grant all 
which he requires, and am going to 
give orders accordingly.” He then 
sent his adjytant-general to bid Ney 
suspend the assault. Loisoii imme- 
diately marched through the breach', 
and took possession of the town ; and 
General Simon, notwithstanding Mas- 
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sena's pledged word, made the garri- 
son deposit their arms in the arsenal. 

The other terms were at the mo- 
ment fulfilled, and when Herrasti, the 
next day, requested that thr capitu- 
lation might be signed, in order that 
he might transmit it to his own go- 
vernment, Masscna replied, that as 
he saw the articles observed, he nei- 
ther could nor ought to require more. 
The people had escaped the horrors 
of an assault ; but in other respects 
they soon found they uPere at the 
mercy of a conqueror who acknow- 
ledged no other law than his own 
pleasure. Herrasti had stipulated for 
the liberty of all the civil office rs of 
governriient ; they, however, wt re de- 
clared prisoners of war. The mem- 
bers of the junta were Vhrown into 
the vilest dungeon of the public gaol, 
from whence, after having endured 
for eight-and'forty hours every kind 
of insult and ill treatment, they wcie 
marched on toot to Salamanca, in 
company with the governor, who 
alone was permitted to retain his horse. 
All the clergy were arrested and shut 
up for two days in the church of 
St Juan ; the old and infirm were then 
suffered to go to their houses, but 
forbidden the exercise of their func- 
tions ; the lay brethren sent to serve 
in the hospitals, and all th^ others 
sent prisoncis to Salamanca. The 
next measures were, to impose a Con- 
tribution of 1,800,000 reals, and to 
set from six to eight hundred men 
at work, to destroy the batteries, fill 
up the trenches, and repair the works, 
compelling them to labour like slaves, 
giving them no provisions, and allow- 
ing * hem no rest. 

The account which the French 
published of their conqiust was, ac- 
cording to their system, full of false- 
hoods. They asserted that ‘it gar- 
rison bad sunendered at discretion, 


which could b^corlradicted. not 
disproved, because M .‘ssena nad bro- 
ken his word Tins falsehood *s wor- 
thy of remark, because it shows so 
strikingly the characteristic baseness 
of Buonaparte's generals. Ciudad 
Rodrigo was evidently at their mer- 
cy ; a generous enemy would have 
rejoiced to show his sense of the me- 
rits of those who had opposed him, 
and ‘would have known that in refu- 
sing them the honours of war, h'* de- 
prived them oidy pf a barren form ; 
for the’ glory of their gallant and he- 
roic defence it was not in his power 
to vhrtroy. But these upstarts, car- 
rying inu* their new rank the vices 
of’ their original state, are alike des- 
titute of honesty and honour. Mas- 
sena, not satisfied with thus injuring 
Herrasti’s honour, cist upon him a 
fouler aspersion, making him >ny, that 
he and the garrison would have sur- 
rendered * ooncr, if th* y had not been 
intimidate'! by the inhabitants, .n 
reality, t-ucli had been the noble spirit 
of the soldiers, I hat it w..s only by 
the entreaties, as well as the argument* 
of the -.uperior junta of Cast die, 
whose residence was in that city, that 
they were prevailed upon to give up 
their intention of attempting to cut 
their way through the b* siegers The 
French general did np? forget to in- 
sult the English, and cude_i« oiikm! by 
his falsehoods to exasperate the Spa- 
niards against them. *« Ciudad Ro- 
drigo,” lie said, ‘ fell m thru- pre- 
sence,; they promised to succour it ; 
made the mnabitants prolong their 
defence by thin dec< itful hope ; and 
suffered the place to fall without 
making the slightest effort for its re- 
lief. Thus they had catcilrd against 
them the universal indignation oi the 
garrison and the peoph, who united 
111 exclaiming against their pertidy.” 
This justice, however, M«sstna did 
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to Ciudad Rodrigo, that he admitted 
the defence had been most obstinate. 
It was impossible, he said, to form 
au idea of the state to which it was 
reduced. Every thing was battered 
down ; not a single house remained 
uninjured. The Killed lie estimated 
at more than 2000. It is extraordi- 
nary that the real amount should have 
been so small it was only 63 of the 
inhabitants, and 237 of the garrison. 
7000 soldiers, he said, laid down tneir 
arms the number at the commence- 
ment of the siege was 4950.* Six 
hundred made their escape on the 
night of the capitulation, and more 
than 1500 before they reached Sala- 
manca. Above two-and- forty thou* 
•and shells were thrown into the city, 
and nearly 25,000 from it. The 
quantity of powder consumed by the 
garrison during the last sixteen days 
was «S93 quintalcs, — the quintal be- 
ing 132 lbs. The French gave no 
statement of their own loss ; even up- 
on their usual scale of diminution it 
would have appeared loo great : the 
place is said to have cost them 9000 
men in killed and wounded. The cap- 
ture, however, occasioned the great- 
est exultation in Paris, and the Moni- 
teur mingled with its own insults the 
echoes of our factious journalists. 
“The good sente of the English peo- 
ple,* v it said, “ enabling them to fore* 
see the dishonour «jnd destruction of 
their army in Portugal, they are con- 
vinced that the most fortunate event 
which could befal it would be a ca- 
tastrophe like that of Moore’s. They 
are too pinch accustomed to calcu- 
late chances and events not to know, 
that alone against France they could, 
in such a contest, meet nothing but 
disaster, and obtain nothing but dis- 
grace.” u Men of sound judgement, 
like Grenville or Grey, are numerous 
in England; 9 ’ eaidthe Monileur, “but 


they are at present without any in- 
fluence.** Then, returning to its na- 
tural tone of insult, it ridiculed the 
strength of Lord WiUiiigru.dfl army, 
amounting to the drradful number of* 
24,000 Engl Oh. “The crii > „f il,e 
inhabitants of Ciudad Rodiigo,” it 
said, “ were heard in his c imp, hich 
was only six leagues di.um : b.-.t all 
ears were shut against them ; the 
English army made no attempt to 
succour that city: — they wese the 
laughing-stock of Europe ; every cof- 
fee-house waiter knew their weakness 
on land, as well as their influence at 
sea. Ciudad Rodrigo was one of the 
last bulwarks of the insurrection ; its 
capture made the catastrophe* more 
imminent for England, who would 
now find it necessary to call to the 
helm more prudent men, better ac- 
quainted with the nature of the re- 
sources and of the strength of their 
country, and therefore more mode- 
rate.” 

1 n England, too, we were told, that 
if Ciudad Rodrigo were taken, the ef- 
forts of the English might be consi- 
dered to he at an end; the Ficnch 
would then be able to advance with- 
out fear of a check ; the harvest also 
being now begun, whatevergraiu there 
was in the country they would be 
able to secure for themselves, and so 
form magazines, the want of which 
had Hitherto chiefly retarded their 
advance. At one time these politi- 
cians cried out, u that Lord Welling- 
ton could not permit the enemy quiet- 
ly to prosecute the siege of so import- 
ant a fortress.” At another, « they 
would not suppose him capable of 
fighting a useless battle : for they 
trusted he was not so prodigal of the 
blood of his followers. They trusted 
that his operations would be justified 
by the event.” “They were not com- 
petent to speak from their own know- 
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ledge, yet certainly it did appear a 
doubtful policy to be patiently wait- 
ing till Massena had time to concen- 
trate his troops, and make all his ar- 
rangements for an attack on the Bri- 
tish position.” “ The plan of over- 
whelming Lord Wellington, iby bring- 
ing an immense superiority to bear 
upon him, was one which obviously 
presented itself ; there seemed no in- 
surmountable difficulty in the execu- 
tion 5 obstacles there might be, from 
want of provisions and other circum- 
stances, but the skill and perse vcrancc 
of the French in combating them, for- 
bade us to place much reliance upon 
such grounds.” In this manner, al- 
ways presaging evil, and consistent in 
nothing but despondency, sometimes 
borrowing the tone of Vne Moniteur, 
and sometimes setting it, did these jour- 
nalists of a disappointed party labour 
to deaden the hearts and hopes of their 
countrymen ; while their more wicked, 
but hardly more mischievous coad- 
jutors, addressed their weekly invec- 
tives to the readers and auditors in 
pot-houses and tap-rooms, abusing 
their ignorance, appealing to, and 
inflaming their worst passions, and 
crying out against the tyranny of 
their own government, while upon the 
crimes of Buonaparte they observed 
a. cautious and notable silence. 

The fall of Ciudad Rodrigo ena- 
bled Massena to detach a force'to the 
relief of Astorga, where General Ma- 
hy, who commanded in Gallicia, was 
blockading the French garrison. He 
boasted Boon after of another success. 
Genial Serras took possession of the 
fort at Pueblo de Sanabria ; the 
French magnified the importance of 
this post, saying that it commanded 
the entrance into Portugal, and shut 
up the communication with Gallicia. 
They said also, that Lor 1 Welling- 
ton had enjoined the Spanish gover- 


nor to make an obstinate defence ; but 
that the governor reproached him for 
having deceived the commandant of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and broken his word 
with him $ told him it was evident he 
intended to do nothing for Spain, but 
only, for the sake of Fomenting divi- 
sions, held out hopes of assistance 
which were r never realized ; yet never- 
theless offered to shut himself up in 
the fortress, and bury himself in its 
ruins, if the English general would 
send him one Englishman for two 
Spaniards, to assist in its defence. 
The answer of Lord Wellington, the 
French papers said, might easily be 
conceived ; the Spanish general aban- 
doned the iown, where the conquer- 
ors found 20 pieces of artillery, and 
provisionsforfJOOOmenforsixmonths. 
After these falsehoods and this exag- 
geration, the French made no farther 
mention of the Pueblo dc Sanabria. 

D. Francisco Taboada Gil, the offi- 
cer who was thus infamously and false- 
ly represented as insulting the Eng- 
lish general, had communicated not 
with him but with the Portugueze 
general, Silveira, at Braganza, with 
whom it was agreed that he should 
evacuate the place if it were attack- 
ed by a superior force. Taboada 
accordingly fell back upon 
the Portillas de Gallicia, July 29. 
and Silveira, having ascer- .> 
tained that Serra§ had returned with, 
the greater part of his troops to Mom- 
boy, concerted measures with the 
Spanish general for surprising the 
garrison which the French had left 
in Sanabria, and on the fourth day 
after they had taken possession of 
their boasted conquest, the enemy 
found themselves invented in the fort.' 
They were summoned, but 
the commander replied, Aug* Sx 
that he had men and am- 
munition sufficient to defend himself 
2 ^ 
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with, and that he' expected speed- 
ily to be succoured by the troops of 
Marshal Masscna. The following 
rooming a detachment of about 70 
French cavalry came on to attack 
the advanced guard of the Portu- 
gueze, under Captain Francisco Tex- 
eira Lobo, whose force was about 
equal ; but while he charged them 
in front,: auother small party of Por- 
tugueze, by his instructions, wheel- 
ed round and attacked them in the 
rear ; they were instafltly broken? and 
28 were left upon the field, 30 pri- 
soners, and 40 horses taken. All that 
day was spent in vain endeavours to 
force an entrance into the fort ; the» 
assailants burnt the gates, hut the 
enemy blocked them up effectually 
with stones; the Portuguese and Spa- 
niards got possession of a house ad- 
joining, from whence they attempted 
to make away thro ugh, but theenemy 
soon battered it down. On the mor- 
row, one mortar and one three poun- 
der were planted against them ; the 
first was in such a state, as to be use- 
less after a few discharges, and Sil- 
veira, the next morning, sent for a six- 
pounder fromBraganza* lie wasn^w 
apprized that Serras was approach- 
ing in force to relieve the garrison. Sil- 
veira left the Spaniardsto maintain the 
blockade, and die w* up in order of bat- 
tle upon the river Teni; hutSerrai, ha- 
ving reconnoitred his fortes, thought 
proper to retire upon Momboy flic 
six pounder, from Braganza, was an 
iron gun, and in such a state, that 
when it arrived it was of no avail ; 
and a twelve-pounder, which on the 
8th was brought from the same place, 
'proved in the s^me condition; this 
was a serious disappointment, fur Sd- 
veira was now apprized that Serras 
was collecting reinforcements. Six 
hundred horse had entered Zamora, 
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on their way to him, and two batta- 
lions of Italian troops were joining 
him from Benevente, Leon, and As- 
torga. Unable to batter the place, 
because of the wretched 
state of the artillery, which slug. 9, 
had been long left to de- 
,cay in a delapidated fortress, he tried 
the effect of mining ; here experience 
and skill were wanting, and the face 
of the curtain only was thrown down. 
The garrison, however, who were 
Swiss, dreaded that a second attempt 
might be more successful ; and their 
commandant, pleading that he and his 
men were not Frenc h, proposed and 
obtained good terms, delivering up 
the place on condition that the garri- 
son should be aflowed to embark from 
Coruna, and return to theirown coun- 
try, on their paAile, not to bear arms 
against the allied powers. Theartillery 
of the place, consisting of nine brass 
pieces instead ot twenty, as the Mo- 
niteur had asserted, with the stores, 
were restored to the Spaniards ; but 
Sil veira retained for the P »rtugiieze 
an eagle, the first which they had ta- 
ken from their insolent enemy. Six- 
ty of the Swiss entered into the ser- 
vice of the allies. 

Serras was in sight of Silveira’s 
advanced pysta when this capil illation 
was concluded ; he had with him from 
t to ,Gfl(K) foot, ami about 800 ca- 
valry. The conquerors then retired ; 
Taboada upon the PoitilUs ; the Por- 
tuguese cavaliy upon the road to 
Campissa ; Sil veira, with the foot, 
upon the heights otCalabor, meaning 
i here to await the enemy, where their 
superiority in horse would be use- 
less. The French soon perceived the 
skill with which his movements were 
directed, and having proceeded as far 
as Pedralv*, return* d from thence to 
Sanabria, then to Momboy. This is 
+ 2 F 
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the real history of General Serras’s eagle which was taken with them was 
success at Puebla de Sanabria ; the deposited with proper triumph in the 
whole of the garrison which he left cathedral at Lisbon, as the iirst tro. 
there were taken prisoners, and the phy of the regenerated Portugueze> 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Capture of Almeida. Conduct of the Portuguese Government. Pottle of 
, BusacO} and subsequent , Events in Portugal tilt the end of the Year. 


1* Rom Ciudad Rodrigo Masscna ad- 
dressed a proclamation to the Portu- 
guese. 44 Inhabitants of Portugal/* 
Kc said, u the Emperor of the Frencff 
has put under my orders an army of 
1 10,000 men, to take possession of 
this kingdom, and to expel the Eng- 
lish, your pretended friends. Against 
you he has no animosity. On the 
contrary, it is his highest wish to 
promote your happiness, and the first 
Step to secure it is to dismiss from the 
country those locusts who consume 
your property, blast your harvests, 
and palsy your efforts. In opposing 
the emperor, you oppose your true 
friend ; a friend who has it in his 
power to render you the happiest 
people in the world. Were it not 
for the insidious t?>unselB of England, 
you* might now have enjoyed peace 
and tranquillity, and have been put 
in possession of that happiness. You 
have blindly rejected offers calculated 
only to promote your benefit, and 
have accepted proposals which will 
long be the curse of Portugal. His 
majesty has commissioned me to con- 
jure you to awake to your true inte- 
rests ; to awade to those prospects 
which, with your consent, may be 
uickly realized ; to awake so as to 
istinguish between friends and ene- 
mies. The King of England is ac- 


tuated by selfish and narrow purpo- 
ses ; the Empe ror of the French is 
governed by the principles of univer- 
sal philanthropy. Th* English have 
put arms into your hands, arms which 
you know not how to use. I wilt 
instruct you. They are to be the 
instruments of annihilation to' yonr 
foes : — Who those foes are X have al- 
ready shown you. Use them as you 
ought, and they will become your 
salvation. Use them as you ought 
not, and they will prove your destruc- 
tion. Resistance is vain. Can the 
feeble army of the British general ex- 
pect to oppose any barrier to the vic- 
torious legions of the emperor ? Al- 
ready a force is collected, sufficient 
to overwhelm your country. Snatch 
the mometit that mercy and genero- 
sity offer. As friends you may re- 
spect us, and be respected in return ; 
as foes you must dread us, and in the 
conflict must be subdued. The choice 
is your own, cither to meet the hor- 
rors of a bloody war, and to see your 
country desolated, your villages in 
flames, and your cities plundered, or 
to accept an honourable and happy 
peace, which will obtain for you eve- 
ry blessing that by resistance you 
would resign for ever.” * 

On the same day that Ciudad Rod- 
rigo surrendered, the enemy’s cavalry 
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appeared on the plains of Almeida. 
Lord Wellington’s head-quarters at 
this time were at Alverca ; his posi- 
tion was a defensive line, about thirty 
miles in extent, along the frontier 
mountains of Beira ; but as the line 
formed a segment of a circle, the 
pouts were not distant f»om each 
other in proportion to its length. 
The infantry extended from Celorica 
to Guarda on the one side, and to 
Fort Conception, one of the outworks 
of Almeida, on the other. The ca- 
valry were in advance near Fort Con- 
ception, and at Sabugal, and on the 
Coa. The enemy’s superiority in ca- 
vali v was very great, but the nature 
of the ground * deprived them of the 
advantage which this must otherwise 
have given them. They now pro- 
ceeded to invest Almeida, a fortress 
which Dumourie'z, forgetting Elvaa 
at the time, called the strongest place 
in Portugal. It is perhaps more im- 
portant from its situation, but very 
far inferior to it in strength. 

This town was fou’.dcd by the 
Moors, and is said to have been one 
of those which Ferrando the Great 
won from them when the Cid served 
under him, in his first wars. When 
the tide of success was for a while 
turned by the entrance of the Almo- 
ravides into Spain, Talmayda, as it 
was then called, fell again into the 
hands of the misbelievers, from whom 
it was finally conquered, in 1 190, by 
King Sancho I. of Portugal. Payo 
Guterres, distinguishing himself in 
the conquest, obtained from it the 
appellative of 0 AMcydam , the Al- 
meydan, and transmitted to his de- 
scendant's the surname of Almcyda, 
conspicuous in Portugueze and In- 
dian history. King Diniz, the ruins 
of whose magnificent works are to be 


seen in every part of Portugal, rebuilt 
the city, and is supposed to have re- 
moved it from a valley, a little way 
north of its present site. The castle 
was built by him, and repaired by- 
King Emanuel. In the later wars 
between Spain and Poitugal, Almei- 
da has always been considered a place 
of great importance, being the bul- 
wark of the latter country on its 
most accessible side ; but, like other 
things of more essential consequence 
to the strength* of a kingdom, it 
had long been neglected. In 1809,* 
there wt re not a dozen gun-carriage® 
fit for service, nor any wood in store 
for the construction of others ; the 
embrasures were falling to decay, and 
the palisades of the covert -way were 
mostly broken, or carried away for 
fire- wood. The works were origi- 
nally ill constructed, and the place 
bad the great disadvantage of being 
commanded on one side by a hill. Its 
population in 17i7 was 2H>3 ; and 
Almeida is not one of the few places 
in Portugal which have been pro- 
gressive since that time. 

The same causes which rendered it 
impossible for Lord Wellington to 
relieve Ciudad Rodrigo, made it ne- 
cessary for him to h»avc Almeida to 
its own means of defence ; the works 
had been repaired, the garrison was 
strong, and Brigadier Cox, an Eng- 
lish officer in the Portugueze service, 
was appointed to the command. With 
the example of Ciudad Rodrigo be- 
fore it, there was no reason to doubt 
that Almeida would make a vigorous 
resistance, and probably hold out bo 
long as materially to derange the plans 
of the enemy. Massey a, ha- 
ving detached General Reg- July £1. 
nief to take possession of 
Penamacor and Monsanto, proceed- 


Cnptain Elliot’s Defence of Portugal. 
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ed to invest this place. Fort Con- 
ception was abandoned and blown up 
at their approach. General Craufui d, 
however, continued to occupy a posi- 
tion near Almeida with 3200 British, 
and 1100 Portuguezc troops, ei^ht 
squadrons of cavalry included. The 
chain of his cavalry outpost*, form- 
ed a semicircle in front of the town, 
their right flank resting on the Coa, 
near As Naves, about three mile., 
above this fortress, and their left, in 
like maimer, resting upon the same 
river, about three miles below it. near 
Cinco Villas. The centre was covered 
by a small stream, and on the right 
and centre, where it was expected thaj 
the enemy would advance, the caval- 
ry posts were supported by piquets 
of infantry. 

Had Almeida been built in a mo- 
dern age, it would have been placed 
behind the Coa, not in front of it. 
In the days of King Diuiz, it was of 
no importance on which side the river 
ran ; but General Ciaufurd seems to 
have committed an error in taking a 
position which had the river in its 
rear. There was but one road by 
which the artillery and cavalry could 
relieat, that leading from Almeida 
to the bridge, which is about a mile 
west of the town. The nature of the 
ground made it difficult for the ene- 
my to appioacli tins road on the left 
of the allies, and on ’the south the in 
fantry were placed to cover it, having 
their right flank resting on the Coa 
above the bridge, their front covered 
by a deep rocky ravine, and their left 
.in some enclosures near a windmill, on 
the plain, about 800 yards south of 
the town. Upon this windmill the 
governor intend'd to mount a gun, 
and the gun was lying in it, but not 
as yet mounted, and consequently use- 
less ; another demounted gun was 
lying near the mill. These guns of 


course could be of no use in the ac- 
tion which ensued, but they figured 
in Marshal Massena’s account of it. 

On the morning of July 21th, the 
centre of the British line of piquets 
was attacked ; they were supported 
by the Mth light dragoons and two 
guns, bui. were withdrawn when a 
considerable column of the enemy ap- 
peared with artillery, and began to 
form on the other side of the rivu- 
let. The force which Marshal Ney, 
who directed the movements this day, 
brought into the field, consisted, ac- 
cording to the account of Massena 
himself, of 20,000 fool, and between 
3 and tOOO horse. Fifteen squadrons 
cf cavalry crossed the rivulet as soon 
as the piqued retired, and formed 
with artillery in front, and about *7000 
infantry on thejr right ; other troops 
meantime were advancing upon the 
right of the British position, the side 
on winch they might best expect to 
cut off the retreat of the allies to the 
bridge. General Craufurd now per- 
ceived that it was impossible for him 
to prevent the investment of Almeida, 
and that he was on the wrong side of 
the Coa. The artillery and cavalry 
were therefore ordered to retreat along 
the only road which was practicable 
for them ; the infantry from the left 
to move efff in echelon ; the right it 
was necessary to hold till the last, to 
prevent the enemy from approaching 
the bridge by a road coming from 
Junca, which runs in the bottom of 
the valle) by the river side. 

On the left, the men had to retreat 
through thick vineyards, intersected 
with deep trenches, and with walls six 
or seven feet high : they could not 
take advantage*ot this ground, for the 
enemy were in &u< h force, that there 
was imminent danger of being over- 
powered, and cut off before t hey could 
reach the bridge. One of these walls 
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General Craufurd had considered as 
a complete defence against cavalry ; 
it enclosed p ( vineyard, in which some 
companies been stationed, but 
tjie ( re, had been a heavy rain during 
the \yhole of the preceding night, ana 
the troops had pulled down this wall 
.io many places to make use of the 
Stones to form a shelter; through 
these openings the enemy's horse en- 
tered, and here they made most of 
the prisoners who were taken in the 
action. To retire in order over such 
.ground was impossible, but the re- 
treat was made with characteristic 
coolness. On the other side the 
bridge, die .ground was equally unfa- 
vourable for re-forming ; the 43d and 
i part pf the 95th regiments were or- 
dered to form in front of the bridge, 
and defend it ap lonjf as they could, 
while the rest of the troops should 
.pass over and take a new position. 
They obeyed these orders so literally, 
that they defended it all day ; three 
.times the enemy attempted toforcethe 
, passage, and each time they were al- 
ways desperately repulsed at the point 
of the bayonet ; at length, when night 
closed, every thing had passed over, 
and the enemy had ceased to assail 
them, these brave men retreated from 
the post which they had maintained 
so nobly, and where so niany^of their 
comrades had fallen : the heaviest loss 
fell upon these gallant regiments. Our 
.total loss, in killed, wounded, and pri- 
soners, amounted to 330. 

fyfassena’s official statement of this 
action was a masterpiece of impudent 
fals^upl*, He asserted that Gene- 
ral Craufurd's force consisted of 2000 
horse and 8000 foot 0 and that they 
.were all posted under the guns of the 
fortress & wat they gave way before 
the Frejifcb, our cavalry not daring to 
meet diem with the sabre, and the 
ififautry pursued at a running step ; 


that we lost 60 officers, of whom 
were buried in the 'field of battler; 
400 killed, 700 'wotfnded r 4*00' pri- 
son ers, one stand of Colours, and two 
pieces of cannon, 'while the loss of 
the conquerors did not amount to 
300. He took no colours, and tlie 
two pieces of cannon were the dis- 
mounted guns at the windmill. In 
a subsequent dispatch, Massena assu- 
red the war minister that all histrOops 
were burning with impatience to teach 
the English army what they ' had’ al- 
ready taught Craufurd’s division. Our 
own gazette had already shown the 
veracity of this boaster's account, but 
‘'this new insult called forth a counter- 
statement from General Craufurd, 
from which this detail has chiefly 
been drawn, and to the truth of which 
the whole British army are witnesses. 
Certain it is, that General Ctaufufd 
ought not to have exposed himself to 
such an action ; hut never did men be- 
have more gallantly than all who w r ere 
engaged that day, British and Portu- 
gueze alike. They effected their re- 
treat under the most disadvantageous 
circumstances, without losing a gun, 
a trophy, or a single article of field 
equipment, and they inflicted upon 
the enemy a loss, which, by 1 his own 
account, was nearly equal to w'hat we 
know to have been the sum of ours,«lnd 
which in reality doubled its Umotfnt. 

Massena affirmed likewise, that one 
of our couriers had been taken with 
all his dispatches, which represented 
that the English had never been en- 
gaged in so brisk an affair ; thatthey 
w ere in full route ; and that it^afs im- 
possible to form an idea of tfiH/iie- 
plorable condition, f Of thfe condition 
of that army, and the full route' to 
wliich he had driven them, it wad' hot 
long before Massena obtained softie 
correct personal knowledge \ but ft' is 
probable "that some desponding fctt&rs 



Cmap. 16.] JHISf QRY QF JEUROPE. iS6. 

may have, fallen int6 his hands, .and as ters, with regard to which they could 
the maiuiur of General Moore's retreat not possibly possess the necessary 
had. been marked with no public dis- knowledge forgiving it with correct- 
approbation in England, it is likely ness ; and if they communicated to 
also that he expected to drive the Bri- their correspondents facts relating to' 
ti&h army before him full speed to Lis- the position of the army, its strength, 
bon. Letters had been written from the formation of its magazines, prepa* 
that army to Porto, in which the wri- rations! vr cutting down or blowing up 
ters had delivered it as their opinion bridges, &c., they would at least tell 
that our forces must inevitably retreat, their correspondents not to publish 
Massena having such an immense these letters in newspapers, unless it 
per ion'ty, that rortugalcould not pos- was certain that the publication could 
aibly be defended against him. 'These not prove injurious to the army and 
letters excited such alarm among the to the public service.*' 

British merchants in that city, that There was good cause for tins re- 
the vice-consul applied to our admiral proof. The effect of such aguishpre- 
at .Lisbon, requesting he would talr*.‘ dictions in Portugal, could onl^ r beta 
iuto consideration the necessity of ha make thePortuguexc believe weshould 
ving a sufficient force off the Douro forsake them* and thus dispose them 
to protect the British subjects, who, for submission to the enemy ; while, • 
on account of the imminent danger, in England, fhey assisted the party 
might be onnpelled to embark with- of the despoiidents,«whose journalists. 
Out the least delay. They were in the Scotch and English, were labouringto 
Utmost consternation, he said. Ad- strike their country with a dead pal- 
miral Berkeley thought it proper to sy. « We had been lulled,” they said, 
send this requisition to Lord Wei- ** into the most dangerous confidence, 
lington, who m consequence issued gc- Massena was only waiting for the 
neral orders upon the subject. (t rle advance of his flanks, that he might, 
would not make any mquii y," he said, with hhs whole combined army, either 
“ to ascertain the authors of these force our handful of men to a battle, 
letters, which had excited so much or surround them : all that could bo 
fear and consternation in a place where expected was, that the survivors 
it was most to be wished that none might be enabled to retire to their 
should exist. He had frequently la- ships witli eclat." By the next dis- 
mented the ignorance displayed in let- patches it appeared, that it was more 
ters from the army, and the indiscre- easy for a journalist to in agtnc such 
tion with which those letters were a manoeuvre, than for Massena to cxe- 
published. It was impossible tint cute it ; but this had no other effect 
Jnany officers could possess a suffi- than to make them change the note of * 
Ctent. knowledge of facts to be able alarm. “ If Massena did not destroy 
to dorm a correct opinion of the pro- Lord Wellington's army by fighting, 
hable events of the campaign, yet it could only be because he meant 
When their erroneous opinions were to destroy it by not lighting ; for 
published, they could not but pro- Massena wa£ the most consummate 
mischievous effects. He request- captain of all Buonaparte's generals. * 
cd, therefore, .that t|tc officers, on ac- And did ministers anticipate with 
emmt oftheir own reputation, would complacency the- continuance of om 
‘twamfrom giving Qpkuoitfrupon mat- army ip poitugal through the win* 
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ter ? The rainy season was approach- 
ing ; might it not be the deep poli- 
cy of this arch-statesman and conque- 
ror to keep our army there ? He would 
be content to devote M .u»sena and his 
army to destruction, if it would faci- 
litate some ulterior plan ; might he 
not mean to ruin us by the ex pence 
of our army there ? What should we 
say, if it were really a part of his po- 
licy to keep that army there, while 
he, having possession of the Dutch, 
the Danish, and the Swedish fleets 
and ports, made a descent upon Eng- 
land or Ireland ? They trusted mini- 
sters were upon their guard, and that 
they destined their troops at home for 
a service more imminent than the re- 
inforcement of Lord Wellington.” 

While thcf-e writ* is, in the pure 
spirit of faction, were t,hus advisuig a 
diversion in favoue of the enemy, Ney, 
who conducted the siege of Alrmi- 
da, diiected Loison to summon the 
governor. Loison had made himself 
peculiarly infamous in Portugal du- 
ring the 'French usurpation ; hiscruel- 
ty and rapacity were equally notori- 
ous. When his quarters were in the 
archbishop’s palace at Evora, he luid 
actually been seen, while the archbi- 
shop was sleeping, to steal his ring 
from the table, and had destroyed 
great pait of this venerable prelate’s 
collection of manuscripts in di*>pite, 
because he found nothing concealed 
behind them. This ruffian addressed 
the governor as a Portu- 
' July 521. gueze, admonishing him 
not to hazard the interests 
of his nation for a** vain point of 
honour. “ None,” said he, “ knows 
better than you do, that the French 
come to deliver you frofti the yoke of 
the English. There is not a Portu- 
gueze who 1 is ignorant of ,he little 
cons decation which- his country en- 
joys among that people. Have they 


not given abundant proofs of the lit- 
tle attention which they pay to a na- 
tion worthy of esteem, and for a long 
time the ally of France ? Their oc- 
cupation of all the civil and military 
posts, proves to demonstration, that 
the intention of the English govern- 
ment is to consider Portugal as one 
of her colonies. The conduct which 
the w English have held with regard to 
the Spaniards, whom they promised 
to defend, but abandoned, should 
open your eyes, artd convince you that 
they will do the same with regard to 
Portugal. Sir Governor, his excel- 
lency hat* charged me to offer you 
the most honourable capitulation, by 
which you may retain the government 
of ydur fortress, and your garrison be 
admitted into the number of those 
Portiigyze troops that have remain- 
ed faithful to the interests of their 
country. In your hands, therefore, 
is placed the fate of Almeida, and oi 
your companions in arms. If yoil re- 
fuse to accede to this proposal, you 
will heconv* responsible for all the 
blood shed unavailingly, in a cause 
which is foreign to the Portugueze 
nation.” 

Brigadier Cox happened to be in 
the covered way, clos** to the barrier 
gate, when the flag of truce arrived 
with this summons. Without peripit- 
ting the French officer to enter, he re- 
turned a verbal answer, that the fort- 
ress would be drfcndtd to the last 
extremity. The Portuguezctroop6,of 
whom Loison spoke as being engaged 
in the service of France, were the re- 
mainder of those whom Junot had 
hurried away from their own coun- 
try. The men, Buonaparte was too 
wary to send back ; but Masscna 
brought with Irm a few nobles, who, 
having long preyed upon the coun- 
try which they disgraced, completed 
their infamy by betraying it. T# 
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these traitors, Loison appealed in his 
summons, saying, they could assure 
the governor of the honourable man* 
ner in which they had been treated. 
The Marquis of Alorna, D. Pedro 
de Almeida, was the most conspicu- 
ous among them ; he and his accom- 
plices used all their influence to per- 
suade their countrymen to submis- 
sion ; but the Portugueze had alrea- 
dy experienced the effects of non- re- 
sistance, and the inhabitants of Cas* 
tcllo Mendo, and a few other villages 
on the borders of Bcira, were the 
only persons who were unfortunate 
enough to be deceived. These poor 
people, instead of abandoning their 
habitations on the approach of the 
enemy, in obedience to the orders 
which had been issued, remained in 
them, fearing to encounter the evils 
of wandering in search of shelter, and 
hoping, that, as they submitted to the 
enemy without resistance, their pro- 
perty would be safe, their women 
preserved from violation, and their 
lives secured. But the Fiench, in 
Spain and Portugal, conscious of the 
wickedness of the cause in which 
they are engaged, seem, like the pi- 
rates of the last century, to consider 
themselves in a state of reprobation, 
and to commit- crimes which make 
humanity shuddtr, as if for the pur- 
pose of showing their desperate de- 
fiance of God and man. “ The in- 
habitants of these submissive villages, 
suffered all the evils which a cruel 
enemy could inflict ; their property 
was plundered ; their houses burnt ; 
their women atrociously violated ; 
and those, who 6e age and sex did not 
provoke the brutal violence of the 
soldiers, fell victims to the confidence 
which they placed in promises made 
only to be broken.*’ The warmest 
advocates against the Spanish and 
Portuguese, however anxious to dis- 


credit the accounts of the enormities 
of their detestable invaders, must be 
satisfied with theauthonty upon which 
these facts are recorded. They were 
publicly proclaimed by the Purtu- 
gueze government, and m* here re- 
lated in the words of Lord Welling- 
ton hit’ self. 

That general addressed a procla- 
mation to the Portuguese upon the 
occasion, telling them they 
now saw what they had to Aug. 4*. 
expect from the French. 

They now saw, that no means re- 
mained to avoid the evils with which 
they were threatened but a determi- 
ned and vigorous resistance, and a firm 
resolution to ohstnict fts much pos- 
sible the advance of the enemy, by 
removing out of his reach all such 
things might contribute to hi sub- 
sistence, or facilitate hia progress. 

“ The army under my command,” 
said he, u wdl protect as large a por- 
tion of the country as is possible ; 
but it is obvious that the people alone 
can deliver themselves by a vigorous 
resistance, and preserve their goods 
by removing them out of the reach 
of the enemy. The duties, therefore, 
that bind me to bis Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent of Portugal, and 
to the Portuguese nation, oblige me 
to make use of the power and autho- 
rity With which 1 am furnished, to 
compel the careless and indolent to 
make the necessary efforts to preserve 
themselves from the dangers which 
threaten them, and to save their coun- 
try. Tn conformity with this, 1 make 
known and declare, that all magis- 
trates and persons in authority who 
shall remain in the villages or towns, 
after having received orders from the 
military officer to remove from them, • 
and all p* rsons, of whatever class they 
may be, who shall maintain the least 
communication with, or aid and assist 
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in any manner the enemy, shall be 
considered -as traitors to the state, 
and tried, and punished as such an 
enormous crimerequires.” The man- 
ner in which 'Lord Wellington as- 
sumed this power, in the name of the 
•Prince Regent of Portugal, and of 
the Portugueze nation, was as wise 
as the assumption itself was proper 
dnisuch circumstances. The Portu- 
gueze people also were fully sensible 
that their duty and their interest was 
the same, and never did any people 
act with more determined zeal in de- 
fence of their countiy. 

Massena opened his trenches before 
Almecda on the night of the 15th of 
August. While a false attack was 
made against the north of the town, 
42000 men dug the first parallel to a 
depth of three feet ; and on Sunday 
the 26tb, at five in the morning, 11 
batteries, mounted with 65 pieces of 
cannon, opened their fire. The gar- 
rison consisted of 5000 men, of whose 
spirit no doubt was entertained ; the 
place was well provided, and its works 
'had been placed in so respectable a 
state, that Lord Wellington felt as- 
sured it would, delay the enemy till 
late in the season, even if he should 
be unable to find an opportunity of 
relieving it. These well-founded ex- 
pectations were frustrated ‘ by one of 
those chances which aometiirks dis- 
concert the wisest plans, and disap- 
point the surest hopes of man. On 
'the night after the batteries opened, 
the darge powder magazine in the 
"Citadel, -with two smaller ones conti- 
guous to it, blew bp. More than 
half tfce-artillery men, a great number 
of the garrison* and many of the in- 
habitants, -perished iit this; dreadful 
* explosion ; many of the guns were 
< dismounted, and the work* were ren- 
i tiered no longer defensible, even if the 
"means of deiencchad beeu.lcft \ ’but, 


except a few cartridges for immedi- 
ate use, and 30 barrels of powder in 
the laboratory, the whole of the am- 
munition was destroyed. 

Great as the calamity was, the evil 
would have been far more alarming 
had it proceeded, as was at first sup- 
posed, from treason ; but, according 
to the best information which could 
be collected, it was altogether acci- 
dental. The magazine was bomb- 
proof ; they were taking ammunition 
fromdt, when a shell fell upon one of 
the carts. The lieutenanUgovernor, 
Francisco Bt'rnardo da Costa e Al- 
meida, bad behaved well till the bat- 
teries opened ; he was then so terrified 
that he shut himself up in the bomb- 
proofs. Having thus proved himself 
a coward, mere shame made him a 
traitor ; and after the .explosion he 
took advantage of the confusion to 
counteract the governor's attempt to 
hold out longer. Another traitor 
was found in the major of artillery, 
Fortunato Jose Barreiro?. He had 
behaved well during the siege, but 
when he was sent out to propose 
terms of capitulation, for the purpose 
of gaining favour with the enemy, he 
communicated to him the whole ex- 
tent of the disaster ; so that Massena, 
knowing the place was at his mercy* 
was enabled to dictflte what ternjs he 
pleased. The garrison were made 
prisoners of war, with this exception* 
that the militia, having deposited their 
arms, should return to their homes* 
and not serve during the present war- 

These terms were broken by the 
French, with their usual perfidy. -A- 
lorna endeavoured to persuade the 
garrison to follow ly's example, and 
take arms agaiii9t their country. Not. 
an. officer or man of the militia, was to 
be , seduced ; but -Massena - ordered 
1200 of them by force to be employ- 
ed aa a, corps, of pioneer#. With the 
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regular officers he was more success- 
ful. Marshal Beresford particular, 
ized in his dispatches those who were 
faithful ; from which it appears that 
there were others 6f the old leaven,—— 
'wretches, who degraded the army, 
and brought disgrace upon the na- 
tion. Massena boasted that the 24th 
Porto regiment hated the English, 
and that therefore he should retain it 
in his service ; but he belied his i m\ 
assertion, by saying that he should 
take good care to* keep an eye on 
them, and not to place them in im- 
ortant posts. Massena would not 
ave trusted them even thus far, had 
he not judged of the Portuguese by 
the traitorous nobility with whom he 
was acquainted. Nearly the whole 
of the men, whom he represented as 
traitors, and forced to appear as such, 
joined' Colonel Trant and Marshal 
Bores ford m the course of *en days. 

The Portugu* z.‘ regency now de- 
clared A lorn a a traitor, and offered a 
reward of a thousand tmmlores for 
him, alive or dead. The Marquis of 
Ponte de Lima, fbe Marquis of Lou- 
ta, the Count of St Miguel, the Count 
of Ega, Gomes Freirc de Andrade, 
and I). Jose Carcome Lobo, were 
also declared traitors, and their pro- 
perty declared to be confiscated : but 
tli4$c traitors bad too many powerful 
friends in the sts^te ; and it is said 
that, notwithstanding tin* decree, their 
property remained untouched, in the 
frahds of persons in Whom they could 
confide. A change had lately taken 
place in the Portuguese regency. The 
Marqufeztias Minas resigned, irt con- 
•sequencc of an ilfnvss which soon pro- 
tea fatal. T^je other two members 
"were, the 'Bishop of Porto, who was 
patriarch elect, and the Marquis Mon- 
tfciro Mor. Four new members were 
h6W added ; the Principal Sousa, bro- 
ther Linhares, who 


was minister in Brazil, and to* the 
Portugliezc ambassador in’Engfcml ; 
the Conde de Redondo ; S. Ricardo 
Raymundo Nogiuira, who had beet* 
law professor at Coimbra ; and the 
English ambassador, Mr Stewart. 
Admiral Berkeley was at the same 
time appointed by the Prince of Bra* 
zil commander-imchicf of the naval, 
as Lord Wellington had been of the 
military force of Portugal. There 
arc few things in the annals of Eng- 
land more honourable to the national 
character, than the perfect confidence 
reposed in us by our old ally, arid 
the manner in which that confidence 
has been requited. While the ene- 
mies of both conn tries Were endea- 
vouring to inccns* the Portuguese 
against hs, by telling them that we 1 
meant to iisua*p Portugal, and* while 
the enemies of adminisl ration tvefc 
traducing 'and insulting them, and 
crying out that they would not de- 
fend themselves and could not be de- 
fended by us, anti therefore 1 h it we 
ought not to attempt to defend them, 
the English jrtny and the Poi tuguerte 
people were acting with the most per- 
fect unanimity, for the common inte- 
rests and common safety of Grest Bri- 
tain and Portugal. 

The spirit of the people, with- 
out whicli all other means of defence 
musrthave been ineffectual, was what 
England could neither give nor tike 
away ; but for the measures by which 
that spirit was so directed as to se- 
cure its end, Portugal was indebted * 
to British councils. Military and fi- 
nancial resources, of which the nation 
had not supposed* itself capable, were 
called forth, and the Port uguezo were 
addressed’ by* their rulers in language 
to which they had long^bccirunac- * 
customed^the language of hope and 
confidence, and conscious rectitude as 
Well as'cohatious strength. Like the 
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supreme junta, the regents reminded 
the Portugueze of their heroic ances- 
tors ; they spoke of the wickedness 
of the enemy, the inexpressible mi- 
series which would accompany their 
yoke, and the certainty of glorious 
success, if those exertions and sacri- 
fices were made which the times re- 
nt red ; but the Portugueze regency 
id not, like the Spaniards, speak to 
the people of the causes which had 
rendered this invasion possible, and 
produced the decay of Portugal ; nor 
did they hold out the promise of the 
restoration of their rights, the redress 
of their grievances, and the due exe- 
cution, of their laws. Such promises 
were not necessary as excitement ; a 
people who were literally defending 
their hearths and altars, and fighting 
to save theirwives and daughters from 
violation and butchery, or to revenge 
them, needed no additional feeling to 
goad them on ; as pledges, it is to he 
wished they had been held out ; but 
the government had not the prudence 
to think of reforming itself. 1 n pro- 
viding for the defence of the country, 
it acted providently and bravely, with 
wisdom and with vigour ; but in other 
things, the old leaven' discovered it- 
self, and made it apparent that the 
pleasure of the miniate- was still the 
law of Portugal. A decree" was pub- 
lished, assigning to the widows* chil- 
dren, or dependent brethren of those 
who had fallui at Almeida, the full 
pay of the d\ ceased, and half pay to 
the families of those who were made 
prisoners. “ The Prince, : ” it said, 
would not believe that any of his 
faithful vassals could have entered the 
service of the enemy ; and if any had 
been compelled to do so, he trusted 
they had only yielded to compulsion, 
with the purpose of tffte'-ng their 
escape. He suspended, therefore, his 
justice ; but if a month elapsed before 


such persons acquitted themselves hy 
appearing, they would be considered 
as traitors.* * Now, the treason of the 
lieutenant-governor and the major of 
artillery was open and undoubted ; 
Lord Wellington had stated it in his 
dispatches to the minister at war ; the 
names of these wretches were given 
in those dispatches here in England, 
but suppressed in Portugal, manifest- 
ly out of favour to their connections. 

In another respect the conduct of 
the Portugueze regency was more in- 
excuseable. Eight-and-forty persons, 
of all ranks and professions, and ma- 
ny of them unacquainted with each 
qther, were seized on the night of the 
10th of September, of whom ten were 
sent to the Tower of St Julian, and 
the rest to the Lirnoeiro, the common 
prison of the city. The most alarm- 
ing rumours were scattered abroad. 
A formidable and extensive conspira- 
cy, it was said, had been discovered, 
which had nothing less for its object 
than a general massacre of the Bri- 
tish, for the purpose of delivering up 
the country to the French. These 
reports reached England, and recei- 
ved their first contradiction from the 
Portugueze government themselves, 
who found it expedient to declare, 
that neither Lord Wellington nor Mr 
Stewart had any part' in their proceed- 
ings upon this occasion ; that thesto- 
ries of the conspiracy, and of the arms 
which had been discovered, were false ; 
and that the individuals who had been 
arrested had been sent out of the king- 
dom, only because it was the opinion 
of the police that their residence there 
might be prejudicial to the public 
tranquillity. Some of these individuals 
were permitted to come to England* 
others were sent to the Azores, after 
they had suffered every kind of in- 
convenience, privation, and indignity,, 
to the alarm and distress of .the fa- 
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milies of all, and the ruin of some ; — 
there was neither proof nor accusa- 
tion against them ; the whole, as a 
public act, was one of those freaks 
which mark the unfeeling folly of an 
ignorant and obstinate despotism, but 
of which the secret springs are to he 
found in private malice or cupidity. 

The manner in which the Portu- 
gueze government declared, that nei- 
ther Marshal General Lord Welling- 
ton, nor the minister plenipotentiary 
of his Britannic majesty, nor any in- 
dividual of the British nation, had any 
part iu these proceedings, nor any 
previous knowledge of them, make it 
apparent that the British general and 
the British minister disapproved of 
an act of tyranny which was thus in 
reality disclaimed on their part. They 
could not prevent that of which they 
were not apprized before it was done, 
nor after it was done could they ex- 
press their disapprobation better than 
by requiring to have it thus distinctly 
stated, that the regency had neither 
taken their advice, nor received their 
sanction. But bad the cortes been 
restored, this injustice would not have 
been committed, or would have been 
redressed ; and till the cortes is re- 
stored, and with it the authority of 
the laws, the Poi tugueze will always 
be liable to such acts of capricious 
oppression. In this instance the ini- 
quity was the more to be regretted, 
because the other measures of the go- 
vernment entitled them to respect and 
gratitude. They bad restored oitfcr 
in the country, brought its resources 
into action, and their public acts and 
declarations corresponded to the spi- 
rit of the people. The ringleaders of 
the mutiny, which, in its consequen- 
ces, had given Soult possession of 
Porto, were brought to trial and con- 
dign punishment ; and after the most 
impartial examination of his conduct, 
General Bernardino Freire de Andra- 


da, who had been murdered at Braga, 
was declared to have served his coun- 
try faithfully and well, and tne me- 
mory of those unfortunate men who 
had perished in the same tumult was 
cleared of all imputation. An army 
more numerous than Portugal had 
ever pu> - cased, was formed, equipped, 
and disciplined ; and the government, 
when it reminded tht people of their 
stri ngth, did not fear to tell them of 
their danger. It announced the loss 
of Almeida, — a loss, said the regents, 
greatly to be lamented for the death of 
part of its defenders, and the unliappi- 
ness of others, who have thus fallen into 
captivity, but of little importance to 
the great cause of life salvation of 
the country. •Wellington at the head 
of the allied armies ; Beresford direct- 
ing onr troops, who are indebted to 
him for their organization and their 
discipline ; brave soldiers, and a faith- 
ful people, who have sworn to defend 
their prince and their country to the 
last extremity ; — these are the bul- 
warks which defend us, and these an 
army of slaves, who are continually 
wasting away by want ami desertion, 
will never be able to beat down. 

If Masscna had despised the allied 
armies, as the despondents m England 
pro tenth d, he would now have march- 
ed through Castello Branco, Abran- 
tes, sftid Santarem, direct upon Lis- 
bon, leaving Lord Wellington behind 
him ; but Masscna remembered the 
fate of Juiiot, and had too much re- 
spect for the enemy who was oppo- 
sed to him. His hope was to bring 
against him a gteatly superior force, 
such as should either defeat him in 
the field, or make him fly before, in 
the hope of ’escaping to his ships. 
For this purpose, the French gene- 
ral concentrated his army,* and Lord 
Wellington, aware of his object, be- 
an to retreat towards Coimbra deli* 
erately, and with such evident fore- 
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thought and determination, that the could avoid the Serra de Busaco, and 
retrograde movement did not in the reach Coimbra by the high road to 
slightest degree ahate the spirits of Porto; but this was a circuitous route, 
the army. N.q . stores were abandon- and he determined to attack Lord. 
ed» no men and horses foundered ; Wellington, relying upon com? 
thle operations, were all performed parativc insignificance of the English 
■with ease the soldiers suffered no in number, and upon the assurappe^ o£ 
grivatipn$» and underwent no unne- Alorna and the other traitors, tjiat 
qwsary fatigue ; the inhabitants re- the Portuguese would fly at the first 
tired under* their protection, and as* appearance of an enemy* 
ristad them, in breaking up the brid* flusaco, which wasnpw to bccomefa- 

ges, t destroying the mills, and lay* mou? in, British history, had long bepn 
ing waste the country ; so that a venerable name.in Portugal. It u 
Mfwsenu found a desert as he advan- the only place in that kingdom where 
ccd* The very few peasantry who the bajefooted Carmelites possessed 
ventured to remain in their houses what, in their language, is called a 
30011 repented their infatuation in t^esart, atl establishment where those 
trusting to. French humanity, when brethren whose devotion flies to the 
they saw their women violated in pub- highest pitch, may at once enjoy the 
lie. Massena’s soldiers, however, hail advantages of the eremite, with the 
little opportunity of displaying their security of the cccnobite life ; one of 
devilish, cruelty upon their advance ; those * places where man has con- 
lie complained that women and child- verted an earthly paradise into a pur- 
reo and old men all fled before him, gatory for himself, but where super- 
smd that not even a guide was to be stition almost seems sanctified by every 
found in any place. In the town of thing around it. The solitude and si- 
Celorico he found but two inhabi- lence of Busaeo were now to be bro- 
tants, and nothing but bare walls. ken by events, in which its hermits. 
There are two roads from Almei- dead as they were to the world, might 
da to Coimbra : One on the north be permitted to feel all the agitation 
ride of the river Mondcgo, by way of of worldly hope and fear. The Bri- 
Pinhel, Trancoso, and Vizeu ; the tisli and Portuguese army was posted 
other on the south or left side, by along the ridge, extending nearly eight 
Celorico, Penal va, and Potfie de Mar- miles, and forming Che segment of 3 
cella. Massena had thirteen days circle, whose extreme points embra* 
provisions with him when he left Al- ced every part of the enemy’? posh 
meida ; hi? aim was to make himself tion, and from whence every move- 
master of Coimbra, and of the re- ment of the enemy below could be 
sources qf the fertile country about immediately observed. On the 
it# With this view he crossed and the light troops on both rifles were 
re-crossed the Mondcgo ; but Lord engaged throughout the line ; at sue 
Wellington still interposed. Qn the on the following morning, the French 
SJGth of September, the British army made two desperate attacks upon 
was collected upon the Serra de Bu- Lord Wellington’s position $ one pp 
Wcq, with Ney and Regnier’s divi- the right, the other on the left of 
rione in their front- By tuning the the highest point of the Serra : this 
Lsft of the British position, Massena spot is remarkable, a scommajtidingonj? 

* tee Owjwna, VqI. II. for m account of this place# 
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of the moat esterisive views in Portu- 
gal, and on the very summit stands a 
cross, planted upon a basis of masonry 
of such magnitude, that it is said 
three thousand carts of stone were 
used in the work. One division of 
French infantry gained the top of 
the ridge, and was driven back with 
the bayonet ; another division, far- 
ther on the right, was repulsed be- 
fore it could reach the top. On the 
left they made their attack with three 
divisions, only one of which mack* any 
progress toward the summit, and this 
was charged* with the br.yonet and dri- 
ven down with immense loss. Some of 
the Portuguese, charging a superior 
force, got so wedged in among them, 
that they had not room to use their 
bayonets'; they turned up the butt 
cuds of their muskets and plied them 
with such vigour, as completely to 
clear the way. 

Victoriesof greater result havebcen 
gained' in Portugal, but never was 
there a battle fought of more eventual 
importance to the conquerors ; for the 
Portuguese soldiers, whom the French 
despised, whom the despondents in 
England insulted, and whom perhaps 
many of the British army distrusted, 
bat upon whom the success of the 
war was to depend, established this 
dayjtheir character for courage and 
for discipline, and proved, that how- 
ever the government had degenerated, 
the people were the same as in the 
days of Nuno Aivarcs. Lord Wei 
lihgton bore testimony to their ‘me- 
rit $ he declared that he had never 
• seen a more gallant attack than that 
which- they made upon the enemy, 
Who had reached the ridge of the 
Berra ; they were worthy, h said, of 
Contending in the same ranks with 
British troops in that good cause, 
Which they afforded the best hopes of 
saving. • They obtained a more cu- 
rious acknowledgment of their good 


condhct from Junot. Lord Welling*- 
ton, he said, had practised* a ruse d» 
guerre , and deceived his enemies by* 
dressing Englishmen in Portugucze 
uniform Si The loss of the British on 
this memorable day, was 1()7 killed, 
493 wounded, 31 prisoners of the 
Portuguv 90 killed, 512 wounded, 
20 prisoners ; of the French, Gene- 
ral Simon, 3 colonels, 33 officers, and 
250 men were taken, and 2000 left 
dead upon the field ; this was known, 
because, after the battle, Massena 
sent a flag of truce, requesting per- 
mission to bury his dead ; the re- 
quest was refused, and they were bu- 
ried by the conquerors ; the number 
of wounded was not aP first ascertain- 
ed, but the prisoners and deserters 
agreed in declaring that it was very ' 
great. 25, (XX), French were engaged. 
Masseua directed their operations in 
person . The prisoners and the dead had 
in their knapsacks unground maize. 
Soon after the action a flag of truce 
was sent to the British head quarters 
with General Simon’s baggage, and a 
young Spanish woman, in male attire, 
whom he had carried off from Madrid. 

The enemy made no attempt to 
renew the attack. Some little skir- 
mishing with his light troops took 
place the following day, while he mo- 
ved a large body of infantry and ca- 
valry from the left of his centre to the 
rear, from whence the cavalry were 
seen in march along the road leading 
from Mortagoa over the mountain 
toward Porto. By this road Lord 0 
Wellington had foreseen that Maasena 
would attempt* to turn his left, and 
had directed Colonel Trent, who, with 
the militia, was actively employed upon 
the flanks and m the rear of the ene- 
my, to march to Sardao, and occupy * 
the mountain*. It so happened, how- 
ever, that the general officer who 
commanded in the north, went him 
round by Porto, because the interme- 
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diate point of St Pedro de Sul was 
occupied by a detachment of the ene- 
my ; and Traut therefore, notwith- 
standing his utmost t (Forts, did not 
reach Sardao till the night of the 
28 th, after the French were in pos- 
session of the ground. Lord Wel- 
lington, therefore, that the cntmy 
might not reach Coimbra before him, 
now having it in their power to bring 
him to action where he might not 
wish to engage, withdrew from Bu- 
saco. Massena, as had been expect- 
ed, broke up just b- fore midnight 
on rh< 28 th ; hn advanced guard was 
at Avelans the next day, on the ro.*d 
from Porto to Coimbra, and his whole 
army was seeifin march through the 
mountains. The allied troops were 
then in the vale of the Mondego, and 
on the thirtieth had nji crossed to the 
south side of tlfat river, except the 
advanced guard, which remained at 
Coimbra till the inhabitants had time 
to remove themselves and their effects. 
They, after they had carried off' all 
that they could, desired the soldiers 
to take what they were able, then 
threw the little piovisions which re- 
mained into the river, and destroyed 
whatever else could be of use to the 
invaders. 

The French advanced ^uard ap- 
pealed in front of Coimbra on the 
afti moon of the 30 th ; the day 
Lord Wellington ciossed the Monde- 
go, and continued his u* treat, failing 
back upon Leiria, while Genual Hill 
with his corps retired by way of Es>- 
pinhrtl, upon T'homar. The. army 
halted on the fuurthV Massena, lea- 
ving his wounded and his hospital in 
Coimbra, advanced in pursuit ; a few 
skirmishes of cavalry 'were all that 
occurred, in every one of winch the 
French were taught with what ene- 
mies they had to contend, till Lord 
Wellington readied the position, in. 


front of Torres Vedras, Which, from 
the commencement of the campaign, 
he had chosen ; and Massena, instead 
of driving the English into the sea, 
found himself opposed by lines, which, 
defer.ded as they were by the troops 
whom he had tried at Busaco* heknew 
to be impregnable. Early in the year, 
it had been stated in the newspapers, 
thpt men wore at work in fortifying 
this post, and yet the English were 
as much surprised as Massena, when 
Lord? Wellington, having thus reach- 
ed his own ground, defied the great* 
est power which France could pos^ 
sibly bring against him. The lines 
extended from the sea on one side, 
to the Tagus on the ether ; and Roa 
mana, as had been concerted, brought 
his army from Extremadura, to co- 
operate with the British and Portu- 
gueze in their defence. 

If Massena and his army, who had 
looked on with confidence to the plun- 
der of Lisbon, felt their hopes aba- 
ted at sight of this obstacle ui their 
front, the first uws which they re- 
ceived from their rear wan not of a 
natu e to encourage them ; Colonel 
Trant, finding himself, through cir- 
cumstances which he could not pre- 
vent, too late to occupy Sardao, and 
impede the march of the enemy upou 
Coimbra, concerted an attack upon 
the detachment which they had left 
in that city. For this pur- 
pose he marched to Mial- Oct . B.v 
hada, to join the corps under -■ . * . 

Brlgadh r- General Miller and Colb*' 
nr L W llson. In this he was disappoints 
ed ; the country around Busacoba*? 
viug been entirely exhausted-theft^ 
corps were delayed for want of sup^'t ■ 
plies, and their ca/alry was 
tigued that they could not advance 
rapidly. What was to be done ? any , 
delay might give the enemy leisure 
to prepare for defence, whereas it 
10 . 
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was probable that 1 at this moment 
they had no apprehension of an at- 
tack,and were ignorant that any troops 
were so near them. Mealhada is 
scarcely twelve miles from Coimbra, 
and by a rapid movement they might 
_.be surprised. Trant therefore deter- 
mined to march upon the city with his 
own division. At a small distance 
from Fornos he fell in wifh 
Od. 6. a detachment of tlse enemy, 

. cut them off from Coimbra, 
and made prisoners all who were not 
killed. Then he ordered his cavalry 
to advance at a gallop by the principal 
road, cross the bridge of the Mon de- 
go, and take post on the road to Lis-* 
bpn; thus cutting off the communi- 
cation between the French army and 
the garrison. The infantry meantime 
entered the city, and after a contest 
of an hour, the enemy surrendered at 
discretion, upon a promise of being 
protected from the peasantry. 

Above 5000 French were made 
prisoners by this well-timed and im- 
portant enterprize. All the wounded 
who had not dropt on the way from 
Busaco had been left here, but very 
many never reached Coimbra : 3500 
muskets fell into the hands of thecon- 
querors, nearly the whole of which 
werccharged, and from thisthen umber 
of effective men mUy be estimated. A 
great*quantityof cattle and sheep were 
found, which the enemy had collect- 
ed. Their commissary general had 
been left as governor, and in his as 
wdtt as in the hospital department, 
Mft&sena suffered a loss whieh was se- 
verely felt. Colonel Trant found more 
dtfBbutty in protecting the French 
than in taking them prisoners ; the 
gufitia and armefl peasants under his 
command were exasperated almost to 
omdness by the conduct of this bru- 
tal enemy, whose route from Pin he! 
might be traced by the smoke of 
vol./ii\ part w 


burning villages. Coimbra itself af- 
forded a spectacle sufficient to excite 
the bitterest feelings of indignation 
and vengeance. That flourishing city, 
the population of which is estimated 
at 20,(X)O, was, by the account of the 
French themselves, deserted when they 
entered it : out of sucli a population 
there mast, however, have been ma- 
ny whom it was not possible to re- 
move ; age and sickness would detain 
some, duty would bind others to the 
sick and the aged ; while many, in the 
fear of casting themselves upon the 
world as wanderers, and the hope, that, 
by remaining with their property, they 
might preserve a part, whereas if they 
abandoned it all would*be lost, would 
resolve to waibfor the evil under their 
own roofs, or hesitate whether to quit 
them till it wa* too late. These un- 
happy persona found no protection 
from the old established laws of war. 
“ When,” said the Portuguese, “ did 
those laws authorize the violation of 
women, the slaughter of the aged, and 
other defenceless inhabitants of places 
which made no resistance, the assas- 
sination of men who were accounted 
rich, only because they did not fur- 
nish that quantity of money which 
it was said they possessed ? Of all 
these atrocities, and of others still 
more execrable, examples were giver* 
in the city of Coitnbra alone." 

M Nothing," Colonel Trant said, 
44 could exceed the state of misery in 
which hefoundthatcity. The French, 
after their dreadful outrages upon the 
people, had ransacked every house, 
and church, and’public building * in 
pure wantonness they had set fire to 
some, and they had neaped up in the 
streets, in the greatest disorder,att the 
provisions that the army could not 
carry with it." About 800 ofTrant*# 
men were natives of Coimbra and iu 
district 5 they were surrounded by theit 

+ n 
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wretched relations and friends, and 
twice they broke through the restraints 
of discipline, to take vengeance u|>on 
the villains who were now in their 
power. Nothing but the greatest 
exertions on the part of Trant, and 
the respect in which he was deserved- 
ly held, saved these wretches from the 
fate which they so righteously deser- 
ved ; and when he had succeeded in 
repressing the first movements of a 
people so wantonly and cruelly wrong- 
ed, he found it necessary to escort 
the prisoners himself to Pdrto, belie- 
ving that nothing but his presence 
could possibly preserve them. 

The recovery of Coimbra was *se- 
verely felt by Massena ; instead of 
having a strong garrison in that im- 
portant quarter, occupied in collecting 
stores for him, and keeping down that 
part of the country, or at least em- 
ploying the Port ugueze forces in those 
districts, he was now annoyed by a 
successful enemy in his rear, while in 
front he saw a formidable force in a 
position which it was hopeless to at- 
tack. Lord Wellington’s lines ex- 
tended from Peniche and Torres Ve- 
dras to Alhandra; being thus flank- 
ed by the sea on the left, and the Ta- 
gus on the right. His head-quarters 
were at the Quinta de P^ro Negro, 
near Encharadas. Marshal Bcreaford 
was at Sobral. General Hill com- 
manded on the right, having his head- 
quarters at Alhandra; General Picton 
on the left, at Torres Vedras. The 
advanced guard, under General Leith, 
was at liibaldeira, ^nd the Lusitanian 
Legion, which Sir Robert Wilson had 
raised, now under Baron Ebcn, was at 
Runa, in sight of the French encamp- 
ment. Fngates and gun-boats were 
stationed .from Sacaven upwards, and 
a battalion of seamen was formed to 
serve on shore in defending the Mnes. 
Land service to tliese men was a per- 


fect jubilee. They had the town of 
Alhandra to themselves, for the in- 
habitants had all left it ; and there 
they sat in large arm-chairs, two cen- 
turies old, in the open streets, smo- 
king and drinking, while they were 
off guard. 

Trant was at Ourcm, in the rear 
of the enemy ; their right flank was 
annoyed by the garrison of Peniche, 
and by the Portuguese General Ba- 
cellar, from Obidos. Abrnntes was 
garrisoned behind them, and Silveira, 
on the frontiers of Beira, cut off their 
communication with Castillc. Mas- 
sena was too strong in numbers to 
he beaten without a greater expence 
of live3 than Lord Wellington could 
afford : the British general therefore? 
trussed to famine, and to that worry- 
ing system of national warfare which 
no army can withstand. Famine would 
soon have done his work, if his pre- 
cautions and the orders of the regency 
had been duly observed, and the coun- 
try completely cleared before the enemy 
approached ; but here he was thwart- 
ed by the old vices of the government. 
The local magistrates took no mea- 
sures for enforcing these orders, or 
their measures were inadequate : while 
the danger was at a distance, they con- 
tinued to hope that it might be avert - 
ed, or at least that it would not reach 
their particular district. But Massena 
derived the greater part of his sup- 
plies from the stores which the farm- 
er? had buried, that they might not 
be obliged to sell them below the 
market price, and at long credit to the 
commissaries. Servants, who had as- 
sisted in burying the grain, were' bri- 
bed to discover it ; and indeed tohfen* 
this was not done, there was little 
chance of its escaping the search of 
the French', who have so long been 
accustomed to plunder that they pro- 
ceed in their search for booty at every 
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kind upon a regular system. A ham- 
mer and a small saw usually make 
part of a French soldier's baggage, 
that he may have his tools at hand 
When the work of pillage begins. 
Every piece of furniture in which 
* there can be any places of conceal- 
ment, these disciplined plunderers 
break open from behind j so that no 
contrivance of this kind escapes them : 
having satisfied themselves that no- 
thing in the house can be hidden from 
them above ground* they proceed to 
inquire whether any thing lias been 
buried. They examine whether there 
is any new masonry, behind which 
valuables may have been secreted ; Tf 
any part of the cellar or ground floor 
appears uneven, theydig it up; where 
th^ro is no such indication, they pour 
water upon the ground, and if it be 
absorbed in one place faster than an- 
other, there they break the earth. In 
Germany, it is said, they broke open 
the vaults in the churches, and search- 
ed the graves in the church yards. 
While the house-search is going on, 
one of the party keeps his eye fixed 
upon theowuer, if he be intheir hands, 
to observe by the changes of his coun- 
tenance whether the others are near 
the spot in which he has concealed 
his money. The brutality of their 
personal searches is too horrid to be 
related. • 

All concealed stores were soon dis- 
covered by experienced free-bnoters 
like these. The peasantry universal- 
ly employ oxen for draught, and ma- 
ny of these fell into their hands ; but 
4 the cattle were soon consumed, be- 
cause the French fed more upon ani- 
mal food than tjiey were wont to do, 
for want of bread, the mills having 
been destroyed. Handmills, which 


now make part of their regimental 
equipments, are a later invention of 
Marmont's, suggested, perhaps, by 
the inconvenience which Massena suf- 
fered from this cause. They bruised 
the com, and then boiled it, and they 
roasted the maize; the grapes and 
later fruits also had not been gather- 
ed iti beftfre their irruption ; and these 
various resources enabled them to 
maintain their ground, which they 
could not possibly have done for ma- 
ny days, had the country been effec- 
tually cleared before them, according 
to Lord Wellington’s purpose. His 
enemies in England soon began to 
raise ail alarm, “ tlylt Lisbon, not 
Massena, was in danger of famine ; he 
could drive in upon our lines the po- • 
p illation of the surrounding country 
to increase oifl* difficulties, and to re- 
lieve his own could send his foraging 
parties into an immense track of coun- 
try as yet untouched. England, 
meantime, must send out not merely 
regiment after regiment, but cargo 
after cargo of grain throughout the 
winter ; and what if the bar of the 
Tagus should be locked up by adverse 
winds ? Massena, we might be sure, 
with the talents and prudence univer- 
sally ascribed to him, did nqt act with- 
out a confident prospect of success.* 

It hajJ been said in the Gazette, that 
he possessed only the ground on which 
his army stood ; this was an erratum , 
where for Massena, we ought to read 
Wellington. Our situation in Portu- • 
gal would become infinitely more dis- 
agreeable than bis, even if he did not, 
bringing his whplc force to bear on 
one, two, or three points, by his supe- 
rior numbers tfius concentrated, break 
the lines in which Lord Wellington’s ( 
army was so much drawn? out. He" 


* The Terras Vai/es, this writer says, was a most favourable position ; and when he 
bad lear/it to spell the words, he talked o f piercing through the Torras Ttdras, 
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would have the most productive part 
of the kingdom open to him ; we 
should have only Lisbon and its vici- 
nity, with the whole Portugueze ar- 
my to maintain, as well as the British ; 
nay, with the whole population of 
Lisbon, increased by the fugitives 
who had taken asylum there, deprived 
of tbqir usual resources, and thrown 
upon us even for daily bread ! What 
a delicate and irksome part then would 
uur troops have to support, if they 
were to pa 9 s the winter upon those 
mountains, possessing no part of Por- 
tugal but that in which they were 
posted, incessantly harassed by the 
French in they* front, with a Portu- 
guese army double their own num- 
ber within their lines, a*nd a starving 
metropolis in their rear? The French 
had obviously tl?c advantage ; they 
could remain in their post as long or 
as short a time as they pleased : they 
could retire and return at their dis- 
cretion. They might wait for the 
reinforcements which the despot their 
master might diaw to their aid from 
every quarter of subjected Europe : 
they were likely to accumulate, while 
the British must in thenaturcof things 
decrease. Massena was in truth mas- 
ter of the game he had to play. The 
most disastrous thing that *;ould hap- 
pen to 11s, next to positive defeat, 
would he the necessity of keeping our 
positions on these heights for the 
winter; and we trust ,- ” said these sa- 
pient and hopeful directoio of public 
opinion, “ we trust that we shall not 
have to incur that ^calamity ! Lord 
Wellington may le-^mbark his troops 
without much molestation, and rather 
than he should be driven to the ne- 
cessity of continuing in these posi- 
tions for idle winter, we confess, wc 
wish that he were re-embarked.” 


Such was the policy which the 
pai ty of the despondents recommend- 
ed, and which they were ready to 
have pursued, if they had obtained 
that power which circumstances, as 
unforeseen as they were melancholy, 
seemed at this * time to put withm 
their reach. At Lisbon, meantime, 
the utmost confidence was felt : there 
tho people knew the nature of their 
country, and the spirit of their coun- 
trymen, and relied with perfect faith 
upon \lie skill of Lord Wellington, 
and the strength and discipline of the 
allied armies. Such was the perfect 
security which they felt behind his 
ifnpregnablc lines, that parties went 
up to Alhandra 10 see them, as idlers 
flock from London to a review upon 
Blackhcath. Frequent skirmishes 
took place in the flank and in the 
rear of the French encampment ; but 
the piquets, by one of those agree- 
ments which common interest will oc- 
casionally produce between mortal 
enemies, did not fire upon each other; 
and this gave occasion to some of those 
old humanities, by which war was at 
once mitigated and ennobled, before 
the Corsican and his remorseless 
agents brought back the cruelties of 
a barbarous age. A French piquet, 
in front of the piquet of the l/ 2 d re- 
giment, had a buttock which ,they 
were about to kill for their dinners ; 
the animal broke loose, and ran into 
the neutral ground, when he waa 
brought down by all English shot, 
and dropped within the lines. While 
the men were in the act of cutting up 
their prize, two of the cnemy‘came 
forward without arms', and waving 
white handkerchiefs. Under these 
extempore flags of truce, they brought 
a message from their oflicefy begging 
to have part of the beef, and saying 


Noveinbc 



Chap. 16 *] 


HISTORY OF EUROPE* 


he waa sure the English were too ge- 
nerous to deprive his men of the on- 
ly provisions they had for the day. 
They were sent back with half the 
beef, and a present of several loaves 
of white bread, and a bottle of rum. 
The piquets became so familiar, that 
some of our men went and drank wine 
with the cuemy, till an order was is- 
sued to forbid it* 

As for the apprehensions of a fa- 
mine in Lisbon, they originated in 
pure ignorance. *For man)* years 
past that city had been supplied with 
corn for eight months of the twelve 
from foreign markets. That portion 
of country from which it receives jll 
its garden produce was within the 
British lines ; and on the other side 
the river, Alentejo and Algarve were 
fret from the enemy ; and the latter 
fertile province, with that part of the 
funner which is considered as the 
granary of the south of Portugal, 
pci fcetly secure from them, unless t he 
conquest of the kingdom were effect- 
ed. There was necessarily great dis- 
tress at Lisbon, so many families ha- 
ving been driven there who were total- 
ly destitute ; but their distress was al- 
leviated materially by the care of the 
government, and by the character of 
a religion in which alms-giving is 
ranked so high in the scale of reli- 
gious virtues, and in the regular com- 
pensation foi sin, "Thousands of these 
poor fugitives were hutted in the open 
country ; many were sent across the 
riv^r, and they who came from •those 
parts of the country which were freed 
from the French returned home. 
.Provisions were dear, but there was 
neither danger nor dread of famine : 
the fiarbary <*>ast was close at hand ; 
the American embargo did not extend 
to Portugal, and the supply of wheat 
soon kept pace with the demand. 

Mysena made several ineffectual 
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attempts to relieve himself by cross- 
ing the Tagus ; but the whole coun- 
try was in arms against him ; and Ma- 
jor-General Fane had been detached, 
with a sufficient force of cavalry and 
infantry, to repel any attempt which 
the enemy had the means of ma- 
king. He threatened to destroy the 
little ta\vn of Chamusca, if the boats 
there were not sent over ; upon which 
the peasants set fire to them. He 
threw bridges across the Zezere, re- 
connoitred Abrantes, which lie found 
too well protected to be attacked, 
and, under cover of that operation, 
moved a detachment toward Villa 
Velha, in hopes of obtaining* posses- 
sion of the bridge over the Tagus, a 
\vell-known#point in the military his- 
tory of Portugal : finding the bridge* 
destroyed, tjie French returned to 
Sobrvira-Fennosa^Massena had early 
applied for reinforcements, for death 
and desertion were thinning his troops 
so rapidly, that, without a considera- 
ble addition of numbers, he knew it 
would be impossible to maintain his 
ground in Portugal, till a plan of co- 
operation with Soult could be carried 
into effect, on which his only possibi- 
lity of success depended. At length, 
after remaining a month with his right 
at Sobral, and his left upon the Ta- 
gus, in Trout of the British lines, the 
country which he had oc- 
cupied was entirely ex- Nov, M. 
hausted, and he broke up 
in the night to better his quarters for 
the winter, falling back to Santarem ; 
a movement s6 ably conducted, that 
not above UK) prisoners were lost 
during the operation. During the 
mouth which he remained in this po- 
sition, it is Assmcd that he lost nearly 

3K00 men by desertion. ' ^ 

The French were not*satisfied with 
their general's inactivity. Over the 
door of his quarters m AIcnqucr, 
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these words were found when the valley of the Mondfcgo ; they made no 
English entered the town ; ** Here attempt upon Coimbra, and Drouet, 
was the lodging of the Prince of Es6- fixing his head-quarters at Leyria, 
ling, who has made more noise in formed a line with Masaena, extend- 
beating the drum, than in beating the ing from the sea to the Tagus at 
English and Portuguese alluding Punhete. 

to his history, for it has been said that Things remained in this state at 
he entered the army as a drummer, the close of the year. " If this be 
But Massena, in all his conduct, dis- termed the defence of a country,” 
played great military talcntfi, and by said the despondents, u the Portu- 
tliis movement he placed his army in gueze or any other people may well 
good quarters, commanding the most exclaim, God preserve us from such 
fertile parts of Extremadura. This defenders 1” “The campaign,” they 
could not have happened if Lord predicted, “ would be renewed in 
Wellington had been strong enough February, with such an accumulation 
to have occupied Santarem. General of Lrre on the part of the enemy, as 
Hill was now sent across the Tagus must make the protection even of Lis- 
with his division, to watch the move- bon hopeless, much less the deliver- 
meats of the enemy frpm Mugcm, ance of the peninsula.” “They knew 
' Almeirim, and Chamusca, on the op- how galling it must be to the pride 
posit e shore, while the rest of the of the nation thus to be foiled, and 
army took up a position on the ri- thus, in expedition after expedition, 
ver Maior ; Lord Wellington’s head- to see the treasures and the blood of 
quarters being at Cartaxu. Massena’s their countrymen squandered in vain ; 
position was too strong and too well but if the public would give confi- 
fortilkd to be attacked without risk- deuce to men of shallow intellec ts, 
ing a greater loss than the British ar- to men who, having no real st. ke in 
my could afford ; and here the French the country, submitted to execute the 
general waited for his expected rein- projects, however extravagant, of the 
forcements, and for the movements junta who have so long misguided us, 
v inch were to be made on the side of they must bear the calamity and dis- 
Alentejo. Gardaime’s division, which grace of constant miscarriage. It was 
had entered Portugal to join him, and a most erroneous view of British po- 
was at one time within three 'leagues licy, to conceive that we could ever, 
of his troops on the left of theZeyere, with our limited population and com* 
being harassed by the ordruanza, mercial habits, become a military peo- 
re turned to the frontiers in a manner pie, and it would be just as rational for 
which, Lord W cllington said, liadeve- the French to strive to cope with us 
iy appearance, and was attended by by sen, as for us to enter the lists 
all the consequences, iff a precipitate with them by land. All that we now 
and forced retreat. Lr.tc in Deom- pray for is, that our eyes may be at ^ 
ber this division formed a junction length opened to the true policy 
with Drouet’s corps, composing to- which wc ought to pursue, that of 
get her a force of from 15 to 17,000 retrieving our finances, uid employing 
men, and re-entered Portugal by the our resources upon objects truly Bri* 

* I h csCo'it le lavement du Prince *' Ealing, qui a fait plus dc bruit cn batanl kt 

emsse, qcn batant tes An gluts et les Portugais . 
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tish.” Tliis was the language of the 
despondent s at the close of 1810, and 
for the first time it excited the fears 
of the country, likely as it then was 
that they would soon have it in their 
power to act upon the principles 
winch they professed. The ministry, 
meantime, with a spirit which alone 
would be sufficient to atone for all 
their errors, and entitle them to the 
gratitude of England, ordered off re- 
inforcements to Lord Wellington, on 
their own responsibility, and at a mo- 
ment when they held their power by 
so prrearious a tenure, that it was 
not unlikely their successors’ orders 
for the evacuation of Portugal might 
be upon the seas at the same time. 
They, however, were resolved to dis- 
charge their duty to the last, and it 
was nor long before they reaped the 
rewird of it. A prevalence of west- 
erly wind*, very unusual at such a 
FKtMip, detained these reinforcements 
for many weeks, most unfortunately 
for L-ml Wellington. While, how- 
ever, he was expecting this accession 


of strength, which would enable him 
to act upon the offensive, Massena’s 
situation became every day more dif- 
ficult ; the country which he covered 
with his troops was soon exhausted, 
an 1 enemy whom he had now learnt 
to respect was in his front, an active 
and enterprising irregular force acted 
upo'i his rear, and the peasantry car- 
ried on an incessant system of annoy- 
ance against their invaders, with the 
most deadly hatred and determined 
patriotism. The French in Spain 
were so little in a state to assist him, 
that lie was obliged to have his bis- 
cuit from France, which, after it en- 
teied Spain, had to travel fJTK) miles 
through a hostile ^country. Lord 
Wellington^ had felt how difficult it 
was to act in concert with a larg^ 
Spanish army ; he now felt the full 
value of the co-operation of the Spa- 
nish people and the guerrilla parties, 
who, acting along the whole line, from 
the Pyrenees to the frontiers of Beira, 
contributed essentially to the deliver* 
ancc of Portugal. 
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Smilt’s Decree. Guerillas. The Empecinado. Espozy Mina. 


w II KN Blake had Uie command in 
Catalonia, this sentence was found 
written upon the wall of the apart- 
ment in which a Trench officer of rank 
and great respectability had been lod- 

* ged. () Peuptes (V Espagnc, que vous 
series laches , si vous rj: pre/rricz (a 
morl aujoug d’nuKsi cruets devastenrs! 
“ O people of Spain, what wretches 
you would be, if you did not prefer 
death to the yoke of these inhuman 
ravagersi” Blake thought it wor- 
thy of being transmitted to his go- 
vernment, because, he said, it showed 
in what light the least barbarous of 
the enemy themselves regarded the 
war in which they were engaged. 
Macdonald had the same feeling ; the 
Spanish deserters, and those who, ha- 
ving been drawn in the cjumlos , had 
fica to the towns which were occu- 
pied by the enemy, to avoid serving, 
he sent into Fiance, under a guard 
and with their hands tied ; and when 
they complained of this treatment, 
and said that perhaps they were to 
be marched into Germany^ he told 
them that they deserved every evil 
which could befal them, for having 
dcsei ted their country, A few wretch- 

• there will be in every country; bat 
nowhere, since the commencement of 
the worid, has there ever appeared a 
moire general spirit of patient and un- 


conquei able patriotism' than in Spain. 

“ Independence or death/* was the 
tcast given «t a table where a German 
officer, who had been taken prisonci, 
was scaled. The German upon this ad- 
dressed the .Spaniard by his side; u Let 
what will happen/* said he, u you are 
happy, for you defend yourselves ; but 
we, divided among an infinity of prin- 
ces, have been enslaved without even' 
the consolation of having drawn our 
swords !’* “ What a contrast between 
this people and the Germans !” said a 
Frenchman, in one of the intercepted 
letters. w This is worse than La Ven- 
dee ; to live in peace here, we must not 
leave a Spaniard alive.” In a bitterer 
spirit the ferocious Ncy said to the 
people of Vitoria, “ Yes, you will win 
your cause ; but yofi shall not have 
eyes to weep for the state in wfiich 
you will be left !” 

The junta of Seville, at the begin- 
ning of the contest, perceived that 
the real strength of Spain lay in her 
people/and not in her armies. The 
central government understood thfc » 
importance of that irregular and uni- 
versal warfare, for which 
the temper of the Spaniards Dec. 28, 
and the nature of the conn- * 1808. 
try were equally adapted ; 
but by a strange blunder they at- 
tempted to organise this system «c- 
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cording to regular 'laita, and drew taken, and guilty blood was shed, 
up a long edict, dividing this force in- Nowhere were the enemy safe but in 
to paj-tidas, which were to consist of large bodies, or within their fortified 
volunteers, and quadrillas, which were towns. In every part of Spain lead- 
to be formed of smugglers, appoint- ers started up, who collected about 
ing them pay, forming regulations them the most determined spirits. In 
for them, and subjecting them to mi- one, El Pastor , the Shepherd, was the 
litary law. They acted more wisely leader ; in another, it was El Medico , 
when they proclaimed it a Moorish the Debtor ; El Alanco, the Cripple, 
War, Guerra de Moros contra estos headed one1>and; the Potter, El Can- 
infideleSf and bade the Spaniards re- tarero , another ; and Francisquitc, or 
member in what manner their fatlu rs Little Francis, became as famous over 
had exterminated a former race qf in- the whole of Spain, for his exploits 
vaders. The country, they said, was against the invaders of his country, as 
to be saved by killing the enemies ever Little John was in our own, for 
daily, just as they would rid them- the havoc which he made among the 
selves of a plague of locusts. The king's deer. D. Ventura Xiffienez 
work was slow, but sure, and in its extended his incursionafrom Badajoz 
progress it would bring the nation to to Toledo. D. Julian Sanchez was 
the martial pitch of those times, when the terror of the French in Old Cas- 
it was a pastime to go forth and seek tille and Leon. Longa distinguished 
the Hagarenes. They reminded them himself in Arrigon., Mina began a 
of the old Castillian names, for skir- glorious career in Navarre ; and D. 
mishes, * ambushments, assaults, and Juan Martin, the Empccinado, from 
stratagems, the necessary resources of the mountains of Guadalaxara, car- 
domestic warfare, and told them that ried his arms far ami wide, baffled all 
the nature of the country and of the the efforts of the French in Madrid, 
inhabitants rendered Spain invincible, and alarmed the intruder for his own 
Wherever the Spaniards had no personal safety. These men were the 
army, the contest assumed this cha- Cids and the Laras of their age, not 
racter of the age of the shield and the less enterprizing, not less brave, not 
lance ; and from the moment that the less useful to their country, and some 
French were masters of the field, and of them destined to be not less illus- 
would, in any other country have con- trious : followers enough were found 
siderGd their conquest as complete, to joii^ them, induced not only by the 
from that moment a wearing, wasting wildness and stimulating perils at* 
war commenced, against which disci- tendant upon a life of outlawry, but 
pline was of no avail, and which must by the strongest passions of which 
ultimately consume any military pow- the heart of man is susceptible, — pa- - 
er, however great. Every day some triotism, which their faith sublimed 
post of the invaders was surprised,-— and strengthened ; and hope, which 
some escort or convoy cut off,— some that faith and feeling rendered inex tin* 
plundering party put to death ; plun- guishable; and burning hatred, seek- 
der was recovered; dispatches were, ing revenge for the most cruel wrongs 
intercepted ; above all, vengeance was which can be inflicted upon humanity. 

*• EscaramuzaSj celudas, rebat os, a r elides, — son nombres castclhnm do la ontigm 
vdlicia , la ms neefsitria cn la %nerra domestic#. 
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When Mr "Whitbread, eudeavour- 
ing to extenuate the crime# of the 
French in Spain, hinted that our 
own country had committed similar 
abuses, as lie was pleased to term 
them, under circumstances of less pro- 
vocation, he wronged human nature as 
well as his countrymen. The French 
had no provocation in Spain, no cause» 
no pretext, no palliation, ior the wan* 
ton and wicked invasion of a country 
in alliance with them, and even ser- 
vilely subservient to their interests ; 
and the manuer in which they have 
carried on the war there, is unparal- 
leled in the history of any civilized 
natio;i. Far from concealing, or var- 
nishingover their atrocities, m a man- 
ner which, however it t may affect the 
names of candour and courtesy, might 
be called insensibility and injustice by 
our allies, and woifid certainly be 
despised as cowardice by the enemy, 
our policy should be to keep up that 
hatred and indignation which such 
atrocities excite, not against the peo- 
ple of France, but against the Corsi- 
can, who has authorized and enjoined 
them, and the generals and soldiers 
of the Corsican, by whom they have 
been perpetrated. The authentic de- 
tails of their devilish conduct ought 
to be made as public and notorious 
as the sufferings of the Marian mar- 
tyrs were under Elizabeth^ The 
cruelties of such an enemy, and the 
exploits of our own armies, in aid of 
the people who have been so wickedly 
assailed, would powerfully tend to 
recruit those armies, if the faithful 
history were sent abroad in every pos- 
sible shape, hawked in the streets and 
market-places of every town, and cip- 
ciliated through every village and 
hamlet* *1 he cause of the war in 
the peninsula may be made as plain to 
the capacity of the ploughman as of 
the politician ; the motives of honour, 


policy, and 'selt^preservation, which 
induce Great Britain to suppoi t it, 
may be made equally manifest. There 
was in the beginning but one feeling 
upon this point, and it is our own 
fault now if we suffer the understand- 
ing of the multitude to be deceived* 
and their hearts per verted, when, if w^ 
were but half as sedulous in teach- 
ing truth, as the anaichists and the 
apologists of France are in dissemi- 
nating their pernicious tenets, the 
morjil instincts, of the people would 
revolt against the sophistry and false- 
hood by which they are now deluded. 
Where is the man insensible enough 
to read the sieges of Zaragoza and 
^Gerona, uirhout a sympathy for 
Spain, by which he feels himself en- 
nobled ? Where is the man who can 
peruse the tale of the abominations of 
the French at Uclcs, — abominations 
even worse than those which formerly 
called down fire from heaven, — with- 
out feeling that the wickedness of the 
enemy sanctifies the struggle against 
them, and renders it literally and truly 
a Holy War on the part of Spain, 
and Portugal, and England ? 

During the ascendancy of Robes- 
pierre, the national convention passed 
a decree for giving no quai ter to the 
English and Hanoverians : the F rench 
government contracted the whole 
guilt and infamy of 6uch a measure ; 
but the armies were at that time 
lighting for what they believed to be 
the principles of liberty, and they re- 
fused to obey it. It was reserved for 
Buonaparte to degrade the armies, 
and bring the soldiers to such a pitch 
of depravity, that they should be the 
willing executioners of any order* 
however atrocious.*- KeHevman’s de- 
cree for hamstringing the cattle, and 
putting out their eyes, would not be 
believed hereafter, if the fact were not 
as undeniable as it is inexpjably di&- 
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graceful for France/ SAnlt, who had the protection of the law of nation*, 
recommended that all the while his decree remained unrepealed. 
Mtiy 9. commanding officers em- They gave orders, that if he were 
ployed in Spain should be taken, ne should be punished as a 
impassible \ — incapable of any feeling robber ; and they took measures for 
by which they might even possibly circulating both decrees throughout 
be moved, — issued an edict not less Europe, that all persons might be in- 
extraordinary than Kellerman’s. Af- formed of the atrocious conduct of 
ter various enactments, some of which these ene mies of the human race, and 
Were as impracticable as they were that those inhabitants of the countries 
rigorous, imposing penalties upon which were in alliance with France, 
the inhabitants of those districts hi or, more truly, which were enslaved 
which the patriotic, parties should by her, who were unhappy enough 
commit any crimes, as this French- to havechildren, or kinsmen, or friends 
man was pleased to denominate these serving in the French armies in Spain, 
hostilities against the invaders of their might see the fate prepared for them 
country ; he pronounced, “that there t by the barbarity of a monster, who 
was no Spanish army, except that of thought by such means to subdue a 
Ins catholic majesty, King Joseph free and nobl^ nation. This decree 
Napoleon; ail parties, therefore, which appeared during the siege of Torto- 
existed in the provinces, whatever sa, and the governor, as soon as he 
might be their number, and whoever received it, soift soine copies with a 
might be their commander, should be flag of truce to Harispe, who at that 
treated as gangs of banditti, who had time commanded the besieging army, 
smother object than robbery and mur- “It was his duty,” Lili said, “to 
tier ; and all the individuals of such put the French general and his corn- 
parties who should be taken in arms, mander in chief in possession of this 
should be immediately condemnedand royal decree.*' Harispe replied, “ that 
shot, and their bodies exposed along he should always receive his messengers 
the highways." When the regency with pleasure when they came with 
saw that this decree was decent and useful communications ; 
Aug. 15. actually carried into ef- but in the present case, he must treat 
feet, they reprinted it, them as prisoners of war, as they 
with a couuicr decree by its side, in seemed to lfave no other object than 
FrencA and Spanish, declaring anew, that of scattering satirical writings." 
“that every Spaniard capable of bear- If this answer had not been accent- 
ing arms was in these times a sol- panied by an act in violation of the 
’dier ; that for every one who should laws of war, it would have been suf- 
be murdered by the French, in con- ficiently satisfactory to the Spaniards, 
sequence of the edict of the madman since the French ^general could not 
Soult, who called himself Duke of more plainly showdiimsclf ashamed of 
Dalmatia, the three first Freuchmen . Soult’s decree, than by thus affect- 
taken in arras should infallibly be ing to consider it as spurious, 
hanged ; three fo*»every house which In the preceding year, Soult com- 
the enemy burnt in their devastating plained that some of his generals had 
system, and three for every person shown symptoms of a moral enfeeble- 
• who should perish in the fire." Soult ment ; for the sake of human nature 
himself tjtey declared unworthy of it is to be wished that those symptom 
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had been more frequent ; but the death, and fay with his arms lifted 
whole conduct of the French in Spain up, his fists clenched, and his face dis» 
evinces, that men, officers, and gene- torted in all the expressions qf the 
rals, were as merciless as this butcher utmost agony. These men had been 
Could desire. The murder of the killed by the French in this manner, 
venerable bishop of Cona, at the .age because they had been met with arms 
of 80 $ the barbarities committed at in their * hands. ^ 

Rio Seco } and the unutterable crimes Buonaparte is reported to have said, 
perpetrated in open day-light at Ucles, in reply to those persons who repre- 
were not acts of individual wicked- sen ted the subjection of the Spaniards 
nesss, not “ excesses which must have as impossible, that if he could not 
happened ; M they arose from the sys- reign over the Spaniards, at least he 
tern of the French generals, and the would reign over Spain. w Si je ne 
character of habitual cruelty which regne pas sur les Espagnols* an rnoins 
that system produced in the soldiers, je regnerai sur I’EspagneS* Upon 
In every 'part of the peuinsula which inch a fiendish resolution this atro- 
t hey* entered, outrages and cruelties cious man has proceeded, and to the 
o£ the same kind were in- utmost oi IJs power he has carried it 
May 24. Aided upon the wretched into effect. Mighty as that power is, 
inhabitants. A party of it is not commensurate with his wick- 
400 foot and 90 horse entered the lit- edness ; but it has been sufficient to 
tie town of La Mota del Cuervo, af- produce more evil than any other in- 
ter dispersing the guerilla party of D. ilividual ever rendered himself ac- 
Francisco Sanchez. The town's peo- countable for. The horrors which 
pie had not been engaged in any hos- his ruffians committed provoked a 
tility against them, nevertheless they dreadful spirit of revenge. The corn- 
sacked the place. One of the most mou expression of the French officers, 
respectable inhabitants they ript open who have teturued from the peninsu- 
alive J and during the whole night, la into their own country, is, that the 
the church, in which the women had Spaniards are not men, hut devils, 
sought an asylum, was made a seem* One of the intercepted letters stated, 
of horror, which it would outrage that if a straggler fell into the hands 
humanity, as well as decency, to re- of the peasantry, they ptickcd him to 
late. The alcalde of La Rcca, in death with their knives. These things 
obedience to I> Carlos are not to be wondered at, wh&i thcii 
April 21. F.spana, had provided horrid provocations are remembered. 

provisions for his troops ; After the massacre at Madrid, some 
the French having discovered this French officers, observing that the 
: when they entered the town, pulled mistress of the house in which they 
out hia eyes before they murdered were quartered was in great distress, 
him. Before the battle of Talavera, affected with a flippant cruelty tocon- 
the British troops 'found in the village sole her, made her the subject of t%ir 
of Cassalegos the bodies of two pea- jests, and pressed her and htTdapuni- 
sauU who had not long heen dead; ter to drink with them. §he sent her 
one oLsthem was shot through the daughter for a bottle, and both the 
heart, tfio other had been burnt to women pledged them first in its con- 

* Journal of an Officer. Monthly Magazine, Nov. 1809. p. 352, 
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tents ; the officers, five in number, 
drank after them, and then she ex- 
claimed, with a passionate and dread- 
ful joy, «* We are revenged at last ! 
You murdered my husband, you mur- 
dered my son, and you have worse 
than murdered my daughter : but you 
have not an hour to live ; the liquor of 
which we have all drank is poisoned.” 
Eight of the Empecinado’s men weje 
taken in the Guadarrama mountains, 
and nailed to the trees, as a warning 
to their comrades. * He nailed the 
same number of Frenchmen to the 
same trees ; and Bessieres felt it ne- 
cessary to propose that the priso- 
ners should be treated according to« 
the custom of civilized nations. D. 
Juan Martin, the Empecinado, ac- 
quired that name by which he has 
made himself so famous, because, 
when his whole family had been 
murdered by the French, after the 
women had endur'd horrors worse 
than death, in the first agony of his 
grief he smeared himself with pitch, 
(fiez) as the Jews used to strew ashes 
on their heads, and vo wed ne ver to cease 
from seeking vengeance while a single 
Frenchman remained alive in Spain. 
That vow he has rightfully perform- 
ed during a long career of dauntless 
enterprise : he and his band have pro- 
bably inflicted ifyon the French a 
greater numerical logs than they suf- 
fered at Talavera, or in any one of 
the great battles which have been 
fought in the peninsula. A Spaniard, 
by name Rigo f after affecting grfcat 
zeal in the patriotic cause, fled to 
•Madi id, obtained a considerable ap- 
pointment under the intruder, and be- 
came a great persecutor of all who 
were suspected df corresponding with 
the patriots. 1 The Empecinado fixed 
his eye up oh him* and obtained intel- 
ligence that he was soon to be mar- 
ried, and that the marriage would be 


OF EUROPE. 477 

celebrated at a house a little vMty from 
Madrid. During the wedding-feast, 
the guerilla chief appeared at the 
head of a sufficient band in the courts 
yard, and demanded that Rigo should 
be delivered up to him, saying no in- 
jury should be done to any other of 
the party. The unhappy traitor was 
surrendcre4 accordingly, and sent im- 
mediately under a small but trusty 
escort to Cadiz, that he might be 
executed in the public square ; the of- 
ficer who conveyed him thither, being 
charged not to leave Cadiz till he 
had seen the execution performed. 

The alcalde of Brihuega was one 
of those degenerate Spaniards* who 
served the French : ntany unavoid- 
ably submitted to them, but this man 
was one of their active adherents, and 
his wife was eqgerly attached to the 
same wicked cause.* The Einpeci- 
nado entered the town and took them 
both. The alcalde would have suf- 
fered summary justice, if the clergy 
had not interceded for his life ; he 
escaped therefore with a severe heat- 
ing : a dispatch from the woman 
to the nearest French governor had 
been just intercepted ; they cut off 
her hair, shaved her eyebrows, tarred 
and feathered her, and paraded her 
through the streets ; after which she 
and her husband were delivered over 
as prisoners to the junta of the pro- 
vince. The nature of the intercepted 
dispatch had probably irritated them 
against this woman, for the general 
conduct of the Empecinado towards - 
his prisuners might have taught the 
French humanity. The intruder him- 
self narrowly escaped a fate like that 
of Rigo from this enterprising chief- 
tain. lie was tiining at La Alameda, 
six miles from Madrid, on the road to 
Guadalaxara, with BelliarJand some 
women, when their entertainment was 
interrupted by tidings that a parti 
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of patriots were approaching, and 
they were fain to break off their re- 
past, and hasten as fast as possible to 
Madrid. On another occasion, when 
Joseph was at Guadalaxara, and in- 
tended to go from thence to Siguen- 
za, the Empecinado, four days ouly 
after the French general Hugo boast- 
ed, in the customary style of French 
falsehood, of having totally defeated 
and dispersed his band of brigands, 
took post at Cogolludo, 
Sept . 21. and the intruder fled to 
put himself underthe pro- 
tection of^the garrison of Madrid, so 
closely pursued, that more than 40 
of liisf rearguard were cut off at Tor- 
rejon and El Molar. It was repeat- 
edly asserted in the French papers, 
tmt the Empecinado was routed and 
his band destroyed,- -every new ac- 
count of his destruction exposing the 
fallacy of the last. Sometimes it was 
said that he was killed. There is rea- 
son to suspect that they once attempt- 
ed to rid themselves of this dreaded 
enemy by poison, from the violent 
manner in which he was affected by 
a liquor which was given him as he 
passed through Judraque. 

The name of Mina, which is not 
le9s celebrated than that of the Em- 
pecinado, belongs to two heroic Spa- 
niards. The first was a student of 
Navarre, who, after a brilliant but 
short career, when only 20 years of 
age, was wounded, taken prisoner, and 
carried into France. His uncle, D. 
Francisco Espoz yJMina, succeeded 
to the command of tlje province : he 
acquired it by his courage and con- 
duct ; it has been confirmed to him by 
his own government, and the French 
call him the King of Navarre, where, 
ip spite of their possession of all the 
fortresses,* they are less obeyed than 
he is. Espoz y Mina was at this 
time between 20 and 30 years old, 
and his frame, both of body and mind, 


had received that stamp which the 
circumstances of his country required. 
When he lies down at night, k is al- 
ways with hi9 pistols in his girdle ; 
and on the few nights that he ever 
passes under a roof, the door is well 
secured. Two hours sleep is sufficient- 
for him. When his shirt is dirty, he 
goes into the nearest house and chan-, 
gps it with the owner for a clean one ; 
and he and his men wear sandals, that 
they may the more easily climb the 
mountains in their hair-breadth es- 
capes. He makes his own powder 
in a cave among the mountains, and 
has his hospital in a mountain village, 
which the French have repeatedly at- 
tempted to surprise, but always un- 
successfully ; for tlie hearts of the 
whole country are with Mina, he re- 
ceives intelligence of every movement 
of the enemy, and on the first tidings 
of danger the villagers carry the sick 
and wounded upon litters, on their 
shoulders, into the fastnesses, where 
they remain in perfect security till 
the baffled enemy retire*. The al- 
caldes of every village, when they are 
ordered by the French to make any 
requisition, must instantly inform Mi- 
na ; if they fail in this duty, he goes 
himself in the night, seizes them in 
their beds, and shoots tlwm. He en- 
courages the people of Navarre to 
trade with the French, and by this 
means he obtains many things for his 
men which it would otherwise be dif- 
ficult to acquire, and gets, for allow- 
ing the trade, whatever he wants. 
From the rich traders he exacts mo- 
ney for their passports ; this goes to- 
ward the pay of his soldiers, and 
his spies, — men whom he rewards 
with the utmost liberality. When an 
enemy's spy is detected, his right ear 
is cut off with a sword by one of 
Mina's guard, whom practice has 
made expert at the operation, and 
the culprit is then branded on the 
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forehead with the worths Viva Mina. 
The mark is ineffaceable, and becomes 
therefore, in the present state of pub- 
lic feeling, the severest of all punish- 
ments. The wretches who have been 
thus branded are so ashamed of ex- 
posing themselves to the eyes of their 
countrymen, that some have been 
.found in the mountains starved to 
death. Mina will not keep any man 
in his party who is addicted to wo- 
men : he is said to hate women ; but 
it should more truly be said thaL he 
fears them for others, than that he 
hat 03 them himself. The French ge- 
nerals, carrying the pestilential vice9 
of Paris wherever they go, are ac« 
compamed by their niist. 'SEes in their 
campaigns ; but the elevation of Mi- 
na's character secures him from vice, 
and the indulgence of natural affec- 
tion would in him be a weakness or 
a erme. 

Mina allows no gaming among his 
men, and no plundering. When the 
battle is over, every man may keep 
what he can take ; but woe to him 
ho begins to lay hand on the spoil 
before the victory is complete. Their 
arms are rusty on the outside, but he 
'is particularly careful that they be 
kept clean within, and the locks and 
Hints in the best order. Every bay- 
onet* bears upon it the marks of a 
Frenchman’s blood* His army might 
be increased to 10 or 12,000 men, if 
lie chose to receive them ; but he says 
he can manage 4 or 5000 better than 
a larger number. A boy of 14 is one 
of his advanced guard, and one of the 
* br vest of his party. It is the nature 
of a war like this to bring boys, and old 
men, and women into the field. One 
guerilla party, in the country about 
Madrid, wa* headed by a man called 
El Abaelo* the Grandfather. Cuevil • 
las, a chieftain about 40 yeaii of age, 
who commanded another in Rioja, is 


accompanied by his son and his son's 
wife, who in one action killed three 
Frenchmen with her own hands. 
Priests, and monks, and friars bear d 
distinguished part in the patriotic 
war. The general of the Franciscans 
applied to Mendizabai to deliver up 
one of that body who had enlisted in 
hi* army > but the application was 
not in accord with the spirit of the 
times, and Mendtzabal’s answer was 
read with universal approbation by 
the Spaniards. « The head of the 
Franciscans,” said Lhc Spanish com- 
mander,** has certainly forgotten what. 
Cardinal Ximcnes de Cisneros did 
when he commanded the army Vhichi 
took Oran. If that eminent prelate 
in those days^hought of nothing but 
destrojing the Koran, and substitu- 
ting the Holy Gospel in its stead, 
what would he do nbw, when the re- 
ligion of our fathers and our mother 
country is in danger ? I have taken a 
lesson from hi» eminency. Let the 
resent head of the order send me a 
st of all the brethren capable of 
bearing arms, not forgetting himself, 
if he is fit for service, and then we 
will march together and free our re- 
ligion and our country. It certainly 
interests no one more than your re- 
verence to # effect this deliverance, that 
you may remain head of your order. 
Inspife then all your friars, that they 
may be agents in this noble work, 
putting away all kind of sloth ; and 
let no other cry be heard than that ^ 
of war against die tyrant, freedom 
for our religion, our country, and 
our beloved Ferdinand !” The friar 
whom the FraSciscan general had 
claimed was probably some runaway 
brother, disgusted with the follies of 
his profession, or perhaps weary of 
its restrictions ; for numbers of this 
order, frocked or unfrocked, were at 
this time serving in the guerilla par* 
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ties, or in the regular armies. In all 
those provinces which were occupied 
by the enemy, the convents had been 
suppressed, and the expelled religion- 
ers were forbidden to wear the habit 
on pain of death ; —the young took 
arms, the old employed themselves 
in keeping up the spirit of the peo- 
ple, while they excited their pity as 
well as their indignation. The in- 
truder never acted more impoliticly 
than when he seized the church pro- 
perty, and thus sent out those whom 
St had formerly supported to preach 
a crusade against him, or to serve 
in it. 

Aker the battle of Ocana, the 
French made a'great effort to destroy 
the guerillas, and thoy boasted of 
complete success : but the guerillas 
were not like regular grmies ; when- 
ever they were in danger of being 
attacked by a superior force they dis- 
persed, and every man shifted for him- 
self. There was nothing in their dress 
to distinguish them from the pea- 
santry ; they knew the country per- 
fectly, and when they assembled at 
the appointed rallying place, they 
met together without any loss of re- 
putation, and so far from feeling dis- 
pirited by the dispersion, that the 
rase with which they eluded the ene- 
my became a new source’ of confi- 
dence. These parties began -.to be 
foimed immediately after Buonaparte 
swept the country before him to Ma- 
drid, and from that time they have 
continued to increase in numbers and 
activity, carrying on a most disheart- 
ening and dcstiLicii.e war, by day 
and by night, in every part of Spain 
where the enemy have spread them- 
selves. They lie in wait for their de- 
tachments, cut off their foraging par- 
lies, destroy their stragglers, surprise 
theirsmaller garrisons, intercept their 
4CAVOYS, and interrupt all their com. 


munications. ' Along the highway, 
from Irun to Vitoria, the French have 
cut down all the woods to the dis- 
tance of a musket-shot from each side 
of the road ; by a decree of KeBer- 
man’s, a watchman is stationed in the 
church tower of every village, to ring 
the alarm bell whenever he discovers 
a guerilla party ; their couriers are 
always protected by a strong escort? 
of* cavalry ; and still so perilous is the 
service, that it is said sixteen couriers 
were at one time imprisoned at Bay- 
onne for refusing to enter Spain, it 
is asserted, that not one in six ever 
reaches his destination. 
tt We have been told that the gue- 
rillas plunder indiscriminately friend 
and foe. Parties of banditti will na- 
turally be formed under cover of the 
system, and bands, like the White 
Companies of our French wars, may 
perhaps survive it ; but Germany, 
where such companies are already 
formed, is likely to suffer longer from 
this evil than Spain : for when Spain 
shall have expelled or exterminated 
the, invaders, there will be a govern- 
ment ready, possessing all the strength 
of its new birth, and enjoying at the 
same time the reverence due to long- 
established institutions. The more 
turbulent and daring spirits, who may 
have been too Jong accustomed to a 
life of outlawry and adventure,’ will 
find scope enough for ambition and en- 
terprise in those countries whose part 
in this dreadful revolutionary diama 
is yet to come; for as Spain lias been 
the first of the kingdoms of the con- 
tinent where the people have done 
their duty, Spain may be expected to 
be the first which will enjoy repose. 
The guerillas, therefore, are not likely 
to leave any lasting evil behind them, 
even if they were at present, as ha* 
been insinuated, as great an evil to 
their own countrymen as to the French. 
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It Utwe that the French, by repeat- 
ed edicts, ha vedeclared they will make 
the&pamards who are m subjection re- 
Vpoiisible for every injury which they 
receive from the guerillas, and so far as 
these decrees are < nforccd, so far the 
guerillas may be said to occasion the 
additional exactions which the people 
nuffer j but to whom is this to be irnpu- 
* ted, and upon whom will the indigna- 
tion of the injured fall, but on the pri- 
mary authors of all thi miseries of 
Spami! There are vary few part j of the 
peninsula m which the enemy can pos- 
sibly enfoice their own abominable 
laws. The experiment of nailing the 
pattiots alive to the oak trees of Gua- 
darrama has not been repeated since 
the Empecjnado took dow n the bo- 
dies of his murdered comrades, and 
fastened up the same number of their 
murderers to fill the same forest with 
their groans. Notwithstanding this 
dreadfulretaliation,andnorwJthfctand- 
ing the maddening wrongs whjch the 
Empecinado has suffered, both he and 
Mina are distinguished for their hu- 
manity : the latter has even person- 
ally escorted his pusonersto the eca- 


coast, to deliver them safely Bri- 
tish custody. On some otc&dwfc ex- 
changes have taken place between "the 

E uerula&and the French, though none 
as been effected between the two 
governments. 

To follow the atchlcvcmcnti of 
these indef itigab’e leaden* would re- 
quire an ]*\ itonan hkc Fi oiss art, or his 
more roblo and more dehghtful con- 
temporary, l\riiam Lop^/. Should 
they survive to give u^ their own me- 
moirs, the life of Scandeibeg hirn^eh 
would not present a series of mote 
daring cnterpri/es, incessant danger, 
and hairbreadth e>capes. Whaitvei 
may be their fate, whether they fall 
in the field, tot in fhe dungeons of 
the tyrant, perish, like Hofer, by his 4 
executioners, or, like Captain Wright 
and Manano Alvarez, by his midnight 
murderers,— or whether they survive 
to enjoy in peace the blessings anrl 
the rewards of their grateful country, 
their names will ever be distinguished 
in her annals, and they will take their 
place in the popular songs of Spain 
with Bernardo, and the Infantes of 
Eaia, and the Campeador. 
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CHAP, xviir. 

The Cortes .* 0/ Election . The Regency depart from the Plan which 

the Junta had established , JVr.t/ Proceedings of the Cortes . Duke of 
Orleans. New Regency appointed . Selfdenying Ordinance * Debates 
. upon the Liberty of the Press, 


While the peninsula in eveiy part, 
from tli£ Pyrenees to 'the Pillars of 
Hercules, w as filled with mourning, 
and with all the horrors of a war car- 
ried on on the orie side with unexam- 
pled cruelty, and on the other with 
proportionate 1 hatred, the Madrid 
Gazette spoke with the most ridicu- 
lous affectation of public diversions, 
and public projects, as if the people 
of Madrid, like the Parisians, were to 
be amused with plans of great works 
upon paper, and entered into the affairs 
of the theatre and Opera with perfect 
forgetfulness of the miseries of their 
country. The gazette had how its 
regular portion' devoted to' theatrical 
^criticism, but the numbers of the au- 
dience and the accounts of the thea- 
tre were no longer published : needy 
as the intrusive government was, it 
kept these places of amusement open, 
in the spirit of Parisian policy, taking 
its erroneous estimate of human na- 
ture, from man in bis most corrupted 
state. Schemes of education were 
hinted at, and *° r thekneouragement 
of litcrat^^— the unction which Buch 
miserabl^men 'as Cabarrus and Ur- 
quijo hiq W their souls ; endeavouring 
by theS^l^llacipus promises to cheat 


themselves, as well as their country- 
men, into a persuasion, that their trea- 
son might be palliated by the motives 
which had induced them to become 
the partizans of France, when France 
professed herself the friend of liber- 
ty. Canals were projected, when the 
couriers of the intruder were not safe 
even at the gates of Madrid ; and the 
improvement of agriculture was an- 
nounced, while, at the same time, cir- 
cular letters were sent from Joseph's 
mock ministers to the generals and 
military governors, urging them to 
prevent the destruction of the vines 
and olives by the troops z it was con- 
fessed, tfiat for want of fuel the sol- 
diers had resorted to these means, but 
it was promised that ^ this ruinous 
course would not be continued, if the 
peasants would be careful always to 
pfbvide them at the places appointed 
With wood of their own cutting. 

Spain also, like Italy, was to be 
despoiled of* its works of art. Jo- 
seph gave orders that a selection of 
the best pictures should be sent to 
Buonaparte, to be placed in one of 
the halls of the Napoleon Museum, as 
a pledge of the union of the two na- 
tions. This robbery did pot excite 
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the indignation of the people so much Spain was to be indebted for this be* 
as a decree, directing that the bones nelit to her new sovereign, and the 
of Cortes and Cervantes, and other prospect had already excited the most 
eminent Spaniards who were buried lively sensation throughout the whole 
either in or near Madrid, should be country. ” It must have been the in- 
translated with great pomp to the tention of the intrusive government 
church of St Isidro. The Spaniards at this time, by calling a cortes of its 
observed that it was part of the sys- own, conformably to the mock con- 
tent of the intrusive government to stitut b«i of Bayonne, to take off the 
taock the people with pompous pro- attention of the Spaniards in those 
jects, which were never to be realised, parts of the country which the French 
They remarked also., thrift though it occupied, from the true cortes arid 
wa9 known in what churches seme of that this intention, after having been 
these illustrious men had been inter- thus announced, should never have 
red, their graves could not he ascer- been carried into effect, is a striking 
tained ; and they asked whence the mo- proof how well the traitor^, who were 
ncy was to come for this promised ostensibly at the head of Joseph Buo- 
translation, when the intruder could naparte’s councils, kftew the insectir 
pay none of his servants, and wanted rit y of the puppet whom tshey ser* 
fluids for things of the utmost necemi* veil. Almost the last paper which * 
ty. “ These difficulties, however," issued from the royal press at Seville, 
they said, “ were of little importance, was an edict, declaring in what man- 
inasmuch as the decree, like many ner the members of the cortes should 
others, was intended to figure in the be chosen. Upon this subject the 
gazette, and for nothing else. Never- central junta had solicited the advice 
thcless," they continued, viewing the of all the Spanish universities, and 
subject with natural and honourable public bodies, and many memoirs, re- 
feeling, “ it excites our indignation pletc with erudition and patriotism, 
that they, who are endeavouring to had been received in consequence, 
degrade us, should affect this vene- Great difficultieshad been apprehend- 
-ration for our ancestors; that they ed from the obscurity in which the 
should talk of honouring the illustri- forms of the old cortes wqre involved, 
ous Spaniards, who omit no means for as well as from the different forms 
debasing Spain, «and . subjecting her observed Yu the different kingdoms, 
to th£ infamy of a foreign yoke." which* had each their own. It was 
But the moat remarkable of the wisely remarked by the university, of 
tutiuder’8 acts, was the promise of Seville, * t hauhese things were n^ttera 
convoking the corteR. “ It was of historical research,, not of practi- 
cing,” his partizan9 said, ** since the cal importance^tlimj. was now nei- ~ 
junta had promised to do ther time nor : necessity 'for the in- 
•April 18 * this, and amused the na- quiry the pre^eut . business of the 
lion with vain hopes; hut government was* to. convene the re^ 

♦ Don J. M. Bfanco'was chosen by this* university todfliver^heir opinion-- , fli* 
memoir, ( Jh< t.dtncn nnbrr cl Mado de rcumr Im. Cartes de Eapa itajJLivhfebd# print- 
ed in tin*. second number of the Kspavot, is marked by that good >en$<?3nd sound 
philosophy which characterize all hi* writings, .^iioiher v<jry valuable* piempir was 
pjso printed in London. Carla sob re. la Anlipvn Co<tun,brc de Con rocar T*ns Car* 
t*'s de (fast il ht para resolver los negocim graves del it inn. This wag fit the 

desire of jovelianos, by a distinguished Spaniard, deeply verged in every tiling rr::« 
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preservatives of the people, according rochial junta, and the business of the 
to the general principles of represen- parochial or primary election, 
tation, and leave them, after they had The Spanish government did well 
saved the country, to determine the in connecting this .with religious ce- 
peculiar forms of the general Spanish remonies. The business of the day 
cortes. was to commence with the Mass of 

The plan which the junta adopted the Holy Ghost, after which the pa- 
was sufficiently conformable to thisopi- riah priest was to deliver a discourse 
nion, and formedatonce with reference upon the state of the country, the 
to established forms, to the presept duty of every Spaniard to 4e&nd it/ 
circumstances of the country, and to and the importance of chusiiig pro- 
the future convenience of election, per representatives, upon whom so 
All those cities which had sent depu- much '’necessarily* depended. Then 
tics to the last cortes, were each to adjourning to the place appointed, the 
send one to this, and the superior jun- magistrate who presided should first 
tas also were each to send one. The make inquiry whether any means had 
provinces were to send one for every been used to influence the electors ; 
50,000 heads, according to the census and any peu son for whom such means 
of 1797 ; wherever the 4 excess above had been employed, was rendered in- 
this number amounted to 25,000, an capable of being elected, and his agents* 
additional deputy was©to be chosen ; orinjudicious friends deprived of their 
any excess not amounting to 25,000 vote ; any person calumniating an- 
wasnot accounted. The mode of elec- other, in hopes of impeding his elec- 
tion was so regulated, as to render tion, was punished with the same disa- 
any undue influence or interference bilitics. The parishioners then, one 
almost impossible. A parochial jun- by one, were to advance to the table 
ta was to be formed in every parish, at which the parochial officers and 
and to consist of every housekeeper the priests presided, and there name 
above the age of fivc-and-twenty, ex- a person to he the elector for that 
ccpting such as had been found guil- parish : the twelve persons who ob- 
ty upon any criminal charge ; tn06c tained a majority of names should go 
who had differed any corporal pu- apart and fix' upon one. It was not 
nishmcnt,oriufamoussenteficc; bank- required that they should be unani- 
t rupts, public debtors, the insane, and mous, only that the, person appoint- 
, the deaf and dumb. Naturalized ed should have more than six votes : 
strangers also were excluded, what- it was compulsory upon him to per- 
ever might have been the privilege form the duty to which he was thus 
* of their naturalization. The secular elected. The primary election being 
clergy were included. As soon as thus completed, the parochial junta 
- the Jitsticia of each parish received was to return to the church in pro- 
instructions from the corregidor, or cession, their deputy walking between 
’ alcalde mayor of the district f Parti - the alcalde and the priest } Te Deum 
do } ) a full parochial meeting was to , was to be performed,, and the clay 
be , held, the , Sunday following concluded with pubBc rejoicings, 
appointed for the meeting of the pa- Next, on a day appoiutcd by the 

ting to the history of Spain, i.»r the purpose of showing those persons who opposed 
the convocation of the cortes, that this assembly ought to be convened, as a mea- 
sure conformable to the ancient and constant custom of Un&tillc. ' 1 
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corregtdor of the district, which was 
to be within eight days after the pri- 
mafy election, the parochial electors 
should assemble in the principal town 
of the district, and form a junta, over 
which the corregidor and the bishop, 
or if there were not a bishop’s see, 
the ecclesiastic of highest rank in the 
. place prtfslded* The testimonials of 
the electors were to be scrutinized ; 
the same'religioua ceremonies to take 
place, and twelve persons to be cho- 
sen in the same manner, to appoint 
one or more electors for the district, 
according to its extent. They might 
chuse them out of their own num- 
ber: but any persons born in the dis- 
trict, and resident in it, were eligible, 
though they were not among the pa- 
rochial electors. The business was 
to be transacted in the consistory, 
and a record of its proceedings depo- 
sited among the archives ; a copy of 
this was sent to every parish, and to 
the capital of the kingdom or province, 
where the final election took place. 

Here the electors of the district 
were to assemble. A junta should 
have been previously constituted here, 
consisting of the president of the su- 
perior junta of the province; the arch- 
bishop or bishop, regent, intendant, 
and corregidor # of the city, and a se- 
cretary. ft Was presumed that these 
persons would all be members of the 
provincial junta ; if, however, this 
was not the case, they were called to 
this duty by virtue of their rank| and 
ah equal number of members of the 
junta added ; this proviso being in- 
tended to secure to theprovincial junta 
that influence to which their services 
entitled them, for which Iheir expe- 
rience qualified them, and which it 
might not have been easy to deprive 
them of, even if it had been thought 
desirable. The board thus appointed, 
were to. ye that the primary and se- 


condary elections were made through- 
out the province. After the same re- 
ligious observances, and the same scru- 
tinies as on the former occasions, the fi- 
nal election was to be made. The per- 
son proposed must be a native of the 
rovinee, but it was not necessary that 
is property should be there : nobles, 
plebeians* and secular priests, were 
equally eligible; no other qualification 
Was required, than that the person 
should be above five-and-twenty, of 
good repute, and not actually the sa- 
laried servant of any individual or 
body. # 

In this final election, the first step 
was to elect three persons “succes- 
sively. A simple majority was not 
sufficient in fhis stage of the business t 
it was required that more than halt 
the electors should vote for the same 
person, and the voting was to be re- 
peated till this should be the case : 
three having thus been chosen, the 
ultimate decision was left to chance ; 
their names were tobeplaced in auurn, 
and he whose lot was drawn, was die 
deputy to the cortes. A fourth was 
then to be elected y whose name, in like 
manner, was submitted to the lot with 
the two which had been left undrawn* 
and this was repeated till the whole 
number ^>f deputies for the province 
was chosen. Supplementary deputy 
wer? then to be chosen, who were to 
take their seats in case of any vacancy 
by death ; the supplementaries were, 
as nearly as could be, in the propor- 
tion of one to tfcree ; but this propor- 
tion conld only partially be obser- 
ved, for the province which only sent 
one deputy required a supplementa- 
ry, and which returned four re- 
quired but oae also. The whole num- 
ber of provincial deputies amounted 
to 208 ; that of the supplementaries 
to 68. 

The provlndaljufiiae’wefeto choose 
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their members according to the rules 
of the final election* observing also 
the same general principle, that the 
person chosen must be a native of the 
province. The form appointed for 
the city" elections was, tnat when the 
rcgulores were proprietaries, or held 
their office during life by the king^s ap- 
pointment, the people should elect an 
equal number of electors, in the man- 
ner of the municipal elections. Tijese 
electors, with the regidorci* the syn- 
dic, and the officers who are called 
the Personcro y Qipiltado del Co - 
miin , were to meet in the consistory, 
where the corregidor should preside, 
and there choose three persons out of 
their own body; the final decision 
being by "the lot, as in file provincial 
elections. All these elections were to 
be made with open doeprs. 

Twenty-six members were added 
for tl;c Spanish possessions in Ame- 
rica, the Columbian Islands, and the 
Philippines. But that the colonists 
might not be deprived of their share 
in the representation, during the long 
interval which must elapse before 
their representatives could reach Eu- 
rope, supplcmentaries for their re- 
spective provinces were to be chosen 
from natives resident in Spain ; a cir- 
cular notice was issued, requiring that 
ell the American or Asiatic Spani- 
ards then in the country would send 
in their names, ages, employments 
laces of birth and of abode. This 
eing done, and lists made out 
cordmgty, a junta w«as to be formed, 
consisting of the members of the cen- 
tral junta, who should at the time be 
acting as deputies for the colonies, or 
four ministers of the (council of the 
Indie's appointed by the junta, and of 
four distinguished natives of the co- 
lonies, to be chosen by the othfr mem- 
bers : this junta was to direct and su- 
perintend theelecfiou. Twelve dec- 
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tors for each 'province weretd be cho- 
sen by lot from among the natives of 
that province then resident in Cadiz ; 
but if it so happened that they did 
not amount to eighteen, that number 
was to be filled up by individuals of 
the other provinces. The twelve then 
chosen were to chuse their deputies, 
in tire manner of the tjjoal provincial . 
election, first by nomination, and then 
by lot. 

The archbishops, bishops, and gran- 
dees, were to meet in an upper house : 
it wa9 required that the grandees 
should be the heads of their respec- 
tive families, and above the age of 
25 ; and those nobles and prelates who 
had submitted to the French govern * 
ment were excluded. 

Such was the plan which the Com- 
mission, to whom the central junta 
intrusted this important business, ul- 
timately decided upon, and which the 
junta adopted. The commission was 
composed of five members, the Arch- 
bishop of Laodicea, Jovellanos, Cas- 
tariedo, Caro and Riquelme ; but the 
two latter members being appointed to 
the executive committee, their places 
were supplied by the Count de Aya- 
mans, and D. Martin de Garay, I). 
Manuel Abella, and D. Pedro Polodc 
Alcocer, were secretaries to the com- 
mission : the former distinguished aca- 
demician brought with him to his 
task a profound knowledge of the 
history and institutions of his coun- 
try,; and in the honourable testimony 
which has been borne by Jovellanos 
to the" service which he rendered, by 
his erudition and constant application, 
it is said, that without- his extraordi- 
nary and’ indefatigable - activity, the 
business could not have beeu conclu- 
ded in time for the circular notices to 
be dispatched on the first day of the 
new year ; had there been any delay, 

. the central junta might ha ve becn pro- 
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vented from fulfilling its repeated pro* 
misas* and deprived of the honour 
which this part of their labours so 
well deserved. The details were form- 
ed* and the official instruction^ drawn 
up by Garay* the late war minister. 
In their general principles the com* 
missioners had been chiefly guided* as 
, was expected and desired* by Jovel- 
lanos, the best and wisest of the Spa- 
niards. 

There was* however* a difference of 
opinion in the commission upon three 

S aints of considerable importance. 

Liquelme and Caro would have had 
only one house of assembly j Jovel- 
lahos referred to the English consti- 
tution, as the most perfect model of 
policy* and one to which* in this point* 
the Spaniards* with sufficient conform- 
ity to their ancient customs, could 
assimilate their own. He proposed 
also, that certain qualifications of pro- 
perty, situation, and acquirements, 
should be required of the deputies. 
Riquelme opposed this restriction, 
and Jovellanos yielded to the majori- 
ty of his colleagues on this point with 
the less repugnance* knowing how 
well the great body of the people in 
these trying times had deserved of 
their country. Riquelme insisted 
that the cortes should not assemble 
without deputfcs from the colonies 3 
the other members* though equally 
desirous that the representation should 
include them* would yet have omitted 
them in the first assembly* in con- 
sequence of the long and indennite 
length of time which mu6t c»ipae be- 
fore they could be chosen in their re- 
spective provinces, and arrive in Spain. 
The plan which was adopted obvia- 
ted this difficulty. The inadequate 
number of colonial deputies is less 
objectionable than it may at first ap- 
pear* when the . probable number of , 
persons from whom the -supplements* 


ma were, to be chosen is considered ; 
especially as it was not pretended jhar. 
the manner m wbicli the first cortes 
wa* cqn^d. should be binding as 
$ . jprecedept. u The government/* 
said Jovellanpa, “ fearful of arroga- 
ting to itself a right which belongs 
to the nation alone* leaves it to the 
wisdom, f nd prudence of the nation to 
determine in what form its will may 
most completely be represented in fu- 
ture, 0 * 

The last ,act of the junta had been 
to consign to the regency 
the charge of seeing the Jan . 29. 
cortes assembled* accord- 
ing to the rules which they had esta- 
blished. In this iinatalecrce* provision 
was made for chusing deputies to re- 
present those provinces which werff 
occupied by, the enemy; they were 
to be chosen in the same manner as 
the colonial deputies. Here also the 
important point of the veto was de- 
termined. If the regency refused its 
assent to a measure which had pass- 
ed both houses, the measure was to 
be re-considered ; and unless it was 
re-passed by a majority of two-thirds 
ip each house* it was lost* and could 
not be brought forward again in that 
cortes ; but if both houses* by sdeh 
a majority, ratified their former de- 
termination, three days were then al- 
lowed to the regency, and if within 
that time the royal sanction was not 
given, the law was tu be promulga- 
ted without it. The junta endeavour- 
ed to confine the cortes within tiiClr 
proper limits, declaring that th. exe- 
cutive power* appertained wholly to 
the regency* afla the legislative to the 
representative body ; and lest any* 
party should arise* who should aim at 
makAg the cortes permanent, or. un- 
necessarily extending their, duration* 

" by which means, 0 the, junta said, 

“ the constitution of the kingdom 



m- EDINBURGH ANNUAL 'REGISTER* ?I 810 . [Chap. Ifc. 

might be overthrown,” the regency pidity of a whirlwind* do not permit 
was empowered to fixany time for the that it should be accomplished at the . 
dissolution of the assembly, provided time and place appointed* The Isle 1 
it were not t before the expiration of of Leon, where the national congress : 
six months.' ' " ought to assemble, is at this tim$ be- 

This decree, which developed the sieged by the enemy ; from this isle 
principles of the central junta, and we see their fires, we hear their artil- 
completed their labours, tne regency lery, we hear their insolent threats, , 
did not think proper to make public ; and witness their ravages# The spec* ^ 
one ofthe many acts of injustice which tacle is neither altogether hew to us, * 
the junta suffered after their compul- nordoes it dismay us ; we are aceus- 
sory resignation. The council of Cas- tomed to see them, and to see them 
tille, or rather the Consejo-reunido, in by. Their rash endeavours, beyond a 
which such of its members were in* doubt, will fail against these intrench- 
corporated as had followed the legi- merits, where the. watch lower is erect- 
timate’ government into Andalusia, cd which presents to all good patriots 
hinted, in a memorial full of the most a beacon in the midst of the tempest* 
abominable calumnies against the ex- But the Isle of Leon, thus threatened 
junta, that the cortes ought not to by the enemy, must not, and cannot 
oe * convoked ; their opinion was be at present a proper place for the 
doubtless of great weight with the celebration of our cortes ; and irresis- 
regency, and as the y did not conceive tible necessity compels us to delay 
themselves bound to follow the course it till the present crisis shall be past, 
which the preceding government had and place and time suitable for so 
markedout, they suppressed this edict, august ari assembly can be assigned, 
and issued in its stead an address, Meantime, none of the measures and 
breathing the same spirit forms established and decreed for the 
Feb* II; as all the proclamations of convocation arc to be suspended for a 
the Spanish government, moment. The elections are to pro- 
but putting off the meeting of the cccd, and the members who are cho- 
cortes. M The council of regency,’* sen must hold themselves ready to 
they said, 4< could well have wished perform their functions ; the mtm- 
that your representatives had been in tion of the government being, that 
cortes assembled, and that the nation tin? cortes shall meet as soon as^hc 
ii'df might thus have regulated its circumstances of the war permit .’ 9 
own destinies. The means which are Notwithstanding this language, it 
necessary for our deliverance would is not impossible that Spain g indebt- 
quickly appear at \cs energetic and ed for its cortes more to the annum* 
powerful voice. But this means of ciatiou from Seville that the intruder 
preservation has been, Tor out misfor- was about to convoke one, than to* 
tune, too long delayed," and evils ga- the inclination of its own rulers. Thq * 
therirtg^ttpon each other, w ith the ra- central junta had delayed it too long, 

* “ list os son Jos obgetos tmicos en quedebe cupkant turslra sobiram ateucion ; 
abandonee no a* todo lo que puedt* distraerno*, y guardemoslo para quaeda U pa;;, y 
Ja tranqfliHdnd so consignn per vu^stras victozius.” This was the language of the 
council. " Yo nodite” says Jo ellunos, “ qm para combalir ct pensamento dc fas 
Cortes, y la forma cn que se kalian couvocudo, y para proton gar su 'celebration ; 
po/que dc esto quicro que juzgucn mis lectons," 
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not, as baa bow been, proved# from in the palace of the regency rtberoi* 
any intentional procrastination, but liUry were drawn up under arms# and 
from their sense of the difficulty of they went with the regents in pro* 
the task# and from the da liberation cession to the parochial church ofthc 
which so peculiarly characterizes the Isle of Leon, where the Mass of the 
Spaniards. They had overcome the Holy Ghost was performed <by Car- 
difficulties, and framed a plan of re- dinal Bourbon, the Archbishop of To- 
presentation* which preserved a due ledo. After the gospel, the Bishop 
respect to theold venerable forms*and of Orensej who was president of the 
was well adapted to the existing cir- regency, addressed them in a solemn 
cumstancas of the country ; this Sa- discourse ; after which the following 
ving been done, as soon as it . was as* oath, was proposed ; “ Do you swear 
certaincd that Cadk might defy the to preserve the Holy Catholic Apos- 
enemy there ought to have been no tolic Romish religion in these realms# 
delay. That was ascertained in Fe- without admitting any other ? JJo 
bruary, -:as 6oon as the Isle of Leon you swear to preserve the Spanish 
wad secured from a coup-de.maia, nation in its integrity, and to omit no 
But it was not till the middle of J unc means for delivering "it from its un- 
that a decree was issued, ordering the just, oppressors ? Do you swear to 
election to be completed as soon as preserve to our beloved sovereign , m 
possible, and requiring the deputies Ferdinand V f J., all his dominions# and 
who had already been chosen to as- in his failure, to hts legitimate suc- 
tsemble in the island during the month cessors ; and to make every possible 
of August, that the sessions might exertion for releasing him from cap- 
begin as soon as the greater part of tivity# and placing him upon the 
them were met. The plan which the throne l Do you swear to discharge 
central junta framed was altered in faithfully and lawfully the trust 
one most material point $ one house which the nation reposes in yon, ob- 
only was convoked. Had Jovellanos serving the laws of Spain, but clian- 
and his colleagues determined thus, ging, modifying, and varying such aa 
they would still have summoned the require to be altered for the general 
privileged orders; but the regency, good?” When all the deputies had 
departing inconsiderately, as it ap- made answer, «* Yes, we swear,” they 
pearg, from a ^solution which had advanced* two by two to touch the 
been the effect of Ipng and profound gospels •, after which the bishop said*» 
deliberation, neither summoned them v If ye shall do this, so may God give ■ 
to meet apart from the third estate, you your reward ; but if not, so may. 
nor with it, nor devised any plan for he enter into judgement with you.” 
representing them ; so that two of the The hymn Vent Sancte Spiritus , anff 
three estates were thus excluded from the Te Dam uPere then sung, 
the national representation. These ccremtmies being concluded** . 

Three days of rogation were ap- they returned in the same order to /■ 
pointed previous to the opening of the hall of assembly ; the regents ad- 
the cortes, and*on the 24th of Sep- vanced to tilt* throne, and occupied 
temblr they commenced their pro* five setts under tbe canopy ; the two 
eecdings. At nine iti the morning cecre tSrics of state, who atcomfatued 
the deputies assembled in a hall which them, took their seats at a table to-* 
had "been 'fitted up for their sittings ward; the head of the hallj ‘ahd 
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deputies seated themselves indiscrimi- 
nately as they entered, .the old con- 
test for precedency between Burgos 
.and Toledo hetng no longer remem- 
bered. The bishop addressed them, 
briefly ttmioding them of the peril- 
ous state of the country, and the ar- 
duous duties which they were called 
upon to discharge; then desiring them 
to proceed to elect their president and 
secretaries from their own body, he 
and theother four members of the re- 
gency quitted the hall, leaving a writ- 
ten paper upon the table. 

A difficulty in point of form at the 
commencehient or these proceedings 
was ended by appointing, as it were 
at random, two deputies to hold the 
offices of president and secretary, 
while the cortes elected others. As 
soon as the election was made, the 
secretary read the paper which the 
regents had left. “ The five indivi- 
duals/ 9 it said, “ who compose the 
supreme council of regency of Spain 
and the Indies, received that difficult 
charge, above their merits and their 
strength, at a time when any excuse 
or delay in accepting it would have 
been injurious to the country ; hut 
they only accepted it and swore to 
discharge its duties according to their 
capacity, till the solemn congress of 
the cortes being assembled, should 
establish a government founded upon 
the general will of the nation. That 
happy moment so longed for by all 
good Spaniards has arrived, and the 
^individuals of the council of regency 
can. do no less than state this to their 
ffdtow-citizens, that they may take it 
into ,j consideration, und. appoint the 
gOveraiqent, which they deem most 
adapted totbe criticalxircumstances 
of tne.m^m^hy, for which this fun 
dainentaL measure was immediately 
* necessary/* * 

Upon the motion of D. Diego 


Munox t Torre.ro> .deputy for Extre- 
madura thephm of a decree was then 
read, which !> ad, been prepared; by 
his colleague D* Manuel Luxan, aud 
which, after some discussion, was 
adopted to this effect. .The 'members 
of the congress nopr assembled, and 
representing the nation, declared them- 
selves legally constituted in a general 
and extraordinary cortes, wherein the 
national sovereignty resided. The ge- 
neral and extraordinary cortes of the 
Spanish nation thus assembled, con- 
formably to the general will, which 
had been declared in the most open 
and energetic manner, acknowledged, 
proclaimed, and swore anew, that Fer- 
dinand VlIth,of Bourbon, was their 
only lawful king ; and declared null and 
void the cession of the crown which 
he was* said to have made in favour of 
Napoleon Buonaparte, not only be- 
cause of the violence which accompar 
nied that unjust and illegal transac- 
tion, but principally because the con- 
sent of the nation was wanting. As 
it was not proper that the legislative, 
executive, and judicial powers should 
remain united, they reserved to them- 
selves the exercise of the legislative 
power in its foil extent. They de- 
clared, that the persons to whom they 
should delegate the executive power, 
in the absence of their King Ferdi- 
nand Vllfh, were responsible to the 
nation during} the time of their ad- 
ministration, according to the laws. 
They authorized the members of the 
council of regency to continue to 
exercise the executive power under 
the same title, till the cortes should 
appoint a government which <they 
might deem more convenient. To 
qualify itself for this continuance of 
its authority, the regency should ac- 
knowledge the national sovereignty 
of the cortes, and swear obedience to 
the laws and, decrees which it should 
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* promulgate ; far which purpose, as 
soon as the decree was- made known 
to them, tho members of the regency 
should pass immediately into the hall 
erf assembly, where the cortes would 
remain till this was done, having de- 
clared their fitting permanent for this 
purpose. The form of the oath was 
tfius prescribed in the decree i * 4 Do 
you acknowledge tire sovereignty f>f 
the nation, represented byks deputies 
in this general and extraordinary cor- 
tes ? Do you swear *to obey its de- 
crees, and the constitution which it 
may establish, according to the holy 
object for which theyhave assembled ; 
to drder that they shall be observed* 
and to bee that they be executed } 
To preserve the independence, liber- 
ty, and integrity of the nation ? The 
Catholic Apostolic Roman religion ? 
The monarchial government of the 
kingdom ? To re-establish upon the 

'throne our beloved King D. Ferdi- 
nand Vllth, of Bourbou ? And in 
all things to regard the public weal? 
AlS you shall observe all these things, 
God be your helper ; and if you ob- 
serve them not, you shall be respon- 
sible to the nation, in conformity with 

* the laws.” The cortes confirmed for 
the present all the established tribu- 
nals, and all civil and military autho- 
rities whatsoevcf ; and they declared, 
that the persons of. the deputies were 
inviolable, and that no authority or 
individual should proceed against them 
in any manner, except according to 
the manner which would be appoint- 
ed in future regulations, to be formed 
by a committee appointed for that 
purpose. 

It was between ten and eleven at 
night when this dberee was passed. One 
of the members observed, that it was 
very possible the regents might be gone 
to ‘bed, if they were not immediately 
appuze.d that their presence would be 


required by the cortes that night ; a 
deputation was therefore sent to them, 
While the ceremonial with which they 
Were to bo received was discussed and 
determined. About midnight, four 
of the regents entered the hall, and 
took the oath. The bishop of Orcnee 
did not come ; the unseasonableness 
of the hoyr, and. the infirm state of 
his health, werd assigned as reasons 
for hit absence ; those reasons would 
have been sufficient, but it was soon 
known that a stronger motive had 
withheld him. The sovereignty of 
the nation was a doctrine which the 
venerable prelate was not prepared to 
acknowledge, and from that hour he 
ceased to act as one Of the regency. 

On the following day, 
the cortes decreed, as a Stpt. 25.* 
consequence of their for- 
mer decree, that the style in which 
the cortes was to be addressed, should 
be that of majesty^ highness was to 
be that of the executive power, du- 
ring the- absence of Ferdinand, and 
likewise of the supreme tribunals. 
They ordered also, that the command* 
ers-in-chief, the captains-gencral of 
the provinces, the archbishops and bi- 
shops, tribunals, provincial juntas, and 
all other authorities, civil, military, 
and ecclesiastic, should take the oath 
of obedience to the cortes, in the 
same* form as the regency. By 
other edict, they decreed that their 
installation should be officially made 
known through all the Spanish do- 
minions, and every where celebratCfl 
withTe Dcums’and discharges of ar- 
tillery \ and that prayers should be 
offered up duritfg three days, implo- 
ring the divine blessing upon their 
councils. The oath was taken, with 
circutftstances of peculiar interest. by 
part of the Catalan, army. D. Jose 
Obispo, who commanded upon the 
idobregat, determined, in order to give. 
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more celebrity to the act, that his 
army should swear obedience to the 
cortes before the walls of Barcelona. 
For this purpose', he sent a detach- 
ment to take possession of the heights 
of S. Pedro Martin, and surprize the 
French post at La Cruz- 
Oct * 25. Cubierta, that the act, ac- 
cording to his own expres- 
sion, might be solemnizeci with the 
sacrifice of some victims, out of the 
many whom the Emperor of the 
French sent into Spain to that end. 
The Spanish colonel, Manso, who 
was sent upon this service, performed 
it effectually, only t,wo of the enemy 
escaping ; and of a party who attack- 
ed him from* Monjui, he brought 
away 38 prisoners. After this suc- 
cess, Obispo drew up his men in or- 
der before the wails, ^anso doing the 
same upon the heights ; the oath was 
read to the soldiers by the captain of 
every company, and their acclamations 
and salutes were heard in Barcelo* 
na, making their brethren thcj*c, who 
groaned beneath the yoke, in some 
degree partakers of the joy of the 
day. 

The? decree, by which 
Sept. 26. the regents were declared 
responsible to the nation, 
produced a memorial from them, re- 
questing to know what wdfe the ob- 
ligations annexed to that responsibi- 
lity, and what the specific powers 
which were given them $ “ unless 
these things,” they said* “ Were clear- 
ly and distinctly determined, tire coun- 
cil of regency would not know how 
to- act, inasmuch as the ancient laws 
bid drawn no line o$ distinction’ be* 
tweOtf tbtflfro powers; aiidihfts tli^y 
must be^fitttinmdiy in danger, on the 
one band, of eXfert ingdu authority, 
which, in the ©pinion of the cortes, 
might not be included in the attri- 
butes ©f the executive, or, on the 


other, of omitting to exert the power# 
which it necessarily involves, and 
which at this time were more neces- 
sary than ever.” The reply of the 
cortes proved With how little fore- 1 
thought they had passed their decree. 
“ They had not limited,” they said, 
“ the proper faculties of the execu- 
tive, and the regency was to use all 
the power necessary fdr the defence, 
security, and administration of the. 
state, till the cortes should mark out 
the precise bounds of its authority. 
The responsibility,” they added, u to 
which the regents were subjected. 
Was only meant to exclude that abso- 
lute inviolability which appertained 
to the sacred person of the king.” 
The whole of a night-session was oc- 
cupied in forming this answer. 

Among the many erroneous opi- 
nions which have prevailed in this 
country respecting the affairsof Spain, 
the most plausible and the most ge- 
neral was that which expected great 
immediate benefits from the convo- 
cation of the cortes ; an error from 
which, perhaps, no person was en- 
tirely free, except the few, who, like 
Mr Frere, looked to the assembly ra- 
ther with apprehensions of alarm than 
with hope. The permanent good 
which Spain will derive from the 
restoration and improvement qf the 
representative part of its government, 
will repay the Spaniards for all the 
horrors of this most dreadful strug- 
gle ;• but any great immediate advan- 
tage, any rapid acceleration oF'the 
deliverance ot r Spain, ought' riot to 
have been expected, unless it was sup- 
posed that the Spanish deputies would 
proceed like the French national con- 
vention, in which tase the revolu- 
tionary deliriuiir' might have produ- 
ced a preternatural and Overpowering 
strength. There war as little reason 
to expect tiris, as there <jculd be to 
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desire It. The Spaniards, mote thai> 
any other Europeans, are attached to 
the laws and customs of their coun- 
try. Spain is to them literally a holy 
land, arid it$ history being composed 
for many ages of a tissue of connect- 
ed miracles, to the. greater part of 
the people, Sanctifies its institutions. 
But unless the fortes took the execu- 
tive power into its own hands, and 
gave the nation a revolutionary irfw 
pulse, which the circumstances of the 
people forbade,, it might have •been 
known that the benefits to be ex- 
pected would produce little or no im- 
mediate effect upon the operations of 
the *war : they would be slow, cer* 
tain, and permanent. 

The mode of election secured a fair 
representation. Some of the mem- 
bers were of the French school of 
philosophy, and were probably suffi- 
ciently disposed to have followed the 
..steps of the Brissotincs, both in mat- 
ters of state and church -policy. One 
ill effect arose from this ; having be- 
come converts to republicanism in 
their youth, and in the season of en- 
thusiasm, they had imbibed a preju- 
dice against England, which did not 

• wholly give way as it ought to have 
done, even though they hated Buo- 
naparte and the present system of 
France as bitterly as the great majo- 
rity <JF their colleagues. On this point 
there was but one feeling. 

The first measures of the cortes 
indicated a sense of their power, and 
a determination to assert it. Want 
of precedents, and of experience in 

• thp business of a deliberative aesem- 
b}y*>yerc great impediments at their 
outset : they had Hardly decreed the 
separation of tile executive, legisla- 
tive, and judicial branches, before 
they confounded these branches m 
their own practice. Nevertheless this 


decree was of essential advantage to 
Spain, as a great object was to secure 
the judicial authority from the inter- 
ference of government \ thus break- 
ing, they said, the chains with which 
the arbitrary power of some centuries 
had bound the hands of the most 
respectable ministers, justice might 
now be firmly administered for the 
happiness *qf the people. A com- 
mission was appointed to prepare a 
report upon the best means of speed- 
ily terminating criminal causes. The 
result was, a decree that an 
extraordinary visitation of Oct . 11. 
all the prisons should be 
made by the respective judicial au- 
thorities, and the accused brought to 
trial with as Jjttlc delay as possible ; 
and that for the future, the tribunals * 
should transmit, through the regen- 
cy, to the corfee, at intervals of two 
months, accounts of all the causes 
pendent, and the persons in confine- 
ment. D. Manuel de Llano, a supple- 
mentary member for Gua- 
temala, proposed a move Dec. 14. 
effectual remedy ; that a 
committee should be appointed to oc- 
cupy itself exclusively in framing a 
law to the same effect as the Habeas 
Corpus of the English. This most 
important motion was one of those 
which regained for discussion at the 
close of the year. The decree which^ t 
established this partial remedy for 
one of the worst evils of an arbitrary 
government, called upon, the supreme 
councils of Spain and the Indies to 
point out the abuses which had been 
introduced into* the civil .and criminal 
law, and the improvements of which 
those codes were susceptible, -that the 
cortes in due time might take the sub- 
ject into consideration. . : 

The cortes found it neceasafjr.nlso 
to interfere with the executive.? Thr 
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5 Duke of Orleans had of- 
March 4*. fered his sendees to the 
Spaniards 5 the former 
government had not thought proper 
to accept hi*' Affet, hut the regency, 
a few weeks after their installation, 
invited him to take the command in 
Catalonia. A century ago their con- 
duct might have been easily explain- 
ed, when Lord Moleswoi*th gi avely 
asked, what could be done for gene- 
rals, in such havoc as was then made 
of them, if there were not so many 
younger sons of princes in Germany, 
who all ran wherever there was a war, 
to get bread and reputation ? But 
pedigrees and patents of i.obility were 
not considered .now 4s military recom- 
mendations, and the conduct of the 
regency, in this instance, seemstohave 
been inconsiderate and hasty. The 
Duke of Orleans was bf a bad breed, 
which was not likely to be improved 
l>y his marriage with a princess of the 
Neapoht?n-Bourbon8. The history 
of his education forms one of the most 
remarkable works upon that subject : 
Rousseau had made it the fashion 
with some of the blood- royal in France 
to try experiments upon their child- 
ren ; with his own pupil it succeed- 
ed well, and the sons of Philippe 
Egalite were not the worse for the sort 
of Spartan discipline to w&iich they 
had been subject. The present (Juke, 
“at a very early age, made a brilliant 
commencement of a military career at 
Jcmappe, but that career was soon 
dosed : he emigrated with Dumou- 
riez, retired to America, and remain- 
ed there till American manners coun- 
teracted the love qf republicanism 
Which he had learned from Plutaffch, 
when he returned to Europe, recon- 
ciled hirbself to the Bourbon /amily, 
and rtsumetd the title, which* aS a re- 
publican, he had laid aside. 

When the duke offered his services, 


the Spanish patriots were in the full 
tide of success \ and he expected, per- 
haps not without good reason; that 
a3 soon as the French armies were 
disheartened, they would readily for- 
sake a tyrant, to whom it was not pos- 
sible that they could feel bound by 
any tie either of duty or affection. 
Affairs bore a very different aspect 
when the regency informed him, that 
thfe Obstacles which - had formerly 
frustrated his generous desires were 
now happily removed ; reminded him 
of the triumphs which his illustrious 
ancestors had won in Catalonia ; and 
called upon him to preserve the ver- 
dure of their laurels. 44 The under- 
taking,” said they, 44 is arduous, the 
contest dreadful, and the «nemy ob- 
stinate ; but the hatred of the Spa- 
niards against the usurper is great, 
their love for their lawful sovereign is 
ardent, and they are determined to 
preserve their independence. This 
eople will constantly fight with your 
ighness, and show you that never 
prince dttended a nobler or more 
righteous cause, with soldiers so re- 
solute m its defence. Oh that your 
highness may raise your voice front 
the Pyrenees, at the head of our vic- 
torious armies, to promise liberty to 
oppressed France, to rescuethe throne 
from its abuses, to ite-establish order 
in Europe, and; to proclaim th& tri- 
umph ot virtue upon the ruins of ty- 
ranny atod of guilt 1 M The duke was 
a man of too much honour and cou- 
rage not, to flilfil the offer which he 
had made in more* prosperous times- 
Accordingly- he sailed from Sieily in 
the beginning of June, touched at 
ragona, and having been received thefe 
with the Kofi our ^ due to his rank and 
name, continued his voyage to Cadiv, 
where he landed under a salute of ar- 
tillery. f : "O 

The bishop of Ordnse had' not ar* 



HISTORY QE EUROPE. 


lived from his diocese to take his 
seat in the council of regency when 
the duke was invited ; he therefore 
was not implicated in this transaction, 
** which was in every respect exceeding- 
ly imprudent. There might have been 
some apparent Cause for it, if the 
duke had been a general of great ex* 
perience and celebrity, or if he could 
have assisted Spain either with men, 
money, or stores ; but if the Sicilia a 
court had been sincere in its friend- 
ship, means of assistance were pant- 
ing: it had sent a present of a thousand 
muskets early in the year, and this was 
the extent of its ability. Oq the other 
hand, the presence ot a prince of the 
Bourbon line, at the head of a Spa- 
nish army, would have certainly drawn 
against it a stronger French force 
than would otherwise have been em- 
ployed, the destruction of one branch 
of that house being of more import- 
ance to Buonaparte than the conquest 
of Spain. There was also an obvious 
impolicy in inviting a Frenchman to 
the command; the former government 
had felt this, and the cortes felt it 
also ; they held a private sitting upon 
the subject, the result of which was, 

' that the duke re-embarked for Sicily, 
The regents did not hold their 
power many weeks after the meeting 
of. the cortes. A new regency was 
appointed, consisting of Blake, who 
at that time commanded the army of 
the centre, as that force was called 
which still kept the field in Murcia ; 
D. Pedro Agar, a naval captain and 
director-general of the academies of 
. the loyal marine guards ; and D. Ga- 
brie) Giscar, governor of Carthagena. 
The reason assigned for this change in 
the executive * government 
Oct. 28* was, that themembersof the 
former council of regency, 
from the moment that they had been 
empowered by the cortes to continue 
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in the exercise of their authority, 
had made known their earnest desire 
that the weight of the administration, 
which they nad supported for many 
months, under such critical circum-. 
stances, should be consigned to other 
hands. The regents were now to ex- 
perience in their turn the same injus- 
tice which they had shown toward 
the centra! junta. Like them, they 
had disappointed the hopes of the 
people ; and like them, more from the 
inevitable course of things than from 
their own misconduct. They were not, 
however, treated with equal cruelty, 
A decree was pas&ed, that, 
they should give in an ac- A r ov. 28. 
count of their administra- 
tion and general conduct to the cor- 
tes within two months, with a view* 
to their future process. Shortly af- 
terwards, in Consequence 
of a secret sitting, they Dec. 17. 
were ordered to retire from 
the Isle of Leon, and the place where 
each was to reside wasappoiuted, after 
the arbitrary manner of the old court. 

Blake and Ciscar being absent, the 
Marquis del Palacio and D. Jose 
Maria Puig were appointed to act ir» 
their place till they should arrive* 
When they were, called up- 
on to take the oath, the Oct. 28. 
same difficulty was found a9 
in th$ case of the Bishop of Orcnse. 
The marquis being asked if he swof!T “ 
to obey the decrees, laws, and consti- 
tutions of the cortes, replied, “Yes, 
but without prejudice to the roaujr 
oaths of fidelity* which he had taken 
to frerdinand YIL” The president 
informed him, tjiat he must take (he 
oath simply, or altogether refuse it. 
The marquis,requested that he might 
be allqwed to explain himself ; upon 
this it was agreed that h/e should *be 
heard after his colleagues had been 
a>vorn ; and that business having been 
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completed, he entered into an expla- 
nation of his restriction, toying, u he 
ms ready to take the oath in tiie 
form prescribed^ provided those de- 
puties who were versed in theological 
points would assure him that he might 
do it without scruple. All that he 
meant*’* be said , u was more and more 
to insure the pmport of the oath it- 
self, conformably to those* 'which he 
had so often taken to Ferdinand, and 
he had never doubted the sovereignty 
of the nation asseml led in its cortes.” 

The coi tes manifested upon this 
occasion something of that precipita- 
tion, and something of that pi outness 
to tyranny, by which the proceedings 
of popular assemblies have so often 
been disgraced* In this pse, as in that 
of the Bishop of Orenae, they might 
pet haps have thought that the scruples 
of these distinguished 1 Spaniards dis- 
qualified them fiom the office which 
they weie called upon to accept ; but 
those scruples ought to have been le- 
spectcd, and upon no pi iuciplc of law 
Or justice could they possibly be con- 
sidered as a ciitne. The mdtquii was 
ordeicd into custody, theic to an ait 
the orders of the cortes. The coi tes 
met again that night, to deliberate 
upon this unworthy business. One 
member said, that the marquis had 
lost the confidence of the public j.he 
could not act in the regency, hiu atise 
lie had shown that his conscience was 
ndt such as was fit for a regent ; and 
bifr conduct ought to be investigated 
fat|T judges appointed by tire regents 
for that purpose. Another member 
observed, that as it might be suspect- 
ed he was acting by the advice of 
others^ jt would be ncccs »ary to pro- 
ceed With the utmost circumspection 
in the choke of judges, Capmany 
maintained# that the coi tes ft* If ought 
tp taktyCogm/ance of the oftenoe ; and 
ArgueJles, Oliveiot’, and Torrcro, 


three of mpH puqmineot member* 
of those' whq would call them^elvps 
the liberal, or perhopa the phuosonhi- 
dal party, agreed in these 
censures of an act which worst < 
amounted ooly to an error of judge- 
ment of the most venial kind. A,**- 
guelles declared, that if the cortes re- 
traced a single step, ajid did not go 
forward with the dcctee of the 34th 
of September, respecting the sove- 
reignty of the nation and their own 
powet, they would given triumph. to 
the enemy. It was voted, after a 
long discussion, that the m&iquishad 
forfeited the confidence of the nation, 
and that another regent must be ap- 
pointed in his place. The jMarquis 
del Castelar was the person chosen- 
Palacio now represented, through the 
captain of the gua«d, that he was 
confined at this time in a damp room, 
without having a place to sit down, 
to the dangi r of his health $ and Jic 
icquested tuat he might be permitted 
to return to bis own house, under a 
guard, if that wcic thought nccessai y. 
One member proposed that this should 
be allowed, the marquis 4 b<jng on his 
pa i ole, and dcbaired from auy com- 
munication. It was decided, that 
he should be confined in his own 
house, under a guaid, who was never 
to lobe sight of him* This dvscu^ftkp 
Occupied the coi tes tilt midnight? and 
then they entered upon a secret sit- 
ting, probably upon the same subject. 
Three da> s after, it was vo- 
tedthat the marquis, having n 
lpst the confidence of the c * . 
nation, was no longer qpali- ' ' 
fied to act as captain -general of Ara- 
gpn j japd in three days more, disco- 
vering hpw little conformable it was to 
their professed principles thus to pro- 
ceed to condemnation before the trial, 
4be cortesrepeafcd thei£ decree, andre- 
soh cd, that both this case and that of 
3 A * 



(tari/lSJ] HISTORY OF EUROPE. 4f>; 


the Bishop of Xfrtase should be re- 
ferred to the judges appointed by the 
regency, who were to near the advo- 
cates of the cortes, of the royal coun- 
cil, and of the marquis, and to consult 
with the cortes concerning their sen- 
tence. Meantime the marquis was to 
remain a prisoner at large in the Isle 
of Leoh, upon his par Je. 

If the cortes, in the precipitance 
and intolerance of these proceedin gs, 
reminded those persons who remem- 
bered the commencement of the French 
revolution of the errors of the friends 
of liberty in France, it Reminded them 
also of a measure springing from a more 



shown to be an error. A self-deny- 
ing ordinance was passed at 
Sept. 2 9. the motion of D. Antonio 
Capmany, deputy for Ca- 
talonia, a man well known for his li- 
' terary labours : it enacted, that no 
member of the cortes should be per- 
mitted, during the exercise of his 
functions, nor for a year afterwards, 
to solicit or accept for himself, or so- 
licit for any other person whomsoever, 
any pension, favour, revrard, honour, 
or distinction, from the executive 
power Which at that time existed, nor 
from any other government which 
might hereaftd* be appointed, under 
any designation whatever. D. Fran- 
cisco Gutierrez de fe Huerta, sup- 
plementary member for Burgos, had 
prepared a more rigorous bill to the 
same effect, which was to punish the 
deputy who solicited any employment 
for a kinsman within the fourth de- 


gree, br expelling him from the cor- 
tes, and depriving him for four years 
of his elective right, and the capaci- 
ty of being elected. It was carried 
by acclamation, that some public 
testimony of disinterestedness should 
be given ; there were, however, a 
few members cool enough to temper 
the enthusiasm of their colleagues, 
and qualify their vote, so as to render 
it somewhat less unreasonable. At 
their suggestion, such persons were 
exempted from the decree, who, by 
rank or age, were accustomed to sue* 
ceed in military, ecclesiastic, and civil 
bodies, according to the rules or sta- 
tutes. And it was admitted, tliat cases 
were possible in which extraordinary 
a ml/bon fessMly superior services, per- 
formed in benalr of the king and 
country, might deserve an extraordi- 
nary reward in the opinion of the 
cones themselves. 

But there were two subjects of es- 
pecial moment, which occupied much 
of the time of the cortes. The situa- 
tion of the colonies was one : things 
were in a mournful state there ; revo- 
lutionary movements had taken place 
in every part of the continent of Spa- 
nish America ; civil war had begun 
in many places, and there was every 
reason y> apprehend that it would 
soon become general. But the his- 
tory * of these eveuts, with their pre- 
disposing causes, must be reserved for 
the annals of the ensuing year, that it 
may be given more fully and connect- 
edly, at the extent, and with all the 
care, which the importance of the sub- 
ject requires. The other was the li* 


• It 1ms ftot been possible to prepare it for this volipne. The Journals of the cor- 
tes began to be'tegularly published with the fourth vohtmc, leaving the three first 
to be printed as the press could find leisure. Tho collection has proceeded tu the 
twelfth volume. Meantime; the first and third have been completed, blit the second 
Imdnot reached England when this sheet went to the press, and without it the nar- 
rative must have been incomplete, 
voi* hi. PAnr.i. t 2 1 
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tu rf y of the press. Upon the motion 
of Ai guclles, a committee of * eleven 
wa^ appointed to prepare a report 
upon this momentous point. Their 
report was printed, and many curious 
and interesting disem ions ensued. 
The Marquis of Vigi . D. Joaquin 
Tenreyro Montenegro, deputy for the 
province of Santiago, pro- 
Oct. 15 . tested against taking the 
.subject into consideration. 
u He was ready,' ” he said, “ to sacri- 
lice hi:> life, and even his leputatiou 
in tin i-orlfj, which he rcguidcd more 
than hie, for his conduct on this oc- 
casion, but lie would not sacrifice his 
consciehce. At all events, lie maintain- 
ed, they ought to delay the question 
till the other memhers, \Vho had not 
yet arrived, should be present.” The 
suppli mentaiy member t for Santa Fe 
de Bogota, JL>. Jost* Mexiajn reply to 
this demand, asked whether c< any de- 
c is io 1 1 could be more important than 
that of the national sovereignty, with 
which they had commenced their pro- 
ceedings ? yet the presence of the ab- 
seu t members had not been thought 
necessary on that day, when they laid 
the fair foundation of national free- 
dom.” “ Whatever light,” said Ar. 
gucllcs, has spread itself over Eu- 
rope, has sprung from the liberty of 
the press, and rations have en in 
^portion as that liberty baa been 
more or less complete among them ; 
while others, bedarkened by igno- 
rance, and fettered by despotism or 
superstition, have otuik in the same 
proportion. Spain, I grieve to say, is 
one of these, Let us look at the events 
of th ; last twenty and we shall 

see the purtciitous c fleet; of this arm, 


to whose power that of the sword 
has always yielded. By its influence 
we saw the chains fall from the hands 
of the French nation ; a sanguinary- 
faction obtained the ascendancy, and 
tire French government began to act 
in direct opposition to the princi- 
ples which it had proclaimed After 
having solenVy and by acclamation 
declared, that the French republic re- 
nounced all conquests, they gave or- 
ders for the incorporation of Savoy ; 
the coflduct of tlit republic uniform- 
ly contradicted the principles of the 
national assembly, both in respect to 
the states which they occupied, and to 
their allies. If at that time we hfld 
enjoyed a well regulated liberty of 
the press, Spain would not. have been 
ignorant what was the political situ- 
ation of France, when she celebrated 
the infamous peace of Basle. Our 
government, directed by a favourite 
as stupid as he was coriupt, was in- 
capable of understanding the interests 
of Spain ; it abandoned itself with 
blind subserviency to all the succes- 
sive governments of France; and from 
the convention to the empire, we fol- 
lowed all the vicissitudes of their re- 
volution, always in the closest alliance, 
till the unhappy moment in which we 
saw our strong places taken, and the 
armies of the perfidious invader injthe 
heart of Spain. Till that moment it 
w as not lawful for any one to speak 
of the French government with less 
submission than of our own, and not 
to admire Buonaparte was one of the 
greatest crimes. In those miserable 
days the seeds were sown, and we are 
now reaping the bitter fruits. £,ook 
round the world ! England is the on- 


*.Thc members uf t hi-, committee were'tho Srs, Ilormida (Deputy for Galli- 
cin.) < 'In eros !uid Torrero ('hr T imuadurti,) ArgtiHles (for Asturias,) Perez de Cas- 
rru (fer Valladolid ) Palatini (fbr Cnrncrii-*.) , G:illego (for Zamora,) Couto (for New 
^pain,) .Monte <Jbr Betauzos.) Vc^a (f jr C erven*,) and Camnany (for Catalonia.) 
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ly nation which we shall find free from 
these horrors ; the energy of her go- 
vernment has done much, but the li- 
berty of the press has done more. By 
that means, wise <md virtuous men- 
were able to diffuse the antidote fas- 
ter than the French could admini- 
ster the poison, and the information 
which the people enjoyed by means 
of the press, made them see the dan- 
ger, and taught them how to avoid 
it.” 

,l ' i © 

Brigadier Gonzalez, member for 
Jaen, affirmed, that whoever oppo- 
sed the freedom of the press, was a 
bad Spaniard, This occasioned a 
w*ann reply from one who was of* a 
different opinion, and one of those al- 
tercations followed, which the cortes 
was not yet sufficiently well regulated 
to know how to prevent, or to cut 
short. One of the clergy terminated 
it, by faying, that their first duty was 
to defendthcCatholic, Apostolic, Ro- 
man religion, and whatever was con- 
trary to that religion was bad. Tin n 
citing the canons to prove that no 
work ought to be published without 
the licence of a council, or of a bi- 
shop, he inferred that the liberty of 
the press was contrary to religion. 
The conclusion was perfectly legiti- 
mate, but it \j r as met by an answer 
noteless curious than the argument. 
u No person,” sakl Mexia, “ will de- 
ny, that Christianity has existed fiorn 
thebeginningof the world; forthough 
our Saviour was not yet come, those 
moral precepts, which are the basis 
of his religion, and which wcie given 
by Moses, were written in the heart 
of man. ?n like manner, the liberty 
of the press hns^existed from the time 
of Adam ; for printing is a mode pf 
writing, atjd the liberty of doing it 
is the same, whether it be upon the 
leaf of a tree, or in wax, or upon pa- 
P''r; and this liberty all men have pos- 


sessed : the art of printing, there- 
fore, where the liberty of the press 
was restrained, was an injury to man, 
inasmuch as it depiivcd him of tins 
primitive liberty.” 

There was, however, a great num- 
ber of members who were by no 
means prepared to change the opinions 
in whiclf they had been bred up con- 
cerning this subject, and they bstcu- 
ed with deep attention to those speak- 
ers, who maintained that it was both, 
for the interest of the wr'terand the 
public, that books should be subject - 
rather to a previous censure, than to 
an after responsibility. Garcia de 
Herreras, member for Soria, obser- 
ved, 4< that^f a book were published 
against religion, or against good 
rals, it might indeed be suppressed, 
and the author punished ; but who 
could undo the evil which it had al- 
ready done by its pernicious tenets ?” 
Gullego replied, that if there were 
a political absurdity in the world, it 
was that of supposing the liberty ol 
the press could exist under u previous 
censure. “If I chusc to wear asword,” 
said he, “ will any one say iny hands 
ought to be tied, lest I should com- 
mit a murder ? or that I ought to be 
confined to my house, bt cause if I go 
into thi street I may rob a man ? 
Er % ‘ will is given to every man, Hildas 
we know what is the punishment of 
transgression, we endeavour not to 
transgress.” D. Manuel Lux'tn, 
speaking on the same side, said, “ that 
the people of Extremadura had char- 
ged him, as their representative, to 
endeavour to obtaintwo things — that 
the sittings of the cortes shtjuld be 
public, and •the liberty of the press. 
A g<)pd Spaniard could regulate his 
political course by no better ride, than 
to act in direct opposition to the prin- 
ciples of Buonaparte. He had deter- 
mined in Bayonne, that the proceed- 
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ings of his mock cortes, both then and 
in future, should be secret ; for this 
reason the Spaniards ought to avoid 
secrecy. His object had always been 
to destroy the liberty of the press, 
and in preparing fetters for that liber- 
ty, he had prepared them for the hu- 
man race. To those theologians who 
had opposed the liberty of Che press 
as coutrary to religion, he, could not 
reply better, than by reminding them 
that our Saviour had insisted upon 
the freedom of discussion, and char- 
ged his disciples to converse upon re- 
ligious matters, that they might clear 
up doubts, instruct each other, and 
publish the truth to the world. It 
was time," he said, “ to proclaim that 
the reign of ignorance was over. We 
want information, and it is only the 
press which can diffused. Even to 
the imperfect liberty which is enjoy- 
ed at present, in spite of the opposi- 
tion of the bad, and the fears of the 
weak, we owe that strength of opi- 
nion by which we are collected in this 
august assembly, wherein Spain re- 
poses her last and best hopes.” 

On a subsequent day, 
Oct . 16. Luxan’s colleague, Qlive- 
ros, replied to those mem- 
bers who had represented the press as 
dangerous to religion. “ True, in- 
deed,” he said, u in France they v liad 
seen the fatal effects of a liberty 
which favoured all that was 'wicked, 
aud aimed at nothing that was good. 
The revolutionists of that country 
knew that they couldoiot accomplish 
their horrible designs without the 
ruin of morality ; therefore, while 
they let loose a torrent of blasphemy 
siud licentiousness which subverted 
the edifice of civil society, they clo- 
s the prea against whatever could 
tend to the re-establishment of reli- 
giod, aiul order. France still was 
mailing under the consequences of 


such principles, but not a single work 
of rational religion, politics, morals, 
or liberty, had issued from it, either 
under its revolutionary or its imperial 
state. What we require,” he pur- 
sued, “ is the very opposite of this# 
We would give wings to all honour- 
able sentiments. Had the liberty of 
the press been established among us, 
crimes could not have been commit- 
ted which have been passed over with 
the impunity of silence and oblivion. 
Bishops would not have been seen 
disgracing their pulpits and their re- 
ligion, by preaching to applaud the 
triumphs Jf despotism and atheism, 
nor would they have dared to contri- 
bute to the destruction of their coun- 
try and of their faith. On the other 
hand, England, that free and generous 
country, which owes its liberty and 
all its morality to the press, — Eng- 
land, although excluded from the bo- 
som of our church, has been the true 
friend of our religion. She has been 
the ally of our chief, the pope, when 
Buonaparte persecuted him ; she has 
been the faithful friend of Spain, and 
upon England, upon the colossal 
power of England, which the liberty* 
of the press has raised, the indepen- 
dence which is yet left in Europe 
rests for its support.” Arguelleis ar- 
gued with great force against ^'ap- 
pointment of censors. “ There can- 
not,” said he, u be a greater violation 
of the liberty of man, than to deprive 
him of enjoying that which in itself is 
innocent, and subject his actions to the 
caprice of any individual, or any set of 
individuals. Are we to be told Xn these 
days, that fifteen millions of men must 
submit the best defence of their liber- 
ties,— -the fairest spring of their indus- 
try,*— the dearest hopes of their poste- 
rity,— to the rod of corruptible cen- 
sors ? For can we suppose that these 
censurers will be exempt from error, 
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and free from sinister views ? Are they 
not men, with passions aiid prejudices 
which they will gratify and Follow, 
after the manner of human nature ? 
The history of the world may tell 
whether it be easy for those who are 
in the enjoyment of power to subdue 
themselves ; and are we then to trust 
liberty and literature to those who 
may suppress what writings they 
please, — to those who may convert 
their own pleasure into law ? 

c< Spain,” he continued, ** never 
has been free. For many long ages 
she has been in .chains, insulted and 
degraded by a series of governments 
who have despised the wishes of the 
people. We are now experiencing the 
bitter consequences. The morals of 
the nation partook of this perverse 
influence, and the glory of Spain dis- 
appeared in the same proportion as its 
liberty. How different is our state, 
•how different the principles of our past 
conduct, if we compare them with 
those of that great, generous, and in- 
dependent nation ; that nation, which 
(whatever may be its political corrup- 
tion) may boast of the purest public 
morality ; that nation, where the holy 
ties of nature and of the conjugal 
union are revered ; that nation, which, 
though combated by dangers both 
withm and without, has raised itself to 
thfe*glory in which we now behold it ; 
that nation, which, having for so long 
a time been our enemy, no sooner saw 
the daybreak of our liberty than she 
opened her arms to us, and with in- 
comparable generosity has spared no 
enorjt for supporting it. /We owe lit- 
tle less th'aq our existence to England. 
Be free, she has always said, and we 
wilfriever abandon you.’ Her exer- 
tions have increased with our neces- 
sities ; tlie strength of her arm has 
upheld, opr weakness. Look now ! 
the character, the power, the great- 


ness of this mighty nation, have arisen 
from that very liberty for which we 
arc now contending, — that libeHy 
which depends upon your votes ; for 
upon your determination it depends, 
whether we shall recover our rank 
among the. nations of Europe, or sink 
for ever,” 

D. Jayme Creus, member for Ca- 
talonia, read a paper, to show that 
it was better to prevent the evil, 
than have to remedy its effects ; and 
therefore books ought to be subject- 
ed, not to such arbitrary 
restrictions as had formerly Oct. 17. 
prevailed, but to a fair pre- 
vious censure. Torrcro replied, that 
the liberty of the prSss was the only 
thing \vhich*coulil secure the liberty 
of the people. “If the limitations, ,f 
said he, “ by, which we propose to 
circumscribe the cjfccutive power art? 
necessary, much more arethemeansby 
which our constituents may observe 
our conduct. If Spain could have 
manifested her feelings, would the in- 
famous intrigues of tne Escurial have 
been suffered, or could Goduy have 
possessed so long that power which 
destroyed the kingdom ? Think you 
that the people of England would be 
silent, if the Prince of Wales were ar- 
rested in his own palace by the will 
of a wicRed minister ? We were si- 
lent ;*and this p roved to demonstratim* 
that liberty, without a free press, 
though it may be the dream of a vir- 
tuous man, can be only a dream. T 
would fain argue this question dispas- 
sionately, and with all the calmness 
of reason. Here we arc, fallible men, 
with all that mixture of good and 
evii which is natural to us : it is only 
by a comparison of advantages and 
disadvantages that we can decide. A n 
inquisitor general of Spam wished to 
translate the Bible into Spanish : a 
torrent of invective was poured fortk 
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against him, and the words which he 
used concerning his undertaking, I 
shall apply to our3. * I do not doubt 
that it has it3 objections ; but is it 
useful, weighing the evil against the 
good V We are in just such a case. 
If the inquisitor had accomplished his 
desire, we should have been indebted 
to him for the good, to our own na- 
ture for the evil. The head of our 
religion is at this time under persecu- 
tion, Buonaparte has even instituted 
a civil process against him ; and yet, in 
the degraded state of France, not a 
pen lias been found which dares to 
undertake the defence of this venera- 
ble pLrs»nage. These are the fruits of 
an arbitrary power of censure over the 
press But there are persons who say, 
That works may be published against 
leligion. it is probable that in onr ter - 
iuf.'its, or evening parties, the conver- 
sation may frequently turn upon reli- 
gious points ; but if there be one who 
jests at religion, or blasphemes it, iin- 
.nedntely twenty zealous defenders 
up T \ vr to combat him ; so would it be 
.vU!. the press. I shall conclude by 
g, that the cm tea will act against 
.he nation if they do not decree the 
liberty of the picss; that we shall 
commit treason against the people ; 
i hut we shall be re-cstabiishers of the 
despotism which we have abolished, 
.jLiid destroy the last hope of Spurn. 

'The preamble and first article of 
tli ' decree now under discussion 
were in these trims : “ The general 
amt-extraordinary cortcs, considering 
i hat the privilege of 'the citizens to 
puhiioh their thuughts’and reflections 
h not only a resit dint »upon the arbi- 
tral ,.,es5 of those who govern, but also 
a means of instructing Hue nation in 
general, ami the only way of obtain- 
ing a thie knowledge of pu’ lie opi- 
nion, have decreed us follows : All 
L adieu and individual persona, of what- 


ever condition and state, 
arc at liberty to write, print, Oct . 18. 
and publish their senti- 
ments, without the necessity of any 
license, revision, or approbation, pre- 
vious to the publication, under the 
restrictions and responsibilities which 
shall be expressed in the present de- 
cree.” Garcia Herreros, who, on a 
former day, had spoken in defence of 
the" previous censure, taking a mid- 
dle course, now proposed that both 
in the 'preamble and first article the 
word political should be inserted, 
which would exclude the liberty of 
writing *»pon religious subjects. Lla- 
nvros read a discourse, to prove that 
the previous censure was the best se- 
curity of the press : “ The liberty of 
the press,” he said, u without it, in- 
stead of being either necessary or 
useful, was injurious, and had never 
even been wished for in Majorca, which 
he represented. Where there were 
good censorial tribunals, the liberty 
of the press would never be wanted. 
Th" inquisition was such a tribunal.” 
“ True,” replied Arguellcs, 44 if men 
were infallible and impeccable, there 
would be no need of laws of any kind : 
but for my part, I have known only 
one kind of men, all weak and frail 
beings, and subject to the imperfec- 
tions of human nature*. The deputy, 
for Majorca says, jthe inquisition 
a proper tribunal for deciding upou 
what books .should be permitted to 
be published. Has he forgotten that 
the library of the Marquis de Ville- 
na, with all lus precious manuscripts, 
was burnt by a friar of the court of 
Juan II., notwithstanding that king 
was a man of letters and a poet ? 
The political and religious jealousy 
of literature and the press did not di- 
minish in the succeeding reigns, aud 
the nation saw itself debased beneath 
the insolent favourites of Enrique IV. 
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and the third and fourth Philips. Ne- 
ver were there greater precautions ta- 
ken to check the circulation of politi- 
cal opinions than in the timeof Charles 
IV. The evils of that reign, it was 
not necessary to repeat ; suffice it to 
say, that if we had enjoyed the liberty 
of the press, we should not now have 
been in our present situation : if that 
liberty had existed, should we h#ive 
seen the censors and judges of the 
press fawning about the couit of 
Godoy, — that court, which might be 
called a market, where liberty and jus- 
tice were put to sale l” 

The Marquis of Vigo read a long 
and laboured argument against lITe 
motion, in which he admitted that 
the liberty of the press was advanta- 
geous in England, but denied that it 
would be so in Spain. “Why not ?” 
excl aimed Torrcro. “The foundations 
§ of both governments are the same. 
England has her parliament ; Spain 
her cortes, England has her limited 
monaichv; Spam is about to limit 
here, l'.u'ilru.d enjoys a proper sepa- 
ration of the legislative, executive, and 
judicial powers ; we have just decreed 
a like separation. What reason, then, 
can there be, when the two nations re- 
ft- mble each other so strongly in their 
character, and in the basis of their 
rcs^ctive constitutions, that the ac- 
knowledged benefits of a free press 
should be permitted to one, but that 
the other should be forbidden even 
to taste its fruits ? Had the Spanish 
press been free, would there then have 
been ministers of the altar daring 
enough to say, that God had inspired 
Chailes IV, to place the government 
in the 5 hands of Godoy ?.A free press 
would speedilyliave brought about 
his fall : Vvc nad it not, and he has 
lived to bring about our ruin.” A 
warm discussion followed, whether 
the mpmhers should give their votes 


upon this question publicly or in se- 
cret. It was observed, that in Eng- 
land the gallery was always cleared 
when the speaker put the question. Ar- 
gudlcn replied, “ This was true, ami, 
accordingto the standing 01 dci s of the 
house, even the debates ought to be 
secret ; but the invariable practice 
was otherwise, because England was 
virtuous enough to respect the opi- 
nion of the people.” I Ipon this point 
the popular opinion prevailed so far, 
l hat it was determined, not only that 
the votes should be public, but that 
every deputy should deliyer his vote 
in writing, for the purpose of funi fil- 
ing an authentic list. The amend- 
ment of Garcia Heri eros, for insert ing 
the word political, and thus curtail- 
ing the proposed liberty of half its 
extent*, was universally adinirti d. The 
question was then Arricd by b'S vo'ces 
against 32 ; and of this minority, nine 
qualified their opinion by declaring, 
that they only voted against the mea- 
sure for the present. They proceed- 
ed to vote the abolition of all boards 
of ccn sine, and two other articles, de- 
claring, that authors and printers were 
responsible for the abuse of this li- 
berty ; that scandalous libels, and ca- 
lumnious writings, and works subver- 
sive of tjie fundamental principles of 
the monarchy, or offensive to public 
decency and good morals, should «be 
punished according to law ; and th it 
the respective judges and tribunals 
should look to the punishment of sin h 
offences. # m 

The sixth article declared, that all 
writings upon matters of religion 
should remain Aibject to the p/evioua 
censure of the ecclesiastic oidinances, 
according to the decirc of the coun- 
cil of*T rent. Mcxia propose^, that 
the liberty should be extended to re- 
ligious works, but he was not sup- 
ported ; even Torrcro, who had been 
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one of the moat strenuous advocates 
for the political freedom of the press, 
opposed the extension of the princi- 
ple. Authors and editors were not 
required to affix their names to their 
publications ; but the printer was re- 
quired to know who they were, a9 
otherwise he would incur the punish- 
ment which they might deserve : the 
printer was to put his name, place of 
abode, and the date of the year, on 
pain of a fine of fifty ducats, if the 
work were innocent ; and if it were 
criminal, of the same punishment as 
the author, in addition to the fine. 
They who ‘published upon religious 
subjects without the licence of the or- 
dinary, were declared subject to an ar- 
bitrary mulct, besides thtfpunishment 
which the opinions of the work itself 
might call for. Authors and editors 
who abused the liberty of the press, 
were to sufFer a punishment, accord- 
ing to law, proportionate to the mag- 
nitude of the offence ; and their names 
and sentences were to be published in 
the gazette. To secure the liberty 
of the press, and at the same time re- 
strain its abuse, the cartes was to ap- 
point a supreme board of censure, 
composed of nine individuals, who 
were to reside near the government ; 
and a similar board of five members 
in every provincial capital ; r three of 
t tli£ nine, and two of the five Mem- 
bers being secular clergy ; all of them 
men of learning, virtue, and probity, 
and of talents adequate to the weighty 
trust reposed in them. The business 
of the provincial boards should be to 
examine such works as were denoun- 
ced, and upon theiv sentence the 
judges were bound to suppress the 
book, and call in the Copies which 
might have been sold ; but their sen- 
t ence Was.iipWeiirjiti ve„ The j uthor or 
printer might demand a copy of their 
censureyiand lay it before the supreme 
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board ; if the supreme board confirm- 
ed the decision, he might requirb'thcm 
to revise their sentence; but their 
cond opinion was to be final. If the 
book w ere suppressed merely on pri- 
vate grounds, as a private libel, the in- 
dividual aggrieved had still his reme- 
dy at law against the libeller. Some 
appeal was allowed to this supreme 
bo$rd against the decision of tne or- 
dinary. The ordinary was not to re- 
fuse his licence without assigning the 
ground of his refusal, and hearing 
what the author, editor, or printer, 
could allege in behalf of the work. 
If he then persisted in his refusal, the 
person interested might lay a copy 'of 
his censure before the supreme board, 
and refer the book to their judge- 
ment ; if they found it worthy of ap- 
probation, their opinion was to be 
communicated to the ordinary, that 
he, being better informed upon the 
matter, might grant the licence if he 
thought good, in order to prevent any 
farther appeal. What that farther 
appeal was to be, was not stated in 
the decree. This was not the only 
point which, by a sort of compromise, 
was left doubtful in this decree. The 
article which empowered the supreme 
board to reverse the sentence of the 
provincial ones, declared, as it w r as 
originally worded, that upon tfreir 
approbation the book should freely 
circulate, and that no tribunal should 
impede it. Some members upon this 
required that a proviso should 1 be in- 
serted, declaring this was not intend- 
ed to intrench upon the authority of 
the inquisition. To avoid,* it ap- 
pears, this recognition of thatbalefid 
power, Luxan proposed that the lat- 
ter part of the sentence should be 
oinitted, and this was carried by a 
majority of two votes. It was a vic- 
tory for the liberal party to leave the 
question undecided. As soon as the 
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discussions were concluded* D. Fran* 
cisco Maria Ricsco* deputy for the 
junta of Extremadura* moved that 
special and honourable mention of the 
inquisition should be made in the de- 
cree j but the president replied, that 
this might be taken into consideration 
on a future occasion. 

Notwithstanding the great majori- 
ty by which the principle of the li- 
berty of the press had been carried, 
it appeared but too plainly that the 
real and enlightened*friends of liberty 
were a minority in the cortes, for the 
whole of the provisions of the decree 
tended to subvert the principle upon 
which it was founded ; and this might 
so easily have b<*en avoided, that it is 
difficult to suppose the evil was not in- 
tentional. We must not say, because 
the trial by jury is so familiar to us, 
that the Spaniards ought at once to 
have adopted k, and thus have ren- 
dered any other defence of the free- 
dom of the press unnecessary. It 
would have been no good omen to 
have seen them hastily borrowing the 
institutions of another country ; but 
when, having admitted in their dis- 
, cussions that public opinion was a 
proper check upon the proceedings 
of the government, they appointed a 
board of nine individuals, nominated 
by t^e government, to be a check up- 
on public opinion,, who doc9 not see 
that they were virtually destroying 
the freedom which they pretended to 
establish ? This would not have been 
the case if the various boards of cen- 
sure had been elected for a limited 
* time by the pcopfe * themselves ; pro- 
perMjudlifications being required in 
the^peisons to be cho&cn, and the 
electors filtering*themselvc8 through 
successive processes, as in the general 
election ; so that they in whom the fi- 


nal choice was vested should be 6dm- ' 
petent to exercise it with discretion. 

The cortea marked their sense of 
the assistance which Spain had recei- 
ved from Great Britain, by voting, 
at the motion of the deputy for Val- 
ladolid, D. Evaristo Perez de Castro, 
a monument, a9 a mark of national 
gratitude* to George III. and the 
British nation. They declared, at 
the same time, that the Spanish na- 
tion would never lay down its arms 
till it had secured its independence, 
and the absolute integrity of the mo- 
narchy in both worlds, without the 
smallest dismemberment, and till they 
had recovered their king, acthig al- 
ways in accord and 1 T 1 tne most per- 
fect union wllli Great Britain. The 
restoration of Ferdinand was spoken* 
of in this decrep; but there were many 
members who percetvedthe evils with 
which the return of that poor prince 
was likely to be attended. If the 
F rench official account of his conduct, 
upon the attempt of the British go- 
vernment to effect his deliverance, 
could be trusted, he was still hoping 
to be adopted by marriage into t! e 
family of the mail who had betrayed 
him and usurped his throne. Buo- 
naparte had now found that the Spa- 
nish people were not to be subdued 
like the despicable sovereigns of the 
nortlf ; it v, as reported at this tin* 1 , 
that he was about to make Joseph 
abdicate his wretched crown ; and no- 
thing was more probable than that, 
having failed to crush the Spaniards 
by force, he shoifld attempt to enthral 
them by artifice, making Use of Fer- 
dinand for his Cool. In 
contemplation of this dan- Dec. 29. 
ger, Banul mfi\t*d, that all 
acts aftd treaties made by « king, of 
Spain in a state of captivity should 


Some very able comments upon thh subject appeared in the Espanol No. IX*. 
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be declared null and void. A rguel- 
les supported the motion. “ It was 
necessary,** he said, “to take this 
subject into the fullest consideration. 
Buonaparte had preserved the lives 
of Ferdinand and his brother and un- 
cle for purposes which were not, per- 
haps, generally perceived, thinking 
by their means to introduce dissen- 
tions amongthc Spaniards, and obtain 
by intrigue what he had not been able 
to effect by arms. From the moment 
of Baron Kelly’s failure, the public 
ought to have been prepared for the 
most extraordinary events. Let us 
suppose, ** be continued, “ that the 
innocent and ingenuous Ferdinand, 
who, young as he is, and educated as 
lie has been, is little ablest o withstand 
Yhc artifices of the tyrant, should be 
compelled to contract, one o £ those 
marriages which ‘•have proved the 
source of inexhaustible calamities to 
Spain. May not the tyrant send him 
into Spain, surrounded by his satel- 
lites and advisers, many of whom to 
our sorrow are Spaniards, accompa- 
nied with an army apparently national, 
composed of Spanish prisoners, and 
augmented by weak, and indolent, and 
selfish men : ought we in such a case 
to hesitate a moment how to act ? 
The cortes arc bound by oath to pre- 
serve the independence and ‘integrity 
o£ the nation ; they must keep that 
oath, or be buried under its ruins. 
The usurper may attempt to treat 
with us, promising to restore the 
king, to make improvements and re- 
forms in the nation, and to evacuate 
the peninsula ; but what security will 
he offer ? Let us reply as the Roman 
senate did to Hannibal, when at the 
gates of Rome he offered to treat for 
peace : — him quit the territory of 
the rcpuhlvh and we will listen to his 
proposal*” Argm lles spoke to will- 
ing auditors. Gallcgo moved, that in 


case Ferdinand should cede any of the 
Spanish provinces to France, all per- 
sons obeying his proclamations should 
be declared traitors. Quintana said, 
that if he entered Spain with arms in 
his hands, and with the aid of Buo- 
naparte, he must be treated as an ene- 
my ; to which D. Andres de Llano, 
member for Guatemala added, that 
if jie came under Napoleon's direc- 
tions, war should be carried on against 
him under the black flag. In con- 
formity to this 'Universal feeling* of 
the cortcs and the nation, a decree 
was issued on the first day of the en- 
suing y declaring, that, having al- 
ready declaicd null and of no effect 
the renunciation which Ferdinand had 
made at Bayonne, not only because 
of his want of liberty, but for want 
of the essential and indispensable con- 
sent of the nation, they now declared 
null and of no effect, in like manner* 
all acts, treaties, conventions, or trans- 
actions of every kind which the king 
might authorize while he remained in 
his present state of duresse, whether 
in the country of the enemy or in 
Spain, so long as he was surrounded 
by the arms, and under the direct or 
indirect influence of the usurper. The 
nation would never consider him as 
free, nor render him obedience, till 
they should see him 1 in the mid$£ of 
his faithful subject?, and in the bo- 
som ut the national congress. They 
declared, that every contravention of 
this decree should be considered as 
an act of hostility against the coun- 
try, and that the Spaniards would 
never lay down their arms, nor listen 
to^any proposition for accommb<l^|on 
of any kind, till Spain had been com- 
pletely evacuated by The troops which : 
ltad so injintlv invaded it. 

Cadiz presented at this time one 
of the most extraordinary spectacles 
in history. The enemy surrounded 
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the bay, and possessed all the adjoin- 
ing country, wherever they could co- 
ver it with their troops, or scour it 
with their cavalry. From this neck 
of land the cortes legislated for all the 
kingdoms of Spain. The tyrant, and 
the intruder, and their sycophants, 
affected to regard it with contempt ; 
but their inward fear could not be 
disguised, and the proceedings of this 
assembly, the first free parliameV. 
which had ever met together in the 
peninsula, were regarded with the 
deepest anxiety wherever the Spanish 
language extends. Many of the mem- 
bers of this illustrious body, having 
lost their whole property in tin* go, 
neral wreck, were dependent upon 
friendship even for th*ir necessary 
food. A. stipend was allowed them ; 
but some of those provinces which 
were occupied by tin* enemy could 
not find means of paying this stipend, 
and no provision for remedying this 
evil had been yet devised ; they who 
had professions could not support 
themselves bv them, because the bu- 
siness of the cortes engrossed their 
whole attention ; their .-elf-denying 
ordinance excluded them fiom all of- 
fices of emolument ; and cases are 
said to have occm\d, in which some 
of the deputies had not wherewith to 
buy oil for a kntp to give thcmdight. 
Undfcr these circumstances these men 
respected th» n:i i Ives, and were ic- 
s pec ted by the nation whom they re- 
presented, accord mg to the true stand- 
ard of their worth, in the bay, "the 
English squadron, pait of that fleet 
which had :o long blockaded this 
very.jKwt^ was riding at anchor side 
by f bide with those ships, which for 
to many years It ad bonie a hostile 
flag, but which were now under that 
saint 1 flag, engaged in a cau.,e as vi- 
tally dear to England as to Spain. 
For three centuries, Cadiz had been 


one of the most important ports in 
the world : it was now crowded with 
vessels more than at any former time ; 
for its increased population drew thi- 
ther traders from all parts of the 
commercial world. The re-appearance 
of the yellow fever in the autumn, 
threatened it with a danger far more 
dreadful than the enemy ; providen-. 
tially it was far less prevalent than on 
any former visitation, though there 
was so much reason to apprehend that 
it would prove more destructive. It 
was more fatal at Alicant and Car- 
tlwgena ; but the whole mortality was 
as nothing compared to its former ra- 
vages. • 

The siege of Cadiz was protracted, 
on the part oft the enemy , because the 
place was impregnable by any land* 
force ; # and on the part of the besie- 
ged, because tire people of Cadi/ were 
not like the Zaragozans. The most 
remarkable event which occurred du- 
ring the latter half of the year was, t har. 
a shell, thrown from one of the ships, 
killed the French General Sernmnont, 
the commander-in-chief of the artille- 
ry ; Col. DegewicHjthe director of the 
park ; and Capt. PinontleJIe, another 
very distinguished officer. Sernamont 
was an officer in such esteem, that 
his heart was embalmed to be sent to 
Franco, sftd placed at the disposal of 
the eaipcror. An expedition, undy;- 
taken, by Lord DJanoy, from Gibral- 
tar, for the purpose of destroying 
some privateers and gun-boats which 
the enemy had fitted out at Malaga, 
failed in consequence of a strut ap/.u - 
A party of French cavalry weie mis- 
taken for Spaniards, though it is said 
the German deserters in the expedi- 
tion declared >hemto be Fiench; tlie.’r 
warning was disregarded, aqd the con- 
sequences proved fatal, hlbrii JUaucy 
and about 200 men wer made pri- 
soners ; Major Grant ami some thiitv 
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or forty killed. A far more import- 
ant enterprize met with a still more 
lamentable termination. An expedi- 
tion sail -id from Coruna to occupy 
and fortify Santona, a position of 
prime importance in the north of 
Spain. It was under the command 
of Renovales, whose exploits in the 
rallies of Roncal are among the many 
heroic actions which the Emits of a 
work like this compel the annalist re- 
luctantly to pass over. A tremen- 
dous gale frustrated a plan which 
otherwise could not have failed of 
success. The squadron was disper- 
sed, and a Spanish frigate and brig 
foundered in the bay of Santona, and 
all on board perished. This failure 
is perhaps more to be r^retted than 
any other single event during the war. 

In the course of the year the ene- 
my had obtained /nan/ great and im- 
portant advantages. They had occu- 
pied the kingdoms of Andalusia 5 they 
had reduced all the fortresses in Ca- 
talonia, Tarragona excepted ; and they 
had gained possession of Ciudad Rod- 
rigo and Almeida. Still the aspect 
of affairs was leas unfavourable than 


it had been at the close of 1809. At 
that time, Andalusia was laid open to 
the French ; the Spaniards were un- 
der an unpopular government, and 
had no cortes to which they looked 
with coniidence ; the submission of 
Austria left Buonaparte at liberty to 
direct his whole attention and his 
whole force to the conquest of the 
peninsula ; the difficulty of co-ope- 
ration with the Spaniards on our part 
had been grievously proved ; and our 
army,# after a victory more brilliant 
than any of modern times, seemed to 
be mouldering away in sickness and 
inaction. Now, that army, acting in 
qonj unction with Romana, and with 
a Portugueze force raised and disci- 
plined by Great Britain, was baffling 
and defying the utmost force which 
Buonaparte could send against it ; 
the Spanish people, after the defeat 
and dispersion of their armies^ were 
displaying a spirit of patriotism which 
no military power could subdue ; and 
the Spanish government was begin- 
ning to adopt those measures which 
were best calculated to strengthen 
that spirit and support it. 
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Kirn’s Speech at the close of the Session, Release of Sir Francis Burdett, 
Commercial Embarrassments * Negotiations for an Exchange of Prisoners . 
Arrival of Lucien Buonaparte in England, Death of the Princess 
Amelia, Illness of the King f and Parliamentary Proceedings consequent 
thereon y till January 1 5th, 1811. , 


Parliament wasprorogued by com- 
mission before the Fall of Ciudad Rod- 
rigo : the king, in his speech, repeat- 
ed the assurance of his “ firm and un- 
altered . conviction, that 
June 21. not only the honour of his 
throne, but the best in- 
terests of his dominions, required his 
most strenuous and persevering as- 
sistance to the glorious efforts of 
the Spaniards and Portuguese.” He 
congratulated the country upon the 
conquest of Guadaloupe, which, with 
the capture of the only colonies in 
the West Indies that had remained 
in the possession of the Dutch, had 
deprived the enemy of every port in 
those seas, from whence our islands 
or our commerce could be molested. 
He expressed also his satisfaction, 
that the resources of the country, 
“ manifesting themselves by every 
mark of prosperity, by a revenue in- 
creasing in almost all its branches, 
and by a commerce extending itself 
in new channels, pnd with an increa- 
sed vigour, in proportion as the ene- B 
my had in vain attempted to destroy 
it, had enabled parliament to provide 
for the expences of the year, without 
imposing, the burden of any new taxa- 


tion in Great ^Britain ; and that, while 
the taxes which had been necessarily, 
resorted to for Ireland, had been im- 
posed tipon articles .which would not 
interfere with the growing prosperity 
of that country, they had found it 
consistent, with a due regard to jta 
finances, to diminish some of those 
burdens, and relax some of those re- 
gulations of revenue, which had been 
found most inconvenient in that part 
of the united kingdom.” The speech 
concluded with a reference to that 
spirit of insubordination which Sir 
Francis Burdett’s conduct had called 
into actio®. “ His majesty,” it said, 
w ha^ commanded us to recommend 
to you, upon your return to yoflr 
respective counties, to use your best 
exertions to promote that spirit of 
order and obedience to the lajys, 
and that general concord amongst all 
classes of his majesty’s subjects, which 
can alone give full effect to his ma- 
jesty’s paternal iare for the welfare 
and happine^ of his people. His 
majesty has the fullest reliance upon 
the affections of his subjects, whose 
loyalty and attachment nave hitherto 
supported him through that long and 
eventful period, during which it has 
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pleased Divine Providence to commit 
the interests of these dominions to 
his charge. His majesty feels, that 
the preservation of domestic peace 
and tranquillity, under the protection 
of the law, and in obedience to its 
authority, is amongst the most im- 
portant duties which he owes to his 
people. His majesty commands us 
to assure you, that he will not be 
wanting in the discharge of that duty ; 
and his majesty will always rely with 
confidence on the continued support 
of Ins loyal subjects, to enable him 
to resist with success the designs of 
foreign enemies, and to transmit un- 
impaired to posterity the blessings of 
tjie British constitution. ” 

From the time of Sii*Francis Bur- 
•dett's committal, the agitators had 
omitted no * means of keeping up the 
spirit which he had excited. “ Now 
that he had hia signals flying,” they 
aaid, “the people of England would 


stand boldly by him, and support hiL 
to triumphant victory. The day on 
which he departed from the Tower 
would be the proudest in his life,— 
it would be a real jubilee ; there was 
not a house from John-6- Groats to 
the Lands-Eud, who$e inhabitants 
would not rejoice.” The livery of 
London, with that folly and intem- 
perance which of late years have cha- 
racterized their proceedings, voted an 
address of thanks to Sir Francis for 
his cdnduct, whfbli was presented by 
a deputation, with the sheriffs at their 
head, “ A late petition of theirs,” 
said one of the demagogue journal* 
hts, “ was not received by the king ; 
they were refused the honour of pre- 
senting it to him, cither on the throne 
or at the leva' ; they were refused 
the honour of coming into the pre- 
sence of the king. Well — they had 
not been refused the honour of co- 
ming into the presence of Sir Fran- 


* The' following is a specimen of the talents of this party for misrepresentation. 
It deserves to be preserved for its egregious ub-mduy. 

“ To the Editor of l fir Morning. Chronicle . 

“ Sjr* — W e have all read, with detestation and horror, the accounts of the Secret 
Tribunals in Germany during the dark ages, when the unhappy victims were dragged 
at midnight before their 'unfeeling judges, on the slightest crimes, and without being 
allowed to face their accusers*, and there are few of us who haveuot burnt with in- 
dignation at the recital. We wonder how a nation, that has ever tasted of liberty, 
should so tar forget its true interests, as to suffer so violent art encroachment on its 
rights : — and yet our astonishment w ill be somewhat abated, when we find that even 
Englishmen, at the present day, can suffer such transactions to pass over with impu- 
nity, as, in the hands of some future elegant historian, may equally rouse t'he feel- 
ing: of posteiity, 

h * I allude, sir, to th6 recent attempts of a certain assembly to set themselves pbovc 
the la,w of the land. In what particular does their conduct differ from that of* the 
tribunals above mentioned? I heir sittings are always by night : their m$$tingp arc 
rendered stcret at the 7 mere will of any one of the members : their victims are. not 
allowed to face their accusers: neither have they the opportunity r of defending them- 
selves : and moreover, they may be sent to prison without the possibility of an Appeal 
to the Jaw* of the land. JbiiHy ftiis picture is equally true with that pf the secret 
tribunals abbve alluded to; and equally calls for the reprobation of every sincere 
frieutl of his country, who is desirous of preventing so foul a stain on tbe page of 
its history. jS. P. O. R ” 
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^is! They had met with no refusal church bells of many parishes rung, the 
there ! At the Tower they were wcl- streets through which the procession 
come !” was to pass were soon filled with peo- 

Mr Sheriff Wood told Sir Francis, pie, wearing medals and blue favours ; 
that his release could not be a tri- the windows were crowded with wo- 


umph for the people of England, un- 
less it were obtained by the vindica- 
tion and legal establishment oF those 
grand principles of the contitution, 
which had been so grossly violated # in 
his person. — A triumph, nevertheless, 
the agitators were resolved to have, 
and preparations we fe made for It with 
as much form and publicity, as for 
a coronation or the funeral of Nelson ! 
The order of the intended procession 
wtfs published, stating where the* gei 
tlemen who intended to walk were to 
assemble, and where those who in- 
tended to ride, and where the car- 
riages. Gentlemen on horseback, with 
white wands, were to attend, to mar- 
shal each division ; the members of the 
common council and livery were to 
join the ceremony ; bands of music, 
and banners, and trumpeters, were 
prepared ; and, that no one might be 
in want of Sir Francis’s dark blue fa- 
vours, a person drove about the streets 
in an open carriage to sell them, till 
he had collected such a mob in St 
Giles’s, that he was committed to the 
watch-house. 

The sheriffs tlfought it necessary to 
warn all persons against committing 
anybreachof the peace, on an occasion 
which was so likely to produce dis- 
turbances, in the' tlicn inflamed state 
of popular feeling. The lord mayor 
received an intimation from the home 
secretary, to take proper measures 
for preserving the peace of the city ; 
arid for the purpose of assisting the 
tivil power, in cifte it should be found 
necessary, the volunteers were called 
out, and .tropp^ stationed in proper 
places. When the day of the proroga- 
tion arrival, the slions were shut, the 


men, displaying thecolours of the he- 
ro of the day ; bands of music, with ban- 
ners flying, proceeded from various 
parts of tlje town toward Tower-hill, 
and marrow-bones and cleavers were 
heard in every direction. The various 
divisions assembled at their stations, 
and being marshalled by the gentle- 
men on horseback with white wands, 
the whole procession met on Tower- 
hill, expecting momently* that the 
prorogation would be announce!!, and 
Sir Francis come forth, when to thei* 
litter astonislfment they were inform- 
ed that Sir Francis was gone : hehad # 
crossedithe rivjr incognito, where his 
own carriage was waiting to convey 
him to Wimbledon. Grievous as this 
disappointment was, they resolved, ne- 
vertheless, that the ceremony should 
take place ; and accordingly the peo- 
ple had their procession, the mob 
huzzaed, and the ladies flourished 
their handkerchiefs, ignorant, till the 
empty phaeton appeared, that the real 
presence was wanting. Amid all these 
preparations, Gale Jones, in whose 
case the Question had originated, and 
who had a much better claim to po- 
puldt*sympathy than Sir Francis, 
totally overlooked. Neither the gen- 
tlemen on foot, nor those on horse- 
back, nor those in carriages, had 
made any arrangement for honouring 
his release, or conveying him in tri- 
umph ; some humbler friends, indeed, 
had a hackney ^oach ready for him, 
and wrote his name upon the* back 
and sides in chalk. In this vehicle be- 
took l\h seat, and a’party of. the mob 
soon relieved the horses frtfm the trou- 
ble of drawing him. 

The procession did not reach 
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Francis’s house in Piccadilly, its ap- 
pointed goal,* till about eight in the 
evening ; there it broke up : but an 
hour afterwards, the thousands who 
had dispersed were scarcely missed 
from the throng. The more riotous 
remained : as night closed they in- 
sisted upon an illumination $ and their 
orders were obeyed from ^Piccadilly 
to the Mansion House, those persons 
who refused obedience having their 
windows broken. This, however, was 
the only mischief which took place. 
Two members of the committee who 
arranged the procession, waited that 
night upon Sir Francis, to obtain an 
explanation of Jhis conduct in thus 
disappointing his friends. Sir Fran- 
cis said, “ It had been the result of 
the deepest reflection, and had occu- 

S ied his mind more than half tfhe time 
e had been in the Tower ; and not- 
withstanding the public might feel 
disappointed, and would, no doubt, 
express their disappointment strong- 
ly, yet he was convinced that in less 
tnan six weeks there would not be a 
reflecting mind in the kingdom that 
Would not approve of what he had 
done. His enemies,** he said, “ had 
been base enough to charge him with 
the blood that had been shed ; and 
had he, by gratifying hi$ personal 
vanity, been the cause of a single ac- 
cident, or the death of any person, he 
should have reflected upon it with 
pain for the remainder of his life.** 
His friends of the committee said, 
there was little probability of mis- 
chief ; and indeed such precautions 
had been taken, that it was scarcely 
ppsaihje. He replied, u there was no 
answering for public feeling.” They 
then observed, that his determination 
ought; to v have been rpade known : he 
madesfriwcY, “ !t was absolutely ne- 
cessary there should be an expression 
ofpublic sentiment ; that was now com- 


fCllAK 10. 

j 

plete, and his being in the procession 
could not have adaed td if.** ^ This 
Conversation was published with Sir 
Francis’s consent, that ft tnight satis- 
fy the disappointed people.; ; One of 
tn£ journals of the faction threw out 
a mysterious hint to strengthen this 
explanation, if such it mayb^ called. 
M A motive,** it said , u did probably 
exist for the conduct of Sir Francis, 
which, if it were what they conjectu- 
red, would be deemed more honour- 
able to him than any act of his life : but 
the moment was not yet arrived when 
that motive could be disclosed with- 
out defeating its object.** u He had 
done everything,** it was said, ** which 
was essential ; he had suffered the peo- 
ple to assemble ; he had forced go- 
vernment to pay to his influence the 
compliment of inarching an army to 
the metropolis j and he had drawn 
forth and mustered the population of 
all London on the question.’* The 
people, however, were not satisfied ; 
many had come from the country to 
join in the procession ; one party Was 
said to have travelled post from York- 
shire, and just arrived in time to be 
disappointed; they thought them- 
selves deceived by Sir Francis, or at 
least treated With disrespect ; and his 
conduct was variously accounted for, 
but generally disapproved. Some at- 
tributed it to an apprehension that 
Gale Jones would be seated beside 
him in the triumphal car, and to his 
jealousy of a rival and colleague in 

E opularity ; but there seems to have 
een no intention of this kind* ' fend 
the party were quite as willing as 
Sir Francis himself that Cafe Jonel 
should be kept out of sight. The 
alleged reason that bis presence might 
have rendered mischief more likely, 
bore with it little appearance of vali- 
dity ; ill-humour aha disappointment 
were not the imst probable means of 



.HISTORY OF EUROPE. 


SI* 


Chap . I9-] 


Snaking the mob peaceable, especially 
xrhcn it was so certainly to be expect- 
ed that his absence would be attri- 
buted, not to. his own choice, but to 
. the interference of government. The 
general opinion •. ascribed his conduct 
to the most natural cause,— -a compli- 
ance with the solicitations of his fa- 
mily that he should not expose him- 
self to that personal danger, whichj in 
case of .tumult, might so easily occur. 
But whatever was the cause, the po- 
pularity of Sir Frauds from that day 
was on the wane ; the progress of his 
proceedings at law upon the question 
were regarded by the public without 
interest ; and when it was finally de- 
cided by the courts of law to which he 
had appealed, that the measures of the 
House of Commons towards him had 
been as constitutional and legal as 
they were necessary, the event passed 
with as little notice as a common suit 
•at law. 

Magna Charta and the constitu- 
tion had no sooner ceased to be the 
subject of alarm among popular poli- 
ticians, than new matter was found 
for fear and prophecy in the stale of 
the finances. The loan for the year 
had been taken by the two houses of 
Sir Francis Baring and Abraham 
Goldsmidt : a pressure of commer- 
cial difficulties *was felt, occasioned 
partly by that species of hostility 
which America, at the instigation of 
France, was carrying on against us, 
partly by the increasing rigour with 
which Buonaparte’s decrees against 
English commerce wcr.e enforced in 
$Kc north of Europe, still more so by 
the Tolly with which adventurers of 
little or no capital had engaged in the 
wildest speculations, and glutted the 
markets of South America with Bri- 
tish goods.. Omnium, instead of bear- 
ing a premium, .as in ordinary times, 
was at a discount, when Sir Francis 
VOL. III. PART i.' \ 


Baring died, and that circumstance 
depressed it farther, though there was 
not a doubt of the responsibility of 
his house. At the end of September 
it, fdl to 5 and 6 per cent, discount. 
Heavy as the loss would have been, 
the other house could well have borne 
its pai i, and would have received that 
prompt £nd liberal assistance which 
its own liberality so well deserved ; 
but Abraham Goldsmidt had been 
accustomed to uninterrupted prospe- 
rity, and could not bear even a mo- 
mentary reverse ; and rather than in- 
timate to his friends that; he needed 
their support, he shot himself. There 
was the more reason for imputing this 
rash act to insanity, because one eff 
his brothers* without any apparent 
motive, had committed suicide before 
him. No single event ever produced 
so groat a shock in the city. Omnium 
fell in the course of that day to 10$ 
discount. The discount, however, 
was finally reduced to about 4 per 
cent., and public credit speedily re- 
covered. But the effect of the rash 
speculations to South America con- 
tinued to show itself in numerous 
bankruptcies, and an alarm had been 
raised by a Report of a Committee 
of the House of Commons* which had 
been appointed to inquire into the 
state of bullion,-— a prolific source of 
controversy and confusion, the history 
of which belongs to the annals of the 
ensuing year. 

While this happy topic for the dis- 
putatious was ^float, the hopes and 
fears of a far more numerous part of 
the community were excited by a ne- 
gociation for ar^exchange of prison- 
ers* A proposal, on the part of Franco, 
for the exchange of an indi- 
vidual * led to this negocia- O sf. 
tion ; the British govern* 1809, 
meat, in refusing its assent 
to this proposal, professed its rcadi - 
t 2 K 
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ness to enter into arrangements for a 
general exchange. No immediate no- 
tice was taken of this overture ; hut 
the French General Brcukr, made 
prisoner at Vimciro, having been per- 
mitted to return to France, his ac- 
count of the disposition of the Eng- 
lish government upon this subject in- 
duced M. Riviere, head of iyic of the 
A r m' ‘Apartments of the marine, 

lj'fvl" - * *° a( H rc ’ ss a fetter to the 
* ‘‘ Transport Boinl. “Three 
points,” he said, “ had hitherto pre- 
vented the establishment of* a cartel : 
the dill'ii ulties aiising from the Eng- 
lish detained in France at the com- 
meiicerttentof the war, whom he should 
call hostages, the Hanoverian army, 
and the anny of St DomVngo. These 
difficulties might be discussed by com- 
missaries, who might jpcct at* Mor- 
laix to detennine \ipon the basis of a 
<^eneral exchange ; for he was autho- 
tr/ed to say, that his government 
desired an exchange in mass on both 
.side in which there would he r.o 
difficulty in comprizing the allies of 
England. It was well understood,” 
lie added, “ that prisoners of war 
might be ransomed, and that that 
nation whk.li had the greatest num- 
ber should deceive as an equivalent a 
certain sum in the form of ransom, 
as might be specified in the terms of 
«» the convention.” )*n re- 

Jftn. I(>, ply, our gov, mirnent con- 
sented that those persons 
should he exchanged whom M. Ri- 
vicTV called hostage*, but who in Eng- 
lish history will always be called dc - 
lenns : oui language alforda no ap- 
j i iprijtc name for li/gm, and we must 
therefore borrow from Fiance a term 
for per: uus made prisoners by a Irea- 
chif-y^H euliar ti Liic present French 
government*. Our government also 
ait iced, that the ILutovcriau troops 
actually drt lined in J/iancc as prison- 


ers should be exchanged upon thef 
same terms as British prisoners. With 
regard to the third difficulty, it con- 
sented that the prisoners of the army 
of St Domingo should be sent to 
France, on conditions calculated to set- 
tle satisfactorily two questions which 
wcie then in dispute between the 
agents of the respective governments ; 
namely, the interpretation of the terms 
of "the capitulation of St Domingo, 
and the balance of 190.1 men, alleged 
by the* government of France to be 
due on the numbers already released. 
With this view government was rea- 
dy, in cm 'barge of that alleged ba- 
lance, to allow an equal numb.T'of 
the army of St Domingo to be con- 
sidered as exchanged and at liberty 
to serve, and the remainder, who were 
calculated at 912 men, should be sent 
to France on their parole, conforma- 
bly to the interpretation which the 
French government gave to the terms 
of capit illation. The reply concluded 
by declaring, that the principle of 
ransom should not form any part of 
the arrangement. 

M. Riviere replied, that the diffi- 
culty concerning tire detenus was re- 
moved, and there was no objection to 
the arrangement for the 
army of St Domingo ; but Feb* 19. 
the proposition respecting 
tin* Hanoverian sw/is not clear. “ The 
Hanoverian army,” he said, “ 17.000 
strong, were made prisoners by a po- 
sitive capitulation ; if the men were 
left in Hanover, it was purely by con- 
descension ; they ought not to serve 
till they were exchanged : neverthe- 
less, a part of that army, boutod as it 
is by that capitulation, is at this time 
serving in your rank's. To refuse to 
Exchange them, would be equally to 
disregard the most sacred laws of war, 
and those of honour, which make the 
guarantee of military stipulations. If,” 

r * - 
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Continued this Frenchman, ° as his 
excellency the minister of marine 
wi vies to believe, you are animated 
by the desire of restoring to their 
con itry near 1(5,000 *»f your fellow- 
citizens who are in our hands, a num- 
ber more considerable, in proportion 
to the respective population of the 
two countries, than that of the F t ench 
in yours, you will be ' specially care- 
ful to give your commissary instrb, - 
tions tending to a good understand- 
ing upon this important point. There 
is also another proposition to which 
you have not replied, and which is 
too important to be omitted ; it rc 
lat-es to the allies of England, whom 
I announced to you that I was au- 
thorized to include in the exchange. 
In fact, is it not a point of justice l hat 
the Spaniards, whom wo have taken 
in the midst of your ranks in the 
kingdom of Leon, in Galhcia, during 
ihe retreat of General Moore, and 
afterwards in the campaign of Talave- 
ra, and at the battle of Ocana, should 
be comprized in the same cai tel ? One 
Spaniard whom you should lake back 
to Cadiz, uould, by his single pre- 
sence, produce a far greater effect 
for your cause, than the return of 
a FiCiichir.au would be useful to 
France.” 

If upon any »nbject a government 
can possibly be justified in making 
derogatory concessions, and rect o ing 
insolent language without resenting 
it, it would be upon an exchange of 
prisoners, where the happiness ot so 
many thousand families is at stake. 
The Admiral, y, without noticing the 
toneof»M. Riviere’s communication, 
replied by simply informing him, that 
they had appointed a commissioner, 
according to his intimation. Mr Mac- 
kenzie was the English commission- 
er, M. Mouatier the French one. 


The points respecting the detains 
and the army of St Do- 
mingo had been . once- May 19. 
ded by the Biitish go. 
vernment : they now authorised Mr 
M icken/Je to agree u the * xch.inge 
of French subjects for such Hanove- 
rians a-, having composed a part of 
the army ot the electorate un ier 
General W lhnoden, wen* now < i. her 
actually serving in the Bnt:>h army, 
or were detained in France as prison- 
ers of war, and could ictually be pro- 
duced as such. Mr Mackcu/.i • point- 
ed out to the French commission- 
er the absuidity of pretending that 
Great Britain ought to deliver up 
French subjects in exchange toe rnep 
who were either living uudei French 
controul, orm tin? ieh, Dutch, op 
P rusbi m servio*. A !1 non-combatants 
we proposed, flioulj be released with- 
out exchange, a clear advantage in 
point of number to the French ; sol- 
diers and sailors to be exchanged man 
for man, and rank for rank ; and lists 
to be interchanged of all officers who 
had broken their parole, who should 
be considered as not at liberty to serve 
till they were exchanged, and should 
be put at the bottom of the list. 
There would remain a great surplus 
of French prisoners in our hand.;, 
whom Frtuice proposed to recover by 
one «*f two means, — on the fooling of 
random, or of exchanging them Tor 
the allies of Great Britain. The 
ransom, according to tin* cartel of 
17 SO, was considered wholly iinuL'ii'** 
si hie, on accouift of the sinking dif- 
fci cnees of the situation of the two 
countries, and of the war, at that 
time and at lli? present; up*on the 
other means/ 1 he British government 
expected that France would propose 
some plan for carrying k into* effect, 
and obviating the many and obvious 
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difficulties which made Great Britain 
fear no satisfactory arrangement would 
be concluded. 

M. Moustier now required that the 
basis of the negociatiou should he, 
the general, absolute and 
May 25. simultaneous deliverance of 
all the prisoners on both 
sides, of what nation soever. He 
delivered in a project upon these 
grounds, but the detail was not per- 
fectly consistent with the principle 
which he had laid down ; it propo- 
sed that all the French, Russian, and 
Dutch prisoners, and all prisoners sub- 
jects of the powers in alliance with, 
or in,the service of France, Russia, 
and Denmark, /should be immediately 
transported to their owp country, or 
♦delivered to French commissaries ap- 
pointed for that purpose. English 
prisoners to be in likt- mann'er libe- 
rated; but the Spanish, Poitugueze, 
and Sicilian prisoners to be exchan- 
ged, 500 at a time, for a like number 
of French prisoners in the hands of 
their respective countrymen ; and af- 
ter all the Frencli had been thus ex- 
changed, the surplus of Spanish pri- 
soners were to be delivered without 
exchange, so that no prisoners would 
remain on either side. The British 
government was to come to an under- 
standing with Russia and* Denmark 
upon this convention : the Spanish 
government was not mentioned in the 
project. Great Britain w as thus call- 
ed upon to stipulate for the conduct 
of % her allies, without any communi- 
cation or concert with them; and it 
was perceived that the object at which 
France was aiming, was to effect an 
immediate exchang^of all the French 
prisoners for all the British ones, in 
which the advantage would J>e very 
greatly on .her side. But tl .* British 
government was desirous of effecting 
an exchange upon the principle which 


hud been started, and proposed a pro I 
ject of its own, which rendered the 
application of that principle perfect- 
ly equitable to all parties. Accord- 
ing to this proposal, the British and 
French prisoners were to be exchan- 
ged thousand for thousand, the 
ienus included, and 2000 allowed for 
the Hanoverians, that being the ut- 
most number of those included in 
Wulmodcn’s capitulation who were in 
the British service. The Spanish 
and French prisoners were then to be 
exchanged in like manner. When all 
the French prisoners in Spain had 
been thus released, the balance of 
Spanish prisoners was to be exchan- 
ged against the balance of French 
prisoners in England, thousand by 
thousand ; and when the balance op 
either side should be exhausted, the 
surplus should be immediately sent 
back to its own country, but on pa- 
role not to serve till regularly ex r 
changed. The two contracting go- 
vernments should undertake to com- 
municate to their respective allies the 
terms of this convention, and to use 
their influence to engage them to ac- 
cede thereto. 

The reply to this project was per- 
fectly in the spirit of the insolent go- 
vernment from which it proceeded. 
tf Mr Mackenzie’s epunter- 
project,” it said, t( admit- July 2. 
ted the principle r of a gene- 
ral liberation of all the prisoners on 
both sides : being on'.e agreed upon 
that point, it seemed impossible not 
to comcto an understanding upon the 
means of effecting it ; for the princi- 
ple was not agreed upon for the sake 
of adopting, on one side or on the 
other, means which would tend to 
.annul it, or to elude its most import- 
ant consequences. Under this point 
of view the English project was to 
be considered. It proposed a partial 
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exchange of English prisoners for 
French, and then made the exchange 
of the remaining French depend upon 
the result of negociations to be open- 
ed with the Spanish juntas. But 
those juntas/ 9 said the French commis- 
sary, “ are not a single government. 
That of Gallicia has nothing in com- 
mon with the junta of Cadiz, nor the 
junta of Cadiz with that of Valenoia. 
These governments changing their 
direction every insjant, as popular 
commotions affect them, no business 
can be carried on with them ; arid the 
liberation of the French prisoners who 
might remain in England must not 
be subjected to the decision of such 
assemblies. After having acknow- 
ledged the principle of a general li- 
beration, the execution is rendered 
impossible, if it is pretended that it 
must depend upon the caprice or va- 
jjabilityof these bodies. The French 
government '* knows that the juntas 
of Gallicia, of Valencia, and the other 
insurrectional governments in Spain, 
arc already subdued, or will very 
speedily disappear : it will thus be- 
come impossible to execute these 
parts of the treaty with them, and it 
may be foreseen that England will 
then refuse to set at liberty the French 
prisoners remaining in her power, af- 
ter the total exchange of the English 
prisoners. The adaption of the Bri- 
tish counter-project would in this 
manner prove to be that of a partial 
exchange, liberating the whole of the 
British prisoners, and a part only of 
the French, The Spanish juntas may 
refuse the proposed exchange, — it 
may be impossible to carry on a ne- 
gociation with these assemblies, or 
they may speedily cease to exist : — 
here are three obstacles to this part 
of the counter>project, which will 
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prevent the liberation of the French 
from being effected. The only and 
incontestable nv»ans of completely ex- 
ecuting the principle which has been 
agreed upon, is to bring into Calais 
roads all the French, and allies of the 
French, who are prisoners in Engian 
to bring there also all the English 
prisoners,* and as many of the allies of 
England as shall make together an 
equivalent number, and then to com- 
plete the exchange. By this means 
the exchange, depending only upon 
the will of the two governments, 
will be real. From Calai9 the British 
government may transport th* Spa- 
nish prisoners to those parts of Spain 
which are stilVn insurrection, and there 
do with them what it may think lit* 
The surplus of the Spanish prisoners 
may tlibn be exchanged against the 
Fiench prisoners in Spain, and the 
British government shall promise its 
interference, as far as circumstances 
will permit, to effect this agree- 
ment.” M. Mousticr added, “he flat- 
tered himself that the truth of these 
observations would strike the British 
commissioner, and that he would ac- 
knowledge that the execution of a 
principle admitted by the two go- 
vernments could not be made to de- 
pend upoj} the pleasure of insurrec- 
tional governments, which, consider- 
ing the immense forces that the cafin 
now beginning to operate upon the 
continent permitted Fiance to dis- 
pose of, evidently could not last lgng 
enough for the oounter-project to be 
completely carried into execution. It 
was not from a spirit of pride or pre- 
sumption that h> insisted upon this 
point but tq prove his argument, 
that if^tlie plan of the English were 
adopted, the situation ofjhe r Amain- 
ing French prisoners in England 


* A la conscience . 
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would become hopeless and unexam- 
pled. In fact/' he continued, “ m 
the actual state of the balance of pri- 
soners between France and England, 
it is evident that, in relation to the 
respective population of the two na- 
tions, each has nearly the same pro- 
portion of prisoners ; consequently 
there musi be the same prop.,rnon of 
wishes forme d for tin ir deliverance, of 
guarantees for the treatment which 
they receive, and of power of reprisal, 
ifciivumstauc *ssliould render reprisals 
neci s wiry. But if we begin to deli- 
ver nil the* English prisoners, Eng- 
land will no longer have any interest 
in this portion P of the evil? of war, 
and the French prisoner^ in England 
will hud themselves without any gua- 
rantees for tlu ir exchange, or for the 
treatment w.Vc.'i they ‘may he* made 
to suffer. Upon this reasoning the 
principle of a general exchange is 
founded, and this reasoning, equally 
forcible in reason, in policy, and in 
humanity, will not permit the admis- 
sion of means of execution ti nding 
directly to change the consequences. 9 ' 

Mr Mackenzie was instruct! d to 
reply, that the British government 
perceived with great regret, in M. 

MoustiiVs note, a tone of 
Aug. 2 expression, and a Jumper of 
discussion, so little corre- 
sponding with the conciliatory and 
moder •' spirit in which the negocia- 
tion h d been conducted on the part 
of pro t Iritam, and so little calcu- 
lated to • complish the object which 
both governments professed to have 
in view. hi. Moiibticr was reminded 
tine, tin* principle really adopted was 
the gcneial exchange <>JT all the pri- 
cO/r^s on all sides, whereas vvjiat he 
was ai'guing for was the liberation of 
all i rench piisoiicrs in England con- 
temporaneously with that of all Eng- 
lish piisoucrsni France, in which the 


whole advantage, notwithstanding hi* 
singular argument, was on the side 
of France. Even according to M. 
Moustier’s last proposal, the execu- 
tion of the principle, as relating to 
the Spaniards and French, would de- 
pend upon' the successful interven- 
tion of the British government with 
that of Spain, which he was plea- 
sed, to call insurrectional. " It was 
not consistent,” Mr Mackenzie said, 
“ \vitl\ the functions with which the 
respective commissioners were char- 
ged, that the question, as to the go- 
vernment of ^pain, should be set- 
tled or cun discussed between them. 
He must however observe, that a go- 
vernment capable of sending forth 
armies which could take prisoners 
from its enemies, was at least compe- 
tent to treat with them for the ex- 
change of chose prisoners. That go- 
vernment, which Great Britain ac- 
knowledged as her ally, must at least 
be consulted by her in what related 
to its interests, its feelings, and its 
honour. It was for that government 
to decide whether it ivas willing to 
purchase the release of so many thou- 
sand Spaniards, who might co-ope- 
rate in its defence, at the ex pence of 
permitting the release of so many 
thousand French, who might co-ope- 
rate in its attack. l 4 he probable du- 
ration, and ultimate event of the con- 
test, it was not for the commissioners 
to anticipate ; but if the overthrow 
of that government were so certain 
and so near, that there might not be 
time even to communicate to it the 
terms of a cartel, what,” Mr Mac- 
kenzie asked, " became of all the 
arguments employed with so much 
earnestness to induce Great Briuin 
to exchange the French prisoner in 
her power for Spanish prisoners in 
the power of France ? If ihe Spanish 
war were indeed at an end, what rea • 
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son could exist why Great Britain 
should, in such a case, be ready to 
make any sacrifice for theirexchange ? 
The assent of Great Britain to ex- 
change the prisoners of her allies as 
if they were her own, was not muely 
conciliatory and humane, but liberal 
beyond example ; the details of exe- 
cution which she had proposed were 
simple and sincere, gradual, but not 
dilatory ; and the reference to In r 
allies was calculated not to impede 
the arrangement, but to remove those 
ulterior difficulties which would other- 
wise inevitably arise in its execution.” 

Mr Mackenzie then repeated the 
proposal of the British government : 
first? to exchange French and British 
prisoners ; then to exchange French 
prisoners in the power of Britain for 
the allies of Britain ; finally, to set 
the surplus, on whatever side it might 
m hc 9 at liberty, upon a positive en- 
gagement not to serve till regularly 
exchanged. “ This plan,” he argued, 
“ was not only more expedient and 
analogous to the practice of civilized 
nations, but it was also more conve- 
nient and expeditious than that pro- 
posed by the French government, — 
to march the prisoners of all nations 
and country s, from the interior of 
England and France, to Dover and 
Calpis, and there exchange them in 
masses against one another, to the 
amount, as M. Moustier stated, of 
110,000 persons. Even if such a 
plan were capable of execution, vyhich 
might well be doubted, it would be 
attended with the greatest difficulties 
and inconveniencics of all kinds, and 
with unnecessary fatigue, misery, and 
delay to the prisoners themselves. If, 
on the contrai^, the cartels should 
proceed to and from the several mdst 
convenient points of the respective 
countries engaged in the exchange, 
the difficulties of procuring and sup- 


plying the means of subsistence and 
of transport, both by laud and water, 
would be, by th.s divider of the ope- 
ration, very considerably reduced ; and 
by a proper management of the car- 
tels, their operation might be so far 
simultaneous, as that the saving in 
point of time, and consequently of 
individual misery, would be as great, 
as the other advantages afforded by 
this mode of proceeding, h was f;n- 
thcr to he observed, that the F~i uch 
plan proposed to send the Spmish 
prisoners to England, or to the dif- 
ferent towns in Spain which rr ight 
be agreed upon. The Jalter p.iit of 
that alternative alone was admissible. 
It was not just to throw upon Grc.it 
Britain the* trouble and expruce of 
transporting her allies to th- ir re- 
spective comjtriea ; the only fair ai.d 
equitable principle was, that each of 
the contracting parties should engage 
to transport to tht ir respective coun- 
tries the prisoners m the possession 
of each. The British government 
was sincerely desirous of effecting a 
general exchange, and the stipula- 
tions, when agreed upon, would be 
fulfilled with its accustomed good 
faith, which was too well known to 
the whole world to render it neces- 
sary to notice the French insinuations 
upon th&t subject. The continuance 
of flny French prisoners in England, 
after all the British subjects had been 
released, had not been contemplated 
by the British government : when i» 
proposed that all its subjects should 
be immediately released for an equal 
number of French, it saw i,n reason 
to anticipate tlje refusal of opain to 
the remaining part of the project, and 
was desirous, from motives of huma- 
nity bnly, to put an immediate* ter- 
mination to the sufferings of a part 
at least of the prisoners on both sides. 
To obvi'itc, however, all the ol>j*v 
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tions of France upon this point, it tish government was admitted, with 
now proposed, that in case the go- this alteration, that the surplus of the 
vernment of Spain, to whom the terms French prisoners should be liberated 
of this convention would be immedi- immediately, instead of waiting three 
ately communicated, should not sig- months. «« Without this alteration,” 
nify its assent to them within the he said, “ the article was inadmissible, 
space of three months from the sig because France had constantly had 
nature of the treaty, the surplus of it for a principle never to liberate all 
French prisoners in England, after its English prisoners, while it left 
the exchange had beeneffecteS, should any surplus of French subjects with- 
be released without delay, in succes out'a guarantee in the prisons of Eng- 
sive deliverances of a thousand each, land. Besides,” he continued, Fall- 


on proper receipts being given, and 
upon a positive engagement not to 
serve against Great Britain or her 
allies, in a/iy quarter of the globe, 
until regularlyexchangedagainstsuch 
British prisoner^ as might hereafter 
fall into the hands of Prance, who 
should be immediately released on that 
account from time to time, tijl the 
accounts were balanced. The offi- 
cers thus released without exchange 
were to be considered as on parole, 
and bound to send regular reports to 
the British agent in France of the 
places of their residence, as was prac- 
tised in the last war.” 

This proposition was made on the 
second of August. The British mes- 
senger and vessel were detained for 
the reply, and Mr Mackenzie, having 
waited a fortnight, told M* Moustier 
verbally, that he had been instructed 
to jvait thus long, and that, in«*he 
event of the proposals not being ac- 
ceded to, he should return to Eng- 
land. After a second delay 
Aug* 28. of twelve days, he informed 
him he was now command- 


ing intd that strait* of insulting false- 
hood so familiar to all the agents of 
his government, it is for rea.on 
to decide he tween two independent 
powers. The Trench government con- 
sidered the Spanish and Portugueze 
prisoners as being English prisoners, 
and this principle is too clearly indi- 
cated by the nature of the thing itself 
to depend upon any particular will. 
How, in fact, should those regiments 
of Gallicia not be reckoned as English' 
prisoners, who, when General Moore 
commanded both armitte, were taken 
in fighting to cover his retreat, and 
who thereby saved his rearguard ? 
And the troops of Cuesta, who at 
the battle of Talavera formed the 
right of that army of which the Eng- 
lish formed the left, and who after 
that battle were taken upon the Ta- 
gus, where they covtVcd the retreat 
of General Wellington? And the 
Spanish garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
who defended that place by order of 
the same general, and who, by sup- 
plying the place of British troops 
there, prevented an equal number of 


ed to state, that the British govern- Englishmen from falling into- the. 


ment felt itself reluctantly obliged to 
conclude, that the protraction of the 
negociation was unnecessary, and had 
therefore ordered him to appl) - For 
* . his ' passports. M. Mou- 
Aitg* MO. ! stier now replied, that the 
new proposal of the Bri- 


power of the French, — how should 
those Spaniards not be considered as 
if they were English tl emselves ? And 
the Portugueze prisoners taken when 
fighting in the British ranks, aiid they 
who are taken from the garrisons of 
Almeida and of Cadiz* in the daily 
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sallies which they make with the Eng- from Spain, notif/ing the readiness 
lish, ought not they also to be reck- of the Spanish government to accede 
oned as English to a convention upon such terms as 

The confidence with which the might be concluded upon under the 
French government looked on to the mediation of Great Britain. In the 
conquest of Portugal by Massena, en- final project, therefore, which Mr 
cotiraged them to hold this language. Mackenzie presented it wa<* proposed, 
lathe course of the negociation it that assoon as the English ancl French 
led to a most extraordinary instance exchange was completed, England 
of presumption. Mr Mackenzie was would send the surplus of its prison- 
one day surprised by a demand, tfiat era into France by successive delive- 
Lord Wellington and his whole ar- ries of a thousand ; as soon as the 
my should be considered as prisoners first thousand were delivered, France 
of war, and taken into the account to should send a thousand Spaniards in- 


beexchauged accordingly. Afterthat 
sort of pause which is occasioned by 
an" equal disposition to laughter and 
to resentment, he replied, that he cer- 
tainly should not be made the in- 
strument of insulting his government 
by transmitting such a proposal, nor 
would he proceed a step farther in 
the negociation till a direct apology 
Was made for it. 

M. Mouaticr, in pursuance of his 
assumption that the Spanish prison- 
era were to be considered as English, 
gave in a new project, according to 
which we were to exchange three 
Frenchmen for one Englishman, and 
the Spanish prisoners in France were 
to be held at our disposal, Great Bri- 
tain being at liberty either to fetch 
them from Fraflce into England, or 
carry them to Sp^jn. The question 
of the Hanoverians also, which had 
been considered as settled, was again 
renewed, and 8000 French demanded 
in exchange for them, the French in- 
sisting upon an exchange for all the 
Hanoverians v. ho had died in the Bri- 
tish service. The British government, 
carrying' concession as far as possible, 
agreed to allow 1000 mien for these 
Hanoverians, making the number 3000 
instead of 2000, the utmost to which 
it could amount. By this time also 
a communication had been received 


to Spain ; and as soon as accounts 
were received of their delivery, the 
exchange should proceed in the same 
maimer till it was completed, the re- 
siduary balance being to be liberated 
as had before been agreed upon. • 
The # negociation was now rapidly 
approaching to an cud. M. Muuslier 
repeated his demand of 8000 French 
for the Hanoverians. He insisted, 
that the French, government would 
never submit to any arrangement by 
which all the English were to be re- 
leased before all the French were li- 
berated also ; and repeated, that when 
that was done the British commissa- 
ries might transport the Spanish pri- 
soners wherever they pleased. Un- 
just as it was to impose upon Eng- 
land the* arrangement, the expence, 
and«the difficulty of transporting the 
Spanish prisoners, this point alone 
would not have induced the British 
government to break off the negocia- 
tions ; but the repeated proposal re- 
specting the Hanoverians was too 
preposterous to be submitted to; and 
when the French lowered their de- 
mand from 800d to 6000, still it was 
an unwarrantable claim : on that head 
we held already conceded too far,, and 
there yet remained the great and in- 
surmountable difficulty. For ten thou- 
sand English prisoners, France mime- 
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diatcly required fifty thousand F rench ; 
the after-delivery of our allies was 
then to rest upon the honour of the 
French, that is to say, upon the ve- 
racity of Buonaparte, who never kept 
any promise, any oath, any treaty, 
which he foundit convenient to break. 
Mr Mackenzie, therefore, finally 
demanded his passports, and above 
100,000 men of the different hostile 
powers were left to languish in hope- 
less captivity, through the insincerity 
of France ; for it is evident that the 
French government either meant to 
have detained the Spanish prisoners 
after the exchange with England had 
been concluded, which is sufficiently 
probable ; or, what is not less likely, 
that from the commcnceAient it pro- 
fessed a false desire of effecting an 
object, which it had determined should 
never be effected. *Had there been a 
sincere desire on the part of France 
of accomplishing an exchange, she 
would not have started difficulty af- 
ter difficulty, brought forward one 
demand after another, and invented 
objections, till England became weary 
of being alternately trifled with and 
insulted. When the failure of the 
negotiation was made known, several 
French prisoners in this country de- 
stroyed themselves, unable to bear this 
cruel disappointment, and tlfe hope- 
less prospect of in terminable captivfcy. 

While thenegociation w r as pending, 
Lucien Buonaparte put himself and 
his family on board an American ves- 
sel at?- Leghorn, sailed to Cagliari, 
and there claimed the* protection of 
the British minister, that he might be 
permitted to pursue ^hi* voyage to 
America* unmolested. Lucien Buo- 
naparte, like his brother* Napoleon, 
began hi^s political career by profess- 
ing those principles which, at the 
commencement of the French revo- 
lution, held out the promise of a 
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golden age ; but, unlike his brother, 
he was sincere in his profession. When 
Buonaparte was in Egypt, Lucien 
was regarded as one of the leaders of 
the republican party, in opposition 
to the directory ; and to his intrepidi- 
ty and in ft uence, in the memorable 
scene at St Cloud, more than to any 
other circumstance, Buonaparte was 
indebted for his success and his eleva- 
tion to the consulship. Shortly after 
this event he married a second wife : 
the coiSrsc which 'N'lpolcon pursued 
was too repugnant to his principles 
for him to continue long in public 
life, and he retired to Rome, devoting 
himself to liteiature and the fin** art’s, 
and the enjoyment of domestic cbm- 
fort. Buonaparte intended to have 
made him king of Spain. Lucien 
would not submit to be made the in- 
strument of so iniquitous a purpose, 
and persuaded Joseph also to refuse^ 
the proffered crown; but Buonaparte, 
despising Joseph too much to think 
his consent necessary, caused him to 
be proclaimed king without it. The 
tyrant, who had found three brother# 
submissive to his will, would not suffer 
Lucien to pursue his own honourable 
path in peace: he urged him to di- 
vorce his wife, that he might marry 
another from some of the rojal fa- 
milies of the continent 1 '; and it is .be- 
lieved that lie had. determined upon 
forcing his daughter into a marriage 
with Ferdinand VII. The letter said 
to have been written by that poor 
prince after Kelly’s attempt to deli- 
ver him, tends to confirm this ; and 
there can be little doubt that this was 
the cause which induced Lucien to 
fly from Italy. Mr Hill, the Bri- 
tish minister in Sardinia, did not feel 
hiihstlf authorized to grant him a 
safe conduct for America, but sent 
him, under convoy of a frigate, to 
Malta, there to yemain till the pica- 
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aure of the British government could ject which will he treated at due 
be known. At Malta, General Oakes length in the next volume of these 
considered him as a prisoner of war, annals. 

treating him, howcv* r, with that re- Another personage made his ap- 
sp« ct which his character deserved, pearanee in this country, as miexpcct- 
The British government sent for h:m edly as Lucien Buonaparte, Gusta- 
to England, and, not thinking it pro* vus, having wandered over great part 
per to let him proceed to America, of Germany, and left his eldest son 
appointed Ludlow for his place of among the Moravians at Hernbut, 
residence, placing him under the su escaped to a British vessel in the Bal- 


permtendence of an officer, who wa^ 
chat god to inspect his leters. 

The arrival of Lucien Buonaparte 
from Italy excited more of the public 
attention than all the other events 
which occurred in the Mediterranean 
during the year. The Is- 
Apf il 16. lai d of St Maura was add- 
ed to t he other Ionian isles 
in our possession, being taken in a 


tic, and arrived in England : But the 
curiosity of the public had little lei- 
sure for dwelling upon tho'.e stran- 
gers, Toward the latter end of Oc- 
tober, the Princess Amelia died, after 
a painful and protracted illness, which 
she bore with perfect resignation. 
When she knew theft her end was ap- 
proaching, l she ordered a ring to be 
made, enclosing a lock of her batr. 


very gallant manner by General Os- with l^er name on the inside, and the 


wald. Several slight actions took 
place with the Neapolitan flotilla, and 
Murat at length proved the possibi- 
lity of effecting a landing in Sicily, 
notwithstanding the naval force by 
which he was opposed. The nature 
of the experiment, however, was not 
much to his satisfaction. 
Sept. IS. About 3500 Corsicans 
and Neapolitans got on 
shore ; they were speedily attacked, 
and on the lirnt attack precipitately 


words, “ Remember me and when 
her blind father, making his daily vi- 
sit, came to her bed-side, and held out 
liis hand to her. she put the ring on 
his finger silently. Her own depar- 
ture was so near, that she never knew 
the fatal consequences. The king du- 
ring her long sufferings had watched 
the progress of her disease with the 
most eager anxiety ; and when he felt 
this last mark of hit> daughter’s love, 
knowing all that it imported, it agi- 


rcjpmbarkcd about 900, who were tated Iffin so strongly, as to affect his 
cut off bom thti beach, were made intellects, and bring on a recurrence 
prisoners. A flag, inscribed as a gift of that malady which had rendered 
from Mural to the Royal Corsican the appointment of a regent ncccssa- 
corps, wat taken with them. Qn the ry two-and- twenty years before. Par- 
aide of th. British, not a single man liameut had been convoked for the 
was kill d, and only three were slight- first of November, according to foi rn. 
ly wounded. While Sicily was thus When it is intended that it actually 
protected by Great Britain from ex- shall meet, th^ words \ Jar the dispatch 
ternal foes, its internal evils became of business are inserted in the procla- 
every day greater, and in the course mation; bht it was r.ot intended that 
of the ensuing year the British go- it slfbuld meet, and tie' word^herc fore 
vernment was compelled to perceive were not inserted. A*f order of coun- 
tlie dangers to which it had so long cil had been published, directing thu 
been obstinately |ilmd. This is a sub- it should be prorogued to the 29th 
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and authorizing tile chancellor to is- ceeding, reminded the peers that at 
8ue a commission under the great seal this period it was unquestionably de- 
for the prorogation ; but the king was sirable that all the energies of the 
not in a state to sign the commission, royal mind should be awakened, and 
and both houses therefore met under asking, whether there was that pros- 
thesesingularcircumstances, not being pect of a full and entire recovery 
summoned for the dispatch of busi- which had been entertained in 1788, 
ness, and therefore left to form a trusxed that * hey would .not shut their 
course of proceeding for thymseives, eyes to the calculations of probability, 
having no precedent to guide them, and the actual condition of the coun- 
The physicians at this time confi- try. The question was then again 
dently expected that his majesty would carried unanimously in the Lords, 
speedily recover; and ministers ha- In theCommons, Mr Whitbread com- 
ving stated this, moved an adjourn- plained, u that they were called upon 
ment for a fortnight, which was not to provide against the serious de- 
agreed to without a dissentient voice, liciency in ihe executive government, 

* At the fortnight's end but to continue the suspension of the 
N,ov . l/>. the king remained in the constitution for another fortnight : 

same state, ar/d the physi- and upon what ground ? what authen- 
ckns of the same opinion; one of them, tic testimony? what recorded evi- 
who had attended upon ( him on, a for- deuce ? Upon nothing but the bare 
mer occasion, declaring that he per- statement of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
ccived the leading symptoms which chequer, the mere assertion of a mem-., 
on that occasion convinced him the ber of parliament. Yet upon this 
patient was recovering. A second ground, the mere vague assertion of 
adjournment for a fortnight was mo- an individual, they were proceeding 
ved. Lord Grenville observed, that to adjourn for a fortnight, to do with- 
he should prefer a shorter adjourn- out the kingly office for that period, 
ment, followed up by adjournments and all this with their eyes open to 
from time to time, as the symptoms the alarming state of things, and to 
of amendment continued to appear ; then probable consequences. He 
but he would rather err on the side would not divide the house, because 
of forbearance and delay than of pre- he did not wish to create either jea- 
cipitation, and for the sake unani- lousy or anger ; but as the country 
mity, would therefore assent to the was thus deprived of the executive 
motion. Earl Stanhope assented for part of the government, he must cn- 
the same reason, and because mem- ter his solemn protest against any 
bers of both houses, who could not measure that would for another fort- 
have yet arrived from distant parts of night continue to deprive them of the 
the realm, would, probably wish for aid and councils of the two remaining 
the delay, and also because he thought branches of the legislature/*, 
they had no right to meet at all, un- Sir Francis Burdett would not con- 
less that* fact, which constituted the tent himself with following thiscourse. 
necessity for their meeting, were au- “ The present motion, h> he said, " was 
thentjeated, and regularly brofight on& of the most irrational and uncon- 
before them. *• Earl Grey assented stitutional propositions ever made in 
also, but he expressed very serious that house. Had he been present on 
doubt* of the propriety of the pro- the last day of meeting, he would have 
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opposed* every motion for adjourn- the same faction! which had hcap- 
ment. The constitution was suspend- ed indignity after indignity upon his 
ed, and he would not have agreed to royal highness, now about to be 
a moment’s delay, till that constitu- adopted, a& far as in them lay. He 
tion was restored. What principle would resist it, and if lie stood alone, 
was this mode of proceeding caleula- he was determined to divide the house, 
ted to establish ? Could the public If the ministers were resolved, at the 
business go on without the executive risk of the country’s safety, and at all 
government ? If it could not, why at hazards, to prolong to the utmost li- 
such a period was it to be deferred ? mit tlu* tenure by which they held 
and if it could, were ministers anxious their places and their power, they and 
to convince the people that the exe- others might do so ; but he would not 
cutive branch of t|ic constitution was go back to the people to tell them, 
a mere nothing ? Was there any pro- that after the constitution had been 
ceeding more likely to bring that part suspended for a fortnight, he hadvo- 
of the constitution into contempt ? ted that it should be suspended for a 
Was it not holding it forth to the fortnight longer. A state of.anatchy* 
country as a mere farce ? Were the had existed sufficiently long. He 
people to be told, that in the votes of would do ivhat he could to restore 
both houses only consisted the con- to the people the government of the 
stitution ; that the crown might be constitution.” 
placed on a cushion, whilst all its Mr Tierney and Lord A. Ha- 
powers and prerogatives were to be milton declared that they would vote 
.left to the discretion of ministers ?” against the adjournment. Sir Sa- 
Then having repeated the idle argu- muel Romilly spoke of the perilous 
ment, that it was not treating the character of the times, wbenwe might 
house with common decency to call momentarily expect to hear of great 
upon them to act upon the mere ipse national calamities abroad, or of some 
dixit of Mr Perceval, he alluded to heavy public afflictions at home. Mr 
the proceedings upon the regency in Fuller asked theplaiu question, what 
.1788. " The act,” he said, u which the danger was which could arise 
was then passed by a powerful faction from delay ? the enemy could not 
against his royal highness the Prince get a ship to sea, nor could their 
of Wales, neyer should have had his troops%bcat Lord Wellington. Mr 
sanction ; an act that put him into Sheridan said, tijat on a former occa- 
leading strings, that threw him back sion, one of the king’s first questions, 
into the stage of infancy, and made after his recovery, was, whether any 
him a sort of constructive lunatic, parliamentary inquiry had been made 
enacting him incapable of acting or into his situation, and it proved the 
of judging without the co-operation most gratifyiag thing to Fiis feelings 
and controul of certain of the legisla- that no such inquiiy had taken place, 
tors ; as it were stultifying him this Mr W. Wynn said, he should feel 
moment, when the next, by the laws great pain in toting, and should have 
of the land, might have raised him to been mucUmore satisfied, if the mode 
the crown of 1 these kingdoms, $nd of protesting had been adopted, as 
lifted him out of a cradle, to have Mr Whitbread had suggeatdrf; but as 
placed hini on a throne. The same the house was divided, both he and 
course was* he supposed, by apart of Mr Whitbread voted against the ad? 
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jonrnmcfit. It wal carried by iylti 
voices to r>8. 

After this second fortnight had elap- 
sed, a report of the privy 
Nov. 20. council was laid before par- 
liament, containing the ex- 
amination of the king’s physicians ; 
all of whom declared it highly pro- 
bable that he would recover. The 
Earl of Liverpool then mcf/cd for 
the delay of another fortnight. Earl 
Spencer, in opposition to this, moved 
that a select committee should be ap- 
pointed to examine the physicians : 
he was strongly supported in this. — 
Lord llollai.d requested ministers not 
to regard him in the light of their op- 
ponent, when he ..cautioned them to 
pause on the verge of their strange 
and unaccountable proceedings. A 
bill of indemnity might screen them 
from the personal c con&qiicncbs of 
their rashness, but nothing could re- 
scue the country from the hazard of 
those perils which were collected and 
darkening round her. — Lord Gren- 
ville spoke with moie vehemence. He 
called the proposal for farther ad- 
journment most derogatory to the 
dignity of parliament, most hostile to 
the b :st interests of the monaichy, 
and most repugnant to every princi- 
ple of the const ilutiou. He contend- 
ed, ti nit they were not yet in pos- 
session of any fact which they coy, Id 
constitutionally recognize : for as to 
the report of the privy council, how 
had that privy council been con- 
vened j( without the sanction, the 
consent, the knowledge, the summons 
of the king. If such doctrines wen* 
tobe tolerated, the house would afford 
its sanction to principles most hostile 
to those upon which thu mpuaichy 
stands ; and which, though not re- 
publican/ would lead at one. to the 
establishment of the most odious and 
detestable form of aristocracy. — 56 
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peers voted for the amendment, 88 
with the ministry. The 1) ikes of 
York and Cambridge voted with the 
ministry: The Dukes of Clarence and 
Sussex with the opposition. 

The debate was conducted with 
more asperity by the opposition in the 
Commons. Mr Whitbread began. 

“ Even though his majesty should 
recover,’ ’ he said, “ it ought to be 
considered that it was the recovery 
of a man very fir advanced in years, 
and of a man (speaking of him as a 
man) who must be much more in the 
po\v'*r of others than before. The 
defect ir. his sight had been alleged 
by,, ministers ihcmselves as a reason 
for refusing access to him on many 
important occasions. Let the house 
then duly consider the present situa- 
tion of affairs, and then let him who 
could do it vote for the adjourn- 
ment.’ ’ Mr Yorke reminded those 
who dwelt upon the inconveniences- 
of the proposed proceeding, that 
there wore also inconveniences on the 
other c< What,” he said, “ if 

the regent were to be advised to 
change the whole system of our fo* 
reign policy, to withdraw our army 
from the peninsula, and refuse all 
fuitlior support to Spain and Portu- 
gal ? Such a case was possible, and 
would that be no inconvenience ?” 
Sir Francis Burdett objected to what 
the minister and Mr Sheridan had 
said concerning delicacy. ‘ A 11 this,” 
he maintained, M had L* en introduced 
irregularly and unfairly, in order to 
influence the feelings of the house ; 
but it was absurd to talk of delicacy 
upon great public occasions. It might 
very well suit the conversation of a 
tea-table, it might bp very fit to be 
entertained toward the other sex ; but 
when delicacy was talked of in the 
ordinary transactions of private life, 
it Was only another name for roguery; 
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and in state nflatters, the law and the 
con ritution of the country had bro- 
i i ipon it. Every one knew that 
great officers were required to 
ici>t at the lyiug-h of thcqumi, 
it*u«ce whiciif m prival- fi- 
milies, and the humbler walks of life, 
would be ra the last degree indeli- 
cate ; he hoped therefore he should 
never hear more of this d< hcacy.” 

General Montague Matthew de- 
clared, he could not take the simple 
assurance of any man as to the health 
of the king ; much less could he take 
the assurance of an interested minis- 
ter, more particularly one of the pre- 
sent weak and nicotic administrating. 
u Lvi any one,” he said, “ look over 
the way at it, and they must see what 
kind of a thing it was. It was quite 
farcical that a great nation should be 
governed by such an administration. 
As to ahility, they had none ; as to 
'character, they had none ; a* to re- 
spectability, they had none ; and as to 
the confidence of the people, they 
never had and never could expect it ! 
They had only one Scotch county 
member among them, and not one of 
them had landed, or indeed any other 
kind of property. There was no 
responsibility to be found among 
them ; a parcel of second-rate law- 
yeis and need f adventurers, of des- 
perate ambition, not caring for tbc 
late of the nation, if they could only 
contrive to keep their places, il they 
could only contrive lo retain their si- 
tuations and the command of the ptib- 
L lie purse-strings.” 

General Montague Matthew was 
not to be stopped by the repeated 
cries of order which accompanied his 
speech. “ Knowing,” lie continued, 
u as th'*y did, that the third estate 
was wanting, and having no confi- 
dence in the assertion of ministers, he 
would vote, not only against the ad- 


journment, but f tr the Prince of 
Wales being appointed regent, with 
full regal power during the incapa- 
city of his royal father, and no long- 
er. Upon whom could their choice 
fall but on thisexcellcnt prince, — who 
could thereby be raised to it by bet- 
ter means — the voice of his country, 
which well knew, that no one existed 
so able aftd likely to reconcile all jars, 
especially of Ireland, which looked to 
him with confidence to heal the inju- 
ries she had received from the mal- ad- 
ministration of the faction now ruling 
over them. It was a source of hap- 
piness to him and to the country, to 
know that they had so wise amt expe- 
rienced a prince to* supply for the 
present any* defect that had arisen. 
He recommended to the house to fol- 
low the line of conduct pointed out 
by the constitution*— to withdraw the 
power they enjoyed as speedily as pos- 
sible from ministers, and to appoint 
the Prince of Wales to the regency, 
for which he was destined by the Al- 
mighty, from his situation and qua- 
lifications.” 

Mr Wynn required that the house 
might be put in a situation from 
which they might be enabled to de- 
cide on the ulterior steps that ought 
to be taken. K In the present state 
of things,” he said, “ a single mea- 
sure might be productive of import- 
ant consequences to our most essen- 
tial interests. .Should any unforeseen 
accident happen to Lord Wellington 
in Portugal, no assistance could be 
rent to him. Could any money be 
drawn from the Exchequer, though 
circumstances might render a supply 
of money of thb most in dispensable 
necessity d Gould the privy seal be 
affixed to the most necessai y deedi or 
could the sign manual be in any case 
procured ?” Mr Braggc Bathurst, 
replying to Sir Francis and General 
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Matthew, said **hc was willing to 
give full credit to the statement of 
ministers j their high situation gave 
them an opportunity of procuring the 
most accurate information, and at- 
tached to them a responsibility. Next 
to a strict discharge of their public 
duty, he thought they should consi- 
der the feelings of the sovereign, and 
he could never agree with those who 
laughed at the idea of delicacy being 
used toward him ; such delicacy, he 
observed, was a principle inherent in 
every good, honest, and loyal subject. 
It did not' apply merely to the per- 
son of the king, but to his high of- 
fice ; Jthat delicacy ought to prevent 
discussions, which might perhaps have 
the tendency, if they* reached the 
royal ear, of retarding his resump- 
tion of the office, which he had so 
long and so uprightly billed ; and the 
nearer his majesty approached to con- 
valescence, the more likely was he to 
hear of those discussions.” 

Lord Milton, Sir T. Turton, and 
Mr Adam spoke against the adjourn- 
ment. Mr Ponsonby said he should 
move for a committee to examine the 
physicians. Mr Wilbcrforce obser- 
ved, there certainly was one sense jn 
which the word of his majesty’s mi- 
nisters iu this case was of more value 
than that of other people : t'hey must 
necessarily be presumed to be better 
acquainted with the situation of af- 
fairs, and when they stated upon their, 
responsibility, that no injury could 
arisf from the adjournment, he was 
willing to believe thvm, and gratify 
thosfe feelings .of delicacy which he 
was hot ashamed to confess he enter- 
tained.*— The last person who spoke 
was Mr Fuller. 44 1,” «3ai<J he, 44 ne- 
ver trimmed or juggled, and I ^ r ill not 
ttim oV joggle now. I vne for the 
“Adjournment on the promises of Dr 
Baillie and Sir Henry Halford, ho- 
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nest men, as 1 know' them to be; 
those gentlemen, those honest men, 
say, that his majesty has at present 
force of mind and body, and that 
there is every probability of his per- 
feet restoration to san|ty of mind and 
body. What would w^^ave more > 
What would we reasoiyph iu prefer, 
encc to simple facts, facts stated by 
the ablest and most virtuous men in 
tlTe nation Will any man deny 
them ? Will any in this Louse be base 
enough to desert our poor, good old 
man, in his adversity ? Bless me from 
that most poignant of all afflictions ! 
an affliction to which every n an, from 
the prince down to the subject, it lia- 
ble. Bless me” Here Mr Fuller 

was interrupted by a loud laugh, not 
very credi table to tne laughers. “ Gen- 
tlemen,” he continued, 44 I feel for 
my king and my country ! I never 
gave a vote against my conscience ! I 
say it on my oath. Now, let ytfir 
who laugh at me say as much. It 
may be ridiculous, gentlemen, but I 
say, whoever rats now and runs away, 
may the honourable person to whom 
he rups not receive him ! Whoever 
deserts the old king is the basest of 
human beings, of human creatures ; 

I care not whether he be prince or 
peasant ; be he prince or peasant that 
rats, I say, blow him from the earth. 

I shall now vote for the adjournment, 
but after it, in case the king’s reco- 
very is not complete, then of course 
I shall agree to other measures. I 
shall do what the nation expects, but 
I shall not desert my sovereigupow ; 
and I say that man iabase who would ‘ 
adopt a contrary line of conduct,; jt 
will be mean and it will be unworthy.” 

Mr Fuller, with, all his oddities, 
has more than once gone straight to 
the game, while others have only beat 
about the bush. The house now di- 
vided ; 233 for the adjournment, 129 
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against it. M T J?pnso®l>J^9 m°iion nistcr must expect {pom him the most 
was negatived by yW\igfQjp*t 137. strenuous opposition. lie for gne 
At the end of the third t would never consent, by an imitation 
Dec. 13. f adjotltnment, mini3t(TS in- of the proceedings in 1738, to offer 
flirted parliament, that, a fresh yiolation to the fundamental 
though degree of pro - principled of the British constitution.” 

gressive dj^ndment had taken place, Mr Sheridan said, c< there were two 
and the'ijiffif confident expectations objects which it was indispensable to 
of his nvaj^sty’s ultimate recovery effect; £hsTone was to supply the de- 
were still entertained, yet the imme- ficiency in the regal authority, the 
diate state of his health was not such other to do this with the fullest se- 
as could warrant them to propose a curity to his majesty of the rcstora- 
farther adjournment. Committees, t ion to him of his undhninished rights, 
therefore, were appointed in both whenever the prayers of the nation 
houses to examine the physicians, should be answered by the restoration 
These examinations tended to the of his health. These objects might 
shme point as that before the privy be obtained by a mode more* simple, 
council: the physicians all concur- more secure^ and more constitutional, 
red in expressing confident hopes of than that which Mr Perceval sug- 
the king's recovery. The gested. There was a precedent whicn, 
Dec. 17. report having been laid since jhe unjon with Ireland* it was 
before the House of Com- equally proper foi*that house to look 
pons, Mr Perceval moved, “ that, up to ; the precedent of the Irish 
• on the following Thursday, the house parliament in 1788, which vgted an 
should resolve itself into a committee, address to the Prince gf ^JTale?, Ve- 
to take into consideration the state questing he would be pleased to take 
of the nation ; his intention,” he said, upon him the government of the 
“ was then to submit to the commit- realm, and expressing the confidence 
tee three preliminary resolutions, si- of both houses of parliament, that 
milar to those which were adopted ’ the prince would consent to exercise 
in 1788 : the first, relating to his ma- ^nd administer, according to thelaiya 
jestv's incompetence to discharge the and constitution of the kingdom, all 
royal functions ; the second, decla- regal powers, jurisdictions, and pre- 
ring the obligation imposed on the two rogative*s to the crown and govern- 
houses of parliament to supply the meflft thereof belonging. At th$ re- 
deficiency in the executive authori- volution, the representative conven- 
ty ; and the third, regarding the map- tion proceeded upon the same wise 
ner in which the substitute for the principle j they addressed the Prince 
royal authority was to be provided, of Oraifge, expressing their desire 
J By, Way of biH. On these points it that he wquld fake upon him the so- 
ws® Indispensably necessary that each vereign power* for, the preservation 
house'should know the opinion of the of the religion’s fights, laws, and liber- 
other, before either could submit to ties 4 of tjhe^subjcct. That mbd^^gf 
the other the precise method which proceeding Which had been adopted 
might be deemed most expedient to by the best patriots, in order main- 
meet the exigency' of the occasion.” tain the rights and privileges of the 
Upon this Mr Ponsonby declared, people, might sundy be again resort- 
11 that on tb£ third resolution the mi* ed to, in ordeFto Maintain the rights 
VOL. III. TART ft ^ V * 2 L 
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and privileges of the sovereign. By from his, noble friend, every principle 
pursuing such a mode, the most hear- of duty, ah<J every suggestion of rea- 
ty unanimity would be secured ; the son, united to impose on him that dis* 
character of the, royal power would agreeable necessity. More than 20 
remain un degraded ; no unmerited years had now paired $ipce that pe- 
stigma would be cast on the Prince riod when he first statajhis ' senti- 
of Wales, and the principles of the ments on this momentous question ; 
constitution would be preserved pure many of them he had passed amid the 
and inviolate.” Mr Adam argued to active cares of public life, and others 
the same point. ** He was perfectly he had spent in, he trusted, not in- 
convinced,” he said, <« that address dolcnt retirement. He had since of- 
was the true constitutional course of ten and deeply considered the opinions 
proceeding ; that all limitations of the which fie had theti avowed ; he had 
prerogative were unconstitutional; regarded them as affecting every pos- 
that the prerogatives of the crown sible situation of public affairs, arid 
were trusted for the benefit of the brought V> their review all the aid 
people; and that they could not, in the which the light of reading and rd- 
]Kvaon of a regent, any more than in search could afford him. The result 
the person of a king, be abridged, of this reiterated and unwearied ap- 
i impaired, or limited, in one single plication of his attention served not 
point, without a violation of thaj most merely to confirm, but to strengthen 
sacred principle.” •* to the utmost degree what had then 

The Earl of Liverpool gave the been the persuasion of his understand- 
same intimation intheHouseof Lords, ipg. He believed he possessed suffi- 
and Earl Spencer gave notice of the dent manliness to be superior to the 
same course of opposition ; saying, false pride of obstinately adhering to 
“ that to proceed by a legislative mea- opinions which he was conscious had 
sure was contrary to the constitution, been refuted or disproved. No influ- 
inasmuch as they ought first to sup- ence springing from recollections of 
ply a third estate, the exercise of the this nature, — no bias arising from af- 
authority of which was now unhap- fection (and he should be unworthy 
pily suspended.” Lord Grenville beg- of the name of man were he insensi- 
ged leave « to correct this error into ble of such an affection) to the me- 
which his noble friend,” he eSd, “ he mory of his departed friend, who con- 
waa sure inadvertently had fallent in ducted the precedent of 1788, would 
calling the sovereign power of this operate to deter him from openly re- 
country the third estate of the realm, trading an erroneous sentiment, and 
Htthad heard the expression with the frorn confessing the change which had 
more- concern, fpr it was an terror taken place in the honest conviction 
which was too prevaTent, and which of his mind, had such a change ae- 
had a tendency to misrepresent and tually happened. Every argument, 
degradj the monarchy. Then&bility, however, which he h^d heard; only 
the clergy** and the commons rep re- tended to convince him 1 that it was by 
seated in parliament, w&e *he three legislative provision, only that any 
estates pf the realm, and the subjects steps could be taken for supplying 
the sovereign head,, , the king.” the defect of the royal authority. 
Lord Grenville then said, * 4 that how- whenever such defect was regularly 
ever painful it .wa$ to him to differ authenticated to fasist/J ’ 
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On following evening the re- 
port of the committee was laid before 
the House of Lords; and Lord Hol- 
land rq$e to take that opportunity of 
askingfor softie information from mini- 
sters. * Tftejre must necessarily/* he 
eaid, “ b^j&ints of the greatest im- 
portance jessing for the decision of 
the exe£u£lyp government, whilst un- 
fortunately the competent authority 
to sanction a decision upon any sucn 
points was altogether surpended. 
Sweden had commenced hostilities 
against this country. If the execu- 
tive power of the country had been 
Ip a state of activity, some measure 
would have been adopted respecting 
Sweden, either to have actually com- 
menced hostilities, or to have issued 
sOmeproclamatiou, declaring the mo'de 
of conduct to be adopted in conse- 
quence of the hostile measures re- 
ported to by her. He might be told, 
that ministers acted upon their re- 
sponsibility on the necessity of the 
case, but, in the present circumstances 
of the country, he thought that species 
of responsibility k great evil. Common 
fame also reported, that intelligence 
of considerable importance had been 
received relative td the state of af- 
fair in South America, from Buenos 
Ayres, highly jntcresting to this coun- 
try* and deeply affecting the inte- 
rests of the pentr/sula, ana which re- 
quired a prompt determination on the 
part of the executive government. 
With respect to the situation of af- 
fairs in Portugal, at a former period, 
when he was more sanguine than at 
, present as to the event, he' approved 
\>F the conduct of ministers in send- 
ing reinforcements to Lord Welling- 
ton ; and if he* had had the opportu- 
nity, from, parliament being sitting, 
hi should not have hesitated to ex- 
press' that? approbation. He was less 
sanguine now in bis* hopes of success 


in Portugal than he was then * but 
ifj at the time he was most sanguine, 
he approved of sending reinforcements 
to Lord Wellington, so much the 
more now must he deplore the with- 
holding of reinforcements from that 
eminent commander, in consequence 
of the present melancholy suspension 
of the oxecirtive power. The noble 
earl (Liverpool) shook his head ; was 
he then to understand that reinforce- 
ments were not withheld ? if* so, fer 
what power were they now sent? 
There was another point of the great- 
est importance, upon which he desired 
information, and which pressed for 
the decision of the.executive power. 
By the recent measures taken in Arfte*- 
rica, the executive government were 
called upon, either promptly to re- 
voke «t he orders in council uncondi- 
tionally, or to declare upon what con- 
dition they would or would not re- 
voke them. It was of the greatest 
importance to that house and to the 
country, that the officers of the crown 
should explain in what state those 
vital questions were which now press- 
ed for the decision of the executive 
government/* 

4 Lord Liverpool replied, u he was 
not aware of any material injury to 
the public service by the delay iu 
question, nor was he aware that mi- 
nisters had abstained from any "acts, 
from which, under other circumstan- 
ced, they would not so have advised 
his majesty to abstain ; and with re- 
gard to those measures which the 
safety of the country might require, 
they would, with whatever risk it 
might induce tp themselves,, do that 
which they deemed most conducive 
to the Safety, honour, and interests 
of t fie country, leaving it the jus- 
tice of parliament to consider of and 
decide upon the grounds of their jus- 
tification.” This' reply wa9 not ft* 
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cei vcd as it ought to have been . Lord 
Holland made answer* ** It was high- 
ly proper that indemnity should iol- 
low statesman-like measures, called 
for by necessity, and required to in- 
sure the safety of the country ; but 
those who had assumed the functions 
of the executive power, could not be 
entitled to indemnity for measures 
rendered necessary by a delay which 
they themselves had caused, or for 
any calamitous conseq uences which 
might result from their wilful neglect 
of the means to remedy the existing 
deficiency in the functions of the exe- 
cutive power.” In the same tone the 
Duke of Norfolk observed, “ that if 
it "were, as Lord Liverpool had sta- 
ted, that no inconvenience hadtresult- 
ed from the suspension of the execu- 
tive power, then had* ministers* in ef- 
fect taken the sovereignty into their 
own hands.< There was nothing to 
prevent them, upon this principle, 
from issuing declarations of war, or 
concluding treaties of peace } and he 
begged the house would consider the 
degree of power which these persons 
had arrogated to themselves, and then 
say whether they were content to al- 
low them to remain in possession of 
it.” 

On the day appointed, 
Dec. 20. the House of Commons 
resolved itself into a com- 
mittee, and Mr Perceval submitted 
to its consideration three resolutions ; 
L the first stated, that his majesty be- 
ing pfevented by his injliapositiop from 
attending to the public business, the 
personal exercise of the royal autho-r 
rity ws^Jt.hereby suspended. $ 2. the se- 
cond, was the right and duty 

of the^bros spiritual and temporal, 
and commons of the united kingdom 
i\ow assembled, and lawfully, Fully, 
ahu freely representing all the estates 
of the people of this realm, to pro- 
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vide the hteans of supplying'the de- 
fect in the personal exercise of the 
royal authority, arising from hi9 ma- 
jesty’s said indisposition, in sijich man- 
ner as the exigency of the case might 
appear to them to requite? j.5! the third, 
that for this purpose, ahd Yor main- 
taining entire the constitutional au- 
thority of the king, it Was necessary 
that the said lords spiritual' and tem- 
oral, and commons of the united 
ingdoiF, should ^determine on the 
means whereby the royal assent might 
be given in parliament to such bill as 
might be passed by the two housed 
of parliament, respecting the exercise 
of the power and authorities of the 
crown, in the name and in thef behalf 
of the king, during the continuance 
of his majesty’s present indisposition. 
Mr Perceval then stated what were 
the ulterior propositions which he 
meant to bring forward : they were, 
that the Prince of Wales should be 
appointed regent, to administer the 
affairs of the country, in the name and 
in the behalf of his majesty, during 
the continuance of the king’s indis- 
osition ; that the entire care of the 
ing’s person should be intrusted to 
the queen ; and that due provisions 
and precautions should be introduced 
into the bill for notifying the king’s 
recovery, whenever that event should 
take place, and for chalking out the 
course which would effectually enable 
his majesty to resume his royal func- 
tions with his former dignity and au- 
thority. The operation of these three 
provisions were to have po limit sis* 
signed in point of tifn6, except the 
duration or the king’s disorder. The 
bill which he. meant to propose would 
contain certain provisions, limiting 
and restricting for a time the use of 
some of the powers and prerogatives 
of the crown. 

€t Taking into qonsu&ratioo,” Mv , 
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» *1? ii the evidence of the sonal establishment of his majesty’s 

L ercevaj sai t > »; - on o f the late household for twelvemonths, tn or- 

physicians and the ppi»ion_ot «ie late ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Dr Willis, the mo P^.,. splendour of the royal establishment ; « 

tit . oner ;V h ^?„ 788 t m%h and that, after that time, all the re- 

delivered by him in 1788, t m g . connected with that subject 

perhaps ^.concl^ed that six weeKS g unle89 parliament, up- 

or two months was the shortest pe ^ ^ _ enc ^ lview 0 f the subject, might 
riod at lt^was r think pro per to liestore to her majesty 

or six months ought to betne ave r ta ; n i n( rthe roval dignity.” 
rage period of such an expccto i n , Perceval then spoke of the pre- 

andt that twelve or eighteen months Mr rerccva n ^„ 

was the extreme point of time to whic „ hi majesty was afflicted 

i, r . likely tl». to S the ..me Sm.y » th.t -hick 


nas now so umw^^u; — 

In the year 17$8» parliament # had the 
same duties to discharge as parliament 
have now t£> discharge, and they dis- 
charged those duties then in the way 
in which I propose that they shall 
now be discharged. A necessity was 
then manifested for the establishment 
of a regency. The two houses of 
parliament consequently assembled* 
and the great seal was put; to a com- 
mission for holding a parliament, un- 
der the direction and by the authori- 
ty of both houses. Parliament was 
opened by virtue of that commission, 

■ . . , • rt rHpr that lilt and proceeded to supply the deficiency 

least six weeks, in order that, if a l executive authority by a re- 
mould then be thought necessary, bill, which was carried forward 

suBjectmay be Swks termination. Duringthat 

that the restriction s and qualihcatio s j ordinary parliamentary 

Within the view of pan • . , cec ded in while the regency bill was 

house, he trusted, would a^ree with « ^ ^ £ 

Icted and con- 

him, that tor8Uch ^ e ™r h !E e r eluded after the restoration of hi. 
ranting any rank in the pe6rag« ^ ajesty / TM it appe ar8, that the 

question 4t. issue was decided not only 
by the; tvvo houses of parliament, pdf 
by the Whole parliament assembled. 
On his mfjefty’s recovery, lie, by His 
commissioners, came down to parlia- 
ment. Did he revoke or annul their 
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probability of the king’s rccovery.at 
no .very distant period, there was no 
question but th%t the house would 
think it necessary to provide by the 
bill for his immediate and complete 
return to power in that event. 1 he 
period which he would recommen , 
'was. about a twelvemonth from the 
timefet which tfie.bill might pass, and 

he iKuld recommend that the restric- 
tions should f>e introduced for that 
period, due care being taken that they 
should expire at a time when parlia- 
ment shall have ,!>een sitting For at 
least six weeks, in order that, it it 


anight without, much inconvenience 
be suspended';. 'and that .all grants 
of offices and pensions, except such 
as are necessary for the public ser- 
vice, should be.grantcd-ouly for the 
term of the regency, subject to his 
majesty’s pleasure on his recovery. 
He should propose also, that the queen 
should liave the cpntroul of the per- 


previous prosecutin' = a **v 
their interference? I)id he declare that 


;s? Did he disclaim 
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the great seal had^bcen usurped by 
those who had applied it to the for- 
mer commission, or that it had been 
• improperly used ?* Did: he accuse the 
two" houses of abusing their authori- 
ty ? Did he deny the validity of the 
acts which they had passed ? No : 
directly the contrary. His majesty, 
by his commissioners, was present in 
the same session. He put no end to 
the session held during his illness, but 
referred ' distinctly to the instrument 
tinder which their previous sittings 
had been held. To attest the cordial 
confirmation given by the king, on his 
recovery, tb the use which had been 
made or his prerogative, it is sufficient 
tq appeal to the* speech delivered by 
those commissioners. * His majesty/ 
they said, « being, by the blessing of 
Providence, happily recovered from 
the severe indisposition flvith which he 
has been afflicted, and being enabled 
to attend to the public affairs of his 
kingdom, has commanded us to con- 
vey to you his warmest acknowledge- 
ments tor the additional proofs which 
you have given of your affectionate 
attachment to his person, and of your 
■zealous concern for the honour and 
interests of his crown, and the secu- 
rity and good government of his do- 
minions.” 

Mr Perceval next spoke of the me- 
thod which his opponents proponed, 
an<f which, by a single vote, would 
transfer the whole regal authority. 

■ «A«i I to understand,” said he, “that 
the proposers of the address are will- 
ing to transmit the whole power of* 
the crown, without limit, qualifica-* 
lion/ p reserve ; or that, m inis mode 
of legating by address; it is intend- 
ed to specify any limit on qualification 
in { he -body of the address ? Jt ap- 
pearedrto me that I received the uni- 
versal ad sent of the committee, when 
t said, it was necessary to provide 
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means by which his majesty might be 
enabled to rfesuniethe royal authority 
on his recovery. Are we to make a 
regent without such a provision? Are 
we to leave him to^advisers who may 
mislead him? for regeutknritybe mis* 
led as well as kings* Am Wc^thfen to 
leave all those points solely to\ the 
wisdom and consideration .oi. the re* 
gent’B adyisers ? Would. this be a fair 
execution of our double trust? Would 
it be a fair execution of that part of 
our truA, by which we ate bound to 
secure to his majesty, on his restore 
tion to health, the restoration of hie 
undiminisbvd authority ?. No one will 

patible with the utmost possible re* 
spect for the character of the Prince 
of Wales. But let me remind those 
who are now willing to entrust im- 
mediate power into the hands of hie 
royal highness, in the strict confidence 
that that power would not be abused,' 
what have been their sentime^ on 
similar subjects. If it were a ques- 
tion which related to his royal high- 
ness’s character, I would say, let those 
gentlemen appreciate that character 
as highly as it deserves to be appre- 
ciated ; let them exalt it as highly as 
their imaginations will permit. |hem { 
the higher they establish, the higher 
they raise his royal highness’s cha- 
racter, the more cautious wc ought 
to be not to establish a precedent of 
power devolving into the hands of an 
* officer, not from a consideration of 
'the difficulties which would attend.^ 
just limitation of that power, butfrom* 
the merits of the tndividual oft whom 
it is conferred. In proportion as those 
merits arc distinguished, ought we to 
be cautious in our proceedings, lest 
we legislate beneficially, perhaps* for 
the present' age, bnt* for what we 
know, most . injuriously for future 
ages. If in a future period of the 
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British history, the monarch should 
be afflicted with a eternity similar to 
that which his majesty is now unhap- 
pily enduring* and if the apparent 
successor to the throne should be of 
a chancier the reverse of that of his 
royal highness, how invidious, how 
dangerous*! would- the duty of parlia- 
ment become ? With such a prece- 
dent, they could not deny tjiat it had 
been deemed wise* in a similar £as<*, 
to invest the heir apparent with full 
and immediate pbwer ; th&y must, 
therefore, ! be driven broadly to state, 
that that which was wise in the reign 
of George III. would not be wise in 
\he period at which they li*ed.» I 
challenge any person, therefore, to 
show that character will justify a de- 
parture from the principles . of wise 
legislation, whatever may be the opi- 
nion of *other persons upon other 
parts of the subject, whether they 
consider the restraints as Loo many 
or too few.” ' ‘ ■, 

Mr Perceval*# first resolution was 
carried unanimously. When the se- 
cond waa put to the vote, Sir Francis 
Burdett rose and said, “ It was per- 
fectly impossible for him to concur 
in any resolution' which, speaking of 
the present parliament, called it * the 
lorcti spiritual and temporal, and com- 
monsof the ifnited kingdom, lawfully, 
fully, and freely representing all the 
estates of the people of this realm. 1 
This he would ever strenuously deny, 
and especially as applied to this par- 
liament, whose conduct had p\it par- * 
'liaknent itself in this predicament, that ' 
it had lost its former credit with the 
nation. 1 * After more of this, his 
usual strain, which produced nothing 
but disapprobation in’thc house, and 
could produce nothing but misohief 
out of it, in that partof the communi- 
ty to which in reality it was addressed,' 
Sir Francis said, ** The plan to which 


Mr Perceval would fain persuade the 
house, was to make him governor of 
the country, and to let him put the 
crown in his pocket. Mr Paine, wri- 
ting about monarchy, had askedf whe- 
ther it was a metaphor, a trick, or a 
chest ? What would Mr Perceval say 
in answer to such questions ? Would 
he tell them it was useful and neces- 
sary ? Would he say what were its ser- 
vices? What answer would he make? 
He showed, by his conduct, at least, 
that it could be done without. The 
whole of these proceedings bore, and 
must bear to the people, the appear- 
ance of a fraud and a sham. If the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer could 
persuade the houso to remain so long 
without a king, and then make one 
for his own purpose, how could# he 
avoid the infallible conclusion drawn 
by sbme person* unfriendly to the 
constitution of this land ? A commit- 
tee had been appointed to report up- 
on the number of sinecures ; upon Mr 
Perceval’s plan, illustrated by his con- 
duct for the last two months, he 
might as well refer the highest office 
in the state to that committee. But far 
different opinions, indeed, do I,” pur- 
sued Sir Francis, «< entertain of the • 
use and dignity of the office of king : 
the king ought to be a great and ef- 
ficient* magistrate, and it would be 
little less than treason to the consti- 
tution and the country to go <fti pas- 
sively as wc have done for some time, 

Or for me to refrain from the declara- 
tion of my opinion on this important 
occasion. What signifies it to the 
country by what names and distinc- 
tions physicians call or define delirium 
and insanity, #and so forth ? tsi$, I 
will agk,«fit or safe that when the 
king is incapacitated by either, such 
a state of government shobld'go on. 
Vacillating from time to time, mini- 
sters sometimes concealing the fects 
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from, the public, ahd at other times 
unable to. conceal thgm f It would be 
a species of treason to suffer the go- 
vernment to continue longer in such 
a state. Thje foist, resolution is un- 
fortunately too dearly true* To the 
second. { have stated an insurmount- 
able objection, because it contains a 
false assumption respecting the cha- 
racter and composition of this house. 
To the third I object entirely, be- 
cause I consider it to be contrary to 
the fundamentalprinciplesof the con- 
stitution. Against these two reso- 
lutions I shall give my vote, and I 
enter my solemn protest against the 
whole of these proceedings, as mise- 
rable shams and 'pretences, as aiming 
a mortal stab at the constitution of 
the country, and making an oligar- 
chical House of Commons, varnished 
over with forms, togovferu the* coun- 
try.” 

The second resolution was passed 
.vith only Sir Francis Burdett’s dis- 
sentient voice ; but that voice, no 
doubt, was echoed in pot-houses and 
tap- rooms, and in the club meetings of 
journeymen manufacturers, whom it 
was equally calculated to mislead and 
to inflame. Mr Ponsonby began the 
opposition to the third resolution. 
“Themode proposed,” he said, M was 
to supply the mental incapacity which 
existed by a bill,— an act which im- 
plied the assent -and consent of the 
three, branches of legislature, and of 
that very branch whose incapacity 
rendered it necessary, and on whicn 
incapacity it rested a 8 the ground 
for- it* necessity! — It was 1 an act4>y 
the commons and by the lords/ th- 
ree jfoigf By their authority, the ro^al 
assent to be "given to that* public in- 
sirumenwby which the king unde- 
clared incapable of the .exercise of re* 
gal ' authority ! It was* ; indeed, to : 
make incapacity capable* to make in. 
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sanity rational, v and to call on the mo* 
natch* whose powers were suspended, 
to declare his successor tiH such time 
as it might please Jfrcrodenoeifco re- 
store them! Were iheythemsdves 
then rational l We ret theypapable ? 
Could they then be i& possession of 
their sound sense* if they^pfelded to 
such a proposition ? Never let the 
greatest .advocate for protestantism, 
never let the most captious censurer 
of the catholic religion, call transub- 
stantiation a fallacy ; for it was no 
greater mockery in the priest to detf*> J 
dare that to be true, against theV 
evidence c;f the senses of the people,, 
than for a grave legislature to affect 
to procure an assent from one declared 
to be incapable of giving it !” 

Concerning the .restrictions, Mr 
Ppnsonby argued, that «• it was just 
as possible to adjust them afterwards, 
when the parliament was complete by 
the revival of the royal functions ; 
but if, at forty-eight, the Prince of 
Wales was incapable of being intrust- 
ed with the direction and full powers 
of the government, he wckdd never, 
he feared, be fit for the throne. If 
he were such a person asto cause the 
house to suspect him now, they ought’ ' 
not to be content with rcstrictij^RS^ 
but to exclude him at once from the 
succession to the thrond. But in ad- 
dition to the impropriety of such re-* 
strictions, as affecting the apparent 
heir to the throne, the impolicy of ^ 
them, with respect to the public wel* 
fare, was also to be taken into viewd^ 
For at what time were ihey to be im-'r 
posed ? Was it of profohnd peace? - 
Was it of easy management ? Was it 
of no danger ? Was it of no burthen, > 
when they would create and be satis- 
fied with a crippled government, at 
this time when a government too weak 
wa9 almost certain ruin ? Mr Perce- 
val had expatiated upon* the blessings 
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enjoyed by tlie couatJ^ifor^ reigit of 
more than half a centa^y- ^ ^ht could 
they compare their present situation 
with what;they htii formerly enjoy- 
ed, and find for gratulation 

and triumpl^i^be ^td done ? Were 
they in pm8pf rJtyi in ease, in tran- 
quillity? Were tfiey^ free from dan- 
ger at home or abroad, or could they 
contemplate on, the ministerial bench 
men of splendid talents, sufficient in 
this awful emergency to command 
the confidence, to guide the counsels, 
and ..direct the energies of the state ? 
Could they be satisfied that such men 
were fit to be intrusted with the dcs- 
* times of the nation in times of so 
much peril, difficulty, and danger ? 
He dared to say the right honourable 
gentleman considered himself as one 
of those blessings, bf the reign he had 
so panegyrizedf for which they were 
bound to. be so thankful, and that 
*bia bill to continue the blessing of 
his government W little longer wbuld 
be another ! Foribiiriselffhe could not 
fay that he.ielt any gratitude to him 
or to his colleagues for the great ser- 
vices they hid rendered the country* 
They were not. so splendid but they - 
might <be dispensed with ; and he 
wou H boldly say, with all that re- 
epect and admiration for the king, ex- 
pressed by the fight honourable gen- 
tleman, that he should think the day 
"of his departure from power the best 
day the country ever saw !” 

In this discourteous strain, unpro** ^ 
vpjeed as it was by the occasion, and 
by the individual to whom it was ad- 
dressed,, did fifr Ponsonby wind up 
his spcfceK. He concluded by moving, 
in the«ehape of an amendment, an ad- 
dress to the pripce, requesting that 
he would assume the sovereign author 
rity during the king's indisposition, 
and no longer, under the title of Re- 
gent of. t&AUmtcd Kingdom. Mr 


Ponsonby, like Sir'Francis, had dwelt 
upon the proceedings at the revolu- 
tion as a precedent, and he had re- 
fetred to those at the restoration alpo. 
Upon these points was ably an- 
swered by Mr Canning. « In the 
circumstances of the restoration,” he 
said, w there*was no similitude to the 
present c$se ; we bad no right to ad- 
judicate, no Violation to repair ; we 
were not about to create a power, but 
to supply a temporary defect in the 
exercise of it : both houses,' in that 
instance, did what was necessary in 
the circumstances of that particular 
case, and nothing beyond ft $ in this 
we should do well to follow therft : but 
they held oipi.no other light which 
could be of use to us on the present 
occasion. The precedent of the re* 
volutioq was as little to the point, 
and yet some gentlemen carried their 
notions of the deference which was 
due to it to a ludicrous extent { they 
would have us imitate not only itfe 
main scope and action, but even its 
accidental defects, and would have us 
create to ourselves de Sciences for the 
sake of making the copy complete. 
Thus Mr Ponsonby had said, that 
there was no use made of the great 
seal in those acts of the revolution, 
by Which King James was declared 
to have abdicated the throne, and the 
Prince of Orange was called upoi^to 
take the government into his hands. 
Certainly there was not ; for how 
. could such an attempt succeed, when* 

: there- was, no king in whose nanw the * 
great seal could be used ; when the ' 

• executive power was not merely sus- ' 
pended in its functions, but rendered^ 
null by the absolute exclusion* of tb«P 
king, ancLthc'total want of the royal 
authority? Besides, there was a far- 
ther practical difficulty* in -affixing 
the great seal to any commission or 
act, as at that moment the great 6eaf 
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was at the bottcfth of the Thames* to eke out their numbers jwith a de- 
Sir F. Burdett,” continued Mr Can- potation from the aldermen andcom- 
‘ ning, «« carries this principle still far- mon-council of JLondon ; therefore a 
ther. He is so attached to the re- parliament actually existing ought to 
volution in all its parts, that he finds be dissolved, or rather Ought to dis* 
a great defect in that particular of solve itself, ( for I know, riot what au- 
our situation, which to ordinary ob- thority there is to dissolvents,) mere- 
servers would appear a considerable, ly that there may be one feature more 
though to be sure only an accident- of resemblance between the revolution 
at advantage. At the time* of the re- and th$ present time. I prize the 
volution there was no parliament sit- blessings derived from the revolution, 
ting. The honourable baronet, there- and respect the authority of those 
fore, finds that the first address to the who conducted i£, as highly as the ho- 
prince of Orange was voted, not by no urable baronet, or any other manr I 
the parliament, but by an assembly think the proceedings of that time 
of personl, to which a deputation of wise, and just, and necessary; but be- , 
alderrfien and common-council of the cause they were necessary, therefore 
city of JLondo/i had been discreetly just and wise. But I do not think it 
called, to give their assistance and ad* an indispensable proof of my value 
vice. In the warmth of his zeal for and veneration for that illustrious 
the precedent of the revolution, he precedent, that I should consider it 
seems to think that f the accidental as a rule for all occasions ; that I 
circumstance of an existing parlia- should think the example of revo^ 
ment should be got rid of without lutionary times applicable to quiets 
delay ; that we should immediately times ; and should consent, in the 
abdicate our authority and dissolve language of one who said all things 
ourselves at once, for the sake of as- well on these subjects, Mr Burke, 
sembling another body of representa- * to make the extreme medicine of 
tives, who should have the benefit of the constitution its daily bread.’ The 
advice and assistance from the lord 1 present case has difficulty enough* 
mayor, aldermen, and common-coun- but it has nothing of revolution init.” 
cil of the city of London. It is sure- Mr Canning then, professing his id- 

ly a singular remedy for the unfoitu- herencc to the principles upbnwhtch 
nate incapacity of one branch of the parliament had actedin 1788, argued 
constitution, to proceed unnecessarily that if no great benefit were to be 
to incapacitate the branches which obtained by the abandonment of a" 
happily remain entire. It is surely a recent precedent, it must be preduc- 
strdnge application of precedents to tive of no inconsiderable evil ; for it 
contend, that because at the time of* Would throw loose to all succeeding 
: the revolution there Happened tobeno times a question, which we even now 

E arliament (and that there was none, perceived the inconvenience of having ’ 
y the, way, was one of the grievan- to discuss on conflicting authorities, 
ceS which produced and justified the and by remote and disputable infe- 
fevolution,) because, irf order to pro- rehces; whereas' if,, that precedent, 
cure the semblance of a parliament, as far as it was then completed by 
it was then- necessary to collect the parliament, were adopted now, the 
scattered fragments of former H’Jules # question would be settled for all time 
of Commons, of a former reign,' and/ to come. To the inefcte of proceed- 
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ing by adless there was one objec* before this night, i have heard this 
tion which appeared insuperable. “ I night enough to convince me of its 
cannot conceive,” said he* 44 how we inexpediency, when the honourable ' 
can satisfactorily# to our own sense of baronet asked, why, if such powers, 
duty* provide for. the, care of the as it is proposed to suspend, caiTbe 
king’s person, andforthe resumption dispensed with for a limited time, they 
of his authority in the happy event should not be dispensed with altoge- 
of his convalescence* otherwise than ther ? I do not quarrel with the just- 
by bill, and by a bill which shall pre- ness of his reasoning : but 1 content 
cede the actual investiture of.the so- myself with observing, that in 1788 
vereigti power in any other hands, there was no party in this country 
We are providing for all future times which would have been prepared to 
and all possible case&, and we should apply and to act upon this inference, 
not do our duty fully, if, even in an I will now only add,” Mr Canning 
instance where, without any special concluded, M that I have formed my 
provision, we might rest assured that opinion upon this point updn the best 
the objects would be accomplished, deliberation that I could give* to it, 
we yet were not to take, upon a strict without concert or understanding with 
and abstract view of the case, the any party, or any set of men what- 
best security that the case admits ; ever, and with no other object than 
that is, the security of parliamentary the consideration of what may be best 
enactments! But as this is the only for the public 9 service* Having form- 
provision in the nature of limitation ed this opinion, 1 have thought it 
dr restriction, (if it can properly be candid and honest to avow it undis- 
called either) which I think cannot guisedly on the first mention of the 
properly be made except by bill, so subject of restrictions in this house ; 
it is the only one which 1 should wish and while I may yet hope, perhaps, 
to sec, under thecircumstances of the that the decision of those who have 
present times, attached to the exer- the conduct of this measure is not fi- 
ci$e of the powers of the crown, in the* naliy and unalterably made up. I am 
hands in which we are about to place not one of those, who think the dfc- 
them, or in any hands in which it is cutive power in this country too 
fit^iiat they should be placed. Re- strang $ or who think it can be wea- 
specting as I# do the precedent of kened, tn whatever hands, without 
17£fc, so far as 4 rests in principle, disadvantage to the public interests.” 
and is established by authority* I do Earl Temple, taking thesame ground 

not conceive all parts of all that was as Lord Grenville, aigued against pro- 
proposed on that occasion to be of ceeding by address, but, like Mr Can- 
squally permanent obligation. What ning, reserved himself upon tljp spe- 
depended upon the circumstances of cific points of* restriction, asserting 
the time, the change of circumstan- that, in times like these, the coup* 
ceft may naturally vary* And I own try could not be saved by any thing 
I cannot conceive a period less fa- short of royal ifuthority. Mir Adamt 
vonrable than that in which J am now objected to»the restrictions. “ The 
speaking, for the abrogation, or sms- whole of the prerogatives^ o( the 
pension of any of the legitimate crown,” he said, « wer&publTc trusts, 
powers of the crown. If I doubted conferred for the benefit of the peo* 
the expediency of such an experiment pie, and could not be done away with* 

• 1 
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or infringed upofli* without essential 
detriment to the public service. The 
proposition of withholding from the 
regent the power of creating peers for 
a*year, and until six weeks after the 
meeting of parliament) appeared to 
him pregnant with consequences o i 
the most disagreeable nature ; for it 
brought the prerogatives of the crown 
to be discussed in parliament ; and it 
might absolutely happen, that the up- 
per house, from an idea of preserving 
their own powers and privileges, by 
preventing any increase of their num- 
bers, might continue this restriction 
rid infinitum* Upon the whole, the 
soonifr the house got into the regu- 
lar march of tlfe constitution the bet- 
ter, and this would be best done by 
^lr Ponsonby’s proposed address.” 

Sir Samuel Romilly, taking the same 
side of the question, drgued after the 
manner of Sir Francis Burdett . « He 
could not look upon the precedent of 
1788,” he said, “ in any other light, 
but as a fraudulent trick. In mat- 
ters of civil life, what would be said 
of a set of men joining together, and 
making a contract for another in a 
state of insanity, and employing a 
jftrson as his solicitor, to affix his 
seal or his signatuic to .such a deed ? 
Should we not say, that such a deed 
was a gross imposture, and absolute- 
1} null and void ? The application to 
the present case was easy and obvious. 
Aiul if the two houses could proceed 
to pne act of legislation, why not to 
©they 2 Why should they not tuake 
war or peace, lay on* an embargo, or 
$$ercis<p^ny other act qfsoyereign 
poweV^;«|ud then say it was the plea- 
sure of •jiis majesty, 'because thejtwo 
houses thought proper to dp ail d 
to command the sanction of thurcat 

seal*?”' :, / * 

Mr Horner argUed for the mode 
of address, in a long and laboured 
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speech, which called forty a compli. 
me lit from, MTr broker, not more, he 
said, for his ingenuity in choosing the 
topics, than for his prudence iin whol- 
ly avoiding those which constituted 
the chief difficulties of t^e Case ; for, 
according to his view q£;tne subject, 
there were no difficulties attending 
it, and we had a clear, open, and un. 
objectionable course to pursue. Mr 
Croker then showed with his usual 
acuteness, that the mode of proceed- 
ing address otolyremoved what was 

called the fiction one step farther, get- 
ting rid of one difficulty, by substitu- 
ting other® more serious, and moreJia- 
hie to rational and constitutional objtec- ^ 
lions.” Mr Whitbread quoted a say- 
ing of Massena’s, “ Give me an army 
of 100, (XK) men, and if I invade Eng- 
land, I will cither conquer it, or leave 
it not worth having so, he said, the 

minister seemed to say, * ( Give me these 
restrictions, and if I have not thc^ 
power myself, I will at least make 
power not worth having.” “ Why,” 
he exclaimed, “ would you tie up the 
hands of the executive ? Why would 
you attempt to shade the splendour 
*of the throne ? Was the splendour of 
the throne calculated to make the 
man happy who filled it. Alas f No. 

It would make no man happy? Jt 
existed for the benefit of the nation. 
Was not the regent completely iftider 
your , subjection ? 'Could you not an- 
nihilate him when you pleased 2 You 
made him with the great seal, and 
wit If the great seal you could deprive 
him of his authority. /He had no se- 
curity. Parliament had six vyeeks for ' 
consideration, after the commence- 
ment of a session, whether hp, was 
again, to be continued with the pow- 
ers with which he wal invested* And 
thus, he wa9 brought as it were to 
the bar of your house. Whether or 
no the constitution could go on in 
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this way, Was a questfoji of m&st sc 
rious consideration: ' It rnfght Acci- 
dentally turn out well ; but \Ve were 
taking a leap Til thie dark. If it walk- 
ed tills course for weeks and months, 
hy might it? riot walk oh so for ever ? 
What jiicobitt'yever proposed more 
alarming measures than' these.” 

Lord Castlercagh replied to Mr 
Whitbread, after which a division toojc 
place, and the third resolution was 
earned by a majority of 112 $ £89 to 
1.57. The report of the committee 
was brought up the next evening, and 
another debate took place 
.Dec. 21. upon the resolutions. Mr 
Williams W ynn said, ** lift 
felt tonsidorable difficulty in stating 
his opinion, differing as it did from the 
opinions of those whom he most loved 
and respected : but he had to decide 
upon a great constitutional question, 
and could not give up his conviction 
in deference to the highest and most 
revered authorities. He had, how- 
ever, the satisfaction of knowing, that 
in the line of conduct which he adap- 
ted,' he was following the example of 
.one * whose memory he most honour- 
ed and revered, and whose name he 1 
bore. It would be as absurd to think 
of Wr^viding for giving the assent of 
thelctng, whom they had already^le- 
clarqd incapable, to the bill, as it would 
have been to have provided for giving 
’ the assent of Jame6 II. to the act de- 
claring his abdication. The functions 
of the executive were suspended^ and 
it was the duty of the house to pro- 
deed in the plainest way to supply the 
defect: that way was to declare the 
incapacity, and provide at once for 
supplying it by address.” The Hon. 
William Lamb, Mr Stewart, Mr Grat- 
tan, Sir John Newport, Mr Elliot, 
and Lord Porchester, argued in like 


manner, for proceiding by address.* 
Mr Stephen, Mr Wilbcrforce, ‘Mr 
Yorke, and Mr Addington supported 
the resolutions of the committee. 

. Mr Perceval, after replying with 
great ability to the various objections 
which had been brought against the 
proposed method of proceeding, no- 
ticed the # reference which had* been 
made to the state of the king in the 
years 1801 and 1804>, when he had 
two alight attacks of the same dis- 
ease, as that which at present disqua- 
lified him from business. M In both 
these instances, the fact,” he assert- 
ed, was notorious to parliament ; 
and in both, parliament abstained from 
noticing it.” Trom hence he took oc- 
casion to reply to the unworthy man- 
ner in which he and his colleague! 
had beep personally attacked. « I 
contend,” said* he, g * that the delays 
which parliament suffered 1 to take 
place, during the proceedings in 1788, 
and the periods which it allowed to 
elapse in 1801 and 1804?, without no- 
ticing his majesty’s indisposition, af- 
ford a strong proof, that parliament 
feds so much difficulty and inconve- 
nience, connected with the appoint- 
ment of a regent, that it will be dis- 
posed to pause for a long time before 
it tfrill take any step for that pur- 
pose. 1* collect that to be the feel- 
ing ^of parliament from another cir- 
cumstance ; namely, that it did not 
think proper to adopt any measures 
for establishing a permanent regency, 
after any of the indispositions alluded 
to, in case of thfcir recurrence. And 
it has been in consonance with this 
feeling, that his majesty’s minister* 
have acted' on the present ocbastozry 1 
We have-not* shut our eyes to the in- 
conveuicnccs that must exist jn * such 
a state of things ; we are*quite as sen- 


* Sir William Williams. 
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•ible of them as tie gentlemen on the 
opposite side possibly can be. It can* 
not be supposed, that we arc not aware 
ofjall the cases which have been put, 
where his majesty’s servants may be 
under the necessity of giving direc- 
tions in his name. We have not been 
blind to tliese things. If ministers 
should find it necessary to take such 
steps, they would be justified under 
the particular circumstances of the 
case ; but they would act under a 
heavy responsibility, and parliament 
would be bound in duty to examine 
their conduct afterwards. 1 am deep- 
ly convinced, that I stand in a situa- 
tion oY as deep responsibility as ever 
* minister stootl in : ,i^ is a double 
responsibility, a responsibility to the 
public, and a responsibility to the kin ? 
my master. I feel th^t to bp our si- 
tuation 5 and pafliament must have 
felt it so too, in suffering the delays 
that have already taken place. Gen- 
tlemen opposite may put what con- 
struction they please upon what I am 
about to say ; but I do contend bold- 
ly before parliament, and before my 
country, that if, under the circum- 
stances I have described, any measure, 
in any of the public departments, re- 
quired the sign manual, the officer 
at the head of that department would 
act most culpably if he did not issue 
the, necessary orders to his inferior, 
upon his responsibility. This is the 
view I have of the situation and of 
the duties of his majesty’s ministers ; 
and although gentlemen on the other 
•ide have thought proper to insinuate 
that our measures have been influen- 
ced by fc a desire of retaining our offi- 
ce*, I am sure the Rouse will not be 
of opinion that our situation is parti- 
cularly, enviable, or one that rottld by 
any' possibility be an object of choice. 
We feel— ^we admit— -all the inconve- 
niences of the present state of things ; 


but, considering the duration to be 
but short, are they in any degree 
equal to the inconvenience of; appoint- 
ing another person a to execute the 
functions of the sovereign ; or, in 
other words, of appointing a regent, 
unless the necessity of the case abso- 
lutely requires it ? It is not front feel- 
ings of delicacy only that his majesty’s 
ministers have acted, but from the con- 
viction that the preserving to his ma- 
jesty tj.e power qf exercising his au- 
thority immediately upon his recove- 
, y, without the interruption of a re- 
gent, would be a great national ad- 
vantage. The regent, when appoiqt- 
eti, world of course act as bethought 
best for the interests of the state, 
and even admitting that the plans 
which he would adopt would be bet- 
ter than those now pursued, yet I 
contend, that this changefrom a bad 
to a better system, with the proba- 
bility of again shortly recurring to the 
old system, would be much more in- 
jurious to the welfare of the public, 
than the inconveniences which have 
been so strongly urged by the gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the house. 

a In enumerating the inconvertiencei 
of our present situation, the cases of 
Sweden and of America have bflgu ad- 
verted to, and the state of our rela- 
tions with those countries. It cannot 
be ex pected that I should now give any 
particular information to the house, 
with regard to our present situation 
witlj those powers ; but I can under- 
take to say, that no inconvenience 
whatever has arisen with regard to ei- 
ther of them. The delay which lias ta- 
ken plate, has been no covert delay : it 
has been perfectly open, and ffte rea- 
son why it was asked, was fairly sta- 
ted/ We have had no disguise, no 
subterfuge ; our object was broadly 
and fairly stated to parliament. Sir, 
I say again, that jnmisters feel deep- 
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ly the h^vy responsibility of their 
situation : they know that tfteir con- 
duct will necessarily be examined and 
scrutinizedj>ypttliainent; they know 
that they n^yhave to request jus- 
tice from parliament for their con- 
duct, at a JgjopLe when those who are 
now censuring their conduct with so 
much acrimony may possess a great- 
er sway than they do at present. Is 
such a situation, then, a desirable 
one ? Is it an object of ambition ? Is 
it possible that any man, or set of 
men, can covet such a situation, or 
wish to retain it, except from the im- 
>oerious sense of the duty which they 
*owe to their sovereign and to their 
country ? That duty I will perform 
to the best of my humble abilities, 
and chterfully submit my conduct to 
the justice of parliament and of my 
country. * 

“ It has been asked, whether, if 
* under the present circumstances, the 
evacuation of Portugal were deemed 
necessary, any order could be sent 
out to Lord Wellington for that pur- 
pose ? And do gentlemen really be- 
lieve that any difficulty exists upon 
such a subject ? Do they really be- * 
lieve that Lord Wellington would rc- 
fuse^to obey an order transmitted to 
him, By his majesty's secretary* of 
state^ for that* purpose, merely be- 
cause he had heard of the king’s in- 
’ disposition ? Undoubtedly they do 
not ; the case they have put is then 
an imaginary one. Sir, in the office 
which I have the honour to hold, 
money must be taken out of the Ex- 
" chequer, for the public service ; it 
is the* bounden duty of ministers to 
see that^service performed ; and d& 
the honourable^ gentlemen opposite 
think that. I would hesitate to draw 
the money for that purpose?” — Here 
a loud cry of Hear, hear J was raised 
from the opposition bench, — ” .Sir,” 
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pursued Mr Perctwal, “ I am una- 
ble to account for the distinction 
which the gentlemen opposite appear 
to me to make between the two casea 
which I have put. When I said t^at 
ministers would not hesitate to give 
orders for the evacuation of Portu- 
gal, if it were deemed necessary, they 
seemed, Ijy their silence at least, to 
acquiesce in what I said ; but when 
t spoke of applying the money voted 
for the public service to the public 
service, they affect great astonish- 
ment, as if the principle of the two 
cases was not the same. But do they 
think that where money ha's been vo- 
ted by parliament, and orde&d by 
parliament to Ije applied to a particu* 
lar service, that I would hesitate to 
have that public service performed, for 
fear ofjLhe responsibility that would 
attach to me ?*Do they think that I 
would endanger the best interests of 
the country, from any consideration 
of personal danger to myself? Do 
they think that I would risk a muti- 
ny in the army or the navy, rather 
than take upon me the responsibility 
of issuing their pay ? No, sir, if £ 
could be guilty of such conduct, I 
should be unfit indeed for the situa- 
tion which 1 hold ; I should be guil- 
ty Of a base dereliction of my duty to 
my sovefeign and my country.” 

After this manly appeal, wltych, 
however it might be lost upon those 
persons to whom it was immediately 
addressed, was not lost upon the peo- 
ple of England, Mr PercevaLnpti- 
ced some questibns which, in the pre- 
ceding debate, had been put to him 
by Mr Whitbread, requiring to know 
at w4iose desire dhe of the king’s phy^ 
sicians had bfcen sent for, and whether 
the presence of that physical .was 
not disagreeable to his majesty. " With 
respect to these questions,” 6aid he, 
“ I hope I shall be pardoned if I say 
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that I will not answerthem unless com- 
manded by the house, because I can- 
not conceive any pood that could by 
any possibility arise from giving the 
information required.” 

To this part of Mr Perceval's 
speech, Mr Whitbread, desiring it 
might be recollected that he was 
forced to the necessity of an expla- 
nation, replied, that he would figure 
to himself a possible case. “ What,” 
said lie. “ if a man, and that man a 
king, in a state of two-fold blindness, 
bodily and mental, stretched on the 
be* 1 .f affliction, with his remaining 
faculties alive to the dread of being 
committed to the care of an indivi- 
dual personally obnoxious to him, 
should most fervently implore, and 
that his afflicted family, placed around 
his bed, should all unite in the sup- 
plication, that he*migKt not again be 
subjected to his comroul ? Can the 
house figure to itself a case of great- 
er miseiy ? And what, I ask, must 
be the feelings of those who could 
refuse such a supplication ? And is 
it uot more natural to suppose, that 
the malady of the patient would be 
increased, rather than alleviated, by 
the presence of tlie person so obnox- 
ious ?” It was 60 impossible that this 
could be true in the manner in which 
it was thus represented, that the re- 
presentation called forth no ansiver, 
and excited no attention in the pub- 
lic. This, however, was not the 
only extraordinary part of Mr Whit- 
bread’s speech. 41 Would to God,” 
said Tie, giving way«to a vehemence 
which was never more unhappily in- 
dulged^ " Would to God, that every 
member of the united parliament of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland had 
been predent to have heard the speech 
in whi$hf:w right honour ble the 
ChancdQ^ of the Exchequer has pro- 
claimed' his possession of the royal 


attributes, and has boldly and arro- 
gantly* triumphed in the usurpation ! 
Would Mr Pitt in the plenitude of 
his power have ventured upon such 
declarations ? Would he have damd, 
in the face of the Hou^of ^ommcms, 
to tell the nation that, interrup- 
tion of the functions of the sovereign, 
he and his colleagues would assume 
the conjroul of the public purse, and 
tliat the rights of the king descended 
to his g*rvant ? He would not : and 
shall it be endurbd that the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer of the present 
day should invest himself with pow- 
ers subve r sivc of every principle of 
the constitution — that he should * 
sume to himself the application of 
the public money when and how hr 
shall think proper, and, upon a pre- 
tended responsibility, trample upon 
that throne which he is sworn to sup- 
port ? If the right honourable gen- 
tleman were to ao an act for which 
there existed an unavoidable necessi- 
ty, and was afterwards to come to 
parliament and state that necessity, I 
trust, notwithstanding our political 
hostility, that I have justice andmag- 
‘nanimity enough in my nature to 
give my sanction to a bill of indem- 
nity for such an act. But the cases 
which he has alluded to are Sol ca- 
ses of necessity ; and ca the right ho- 
nourable gentleman has this night 
discovered so much arrogance and' 
presumption, I pledge myself to scru- 
tinize every act that he may venture, 
witH more than ordinary rigour. Ne* 
ver, in the whole course of my parlia- 
mentary life, did I witness such uu* * 
precedented boldness 1 But we are 
told that the subordinate oX?*rs of 
the Exchcqiier,and tlje otherbranchcs 
of the state, would not dare to refuse 
tbeunauthorizedmandateof the Trea- 
sury. The right honourable gentle- 
mao may < call spirits from the vasty 
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deep* bufwiil they come when he do ance to hia majesty; 1 and thttmming 
call for them V them no anti-monarchical sentimenrin ' my 

to obey his in strUctionerfciit could bosom, I would die rather than sub- 
he ptrtnbh thehri for * disobedience ? mit to the usurpation proclaimed -this 
H^e thosfc officers no positive du- night by the right honourable gen- 
ties to ? Have they taken tleman opposite.” 

no Oifcha r ®|^e l their consciences in Mr Adam followed with more mo- 

the po88eiwbri ot at the controul of deration in the same course of argu- 
theChancellorofthe Exchequer? Let ment, and dwelt upon the dangerous 
me advise him hot to be too presurjp- consequences which. were to be ap« 
tuous : he may pio&sibly find himstdf prehended from a system of prospec- 
under a delusion, 'riiis greVt mini- tive responsibility. “ Bold as Mr 
eter. who has led Usl to commercial Perceval's doctrine was.” he said. “ it 


prosperity and military renown, may, 
however, possibly find, from the splen- 
^dpurof his career, willing instruments 
’ in every department to uphold tlfe 
power he has ' wantonly usurped. 
Frointhe repeated impunity which 
every*Violation of oxir interests has 
met with, we have becoqjp so familiar 
with outrage, that very possibly the 
miuister of the present day may be 
* able to effect that, which if Mr Pitt, 
in 1788, with a whole nation at his 
back, had done, he would not have 
been suffered to .continue in the di- 
rection of public affairs one day long- 
er. The object of the right honour- 
able gentleman, in introducing a bill 
into the house, is evidently lor the 
pujpof^ of delay ; but I hereby give 
him and the house notice, that iff in 
the lpterval betVeen the present pe- 
riod agd Monday ^e’nnignt, his ma- 
jesty should not recover so complete- 
ly as to resume the royal functions, if 
no one else will institute such a pro- 
ceeding, l will myself move to take 
jAto consideration the best means of 
supplying any * future deficiency in 
the rotf af au t hdrity that may unfor- 
ttmat!-, —Cur. The right honpur- 
^bfe gentleman, and the knot of law- 
yers by whdm he‘ is surrounded, musf 
nbt lie thus allowed to devise modes 
of cheating us Out of the constitution. 
For myself, sir, haying sworn allegi- 
vo&. III. part r. » 


was worthy of observation* that whe- 
ther from a difference as Jo strength 
of nerves, or as to prodericq, there 
were others in the sqnac cabinet who 
were not so forward to hazard the 
same responsibility. He knew of 
his own knowledge, that the Chan- 
cellor of England would not put 
the great seal to* a commission of 
the peace.” Mr Perceval, replied, 
(S this could easily be accounted for ; 
there was always a commission of the 
peace existing, and it was not of great 
consequence whether one, two, or 
more names were added. But if 
there were serious occasion for put- 
ting the great seal to a commission, 
sucli as the suppression of a muti- 
ny, he was much mistaken in his no- 
ble *and jearned friend, if he would 
hesitate a single moment to affix the 
seal. 1 ’ Mr Perceval then begged riiat 
he might enter into a short explana- 
tion.^ consequence of w hat had fall- 
en from Mr Whitbread. “ That gen- 
tleman had expressed himself perfect- 
ly ready to grant him an indemnity 
for acts of absolute necessity ; now 
all that /He had said was, that, he 
thought during the delay which wag 
how unavoidable, all those who Held 1 
offices Should discharge their duty* to 
the utmost upon their own respon- 
sibility. The honourable gentleman 
had, however, charged him with ai- 
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turning a boh ■ and iVrogant tone. T o 
be sure.” saici Mr Perceval, “ I am a 
bad judge of myow"» defects, but, as 
far«n* f know myself I do not believe 
that improper boldness or arrogance 
belong to my character: Whether it 
does or not, I leave to the house to 
judge. It may happen, that some- 
times in the warmth of «h*bnfc?, and in 
the i*ngerneS!i to make mywlf perfect- 
ly heard and understood, I may raise 
my voice a little louder limn is abso- 
lutely necessary to convey my sen- 
timents to all parts of the house : but 
if this is &> be conceived a proof of 
ariogayee, the honourable gentleman 
himself will hardly escape the impu- 
tation ; for he also sometimes elevates 
lys, voice to a higher pitch than appears 
absolutely necessary In this man- 
ner did Mr Perceval always temper, by 
the gentleness of Ins nature, the heat 
of political violence. Mr Whitbread 
fell and acknowledged the courtesy 
of the reproof. He confessed, that 
among his many defects, his voice was 
sometimes louder than, perhaps, was 
necessary. There were many things 
in which he would w i-.h to rival Mr 
Perceval : he would wish to rival him 
in acuteness ; but above all things in 
his rapid transition fiom the warmth 
engendered by political cqjitest, to 
the good humour of private inter- 
coftrse. Then dexterously returning 
to his point of argument ; M Personal 
arrogance,” lv* said, “he certainly had 
not meant, but that degree of politi- 
cal irrogance which, made him now 
pledge his Responsibility so deeply. 
Under this responsibility mifli&ters 
might* take advantage of a mental 
malady in the king tty usurp a\l the 
powers of the state.” * 

‘Ltird William Russel declared, 
that ijpfjfty the second resolution he 
full yfc^ctirred with Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, arid that as long 33 he found Sir 


Francis maintaining doctrines which 
tended %o preserve the liberties of all 
the people of these realms, so long 
would Sir Francis find from him as 
warm a support as from any of his 
most determined partisans. He mo- 
ved the previous question upon all 
the resolutions, and fourteen persona 
voted with him against ninety-eight. 
Tl}e resolutions were (hen 
agreed to. When they Dec. 27. 
were b fought before the 
peers, Lord Liverpool spoke in favour 
of »hem with his characteristic perspi- 
cuity and good sense. “ He and his col- 
leagues,” said, €t had easily img-, 
gnied that upon some points in tlrfo 
great subject there would be consider- 
able opposition ; but after what had 
past, he had thought all personJvvould 
be agreed iy lookingback to the prece- 
dent of 1 789, as that'whidi might be 
denominated a rule of conduct, in re- 
spect to the form of their proceedings. 
The first principle laid down in form- 
ing that precedent was, that the throne 
must be considered as always full, 
and the political capacity of thfr so- 
vereign always in existence, what- 
soever may he the immediate tempo- 
rary incapacity or personal situation 
of the monarch. Look to tfc; rases 
of fhfancy, the infirmities of sickness, 
and l he infirmities of* old age.; jn all 
these cases you might be liable to all 
the inconvenience of a disputed suc- 
cession, under circumstances the most 
embarrassing, if this doctrine were 
not true. The second principle was, 
that the law knows of no such offic;, 
as that of regent, that is, an office 
created under special circumstances to 
avett a special exigency. Pknow, 
indeed,” said LordtLiverpool, “ tlv? 
opinion is entertained bv some indi- 
viduals, that the rules of the succes- 
sion to the throne ought to be ex- 
tended to the order and right of sue- 
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cession # to the regency. That, how- 
ever, has not been the principle upon 
which our ancestors have acted, nor 
has it been an acknowledged princi- 
ple in monarchical governments of 
any other .country, to which regu- 
lations similar to those of our own 
might have applied. So far from 
it, the heir apparent, in most other 
countries, is positively coi^idered as 
the last person that should be’ ap * 
pointed regent. The thi^d princi- 
ple on which the 'precedent of 1*789 
was founded, was that, in the whole 
extent of the history of this country, 
there has never been an instance of a 
Regency that was not appointed *by 
parliament ; and the fourth, that, with 
the exception of the Duke of Glou- 
cester, afterwards King Richard the 
Third, and of the Protector Somer- 
set, there is flat an Hfstance of one 
that was not in some way or other 
limited or restrained by parliament.” 

Lord Liverpool then spoke of the 
two inodes of proceeding which had 
been suggested. " I consider,” said 
l»ej “ that by bill, not only as the 
better, but as the only mode which, 
upon any sound view of the princi- 
ples of the constitution, can be adopt- 
ed, I conceive likewise, that the 
mode of proceeding by address, vKwld 
siol establish the authority of the re- 
gent so firmly, as that the courts of 
law would be controuled by it, be- 
cause, having no legislative sanction, 
they would not be bound to # take 
cognizance of his authority. An ad- 
,/dress, I admit, may call into activi- 
ty legal powers already in existence ; 
but Cannot, therefore, be considered 
j effioitfff to call forth or enact any 
^'powers not already existing ; so that 
our proceedings in parliament, if tfe 
were to adopt the mode by address, 
would not, in any instance* be acted 
upon in a court of law. This, there- 


fore, is a capitalobjection to tjp mode 
of proceeding by address, but^Soes not 
hold good with respect to that of pro- 
ceeding by bill, to which the great seal 
shall have been affixed. ifTiill, to 
which the great seal is fixed, has all 
the authority and power of law, so 
long as it remains unrepealed. The 
great geal, it is true, might be ide- 
ally affixed, but no objection of this 
ind can be made in a court of jus- 
tice'. The manner in which the great 
seal may have been affixed is not pro- 
perly an object of inquiry in a court, 
of law, but a discussion that can only 
take place in parliament! 

“ Upon the question of future pro- 
ceedings, ”|hp continued, “I mcazfnot 
at present to observe. I wish that 
the question respecting the resolu- 
tions pow before you should rest up- 
on its own merit?. I think they in- 
volve one of the greatest and most im- 
portant questions ever discussed in 
parliament ; they involve the most 
essential rights of the legislature j 
they involve the most essential inte- 
rests of the throne ; and in these con- 
siderations, they involve every thing 
most dear to the liberties of the sub- 
ject, most important to the preser- 
vation of the constitution. Their 
adoption would, in my firm convic- 
tion, aiford the best seem ity for the 
welfare and prosperity of the »oun- 
try, and hold out the most effectual 
protection for the rights and interests 
of all classes of the community ; for 
it cannot but be inconsistent with the 
genuine principles of the constitution 
and monarchy of this country, that 
ahy individual, however exalted in 
raitk or station! should be invested 
with th% powers of the sovereignty 
without the constitutional sanction 
and controul of parliament.” 

Earl Stanhope, w ho had interru pted 
Lord Liverpool in his speech to tell 
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him heavas taking a<false view of the 
law of tnc land, toldhim now he would 
put a case, in which an averment 
might s be made against the authority 
of the great seal. He did not think 
that the noble secretary of state was 
a thief, but he would suppose him to 
be one, for the sake of the argument, 
and that he had stolen the gr^at seal 
from the pocket of the noble and 
learned lord who sat next to him : 
Suppose he should then create himself 
Duke of Flushing, confer on himself 
a pension as large a-3 the great seal 
could give, and finally affix that seal 
to a pardon for having committed 
these acts. Could there be no aver- 
ment made against such pu )ceeding9 ? 
That was the law of the learned lord. 
Lord Stanhope then proposed an 
addition to the second resolution, 
stating, that the irieans provided by 
parliament for supplying the defect 
in the personal exercise of the royal 
authority should continue until the 
Houses of Lords and Commons, upon 
a full and satisfactory proof of the 
fact, should have declared that his 
majesty was so far recovered, as to 
be capable of performing the duties 
of his office. “ The light of deci- 
sion upon this point,” he said, “ re- 
mained with the two houses, apd they 
alone were competent to entertain the 
subject. Suppose six physicians whre 
in attendance on a monarch, and that 
four of them stated him to be capable 
of performing his regal duties, and 
two thought otherwise, though cer- 
tainly the four would be possessed 
of the majority, yet it would be pla- 
cing the, legislature in a mobt extra- 
ordinary situation. if two of thefbur 
were to b&, withdrawn, then the votes 
would bsequal ; and if three, those 
who thought* the sovereign incapable 
would have a majority. The unfor- 
tunate illness of his majgsty, which 


gave rise to the present* dlspussion, 
put him ift mind of one of the most 
acute replies which he had ever heard. 
It was made by one of the most learn- 
ed and able judges this country had 
ever produced, Mr Justice Burnet. 
He happened to be in company with 
a country squire, who asserted, that 
the office of a judge was a silly and 
useless ona, because no case had more 
than two tydes, and it was easy to see 
and declc/e whether it was black or 
white. The learned judge answered, 
that he was very right ; there was no 
difficulty in pointing out what was 
black 01 what was white; but the 
business of the judges lay entirely* 
among the greys. And in the case 
before them, there were so many 
shades of difference, such contrariety 
of opiuion, that it was a matter of 
very great nicety to discriminate be- 
tween them, and act in the manner 
most beneficial for the country'. No 
authority in the realm could execute 
that important duty, save and except 
the two houses of parliament. 

Lord Stanhope thought there could 
be no objection to his proposed amend- 
ment ; but it was negatived without 
a division. The ill-placed and in- 
decorous levity with which h^dtjji- 
versfiis opinions, frequently prevents 
them from being listened to with r the 
attention which they might otherwise 
deserve. Lord Holland objected to 
the second resolution ; “ because, ” 
he sajd, " he always thought it dan- 
gerous to debate abstract questions, 
for the introduction of which there’ 
w r as no necessity. Some persons 
thought the heir apparent hkd a 
right to the .office of regeni^iome 
tho fight the right to appoint was 
vested in parliament ; while others as- 
serted that it reverted to the people 
at large. All these jarring opinions, 
these metaphysical niceties in discus- 



Chap. 19.] HISTORY OF EUROPE. m 


s ion resblved themselves v into argu- 
ments of logic and grathmar : but all 
men knew there cpuld be but one re- 
gent, and the universal wish was, that 
the regal authority should be confer- 
ed on the heir apparent.” He there- 
fore moved ,the previous question on 
this resolution. This motion also 
was negatived without a divjpion. The 
third resolution was then moved, and 
opposed by Lord Holland for al- 
though,” said he, # “ I feel the force 
and cogency of thosearguments, which 
undeniably prove the great and dan- 
gerous increase in late times, arising 
itrom many causes, of the influence of 
thp crown, I can never consent to im- 
pose any temporary limitations on the 
roy^L prerogative — converting that 
which was givpn for the security and 
safety of the people iij^G’a direct and 
studied insult against the distinguish- 
ed individual whom y.ou call upon to 
administer the important functions of 
the executive authority. But, dis- 
missing from my consideration all re- 
ference to the feelings or the charac- 
ter of his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales, I stand up here for the peo- 
ple of England. 1 contend that these 
prerogatives have been conferred for 
tHeir Security ; that they are a* part 
of their right* j that unless necessary 
to *their interest^ and conducive to 
their safety, they ought not to exist 
at all ; but being their -right, and be- 
ing necessary for their security and 
welfare, there exists no other power 
/but that of a full parliament compe- 
tent to wrest ihem from them.” 

- Lord Holland next endeavoured to 
^shoi? *ftat there existed only the same 
| objections agayist proceeding by ad- 
l dress as agaiust proceeding by bifl : 

1 .MJBut,” said he, “ if this be granted, 
thfen it becomes the duty of your lord- 
ships to take the course most respectful 
It the illustrious pripce, to whom the 


powers of the executive are tome con- 
fided : But of all modes, that by bill 
I pronounce to be most odious s and 
disgusting to the royal personage.” 
Then passing to an attack upon mi- 
nisters, “ Lord Liverpool,” he said, 
“ had ventured to avow, that those who 
were lately the servants of the. crown 
had taken upon themselves the power 
of doing that, which the very course 
the house was pursuing proved could 
not legally be done without either bill 
or address. Did the noble secretin y 
mean to state, that we were so fur 
fallen in dignity and in fMing, as to 
suffer the attj ibutes and prefogatives 
of majcsty f to descend into the fywids 
of a faction r that we were to recog- 
nize in them the usurpation of the 
rights^of the monarch, at the very 
instant that we vfcre called upon by 
those who had thus usurped them 
to limit and restrict that prince, on 
whom at that moment the eyes of 
his country were fixed ?” Lord Hol- 
land concluded by moving, as an 
amendment, w that an address should 
be presented to the prince, request- 
ing him to take upon himself the go- 
vernment, and at the same time com- 
municating to him, that, in the opi- 
nion of the lords, it would be expe- 
dient t8 abstain from the exercise of 
al> such powers as the immediate exi- 
gencies of the state did not call into 
action, till parliament should have 
made provision for the future care of 
his majesty’s person during his indis- 
position, and Securing to him, when- 
ever it should please Divine Provi- 
dence to restore his health, the re- 
sumption of hiS authority.” , ,, 
The%Didke of Norfolk supported 
the amendment, and his Ro^l High- 
ness the Dukeof Sussex spoke on the 
same side with extraordinary vehe- 
mence. “ My lords,” said he “ I rise 
not mcrely^to approve of the amend- 
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ment, \>ut likewise to caution your 
lordships to listen with suspicion to 
any^sujggcstion coiqitig from that side 
of the nouse, upon a matter of so high 
importance, as to be equalled only by 
the magnitude of the calamity which 
gives rise to this momentous discus- 
sion. —Up wards of eight weeks have 
now elapsed, during which immense 
period, either the magistracy of roy- 
alty has been suspended, or the func- 
tions of that authority have been as- 
sumed by a committee of persons who 
have no right to exercise them. I 
have watcht'd with a jealous and an- 
xious eye, as far as I have been able, 
thaw hole proceedings o£ these late 
ministers of his majesty, resolved, 
when an opportunity occured, to state 
my most marked disapprobation of 
their conduct. Ytu have now, my 
loids, upon the minutes of the secret 
committee many deplorable and most 
melancholy fact.'', which affection for 
my father, and delicacy, have hither- 
to prevented my expatiating upon. 
The fact is unfortunately now but 
too clearly established of the malady 
of our most gracious sovereign. You 
have likewise the evidence of the 
physicians, as to the positive certain- 
ty of no personal communication be- 
tween the sovereign and his Ministers 
during that pencil. You also pos- 
sess the knowledge, that every indi- 
vidual of the royal family has been 
kept from the presence of the king. 
Can yfcu then for a moment conceive, 
cither that lus r.»a,ost^ has a Ace will 
of his own, or any will at all ? pan 
yo> 1 allow yourselves to he told, that 
you may remain perfectly ea$y*on 
the state of affairs, as Ids majesty *s 
late »mirjjBters have executed overy 
measure of expediency, which the 
pressure of the times required; and 
which they would have advised, could 


they have been admitted to the sove- 
reign Ms thi$ a justification of their 
conduct ? How can your lordships 
know whether his majesty would have 
approved of ‘ the advice of these mi- 
nisters, or not ? If I understand any 
thing of the constitution of my coun- 
try, the ministers of the sovereign are 
a set of rqen whom the king calls to 
his 'councils, and therefore are they 
styled hijfcontidential servants. They 
are to take the pleasure of their so- 
vereign, to advise him upon all mat- 
ters, wherein the welfare and interests 
of his people are concerned, to the 
betf of then knowledge and judge-* 
ment, for which they arc responsi- 
ble to parliament. In consequence 
of their representations, his majesty 
commands them how to act ; and for 
the execution., of these royal com- 
mands, they are equally amenable to 
the grand tribunal of the empire. 
Now then, dare those ministers assert 
that they have acted as they would 
have advised their royal master, whom 
they have not seen for those last eight 
weeks, with whom they have had 
rio personal communication, who has 
no free will of his own, and who is 
separated from all the t< ndcrest ties 
of iv. lure ? My lords, if thcsT Iaro 
courageous ministers have acted, they 
have usurped a p9\vcr which they 
have no right to exercise. If they 
have been frightened — if they have 
hesitated— if they have stumbled, 
and riot acted, why then, .my lords, 
they are equally treasonable for al-\ 
lowing the magistracy of royalty to 
be suspended Tor such a length <jf 
time, which is a situation tlitasatffiti- 
tutifen can never know^ and, of Course, | 
can never acknowledge. It is a shock 
the most dreadful, the most deadly, 
the constitution has ever received 
since the period of the revolution. 
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My lords, the sovereign is a sole 
corporation ; he never (lies ; he en- 
joys a political immortality. In at- 
tempting, therefore, the destruction 
of this grand constitutional principle* 
these late ministers of his majesty 
have committed a regicide act against 
the magistracy of royalty. 1 cannot 
separate for a moment the welfare of 
the constitution from the fvelfart of 
the king. They are so cpsely unt- 
ied, and so intimately connected, that 
whatever concerns the one affects the 
other. 1 presume, therefore, by the 
measures his majesty’s late ministers 
Jiave been pursuing, the constitution 
is in* danger; my father and sove- 
reign mint stand in the same perilous 
si ti mrion. It is by maintaining such 
doctrines, that I am fighting for the 
preservation of the monarchical con- 
stitution ; and watchilig the interests 
of the crown with warmer zeal, truer 
disinterestedness, and greater activity, 
thau ever the king’s confidential ser- 
vants can claim or pretend to. By 
the conduct these ministers have all 
along observed, they seem to me to 
have made a shield of the aoqpjvigp* 
instead of being the constitutional 
shield of their royal master. They 
ftcn.-Ho me, as if they were endea- 
vouring to taj^e advantage of the con- 
juncture to depress the crown, to ren- 
der it as much p&carious and elective 
as they can, and to raise the power 
of themselves upon the ruins of mo- 
narchy. if the estates proceed by 
bill, they assume to legislate, without 
the intervent'oii of the royal authori- 

^ >^011 is a violation oi the consti- 
103^1 Besides, if they do proceed 
by^a pretended act of the legislature, 
they claim to^lect the person, wfyo, 
for a time, shall exercise the magi- 
stracy of royalty ; and if it is admit- 
ted, that the two houses may thus 
elect the person who shall for a time 


exercise the magistracy of royalty, it 
will be difficult to resist th&t claim 
afterward?, at a future period, ti eket 
a person who shall permanently 1 xer- 
cise that royal authority. My lords, 
I hear of restrictions in the regency. 
I «ay, my lords, these restrictions 
cannot, must not be. If you feel t tie 
necessity of a regent, lie must have 
full powers, and not. be the very mum- 
mery of mock 1-1 y of royalty, which 
is the system mii 'sters are anxious to 
adopt. lie’ must be an efficient ma- 
gistrate, with thoseprerogatives which 
the common law of England assigns 
to a king, and which the people of 
the united kingdoms have a right to 
demand. *]nrom a variety of raffs cs, 
iny lords, I happened to be upwards 
of 18 years, during the progress of 
an awful amVcalamitous revolution, oft 
the continent. Wherever I flew from 
this Hydra, it followed mo. I watched 
as much as I coukPihe rapid strides it 
was making over the whole ot E uropc ; 
and n y observations have invariably 
been, that the constant and successful 
forerunner of the dowufai of tvery 
government was, either the bringing 
the magistracy of loyally into six- 
pence or disrepute, or the inflaming, 
injuring, and prejudicing the minds of 
the people against their sovereign and 
hjs heirs. God forbid, my lords, that 
I should ever foretel such a calamity 
to my country ; but, my lords, 1 hold 
it as a most sacred duty to warn you 
of the dangers which surround you 
at this moineyt. Wc have fTn excel- 
lent constitution, erected on the basis 
t oF a glorious revolution, formed by 
experience, apd beautified by time 
and cool reflection. So masterly arc 
the three component parts equipoised, 
that whatever should be anPencroach- 
merit on one of the three brandies, 
would carry with it the downfal of 
the two others ; ,and thus the entire 
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destruction of this Wonderful fabric, 
the $ublime8t proof of the mercy of 
Providence, and the Noblest specimen 
of i-he wisdom of man, would inevita- 
bly ensue. 

" Feeling, as I do at this moment, 
my lords, I cannot conclude other- 
wise than by imploring your lord- 
ships to pay your most seriovs atten- 
tion to a subject, in which the vital 
parts of our constitution are concern- 
ed ; and in quoting the words of a late 
and learned lord, who filled the wool- 
sack at the former and similar mo- 
mentous period of 1788-— ‘ May God 
forget me, *if I forget my king P— 
And to which pious and fervent eja- 
culation I must 'farther ‘add, with 
equal devotion — May God forget me, 
if £ forget the constitution of this 
country !— that constitution .which 
placed my family upon the throne of 
these realms ; that constitution which 
has been long ourpride, and the envy 
of all surrounding nations, and for 
the want of which blessing they have 
all been confounded into one horrible 
mass of anarchy, ruin, and despair, 
while we stand secure from revolu- 
tions, firm as a rock, as a great 
beacon of civil, constitutional, and 
religious liberty, in the midst of t a 
subjugated and desolated worlej,; that 
constitution for which my family have 
pledged themselves to live and die.** 
The Duke of York spoke to the 
same purport, but in a very different ' 
strain,. “ I should readily have vo- 
ted,” he*said, “ for a farther adjourn- 
ment, if it had been proposedby those 
who have been in* the enjoytaenfc bf 
his majesty/s confidence^ anu to 'whom 
I give credit f<jj; a dispositi^ not fft 
run too risk oi incurring any 

•eriou&eml^irrassment to the state, "by 
postponing to too Jate a periud the 
consideration of measures which must, 
under the continuance of fhesk me* 


lancholy circumstances, ultimately be* 
come tiecessdiy. But I object to the 
mode fahich^hey now propose, and 
tjie principle upon which it is propo- 
sed. I deny the authority* — the va- 
lidity of the principle, by vvtlich two 
estates of the realm caii substitute a 
phantom for the prescribed reality, 
and assume to themselves a power of 
establishing an act, for which, by the 
principle/ and acknowledged forma 
of the constitution, the sanction of 
the third, still existing, although ac- 
tually dormant, is particularly requi- 
red. I therefore adhere to the mode 
of address, which is not liable to the^ 
same objections ; and for the propo- 
sed restrictions, I consider them *a« 
not less dangerous in principle than 
in precedent. These are not times 
when the executive power, already 
subject to difficulties from its tempo- 
rary nature, (and temporary, I trust 
in God, it will prove,) should be still 
farther embarrassed and weakened by 
restrictions, which are not less unbe- 
coming than they would prove unne- 
cessary.” 

^Earl Moira, after hailing with joy 
the sentiments which had been deli- 
vered by the two illustrious dukes, 
joined in the attack upon ministers 
“ Th$y had asserted,” he said, “ that 
no material inconvenience had arisen 
from their delay in supplying the de- 
ficiency in the executive government i 
he could not agree with them in this 
assertion. It was impossible to look 
around, vand not to be sensible that 
inconveniences arose from it every 
day. How many thousands of ma? 
mitacturers were reduced at thjtjnio*^ 
ment to the greatest difficulties affd 
distresses, from not seeing in what 
channel to turn their speculations. 
These persons were not to be con- 
tented by the ministers holding them- 
selves up as the sovereign, and usurp* 
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ing the functions of the executive, doing without an* executive power* 
Tne noble secretary andJbia friends, which, during the course of the last, 
no doubt, considered themselves as two months, had given rise to the* 
possessing the light aiid brilliancy of practice of canvassing the practicable 
the sun, capable of directing every . lity of going on altogether without 
thing aright : he could not say that the regal authority. When he had 
he estimated them as being composed heard the statement of the noble se- 
of metal of such high value or lustre ; cretary, that no inconvenience had 
they no doubt possessed an excellent arisen to # the public service from the 
currency, if the house choso to take state in which the government had 
it at their own word. TfcApresent been since the commencement of his 
difficulties of which«they complained majesty’s illness, he feared that it 
arose wholly from themselves. The might afford grounds to the jacobins, 
evil was corrigible, but it had not if there were ouch a description of 
been corrected ; it was remediable, persons in this country, to, prose- 
qui had not been remedied. They cute their endeavours to overturn the 
tfad culpably neglected the duty they monarchical form of the government, 
owed to parliament and to the coun- They had tltitf undoubtedly the aft- 
try. * They had, instead of commu- thority of a noble lord, who was deeply 
nicating the real state of the case to acquainted with the secrets of goverif- 
parliament, on which had devolved ment, that th^ affairs of the country 
the right of providing^tor the deli- could be administered during the pe- 
. cicncy in the executive, resorted to riod of six or eight weeks l^ith the 
every artifice to promote delay, whilst powers of the executive suspended, 
in the mean time, they possessed They would naturally observe, if that 
themselves of all the powers of the could safely be the case for six or 
government. He had called them eight weeks, why not for six or eight 
ministers. He was wrong. They months, or for six or eight years ? 
were no longer ministers. From the # Then, when it would come to reason- 
moment the royal incapacity was de- ing with them, they might add, why 
dared, and the examination of the might not they, as well as the per- 
ph^siduUis was laid on their lord- sons in office, become the depositaries 
ships* table, from that moment titey of the functions of the executive l It 
ceased to be ministers,— they retain- would be natural enough for them to 
*d no more right to the possession of reason thus, when they reflected upon 
their offices, than the usurpation of the whole tenour of the measures pur- 
the royal power enabled them to . sued by the government since it fell 
maintain.” . into the present hands; when they 

« The address,” he continued, considered how # those opportunities, 

«• should have his most cordial sup- which fortune or providence had pre- 
porj, because it would give to parlia- sented^had been neglected or lost ; 
lucmt thg, designation of the person when .they saw ay our allies .ruined, 
to WT 'appointed regent 5 and be- our # commerqe annihilated, our ms \+k 
cause it would triable parliament nu fact ur&s starving, and this coun- ‘ 

attain its object of supplying the in- try left to contend alone^agai»et the ' 
capacity of the king, by. the shortest united force of Europe ;* when they 
course. It would likewise have the considered all this, and looked to the 
effect of .getting rid of that habit of persons composing the cabinet* they 
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might then indeed say, that they 
could form as good a cabinet ; that 
they could produce as pretty a bunch 
©£ kinglings as the persons who ap- 
peared to have assumed and usurped 
to themselves all the functions of the 
government. He called upon their 
lordships, therefore, not to lend them- 
selves' to a course which wquld have 
the effect of overturning the consti- 
tution of the monarchy, the bulwark 
of their liberties, and which would 
not only prove destructive to them- 
selves and their fellow subjects, but 
entail calamities unforeseen upon their 
posterity throughout ages/' 

Thc/Earlof Buckinghamshire, for 
h fin self, and for "Lord mouth, who 
was prevented bv illness from attend- 
Mg. supported the mode of procei d- 
iug which the’ niiv.ners proposed. 

He respected tin*- Bunco of Wales” 
he said, “as much as any man ; nut 
he was grieved to pcrrj\e, tint the 
question hud not been aigucd with 
that regard for tin iiitei.'ots of the 
king with which it ought to have 
been treated. The proceeding in 
1789 had been approved of by his 
majesty on hi . recovery, consequent- 
ly there was reason to think that the 
similar course which was now propo- 
sed would equally meet his approba- 
tion.” Tiie Marquis of Lansdowne 
spoke at length, and with his usual 
ability in favour of the amendment. 

There was not,” he s^id, “ a single 
instance to be found in which parlia- 
ment had assumed a power over the 
great seal : that seal had ever. been 
considered as the symbol of the royal 
authority ; the exclusive appendage 
to the personal exercise pf the sove- 
reign functions. It would Hot have 
beefi a greater absurdity in the* con- 
vention of 1888 to have used the 
great seal of James the Second, for 
the purpose of filling the throne be- 


fore it had been declared vacant, than 
it would now be for the two houses 
of parliament to employ the great 
seal of George the Third, to supply 
the existing defiociicy of the royal 
functions, after having voted the ac- 
tual incapacity of the sovereign. The 
noble secretary of state had indeed 
contended, that the object of the bill 
w^ich it*iva» intended to propose was, 
to maldf that complete by the great 
seal wjfich at present could not be 
made so. This, however, was impos- 
sible. It juninded him of an expe- 
dient bit upon at a. Westminster elec- 
tion, by a L’uly of men certainly not! 
sb enlighu end as his majesty ’& minis- 
ters, he meant the Irish chairhien. 
Thesepeopk , finding them selves some- 
times uupleasai fly situated with re- 
gard to the nohec officers, applied to 
one of the cofrffljittees of their favour- 
ite candid, te at the election, to know 
if there would be any objection to 
their getting their poles painted like 
the constables’ staves, conceiving that 
they would then, in any future quar- 
rel they might have with the police, 
* have lmv on tbeir side/ Thus, the 
noble lord appeared to think, that by 
the artificial covering which he pro- 
posed to the measure m agitation* he 
siiffhkl * have the law or. his side.” 

There is perhaps no one of the head- 
ing members of opposition who have, 
so seldom said in the heat of debate 
that which he would afterwards wish 
unsaid, as Lord Lansdowne. The 
calmness and fairness of his reasoning 
entitles him even when he is wrong 
to respect ; he never, in an offensive 
asi urnption of superiority^^ypoles 
hi ip self by hazarding presumptuous 
prophecies, and nevCr sufftrs a differ 
rer.ee of political opinion to excite ill 
him the feelings and assume the form 
of personal hostility. Yit in thepre* 
sent debate, Lord Lansdowne seem* 
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to have pressed an unfair argument 
against the ministers, tending to bring 
upon them a public odium, as u 9 
through their misconduct, the king 
had been subjected to personal ill- 
treatment. “ One of the objects,” 
he said, “the moBt pressing in its na- 
ture, the most important in its effects, 
and the most interesting to the feel- 
ings of their lordships, must U? to as- 
certain that the custody of lis ma- 
jesty's person should 4>e confided, du- 
ring the continuance of his unfortu- 
nate malady, to proper hands. Was 
• there a noble lord iu that house, how- 
tyer, who would state that, at the 

S nt* day, even after the delays 
1 had taken place, there existed 
a legal. and responsible custody for 
his majesty's person ? He trusted that 
the day wopld come, nty ouly when 
parliament would make every ncccs- 
• sary provision to that effect, but that 
a retrospective inquiry on this subject 
would Lake place ; and that if it was 
true that within these two days a 
gross abuse as to the care of the per- 
son of his majesty had taken place, 
by which even, as was rumoured, his, 
life had been endangered, such a 
gross violation should not pass with- 
out iim'Migation and punishment. He 
stated this only as a rumour, which 
he lfopod would prove unfounded ; 
"but it seemed to be one of those im- 
perious calls for the vigilance of their 
lordships in adoptingimmediate means 
of providing for the safe custody of 
his majesty's person, which could not 
be passed over.” 

yliord Grenville pursued this sub- 
fecfc^What.” he asked, *« would 
jibe the impression upon their lurd- 
jfihips, if it should appear that they? 
^ministers had assumed to themselves 
the custody of the lung's person ? IF 
after stating, and properly stating, 
that the Prince of Wales was not the 


person to whom, legally speaking, 
the care of the king's person ought 
to be confided, they had taken the 
care of that person upon themselves.? 
What must be the feelings of parlia- 
ment and of the country, if it should 
turn out that this had been done, not 
in compliance with the wishes of the 
royal family, but against their unani- 
mous and declared opinion ? What 
would be the measure of public in- 
dignation, if it should appear that 
these uncontrouled usurpers of the 
sovereignty, who would impose re- 
strictions upon the regent^ that re- 
gent being the heir apparent to the 
throne, had unfeelingly taken from 
the royal farfliiy that which was thfc 
established right of every family in 
the kingdom, the care and custodf 
of their *relatb$es previous to the in- 
terference of the Court of Chancery ? 
Through that court, the general asy- 
lum provided by the constitution for 
the protection of persons labouring 
under mental infirmity, all classes of 
his majesty's subjects were placed in 
a state of security in the event of 
their falling into so heavy a calamity. 
Was it right, then, that his majesty 
should in this respect be in a worse 
situation than the meanest of his sub- 
jects ? Was it not, on the contrary, 
mo^t just and proper, that his majes- 
ty, whenever visited by so severe an 
affliction, should find in his parliament 
an asylum such as the Court of Chan- 
cery afforded to his subjects, and de- 
rive from its v^isdom an equfll pro- 
tection, both in the ca; e of his sacred 
person and the maintenance of all his 
rights ?slBut before provision .could 
be rrtadj by,parliament for this pur- 
pose. there could be no doubt in any 
man* mind, that the guardianship of 
his majesty's person must belong of 
right to his nearest ^and dearest rela- 
tives,” » 
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To these accusations, which, if they 
had not been far too improbable to 
obtain credit, would have been of the 
ijrosJ serious nature, the Lord Chan- 
cellor only replied, that he would not 
condescend to notice what was stated 
merely from loose and indefinite re- 
ports in circulation, and that he ho- 
ped the country would givr the mi- 
nistry credit for acting with the very 
best intentions at a most difficult cri- 
sis. “ God help the man,” said lie, 
« who has an eye to their situa- 
tions ! ” 

The Earl of Buckinghamshire had 
said, that the delays which had already 
taken place wcje meritorious. “Me- 
ritorious !” exclaimed ‘Lord Gren- 
ville, “ at a time when it was said that 
{he eyes of Europe, nay of the whole 
civilized world, were fjxed w»th great 
anxiety on the conduct of the parlia- 
ment qf Great Britain 1 at a time 
when the fate of thousands might 
hang on the decision of an hour ! Pro- 
traction in such a case meritorious ! 
Why, it was putting to hazard the 
best interests of the country, and 
might entail calamity, not alone upon 
this nation, but upon the whole hu- 
man race. Supporting, then, as he 
meant to do, their proposition * he 
must still reprobate and condemn the 
accumulated criminality of ministers ; 
he must exclaim with all his might 
against the usurpation of those arro- 
gant men, who first, sinqe the days 
of Cromwell, had the audacity to as- 
sume and to exercise 4 the functions of 
the regal authority.” ' ‘ 

Lord Grenville, however, wHife he 
attacked the ministry with Vuch bit- 
terness, -supported the principle upon 
which tjhey proceeded, and vdted with 
them for proceeding by bill TKc re- 
solution was 'carried by a majority of 
MX) to 74 ; all the rbyal dukes voted 
'jb the minority) and joined in a pro* 


test against it, with many other peers. 
Thfey had previously had recourse to 
the singular measure of protesting 
against the intended restrictions as 
members of the royal family, in a let- 
ter to Mr Perceval, in tKp&e words : 

■* Wednesday night, 12 o’clock, Dec. 19, 

“ Sin,— -The Prince of Wales ha- 
ving as& mblcd the whole of the male 
branches of the royal family, and ha- 
ving communicated to us the plan in- 
tended to be proposed by his majes- 
ty’s confidential servants to the Lords 
and Commons, for the establishment 
of a restricted regency, should the' 
continuance of his majesty’s tfver-to- 
be deplored illness render it necessary; 
we feel it a duty we owe to hi& ma- 
jesty, to our country, and to our- 
selves, to enter our sole/nn protest 
against meas&rted, we consider as per- 
fectly unconstitutional as they are 
contrary to, and subversive of, the 
principles which seated our family 
upon the throne of this realm.” 

Mr Perceval replied for himself and 
f his colleagues in administration, ‘<that 
deeply as they lamented that the mea- 
sures which they had thought them- 
selves bound to propose, sTuffild Sp- 
peSr to their royal highnesses to de- 
serve a character so directly contrary 
to that which it hhd been their arixi^ 
ous endeavour should belong to it ; 
they must still, however,Jjave tjie con- 
solation of reflecting, that the princi- 
ples upon which they had acted obf 
tainedthe express and concurrent sup- 
port of the two houses of parlians^pt 
m the years 1788 and 9 ; tkatj^ose 
houses of parliament had the higl* 
satisfaction of receivihg, by the coip^ 
maud of his majesty, after 
jesty’s recovery, nis warmest acknow- 
ledgments for the additional proofs 
they had given of their affectionate 
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attachment, to his person, and of their 
zealous concern for the honour and 
interests of his crown, and the secu- 
rity and good government of his do- 
minions ; and that the uninterrupt- 
ed confidence which his majesty wps 
pleased to repose, for a long series of 
years, in the persons who proposed 
the measures which were grounded 
on those principles, cntitleddais ma- 
jesty’s servants, in their judjremcnt, 
still farther to conclude, that those 
principles and measures had the sanc- 
tion of his royal approbation.” The 
conduct of the royal dukes in this in- 
stance met with universal disapproba- 
tion ; they were severely censured fof 
having thus as it were attempted to 
fo**riW.hemselves into a college of prin- 
ces ; and they seem themselves to have 
been sensible of the impropriety into 
which they had beenjdd, for they 
confined themselves afterwards to the 
constitutional means of expressing 
their opinion, and entering their pro- 
test as peers of the realm. 

The preliminary resolutions having 
now* been agreed to by both houses, 
Mr Perceval proposed five others, de- 
claring, M 1st, That theprince should* 
be empowered to act as 
Dgc. 3 Q. regent ; ‘ 2 d, That, for a 
time to be limited, *his 
pow^r should itot extend to granting 
any rank of peerage to any persons, 
except Buch as might have performed 
some Signal naval or^nilifrary exploit ; 
3 d, That it should not extend the 
granting any office in reversion, nor 
any office, salary, or premium, for 
any other term than during his ma- 
jesty’s pleasure, except such offices 
as «Kir<rby law required. to be grant- 
ed for life, or during good behaviour $ 
4 th, That such parts of the king’s 
private property as were not vested in 
trustees, should now be so vested for 
his benefit $ and 5th, That (he pare 


of his person during his illness should 
be committed to the queen, who, for 
a limited time, should have power to 
remove, nominate, and appoint, to thp 
several offices in his household, # and 
to order every thing relating to her 
charge 5 and that a council should be 
appointed to advise and assist her, 
with powjr from time to time, and as 
they might see cause, to examine upon 
oath the physicians and others attend- 
inghis majesty’s person, touching the 
state of his health, and all matters re- 
lative thereto. “ If,” said Mr Per- 
ceval, « according to the opinion of 
the gentlemen opposite, rfo power 
whatever over the household should 
be vested in her majeSty, the conse* 
quence would be, that if his majesty 
were to recover a fortnight after thd 
passing <jf the bill, he would find his 
household derJnged, and his whole 
domestic establishment subverted. I 
am persuaded, therefore, that parlia- 
ment will be of opinion that the royal 
power over the household should be 
continued for a given period. I con- 
fess, that if there is any part of the 
provisions of the plan of 1788 which 
I am more particularly anxious to 
carry into effect than another, it it 
that part of them which respects these 
domestic arrangements. It would be 
most ungracious when, after expe- 
riencing tne blessings of his majesty’s 
reign for twenty-eight years, parlia- 
ment in .1788 adopted a provision 
on this subject similar to that which 
I propose, but without limit ;«a pro- 
vision to which*they were prompted 
by respect for his majesty’s charac- 
ter, and •tenderness for his majesty’* 
feelings.— I sayj it would be moat* 
ungenerous,* were his majesty to 
covernt a short period from fhe pre- 
sent, and on a comparison of what it 
was intended to do m 1788 . with what 
had been dope in 1810 , to be,led ic*» 
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conclude that tfye last twenty. two 
years of his life had diminished rather 
than increased the attachment of his 
subjects.” 

Upon the first resolution, the Ho- 
nourable Mr Lamhe moved that the 
words relating to restrictions should 
be omitted. He argued against the 
precedent of 1789, and maintained, 
that even those persons who regarded 
it with respect, ought to consider the 
different circum .lances of this coun- 
try at that time and <u the present. 
Then the country was not only in a 
state of peace, but of internal pros- 
perity anti safety ; now :t was enga- 
ged ii! foreign war, oppressed with in- 
ternal dissatisfjfction, and surrounded 
with peril and danger. With respect 
to external danger at the present mo- 
ment, he had not words to express 
his sense of it; fcnd hs to domestic- 
danger, though he had not^much fear 
in general of opinions that could be 
met with other opinions, he was not 
witho ut his apprehensions. What were 
called jacobinical principles in the 
former instance— the refinements of 
philosophy, and the speculations of 
theorists, which characterized that 
day, carried a sort of corrective in 
their own wildness and extravagance ; 
but the doctrines which were # now 
afloat were much more dangerous, 
because more specious and more seem- 
ingly constitutional. He would put 
it to those gentlemen who had the 
most recent experience of the diffi- 
culties, thrown in the way of govern- 
ment by the different parties in the 
house, and in the country, to say, if 
they fojLind the management of the 
public affairs, witlf the unimpaired 
vigour of the crown, %o *ery easy 
a matter? But if the influences of 
party prevailed at present, wuat would 
thc> do during a regency ; a period, 
’*when factions of all kiyds were sure 
to prevail the most. Was it fit, then, 


that the influence of such a politi- 
cal body as the royal household, for 
a political body it was, should be put 
into other hands than those of flic re- 
gent ? 

Mr Canning then rpse, and, in a 
speech .not less distinguished by its 
urbanity and candour, than by its 
clearness, eloquence and uniform abili- 
ty* explained the grounds upon which 
o*n tlu/e points he differed from Mr 
Perceval. I am anxious,” said he, 
to do this before the debate can 
have grown into asperity or conten- 
tion ; asperit),in which I utterly dis - 
claim any participation ; contention, in 
which, I truvSt, E need not assure my 
right lumourablc friend I should be 
most unwilling to engage in any diF- 
ference with him. We are now,” he 
continued, P arrived at that point in 
our proceedings, at which the opi- 
nions of those who have hitherto ge- 
neially agreed, may naturally be ex- 1 
pected to separate and diverge ; at 
that point, where authority fails us, 
and where discretion must begin.. To 
the discussion of points not decided 
inT788, and of circumstances essen- 
tially different' from those of that 
time, wc come as to so many new 
questions, unbiassed, by the authori- 
tyrof a precedent not strictly appli- 
cable, and unfettered in our judge- 
ment, so long as.we keep the range 
of our respective opinions within the 
® P h ere of tl*e constitution. 

“ We are all agreed that the most 
expedient mode of carrying on the 
executive government will be by ; a 
sole regent ; and that the regent 
should be no other than the illus- 
trious individual, by birth alKMtua- m 
ti<fci nearest to the throne. The ques- 
tion of to-night is, what portion of 
the regal powers and prerogatives . 
should be given to the regent, for 
the, execution of the arduous trust 
confided to him ; or what* portion 
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withholden fr®m him, for the pur- that, it\ providing for its delegation, 
pose (as I understand) of marking while ft is not possible to curtail 
that it is a trust confided, and not a those powers, which are in their na-* 
light adjudged to him ? Having found ture harsh and unpopular, it is neces- 
nnd recorded the actual incapacity of sary to abridge these milder, ^nore 


the sovereign ; having assumed and 
asserted the right and the, duty of 
the tivo houses of parliament to sup- 
ply that incapacity, let us now consi- 
der what is the nature of tjie busi- 
ness which through incapacity staiiSs 
still, and which we are to find the 
means of carrying on. It is the bu- 
siness of a mighty monarchy. It con- 
sists in the exercise of functions as 
large as the mind of man can con- 
ceive ; — in the regulation and direo- 
tiori* olythe affairs of a great, a free, 
and a powerful people ; — -in the care 
of their internal security and external 
interests ; — in the conduct of foreign 
ncgociatiows ; — in the^fecision of the 
vital questions of peace and war ; — 
and in the administration of the go- 
vernment throughout all the parts, 
provinces, and dependencies of an 
empire, extending itself into every 
quarter of the globe. 

« This is the awful office of a king ; 
the temporary execution of whiclf 
we are now about to devolve upon 
tjje recent. What is it that afford* 
a security to the people tor the ii&h- 
ful exercise eff all these important 
functions ? The responsibility of mi- 
* nisters. What are theftneans by which 
these functions operate*? They are 
those, which, according to the inhe- 
rent imperfection of human nature, 
nave at all times been the only motives 
to human actions, the only controul 
upon them of certain and permanent 
opwuttftn, — the piinisjimcnt of evil, 
and the re ward, of merit. Such ahen 
being the functions of monarchical go- 
vernment, and such being the means of 
rendering them efficient to the purposes 
cf good government, are wc to be. told 


amiable and endearing prerogatives, 
which bear an aspect of grace and fa- 
vour towns ds the subject ? or arc we 
to be told, that in depriving the re- 
gent of Ac means of grace to sweet- 
en the exercise of power, while we 
impose upon him all the invidious 
functions of government, we arc not 
making a most serious change in that 
branch of the constitution, which wc 
profess our desire to uphold in all it's 
powers and prerogatives ? What is 
necessary is,*to .provide for carrying 
on the functions of the disabled so- 
vereign : What is not necessary is, to 
change their nature. What is neces- 
sary is, that flic government should 
go on : What is not necessary is, that 
part of it should be arrested. Wc are 
compelled by necessity to delegate 
the exercise of the executive authori- 
ty to a regent : but there is no ne- 
cessity for making that cxeicise more 
difficult in his hands than in those of 
the rightful possessor ; for imposing 
new difficulties upon this arduous 
office, diminishing the means of its 
efficiency, and adding to the irk* 
somcneA of its burthen. But, per- 
hajfe, the prerogatives of the cjjown 
are more than adequate to the dis- 
charge of its important duties, more 
than sufficient to maintain the digni- 
ty and lustre of that throne, which 
he, to whom vfe are now intrusting 
the support of its rights and power?, 
will in due time himself bo called to 
fill*? Perhaps litis temporary delega- 
tion affords tui opportunity for trying 
an experiment, which in th£ person 
of the rightful occupaat could not 
be tried without danger.. 

« Sir, I qpnfew I dread the exam** 
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pie of this experiment* not /for any distinguished qualities 
use wfrich I believe to be intended to which hr was suppose! 




distinguished qualities of a geneva^ 
which he was supposed, but falsify 
• be made of it by my right honourable supposed, not to possess— 
friend ; most assuredly not, but from befoi^e the conclusion of the pment 
the manner in which it is likely to be year, exhibit to his* admiring and 
welcomed, felt, and treasured up for grateful countrymen another epeci- 
future use by others, who may be die- men of those more shining qualities, 
posed to employ it for purposes very for which he has been uniformly ac- 
foreign to his views. I am not one knowledged to be conspicuous, and 
of those, sir, who think tfle crown should terminate a campaign, signa- 
already too powerful. And being of lifced by such consummate prudence 

■ • .1 . .i • i 


opinion, that the executive power 
does not possess too much influence, 
or too extensive means of rewarding 
public services, T must, in consisten- 
cy with that opinion, contend that. 


and skill, by an achievement more 
congenial perhaps to his nature and 
habits — a brilliant victory— would I 
be th** man to deny to him the well- 
merited reward of more exalted rankin 


whatever portion of the powers of tire peerage i Or, if a gallant admiral. 


tllp crown shall be withheld from the 
regent, will be so much taken away 
from what is necessary for the due dis- 
charge of the indispensiblc functions 
of the monarchy. /Thinking {he plan 
of restrictions altogether objectiona- 
ble, I fhink that which is intended 
a 9 a mitigation and improvement the 
most objectionable part of it. My 
sentiments are too well known with- 


with the characteristic enterprizf of 
his profession, should rush into .bat- 
tle, with that animating exclamation 
with which kelson led on the battle 
of the Nilc**^ Peerage* or West- 
minster Abbey ! ’ would 1 be the man 
to contend for closing against his 
hopes one part of that glorious alter- 
native ? for leaving him, indeed, the 
monument to cover his remains if* he 


in these walls, not to secure me from 
any imputation of wishing to shut 
the ranks of the peerage against those, 
whose distinguished merit, in their 
country’s service by sea or land, shall 
hereafter entitle them to such exalted 
honours. The achievements oftnilitary 
herojsm are, by the common consent 
of mankind, fit objects of the highest 
reward. Would l consent to check 
•o legitimate and beneficial an ambi- 
tion?— to damp an ardour as splen- 
did in its character, *as pure iti it$ 
motive?*-~to withdraw' from Valour 
and prowess the just incitement which 
arises from an enthusiastic hope* of 
identifying their personal fame with 
the greatness, and the glory ofrfheir 
countiyfy What ! if Lord vV elling- 
ton, w(\o has displayed so eminent- 
ly* during the late campaign, those 


should fall ; but for shutting thenfnks 
of the peerage against his livingglory ? 
Long may such honours be so be- 
stowed ! many be the victories in 
which they shall be won and worn ! 

the manner in which I wish such 
rewards and distinction to be confer- 
red, is in the ordinary course of thfe 
constitution ; — in the spontaneous and* 
unfettered exercise of the royal pre- 
rogative 5 — such as it has been for 
ages— such as it is now— sqch as the 
very exception proposed by my right 
honourable friend proves that it ought 
to continues— but such as that excep- 
tion does not leave or make it. 9 w*:dd < 
accomplish this salutary and necessa- 
ry object by the very simple process 
of leaving thing# as they are^ njjfc fry 
first lopping off from tne rbyal jpre- 
rogative^ the power of granting peer* 



Chap. 19.] HISTORY 

agesgeneifolly.j and then turning round 
for the jlurpose of piecing it again, 
and restoring its former state in part, 
with a view to meet the circumstan- 
ces of a particular case. The neces- 
sary effect. pi this exception would 
be, not to relieve the prerogative 
from restraint, but to change its very 
nature ; to strip that part of it, which 
would be so withdrawn from the 
limitation, of one half of Its value. 
For in what does the value of this pre- 
rogative consist ? — Not surely in any 
duty and positive obligation imposed 
upon the possessor of it to give or 
assign a certain stipulated reward for 
a certain definite service. He is not 
adjudicate the specified and rightful 
callings of valour or merit. Tliere 
is a* grace and favour in the reward 
of eminent public services ; there is a 
discretion , in selecting them for that 
reward, which can only be found in 
the free choice of the sovereign, and 
in the spontaneous exertion of the 
royal prerogative. It is in this view 
that the grant of honours and distinc- 
tions is * twice blessed/ that 

1 It Wesseth him* that gives, and him that 
takes/ 

that it endears the bestower and re- 
ceiver So each other ; that the stresyn 
of nobility springs, as it were, warm 
from the heart of the sovereign* ere 
•it descends upon 'the favoured head 
of a meritorious subject. Strip the 
prerogative of this grace, this discre- 
tionary power, and you do not* only 
restrict its operation, but you destroy 
itft essence. If the law were to direct 
such honours to be conferred, where 
would the grace? Where would 
tH? gratitude be due ? Where tjie 
obligation conferred? Deprived qf 
all appearance of spontaneous boun- 
ty, the honour would be claimed as a 
right, not acknowledged as a favour, 
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and tie regent would be placed ia 
the situation of a*bare trustee indeed, 
hut of a trustee without confidence, 
authorized only to perform, in previ- 
ously specified cases, a prescribed a'fid " 
indispensable duty. Now as to the 
limitation itself. Is it exclusively in 
cases of military or naval merit that 
it is essential to the best interests of 
the state, that the person exercising 
the royal authority should have the 
unrestricted prerogative of creating 
peers ? Are there not other instances 
in which the exercise of such a pre^ 
rogative, unfettered by limitations, is 
equally necessary to enable a regent 
well and beneficially to administer the 
affairs of thy nation i I will suppose, 
for instance, rfiat the eminent person 
now holding the great seal, might be 
desirous of retiring from office ; and 
that th<5 regeat might in consequence 
select for his successor some one of 
the omatnent 3 of the bar. Now, un- 
der the restriction, which I am now 
considering, the regent could not ele- 
vate the object of his choice to the 
peerage. A lo d keeper might in- 
deed be appointed, and I am aware, 
that, in the eye of the law, the lord 
keeper and the lord chancellor are the 
same : whether lord keeper or lord 
chancellor, he is, by virtue of his of- 
fice, prdocutor of the House of Lords. 
But if he cannot be raised to the peer- 
age, must not great inconvenience at 
least, /perhaps more than inconveni- 
ence, be felt in the progress of public 
business, when he, who presides over 
the proceeding* of the peers, not being 
a peer himself, can take-up share in 
their dqjbates, but mu&t’Vrtmain at 
mi;te as the macie upon their table ? 

u A% to iny argument to be dedu- 
ced from a supposed abuse of, this 
prerogative, or from the tdo lavish 
use of it, either in recent or former 
times, the fault of that Argument 

t • a? 
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that it would lead not to a tempora- 
ry, bu£ to perpetual restriction of it. 
It would lead to abridging the pre- 
rogative in the possession of the crown, 
not to- a mere partial suspension of it 
in the hands of the regent. But the 
imputation of an extravagant use of 
this prerogative, is at least excessive- 
ly exaggerated. In very late times, 
and by the present administration, 
either whilst I was connected with it 
or sine's certainly there has been a 
most sparing use of the power of 
creating peers. But, looking back 
to former administrations, to which 
this abuse - is imputed, I must say, I 
verv nhich doubt, whether the House 
of Lords, numerous as it now is, has 
been so augmented as tf> bear a great- 
er proportion than heretofore, to the 
weight and influence of the Commons, 
and generally to Uie increased diffu- 
sion of wealth throughout all classes 
of the community. There is record- 
ed in our history one instance, and 
one only, of a flagrant abuse of this 
power for political purposes ; that 
in the reign of Queen Anne, when 
the Tory administration, by pouring 
twelve newly created peers in one day 
into the House of Lords, established 
a majority in their own favour. But 
even this abuse, if it were likely to<be 
be imitated, could not now t«c imita- 
ted successfully. It must be admit- 
ted, that the addition of twelve peers, 
when the whole number consisted but 
of 2fX>, must have borne a considera- 
ble proportion to the ‘whole. But 
now when the Houserof Lords con- 
sists of HijSO peers, what would be the 
addition of iwelve, even if, in # the pre- 
sent tim£s, such a stroke were likjjl) 
to be ventured ; and how inuefr great- 
er must the addition be to makg^uch 
a stiokc^periyanciitly decssi e! And 
here again jhc argument goes too 
for the object to which it is ap- 
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plied. If there be this,.dai%er in the 
unlimited power of creating peers, 
the limitation, to be effectual, must 
be made permanent. But to all such 
stretches of prerogative, the house 
well knows that there is a limitation 
more operative than the provisions of 
a bill ; more efficacious than any sys- 
tem of checks and balances,— the con- 
troul of public opinion. . 

K The slime ob jections apply, accord- 
ing to their kind and degree, to the 
next restriction,— that upon the grant 
of patent offices or pensions for life. 
Much has been said of late years, of 
the great extent of patronage, and of 
tl^c expediency of reducing it. I have 
never allowed the truth of the&cr state- 
ments. Investigation has shown tlkm 
to be exaggerated : and even if it 
were possible for me to consent to 
any change id the system, f it certain- 
ly should not 1 it to one, that should 
materially diminish its amount, though 
it might alter the mode of adminis- 
tering it. But that there must, and 
ought to exist, in the hands and at 
the discretion of the crown, means, 
and ample means too, for the remu- 
reration of public service in the civil 
and political departments of the state, 

I am, and have always been decided-, 
ly^of opinion. The legitimate use 
of such means appear^ to be iu the 
facility which they afford for winning 
men of ability, who may have no very . 
ample property, into the public ser- 
vice. Perhaps there arc few public 
men less interested than I am, in any 
probable arrangement of a new admi** 
nistration. I speak, therefore, with 
the more freedom upon these subjects. 
And as to any misuse, which ^nav be 
apprehended from favour and partial- 1 
it^ in the distribution r bf such offices 
as may fall vacant during the conti- 
nuance of the regency, I will fairly 
own, that, if his royal highness should 
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have tlie power of rewarding the 
longanS disinterested attachment, the 
steady and tried fidelity, and the 
great public talents of any individu- 
al, who even might not have strictly 
earned such reward by actual labour 
in office, I should not grudge such an 
exercise of the power of the regent ; 
nor think it more than a reasonable 
compensation to his royal highness 
for the cares, the anxieties, and* tin 
embarrassments of the situation, the 
duties of which he is called upon to 
discharge. The apprehension of any 
opposition being made to the return 
of his majesty to the exercise of his 
authority, must be felt, even by tfwe 
who‘*iise it, to be in the highest de- 
gree extravagant. If I could believe 
that thcreexisted a man so loot to what 
is due to himself, to hi| sovereign, and 
to speiety, as to harbour such an idea, 

I would nbt only not consent to give 
him power without restrictions, but I 
would not confide to him any power 
at all. I would not arm with ( a pig- 
my's straw 7 that man, into whose 
mind' so monstrous a design could 
even for a single moment find admit- 
tance. God forbid that any power 
should be granted, or any provision 
made, which could, either by perver- 
sion o? by accident, obstruct his 'ma- 
jesty’s resumption of his functions. I 
weft ild have nothing to impede, no- 
thing to retard, that resumption be- 
yond the moment, ’at which it should 
please a gracious Providence to restore 
him to the wishes of his people. No 
teffort, no exertion, should be neces- 
sary on his pi.rt. Like the sun, by 
the mere act of his . appearance, he 
should dissolve and dissipate all the 
clouds and vapours by which his lus- 
tre is obscured. , 

« 4 In exact proportion as w£makc 
anxious provision for the secure re- 
sumption of hid power by the king, 
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I thiik we should abstain from unne- 
cessarily restricting the powers of the 
regent. These, sir, are not times In 
which any man c m think it desir able 
to cripple the energies of the execu- 
tive government, in whatever hands 
it may be. But we must recollect 
that in the very circumstances of the 
king's situation — of his desired, and, 
(thanl? God !) probable recovery, 
there is a certain source of weakness 
to the ephemeral and evanescent go- 
vernment of the regent, which go- 
ing to repose in <he possession of 
power, can never be certain tb.' + it 
may not awake and find itself dissol- 
ved in the morning. The custody of 
his majesty’s pcrsifli, I take it to«bc 
perfectly clear, from every analogy of 
private life, and from all the feeli«gs 
of nature, should be given to the 
queen* With respect to the house- 
hold, I should much rather attach a 
large portion of that establishment 
peimanently to the service of his ma- 
jesty, than have the whole of it at- 
tached to him for a limited period, as 
proposed in the resolution, then to be 
revised and * retrenched. I say this 
with as much frankness, as if advising 
with my right honourable friend, as 
a member of the government, pievi- 
o«s to the bringing in of his measure* 

1 shoifld have recommended an at- 
tempt now to preserve r \ proper splen- 
dour to surround his majesty's per- 
son during the whole term of his na- 
tural life, should his illness unfortu- 
nately be commensurate witji his life, 
rather than Ittive the matter in pro- 
spective dependauce upoti tin deci- 
sion of^jorne future, and perhaps less 
favourable disposed period*. I may 
be wnang »r fanciful in point of feel- 
ing^bm I will own, ! am not satisfi- 
ed with a provision, which has the ap - 
pearance of hxiug a time, after which 
there is to be no hope efttertaine^f^ 
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his majesty’s recovery, I should be 
much better satisfic'd, that thi func- 
tions o'f the crown should remain in 
suspence to the longest period of 
which' the exigencies of the public 
service could possibly admit, than be 
thus reduced to the necessity of de- 
fining a period at which all hope is to 
be abandoned. And this appears to 
me to be the effect of providing a 
larger scale df household for a limi- 
ted time, with a recorded admission 
that it must then be altered ; of ac- 
cumulating comfort and splendour 
upon the 'period of hope, with an 
avowed view of reducing them to a 
more contracted scale at the era of 
(fespair. " • 

« Sir, I would do what is right at 
o*.ce, and once for all : I should not 
think any thing rigl \t but what was 
ample both for comfortfand fdr splen- 
dour ; and I would settle the esta- 
blishment permanently, in order that 
the portion of patronage, which may 
be withheld from the regent, may not 
be given to any body else. For upon 
this point I perfectly concur with my 
honourable friend on the other side, 
(Mr Lambe) that it would be high- 
ly improper to set up a new political 
power growing out of that influence, 
which belongs to the appointment of 
the household, aud which hts always 
hitherto been joined to the executive 
government. Why should that in- 
fluence subsist at all during the regen- 
cy ? The regent certainly must not pave 
it, an4. why should her majesty be 
burthened with it ? Why i&hould not 
the lordsof the bed-cham Demand such 
other attendants as ought ,to be at- 
tached to his majesty’s person, eajoy 
their places during life,* that is, du- 
ring the^ontinuance of the Ring’s 
illness, waiver that may ^e* inde- 
pendent alijie of the regent, or of 
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any other political influeifce what- 
ever? Something of this sbrt it apt i 
pears to me might be done, and might 1 
spare all the jealousies and heart- 
burnings to which disputed patronage 
and renewed discussions may give 
rise ; — while, more than any other 
practicable arrangement, i£ would se- 
cure to his majesty the most faith- 
ful and acceptable attendance. No 
vidws of* niggardly economy ought 
to be permitted to mix themselves 
with the consideration of how we 
may best provide for the safe, the 
tender, and the respectful care of 
the king. We must not think of sa- 
ving by his bickness. We must not 
forget that he is still our king. We 
must not consider him as a remnant 
to be thrown aside : but as a relic 
to be treate^ with pious devotion, 
to be consecrated with the prayers 
and the vows of all good men ; to be 
not immured, but mshrined amidst 
the gratitude and veneration of his 
subjects.” 

Lord Castlereagh supported . the 
restrictions, not as a precaution • ap- 
plicable to the present occasion, but 
Us a precedent important to futuri- > 
ty. M The transfer of the household 
from the executive government to the 
qjieen, he objected to, as ndf falling 
within the conservative principle for 
which he contended ; and to the'plan 
of a distinct household for the regent/ 
which followed ‘’from it, he objected 
both on grounds of economy and in- 
fluence. If the measure was wise and 
necessary, the expencc Would fora? 
but a subordinate objection ; he con- 
sidered, however, the transfer of such 
a branch of the influence of the coyyn m 
t* the queen as highly objectionable 
in tyjelf, as, mixing her majesty unne- 
cessarily in politics, and as carrying 
upon the face of it the appearance 
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of a double influence, which, if exer- 
cised adversely to the regent’s go- 
vernment, might seriously weaken it, 
wbilft, if thrown in aid of a separate 
household of his own, it might prove 
a most dangerous and unconstitu- 
tional increase of the influence of the 
crown.” 

Mr Leach argued at great length 
against the right of the two houses 
to limit the regent’s authority, con- 
cluding, from a review of history, that 
in no case, except in the precedent of 
1789, had it ever been thought ex- 
pedient io suspend, during the tem- 
porary possession of power, any func- 
tion ,or prerogative of royalty. 'Mr 
^ambe’s amendment was negatived 
by a majority of 224« to 200. The 
resolution for restricting the prero- 
gative respecting peerages, was car- 
ried by a majority of 16 ; that con- 
cerning pensions, by a majority of 
19. The fourth resolution was agreed 
to without a division ; the fifth was 
postponed till the morrow. 
Jfatb 1. Earl Gower then moved as 
an amendment, in place of the 
words which gave the queen the ma- 
nagement of the household, that the 
resolution should convey to her “such 
dire^ion of the household as might 
be suitable for the careof hia majesty’s 
royal persoli, and the maintenance of 
the royal dignity.” “ The increased 
expenpe,” he s;vid, “ with which it 
was proposed to burtlcn the nation, 
was, to say the least of it, ysmeces-^ 
sary. During the time of his majes- 
ty’s retirement, he would certainly 
have no occasion for his present house- 
hold and another reason which weigh- 
ed on his mind more than the consi- 
deration of cx pence, was the dinger 
of forming a party in the country, 
which might tend to weakedand im- 
pede the powers of the government.” 

LortLMiltoji said, M he considered 


^this Resolution at by far the most ob- 
jectionable of all the objectionable 
ones which had been proposed. Why, 
when the minister was talcing precau- 
tions against bad regents, was he # not 
equally solicitous against the esta- 
blishment of a precedent which might 
be serviceable to bad queens. His- 
tory was not without instances of am- 
bitious queens, deaf to all the consi- 
derations of honour and duty, esta- 
blishing their own influence upon the 
subversion of the interests of their 
husband, and of their family.”— 
Mr H. Addington, Mr {Stephen, and 
Lord Desart, supported* the resolu- 
tion : Mr H. Martin, Mr Jclhnstone, 
Sir S. Romilly, aftid Mr Adam, 4he 
amendment. Mr Fuller said, « Let 
them retain tlie king’s servants about 
him, that when he returned to his life 
and reeling^, he might find his old 
companions in attendance upon him, 
and see that his people Rad not de- 
serted him. The prince, hethought, as 
regent, should be restricted, and not 
have the power of enlarging the peer- 
age. I would act,” said he, M the 
same part I do now, if the prince 
himself were under the same circum- 
stances, or his darling daughter, and 
the prince ought to respect me for 
it. As for the 15,000b, upon which 
the whole matter turns, I look upon 
ft as a song, aiul believe thj* people 
would pay it themselves, sooner than 
their g/tod old king should be depri- 
ved of his comforts.” Mr Canning, 
who JjaS' seldom appeared to greater 
advantage than he did through the 
whdie co n r se o f these debates, brought 
the attention of the committee back 
% to the question, from which the* late 
spea!kers # liad wandered. 4t The ques- 
tion,” he said, « was jimply this ; 
what degree of power, and whether 
any political power, •should be grant- 
ed to hej* majesty ? Tnere is nojpv-itf 
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or difference of opinion as t<f t\vo # ing, as he is, so justly and tenderly, 
parts of the resolution ; that the queen endeared to the hearts of his subjects, 
should have the custody of his rr.ajcs- Whatever may be the arrangement 
ty*s person, and that she should have to be made for the care of his majes- 
a council for the due administration ty’s sacred person, I hope I need not 
of this trust. The part which forms disclaim the giving any vote or opi- 
the point of present discussion is, nion on the ground of any paltry and 
whether the trust to be confided to pitiful retrenchment. I would not 
the queen shall be accompanied with economize upon the sufferings of my 
a grant of political power, ani whe- king ; norfvould I agree that, in the 
ther we may not sufficiently provide state in which he at present lies, he 
for the comfort and dignity of his should be stripped of that splendour 
majesty, without committing consi- which must indicate to the world the 
derable political authority to hands consideration in which he is still held 
in which such authority has never be- by his faithful and loving subjects, 
fore been cdnatitutionally placed. The royal duilem,, however for the 
“ According to my view,” he con- moment its lustre may be dimmed » is 
tinted, “ of the State of tthis ques- not to be altogether shorn of it§ 
tion, if I were this night to vote for beams. T would not in the infirml- 
the .original resolution, I should at tics of the man forget the station and 
once decide affirmatively, that the character of the| monarch. I would 
queen should have the pflwer of re- shade the chamber of his sickness, 
moving sixteen great officers sitting not with the curtain of oblivion, but 
in the HoiTSe of Lords, and several with the veil of the sanctuary. I 
others having seats in the House of would place to guard it those, whom, 
Commons. The amendment allows if he should happily recover, he would 
sufficient time for deliberation as to be glad to find at hi's door ; and 
the precise quantum of political power these chosen sentinels should before* 
that ought to be lodged in the hands movable by any power whatever. 1 
of the queen, reserving it for more thick we should do our duty by ta- 
maturc discussion and future decision, king care that the sovereign shall 
Between these two courses, with the have those about him whom he Juim- • 
doubts, which, I confess, I entertain* self 4ias chosen ; so that when, upon 
upon the subject, I cannot but #, pre- waking from his trance, he may prc*. 
fer tlw.t, which, pledging the com-* nounco some well known name, he 
mittce against nothing but the sweep- may not he to he told * that he whom 
ing grant of the whole of the house- he calls for is 'not there.* On this 
hold, will not prevent the givings principle l should think »t better to 
due portion of power, even- poUti&f . form an establishment for the sove- 
po War, to her majesty, b^ provisions reign somewhat smaller in extent, but 
to be introduced into the bill, if, not liable to accident or uncertainty, 
upofe full "consideration, it shaH be than to continue the household fjjto- 
thought wise or necessary to do so. •' gether on its present scale for a limit- *• 
With regardto the exalted pel souage, ed tiifte, liable to changchereafter. I 
the object for" whom this provisi&i would rather take lees, but have it 
is to bo ntlflfc, .it is unnecessary to permaneht and unalterable, than have 
say, that he cljwms every attention, all f of a limited time, subject to fu- 
I qidv from his rank^ but £rom be- ture retrenchment, and with\a power 
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r to make any alterations in it, to whom- 
soever that power might be given. 

. «*The difficulty, which I chiefly feel 
in giving the power of removal to the 
queen, is that of intrusting political 
power in hands, where it had never 
formerly lodged, and thus creating 
an anomaly in the practice of the con- 
stitution. On the other hand, the 
regent, for his own sak$, if for no 
more weighty reasons, unquestiona- 
bly ought not to have the power of 
removing or appointing the persons 
who are to surround the sick-bed of 
the king. I see but one mode of ob- 
viating both these difficulties, name- 
ly, jhat of selecting that portion of 
jhc offices, the holders of which are 
called on more immediately to give 
their attendance on his majesty’s per- 
son, and fixing thenj immutably by 
lavV dining the continuance of his ma- 
jesty’s indisposition. 

“ The expence of this establishment 
would he as nothing. State the whole 
at 16,0001., of which 4*, 0001. comes 
back in taxes into the coffers of the 
state, and what is such a sum com- 
pared with that degree of comfort, 
of tenderness, and compassionate !md 
respectful care, which belongs to such 
an arrangement ? There would remain 
the office of lord chamberlain ;uthat 
qf the master of the horse ; and the 
two golden sticks — offices of pomp 
and show, which, are necessary to the 
office of regent, as having the com- 
mand of the guards, to form the 
foundation of the regent’s household 
splendour. The splendour of the 
throne, as such, ought, in my opinion, 
to accompany the royal dignity, and 
*be attached to the person charged 
with the executive power. .1 confess 
I think it infinitely more desirable, 
that the regent should exhibit him- 
self to the country, clothed as far as* 



authority, than with any new and se- 
parate establishment created for his 
new situation, and to pass a\lay toge- 
ther with it. The king’s lord cham- 
berlain, the king’s master .of the - 
horse, perhaps also (but of that I 
feel less confident) the king’s lord 
steward, officers, as they arc, nqt 
merely of domestic service, but of 
state, of pomp, and of political power, 
ought to be the officers of the regent £ 
ana whoever surrounds his person, 
ought of course to be under his con- 
trouL On the other hand, whatever 
inferior officers, even ii* the depart- 
ments of these greater officers of state, 
are near the person of the king, or 
employed* in his immediate service ; 
and generaFly all those, of whatever 
rank or station, who are objects of 
the king’s personal choice ; m short, 
who are strictly domestic^ not state, 
and not political officers, ought to be 
fixed permanently and irpcmoveabljy 
around the king, to watch and wait his 
recovery. My right honourable friend 
has said, that the period for winch ho 
proposes the present plan is short ; 
that till the expiration of that period, 
it is better to let things rerr un as 
they at present stand ; and that it 
will then be necessary to reconsider 
knd revise the whole plan ; to re- 
trciuAi the household establishment 
sf his majesty, and place that of the 
regent on a more enlarged aiffi suita- 
ble footing. There is something re- 
volting in the idea of holding out to 
the country two stages of proceed- 
ing ; one *is*the period of "hope, the 
other as the period of despair. I 
would' much rather look to the ques- 
tion once forsdl, then again return to 
it hereafter, with the prospect of re- 
garding his majesty’s disorder then as 
a permanent and incurable affliction. 

It is not the lapse o£a year tint can 
induce me to /leg id mV for the indjs- 
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position of the king, as if it weft hia 
death. While therS is life tljtore is 
hope. (The arrangements, which his 
illness makes necessary* are necessary 
noW ; what are.' unnecessary, ought 
not merely to be delayed, but ought 
not to be made at all. What ought 
to be made at all, I thought it had 
been agreed on all hands, ought ra- 
ther to be made before the regency is 
established, and while we have the 
power in our own hands, than left to 
the regent and his advisers to propose 
hereafter. And surely, of all the 
points upon* which we ought most 
carefully to* avoid creating a necessi- 
ty, or affording a plea for the regent’s 
interference, the uoyal household is 
the most . prominent. If is that up- 
on iphich our duty and our feelings 
most peremptorily call upon us to see 
justice done to the king. • It i& that 
which, if it be not the most unsafe, 
is the mostrinvidious to be left to the 
regent.” 

Mr Perceval replied , " he could not 
conceal the very great anxiety which 
he felt for the success of this resolu- 
tion, because if the amendment were 
agreed to, he could clearly anticipate, 
from the effect it might have upon 
the mind of his majesty, when lie 
should become convalescent, one of 
the moat serious calamities that Could 
befal the country,— a relapse into hia 
p resen tVui fortunate disease. In sub* 
mitring his propositions to the .com-, 
mittee, he had expressed a hope that 
the period would be but short, when 
his majesty would be enabled- to re-, 
aurac his functions of royalty, and 
with tlc£ expectation wished tc* limit 
a period within which no alteration in* 

1 lie establishment- should take place, 
being aware that his majesty’s feel- 
ings wouliJbe deferent if Ids recovery 
should be mor^. remote, from what 
they must be 'should he recover in a" 
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short period, and find that within that 
period, short as it was, parliament had' 
deranged his whole establishment* He 
entreated the house, therefore, to con* 
sider what the effect would be— what 
it might be one way ; and what would 
be the national inconvenience in the 
other way. A month or six weeks 
might restore his majesty to the wish- 
es of his people, and would not every 
gentleman then regret, that any de- 
rangement in his majesty’s establish- 
ment had taken place ? If it was de- 
eded by the house, the power of re- 
moval or dismissal, which maybe used 
for political purposes, might be taken 
away from her majesty. But he should 
most solemnly protest against any de- 
rangement of his majesty’s household 
at the present moment. He dreaded 
it as likely to produce the greatest 
calamity. He might have formed an 
erroneous opinion on the subject ; he 
trusted in God, if tlie amendment pro- 
osed was adopted, it might be found 
e had done so.” 

Mr Whitbread then rose, decla- 
ring that, after the very extraordinary 
speech of Mr Perceval, he could not* 
refrain from expressing his indigna- 
tion and astonishment. u That right 
honourable gentleman,” said hc*“na- 
vingpbroken down all the most import 
tant barriers of the constitution ; ha- 
ving usurped all the.prerogatives of* 
the crown ; has nov£ gone a stepfur-; 
ther, and added to his daring in nova* 
tions, by breaking down all the bar- 
riers provided to secure the freedom? 
and independence of debate in this 
house. Upon a question such as this,' 
however, it is not easy to draw the 
precise line of distinction, when aP* 
ebamnan, ought to interfere ; and* 
though, \ye are all conscious of the 
disorder, no man can readily fix upon 
'the particular expressions, which it 
Would jpe. right and projjei^to have 
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taken do B wn*' Can any man entertain whicfc the necessities, nay, the sjdva- 
a doubt for a moment, that it is in- tion cjf the empfre, might rfender in- 
consistent with the recognised and dispensible ? It is too much tor that 
established rules of debate to appeal right honourable gentleman, when 
against our* judgements' to our teel- arguing upon the possibility *or pro- 
ings, and to tell us, that if we shall bability of the speedy recovery of his 
vote for an amendment upon a mini- majesty, to assert, that the House of 
sterial resolution, the effect of that Commons, by barely doing its duty, 
vote will be to throw the royal mind would retard his amendment, or re- 
back from a state of convalescent produce the disorder ? Is not the only 
health and mental sanity into a state question at issue now, whether the 
of. deplorable derangement? Is this appointment and contrcnl of these 
conduct to be endured ? Are we then officers shall be given to the IV nee 
to be driven from the exercise of our of Walc3 or to the queen ? The right 
right of free debate by the disoi derly honourable gentleman says, that he is 
introduction of such topics, or the in- not actuated on this oenlion by u*y 
fluence of such unconstitutional me- * thirst of power. But what dffference 
naccs? And how deplorable a picture could there possibty be in the effect 
decs the right honourable gentleman on the king s mind, whether tliecoti- 
draw of the royal person, when he troul and patronage of these offices 
represents him as likely on his reco- were left to the queen or given to 
very to *be in future liable, from a the Prince Of Wales? And when it 
knowledge of a vote of this house, was contended that such a difference 
to have his mind thrown back into would take place, did nof the argu- 
unconsciousness and confusion ? If ment amount to this, that the aver- 
insinuations of this description are fit sion of hi*, majesty to his son the 
to be made, will they not give rise to Prince of Wales was such and so 
various and serious considerations in ^great, that, if told that his son had 
the public tftind, from which doubts nominated to these offices, the unweL. 
might very naturally spring as to !he come tidings would di ive reason from 
period and completion of his majes- her seat, and consign the king’s mind 
m ty’s pltimate recovery ? I will ask again to darkness and delusion ? The 
the right honourable gentleman, \*he- fight honourable gentleman and seve- 
th/er, at a time when the royal mind ral oPhis colleagues have talked much 
is susceptible of those agitations which tff the ungraciousness of the power 
so much trouble, has been taken to which he holds, and of the thankless 
describe; when feelings so sensible nature of the task which his duty 
and strong, as the house has been compels him to perform ; he is not 
„ told might possibly be awakened on actuated by a lust of powpr, but by 
a return to reason, he would venture a tender and* conscientious solicitude 
to submit to the king’s consideration for the preservation of the rights of 
aid judgement any of those niomen- his infirm master. Regal perturba- 
■■tdtis* subjects, which might press \ions, sir, and golden sorrows have 
upon the attention of governnfent ? long*long ago been described in finer 
Would he, or could he be expected, and more pathetic language, than the 
under any such circumstances, to right honourable gentleman has cm- 
offer to his royal consideration any ployed; yet, after aft^ve have heard, 
of those mpst interesting questions, I am cqnvinc^d that there instill* 
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lurking in his mind, as the#? had remissions of disease, when, the hand 
lurked in the mind'of a predtfcessor of the Almighty ceases to be heavy 
off his ill a similar situation, ( Mr Pitt ) upon him, he may bear the calamitous 
unconsciously no doubt, that very visitation with which he has been af- 
passion of which he denies the exist- flicted ; but the splendours of royal- 
ence. ty and the parade of 9tate would on- 

“ The resolutions, ” continued Mr ly serve to render more gloomy, by 
Whitbread, “ throughout, contain contrast, all the horrors of his present 
many studied insults to the Prigce of lamentable situation. 

Wales. Undoubtedly, so far as relates “ Everything, that can contribute 


to the prince, Mr Perceval lias ob- 
served hie own principle of dismissing 
all consideration of personal character; 
for he has certainly dismissed every 
consideration derived from his virtues 
and character from the view hr has ta- 
ken of tVe question. But with respect 
to she other exalted personage, lie soon 
forgot his own precept, appealed from 
our, sense of public duty to our indi- 
vidual feelings, and endeavoured to 
bias our independenbjudgement upon 
this great national question, by bring- 
ing home "to our consideration the 
personal sufferings of a sovereign en- 
deared by his many virtues to the af- 
fections of all his faithful subjects. 

* Consider,’ says the right honour- 
able gentleman, * consider the nume-* 
rous and exalted virtues of the king — 
consider the blessings of his long and 
happy reign — consider all the amiable 
and beneficent features of his person - 
nal character, and then say, whether 
you would think it right to curtail 
liis rights, or to bereave him of his 
accustomed state and splendour ?’ — 
Splendour ! Good God, what a word 
to be applied to a person in the un- 
fortunate condition to which his ma- 
jesty is reduced! Splendour!! Why, 
the consolation which alone can be 
effectual for his majesty ease of mind* 
is not to be sought in exterftal splen- 
dour, bjit in internal tranquillity, agd 
unruffled composure. Comfoit and 
pe^ce of mind We may find in the pi- 
ety and resignation witifi which, in the 


to his majesty’s convenience, or tend 
to afford him personal comfort, it is 
my opinion ought to be provided. 
And if I could possibly conceive, any 
good effect likely to result from con- 
tinuing arou.A him in his bed of sick- 
ness all the state and splendoyr of 
royalty, I should be the last man to 
object to such an arrangement. Jjrft 
his melancholy condition does not ad- 
mit of, nay, actually precludes, all ex- 
ternal splendour. Comfort — teal cbm - 
fort, on the contrary, it is fully capa- 
ble of. No man can doubt how con- 
solatory it must be to his majesty, so 
strongly attached as he is known to 
be to his old and faithful domestics, 
on the dawn of revived reason, to look 
about and find himself surtounded with 
southing friends, to encounter on each 
successive glance faces well known to 
him in happier moments of mental sa- 
nitvand health. But I will ask, how 
has this important part bf the com- 
forts of his majesty’s .unhappy condi- 
tion been attended to ? has e\cry thing 
been hitherto done to consult his per- 
sonal convenience and feelings, by pla- 
cing in attendance upon him those only 
who are personally acceptable to him, 
and whose bare presence might have 
the effect of alleviating the sense *t* 
any particular regimen or imavoi&aLu*' 
rcstmint? Upon this subject there are 
certain rumours afloat, which «*rc :iot 
creditable to those, be they who they 
may, who have taken upon themselves 
the cat’£ of his majesty’s person. The 
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day will,«I trust, come when this mat- 
ter shall be sifted to the bottom. I 
asked a question upon this subject on 
a former night, which was rather eva- 
ded than answered. I now repeat 
the question. I call upon the right 
honourable gentleman opposite to tell 
me, who has had hitherto the care 
and custody of his majesty's person ? 
This question may be evaded as 
it has been before, but I trust and 
hope that the House of Commons 
will not let the matter rest until the 
whole transaction shall be developed 
and exposed to the public." 

Mr Perceval observed a proper si- 
lcnce.*upon the question which vVas 
tljus put to him. Lord Castlereagh 
spoke m favour of the amendment, 
and it was carried by a majority of 
2 ( 2i* to 213. On the 'fol- 
lowing evening, the reso- Jan. 27. 
lutions were laid before the # 

.hoiiac, and Mr Perceval divided the 
house upon an amendment which went 
to restore the tilth resolution to its 
original state, but he was outvoted 
by three voices, — 217 to 214. When 
these resolutions were communica- 
ted to the House of Lords, the Earl 
of Liverpool said, he should move 
►an amendment upon the fifth. “ No- 
thing," he said, “ could be more Er- 
roneous than the supposition, that 
the state officemif the household are 
unconnected wuiwthe domestic com- 
forts of his majesty. The fact is, 
that there is not a menial servant in 
the palace, nor any person who in 
any way administeis to the domestic 
comforts of Ins majesty, who is not 
aA>oj)itcd by one of the great officers 
W Trie household. All he asked was, 
that thediV5>»sition of the household 
shoflWfJe alio wed to remain for twelve 
months with the queen, and v he wa9 
willing to agree that the great offi- 
ce's should ^lOt be remold during 
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that time. It qpuld not hereby be 

imputed to her majesty, that she coul # d 
improperly use any influence,* arising 
out of such an arrangement." • 
The Marquis of Lansdowne’ohject- 
ed to the restrictions, and moved that 
the words relating to them in the first 
resolution should be omitted. “ Feel- 
ing it Jiia duty," he said, « to call 
upon their lordships to stop in limine 
the proposition, in the extent in which 
it was offered them ; for 1 do warn 
your lordships," lie continued, “of 
the evils with which this proposition 
is fraught ; and do say, tfiat the track 
which you are called upon to pursue, 
is most dangerous and mischievous ; 
dangerous 1 ^ud mischievous to the 
crown, to this house, to the commu- 
nity in which we live, and to poste- 
rity ; ijll of whose interests it is your 
duty to protect, *for they are interests 
committed to your care, and, in my 
humble opinion, can alone*be preser- 
ved by your lordships' interposition 
this night. I am of opinion, that no 
part of the prerogative of the crown, 
as at present limited bylaw, can, with 
safety to the true interests of the 
state, be dispensed with; ajnd least 
of all at this time. Wh.it was the 
{Treat point on which our ancestors 
bestowed, happily for us, so much of 
their attention, care, and labour, at 
the period of the revolution ? # \Vhat, 
but that of restricting the preroga- 
tives of the crown within the narrow- 
est limits possible, ^fflisistcntly with 
the energy of the state ? What have 
our ancestors been so much employ- 
ed in, but that of examining the prin- 
ciple bn which the prerogatives oi 
the crown wefe granted ? Why, my 
lords* it would be a little too much 
to«Urgue, first, that we ye. right, in 
recognizing the prerogatives of thd 
crown, as settled at revolution ; 
and then lo sa7, that it bccomm-ost'i 
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less in the hands o( a regent, who safety, in its turn again, depends on 
mu3t lmc as much occasion fof it as the power of the crown, or upon those 
the king can have ; for it is for the be- who have the controul of the crpwn. 


nefit, not of the king, or of the re- 
gent, but it is an energy given to the 
regal power of the sovereignty, for 
the benefit of the people ! It would 
be a little too much to say, it was use- 
ful in the hinds of the king, and use- 
less, if not mischievous, in the hands 
of the regent. No, my lords, it must 
be always useful or always useless, in 
the hands of cither king or regent ; 
and, surely, the noble earl will not 
say, there f are any circumstances in 
the present times, or in the present 
state of affairs in this country, that 
call for a diminution in energy of 
executive authority ; or, if the noble 
earl were to undertake to establish 
the proposition, that the whple of 
the prerogatives of the crown ought 
not to devolve upon the regent, that 
some of it would be useless, and some 
mischievous, what course would the 
noble carl be constrained to take ? 
Why, that the energy of regal au- 
thority ought to be different in the 
hands of the king from that of the 
Regent ; that what may be good and 
useful in the one case, may be mis- 
chievous and useless in the other ; 
that what ought to' be exerted^n full 
vigour in the one, should be suspend- 
ed in the other | for that is, reall)*, 
neither more nor less them the pro- 
position which the noble earl has un- 
dertaken to prove. 

“ The various branches of the le- 
gislature, by their reciprocal controul 
and balance of each other, produce 
that' energy which constitutes the 
‘firmness, and that symmetry whicA 
constitutes the beauty of that stu- 
pendous fabric, ■ called the o istilu- 
tibn of Engl aifd, and upon the pre- 
servation of winch depends the safe- 
ty 4? t : iis country. jMuoh of that 


or those who exercise the functions 
of the crown. The question then is, 
whether the present be a period fit 
for curtailing the power of the crown ? 
I think it is not \ for which reason I 
am against the proposition of the no- 
blejearl, wKich proposes a curtailment 
so considerable as that of depriving 
it of the power of creating peers. 
With regard to the other house of 
parliament, it is true, that the regent 
is to be allowed the power of dissol- 
ving that hourfe, but that is the only 
courroul which the crown has; for, 
over this house, it has no power, aqd 
I would venture to ask your florid*, 
ships, whether you think it decent 
for you, considering the circumstan- 
ces of the country, and particulhrly 
the preset* state of the regal power, 
to emancipate yourselves from the 
constitutional controul of the crown, 
which you do by assenting to the re- 
striction against creating peers, by 
which you tie down and fetter the 
crpwn against any power to coun- 
terpoise yours, while you allow the 
crown power over the other house 
of parliament, by dissolving it* My. 
loifls, I am sure thiit such is far from 
being your lordships’ indention ; hut 
I must maintain, that such would be 
the effect of your ‘lordships’ concur- 
ring in tlie vote which is now propo- 
sed to .you.” 

Lord Grenville, assenting to the; 
limitations respecting the peerage, 
objected to the exception in favour 
of military services. M It w^s A le 
principle,” he said, “it *vas the glory ’ 
of this great and happyct untry, that 
there was not a man in it, let 'Ifli situ- 
ation be however humble, who might 
not expect to rise by talent into the 
highest offices of the s^te. There 
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•wras not* a peasants son who might 
not aspire to sit one day as high as 
any, even the highest of their lord- 
ships. It was in this that the spring 
ana principle was to be found, which 
supported the people of this country 
under all the pressure of their bur- 
thens. That house received no small 
share of its splendour from eminent 
men, who had risen into.it from the 
humble ranks of life. By the reso- 
lution, however, making an exception 
id favour of those who may achieve 
eminent naval or military services, 
the path of honour, and the object of 
laudable ambition was circumscribed. 
That pride which every Englishman 
feluin the knowledge of the doctrines 
jvhich he had just asserted, was sup- 
pressed, and the most fatal principles 
were introduced. Were their lord- 
shjps prepared thus Mo circumscribe 
the path to honour ? Were they pre- 
pared thus to stigmatize themselves, 
by-establishing so invidious a distinc- 
tion ? Were they prepared to declare, 
that those who held peerages for ci- 
'Vil services, either as legal men or as 
statesmen, held them by a title less 
worthy than that of the great, and 
eminent persons who had been justly 
distinguished for their naval and mi- 
litary achievements ? He was sure 
that he styoukfnot be understood as 
depreciating the merits of the heroes 
of the country. With the utmost 
refcpect for theft, was not ready 
to say, that their professions were 
exclusively the most honouiable or 
the most advantageous. There were 
•other memr of rising to rank in the 
Jpeerage, and those perhaps not infe- 
rior to military and naval distinction- 
No maiyfcould chink light Ivof th 
meri trfwmidh had placed the Iluke o 
STSflborough, or the representative 
of Lord Nelson, hi that house. But 
the son of Lord Chatham need not 


shrink before either of them in point 
of paternal gloi^r. Was the peerage, 
thenj to be confined to militarv and 
naval merit ? If the prince 'chose to 
find a suitable depositary for the $c#ls, 
no doubt he might find abkfcharac-^ 
tors in that house ; but was he to be 
prevented from looking for a proper 
person among other classes of his ma- 
jesty’s subjects 

Lord Lansdowne’s amendment 
was carried by a majority of three,— 
105 to 102. When the second re- 
solution was put to the vote, Lord 
Liverpool, in conformity to Lord 
Grenville’s opinion, indted an amend- 
ment, omitting the exception in fa- 
vour of military services, and the re- 
solution passed by a majority of fcix. 
The third and fourth were agreed to 
without a division. The fifth passed 
as it. came from the Commons, the 
amendment bcihg negatived by 100 
to 97- When the resolutions were 
reported, Lord Liverpool said, he 
should move to restore the words 
which the committee had agreed to 
leave out in the first resolution ; but 
the Marquis of Lansdowne replied, 
that as two distinct restrictions had 
since been voted, by which means 4 
the resolutions would appear incon- 
sistent, he would wave any opposi- 
tion 4 retaining, however, his express- 
ed opinion to its full extent. The re- 
solutions, therefore^passed tjie Lords 
in the same form as they came from 
the Commons, except in the point 
relating to militarWfimce } and this 
amendment was afterwards agreed to 
in the Commons, without any ob- 
jection. 

lliesc preliminary measures having 
•een thus settled, a deputation from 
oth houses waited on the prince and 
fhe queen, to acquaint tjienf with the 
resolutions which ^had been passed. - 
The queen answered, that « that sense 
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of duty and gratitude to the king, and 
of obligation to the, country, which 
induced •her in 1789 readily ti pro- 
mise her most earnest attention to 
th$ anxious and momentous trust at 
that tirlie intended to be reposed in 
her by parliament, had been strength- 
ened, if possible, by the uninterrupt- 
ed enjoyment of those blessings which 
she had continued to experienpe un- 
der the protection of his majesty since 
that period ; and she should be want- 
ing to all her duties, if she hesitated 
to accept the sacred trust which was 
now o fit red to her. The assistance, 
in point of ctfanciland advice, which 
the wisdom of parliament proposed 
to provide for her, made her undcr- 
takl' the charge vfitli greater hopes 
of being able satisfactorily to fulfil 
the important duties which it must 
impose upon her. Of the nature and 
importance of that clfcirge,” said her 
majesty, “ I cannot but be duly sen- 
sible, involving as it does every thing 
which is valuable to myself, as well 
as the highest interests of a people, 
endeared to me by so many tic*, and 
considerations, but by nothing so 
strongly as by their Steady, loyal, af- 
fectionate attachment to the best of 
kings.” 

The punre’s reply manifested, but p 
in a dignified manner, his displeasure 
at the course which had been pur- 
sued. T^.vas in these words : “ My* 
Lords and Gentlemen, — I receive the 
communication which the two houses 
have directed \ ov-to make to me, of 
their joint resolutions, on the subject 
of providing for ‘ the exercise of the 


regard for the interest of biff majesty 
and the nation, I should be ready to 
undertake the weighty and important 
trust proposed to be invested in me/ 
under the restrictions anc^ limitations 
stated in those resolutions. 


“ Conscious that every feeling of 
my heart would have prompted me, 
from dutiful affection to my beloved 


father and -sovereign, to have shown 
all *he reverential delicacy towards 


him inculcated in those resolutions. 


I cannot refrain from expressing my 
regret, that I should not have been 


allowed the opportunity of manifest- 
ing to his ifRicted and loyal subjects 
that such woi.M have been my con- 
duct. 


“ Deeply impressed, however, witl* 
the necessity of tranquillizing .the/ 
public mind, and determined to sub- 
mit to every personal sacrifice c^n r 
sistent with the regard I owe to the 
security of tny father’s crown, and 
the equal regard I owe to the 
fare of his people, ! do not hesitate 
to accept the office and situation pro- 
pm d to me, restricted as they are, 
still retaining every opinion expiess- 
ed fyy me upon a former and similar 
distressing occasion. 

“ In undertaking the trust propo. 
sal to me, I an) well aware of* the 


difficulties of the situation in which 
1 shall be placed ; but I shall rely 
with confidence upon* the constitu- 
tional advice of an enlightened par- 
liament, and the zealous support of 
a generous and loyal people. I will 
use all the means left to me to merit 


both. 


royal authority, during his majesty’s ** My Lords and Gentlemen. — You 
illness,' with those sentiments of re- :vill communicate this my answer to’ 
gard which I must ever 'entertain for I'thc two houses, accompanied by my 
tilt united desires of the two* houses, most fervent wishes and pVa'y®"*. that 
u With the same sentiment! I rc* the l'A vine Will may extricate usafi'd 
ceivc the expressed * hopes of the the nation from the grievous embar- 
Lords and Commons, that from my rassments of our present condition. 
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bv the speedy restoration of his ma- 
7 'a health. . 

ord Liverpool now moved a re- 
solution for putting the great seal to 
a commission for opening 
Jjmu 11. tfie parliament. Earl Grey, 
who had been absent during 
the previous proceedings, protested 
against them in the strong language 


of his party, accusing ministers of 
flagrant usurpation, and of grossly 
violating the constitution. 
solution passed upon a divisftSnoro! 
to 33. It passed the Commons, and 
on January 15tb, the session open-' 
cd under the regency by this com- 
mission. 
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No. I. 

' 1 

List ijf Public Acts , passed in *lhe 

Fourth Session of the Fourth Par - 

* liament of the United Kingdom of 

• Great Britain and Ireland — 50 th 

of George III . ¥ 

4 

<!• An Act for continuing to his 

^]S4ajesJy certain duties on malt, su- 
gafT tobacco, and snuff, in Great 
Britain ; and on pensions, offices, and 
personal estates in England, for the 
service of the year 3810. 

2. Act for raising the sum of 
10,500,0001. by Exchequer bills, for 
the service of Great Britain, for the 

, year 1#10. 

3. Act for raising the sum* of 
1*$Q0, ,000L*by Exchequer bills, for 
the service of Great Britain, for the 
year 1810. 

4. Act to indemnity such persons 
in the united kingdom as havp omit- 

•tfed to qualify themselves for offices 
'and employments, and for extending 
th£i times limited foi those purposes 
respectively, until the 25th day of 
181,1 ; and- to permit such 
persons in j^reat BritajjMs have fcmit- 
tedTtcrflfpke and file affidavits of the 
execution of indentures of derks to 
attorneys and solicitors, to make and 


file the same on or befofc the 1st day 
of Hilary Term, 1811. * ^ 

5. Act to prohibit the distillation 
of spirits ffojn corn # or grain in Gifeat 
Britain for a limited time ; and to 
continue, until four months afterlthe 
expiration of such prohibition, an 
act of the l$st session of parliament, 
to suspend the importation of Bri- 
tish or Irish made spiritslnto Great 
Britain or Ireland respectively. 

6. Act to enable his Royal High- 
ness George Prince of Wales to 
grant leases of certain lands and pre- 
mises called Prince's Meadows, in 
the parish of Lambeth, in the coun- 
ty of Surrey, parcel of his said royal 
highness's duchy of Cornwall, for 
the purpose of building thereon. 

7. Act for punishing mutiny and 
desertion ; and for the better pay- 
ment of the army aneftheir quarters. 

8. Act for settling and^ecuring a 
certain annuity on Vfsvrdfifnt Welling- 
ton, and the two next persons to 
whom the title of Viscount Welling- 
ton shall descend, in consideration of 

^is eminent services. 

9»Act to cbntinue, until the 25th 
flaylff bfarch, 1811, so much of an 
aefrof the 47th year of hisJMajesty a« 
* allows a bounty on British plantation 
raw sugar e^po/ted. 
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10. Act for making* perpetual ccr- distillers; and for amending the, law 

tain. o£the provisions of an act cf the iclating to the distillery in Ireland. 
fifth' ye& of King George the/ first, f 16. Act for further continuing, 
ior m preventing the clandestine run- until the twenty-fifth day of Marcn, 
ning of 'uncustomed goods, and for 1811, an art of the forty-first yea^ 
preventing frauds relating to thd£us- of his present Majesty, for prohibit 
toms. ting the exportation from Ireland, 

11. Act to continue, until the and for permitting the importation 
25th day of March, 1815, jyveral into Ireland* duty-free, of corn and 
laws relating to the encouragement otheyp provivlons. 

of the Greenland whale fishciies. 17. Act to continue, until the 

12. Act to continue, /until the 25th day of March, 1811, an ac? for 

twenty-fifth day of Marclf, 1812, an regulating the drawbacks and bourn* 
act made in the forty-sixth year of ties on the exportation of sugar from 
bis present Majesty, for permitting Ireland. * ; 

the importation of masts, yards, bow- 18. Act lor further continuing, 
sprits, aifll timber for naval purposes, until* the 25th day of March, 1$11, 
from the British tolonie^ Sn North certain bounties and drawbacks on 
America, duty free. , the exportation of sugar from Great? 

lft. Act to continue an act, made Britain ; and for suspending thecoun^ 
in the forty-fourth year of his pre- tervailing duties, and bounties on su- 
sent Majesty, for pefmitf^g the ex- gar, when the duties imposed by an 
portation of salt from the port of act of the 16th year or his present 
Nassau in \he Island of New Provi- Majesty shall be suspended. 
dcnce, the port of Exuma and the J9. Act for further continuing, 
port of Crooked Island in the Balia- until the 25th day of March, 1811, 
ma Islands, in American ships com- an act made in the 89th year of his 
ing in ballast ; and to amend and present Majesty, for prohibiting the 
continue an act made in the fdriy- exportation from, and permitting the 
eighth year of his present Majesty, importation to Great Britain of corn, 
for permitting sugar and coffee to be and for allowing the importation of 
exported from his Majesty’s coloniej other articles of provision, without 
or plantations to any port in Europe payee pnt of duty, 
to the southward of Cape Eiriisterre, 20. Act for removing dbubts as tf* 
smd corp to be imported fiom such the power of appointing superintend- 
port, and fro coast of Africa, ants of quarantine, .and their assist- 
into the said colonies and plantation's, ants. 

until the Iweftc^&fth day of March, 21. 7\ ct f° r amending andcontinu- 
1815. * ing so amended, until the 25th day 

14*. Act for the. regulation of his of March, 1812, an act of .the 4£th 
Majesty’s royal marine forces while year of his present Majesty, for co^- 
©n shore. . * ^"olidating and extending the several 

1,;. Act to grant tt> his Majesty) ^avvs in force, fop allowing the iifi- 
durics upon spirits made or* disRileh 4, portatfon and exporta tianN^certaiji 
in Ireland , corn ; to allow cerr- goods and merchandize into amMrrfm 
tain dravylja^K^ *pn the exportation certain ports in the West Indies. - 
i thereof; to make fur^hef regulations 22. Act for authorising the lords 
Jo r tlv. encouragement oft licensed commi€wioiv?rs of the treasury to pur 
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<- base gjr lain quays within the port 34. Act for § allowing the export- 
of London. ^ \ atioiiof British and Irish xft^de mfdt 

23. Act for granting annuities tof irom|onc part of the united 'kingdom 
discharge certain Exchequer bills. to the other. 

‘2*h Act to amend an act, passed Act for altering the # mode of 

in the I ist session of Parliament, for coi&iting the duty on insurance* 
completing the militia of Great Bri- against loss by fire* upon property* 
to. a; and lo make further provision in his Miiestv’s islands and posies- 
f<> completing the said i|ilitia. sions in tl. West Ii dies, and clse- 

25. Act to amend sevo-.il acts % re- where beyond the and tor ex- 

lating to the local militia of Great emptmg certain bonds and receipts 
Britain. from stamp du'y, for giving \t lief in 

26. Act for errant ing a duty on cerraincasesofstampRspoihdormis- 
foreign plmu taken out of ware- used, ami for expl'amin" part of an 
house and expo: ted to foreign parts, act passed in the 48fcfi year of his 

27. Act to continue, until the 25th Majesty's reign, for gr.uVugj stamp 
dayof March, 1831, cert am ;.Cfs»rfi*ide duties ir ^ireat Britain. 

in the Parliament of Ireland, T or the 36. Act for grafting diitiuilie? to 
better regulation of the silk manufac- discharge an additional number of 
-lire. Exchequer bills * 

28. Act for inerrajjing the rates of 37 v Aci for enabling his Majesty 

subsistence to be paid to innkeepers to anTirnty on Jiis dtrene 

and others on quartering soldiers. Highness t’v Duke of ^Brunswick 

29| Act to amend an act of the Wolfci.butrch 
.ia^t session of Parliament, for amend- 38. Act to extend the provisions 
ing the Irish road acts. of an act passed in the- 48th year of 

30. Act to regulate tlic fees pay- his present Maje$t/'&u^m,Ui'nutcd, 

abletocoroners in Ireland, upon hold- 1 An act to permit certain Goods im- 
ing inquisitions,. ported into Ireland to be warehoused. 

31. Act for augmenting the sala- or secured without the Duties due on 
ries of the Lords of Session, Lords the Importation thereof being first 
Commissioners of Justiciary, and Ba- ^aid,* an d *° amen( l the same. 

.rons of Exchequer in Scot land, -land 39^ Act for repaying in certain ca- 
jjjdges in Il-eland. ses the duty paid on the export of fo- 

32. Act to repeal certain parts of Aign plain linen. ^ «» 

several acts of the Parliament of Ire- 40. Act for discontinuing the boun- 
land* so far as relates to the limiting ty on exportation of oil^of vitriol, 
the number of persons to be # carried and allowing a drawback of a pro- 

i’Jby stage coaches or other carriages ; portion of the duties paid j>n the im- 
*for enacting other limitations in lieu portation of foreign^ brimstone used 
thereof ; and for other purposes re- in making oil of vitriol, 
iating thereto. v 41/ Act for placing the duties of 

«3 Act for enabling tenants in jhawkers and pedlars under the ma- 
iail and for life, and also eccleSiasti- fagSfhent of the commissioners of 
cal* persons, to grant land for *the , hatkney coaches. * 

purpose of endowing schools in Ire- 42. Act for consolidating the dti* 

tics custoTni/or the Isle of Man, 
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and for placing the fame under the $khmnt of women deliverecLofbas- 
manageijient of the commissioners of hard children ; and to * make Other 
custom* m England; /' f provisions in lieu thereof. 

*• 43. Act for maintaining and keep- 52. Act to amend so much of an 
ing in repair roads made and bridges act, passed in che eighth* and ninth 
built in Scotland, under the aitno- year of King William the third, as' 
fity of the parliamentary commission- requires poor persons receiving alms 
ers for Highland roads and bridges, to wear badges. 

44. Act to prdvide for a durable 53. Act pr preventing frauds re- 

allowance of superannuation to the latiijg to the exportation of British 
officers of excise in Scotland, under and Irish made malt from one part 
certain restrictions. of the United Kingdom to the other* 

45. Act for raising the sum of 54. Act to revive and continue, 
12,000,0001. Jfy way of annuities. until the 25th day of March, 1811, 

46. Act for encouraging the con- an act of the 39th year of hiB present 
sumption of malt liquor in Ireland. Majesty, for the more effectual en- 

47. Act to extepd and ^mend the couragement of the British fisheries, 
provisions of an act made*in the 37th 55. Act to prohibit the import- 
year of his present Majesty, for the ation of Italian silk crapes and tiffs* 
relief and maintenance of insolvent nieB, and to increase the shares* of 
debtors detained in prison c in Ireland, seizures payable to officers in respect 

48. Act to repeal three^tets, made of foreign wrought silks and'foreigu 
in the 28th,, 30th, and 46th year of manufactured leather gloves. 

his present Majesty, for limiting the 56. Act to explain and ame nd an , 
number of persons to be carried on act passed in the last session of Par- 
the outside of stage coaches or other liament, for continuing and making 
carriages, and to enact other regula- perpetual several duties of one ihil- 
tions for carrying the«objects of the ling and sixpence in the pound, , re- 
said acts into effect. pealed by an act of the last session 

49. Act to amend the laws for the of Parliament, on offices and employ- 
relief of the poor, so far as relate to mentsof profits, and on annuities, pen- 
the examining and allowing the ac< sions and stipends. 

counts of churchwardens and />ver- 5f . Act to revive and continue, un- 
seers by justices of the peace. # til the 25th day of March, 1815, an 

50. Avt to explain and amend an act of the 23d year 'of his present 

act made in thelast session of Par- Majesty, for the more effectual* en- 
liament, refeti ng to the relief and em- couragement of the manufacture. of 
ployment of tne*poor, so far as re- flax in Great Britain. ; - 

fates to the more effectual carrying 5*1. Act to amend several acts for l 
the sameinto execution ; and to ex- the redemption and sale of. the land f 
tend the provisions thereof to parishes tax. \ * 

frhich shall* not have adopted thepro-^ 59. Act for more effectually pre- 
visions of an act of the 22<J ye gj^ oS; anting the embezzlement of mo 

his present Majesty, for tlie better, re- or securities for money, belonging to 
lief and enjoyment of the po.*r. •* the 'public, by any collector, reefci- 

51. Actto repeal so much of an ver, or other person intrusted with 
■act passed in the 7tl* year of King the receipt, care, or management 

first, as relates to the pu- thereof* • 
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, 80. . Act for permitting the export, the service of Great Britain, for the 
ation^to Newfoundland of foreign saltA year 1810. 
dutyfree, from the import warehouses \ 70^ Act to enable the coihmfesicm- 
at the port of Bristol ? and for re* ers ot his Majesty’s treasury to isiU£, 
peafing so much of an act of the last En^hequer bills, on the credit of siich 
Session as allows silt, the produce of aid&Yr supplies as have been or shall 
any part of Europe south of Cape be granted by Parliament fortheseri 
Finisterre, to be'shipped in any port vice of Great Britain, for the year 
of Europe direct to certain ports in 1810m. 

North America. % + 71. Act for appropriating part of 

61 . Act for making sugar aad cof- the surplus of the stamp duties grarit- 
of Guadaloupe, Saint Eustatia, ed in the 48th year of his present 
Saint Martin, and Saba, liable to the Majesty, for defraying the charges 
Same duty on importation as sugar of the loan made and stock created 
and: Ooffee, not of the British planta* in the present session <?f Parliament, 
tions, 72. Act for improving and, com- 

62* Act for the more effect ual’pre- pleting tfye harbour on the north side 
vention of smuggling in the Isle of of the Hill, of H&wth, near Dublin, 
Mau. and rendering it a fit situation for his 

• 63. Act to enable his Majesty to Majesty’s packets. • 

authorise the exportation of the ma- 73, Act to alter, explain, and 
chinery necessary for erecting a mint amend tlftsjawf now in force respect- 
in the Brazils. ing the trade of bakers, ^residing, out 

64». Act to permit the removal of of the city of London or the liberties 
goods, wares, and merchandize, from thereof, or beyond ten miles of the 
the port in Great Britain where first Royal Exchange, 
warehoused, to any other warehou- 74. Act to grant to his Majesty 
sing port, for the purpose of export- certain additional duties upon letters 
ation. # and packets sent by the post within 

' 65. Act for uniting the offices of Ireland. . 

surveyor-general of the land revenues 75. Act to grant to his Majesty, 
bf the crown, and surveyor-general of additional duty on dwelling-houses 
his Majesty’s woods, forests, pTurks, in Iceland, in respect of the windows 
and chases. or lights therein. 

66. Act to Authorise the judge-ad- # 76. Act to repeal certainties un- 
vbcate-general to sepdand receive let- der the care of the commissioners for 
tera and packets free from the duty managing the stamp dutit? in Ireland, 

.. of postage. , and to grant new «nd ‘’additional du- 

i 67. Act for the better preservation ties, and to amend the lpws relating 
of, heath fowl commonly called black to the stamp duties in Ireland. . 

g ime, in the counties of Somerset and 77. Act for imposing additional 

e yp n , ^ duties of customs on certain species 

t 68. Act for raising the sum c^,<^woo£ imported into Great Bri- 

2,400, 0001.? by way of annuities, for t am. . 

the service of Ireland. * r • 78. Act to repeaj ; an,acf made in 

* 69. Act for raising the sum of the forty-seventh, yfear of his present y 
6,000,0001., by Exchequer bills, for Majesty, fo*r suppressing insurrection* 
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and preventing the disturbances of East Ifldia Company sh&U Jure afcd 
the public peace in Ireland. . /cakeupships. 

/TO. Act for regulating thf ony 87. Act to amend tworictS,' rejatiing 
# tj#uance of licences for distilling" to the raising men for the service of 
spirits from sugar in the Lowlands of the East India Company; and the 
Scotland. * " V* quartering and billetting such men $ 

* 80. Act for reviving and further ahd to trials by regimental courts 

continuing, until, the 25th day of martial. 

March, 1811, several laws for^allow- 88. Actjto make provisions for a 
ing the importation of certain fish lgjyted time respecting certain grants 
from Newfoundland and the coast of of offices. 

Labrador, and of certain fish from 89. Act for defraying, until tlfe 
parts of the coast of his Majesty’s 25th day of March, 1811, the charge 
North American colonies, and for or the pay and clothing of the mUi- 
granting bounties thereon. tia of Ireland, and for making allow- 

81 . Act to continue, until the first ances in certain cases to subaltern 
day of 'August, 1S11, certain acts officers of the said militia during 
foi* appointing cdlnmissipiers to en- peace. 

quire into the fees, gratuities, per- 90. Act for defraying the charge 
quifutes, and emoluments received in of the pay and clothing of the militia 
several public offices in Ireland, to and local militij in Great Britain for 
examine into any abtises^niicfi may the year 1810. 4 

exist in the same, and into the mode 91. Act to revive and continue, 
of receiving, collecting, issuing, and until the 25th day of March, ^81L , 
accounting for public money iu Ire- and amend so much of an act made 
land. in the thirty-ninth and fortieth year 

82. Act to amend the laws relative of his present Majesty, as grants cer- 

to the sale of flax seed and hemp seed tain allowances to adjutants and ser- 
in Ireland* jeant majors of the militia of England 

83. Act to repeal several acts re- dist'mbodied under an act of the same 
specting the woollen manufacture, session of parliament. 

and for indemnifying persons liable ty 92. Act for making allowances in 

any penalty for having acted contrary ccrlwin cases to subaltern officers of 
thereto. * the militia in' Great Britain, whijp 

8^. ^ ^t for augmenting parochijA disembodied, 
stipends, in cerBft cases, in Scotland. 93. Act for the improving and 

85. Ac^to regulate the taking of completing the harbour of Holyhead, 
securities m^ll <dfices, in respect of in the Isle of Anglesey 

which security ought to be given ; 91-. Act for granting to hia Ma* i 

and for avoiding the grafit of all such jesty a sum of money to be raised by * 
offices, in the event of such security lotteries. - • % 

not being given within a time be * 95. Act to enable the corporation? 
limited after the grant of such office. V/ot preserving and improving* the, 

86, AcjLMamend two acts pMEcf^ port <rf Dublin, to erect, repair, and 

in the and fort} tlu«d maintain lighthouses round the coasts 

years of hfrprfg£ot Majesty, for re- of Ireland, and to raise a fund fur 

* gufeting the manner in* which the defraying the charge thereof. 
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98. Act to amend an act jpassed iijL- and for re-enacting such of the pro- 
tf^a sifej39JOft;df Parliament,' inthulcd%visioiiR thereof as have teeq found 
Act for increasing the Rates lise full with amendments. , , • 

of Subsistence to be paid to Inn- } lCH* Act for altering the amount 
keepers ani others, on quartering of certain duties of assessed taxelP* 
Soldiers.” ’ graflt^} by an act passed in tffe forty-. 

97. Act to continue, until the fif# ^eighth year of his present Majesty’s^ 
day of July, 1811, and to amend reign, and for granting to his Majesty 
several acts for granting certain rates, certain other duties ot assessed taxe* * 
and duties, and for allowing certain on the Articles therein mentioned. • 
drawbacks and bounties on goo&£ 105. Act to regulate the manner , 
\v$tres, and merchandize imported into of making surcharges of the duties of 
and exported from Ireland ; and to assessed taxes, and of the tax upon 
grant to his Majesty, until the s.'id the profits arising from property, 
fifth day of July, 1811, certain new professions, trades, and# offices, and 
and additional duties on the impor- for amending the acts relating to the 
tation, and to allow drawbacks #on said duties respectively. * 

the exportation of certain goods, 106. A et for regulating the m^n- 

wares, and merchandize into and from ner of assessing lands in certain case* 
Iceland. to the duties arising from the pro£u 

98. Act for raising the sum of of property, professions, trades, and 
216,1)001., by Treasury bills, for the offices, •an^for giving relief from the 
service of Ireland, for the year 1810. said duLiesOn occasion of losses in 

99. f Act to amend the several acts other cases therein mentiimed. 

renting to the making of malt, and 107. Act to regulate the examina- 
the granting of permits and ccrtifi- tion and payment of assignments fol- 
ates, and the regulations of braziers, clothing of his Majesty’s forces, 
and of persons employing more than 1 08. Act to amend and enlarge the 
one still in Ireland. powers of an act passed in the second 

100. Act for respiting certain fnA'S year of his present Majesty, for the 

imposed on stills in Ireland. encouragement of the fisheries of this 

10L Act for confirming an agree- kingdom, and the protection of the 
ment for the purchase of the priS/jge persons employed therein. 

31 $ butlerage of wines in Ireland, 109t Act to continue ioi two years,' 
entered into by the commissioners of aad from thence until the «md ot the 
his Majesty Vlhc^sur yin Ireland, and then next session ofoparliainflit, and 
the Ritfht Honourable Walter Earl amend an act made in the forty-seventh 
of Ormonde and Ossory and his tru->- year of his present ftu the 

*jtees, in pursuance of an act ifcadc in preventing improper persons from ha- 
%h c forty-sixth year of his present ving arms in Ireland. * 

Majesty’s reign. 110. Act to allow, umd the fort 

J lWAbtforthe more effectually day ofc August, IkII, the bunging 
owveftting the administering and ta- ,Jif coals, culm, »nd cinders to London 
king of unlawful oaths in Ireland ; ^fid Westminster by inland naviga- 
ana for the protection of magistrates tion. , 

and witnesses in criminal cases. Ill* A ct to limit ,tjie hmount ql 

1015. Act for repealing the several pensions to granted out of the 
law* relating to prison* in Ireland, civil list of .Scotland. 
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M2. Act for abridging the form yjfor the purchase of bhildingft afcd 
of extracting decrees of the Caurt ofir further improvement 
{Session* in Scotland, and for tye regi/ and places near to Wesbaihs^4||ill 
lation of certain parts of the proceed- and the two houses of Parlianu^tfl; 
shgs of that court. a ' * 

113. Act for enabling his ttajesty, Ho. j j m 

to raise the sum 'of 3,000,0001., for * 


the service of Great Britain. 

• 1 14. Act for granting to jus Ma- 
jesty a sum of money, to be raised by 
"Exchequer bills, and to be advanced 
and applied in the manner and upon 
the terihs therein mentioned, for the 
relief of the united company of mer- 
chants of England trading to the East 
Indies. • 

11 5/ Act for granting to his Ma- 
jesty certain sumtfof mone^ out of the 
consolidated fund of Great Britain, 
and for applying certain monies there- 
in mentioned, for the service of the 
year 1810; and foV fuj^ier ^appro- 
priating the supplies granted in this 
session of 'Parliament. 

116. Act to extend and amend the 
term and provisions of an act of the 
thirty-ninth and fortieth year of his 
present Majesty, for the better pre- 
ser vat ion oil timber in the New Forest, 
in the county of Southampton, and 
for ascertaining the boundaries of the 
said, forest, . and of the lands of tlje 
crown within the same. 

117. Act to direct that accounts 
of increase and~diminution of public 
salaries, penritbifr, and allowances, 
shall be annually laid before Parlia- 
ment* and to regulate and controul 
the granting aud paying of such sa- 
laries, pensions, and allowances. 

118. Act for regulating the offices 

of registers of Admiralty andrPrize^ 
Courts. * # f 

119. Ac^jfor further ‘amending 
and enkirg|feft6e powers of an act 
of the forep^fli&^h year of hi 9 present 
Majesty, ibf consofidat if. g and render- 
ing more effectual the several acts 


Treaty between Napoleon and Louis K 
j Buonaparte . 

His Majesty the Emperor of the 
French, King of Italy, ProtectoiPof 
the League of the Rhine, and Medi- 
ator of the Swiss Confederacy* and 
his Majesty the King of Holhnd, 
being desirous of terminating the dif- 
feiVnces that have arisen between 
them, and ofmaking the independence 
of Holland harmonize with the new 
circumstances wherein the English 
orders in council of 1807 have placed 
all the maritime powers, hate agreed 
to come to a mutual understanding 
thereon, and to that end have v nomij 
nated as their plenipotentiaries, "viz. 
his Majesty the Emperor of France, 
&c . the Sieur John Baptiste Nompere, 
Count de Chainpagny, Duke of Ca- 
dore, Grand Eagle of the Legion of 
Honour, &c., his Majesty’s Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, &c. ; and his 
Majesty the King of Holland, Charles * 
HanryVerheuil, Admiral of Holland, 
Grand Eagle. of the Legion of Ho- 
nour, Grand Cross of the Dutch Or- 
der of Union, his Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador to the Emperor and King; who, 
after exchanging their full powers, 
have agreed upon the following artiv* 
cles : . - * 

Art. I. Until the English govern- 
ment shall have solemnly abrogated 
the restrictions contained in its qrdfcrs 
in council of 1807, all commence 
whatsoever is prohibited between the 
ports of England and the portE) of Hol- 
land. Should there be reasons for 
granting licences, those only shall be 
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delivered^ the nam* bank Nymeguen, Boramet, and Won- 
v, £ idrichem ; then tSie principal stream 
V^Mi Aedrp^of 18,000men, of which tof thtiMerwe, which runs intoytte 
90w^ball be. cavalry, and consisting wieebcyh, through which, and alsb 
of 6,000 French and 12,000 Dutch, throufn the Hollandsch Qfcp, aacT 
shall be placed at afl the mouths of , the' Wolkerak, the line of demarca-.. 
the rivers, together with officers of tion shall be continued, until it reach " 

1 the French customs, to see that the the sea at Bieningen or Gravelingen, 
contents of. the foregoingjarticle are leaving on the left the Isle of Schou- 
carried into complete effect. v ^wen. 

III. These troops shall be paid, fe<i, VII. Each of the ceded provinces 
arid,, clothed by the Dutch govern- shall be released from all debts not 
me0t. - incurred for its own interests, sanc- 

% iy f All vessels violating the first tioned by its particular government, 
artxelj^ that may be taken on the and funded upon its territory. 

Dutch coast by French men of war, VIII. His Majesty the King of 
or priyateers, shall be declared good Holland, in order to co-oper&te with 
prizes ; and in case of any doubt the force of the French Empire, shall 
arising, such difficulty can alone be have afloat a squadron of nine sail of 
decided upon by his Majesty the Em- the line and six frigates, armed «md 
perpr. provided with six months stores, and 

V? The restrictions contained in ready fo 'pus to sea by the i st day of 
the above articles shall be revoked, June next ehsuing ; and also a flo- 
as soap as England shall have solemn- tilla of 100 gun-boats, oi^other arm- 
ly revoked her orders in council of cd vessels. This force shall, during 
1807; and from that instant the the whole period <$f the war, be main- 
French troops shall evacuate Holland, tained and kept in constant readiness, 
and restore to her the full enjoyment IX The revenues of the ceded 
of her independence. provinces shall belong to Holland un- 

VI. Inasmuch as it has been ado{>t- til the day of the exchange of the ra- 
cd aa a constitutional principle in tifications of the present treaty. Un- 
Frauc$, that the thalweg of the Rhine til the sameldav the King of Holland 
forms the boundary of the French shall defray all the charges of their 
empire; affd as the dock-yards of admiifist ration. 

Antwerp are, by the present state of * X. AW the merchandize jmported 
the boundaries between the two coun- by American vessel^tifat have arrived 
tries, unprotected and exposed, his in the ports of Holland since the 1st 
✓Mak Sty the King of Holland cedec of Feb. 1809, shall^e put under se- 
»,to his ‘Majesty the Emperor* of the questration, and made over to France, 
French, l^iag of Italy, & c., Dutch in order to lfer disposing thereof ac- 
Btmbant, the whole of Zealand, inclu- cording to the circiiSwtances and the 
JRing. therein the Isle of Schouwen, % state *){ her political relations with 
thtt*jpart of Guelderland which is si-^the United States, 
tqpte on the kft bank of the Waal ; * X?. All merchandize of English 

eolhat henceforth the boundary *be-, mwufacture is prohibited ill Hol- 
tween France and Holland shall be hnd. * .* * ’ 

the thalweg of the Waal, from the XII. Measures of police shall be 
fort of Schenke/w, leaving pn tjie left adopted, for the purpose of cirictly , 
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watching and taking into custody 
all insurers of prohibited traffic, all 
smugglers, their abettors, 6cc J In <J 
word, the Dutch governmew pledC 
*ges itself to extirpate the contraband 
trade. j , 

XIII. No depot of goods prohi 
bited in France, and that may give a 
colour to contraband traffic, can be 
established within a distance of four 
leagues from the line of the French 
custom-houses ; and m ease of tres- 
pass, all such depots shall be subject 
to seizure, though upon the Dutch 
territoi y. * 

XIV. With the reserve of these 
resliictfons, and f»o long a & they shall 
be*in operation, li%s Majesty the Em- 
peror , hall suspend the prohibitory de- 
cree which shuts the frontier barriers 
between Holland and France. 

XV. Fully tonfuVng •ui'-thb man- 
ner in which the engagements result- 
ing from tfic present tieaty shall be 
executed, his Majesty the Empcior 
and King guarantees the mtogiity of 
the Dutch possessions, such as they 
shall be puisuant to this tieaty. 

XVI. The piescnt tieaty shall he 
latilied, and the latifications exchan- 
ged at Paris, within the period of fif- 
teen days, or sooner, if possible. 

Done at Paris, this Kith of March, 
18] 1. (Signed) * 

Ciiampag*y, Duke ofdadorc* 
Thc'AdnflralVrniituiJ . 

• No III. 

Decree (or annexing Holland to 
Fiance . f 

PdUce of Rambouillct, July 9th, I BIOL ^ 

We, Napoleon, Emperor of the' 
French, Kfttg of Italy, Prfttector dr 
the Conf^|ratiop of the Rhine, Me- 
diator of {he,$wiss Confederation, 
fee* *ct., have decrial .«/and hereby 
docket;,, as follow 


Title I.' 

Aftiv I. Holland ia united to 
France. 

2. The city of Amsterdam shall 
be the third c.ty of the empire. 

3. Holland shall have six senators, 
six deputies to the Council of State, 
25 deputies to the Legislative Body, 
and two judges in the Court of Cas- 
^►ajion. * 

4. The officers by sear and land, ol 
whatever rank, shall be confirmed 
in their employments. Commissions 
shall be delivered to them signed with 
our ban J. The royal guaid shall be 
united to oui impel ial guard. 

Ti ill II — Of the Administration 
for 1810. 

5. Tlie Duke of Placentia, arcfi- 
treasurer of the empire, shall reptfu 
to Amsterdam in the capacity of 
our lieutenant-general. He shall 
preside in the council of ministers, 
and attend to the dispatch ofc busi- 
ness. Hh functions shall cease the 1st 
of Januaiy, 1811, the p^iiod when 
the Fiench administration shall com- 
mence. 

«(j. All the public functionaries, of 
whatever rank, aie confirmed in then 
employments. 

# Tjtll III.— Of the Finances. £ 

7. The present contributions ahjll 

continue to be levi«*)d until the first 
of Januaiy, 181 1 ? at which period 
llie country shall be cased of that 
burden, and the imposts put on flic 
same footing as for the lest of the 
empiie. # 

8. The budget of icceipts and dis- 
bursements shall be submitted to ou* 
approbation before the 1st of 

next. 

Only one third of the presihi 
amount of interest upon the public 
debt shall be cariied to tlie act o tin* 
,,f p^r.fbture for ibJO. 
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The interest of the debt for 180^ with the localities and interests of the 
an4 1809, not yet paid, shall be re- country. fl \ 

dy&sd ‘to one' third, and charged on - J3. Our ministers arc 'charged 


t&budget of 1810. 4 

9. The cifetom-houscs on the fron- c 
„ tier, other than those of France, shall , 
be organised under the superintend- 
ance of our director-general of the ( 
custom-houses. The Dutoh custom- 
houses shall be incorporated the^e-^ 
with. 

'The line of cu8tom-honses, now 
on the French frontier, shall be kept 
up until the 1st of January, J8M, 
when it shall be removed, and the 
communication of Holland with the 
cmpire„bccome free. * 


, ' i 9. Our ministers arc 'charged^ 
^R’ith tlft execution of the present de^ 


» f (Signed) Napoleon. 
By the Emperor. 

(Signed) The Minister Sec. of State, 
U* B. Duke of Bass a no. 

No. IV. 

r 

Act of Elect ion of the Prince of Pon- 
te Corvo (General Bernadette) to 
be Crown Prince . Dqfed at Stock - 
holm, September 1, 181Q, 

We, the undersigned, Sfatcs'-Gene- 


cmpir^bccome free. * We, trie undersigned, Statcs-Gene- 

10. The colonial prodnc<$actually ralof the kingdom of Sweden, Counts, 

- A i _i_.ii * ■ i i t> T)‘ i. n ~ _ c 


imHolland, shall remain in the hands 
of* the owners, upon paying a "duty 
of 50 per cent, ad valorem. A de- 
claration^ the amount shall be made 
before the 1st of September at far- 
thest. i 

The said merchandise, upon pay- 
ment of the duties, may be imported 
into France, and circulated through 
the whole extent of the empire. 

Tin f. TV. , * 

11. There shall be at Amsterdam 
• a special administration, presided 
o\r by one of our counsellors »f 
state, wliiclt* shall have the superin- 
tendence of, amlnhe necessary funds 
% to provide for the repairs of the dikes, 
polders, and other public works. 

■*. Title V. 

,S J2. In the course of the present 
m6.tth there shall be nominated, by 
-At Legislative Body of Holland, a 


Barons, Bishops, Representatives of 
the Nobility, Clergy, Burghers, and 
Peasants, assembled in the Extraor- 
dinary Ocbro, make knofvn, 

that his R&yal Highness Prince 
Charles Augustus of Schlfswig Hol- 
stein Augustenburg, elected Prince 
Royal of Sweden, of the Goths and 
Vandals, being decease d without heirs 
male, and judging that it is our duty 
to prevent and to avert the danger to 
the independence and tranquillity of 
the kingdom, as well as to the rights 
an/lpmile£$sof its inhabitants, which 
might result from a vacancy of the 
throne* and a consequent election ; 
exercising* at the same tirUT-» the 
power which is resei^ r etf to us by the 
ninety -fourth aitiolc of ihe^onstitu- 
tionof trie fith of Juiw, IS09, of elect- 
ing in such ca-.e a new dynasty ; — 
for these re;*, oil •», and considering that 
the High a. id Mighty Prlr.ce and 


At Legislative Body of Holland, a *Lord Jean Baptiste Jale Bcrnadotte, 
commission of 15*members, to pro- ^Prince oi Poutfc Corvo, is endowed 
ccftd to Paris, in order to constitute a with virtues and qualities which give 

i : i nr, i 


council, whose business shall be*to 
regulate definitively all that relates 
to the public and local debts, and to 
conciliate the principles of the union 
* 4, 


us Ae well-founded hope <if enjoying 
under the reign or thatqprince a goml 
administration afld prosperity, the 
fruits of a legal, energetic, ar.d*b- 
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ficent government?, We* the States- 
General of Swederi**upon the propo- 
sition of ouratfguSt King now reign- 
ing, under condition tnat tke saicK 
Prince a^d Lord the Prince oqPonte 
Corvo have, before his arrival.|>n the t 
Swedish territory, embraced the evan- 
gelical Lutheran religion, and signed 
the conditions drawn up by us have 
voluntarily elected, by free and unani-* 
moufl sufFrage, for ourselves and our 
descendants, the High and Mighty 
Prmce Jean Baptiste Jule Bernadotte, 
Prince of Ponte Corvo, to the digni- 
ty, of Prince Royal of Sweden, to 
reign in Sweden and its dependencies 
after the decease of our present au- 
gust sovereign (whose days may the 
Almighty prolong !) to* be crowned 
King of Sweden, and receive the oath 
of fidelity ; in short, to govern the 
kingdom according to thejet^ral sense 
of the constitution of th£6th of June, 
1809, andljf the other laws in force, 
as well fundamental as general and 
special, the whole confoimable to the 
answei s which his royal highness shall 
now give, and afterwards at his ac- 
tession to the tl&ionc. We also con- 
fer on the legitimate male descendants 
of his royal highness, the right of fil- 
ling the throne of SwedSfl/^n the or- 
der and manner which are literally 
prcsuibed m the law of succession 
which jpe have established,— Wt, 
the States* GAieful of Sweden, have, 
in consequence, confirmed the present 
act of election, Jby the signature of 
our names and affixing our seals.— 
Done at O'lebm, the 21U of August, 

in the year of the Christian era 1810. 

* 

No. V* A 

* « 

Treaty Commerce, *nd if a* 

vigatianietwejen his Britannic Ma - 
jetty and his Royal Highness the 
Prt ice Regent of PortugfiL — Sign- 


A ed at Rio de Janeiro; the 19 th 6f 
r February, 1810. 1 ^ 

In the name of the most holyl^d 
undivided Trinity. • 

His Majesty tne King of the uni- 
ted kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and his Royal Highness the 
Prince Rqgent of Portugal, being 
equally anftnated with the desire, not 
only of consolidating and strengthen- 
ing the ancient friendship and* ggjbd 
understanding which so nappHj^^b- 
slit, and have during so ma jiy ffges 
subsisted between the two crowns, 
but also of improving and extending 
the beneficial effects thereof to the 
mutual a&rantage of their respective 
subjects, have thought that the most 
efficacious means for obtaining these 
objects would be to ‘adopt a liberal 
system of commerce, founded "upon 
the 'basis of reciprocity and mutual 
convenience, which by discontinuing 
certain prohibitions and prohibitory 
duties might procure the most solid 
advantages on both sides to the na- 
tional productions and industry, and 
give due protection at the same time 
to* the public revenue, and to the in- 
terests of fair and legal trade. For 
this end, his Majesty the King 
th# united kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and his Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent of Portugal, Jhave 
named for their respective Commis- 
sioners and Plenipotentiaries, to wit, 
his Britannic Majesty, the most illusv 
trious and most Excellent Lord Per** 
cy Clinton Sydney, Lor4 Viscount 
and Baron of Strangford, one of* hi?, 
Majesty's most Honourable ^Privjp 
• Council, Knight of the Military Qr- 
der of the Bath, Grand Cross of {Jie 
Portugueze Order of the Towet*bnd 
Sword, and his Majesty's Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary ?t the Court of Portugal ; and 
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his Royal Highness the Prijice Re- a separate article of this treaty. Pro- 
gent of Portugal, the most illustri- vided, however, that it be thoroughly 
QU» ^d moSt r Excellent Lord Dom understood, that any place belonging 
RodrigOvde Sousa Couttinho, Count >o cithej of the two high contracting 
of Linhares,, Lord of Pavalvo, Com- parties/vhicb may hereafter open- 
mander of the Order of Christ, Grand ed to Jhc commerce of the subjects 
"Cross, of the Orders of St Bento and of any other country,# shall thereby 
of the Tower and Sword, one of his be considered as equally opened, and 
Royal* Highness's Council|o£ State, upon correspondent terms, to the, 
and his Principal Secretary of State subjects' of the other high contract- 
or the Departments of Foreign A*f- -r,, ng party, in the same manner as if 
faics and War ; who, after having it had been expressly stipulated by 
duly , exchanged their respective full the present treaty. And his Bri- 
powqrs, .and having found them in tannic Majesty, and his Royal High- 
roodapd due form, have agreed upon ness the Prince Regent of Portugal, 
title following articled. do hereby bind and engage themselves 

Art/ I. There shall be a sincere not to grant any favour, privilege, or 
and pe^etual friendship between his immunity. In mattwa of commerce 
Britannic Majesty and his Royal High- and navigation, to the subjects of 
ness \he Prince Regent of Portugal, any other state, which shall not Jbe 
p^tween their heirs and succes- al?o at the same time respectively ex- 
eofcs j^and there shall be a constant tended To^th* subjects of the high 
and universal peace and harmony be- contracting parties, gratuitously, if 
tween themselves, their heirs and sue- the concession in favour of*that other 


cessors, kingdoms, dominions, provin- 
ces, countries, subjects, and vassals, of 
whatsoever quality or condition they 
be, without exception of person or 
place ; and the stipulations of this 
present article shall, under the favoi#r 
of Almighty God, be permanent and 
perpetual. 

* -JI. There shall be reciprocal liber- 
ty of commerce and navigation be- 
tween and .amoqgst the respective 
«subj«£ts of the two high contracting 
parties in all and s*everal the territo- 
riea-the dominions of either. They 
may trade, travel, sojourn, or* esta- 

* frhsh themselves in all and several the 
p&tfx cities, towns, countries, pro- 
vinces, or places whatsoever belong- 

Thg^to^e^ch and either of the two 
higft cpntractin^g parties, except jnd 
‘ sav&ih tjio^e from which all foreign- 
ers whatsoever are generally and po- 
sitively excluded, the names of which 
places may b.c hereafter specified in 


state should have been gratuitous, 
and on giving quam prvxime , the 
same compensation or equivalent, in 
case the concession should have been 
conditional. 

III. The subjects of the two sove- 
reigns respectively shall not pay in 
the ports, .1 harbours, roads, cities, 
to&ns, or places whatsoever, belong- 
ing to cither of them, any greater du- 
ti<«, taxespor imposts, (under what- 
soever names they may ufe designated 
or included) than those that are paid 
by the subjects of tl^ mostTavourcd 
nation ; and the subjects of each of 
the high conti acting par tie? shall en- 
joy within the dominions of the other 
j.he same rights, privileges, t liberties, 
^favours, immunities, or exemptions, 

in matters'of commerce and naviga- 
tion. that are granted, .or ffltoy hereaf- 
ter be granted, to the.«*ibjects of the 
most favoured nation. 

IV. Hiij Britannic Majesty and 





i;d in eu fro h ?ann u a l registe r , isio. • 

• 

Ills Royal Highness the Prince Re- ^esty, ami vice vm( 2 . f ’vj3P}ieWo i JygIi 
gent of Portugal, # do stipulate and <iontraotifig parties do 
-agree, that there shall be a perfect and agree, that goods and romSftn- 
, reciprocity on the subject ofjfrthe dif- dizes coming respectively feom the 
ties and imposts to be paidtby the ports of either of them, diall pay the 
ships and vessels of the high contract- same duties, whether imported in Bri- 
iag parties wkhin the several ports, tish or in Portugueze ships or vessels,' 
harbours, roads, and anchoring places or otherwise ; that an increase of-du- 
belonging to each of them ; # to wit, ties may be imposed and exacted up- 
that the ships and vessels of the sub^on goods^and merchandizes coming 
jeets of his Britannic Majesty shall into the ports of the dominions of bis 
not pay any higher duties or imposts Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
(under whatsoever name they be de- of Portugal from those of his Bntan- 
signated or implied) within the domi- nic Majesty in British ships, equiva- 
iiions of h& Royal Highness the lent, and in exact proportioned an^ 
3 5 ri nee Regent of Portugal, than the increase of duties that may hereafter 
ships and vessels belonging to the be imposed upon goods and merchan- 
stfbjocts of his Royal Highness the dizes coming into the ports 1 of his 
Prince Regent of Portugal shall be Britannic Majesty from those of his 
bound to pay^vithin the dominions of Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
Jiis Britanr.ic Majesty, and vice versa, of Portugal, imported in Portuguese 
And this agreement an d'b tip illation ships. And in order that JthifMmat- 
shall part iculaily and Expressly ex- ter may be settled with due exactness, 
tend to life payment of the duties and that nothing may be lct\ undc- 
known by the name of port chargee, termined concerning it, it is agreed, 
tonnage, and anchorage duties, which that tables shall be drawn by each 
shall not iu any case, or under any government respectively, specifying 
pretext, be greater for British ships the difference of duties to be paid on 
and vessels within the dominions of hib goods and merchandizes so imported 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent iilr British or Portugueze ships and 
of Portugal, than for Portuguese ships vessels; and the said tables (which 
and vessel.'; within llie *tMn<iinion8 of shall bo made applicable to all the 
his Britannic Majesty, and vice versa, pprts within the respective dominie^ " 
V. The two high contracting par- of each of the contracting parties) 
ties do .jdyo agree, that thetsame rates shall be declared and adjudged to 
of bounties , iLnch J dra\vbacks shall be form part of this present treaty* ' 
establish'd in their respective ports In order to'avoid any differences 
upon the ex potation of goods and or misunderstanding with respect *,0 
merchandizes, whether those goods the regulations which may respective- 
©r. merchandizes be exported in Bri- ly constitute a British or Portuguese 
tish or in Portugueze ships and ves- vessel, the high contracting pities 
s eh that is, that British ships and, agree in declaring, that aU vesseL 
vessels shall enjoy the- same favour in^ built in the dominions of bi* ?$rifcan- 
thi« respect within the do'mirrions of nic«Majcsty, and owijed, navigated, ( 
his Rdyal, Highness the Prince JRe- and registered according to the l&ws 
gent of Portugal, that may be shown of Great Britain, shall be considered 
to Pci tugttezc ship* an (5* vessels with- as British vessels ; and that.all ships 
in tlu5»dominions of ids Britannic Ma- or vessels built in the countries be* 



APPENDIX. 


xvu 




longmgto* his Royal Highness tfce 
Prince Regent of Portugal, or in 2ny 
of them, or ships taken by any of 
the ships or vessels of war belonging 
to the Portugueze government, or 
any of the inhabitants of the domi- 
nions of his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent of Portugal, having 
commissions or letters o$ marque and 
reprisal from the government of Por^ 
tugal, and condemned as la wful prize 
any Court of Admiralty of the 
said' Portuguese government, and 
owned by the subjects of his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal, or any of them, and whereof 
toe master and three-fourths of the 
mariners, at least, are subjects of his 
.Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
of. Portugal, shall be considered as 
Portuguese vessels. 

VI.. The mutual commerce and 
navigation of the subjects of Great 
Britain and Portugal respectively, in 
the ports and seas of Asia, are ex- 
pressly permitted to the same degree 
as they have heretofore been allowed 
by the two crowns. And the com- 
merce and navigation thus permitted, 
shall hereafter, and for ever, be plfcced 
on’ the footing of the commerce arid 
navigation of the most favoured na- 
tion trading in the ports and sea%of 
Asia ; thflt is, that neither of the 
fiigh contracting parties shall grant 
any favour or privilege, in matters of 
commerce and navigation, to the sub- 
jects of any other state trading with- 
in the ports and seas of AsiU, which 
iihall not be also gran tedywrtrwyjrox/wc 
09 the '3ine terms to the subjects of 
the other contracting party. Hjg 
Britftnnic Majesty engages in his ow^i 
name, and jn that of his heirs* and 
Successors, not to make any regula- 
tion which may be prejudicial or in- 
convenient to the commerce and na- 
vigation of the subjects of h^ Royal 
VO I.. ui. Kvitj. t. * 


Highness the Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal within the ports and seas of 
Asia, to the extent which. is' or may 
hereafter be permitted to the most 
favo/red nation. And Ji*s Royal 
Higjmess the Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal does also engage in his own 
name, and in that of his heirs and 
succgs-.rs, not to make any rcgula- « 
tions wh:*‘h may be prejudicial orin- 
convcnient to the commerce and na- 
vigation of the subjects of his Britan- 
nic Majesty within the ports, 6eas, 
and dominions opened to them by 
virtue of the present treaty. 

VI J. The t wo high confractingpar- 
tics have resolved, with respect to the 
privileged to be enjoyed by the subjects 
of each of them within the territories 
or dominions of the other, that the 
most perfect reciprocity shall be ob- 
servcfrTSn lioti* sides. And the sub- 
jects of each of the high contracting 
parties shall have a freehand unques- 
tionable right to travel, and to reside 
within the territories or dominions of 
the other, to occupy houses and ware- 
houses, and to dispose of personal 
property of every sort and denomi- 
nation, by sale, donation, exchange 
or testament, or in any other manner 
whatso«*SP, without any the smallest 
impediment or hinclerance thereto. 
Thfy shall not be compelled to pay 
•any tax«or imposts under any pretext 
whatsoever, gi cater AS?* those that 
are paid or may be paid b j the native 
subjects of the fpvcrcign in whose 
dominions they may be resident. 
They shall be exemptedfroin all com- 
pulsory military service whatsoever, 
whether by sea or land. Their dwel- 
ling-houses, warehouses, and all the 
parte arftl appurtenances thereof, whe- 
ther for tlic purposes of commerce 
or of residence, thn]l ffe respected. 
They shall not b? liable to any vex- 
atious visits a searches, nor shall* 
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any arbitrary examination or inspec- 
tion. of their books, , papers, or ac- 
counts be .made under colour of the 
supreme authority of the state- It 
is, howevrj, to be understood, Yhat 
in the. cases of treason, contraband 
trade, andother primes, for the detec- 
tion of which provision is made by 
» the law of the land, that law shall be 
enforced g jt being mutually declared 
that false, and malicious accusations 
are not to be admitted as pretexts 
or excuses for vexatious visits and 
searches* or for examinations of com- 
mercial books* papers or accounts, 
which visitsPrexaminations are never 
to take place, except under the sanc- 
tion of the competent magistrate, and 
in the presence of the coAsul of the. 
nation to which the' accused party 
may belong, or of his deputy or re- 
presentative, « « 

VIZI. His Royal Highness the 
Prince Keget.t of Portugal engages 
in his own name, and in that of his 
heirs and successors, that the com- 
merce of British subjects within his 
dominions shall not be restrained, in- 
terrupted, or otherwise affected by 
the operation of any monopoly, con- 
tract, or exclusive privileges of sale 
or purchase whatsoever j the 

subjects ,of Great Britain shall havd 
free and unrestricted permission to 
buy and sell irom and to w howsoever, * 
. and in wh&etdofo^n.or manner they 
may please, "whether by wholesale or 
. by retail, Vitliout being obliged to 
give any preference* or favour in con- 
science of the said monopolies, con- 
tracts, or exclusive privileges of sale 
or purchase. And his Britannic JMa- 
• jesty does oh his part qn gage to ob- 
serve faithfully this principlctthiv? re- 
cognized and laid down by the two 
high contracting. parties. * 

.. • But it is to be dljstjnctly under- 
stood, that the present, article is not 


tOjbe interpreted as invalidating .qr 
affectingijie exclusive right, ppfe^gjf 
by the crown of Portugal within kfc 
own dominions to the farraiftjij, tap 
sale of ivory, Brazil wqoc], urzelft^ 
diamonds, gold dust, gun-powder, 
dnd tobacco in the form p£ snuffs 
provided, however, that skqpld 
above mentjpned articles, generally 
or separately ever become articles of 
tree bommeree within the ddminipns 
of his Royal Highness the Princci 
Regent of Portugal, the 6uhjec> of 
hie Britannic Majesty shall be, per- 
mitted to traffic in them as freely and 
on the same footing as those of th$*" 
most. favoured nation. , / 

IX. His Britannic Majesty ani his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent r 
of Portugal have agreed and resolved* 
that each of the high contracting p#£ 
ties shall have the right u^nqjniiwrte 
and appoint consuls general, consuls, 
and vice consuls in all the ports of the 
dominions of the other contracting 
party whereinthey are or may be neces- 
sary for thead vancement of commerce, 
and for the commercial interectsof the 
trading subjects of either crown. But 
it is^xpressly stipulated, that consuls, 
of whatsoever class they may be, shall 
not be acknowledged ‘ - received, 

,U9£ permitted to a tich, Unless*, 
duly qualified by their own^yereign, 
and approved of by the other spvc* 
reign in, whose dominions they th 
to be empkiyed % consuls of all classei 
within the dominions of each, of tb*^ 
high contracting parties are reaper 
tively to be placed upon a footing dffj 
perfect reciprocity and equality * 
being appointed solely for the pur- 
pose of facilitating and assisting in 
affairs of commerce and navigation, 
they arc only to possess, $19. privilege 
which belong to their station, and 
which are recognised and admitted 
by all governments as necessary for 



fciie fulfilment of theb* office ^jdMlegent be obtained. 'The removal 
"" ? of the iudce conservator,* Jh cases of 


etiffplaymbnt. They are in all cases, 
Whether civil or criminal, to be entire- 
lyara$table to the laws of the country 
M which *thfcy may reside, and they 
at# dsb to enjdy'thc full and entirt 
protection of those laws so long as 
they coftdtict themselves in obedience 
thereto. f 


neglect of duty or delinquency, is also 
to h# effected by an applfcatiow to 
hjs Royal Highness the PHnce Re- 
gen* or Portugal through the channel 
of the British atfibadlador, or minister 
resident at his Royal Highness’s court. 
In rttum for this concession in favour 1 


X. His Royal Highness the Prince^ of British Subjects, his Britannic Ma;* 
Regent of Portugal, desiring to pro- jesty engages to cause the ntost strict 


%ect and facilitate the commerce of the 
subjects of Great Britain within his 
dominions, as well as their relations 
v of irftercourse with his own subjects, 
pleased to grant to them the privi- 
legt^of nominating J aud having special 
magistrates to act for tjiem as judges 
* Conservator iu those ports ana cities 
of his dominions iu which tribunals 
a\)<| courts of justice are or may here- 
after be 'established. These judges 
shall try and decide all causes brought 
before them by British subjects, in 
the same manner as formerly, and 
their authority and determinations 
ahall be respected; and the laws, 
decrees, and customs of Portugal re- 
specting the jurisdiction of the judge 
rnnservator are declared to be r?co , e r - 


conservator are declared to be recog 
nized and *newed by the present 
treaty,. *] 

•plurality or 


and scrupulous observance and obe- 
dience to be paid to those* laws by 
which the persons and property of 
Portugueze 8 u bjec t s Vesidin g within 
his domtnionsare secured and protect- 
ed, and pf which they (in common 
with all ctfher #6reigners) enjoy the 
benefit, through the acknowledged 
equity of British jurisprudence, and 
the ftyjgular excellence qf the British 
constitution. * And it is further sti- 
pulated, tnat in case any favour or 
privilege should be granted by his 
Britannic Majesty to the subjects of 
any other state, which may seem to 
be analogous to, or to resemble the 
privilege of having judge conserva- 
tors, granted by this article to British 
subjects residing in the Portugueze 


____ r dominions, the same favour or privi- 

hall be chosen by the #Iegc sffiftfTie considered as also grant- 
y __ __ British subjectsresi- ed to the subjects of Portugal re- 
ading irrtJf trading at the port or place siding within the British dominions, 
mhere the jurisdiction of the judge # in thOj same manner^ if it were 

; — l i j expressly stipulated oy' the present 

treaty. ^ ' # 

XI. His Britaimic Majesty and his 
Royal Highness the IJrince Regent 
of Portugul, agree severally to grant 
the same favours^ honours, immurti- 
tie?,*privilege?, 'and exemptions from 
duties and imposts id their respective 
ambassadors, ministers* or accredited 
Agents at the courts oF$ac!i of them ; 
and whatever favoinreiither of the two 
sovereign? shaft grant in this parties* 


conservator is to be established ; and 
*the choice so made shall be transmitt- 
ed t6 his Britannic Majesty’s am- 
bassador, or minister, resident at the 
'•court of Portugal, to be by him laid 
Before his Royiri Highness the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, in order $o ob- 
tain his Royal Highness’s consult 
^hd confirmation ; in case of not. ob- 
taining which, the parties interested 
are to proceed to a new election, un- 
.tilthe royal approbation of the Prince 
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lav at hi 5 owj/court* the other sovev 
reign engages to grafit the same at 
his court, 

,XII. His Royal Highness the 
Prmcc Regent of Portugal declares 
^nd engages in his own name, a$d in 
that of his heirs»and successors, that 
the subjects of his Britannic Majes- 
ty residing within his territories and 
dominions shall not be disturbed, 
troubled, persecuted* or annoyed on 
account of their religion; but that 
they shall have perfect liberty of con- 
science therein, and leave to attend 
and celebrate 9 divine service to the 
honour of* Almighty God, either 
within fheir own piivate houses, or 
in their own particular churches and 
chapels, which his Royal Highness 
docsv now and, for ever graciously 
grant to them the permission of build- 
ing and fnaintaining within ms do- 
minions Provided, however, that 
the said chuiclies and chapels &pall 
be builttn such a manner as externally 
to resemble private dwelling houses ; 
and also, that the use of bells be not 
permitted therein, for the purpose 
of publicly announcing the time of 
divine service: and it is further sti- 
pulated, that neither the subjects of 
Great Britain, nor any otue^roreign- 
ers of a different communion fiorn 
the religion established in the 'do- 
minions of Portugal, shall be ftcrsccu-'' 
ted or disquieted for conscience sake, 
cither in their persons or property, 
so long as they conduct themselves 
with order, decency, and morality, 
and jn a mariner conformable to the 
usages of the country, and, to its con- 
stitution in qhurch ana state ; vrtft if 
it ;-houId be proved that, they preach 
or declaim publicly against th£ catho- 
lic religion, or that they endeavour 
to make proselytes or conveys, the 
pennies so offending m*y, \tfion mani- 
fv5Utio> jf their delinquency*, be sint 


olit of the country in wRich # the of- 
fence shall have been committed; 
and those who behave in public with 
disrespect or impropriety towards the 
forms and ceremonies of the establish- 
ed catholic religion, shall be amenable 
to the civil police, and may be punish , 
cd by fine, or by confinement within 
their own duelling houses. And if 
the pffence he so flagrant and so enor- 
mous as to disturb the public tran- 
quillity, or endanger the safety of the 
institution of church and state (as 
established by law,) the parties so 
offending may, on due proof of the. 
fact, be s'»nt out of the dominion 
of Portugal. Liberty shall al^p be 
granted to bury the subjects of his 
Britannic Majesfcy-who may die in 1 
the territories of his Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent of Portugal* ih 
convenient places to be appointed for 
that purpose ; nor shall the funerals 
or sepulchres of the dead be disturb- 
ed in anywise, nor upon any account. 
In the same Mauncr, the subjects of 
Portugal shall enjoy within all the 
dominions of his Britannic Majesty, 
a perfect and unrcstiaincd liberty of 
conscience in all matters of religion, 
agreeably to the system of toleration 
established therein* They may fjri'dy 
perform the exercises of their religion/ 
publicly or privately, wifkba then* 
own dwelling houses, or iuthechajv* 1 * 
and places of worship appointed for 
that purpose, without any the smallest- 
hindcrancc, annoyance, or difficulty^ 
whatsoever, either now or hereafteiy 
XIII. 1 1 is agreed and covenanted^ 
by the high contracting parties, th£t 
packets shall be established for the 
purpose of furthering the public ser- 
vice of the two comts, ard of facil^ 
tating the commercial intercourse ot" 
their respective subjects. A conven- 
tion shall be concluded forthwith on 
the basir* of that which was signed at 
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Rio Janeiro on the 14th day Sf lianufacture, industry, or invention 
September, 1808, in order to settle of the dominions and subjects of his 
:he terms upon which the said packets Britannic Majesty, shall be admitted 
arc to be established, which convcn- into all and singular the ports «nd 
tion shall testified at the same time dominions of his Royal* Highness 
with the present treaty. # tnctfrifice Regent of Portugal, as 

XIV. It is agreed and covenanted, well in Europe as in America, Af- 
that persons guilty of high treason, rica, . id Asia, wliether consigned to 
forgery, or other offence! of a heinous Brit*b or Portuguese subjects, on • 
nature, within the dominions of either Spaying generally and solely duties to 
of the high contracting parties, .hall the amount of fifteen per cent., ac- 
dot be harboured nor receive protec- cording to the value which shall be 
tion in the dominions of the other, set upon them by a tariff or table of 
And that ncitherof the high contract- valuations, called in the Portuguese 
jng parties shall knowingly and wil- language paulu, the principal basis of 
fully receive into and entertain in which shall be the sworn Invoice cost 
tmfirjservice persons, Subjects t/f the of the afiyesaid goods, mercliandizcs, 
other power, deserting jrom the mi- and article^ takjflgaliv into eoinifler- 
iitary service therfo^yidr^her by sea ation (as far as may bc'just or prae- 
tor 'land ; but that, on the contrary, ticable) the current p/iecs thmftif in 
tfi^£ shall «ich rcapcylively discharge the country into whjfh ♦hey are im- 
-*nny tilth person from their service, ported Tin's tariff or valuation shall 
upon being required : but it is agreed be determined and settled by an equal 
and declared, that neither of the high number of British antf Portuguczc 
,J,S tonti acting parties ihall grant to any merchants of known integrity and 
other state any favour oft the subject honour, with the assistance, on the 
of persons deserting from the service part of the British merchants, of his 
of that state, which shall not be con- Britannic Majesty’s consul geneial, 
sidmd as granted also to the other or consul, and on the part of the 
high contracting party, in the slime Portuguczc merchants, with the as- 
manner as if the said favour had been pittance of the bupcrintcmlontj or ad- 

# CTyuvfsly stipulated by the present $ainbtrMbr # gonerai of the ciibtoJr.s, 
l^-aty. And it is further agreed, or c.f their respect. ve d pi'ties. And * 
that in of apprentices or bailoi s tin* afoiesaid tariff, ( r uMp of valua- 
^djjurting from** easels belonging to ^iotis, si Jdi be made and.^eomulgati d 
the subjects of either of the high con- in caili of the pofts belonging to hit 
^•acting paitic3 while within theports Royal Iligr ucsitlie Pi inc^ Regent of 
•Af the othci paity, the magistrates Pmtugal, in whiqjt t l »cre are or may 
'^lall be hound to give (fiectual as- 1 >j f ir'om-houva. It shall be con- 

, fibtancc for their apprehension, on tlmh'd, auif lv*gin to have edict a* 
f die application to that effect being soon as possible after the exchange 
made by the consul general, or/jm^ of tlT^aUficatilmsof the pie* cut trea- 
sul, or by his deputy or represent^ tv, and certainly within the '.pace of 
two ; and that no public body? civil threP month 0 , reckoned from the date 
ff ieft{fions, shall have the power of i4 that exchange. xSlijVt shall be 
protecting Mill deserter?. reused and altered if -necessary, from 

* % XV. All goods, merchandizes, and time to iifth , either in the u holier 
particles whatever, of t(je produce, in part, whuifu'r the -ubjaTs ot hit* 
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Britannic^ Majesty,* resident within e^pal number of British and* forth- . 
the dominions of his &oyal Highness guezf merchants of knoW A'lhtegiSjf; 
the Princfe Regent of Portugal, shall and honour ; ‘ and in case of £' differ-' 
make a requisition to that effect ence of opinion, amongst thefri/ fol- 
through the medium of his Britannic lowed by an equality oT lotes > uppii" 
Majesty’s consul general, or ccrti^il, *he subject, they /shall then pdininate ? 
or whenever thfc trading and com- another merchant, likewise of Itiiotivh 
mercial subjects of Portugal shall integrity and honour, to whom thb 
make the same requisition on *theii^ matter ahalf be ultimately referred, 
own part. * and. whose decision thereon shall be 


XVI. But during the interval be- 
tween the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions of the present treaty, and the 
promulgation of the abovementioned 
tariff, should any goods or merchan- 
dizes, the produce or manufacture of 
the dominions of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty, arrive irv‘thc v “p)rts pf his Royal 
Highness thfcJ Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal, it is stipulated, that they shall 
be admitted foi'eonsumption^pn pay- 
ing the abovementioned duties of fif- 
teen per cen^., according^to the value 
set on them by the tariff now actual- 
ly established, should they be good$ 
or merchandizes which are comprised 
or valued in that tariff; and if they 
should not be comprized or valued in 
that tariff (as also if any British goods 
or merchandizes should hereafter ar- 
rive in the ports of thqJPortugueze 
dominions without havjnglffeen spe- 
cifically valued and rated in thq new 
tariff or panto, which is to be made 
in consequoQ£g of the stipulations cS 
the preceding article of the present 
treaty) they shall be equally admit- 
ted on paying thoiSame duties of fif- 
teen percept, ad valorem, according 
to 4he invoices of the said goods ana 
merchandized, which shall be duly 
presented and swoni to by par- 
ties importing the s£me. # And in 
case tha^t, any Suspicion of frftfid or 
unfair practices should arise, the in- 
voices shall be -examined, and the 
^al vahte of the gtiftds or merchan- 
dizes ascertained, by aj rcfercnde to an 


final, and without appeal. ‘ And In 
case the invoice should appear |o have 
bee.** fair and correct, the goods and 
merchandizes specified in it shall be 
admitted on paying the duties abovqr 
mentionedof fifteen per cent., and the 
ex ponces, if any, or th e^amigatron 
of the :*wou:e shall be defrayed by 
the party IflW'i&Ifed its fairness and 
correctness into question. But iftjie 
invoice shall be Found t<$ be frsp$‘u- 
lent arid unfair, then the gcfbds and 
merchandizes shall be bought up by 
the officers of the customs on the ac*. 
count of the Port ugticze government/ 
according to the value specified iji 
the invoice. With an addition of ten 
cr cent, to the sum so paid for them 
y the officers of the customs ; th- 
Portugueze government engaging 
the payment of the goods so valu. 
and purchased by the officers*Df*+be # 
customs within the space of fiftv^n 
days, arid the expences, iFStey, of tke^ 
examination of the fraudulent in^f&cq 1 
shall be paid by r the party yylio pr$- ■ 
sented it as just and fair. _ 

XVII. It is agreed and covenanted^, 
that articles oF military and navy^ 
stores brought into the ports of his* 
Royal Highness the Prince Regjtnt) 
a Portugal, which the Portygueze 

f overnment may be desirous of th- 
ing for its own use, «hall be djfcitl 
for 'without delay at the priefes ap- 
pointed by the proprietors, who shall 
not be compelled to sell such articles 
oh any other terms, 
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And iY is* further stipulated, thdfc ij.ighncs3 the Prince Regent of Por* 
if the Partugueze government fhtll tugal, an equivalent k reduction shall 
take into its own care and custody take place on Portuguese goods jTnd 
any cargo, or part of a cargo} with merchandizes imported into hfs IJri- 
a^yiew to purchase, otherwise, the tannic Majesty's dominions, .and vjee 
•aid Poytuguezc government shall be tte articles upon which such' 

responsible for any damage or injury* eqijKralent reduction's to‘t$ke olace 
that suchcargo, or part of a cargo, boin^ settled by previous concei [’and 
may receive while in the care and aAeqjnent between the two high cQJi- 
custody of the officers of the said ^acting parties. 

Portugueze government/ * It is underwood, that any such rc- 

♦XVlH. His Royal Highness the 
prince IRcgent of Portugal is pleased to 
grant to the subjects of Great Britain 
the privilegeof being assignants for the 
duties to be paid in the custom-houses 
of^his Royal Highness's dominions, 
on th* same terms and on giving the 
game security as a iyr ea utr*» £ irom the 
Subjects of Portugal. 

. 3lnd it is on the other hand stipu- 
lated and agreed, that the subjects of 
■'the crown of Portugal shall receive, 
is faj as it may be just or legal, the 
^ name favour in the custom-houses of 
•'Qrpat Britain as is shown to the na- 
tural subjects of his Britannic Ma- 




[IX. His Britannic Majesty does 
* his part and in his own name,*md 
thatof his heirs and successors, pro- 
rise and engage that all goods, mcr- 
cWfhdfzes and articles tvhatsocver, of 
tfc produce, manufacture, industry, 
■j (ft invenpon of the dominions or sub- 
LdyalHi] 


duction so ' Ranted by either party to 
the othe#?shall not be granted after- 
wards (except upon the same terms 
and for the same compensation) in 
favour of any other state* or nation 
whatsoever. And this declaration is 
to be con&dered ^w i iv procal on *he 
part of the f wo nigh cofitocting par. 
ties. * • 

XX. But as there a a? some articles 
of the^gro^th^and produce of Bra. 
zil, which ate excluded from the mar- 
kets and home consumption of ihe 
British dominions, such as sugar, cof- 
fee, and other articles similar to the 
produce of the British colonies, his 
Britannic Majesty, willing to favour 
and protect (as much as possible) 
the commerce of the subjects of his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
of Poi;fcug;4, consents and pern|ts 
that the 6aid articles, as well as ill 
other the growth and produce of 
JBrazil, |nd all other parts of the 
Portugese dominions, may be re- 
ceived and warehoused in all the 


^j<*fcof his Royal Highness the Prince 

jLRegent of Port u^aJ, shall b|received __ 

land admitted into all and singular the ports of his dominions, which shall 
••'•ports and dominions of his Britannic be by law appointed to be warehou. 
• Majesty, on paying generally and on- sing ports for Chose articles, for the 
y ly # tlie s: me duties that are paid upon purpose of re-exportation, under due 
'•imilar articles by the subjects of j . 1^ regulation, exempted from the great- 
most* favoured nation. ** ^ er duties witlj which they would be 


fAnd it is expressly declared^ that 
Jflffcy reduction of duties should take 
place exclusively in favour of Bri- 
tish goods and merchandizes import- 
ed into the dominions of hii # Royal 


charged^were they destined for con- 
sumption within thc* ^ *t t fsh domini- 
ons, and liable onlytp Jjie reduced 
duties andwexprwees on warehousing 
and re-exportafion. ^ 
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XXL In like manner, not withstand^ tolfacilitate and ennourtagi tfie legiti- 
ing the general privilege of admission mate jommerce, not only of the sub- 
thu^f granted in thcMifteenth article jecteAf Great Britain, but also of 
of tlie°preseut treaty by his Royal* those df Portugal, with other states 
Highness* tlfe Prince Regent of Por- Adjacent to his own dominions, and 
feudal, in favour of all goods &id /nc/- with a view also to augment and se< 
chandizes, th<? produce and manure- £ure that part of his own revenue 
ture^jy tftc British dominions ; Iris which is derived from the collectipn 
n Ro?/al Highness reserves to hiptseff of warehousing duties upon merchan- 
wt right of imposing heavy, and*"- dize, is plea&d to declare the port of 
* even prohibitory duties on all articles Saint Catherines to be a free port, ac- 
known by the name W“y^ : tish Ea9t cording to the terms mentioned in the 
Indian goods and West ifi£ian pro- preceding article of the present trea- 
duce, such as sugar and coffee which ty. 


cannot be adnfttted for consumption 
in the Portugueze dominions, by rea- 
son of rhe same principle of colonial 
policy, which ^.Wf^nts th? free oil- 
mission intake BritAh dbmKih , of 
corre^pondfhg' articles of Brazilian 
produce. \ 

But his K?byaF Plighues? the •Prince 
Regent of Portugal consents that all 
the ports of* his dominions, vvlifre 
there are or may be custom-houses, 
shall be free ports for the reception 
and admission- of all articles whatso- 


XXIII- His Royal Highness the 
Prince Recent of Portugal, being de- 
sirous to place the system of com- 
merce announced by the present trea- 
ty upon extensive basis, is 

pleased to take the opportunity af- 
forded by it of publishing the deter- 
mination pre-coneeived iifchid. Ro^al 
Highness's mind of rendering Goa a 
free port, and of permitting thq, free 
toleration of all religious sects what- 
ever in that city and its dependencies. 

XXIV. All trade with the Portu- 


ever, the produce or manufacture of 
the British dominions, not destined 
for the consumption of the place at 
which they may be received or admit- 
ted 1 , but for re-exportati(rti, cipher for 
other ports of the dominions of Por- 
tugal, or for those of other states. 
And the articles thus recejycd and 
•admitted (subject to due regulations) 
shall he exempted from the duties, 
with which they would be charged ' 
if destined for the consumption of the 
place at which they be lauded or 
warehoused, and liable only to the 
p.une expences that £uay be p #, id by 
ai tides of Brazilian produce received 
and warehoused for re-ex pouation in 
the ports 0^*^° Britannic M*h;styjs 
dominions./* . * 

XXII- Isis Ifovj Holiness the 
Pvh\i\ J ‘*fg nt of Portugal in order 


gueze possessions situated upon the 
eastern coast of the continent of 
Africa (in articles not included in the 
exclusive contracts possessed by the 
crown of Portugal,) which may have 
been formerly ’allowed to the siibjeCfcs 
of Gre^t Britain, is confirn;®^ and 
cured to them now, *$Ji\ever, in 
the same mariner as the «.rad£ which 
has hitherto been 'permitted to* Por t ; 
tugue z£. "subjects in the ports and seas 
of Asia, is confirmed and secured to 
them by Virtue of the sixth article of 
the present treaty. ’ - % 

. . XXV. But in order to give due 
ctfcS to that system of perfect re- 
ciprocity which the two high 
tracking parties are willing to- 
bln;h as the basis of their mutual re- 
lations, his Britannic Majesty con- 
sents to wave the right of creating 
‘ * \% 






